THE BRIGHT SIDE
By R. R. SAUNDERS

When you feel life but a burden,
When your way is overcast,

When the day is full of trials,
With new dangers thickening fast,

Think then of the lark’s sweet singing
As she gaily soars about,

Sure enough, she has her troubles,

Yet she keeps the bright side out.

All the world is full of sorrow,

Full of heartache and of fears,
Full of loneliness and sadness,

Full of partings and of tears;
It's in need of something different

That will put despair to rout,
That is why it greets the fellow,

Who will keep the bright side out.

Never mind the little setbacks,
Never mind the crushing blow,
Never mind about to-morrow,
Keep on singing as you go;
Through your heart may have misgivings,
Securely push aside the doubt,
For you’ll cheer some other person
When you keep the bright side out.

—Selected
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Sufficiency Of The Scriptures

By ELMER L'ROY

The text chosen for this study is taken
from Paul’s second letter to Timothy in
chapter 3, verse 16. “All scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness: That the man of God may be per-
fect, throughly furnished to all good
works.” The expression, “All scripture
is given by inspiration of God,” may be
literally rendered “all scripture is God-
breathed and is profitable.” Peter said,
“Holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit.”

The Bible stands alone as the God-
breathed Word which liveth and abideth
forever. It is a unique book. The word
is from the Greek Biblos meaning the
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Book. It is the Book of God — the Book
of origin, the Book of life, the Book of
death. It differs from all others in that
it has no preface, no introduction, no
appendix, has never been enlarged and
has never been abridged or improved. It
begins abruptly without an apology for
its appearance or for its contents; does
not even hint that there may be or may
have been anything similar to it or any-
thing equal to it.

A variety of subjects are treated in it:
God, the devil, angels, demons, men and
Christ. It claims God as its author. It
tells of events hundreds of years in ad-
vance of their happening, naming indi-
viduals, cities and territories.

The Bible for the most part is the
revelation of God in Christ. It is the
Book that reveals in Him “all the full-
ness of the God head bodily.” “In the
world of books, the Bible not only merits
pre-eminence, but is so unique as to sug-
gest that, as the Christ it reveals, it be-
longs to a class by itself.” (I. B. Bradley).

The Bible Neglected

About ninety years ago, in September
1863 to be more exact, Moses E. Lard
wrote this statement: “Tradition” he said,
“had accumulated upon the Bible, until
its brightest pages emitted but a small
dubious light; its broad truths and fine
distinctions were shrouded in obscurity;
its plainest precepts were set aside to
make room for the ‘commandments of
men.” Its authority was little more than
nominal, its decisions little better than
prudent counsel. Hence, like a thing of
no account, it lay unread, unstudied, with
the dust of ages upon its sacred lids.”

Those words may well stand, with
little or no change in our time. Almost
every home in our land has a Bible in it,
but in many “like a thing of no account
it lies unread, unstudied,” and is scarcely
ever touched except for spring house-
cleaning and occasional dusting. Man’s
ignorance of the Bible in our time is
appalling. Regardless of how sufficient
the Scriptures are in supplying man’s
every need it is a fact that this good
work cannot be done where the Bible
is seldom, if ever, studied. Certainly, if
there is anything lacking in our lives, in
the way of happiness, hope, faith, and
joy, it is because of our failure to learn
the Word of God instead of an insuf-
ficiency of the Bible.

Sufficiency

We mean by “sufficiency” that every-
thing is provided, or to say it another

way, here is the way of the apostle Peter
said it: “According as his divine power
hath given unto us all things that pertain
unto life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him that hath called us to
glory and virtue.”

How To Become A Christian

Among the “all things” granted us in
the sufficiency of the Scriptures is, first,
teaching in how to become a Christian.
If one would learn how to become a
Christian, let him follow the direction
of the word of God. No one in the Old
Testament was ever called a Christian.
In fact, it is not until one reads as far
as Acts 11:26 in the New Testament that
he finds anyone called by that name.
Reason would teach us that if there is
both an Old and a New Testament; and
that only in the New were people ever
called Christians; that without a doubt
the necessary instructions to that end
are contained in the New and not in the
Old.

When Jesus sent His apostles out to
preach the gospel to every creature so
that they might become Christians, He
said, “He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved” (Mark 16:15, 16). No
one will deny that Jesus had the right
to lay down those conditions of pardon.
He further taught as is recorded in Luke
24:46, 47 that “Thus it is written, and
thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to
rise from the dead the third day: And
that repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name among
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”
Three duties stand out from these verses.
They are: believing the Christ, repenting
of sins, and being baptized. Repentance
and baptism are both faithful acts, and
by that is meant that they each are done
in and through faith. No one has ever
repented and been baptized in an accept-
able manner without faith. True belief
in Christ leads to repentance, and it may
be said that repentance is faith living.
Baptism is an expression of the faith
one has in his heart in an overt act that
pictures the belief of his heart in the
death of Christ for man’s sins, His burial
and his resurrection. James 2:22 tells
us that faith is made perfect by works.
The faith that avails, according to Paul
in Galatians the fifth chapter and verse
six is “a faith that works through love.”
To teach justification by faith without
the acts of obedience that our Lord re-
quires; that is, without repentance and
baptism, is to teach a dead faith. James
2:26 says, “For as the body without the
spirit is dead, so faith without works is
dead also.”

In Hebrews 11:6 we have this positive
declaration: “Without faith it is impos-
sible to please him: for he that cometh



to God must believe that he is, and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him.” Belief is the motivating in-
fluence that leads men to repent, confess
Christ, be baptized, live Christian lives.
What the main-spring is to the watch,
and what the locomotive is to the train,
faith is to men who would become Chris-
tians. Without faith there is no obedience
and without obedience there is no eter-
nal life, for in Hebrews 5:9 we read that
Christ “is the author of eternal salvation
to all them that obey him.” The all-suf-
ficient word of God tells us everything
that pertains to life and godliness. To
think we may be justified by faith only,
repentance only, baptism only, or any-
thing else only is to pervert the condi-
tions of gospel obedience. We must obey
the Lord in every point.

Bible Produces Belief

Someone may be thinking that if faith
is the basic principle of becoming a
Christian, is the Bible sufficient to pro-
duce belief, and if not, how do we get
it? To this we say that one needs not
more than the Scriptures to cause him
to believe. If faith is the mainspring to
all obedience to God, and if the scrip-
tures are sufficient to furnish the man
of God completely unto every good
work, the word of God as revealed in
the Bible must lead a person to believe
in God and in Christ.
is exactly what the New Testament
teaches. Romans 10:17 reads, “Faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God.” Peter said in Acts 157
that “a good while ago God made choice
among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth
should hear the word of the gospel and
believe.” John wrote of Jesus in John
20:30-31, saying, “And many other signs
truly did Jesus in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this
book: But these are written, that ye
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing ye might
have life through his name.”

The Christian Life

This conclusion

Let me read the statement of the apos-
tle Peter to you again: “According as his
divine power hath given unto us all things
that pertain unto life and godliness . . .”
When one has become a Christian he is a
“babe in Christ.” The greatest single
event in his spiritual life may be his en-
trance into the family of God, but the
biggest end of it lies before him as he
sets out to live the Christian life. It is
in this too that the Scriptures are suffi-
cient as they furnish the man of God
completely, completely unto every good
work. Many years ago an old preacher
made the statement that there is not a
single good deed, pure thought, kind and

helpful word, or good work known and
done by man but that it is taught in the
Word of God. The truth and wisdom
of that man’s words have proved stead-
fast. In Christian living, therefore, the
scriptures are all-sufficient, and further-
more, there is nothing that can take their
place. Failures in Christian living are
failures on the human side being lodged
in weakness and ignorance of the Bible
rather than with the divine words of
truth.

The New Testament Church

The church of our Lord Jesus Christ
is spoken of as the house, or family, of
God. It is called the body of Christ.
None can doubt that it is a divine in-
stitution. Christ is its head, its lawgiver,
its high priest, and its Savior. To it in

doctrine, organization, and practice the
scriptures are all-sufficient.
The sufficiency of the Scriptures as

affirmed in the Bible, and as we have
tried to illustrate and teach in this essay,
goes hand in hand with the proposition
that they are also authoritative, in fact,
have all authority. Space does not per-
mit us to discuss this part of the theme.

In closing, consider this positive state-
ment: Christianity as it is known today
is largely not New Testament Christiani-
ty. It is only to the extent that it com-
pletely matches the divine pattern in the
all-sufficient word of God. Why do you
not, my friend, make a careful and
prayerful study of your New Testament
for yourself? Before you start determine
to trust what you find there to be God’s
complete will for you. Now, back to the
Bible for it all. Back to the Bible for sal-
vation. and back to the Bible for life.

Reverence
By A. E. FINDLEY

If there ever was a time when we need
more reverence in the church, it is now.
In the midst of a crooked and perverse
nation, we stand today. What manner of
creatures ought we to be?

It is not unusual at the present time to
go into a church house on the Lord’s day,
just before time for worship and see chil-
dren running all over the place, and all
the adults apparently talking at the same
time. We sometimes wonder if it is pos-
sible to settle down in so short a time
from such hilarity and enter into the
worship with reverence.

We do not reverence the house as
some religions groups do, but we are sup-
posed to reverence God in the place of
worship. We are afraid some reverence
the place of worship more than we rever-
ence God in the place of worship. The

divine record tells us we must worship
Him in spirit and in truth.

Sometimes the worship is spoiled by a
child crying at the top of its voice. In a
case of that kind, if there are no places
provided for the children, the crying
child should be gently carried out and
quieted. We have known the song ser-
vice, which is a part of the worship, to
be marred by pitching the songs too low
or too high, or singing an inappropriate
song for the occasion, or a new song
which only the leader and possibly two
or three others can sing. Again we have
seen the effects of a good sermon spoiled
by someone making a long-winded talk
at the Lord’s table.

Smoking cigarettes in front of the
church house just before services is no
inducement for some people who oppose
such, to attend the services of that church.
Another thing which puts a bad taste in
your mouth, is for a brother to offer his
grievances to the public assembly on
Lord’s day, when such matters could and
should be brought up in the regular busi-
ness meetings or in a private manner.

These may seem trivial matters, but
such a course persisted in will retard the
progress of any church on earth.

It might be well to study 1 Corinthians
14:24-25, which reads as follows: “But
if all prophesy, and there come in one
that believeth not, or one unlearned, he
is convinced of all, he is judged of all;
and thus are the secrets of his heart
made manifest; and so falling down on
his face he will worship God, and report
that God is in you of a truth.” We won-
der how far we fall short of this example.

Many times we have seen unbelievers
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go away from the house of God on the
Lord’s day disgusted.

To worship God in spirit and in truth,
and do all things with decency and in
order, and in the meantime reverence
God, will not only cause others to glorify
God, but it will draw the church closer
to God.

Not only should we make a good im-
pression on the unbeliever in the Lord’s
day worship, but we must continue to do
so. Christ said “let your light so shine that
others seeing your good works may glori-
fy your father which is in heaven.”

The religion of Christ is not something
you can hang on a nail in the church
house and expect to find on your return.
May God help us to think on these things
and reverence him more in singing, teach-
ing, prayer and giving. Reverence, when

used in reference to God, means Godly
fear and awe.

In Hebrews 12:28 we read: “Where-
fore we receiving a Kingdom which can-
not be moved, let us have grace, whereby
we may serve God acceptably with rev-
erence and godly fear.”

We learn from the above quotation that
worship which is void of reverence and
godly fear, is not acceptable. It is not
enough to simply have the truth, to strip
the worship of reverence would be to take
the very heart and soul out of it and to
render it only lip service. God is a jealous
God (Ex. 20:5) and he must have all or
he will have none. The rich young ruler,
when told what to do, replied: “All these
things I have observed from my youth,”
but was promptly told by the Lord that
he lacked one thing, and that one thing
kept him out of the Kingdom of God.

FIVE THINGS GOD DOES NOT KNOW

By OLDEN COOK

The Bible clearly reveals the attributes
of God. It speaks of the omnipotence of
God. (Gen. 17:1). It tells of the omni-
presence of God. (Acts 17:27-28). It de-
clares the omniscience of God. (Rom. 11:
33). We must not and do not question
these attributes, however, we do believe
that there are five things that God does
not know.

First, God does not know a sin He
does not hate. He realizes more than
any other being the utter hideousness
and wretchedness of sin. He has seen
the sadness, sorrow, and trouble that has
resulted from sin from the days of Adam
to this very day. He knows the power of
one single sin. He remembers what one
sin did for Adam and He remembers
where Saul's first sin led him. He knows
the awful and final result of sin. (Rom.
6:23; Ezek. 18:20; James 1:15). He sees
sin as cancer that gnaws into the vitals
of the home, the society in which we
live, and the church. He sees it as lep-
rosy that mars, cripples, and destroys
all with which it comes in contact. No
wonder God does not know a sin He does
not hate. He hates it because it is as
black as the hell for which it is responsi-
ble. He hates it because it reached into
heaven and took His Son as a sacrifice
for the sins of man.

Secondly, God does not know a sinner
He does not love. Whereas He hates sin
unceasingly, He loves the sinner eternally.
This is true regardless of race, color, or
station in life. But how can we be sure
He loves us? If He did not love us, He
never would have paid the price to save

us. He saw man in the coils of sin; He
saw that man was utterly unable to extri-

cate himself. He hated sin and loved
man, therefore, He resolved to redeem
him. How could He do it? Only by

giving man an incentive to come to love
and obey Him. But how could this be
done? The only way was for God to
show man how much He loved him. How
could He do this? By priceless gifts? No!
There was no gift in heaven that could
be offered for this purpose. And, yet,
there was one — the most priceless gift
of all — His Son! And He gave His only
begotten Son for man. (John 3:16). How
great His love for man must be! (Heb.
2:9).

Consequently, God does not know a
sinner He does not want to save. His
desire to save coincides with His love.
(John 3:16). He is “not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come
to repentance.” (2 Pet. 3:9). Then, as
children of God, what should our atti-
tude be toward the lost of the world?
We should have the same feeling toward
them that God has, but do we? God gave
His Son, but often we find Christians
who will not even give of their time,
money, energy, or zeal for the lost! Mil-
lions need the gospel — what are we
doing about it? The gospel, which is the
power of God to save, (Rom. 1:16), is
in our hands. (Matt. 28:19-20). What are
we going to do with it? God does not
know a sinner He does not want to save.
May that be our attitude through out
our Christian lives.

God does not know a better way to

save than by the blood of Christ. Many
have mocked the idea of atonement by
the blood of Christ. Robert Ingersoll
called Christianity the “bloody religion”
and the “religion of the slaughter house.”
And many professed Christians do not
understand why the blood of the Lamb
of God had to be shed. Was it necessary?
Yes! It was only in this way that God
could wake up foolish, sinful man and
cause him to realize God’s love. Since it
was necessary for the Lord to sacrifice
His Son for man, He has the right to
grant salvation only to those who are
willing to be saved by the blood. He has
never promised salvation to any sin-sick
soul except by the blood of Christ. Have
you been cleansed by the blood? How?
Literally? No, this would be impossible.
The literal blood of Christ has long since
coagulated, dried up, and disappeared.
The blood of Christ flowed when He
died, therefore, to meet the cleansing
blood, we must die with Him. But how
can we die with Him? “Know ye not, that
so many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into His
death? Therefore we are buried with
Him by baptism into death: that like as
Christ was raised up from the dead by
the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life. For if
we have been planted together in the
likeness of his death, we shall be also in
the likeness of his resurrection. Know-
ing this, that our old man is crucified
with him, that the body of sin might be
destroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin. For he that is dead is freed
from sin.” (Rom. 6:4-7).

Woe unto the person who would have
us believe that baptism is only a church
rite; and on the one who says it is only
necessary to “joining the church” and not
necessary to salvation! It is in the act
of baptism that the penitent sinner meets
the cleansing blood of Jesus; it is there
that he is handed a certificate of pardon
for past sins — the sins that crucified the
Savior. “Happy day, happy day, when
Jesus washed my sins away!”

God does not know a better time to
save by the blood of Christ than now.
The Bible teaches in many places the
danger of delay in this matter of salva-
tion; it urges the necessity of obedience
today. “Behold, now is the accepted
time; behold, now is the day of salva-
tion.” (2 Cor. 6:2). “Today if ye will
hear his voice, harden not your hearts.”

(Heb. 4:7). “Watch therefore: for ye
know not what hour your Lord doth
come. . Therefore be ye also ready:

for in such an hour as ye think not the
Son of man cometh.” (Matt. 24:4244).
God loves you; He wants you to be saved
from your sins by the blood of Christ.
There is no better time than now.



Faith Which Rests In Christ Also Rests In The Bible

By HOYT BAILEY

Those who really believe the Bible are
the ones who take the Bible to mean
what it says. Those believing the Bible
obey the commands of the Bible for the
alien sinner and the Christian. The be-
liever of the Bible accepts the Bible as
his only authority and complete guide in
religious matters. No one believes the
Bible in the strictest sense of the term
“believe” while at the same time that one
follows human, religious authority and
seeks additional information in spiritual
matters outside of the Bible. The person
who denies that the Bible is a complete
guide in all religious activity that is
pleasing to God shows that he does not
in fact and action believe the Bible.

Those believing the Bible do not look
to the blood of animals to cleanse their
sins, because it was never possible for the
blood of animals to take away sins. The
one who believes the Bible does not go
back to the old covenant to find forgive-
ness of sins, because forgiveness or re-
mission of sins was not promised under
the covenant which was sealed with the
blood of animals.

Those believing the Bible do not go
back to the old covenant for the practice
of circumcision, because the law of cir-
cumcision was given primarily to Abra-
ham and his descendants. The law of
circumcision was not given to the Gen-
tile nations, neither did that law apply
but to the male members in a family. We
are clearly informed that fleshly cir-
cumcision is not binding upon Christians.
No one is commanded to keep the law
of Moses or to be circumcised, but we
are subject to Christ and his gospel as
revealed in the New Testament.

No one claims to believe the Bible in
the fullest sense of “believe” who would
teach that it is necessary to offer animal
sacrifices in New Testament worship.
Neither does one really believe the Bible
who would teach that one must have
fleshly circumcision under Christ and the
Christian dispensation in order to be
saved. Those believing the Bible would
never bind the burning of incense upon
a Christian as a religious rite, because
the Bible does not bind the burning or
smelling of incense upon Christians. If
one believes the Bible that one would
never try to bring a mechanical instru-
ment into the praise service of Christian
worship. One cannot find a command,
nor an example, neither can one find a
necessary inference for the use of me-
chanical instruments for praise nor to
accompany praise in Christian worship.
No one can find where Christ, the apos-
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tles. nor early Christians ever used or
commanded any one else to use mechani-
cal instruments in Christian worship.
Does an individual believe the Bible
when he goes to places for worship where
man-made inventions have been added to
the worship? No one believes the Bible
who will teach that a husband is to have
a plurality of wives, that is more than
one living wife at once, neither can be-
lievers of the Bible find authority for a
wife having more than one living hus-
band at a time.

Those believing the Bible do not be-
lieve in more than one God or one
Christ or one Holy Spirit. This is true
for the simple reason that the Bible does
not point out a plurality of God, neither
does it point to but one Christ, nor is
there a hint in the Bible that there is
more than one Holy Spirit. All Dbeliev-
ing the Bible believe in one God, one
Christ, and one Holy Spirit. No real be-
liever assumes that persons can believe
in a god of their choice, nor a Christ of
their choice, neither do such lay claim
to the Holy Spirit revealing a message of
salvation to suit each individual choice.

The believer of the Bible can believe
in but one Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
The God of heaven did not send many
sons into the world, but God sent his
only begotten Son into the world that
individuals through him may be saved.
The ones believing the Bible believe that
the one God sent one Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, into the world to save the
world. It is not difficult for one who
reads the Bible to believe that Jesus
Christ gave one specific plan by which
individuals can be saved. Christ did not
give one plan to save one man or nation
and give a different or conflicting plan
to save others. Christ gave the one plait
of salvation alike to be preached to all
nations, and Dbelievers all alike are to
obey the one gospel.

The believer of the Bible can know
from the teaching of the Bible that every
responsible person must repent or perish.
Jesus taught that believers are to repent
or perish. (Luke 13:3). All men every-
where are commanded to repent. (Acts
17:30). Jehovah has no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, but he is longsuffer-
ing to youward, not wishing that any
should perish, but that all should come
to repentance. (2 Pet. 3:9). Every be-
liever of the Bible believes that he must
change his mind for the better or finally

perish. Every believer recognizes that
the sinner must turn or burn.
Those really believing the Bible see

the need of confessing their faith in
Jesus Christ, because Christ demands
that we confess him before men if we
are to be confessed in heaven. The
eunuch confessed his faith in Christ. He
confessed that he believed with all his
heart that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God. It is with the mouth that confes-
sion is made unto salvation. (Rob. 10:10).

The believer of the Bible does not halt,
quibble, question, nor rebell at the com-
mand to be baptized. The one who re-
spects the Bible enough to believe it, also
respects it enough to meet its require-
ments. Jesus teaches that believers are
to be baptized in order to be saved. It
is not difficult to persuade a penitent
believer to be baptized. The believing
Samaritans were baptized. The Cor-
inthians, hearing believed and were bap-
tized. The fact that Jesus commands
penitent believers to be baptized is suf-
ficient for the one who really believes the
Bible.

Those believing the Bible are assured
that penitent, baptized believers are sav-
ed from past sins. Such are also added
to the church. The Lord adds them to
the church. No one can doubt the Lord’s
wisdom respecting who should be added
to the church, nor can one doubt that the
Lord will add saved individuals to the
church. Who can believe the Bible and
believe that the Lord will make a mis-
take and get a person added to the wrong
church? No one really believes the Bible
who thinks or believes that the Lord ar-
ranged his plan so that each can go his
own way and be a member of whatever
he pleases — while at the same time
expect to be saved. The person who has
the idea that it makes no difference had
batter start reading, believing, and obey-
ing the Bible.

The one believing the Bible believes
what the Bible teaches respecting wor-
ship. He believes that it is possible for
one to worship God in ignorance, to
worship God in vain, or to render will
worship, but he knows from his study
of the Bible that acceptable worship
must be rendered in spirit and in truth.
No one really believes the Bible who
teaches that ignorant, vain, or will-wor-
ship is as acceptable to God as the wor-
ship in spirit and in truth, because Jesus
teaches us that “God is Spirit and they
that worship him must worship in spirit
and in truth.” (John 4:24).

Those knowing and believing the Bi-
ble know and believe that certain acts of
worship are included in acceptable wor-
ship. It is not difficult to see from the
practice of the Christians during the
days of the apostles that they engaged in
certain acts of worship.

Those who had been baptized
added to the church continued stedfastly

and



in the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, the
breaking of bread, and in prayers. (Acts
2:42). They also engaged in singing
praise unto God, making the melody in
their hearts. (Eph. 5:19).

Worship cannot be rendered to God
in truth that is rendered contrary to or
different from the teaching of the apos-
tles. Any teaching that is in addition to
the apostles’ teaching or short of what
the apostles taught is different from what
the early Christians continued in. Teach-
ing different from the apostles’ teaching
is different from the truth. Teaching
different from the apostles’ teaching is
the teaching of precepts of men. Wor-
ship is offered in vain that is offered ac-
cording to the precepts of men (Matt. 15:
9). Believers of the Bible believe that
man-made religious teaching added to
the apostles' teaching makes worship
without effect.

Believers of the Bible lay by in store
of their money each first day of the
week according as each has been pros-
pered. The regular scriptural giving takes
care of the financial needs or obligations
of the church. Since the Lord authorized
weekly giving of our incomes to support
his work, believers of the Bible lay by
in store or put their money into the
church treasury each first day of the
week. Since the Lord through his apos-
tles gives this command, believers of the
word of God do not ask unbelievers to
give to the support of the church. Those
laying by in store each first day of the
week have no need for going outside the
Lord’s plan to raise money for the work
of the church. The scriptural method of
financing the work of the church is to

put the money into the treasury each
week.
The Lord’s Supper, the institution

which the Lord gave is called “breaking
of bread,” “the Lord’s Supper,” or the
“communion of the body and blood of

the Lord.” The early Christians con-
tinued stedfastly in the breaking of
bread. (Acts 2:42). The disciples came

together upon the first day of the week
to break bread. (Acts 20:7). Those be-
lieving the Bible believe that they must

“break bread,” “commune,” or have the
"Lord’s Supper” each first day of the
week. Individuals having the Lord’s

Supper less often than each first day of
the week or each Sunday are having it
less often than did the apostles and early
Christians. For one to take away from
the practice of the apostles is to take
himself from the fellowship of God and
Christ. (2 Jno. 9). John warns that if
we abide not in the teaching we have not
God.

The Christians continued stedfastly in
prayers. (Acts 2:42). No one can long
remain a Christian who will not learn to

pray. Jesus teaches that men ought al-
ways to pray. (Luke 18). Men are to pray
everywhere without wrath or doubting.
(1 Tim. 2). Christians are to continue in
a prayerful attitude. (1 Thess. 5:17). The
one in Christ, the one who has obeyed
God, has the privilege of prayer. He has

fellowship with God and Christ.

Believers of the Bible continue sted-
fastly in the apostles’ teaching, in fellow-
ship, in the breaking of bread, in prayers,
and singing of spiritual songs, making
melody in the heart to the Lord. (Acts 2:
42; Eph. 5:19).

HERE IS JUST A SAMPLE...

This is a sample of some of the one-
page advertisements being placed before
a potential audience of 10,000,000 read-
ers through Coronet and other national
magazines. We hope you are invested
in seeing such material go to more mil-
lions. The faith of those who have help-
ed so far has made it possible to place

The Mo

- P
L e

His name
has long
since been
forgotten,
but what he did will
never be forgotten. Here is the story

of his discovery.

This nobleman travelled a thousand
miles to worship God in Jerusalem, but
as yet had not found the true way. In
his chariot he was reading his Bible.
Just then he met a Christian, Philip,
who asked him if he understood what
he read. - As they sat together in the
chariot Philip told the man of Jesus.
He related all the facts of His life.
He evidently told him how Christ’s
Church was established on Pentecost.
On that day three thousand people be-
lieved in Jesus, repented or turned
from their sins and were baptized into
Christ for the forgiveness of their sins.
(Acts 2:38, John 3:5)

Philip evidently taught the noble-
man that he must do the same, because
the Ethiopian interrupted with this
question: “See, here is wat?r; what
doth hinder me to be baptized?” The

If you would like to know
more about Jesus Christ and
his Church or Kingdom, read
your Bible, especially your
New Testament. Let wus' all
unite in Christ through the
restoration of pure New Tes-
tament Christianity. Write for

the simple gospel message before millions
in 1956.

The board of the Gospel Press (a non-
profit publishing corporation established
to use the pages of national magazines to
sow the seed of the Word) hopes that
more individuals will catch the vision of
this opportunity and help in 1957.

scriptures tell us what happened then.

“And Philip said, ‘If thou believest
with all thine heart, thou mayest.” And
he answered and said, ‘I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” And he
commanded the chariot to stand still;
and they went down both into the
water, both Philip and the eunuch and
he baptized him. And when they were
come up out of the water, the Spirit
of the Lord caught away Philip, that
the eunuch saw him no more; and he
went on his way rejoicing.” (Acts
8:37—39)

Having heard of Jesus, this man be-
lieved. in Christ as the Son of God,
gave his allegiance in an outspoken
confession of faith and was born again
through the act of baptism.

Are you willing to follow this won-
derful example of the man from
Ethiopia? Here are five facts you need
to face:

1. Man is lost without Christ and cannot save

himself. Romans 3:10, Jeremiah 10:23
2. Christ alone can save man. John 14:6
3. Christ died on the cross to make salvation

available to all. Matthew 11:20, 30. 1st

John 1:7
4. Man must believe in Christ as God's Son

and obey the commands of Christ. Mark

16:15-16," Acts 22:16, "He became the au-

thor of eternal salvation unto all them that

obey Him." Hebrews 5:9

5. You can b- just an undenominational Chris-
tian Ilk- the' Ethiopian.
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Considering A Christian

By VAUGHN D. SHOFNER

One of our most widely used and mis-
used words is “Christian.” People speak
of Christian nations, towns and com-
munities. People are referred to, yea,
by church members, as Christians with
a liberality that includes any thing and
everything. Despite these frequent uses
and misuses, “Christian” is found but
three times in the Bible: Acts 11:26; Acts
26:28; 1 Peter 4:16.

There we notice the term is used to
name an individual, and that it there-
fore is not an adjective, but a noun.
When we look at this word etymological-
ly we find that it has never been trans-
lated from the Greek language, but is a
transliterated word — that is, the char-
acters of the Greek alphabet which form
the word have been represented by the
characters of the English alphabet. Mr.
Thayer and Mr. Young say “Christian”
means one who belongs to Christ; one
who follows Christ.

Since the Lord saves and directs peo-
ple by teaching them, he certainly must
offer an intelligible system of teaching.
If he does offer intelligent mankind an
understandable system of truth, and he
does, then the acceptation of the mean-
ing of this intelligible plan is the only
way for man to allow the Lord to direct
him aright. When man refuses to ac-
cept the meaning of the words which
compose the plan of salvation for him,
he has rebelled against that plan es-
sentially, in ignorance or obstinacy, and
therefore cannot be saved by it. Gentle
reader, shall we consider lightly the
meaning of God’s utterances to man?

How then, mortal man, can we flip-
pantly attach to the Lord that which does
not come within the realm of his pur-
chased possession? A nation cannot be
“Christian,” because the Lord did not
purchase this temporal system. It cannot
belong to Him. The echoes of his voice
today shout that his kingdom is not of
this world, and that friendship of the
world is enmity with God. How speak
ye of a “Christian nation?” Christ came
that he might deliver us from this world,
and therefore as Christians we live in
the nations of this world, but those tran-
scient things are never “Christian.”

Many people, yea, brothers and sisters
in God’s family included, attach all the
religions of the world to Christ. Any
“religion” to them is “Christian.” Just
another failure to intelligently accept
God’s intelligible system of truth. In
substance, “religion” simply means to
bind fast, and its common usages per-
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taining to that which binds man relative
to his mortal soul. For example, Paul
speaks of his wrong-doing when he per-
secuted the church of the Lord, and de-
clares of that time “after the most strait-
est sect of our religion I lived a Phari-
see.” Being a sect of “religion” did not
make him a “Christian” for he was per-

secuting Christ with all of his might.

“Pantheism” is religion, but there is
not a Christian in it. Why? “Pan” means
all and “Theo” means God, and therefore
this religion binds man with the atheis-
tic doctrine that there is no God as a
being. God to them is the universe, na-
ture.

“Polytheism” is religion, but there are
not Christians in the system. “Poly”
means many, and thus the system is
simply idolatry with many gods.

“Roman Catholicism” is religion, but
there are not Christians in it. Why?
Because the purchased of the Lord have
no head but Christ (Eph. 1:22, 23); they
have no ecclesiastical “Fathers” (Matt.
23:9); they have no creed but Christ and
no creed book but the word of God.
Catholicism has an earthly head which
blasphemes the headship and authority
of Christ; parades its priestly pageant of
authoritative “Fathers” in complete con-
tradiction to Christ’'s words; and there-
fore this system of religion was not pur-
chased by the Lord nor does it follow in
its peculiarities a single teaching of the
Lord. How call you this religion “Chris-
tian?”

“Denominationalism” is religion, but it
is not purchased by the Lord. The un-
derstandable system of truth presented
in the Bible teaches that man is not saved
by faith only, but denominationalism’s
departure says faith only is salvation now
and eternally. Denominationalism says
baptism in water is not essential unto
salvation from past sins, but the Lord
says, “Whosoever believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved.” Disciplines, man-
uals, articles of faith, and other things
contrary to and in addition to the word
of God  present denominationalism’s
creed books. That they are in addition
to the Bible, the ones bound by them
cannot deny. For, they say “Christians”
are found in all churches, but all
churches are not subject to their creed
books. For example, “Discipline of the
Methodist Church” is a compilation of
“doctrines and discipline of the Method-
ist Church” and the “Christians” they
admit exist in other churches are not
touched by them. Likewise “Church

Manual” is “designed for the use of
Baptist churches,” and the “Christians”
they say exist in other churches are
“Christians” in spite of the manual. Just
so regarding “The Confession of Faith”
“of the Presbyterian Church in the Unit-
ed States of America” Why, the “Pres-
byterian  Christians” in  England are
“Christians” in spite of it. So, the “Man-
ual of the Church of the Nazarene.” and
all other creeds of man. They all admit
a person can be a Christian in another
church, and therefore being a Christian
does not depend upon being a member
of their denomination; but a Christian
belongs to Christ, so these man-made in-
stitutions, by their own admission, do
not belong to Christ!

A Christian has been born again. He
or she is the son or daughter of Al-
mighty God. A Christian is a follower
of Christ. The gospel of Christ directs
the life of a Christian, and in that way
he follows Christ. Gentle reader, if you
would be a Christian, you must obey
the plan of salvation, by faith, repent-
ance, confession and baptism into the
death of Christ for the remission of past
sins. If you would remain a Christian,
you must follow Christ by complying
with the system of truth he supplied us,
throughout life.

This certainly demands of sons of the
Almighty that they accept the meaning
of the words of his revelation to man.
How then can we speak of a “Christian
business, or farm” and attach it to the
Lord? Do the businesses, the farms
Christians may operate in this world be-
long to the purchased possessions of the
Lord? Christians may be businessmen,
but businesses are not Christian. Chris-
tians may be farmers, but farms are not
Christian.  Wholesome  recreation must
be supplied by Christians, but wholesome
recreation is not Christian, and it is a
prostitution of God’s plan to attach such
to the church, the Lord’s purchased
possession.  Christians must supply col-
lege education in an atmosphere agree-
able with the teaching of Christ, but
colleges were not bought by Christ, do
not belong to Him, and must not be at-
tached to His church, the blood-bought
institution where the saved are kept.

H. Harry Conner, Early Church of
Christ, Brownwood, Tex., December 4,
1956: Since my last report the church
at Early-Hi has been doing a good work.
There have been four responses to the

invitation within the last few weeks. One
placed membership with us, two were
restored, and one obeyed the Lord in

baptism. Along with these blessings we
have also shown an increase of attend-
ance. We have started construction on
a dwelling house for a preacher’s home,



The Sin Of Slander

By WAYMON D. MILLER

The sin of slander is one of the most
vile and wicked sins in the whole realm
of iniquity. It is a devil’s cauldron, brew-
ed in corruption, flavored with filth, spic-
ed with deadly venom, and stewed over
the fires of hell. Its stench is nauseating
and repulsive to the nostrils of the decent
and respectable. Only those of most
depraved hearts and seared consciences
could feast upon such festering filth. The
word “slander,” like “sin,” cannot be pro-
nounced without sounding the hiss of
the serpent. It is one of the most forceful
weapons of wickedness. Its sinful shafts
have pierced the hearts of many and left
them aching in pain and bleeding in
sorrow. Many innocent victims have
suffered long a damaged reputation for
its iniquities. The pure in heart cannot
soil their hands with such libelous insults
of decency. Yet many a church mem-
ber (but never a Christian) have been
found exulting in such godless shame.
The Christ-like, however, can never be
identified with scavengers of scandal.

Concerning such characters, W. D.
Hyde has written: “The telltale is abhor-
rent even to the last developed moral
sensibility. The gossip, the busy body,
the scandalmonger is the worst pest that
infests the average town and village.
These mischief-makers take a grain of
circumstantial evidence, mix with it a
bushel of fancies, suspicions, surmises,
and innuendoes, and then go from house
to house peddling the product for un-
doubted fact. The scandal-monger is the
murderer of reputations, the destroyer of
domestic peace, the insuperable obstacle
to the mutual friendliness of neighbors.
This 'rejoicing in iniquity’ is the besetting
sin of idle people.”

Not only is slander a civil offense of
libel, but it has ever been an offense
against divine law. God’s law against
such devilish demeanor was incorporated
in the ten commandments. “Thou shalt
not bear false witness against thy neigh-
bor.”  (Exodus 2:160). Again: “Thou
shalt not raise a false report: put not
thine hand with the wicked to be an
unrighteous witness.” (Exodus 23:1). The
same prohibition of pernicious propagan-
da is retained under the gospel and we
are exhorted to put away “all bitterness”
and “evil speaking.” (Eph. 4:31). Also,
“Speak not evil one to another, brethren.”
(James 4:11). Brethren need to realize
that they can be lost for rejecting these
divine principles, just as an alien sinner
can be lost for rejecting Acts 2:38.

The magnitude of this sin is empha-

sized in the fact that slander is an abom-
ination to God. Solomon listed seven
items that God hates, and concludes the
list by stating that He despises: “A false
witness that speaketh lies, and he that
soweth discord among brethren.” (Prov.
6:16-19). The wise man further evaluat-
ed this evil, saying, “He that uttereth
a slander, is a fool.” (Prov. 10:18). Jere-
miah later stated that the person who
utters slander is not to be trusted. (Jer.
9:4).

The scriptures also account for the
gravity of this sin. Jesus taught that
“false witness” arises in the heart of man,
and “defiles the man.” (Matt. 15:19). The
Lord then concluded that such were
symptoms of an evil heart. (Luke 6:45).
David accused the Jews of wickedness
because they gave their mouth to evil,
framed deceit with their tongue, spoke
against their brother, and were guilty of
slander. (Psa. 50:16, 19, 20). Jeremiah
classifies the slanderer with the “grievous
revolters,” and the “corrupters” (Jere-
miah  6:28). Solomon very caustically
denounced the slander in this manner:
“An hypocrite with his mouth destroyed
his neighbor.” (Prov. 11:9). David said
the wicked love deceitful words, but God
would destroy them. “Thou lovest evil
more than good; and lying rather than
to speak righteousness. Thou lovest de-
vouring words, O thou deceitful tongue.
God shall likewise destroy thee for ever.”
(Psa. 52:3-5).

David stated that his enemies slander-
ed him, and took counsel to slay him.
(Psa. 31:3). I recently heard of a true
story where an innocent man was mur-
dered because of slander propagated
about him and the murderer. This but
suggests the dangerous end of such slan-
ders. Even serious enough is that charac-
ters of innocent ones have been murdered
by unscrupulous individuals, both within
and without the church. A man’s repu-
tation is to him a very great treasure. It
is worth more than rubies or gold, nor
can it be bought with them. Years of
ardent fidelity to right principles have
gone into an honorable reputation, but
how easily it can be damaged, and some
times permanently, with one stroke of the
sword of slander. Sincere Christians can-
not be guilty of inflicting such damage
upon the priceless reputation of another,
and one who is guilty of such incestuous

conduct cannot be a genuine Christian.
There is of course, a vast difference
between slander and actual sins of which

one may be guilty. If one is a sinner,

and will not repent of his waywardness,
he should be exposed publicly and fellow-
ship with him withdrawn. But this is
quite different from peddling gossip,
groundless suspicious, and baseless re-
flections upon one’s character. There
should be unmistakable and convincing
evidence of evil, just hear-say or
prejudicial propaganda, before we pass on
as fact an evil report of another.

not

As servants of the Lord, we should be
impressed with the sober seriousness of
this sin; and if guilty of it, repent, ask
the forgiveness of God Almighty, and
the forgiveness of the one whom we have
injured with such sinful conduct. For the
reason of the scriptures already observed,
it is quite evident that a slanderer can-
not possibly go to heaven. God Al-
mighty abhors such a character, and
hates, his wicked works. It is a tragedy,
however, that slanderers are on the loose,
seed of discord in

sowing their some
churches.

God very plainly specified how the
slanderer should be dealt with under the

Mosaic economy. “If a false witness rise
up against any man to testify against him
that which is wrong; then both the men,
between whom the controversy is. shall
stand before the Lord, before the priests
and the judges, which shall be in those
days; and the judges shall make diligent
inquisition: and, behold, if the witness
be a false witness, and hath testified
falsely against his brother; then shall ye
do unto him, as he had thought to have
done unto his brother: so shalt thou put
the evil away from among you.” (Deut.
19:16-19). God avowed he would “cut
off -- disavow, disfellowship — the
person that “slandereth his neighbor.”
(Psa. 101:5). The nature of this sin has
not been altered by time, neither has God
changed his fearful attitude toward it,
nor are His punishments for it today less
severe. We should remember that even
by our words we shall be judged. Jesus
said, “But I say unto you, That every
idle word that men shall speak, they shall
give account thereof in the day of judg-
ment. For by thy words thou shalt be
justified, and by thy words thou shalt
be condemned.” (Matt. 12:36-37). The
slanderer’'s own words, therefore, shall
condemn him at the judgment bar of
God.

Some time ago I came in possession of
the following poem, the author of which
is unknown to this writer. It has helped
me to refrain from evil speaking, and
may be of assistance to the reader. Its
title is: “They Say.”

“They say!” Well, if it should be so,
Why need you tell the tale of woe?
Will it the bitter wrong redress,



Or make the pang of sorrow less?
Will it the erring one restore,
Henceforth, to “go and sin no more?”

“They say?” Oh, pause and look within—
See how thine heart inclines to sin;
And lest in dark temptation’s hour,
Thou too should sink beneath its
power;
Pity the frail, weep o’er their fall,
But speak of good, or not at all.

“They say!” Ah, well, suppose they do!
But can they prove the story true?
Why count yourself among the “they,”
Who whisper what they dare not say?
Suspicion may arise from naught,
But malice, envy, and want of thought.

“They say!” But why the tale rehearse,
And help to make the matter worse?
No good can possibly accrue,
From telling what may be untrue;
And is it not a nobler plan,
To speak of all, the best you can?

Future Of The Church
By LLOYD E. ELLIS

There are many examples of the de-
featist idea in the Bible. Think of the
ten spies who insisted they could not
take the land the Lord had promised them.
(Num. 13:26-31). Or, the man with the
one talent. (Matt. 25:18-30).

Then there are those who think the
world is “going to the dogs” and the
church along with it.

But I prefer to think upon a different
subject. No doubt we should no'! close
our eyes to the problems with which we
are confronted, but we ought to remem-
ber those who through faith in God
conquered, although many others could
see only failure. Think of Joshua and
Caleb, who, though greatly outnumbered,
maintained their faith in God and even
after forty years of being forced to
wander in the wilderness because of the

sins of others, at last entered into the
promised land.
There are many Joshuas and Calebs

today who are also forced to fight many
battles because of unfaithful men. but if
they maintain their faith and works, they
too, shall be enabled to enter into the
home which has been promised to the
followers of the Lord.

Jesus promised that the powers of the
Hadean world would not prevail. (Matt.
16:18). Not only was the power of
Hades wunable to prevent Christ from
establishing His church, but the church
shall be victorious over all opposition in
the end, and those who have followed
the Lord shall enter into the place pre-
pared. (Jno. 14).
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The events of centuries confirm the
prophecies of the Old Testament and
the promises of the Lord. From the past
it was indicated that the church — the
Kingdom or Rule of God — would have
a small beginning, but would grow, (Dan.
2:44) and never be destroyed. Through
a spiritual warfare (Eph. 6:12; 2 Cor.
10:3, 4) it would conquer other kingdoms
which must fall one by one until at last
they are no more.

The church, or kingdom of God, can
never be shaken. (Heb. 12:28). It will
continue, and when Jesus returns He will
turn the rule over to the Father. (1 Cor.
15:24).

At the present time (as history shows
there have often been in the past), there
are conflicting views about many matters.
There is contention and strife even
among brethren in the Lord on many
points in a number of places. Most of
these differences arise over opinions and
how to do something which the Lord
has said should be done. He tells us
to work and we acknowledge that He has
told us what to do, but so often when
He has left the “how” for us to deter-
mine, we differ and cause disturbance
because one thinks one way is better than
another. Men try to force their opinions
upon other men and tell them they must
do something in a certain way or they
will be “disfellowshiped.”

It is true that the Bible warns concern-
ing departing from the faith, and some
have done that in the past and many
more may do so in the future. We ought
to be careful, but also remember that
there is work to be done and we ought
to be busy about the Lord’s business
which should be our own business in life
also.

Neither individuals nor churches ought
to stop because of criticism. An indi-
vidual who quits the church because of
opposition or because other men sin, is
not very strong — that kind of person
would have deserted Joshua and Caleb.

At the present time we have no time
to hesitate or stop. We need to go for-
ward. We need to plan greater work and
activity. Each Christian ought to be
thinking of what he can do, and then be
busy. If each Christian will do that, we
shall go forward. Remember the church
will live and go on doing, and growing
and carrying out its God-given purpose
in the world. Be true to it.

Who Is A Christian?
(By GUSSIE LAMBERT

What are you religiously? Most peo-
ple will answer by telling you first, what
denomination they are a member of and,
second, if pressed, they will tell you they
are a Christian. But according to the

Bible, being a Christian is not a second-
hand matter.
A Christian is one who wears a scrip-

tural name. “. . . the disciples were
called Christians first in Antioch.” (Acts
11:26). Were the disciples ever called
by the religious name you wear? The

“

scriptures were given . for instruc-
tion in righteousness.” (2 Tim. 3:16). We
can wear the name Christian by the in-
struction of the scriptures. Where do
the scriptures instruct us to wear the re-
ligious name you wear? We glory in re-
ferring to the Son of God by the names
given to Him in the scriptures. Hence,
we call Him Wonderful, Counsellor, The
mighty God, the everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6), Jesus (Matt.
1:21), Christ (Matt. 16:16). But would
we call our Savior something that is not
in the scriptures? Then why would we
presume to «call his people something
that is not named in the scriptures?

A Christian is made by the teaching
and persuasion of the apostles. Agrippa
said to Paul “. . . almost thou persuadest
me to be a Christian.” (Acts 26:28). Ac-
cordingly, in churches of Christ we teach
and persuade men to be Christians. But
where did the apostles teach or persuade
men to be what you are religiously? Is
it not better for us to be scriptural in
name? Can a thing be scriptural in
name that is not named in the scriptures?

A Christian is one who can glorify
God. but if any man suffer as a
Christian, let him not be ashamed; but
let him glorify God in this name.” (I
Pei. 4:16 ASV). The apostles rejoiced
in suffering for the Lord’s name. (Acts
5:41). Surely in wearing the name
Christian we wear the name of Christ
and in suffering as Christians we suffer
for Christ. But where are we promised
it will glorify God if we suffer in the
name of any other religious body?

But we are told that the name Chris-
tian was given to the people of God in
derision. In reply we ask, “what shame
or reproach could be attached to wear-
ing the name of Christ?” Remember, the
apostles rejoiced to suffer for his name
(Acts  5:41). Furthermore, when the
enemies of Christ wished to bring re-
proach upon His followers they did not
use the name Christian but rather called
them “the sect of the Nazarenes.” (Acts
24:5).

Please observe that in the New Testa-
ment the disciples were called “Chris-
tians” without any prefix or suffix.
Would it not be better today if we were
all just Christians, “one in Christ Jesus.”
'Gal. 3:28). members of his body (1 Cor.
12:27)? Seeing it is eminently scriptural
to be a Christian, we plead with you to
drop all other proper names as a disciple
of Christ.



Abiding In Christ

By FLOYD J. SPIVEY

"Abide in me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except
it abide in the vine; no more can ye, ex-
cept ye abide in me” (John 15:4).

As we study the lesson of the vine and
the branches, there are a few fundament-
al principles that we learn which must
be in the lives of men and women if they
acceptable to the Lord. We
notice first, the branch bears the leaves
and fruit; but while they do this, they
must be attached to the vine. The vine
gives life to the branch, which
the branch to bear the leaves and fruit.
If the branch
then there is no life in the branch, and
where there is no life, there can be no
fruit or leaves.

would be

enables

is severed from the vine,

is to be
that we are connected with the vine. Not
just but the Jesus
is the true vine. “I am the true vine, and
my Father is the husbandman” (John 15:
1). This being true, the question then is,
How can we get into Christ, the
vine, so as to become a branch? We do
not become a branch by natural birth,
because Jesus said: “. Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God” (John 3:5). In Romans 11, Paul
speaks of the Gentiles being grafted into
the olive true. Now if becoming a Chris-
tian is likened to being grafted into an
olive tree, would not the same figure of
speech be in order here? That is, we
become a branch in the true vine by be-
ing grafted in? What is necessary in graft-
ing?

1. The branch must be trimmed. We
must be trimmed of sin and sinful prac-
tices by repentance. (Luke 13:3; Acts 17:
30).

2.  An incision must be made in the
The of the Master, the
vine, was opened on the cross. “But one

The first concern then sure

any vine, true vine.

true

vine. side true
of the soldiers with a spear pierced his
side, and forthwith came there out blood
and water” (John 19:34). And Jesus said

this blood was for the remission of sins.

(Matt. 26:28). It was the purchase price
of the church (Acts 20:28), and the
church is made up of branches of the

true vine. (1 Cor. 12:27).

3. The branch must then be placed in
the vine. We are placed in Christ by
baptism. “For as many of you as have
been baptized into Christ have put on
Christ” (Gal. 3:27). It was in His death
that His side was opened (John 19:24);
and we are Dbaptized His death;
“Know ye mnot, that so many of us as

into

were baptized into Jesus Christ were bap-
tized into his death? Therefore we are
buried with him by baptism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk in newness of
life” (Rom. 6:3, 4).

Thus we are grafted into the true vine.
But that is not all, we must abide in this
vine, live,
grow foliage. When we are grafted in,
then we begin to draw our life from the
vine, and we must abide, remain, live in
the vine to enjoy life.

if we would bear fruit and

What Must We Abide In?

1. In Christ. “Abide in me, and I in
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of

itself, except it abide in the vine; no
more can Yye, except ye abide in me”
(John 15:4). If we abide in Christ, it

means that we will walk in faith, purity,
and uprightness. Listen to John: “He
that saith he abideth in him ought him-
self also to walk, even as he walked.” (1

John 2:6). A person who carries envy,
hatred, jealousy and ill will toward his
brother is not walking as He walked,

therefore is not abiding in Christ. A man
that neglects the work of the Lord, is
not walking as Jesus walked, for He put
the will of His Father
that man is not abiding
abide in Christ means, to
thought, work as He worked,
faithful as He was faithful.

2. Must abide in His love. “If ye keep
my commandments, ye shall abide in my

first. Therefore
in Christ. To
think as He
and be

love; even as I have kept my Father's
commandments, and abide in his love”
(John 15:10). He tells us how we can

abide in his love. “If ye keep my com-
mandments, ye shall abide in my love.”
He also said, “. . . If a man love me, he
will keep my words . ..” (John 14:23).
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This is not hard to understand, “keep his
How many? All he
gave. If not, just which ones are we to
leave out?

3. Must abide in His doctrine. “Who-
soever transgresseth, and abideth not in

the doctrine of Christ, hath not God” (2
John 9). This will prevent us going be-

commandments.”

yond the things that the Lord has au-
thorized. The denominational world has
gone beyond this in many things: The

Lord said sing (Eph. 5:19), they play an
instrument. When they do this, they are
not abiding in the Christ.
The Lord said worship Him in spirit and
truth  (John 4:24), they wuse entertain-
ments and things that appeal to the ap-

doctrine of

petites of man. This is going beyond,
hence not abiding in the doctrine of
Christ. The Lord gave the name Chris-

tian (Isa. 62:2; Acts 11:26), they have
adopted many names; therefore going be-
yond and failing to abide in the doctrine
of Christt What did John say about
such? “. . . hath not God . . .” (2 John
9). But there are times when I wonder
if we do not look too far away, and fail
to look close to home. We can see those
in the

things denominational world, but

I wonder if we see the tendency in that
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direction in our own midst? I have
noticed in several congregations the de-
sire and effort to build up chorus and
quartet singing rather than congregation-
al singing. Such things will ultimately
lead to things that should not be. It
creates a show-off spirit and a feeling of
superiority on the part of the special
group doing the singing. Beside this,
what can we say about the denomination-
al world having a choir, if we have a lot
of this special group singing? Mr. Web-
ster says: “A group of trained singers.
especially in a church” is a choir. I have
seen these things in practice, and when I
sounded a warning note, I immediately
became a killjoy and back number. I
was given to understand that the young
people enjoyed those things, and that
they should be encouraged in them. I
have rarely seen groups like that but
what they soon took to singing the type
of songs that put melody in the heel in-
stead of the heart. Let us beware.

Another thing that is creeping upon
us is this “The local preacher must be
a good entertainer.” The cry is some-
thing like this: “Let us have a man that
will work with our young people and
keep them interested in the right things.
But really what they mean is this, “Let
him be a good entertainer.” One place I
moved to, one of the first questions asked
me was this: “What do you have for our
young people in the way of entertain-
ment?” I answered: “Nothing.” The
Lord created the home as a social institu-

tion, and the church is not in the en-
tertainment business. (No, I have not
soured on the world, and the sun is

shining while I am writing this, and I
have all the work I can do. I am just
sounding a warning.) Let us be sure that
we abide in the doctrine of Christ at all
times. And that means more than being
baptized for the remission of sins and
opposing instrumental music.

What Are The Results of Abiding?

1. Bringing forth much fruit. “I am
the vine, ye are the branches. He that
abideth in me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit; for without
me ye can do nothing” (John 15:15). Not
merely bring forth fruit, but much fruit.
We should desire to be a fruitful branch.

2. Answer to our prayers. “If ye a-
bide in me, and my words abide in you,
ye shall ask what you will, and it shall
be done unto you” (John 15.7).
Before we pray and ask the Fa-
ther to bestow blessings upon us, it
would be well to examine ourselves and
see if we are abiding in Him. If we are
not abiding in the vine, then our prayers
will not be answered (Prov. 28:9; John 9:

31).
3. That we may have confidence.

12

“And now, little children, abide in him;
that, when he shall appear, we may have
confidence, and not be ashamed before
him at his coming” (1 John 2:38). We
certainly want to have confidence at his
coming.

4.  Freedom from sin. “Whosoever
abideth in him sinneth not . . .” (1 John
3:6). When we sin we have departed
from Christ, we have ceased to abide in
His love, His commandments and in
Him. So long as we abide in Christ, the
vine, we will not sin.

5. Companionship of the Father and
the Son. “. . . He that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the
Father and the Son” (2 John 9). Again

. If a man love me, he will keep
my words: and my Father will love him,
and we will come unto him, and make
our abode with him” (John 14:23). Think
of this, the Father and the Son walking
the pathway of life with us. What more
could we ask?

The Results of Failing to Abide

“If a man abide not in me, he is cast:
forth as a branch, and is withered; and
men gather them, and cast them into the
fire, and they are burned” (John 15:6).
What a horrible thought, wither, die,
burn for ever more. The severed branch
has no source of life and must perish and
be burned. Friend, are you abiding in
Christ? Think seriously, life is short,
death is certain, and the judgment awaits
us all.

RELIGION

By H. H. DUNN

It is customary to preface a discussion
of religion with a definition of that
word. It is generally understood that
the word religion means a binding back.
That is that man went away from God
through disobedience and being thus
separated from God needs to be bound
back to God, that he might enjoy the
presence and blessings of his creator.
Bui, for this discussion we are consider-
ing religion as the activity of life or
manner of life or means of service that
is employed in worship.

It is an absolute truism that man is a
worshipful being. Regardless of the time
or place in which he lives or has lived,
man has always and always will worship.
There are three things essential to wor-
ship. First, there must be a worshiper.
There must be someone to do the wor-
shipping. Second, there must be an ob-
ject to worship. Third, the service that
the worshiper renders unto the object of
his worship. Religion is essentially a

doing. That which is worshiped, a god.
The worshiper, a servant, and the ser-
vice that the servant gives unto his god
is his religion.

Paul writing to the Corinthians says,
“For though there be that are called
gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as
there be gods many, and lords many)”
(I Cor. 85). When Paul went into
Athens he found the people of that city
worshiping many gods. (Acts 17).

So it is today throughout the earth
man is still worshipful and many are
the gods that he serves. His religion is
his activity in striving to obtain and enjoy
the blessings that he thinks accrue from
serving his god. One has said that re-
ligion is that faith and manner of living
that gives to man contentment and quiet
peace within himself. Regardless of what
or whom one serves as god, that one may
find self-contentment and quiet peace
within. Those who worship the god of
the rivers and sacrifice their children to
their gods find self-contentment and
quiet peace within, when they see the
crocodile  devour their offspring. The
orientals who worship their thousands of
gods are daily seeking to please them that
the worshiper might have the satisfaction
of thinking that he has received the favor
of his god.

There are those of our country as well
as of all countries of the earth who have
made money their god. Whose religion is
the way in or by which they serve and
try to obtain their god. Perhaps no god
has ever commanded, demanded and ob-
tained more servile worship than has the
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god of money. It has been said that re-
ligion has been the cause of more sorrow,
heartaches, broken homes, wars and
bloodshed than any other cause. The re-
ligion of those who worship the god of
money has certainly contributed a large
share to those sorrows of the earth. All
that the worshipers of money might have
self-contentment and a sense of well be-
ing for the present. How truly said the
wise man of old (Solomon) when he be-
held such, “All is vanity and vexation of
the spirit, and there is no profit under
the sun.”

There is a religion that will give to
the hearts of the worshipers complete
contentment and assurance of the joys
at the right hand of the eternal God, the
Creator of heaven and earth, joys for-
evermore. That is the religion which has
for its worship and unto whom the wor-
shiper gives his service the “God that
made the world and all things therein,
seeing that he is Lord of heaven and
earth, dwelleth not in temples made with
hands; Neither is worshiped with men'’s
hands, as though he needed anything,
seeing he giveth all life and breath, and
all things; And hath made of one blood
all nations of men for to dwell on all the
face of the earth, and hath determined
the times before appointed, and the
bounds of their habitation; That they
should seek the Lord, if haply they might
feel after him, and find him, though he
be not far from every one of us: For
in him we live, and move, and have our
being.” (Acts 17:24-28). The God who
has proved His mighty power from the
creation of heaven and earth throughout
the ages until they that reject Him as
God and refuse to worship Him are
without excuse.

He. the God of heaven, has given to
the earth three great religions. First, the
Patriarchal religion in which those who
worshiped their creator served him and
received his blessings. Second, the Jew-
ish religion. Those who worshiped the
God of heaven and served Him accord-
ing to His will found themselves the
recipients of His blessings throughout
that age. Third, and last the God of hea-
ven sent His Son into the world to give
unto humanity a religion that will fill
His heart with peace and the earth with
joy that passeth understanding. That is
the religion of the Bible. That is the
religion that meets the approval of the
God of heaven. That is Christianity.

Christianity has for its worship a lov-
ing and benignant heavenly Father; its
aim. the salvation and uplifting of hu-
manity and finally, rest in the Paradise
that is prepared for them that serve Him
faithfully here. No religion offers to
mankind the manifold blessings of Chris-
tianity. Christianity has never harmed a

creature of heaven nor earth. Has never
brought sorrow into any heart. It makes
better men of those determined to serve
its God; better homes, better communi-
ties in which to live. Yet no religion has
ever had fiercer enemies. It is not hard
to understand why. Christianity con-
demns all other religion. All gods but
the God of heaven are denounced by
the faithful Christian. The devotees of
all other religions oppose Christianity,
When Christ, the author of Christianity,

in His sermon on the mount, recorded in
Matthew 5, 6, and 7, laid down the fun-
damental principles that are to govern
the lives of Christians, He gave a system
of religion that, if all men would accept
and follow, the earth would bloom as a
rose; peace and contentment would be
found everywhere. The laborer would
receive a just and equitable wage; be
content therewith and render unto his
employer service as unto himself. The
industrialist would receive better labor
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for his wage expended and see that his
laborers are cared for. The cry of that
laborer whose hire has been kept back
by fraud would not enter into the ears of
the Lord of Sabaoth.

Again, it is not all who worship the
God of heaven whose religion is accept-
able unto Him. Hear Christ as He speaks
concerning a certain people’s religion:
“This people draweth nigh unto me with
their mouth, and honoureth me with their
lips: but their heart is far from me. But
in vain do they worship me, teaching for
doctrine the commandments of men.”
(Matt. 15:8, 9). From this we learn that
for our religion to be acceptable unto
God our doctrine and practice must be
not according to the commandments of
men but according to doctrine of Christ.
(2 John 9:10).

“If any man among you seem to be
religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but
deceiveth his own heart, this man’s re-
ligion is vain.” (James 1:26). It will not
avail. But “pure religion and undefiled
before God and the Father is this, to
visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep unspotted from
the world” (James 1:27). That religion
is acceptable to the God of heaven.

There are others who have the lusts
of the flesh for their god and their re-
ligion the means by which they serve
that lust, of whom Paul warned in Phil-
ippians  3:18-19, “For many walk, of
whom I have told you often, and now tell

you even weeping, that they are the
enemies of the cross of Christ: Whose
end is destruction, whose god is their

belly, and whose glory is their shame,
who mind earthly things. Their religion
is to bend every effort to the serving their
god, the lusts of the flesh.

Still others make reason their religion.
To them philosophy is god. They deny
the God of heaven and belittle the re-
ligion of those who worship Him. They
obtain a few known facts and from them
by their religion of reason develop a
vast amount of conjecture. It is recog-
nized by all who study their religion with
an unbiased mind, that it is based entirely
upon assumption. They have no proof
whatsoever to offer. It is all assumed.
Take assumption away from the evolu-
tionist and his religion falls to the ground.
They take a few known facts concern-
ing the workings of nature within the
past few centuries and assume that such
has been forever in the distant past. Mark
Twain showed that within a space of less
than two hundred years the Mississippi
River by cutting across bends had short-
ened itself by more than two hundred
miles from Cairo to New Orleans That
is an absolutely known fact. Then said
Twain, “If 1 were a scientist and wanted
to make a great show what an opportun-
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ity I would have. No scientist or evolu-
tionist had so much undisputed fact to
reason from.” By their process of reason-
ing that things of nature working in the
immediate past have always so worked,
then a million years ago the Mississippi
River was more than one million, three
hundred thousand miles long and stuck
out over the Gulf of Mexico like a fish-
ing pole. And Twain reasoning from the
evolutionist’'s view point could see that
within not too many centuries the Old

Mississippi  will be but one and three-
quarters miles long. Cairo and New Or-
leans will then be going together, their
streets having joined and both cities
with but one mayor and under one set
of aldermen. In the words of Twain,
“How wonderful indeed is science (The
religion of the so-called science) one gets
such a vast amount of conjecture from
so few facts.”

Let me plead with you at this time to
take the God of heaven as your God.

what shall we do?
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Christianity as your religion. Serve Him
diligently with the assurance of Paul,
"That your labor is not in vain in the
Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). Soon, yea all too
soon, we shall all have come to the end
of life's way. What shall the future hold
for us? Here are the words of some
men who had reason for their religion
until they had come to the end of the
way:

Ingersoll, 1899: “O God. if there be a
God; save my soul, if I have a soul.”

Voltaire. 1778: “I am abandoned by
God and man! I will give you half of
what I am worth, if you will give me
six months’ life!” (This was said to Dr.
Frochin, who told him it could not be.)
"Then I shall go to hell and you shall go
with me. O Jesus Christ.”

Churchill. 1764: * What a fool I have
been.”
Hobbes, 1689: T say again, if I had

the whole world to dispose of, I would
give it to live one day. I am about to
take a leap in the dark.”

Gibbon, 1794: "All is now lost, finally,
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latest,

irrevocably lost. All is dark and doubt-
ful.”

Thos. Paine, 1809: “O Lord, help me!

0 God, what have I done to suffer so
much? What will become of me here-
after? Stay with me, for I cannot bear
to be left alone! Send even a child to play
with me.”

Now contrast with those statements
that of Paul, the fearless apostle of Jesus
Christ who worshiped the God of heaven
and. had Christianity for his religion.

Paul, said in 2 Timothy 4:6-8. “For I

am now ready to be offered and the time
of my departure is at hand. I have fought
a good fight, I have finished my course,
1 have kept the faith: Henceforth there
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall
give me at that day: and not to me only,
but to all them also that love his appear-
ing.”

It is up to us all to choose our god
and our religion. May the God of heaven
help us all to choose Him to worship, and
Christianity as our religion. That when

and perhaps his

crowning

“One of the

characters.  Every

interest in

They are designed for Bible
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we come to the end of life’'s way it may
be with the assurance of Paul and not the
fears of those who serve other gods.

REUEL LEMMONS CHALLENGES
IBARAKA EVANGELISTS

'When ] return in ten years, I expect
to find one hundred and fifty churches in
the province of Ibaraki.”

With these words Reuel Lemmons
challenged and inspired 34 gospel preach-
ers, who represented 30 churches in the
province, to greater efforts in the work
of Christ. This took place in the city of
Mito, the capital of the province of Ibar-
aki, where Lemmons addressed 27 na-
tive preachers, and seven evangelists
from America, who had gathered to hear
him. As a result of this fellowship, the
brethren felt that a window had been
opened through which they could see
with greater clarity the churches of
Christ in America. And with greater
knowledge of the vast brotherhood to
which they belong, they could with hearts
linked together by the same faith, in
greater confidence and hope, pioneer the
gospel of Christ in this land in which Sa-
tan has for so long held sway. All felt
that it was well worth the money and
personal sacrifice involved on the part
of all concerned. It is our hope that
ten years will see this vision fulfilled, as
God wills.

H. A.DIXON VISITS IBARAKI

On Saturday, Nov. 17, H. A. Dixon,
President of Freed-Hardeman College,
visited the campus of Ibaraki Christian
College, accompanied by George Gur-
ganus of the Yoyogi-hachiman church in
Tokyo, and three tourists to Japan—
Dorothy Nelson, Jackie Ludlam, and Dr.
Woodrow Whitten.

After a conducted tour of the campus,
the group attended a special gathering
of over six hundred members of the
faculty and student body, at which time
Dixon spoke.

According to Japanese custom, flowers
were presented to Dixon and Whitten.
Dixon’s visit had to be cut short because
of a busy schedule of meetings held in
connection with the Far-East Fellowship,
conducted annually by brethren of the
U. S. military congregations in the To-
kyo area.

His visit was a source of encourage-
ment to all, and was the first time the
president of one of our Christian schools
in America was able to visit with us.—
Joseph Cannon.

J. C. Choate, Box 33, Belzoni, Miss.,
Dec. 19, 1956: Last Lord’s day there
was one restored and one identified with
the church here.
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CHRISTIAN COLLEGE PRESIDENTS
MEET ON HARDING CAMPUS

Presidents of the Christian colleges

met on the Harding College campus Dec.
6-7 with "Institutional and Public Rela-
tions for Christian Colleges” as the
theme of their two-day meeting.

Dr. Geo. S. Benson, president of Hard-
ing College and host for the meeting
welcomed the administrators at the open-
ing session. Others appearing on the
program included Don Morris, president
of Abilene Christian College; James
Baird, president of Central Christian Col-
lege; Willard Collins, vice-president of
David Lipscomb College; Hugh Tiner,
president of George Pepperdine College;
James Cope, president of Florida Chris-
tian College; and Clay Pullias. president
of David Lipscomb College.

Two Harding faculty members—Gen-
Peyton Campbell, executive assistant to
the president, and Russell L. Simmons,
director of publicity and publications-—
also appeared on the program.

LIPSCOMB TO SPONSOR TOUR
OF EUROPE

(By WILLARD COLLINS)

David Lipscomb College will sponsor
an educational tour, “The Heart of
Europe,” on which students may earn
three hours of college credit. The voyage
will be made by the S. S. Aurora, leav-
ing New York City June 30 and return-
ing September 2.

Alumni and other friends and sup-
porters of the college may go as passen-
gers rather than students, if they prefer.
Brother Morris P. Landiss, member of
the Lipscomb faculty and a gospel
preacher, will be the tour director.

The tour will be conducted by Wells
Tours, Los Angeles, Calif, and will in-

clude England, Holland, Belgium, Ger-
many, Austria, Switzerland, Spain, Italy,
and France, in that order. The group

will spend enough time in the important
cities of these countries to become ac-
quainted with them.

Young people and others thinking of

entering the foreign mission field will
find this tour, directed by a gospel
preacher, an opportunity to learn more

about people and places in other lands—
knowledge that will help them in their
preparations for this important service.
Brother Landiss teaches English and
Bible at Lipscomb, and for several years

he has taught high school English in
night classes at Watkins Institute in
Nashville.

Anyone interested in Lipscomb’s first

educational tour of Europe is invited to
write the Vice-President’s office, David
Lipscomb College, Nashville 5, Tenn,
for further information.

ANOTHER ARTICLE IN JANUARY
CORONET

The work of the Gospel Press con-
tinues to go forward as another gospel
article entitled “Morality Isn’t Enough”
has been placed in the January issue of
Coronet to appear on the news stands
about December 15. This makes a total
of five articles that have been placed in
this magazine of almost 3,000,000 cir-
culation by the Gospel Press.

Brother Alan Bryan, president of the
Gospel Press, continues in an effective
way to interest brethren in this work.
Plans are being made for expansion of
these activities during the coming year.

Lloyd E. Ellis, 231 Fourth Ave., Box
207, Chula Vista, Calif., Nov. 21, 1956:
One has been baptized and five placed
membership since the last report. Visit
us in Chula Vista when you come to San
Diego.

Walter W. Leamons, Junction, Tex.,
Dec. 9, 1956: My father, W. D. Leam-
ons, died at McAlester, Okla., December
1, leaving 11 children, 24 grandchildren,
and 15 great-grandchildren. He was a
Christian and nearly 87 years of age.
Funeral services were conducted by his
home congregation, Grapeland. Tex., on
December 3.

Claude Robertson, Paris, Texas, Dec.
5, 1956: I recently did the preaching in
a meeting for the West Paris church. One
was baptized and two restored. We have
had 10 added to our forces during the
past two weeks at the College church.

Will W. Slater, Box 7178, Sylvian Sta-

tion, Fort Worth 11, Tex., Dec. 6, 1956:
I am arranging my work for 1957. If
you can use me in a meeting I will be
glad to assist you. I enjoy working with
small congregations, and am glad to
make the sacrifice to do so. I would
also like to teach singing schools, teach-
ing rudiments of music. Singing school
work is badly needed in most places.
City churches, as a whole, are neglecting
their young people in this field of service.

John French, 2716 Lewis, Little Rock,
Ark., Dec. 2, 1956: Jimmy Allen preach-
ed here November 12-18; eleven re-
spond, eight of which were baptized. I
preached recently in two meetings near
Searcy: Bethel Grove and Holly Springs.
Six were baptized. Three were baptized
here this week, two were restored and
one identified.

Bob Hoover, 2021 65th St., Lubbock,
Tex., November 15, 1956: Since the
12th of October, we have had 22 addi-
tions to the forces here at Vandelia Vil-
lage. Some of these responded during
our recent gospel meeting conducted by
Mid McKnight of Hale Center, Tex. The
brethren here are minded to work, and
now plans are being made for more ex-
pansion after the first of the year.

Lewis Mikell, 59 Garfield Ave., Gal-
lipolis, Ohio, Nov. 23, 1956: Eight were
baptized in my recent meeting at Hen-
derson, West Va. I am now in a good
meeting at Bloomingrose, West Va. At-
tendance is good considering the snow
and cold. My final meeting of this
Year begins December 9 at Cross City,
Fla.

W. Joe Hacker, Jr., Levy Church of
Christ, North Little Rock, Ark. Nov.
26, 1956: November 18 we had four
responses—one restored, two baptized,
and one to place membership. On that
day we also set a record for attendance
in Bible study. November 25 we had
one to be restored. December 9 we will
enter our new building. During that
week we are having a lectureship on the
theme, “What Is The Church of Christ?”
The speakers will be preachers from the
Greater Little Rock area.

George W. Thompson, P. O. Box 853,
Houma, La., December 15, 1956: We
have closed one year of labor with the
church in Houma. The Lord has in-
deed blessed our work here. Thirty-four
responded to the invitation, seventeen
baptized and seventeen confessing errors.
Both attendance and contribution have
increased beyond our hopes. 1 have
time next year for meetings and would
like to hear from those who are unable to
pay for meetings. I preached this sum-
mer in meetings for the church at Der-
mott. Ark, New Iberia, Gretna, and
Blanchard. La. We desire your prayers
for our efforts in this field.

Floyd A. Decker, 1811 Jackson St.,
Monroe, La., Dec. 17, 1956: This past
week I accepted an invitation to work

with the church at Tupelo. Miss. We
will be moving about the last week in

January and begin work on February 1.
My work here has been fruitful. I have
had full cooperation of the elders during
The church
peace and the future looks bright.

my stay in Monroe. is at
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Prepare Now For Your Vacation Bible School-----

Two New Workbooks

1. What Must I Do?
A Workbook Designed for Juniors

TWELVE LESSONS —

First and Great Commandment: Love God; Obedience to God’s Commands; The Plan
of Salvation; Second Greatest Commandment; Obedience to Parents; Obedience to
Elders; Obedience to Civil Authorities; Worship; Pure Thoughts and Sound Speech;
Everyday Living; The Temple of God: Your Body; Rejoice in Thy Youth.

) () G () D () D () G () D ()

2. The Graces and Responsibilities
of Christian Young People

A Workbook for Young People

TWELVE LESSONS —

Faith; Virtue; Knowledge; Temperance; Patience; Godliness; Brotherly Kindness;
Charity; Responsibility to God; Responsibility to Parents; Responsibility to Our Fellow-
man; Responsibility to Ourselves.

Material in these books has been prepared by Mrs. Opalene Kail of Little Rock.
The author his had much experience in preparing teachable material for young people.
She has made a thorough study of their needs. In our opinion it is the best of its kind
in print. Your Junior and Young People’s classes will enjoy the study, and they will
learn lessons that will help them as long as they live.

Each book contains 32 pages (6x9 inches), plus an attractive two-color cover.

May we urge that every congregation order a copy of each of these books for

inspection.

Price, per single copy, 35¢; six or more 30c each

Gospel Light Publishing Company

Delight, Arkansas
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Good Books For Your Home Library . ..

We list below a few of the many good books
which The Gospel Light regularly carries in stock.
Good books are an asset to any home. We would
be happy to take care of your needs. Write us about
any book you might desire that is not listed below:

COMMENTARIES
Matthew and Mark, McGarvey U ... 3.00
Luke, LAMAT ...ooveeiiiiiicieeeeeeeeeee et 3.00
John, JONNSON ....covviiieiieiiieicceeeeeee e 3.00
Acts, MCGATVEY .....ouviiiiiiiici s 3.50
ACES, BOLES .ot 3.50
Vision of the Ages (Revelation) Johnson . 3.00
Revelation, Hinds . e 350
Barnes Notes on N. T. (11 Vols ) .......................................... 35.00
People’s N. T. With Notes, Johnson, (2 Vols.) ... 5.00
Romans, Lard B e 350
Hebrews, Milligan ..........ccccoouovniniieiciicniceceeecas 3.00
Irwin’s Bible Commentary ........... .. 3.50
Adam Clark, Entire Bible (6 VOIS.) ..c.ccceeuererrernirccrenerennes 24.50
Jamieson, Fausett and Brown, Entire Bible ... 795

CONCORDANCES
Cruden’s Complete Concordance ...........ccooeuvevicriicicnncnnn 3.50

Young's New Analytical
Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance

Harper’s Topical Concordance ............cccoeuveuvverurcenicnninnnnnas 3.95
BIBLE DICTIONARIES

Smith’s Bible Dictionary ... 3.00

Smith’s Bible Dictionary (Enlarged Edition) .........c.ccce..c.... 3.75

Peloubet’s Bible Dictionary .........ccccoooeueieiicinicienicicieiennae 3.50
RELIGIOUS DEBATES

Nichol-Bradley Debate ..........ccccoeveuvivvmiinicniciiicciinnnes 3.00

Hardeman-Bogard ..........cccoooiiiiiiecc 3.00

Howard-POpe .........ccoueueiiiiiciieieteciee e 2.50

Stevens-Beevers (on CatholiciSm) .........ccccceeevviviciiirinicnnnnes 2.50

Wallace-Ketcherside
Campbell-McCalla
Humble-Garrett

Scherling-Bailey ....
Wallace-HUNL ....ooviviiiieiceeeteceeeeeeeee e
Wallace-Vaughn ..........ccooooiiiiiiccccne
Warren-Ballard ..........ccceevevieiiieierieeceeeeeeeeee e

OTHER BOOKS

Mormonism Exposed, Hancock 225
Review Jarrel’s Gospel in Water, Rlchardson ... 1.00
Handbook of Historical Briefs, Wilhite ... 275
The Great Legacy, Ezzell

Word Studies in the N. T., Vincent (4 vols.) . 2.00
Scriptural Government of the Church, Foster..............ccccc........ 50
Eunice Loyd, Moody .......ccccovvriiiniciiicicceceec 2.50
Sermon Digests (various preachers), DeHoff ... . 1.50

Soul Saving Sermons, Guild
Letters and Sermons of T. B. Larimore e
The Eldership, McGarvey ...

Life, Incidents, Sermons of E. M. Borden ... 250
The Christian System, Campbell ... 3.00
Why I Left, Thos. Campbell L . 3.00
Do’s and Don’ts For The Christian, Brownlow 2.00
Abundant Living, Lemmons ... ) 2.00
The First Mortgage, Cook (Bible in Poetry) 2.00
The Bible Interprets The Bible, Estes L 2.00
Studies in ROmMans, CUTLS ......cccceeerevieieriieieeereeeeeeee e 35

Tommy and His Mother, Curry .........
Unconscious Enemies of Christ, L'Roy

The New Testament Church, Dunn .........cccoeveeevviveceecieene. 25
Gospel Sermons, DeHoff . 3.00
Sermons on First Corinthians, DeHoff T 2.00
Church History, John D. Cox 150
Church History for Busy People s 2.00
Church, The Falling Away, Restoration 2.50
The Great Controversy, Johnson .. 200
Nichol’s Pocket Bible Encyclopedia ..........ccooueiviiiinirinirienianns 50
Pilgrim’s Progress . . 75
Questions Answered, Llpscomb and Sewell 5.00
Types and Metaphors of the Bible 250
The Church of Christ, Phillips TR 2.25
All About the Bible, Collett .........cccoeivievieerieieieeeeeecieeneenee 2.00
The Problem of Problems, Braden ... 3.00
Origin and Destiny of Man, Otey e 2,50
Why We Believe The Bible, DeHoff .. 175
Why I Am A Member the Church, Brownlow 2.00
Churches of Today, Tomlinson e 2,50
Complete Works of Josephus ... 595
Seed For The Sower, Brownlow 2,00
Hitchcock’s Topical Bible and Concordance - 9.95
Fox’s Book of Martyrs e 2.50
The Holy Spirit, Boles . ST 3.00
Seventh-Day Adventism Renounced Canrlght - 3.00
Gospel Plan of Salvation, Brents . 450
Scheme of Redemption, Milligan e ......3.00
Hermeneutics. Dungan e S 275
BIBLE STORY BOOKS
Egermeier’s Bible Story Book . ... 350
DeLuxe Edition .......... . 4.95
Hurlbut’s Story of the Bible L . 4.50

Story of the Bible, Foster ~ .................. . 2.50

BOUND VOLUMES GOSPEL LIGHT

We have a few bound volumes of the Gospel Light
for the years 1945 through 1956. We can supply any
year desired at $2.50, except 1956. Price of this volume
is $3.00.

RECORDING TAPE

We are wholesale distributors for the very popular
Soundcraft Recording Tape. We can supply the 1200
feet plastic base rolls at $3.30. This is a very high
fidelity tape. Preachers who record their sermons or
songs for radio work are learning that we can save
them money.

Order From GOSPEL LIGHT PUBLISHING CO., Delight, Arkansas
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’i’ 0?
% The C tary For E Christian H &
.g. ¢ Lommentary ror cvery ristian riome...
0:0 L X4
3 The People 3
& e People's %
L 4 . L X4
& N T t Beautiful ‘3.
% ew lestamen kY
.§. '‘CLEAR TYPE! .§.
% With Explanatory Notes ®
L X ) L X 4
3 BY B. W. JOHNSON Edition $
030 0:0
0{ 0:0
’:‘ Ideal For The . o+ % ‘z’
’f Bible Student - Teacher - Preacher ‘f
L X L X4
3 Church Worker 3
Ox‘ 0:0
L X . . L X4
’z‘ The material found in Bible dictionaries, sacred geographies, concordances, etc., is con- ngh Quahty QzQ
‘t‘ densed in brief explanatory notes on all difficult passages. .x’
: Allusions to the customs of the times and the countries in which the Scriptures were
’f written, to the history of Israel and surrounding nations, to the geography of Palestine and Paper ‘:‘
L X other Bible countries, to men of prominence in secular history and to various other matters L X4
‘:‘ are made clear by Mr. Johnson’s labor of love. ‘:.
‘ (Below is part of a page showing arrangement of material and exact size of type). :
L X * * * L 4
: - | stumble, go thou to the sea, :
o go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up and cast 2 hook, and take RN
,2 the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast |5, 3nd’ when thou hast 30
.:‘ opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: | opened, his mouth, thou }’
b4 that take and give unto them for me and thee. take, and give unto them $
& for me and thee. Superbly Bound L X4
& CHAPTER XVIIL &
0‘4 The Greatest in the Kingdom. .
m

Summary.—Who Shall be Greatest? Becoming as Little Children. Causing
the Little Ones to Stumble. Despising the Little Ones. How to Deal
with an Offending Brother. Forgiving Those who Injure us. Parable of

the Unmerciful Servant. WaterprOOf

1 Atb the same time came the disciples unto . thA}I:TER vat'h .
. . . . n al ur cam
Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom | gisciples unto Jesus, say- loth
of heaven? ing, 1(.ho éhen is re}’;itest n Clot
. . . e mgaom O eaven’
2 And Jesus called a little child unto him, and | And he %alled to him a Tit. 2
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. . . tle chil t him in th
.% set him in the midst of them, meidcstlo‘fi’tﬁglfl,saend said,
L X a Rom. 14: 21; 15: 1-3; 2 Cor. 6:3. b Mark 6: 33; Luke 9: 46, &c.; 22 : 54, &c. * * *

24. When they had come to Capernaum. They had now returned from the journey north.
Doth not your master pay the tribute money P Not tribute, which would be a tax due an alien,
but the half shekel, an annual tax demanded of every male Jew above twenty years for the support of the
temple. It would be from twenty-five to thirty-five cents, as the shekel is variously estimated from fifty to
seventy cents. The collectors were not publicans, but Jewish authorities. Orders FIHEd

20620024
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’:‘ Itincludes—
o THE KING JAMES TRANSLATION — THE AMERICAN REVISED TRANSLATION —
BIBLE REFERENCES — COMMENTS ON THE TEXT — INTRODUCTION TO EACH Same Day

’:‘ BOOK — HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS — COLORED MAPS — MANY OTHER HELPS.
4 TWO VOLUMES — 1054 PAGES — DARK BLUE CLOTH BINDING .
o Received
$ Vol. 1.—The Gospels and Acts $2.50
* . .

Vol. 2.—The Epistles and Revelation 2.50

XD

XD

-~

Per Set of Two Volumes $5.00
Order From GOSPEL LIGHT PUBLISHING CO., Delight, Arkansas
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Each week millions of national magazines are de-
livered into the homes of people in the United States
and throughout the world. These magazines have
already been paid for by subscriptions or purchased
on newsstands. The possibility of reaching into these
homes is unlimited through articles printed in these
magazines.

Through the activities of the Gospel Press, over

10 million individual copies of magazines have con-
tained an article concerning the gospel of Christ.
The cost of this has been relatively small compared
with the vast number of people that have been
reached. Many would like to help to reach others
through the open door provided into American
homes. Will you not help by sending a contribution
now to the support of this work?

PLEASE CLIP THIS OUT AND MAIL IT TODAY

Send Contributions to L

THE GOSPEL PRESS

3816 Gaston Ave., Dallas, Texas

Tell others about this unusual opportunity
to spread the truth abroad.

|

|

|

1

|

|

|

|

|
"Teaching Millions |
the Gospel of Christ” |
|

|

|

|

To: GOSPEL PRESS

3816 Gaston Ave., Dallas, Texas
Dear Brethren:

| want to have a part in teaching the word of God through the medium
of national magozines.

Enclosed is my contribution of $

| also wish to pledge $ per month and will send it
on the day of each month.
Name
Address.
City. Zone. State.




IT IS BETTER

By EDGAR A. GUEST

It is better to lose with a conscience clean
Than win by a trick unfair;

It’s better to fall and to know you’ve been,
Whatever the prize was, square,

Than to claim the joy of a far-off goal
And the cheer of the standers-by,

And to know down deep in your inmost soul
A cheat you must live and die.

Who wins by trick may take the prize,

And at first he may think it sweet,

But many a day in the future lies
When he’ll wish he had met defeat.

For the one who lost shall be glad at heart
And walk with his head up high,

While his conqueror knows he must play the part
Of a cheat and a living lie.

The prize seems fair when the fight is on,
But, save it is truly won,

You will hate the thing when the crowds are gone,
For it stands for a false deed done.

And it’s better you never should reach your goal,
Than ever success to buy

At the price of knowing down in your soul
That your glory is all a lie.
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Dangerous Customs

By CLEON LYLES

The writer of the Hebrew letter seemed Notice one of the statements is, "bear
to realize how easy it would be to stay each other in mind,” which means no
away from the Lord’s services and how less than to carry each other in our
prone children of God are to allow such minds. This will do away with the idea
customs, dangerous as they may be. to that “each must ‘tend’ to his own busi-
separate them from God. He says in ness.” What others do is my business as
Hebrews 10:24-32, "And we should bear well as it is theirs. Some think “it is no-
each other in mind, for an incitement of body’s business if I sin,” but such state-
love and good works; not forsaking the ments do not come from a reasonable
assembling of ourselves together, as is a mind. Your welfare should be my wel-

custom with some; but exhorting to it,

and so much the more as you see the
day drawing near. For if we should vol-
untarily sin  after having received the

knowledge of the truth, there 1is no

longer sacrifice left for sins, but some
terrible  expectation of judgment, even
of a fiery indignation which is about to
consume the opponents. Any one having
violated a law of Moses dies without
mercy, by two or three witnesses; how
much worse punishment do you think
he will deserve, having trampled on the
son of God, and esteemed as a common

thing the blood of the covenant by which

he was sanctified, and insulted the spirit
of favor? For we know him who says
Retribution is mine, I will repay, says
the Lord. And again, the Lord will judge
his people. It is a fearful thing to fall
into the hands of a living God.” (from
Emphatic Diaglott).

Every church is faced with its prob-
lems, some of one nature and some of
another, but all are faced with the prob-

is not uncommon
lack of
services

lem of the assembly. It

now to notice the attendance of

Sunday night and other services

throughout the week in many
going to build
that many. Of course,
things are

places.
How are we them up?
is a question faces

these preached about from the
that the

always

pulpit, but the fact preacher
insure  that
have the

things

preaches  does  not

those to whom he
proper
Some perhaps dismiss the
the idea that the preacher
something that is good
thoughts  as Still
think in terms of the preacher per-
to do
blame him
And
continue, but our
solved. Our
conception

preaches
said.
with
preach

conception  of  the
sermon
must
and perhaps as
selection  of another.
others
and Dbelieve he is
and “I
for wanting the
thus the story might

problem has not

sonally, wanting

a good work, do not
people to come.”
been first
task is to
for the
to the

to  receive

develop a proper
truth, whether to the
saint.

sinner or
Unless I am in position
obey the truth, the

will not assist me very

and
preaching of it
much.

fare, and I should carry you in my mind.

But notice the reason for so doing: “for

an incitement of love and good works.”
This

stirring him up to love and to work. How

can only mean for the purpose of
can you stir a person up to love? Surely
not by lying about him. This
him wup, but not to love.
telling others of his
will stir him up, but

will  stir
Surely not by
weakness. This also
it will not be the
right stirring. If I am to stir a person up

to love, it must be done with diligence,
pity, mercy, longsuffering, and care im
his welfare. The way I conduct my own

affairs in the presence of others will

either stir them up to love me or just the

opposite. This is true in the work of the
Lord. I cannot stir a weak brother up to
love the Lord by being unfaithful in my

This
his  part.

duty. prompts  unfaithfulness on

Love and work go hand in
hand. When I stir one up to love I must
stir him up to work. How can you stir
one up to work? It cannot be done unless
planned for him to do. One
entered the fold has not
learned enough to know that he must be
daily Father’s

such a one work must be planned. Truly,

something is
who has just

about his business.  For

many who have been Christians for years
have not learned this lesson either. I
cannot stir one up to work unless I

can give him a lawful reason for so do-

likes to work who can
see no accomplishment at the end of his
task. If I «can why one
work, and the why is of a nature to show
that well pleasing to the Lord, is
the result, then I stir him up
The Lord commanded the
ance of His

ing. No person

reveal must
service,
to work.
regular attend-
Why? When this
it might cause better at-

services.

realized
This

continual duty. All need stirring up.

is fully

tendance. bearing in mind is a

after he said bear each other

in mind, stir up to love

Notice
and good works,

he said, “Forsake not the assembly.”
Surely in the assembly there is stirring
up, but no person is stirred up who
stays away. Let wus notice some of the

things that happened in the assembly that

will stir up to love and good works. A

lesson is taught. Thus God appeals to
the reasonable mind, demanding service
and promising eternal reward. This les-
son is of such a nature to point out var-
ious duties and show what God expects
of the saints as well as the sinners. The
lesson is heard and received gladly. The
soul is stirred and there is greater de-
salination to do more for God and live
closer to Him. The lesson stirs up. The
fellowship that is enjoyed while there
stirs up. Think of it, scores of people,
having the same promises, worshiping the
same God, lifting many voices as one,
blending in praise and thanksgiving. All
are there for the same purpose. To wor-
ship God. All worship God, and by that
day's worship love Him more and are
loved, by Him. Such fellowship as is en-
joyed by the faithful is only a “foretaste
of the glory divine.” Do away with the
assembly and people will drift apart and
wander from God, losing respect for
Doth God and man. The value of the
assembly cannot be measured. The ex-
amples of others stirs us up. The wor-
ship,  giving, remembering the  Lord’s

h and suffering, stir up. Surely the
assembly stirs up. But notice what is
liable to happen if we forsake the as-
sembly. We are liable to wilful sin. We

will separate from Christ. If the Lord’s
supper causes us to remember Him, the
lack of it will prompt forgetfulness. The
stirring up of the assembly will keep us
from  separating from God. You may
notice when you will that those who be-
come neglectful about attending the ser-
vices of the Lord soon drift away from
Him. It is dangerous to forsake the as-
sembly. What assembly? Any assembly.
All of them are good. Of course there
are acts of worship on the Lord’s Day,
but other assemblies stir up. So let wus
bear each other in mind, incite to love
and good works and forsake not the
assembly. Then there will not be much

danger of wilful sin.

ALL INSIDE
Last eve I walked a certain street
And met such gloomy folk;
I made great haste to pass them by,
And neither smiled or spoke.
The giant elms drooped sullenly,
The very sun was dim —
I met a friend, and said, “I hope
I've seen the last of him.”

Today I walked the selfsame street,

And loved the folks I met;
If business had not made me leave

I would have been there yet.
Of course, I've solved the mystery,

'Tis very plain to see:
The day I met the gloomy folks,

The gloom was inside me!
—Author Unknown.
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Do You Choose [esus or Barabbas?

By GUSSIE LAMBERT
The lesson text is found in Matthew Instead, he was made free. He was not
27:15-23. All have choices to make. It led to the place of scourging, but, rather

is said that William Tell was asked to
shoot an apple that rested upon the head
of his son with an arrow. This was done
that he might have his freedom. This
must have been a great choice to make,
knowing that it could mean instant death
to his own son. Today we, too, have
choices to make — some great and some
small. The story of our subject comes
from the events of the crucifixion of our
Lord when the people were asked to
choose between Barabbas and Jesus.

The Bible says that Pilate was wont to
release unto them a prisoner. In Luke
23:17, it is said that he of necessity must
release unto them a prisoner at the feast.
No one knows where this custom came
from. Perhaps it is one of the conces-
sions made to the Jews while they were
in bondage to the Romans. It is said
of Barabbas that he was a notable prison-
er. We are told he was a robber, a mur-
derer, and that he led an insurrection or
rebellion against the Roman government.
Since the crimes were so well known, the
people knew that they were choosing a
criminal instead of Jesus. It must have
grieved out Lord to see the people choose
a murderer instead of their Savior.

Some Reasons Why They Chose Barabbas

Less than a week before, this same

people had honored Christ as king as He
rode triumphantly into the city. (Matt.
21:1-15). Why, then, do they now choose
Barabbas instead of Jesus? (1) They had
been influenced by the priests (Matt. 27:
20). While Pilate considered how to
make Christ free, the priests stirred up
the people against Him and persuaded
them to ask for Barabbas instead of
Christ. Pilate knew they had delivered
Christ because of envy (Matt. 27:18).
This shows us what a great sin envy is!
The priests were jealous of the great
following Christ had and of his influence
over the people.

Many people would make right deci-
sions if left alone. These people were
influenced by the priests to make their
decision against Christ.

2) They followed the crowd. Some
people are interested only in what is
popular rather than what is right. When
people are moved by such motives, it is
easy to get them to change their stand.

Barabbas Made Free
When they knocked on his cell door
that morning, Barabbas must have

thought it was time for his crucifixion.
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to the judgment seat of Pilate where he
was given his freedom.

Barabbas must have known that Christ
died in his stead. Surely someone in the
great multitude that chose him told him.
He must have known by the occasion
that made his freedom possible. Know-
ing that Christ died in his place, what
should have been his reaction? If he
knew Christ was the Savior, he should
have wanted to serve Him. We have no
record that he did. Knowing that Christ
died for him, he should have wanted to
thank Him, but we have no record that
he did. Knowing that Christ was being
crucified for him, he should have been
helping Christ. He should have been
helping bear His cross. When the Sa-
vior cried, “I thirst” he should have
given Him water. Surely when Christ
looked for someone unto whom to say,
“1 commit unto thee the care of my
mother,” Barabbas should have stepped
forward and asked for this responsibility,
but we have no record that he did. What
would be your reaction if someone died
for you? Would you want to help him
and to honor him?

Whom Do You Choose Today?

We do not stand in Jerusalem choosing
between the physical life of Jesus and
Barabbas. Yet we must choose between
Christ and Barabbas today. Christ stands
for the way of salvation (Jno. 14:6). Bar-
abas stands for the way of destruction.
One answers immediately, “I stand for
Jesus!” Many people think it is easy to
choose between Jesus and Barabbas, but
may I point out what it means to choose
Jesus?

(1) To choose Christ means to stand
with the minority, to be unpopular. It
meant that then; it means that now. (2)
It does not mean just to accept the fact
that Christ was divine. Christ was divine
before He came into the world (Jno. 1:1).
Christ did not die just to prove that He
was divine, but Christ died that He might
save us from sin (Rom. 5:8). Many think
they have chosen Christ in giving passing
assent to His divinity, but to choose
Christ means we must obey Him. (Luke
6:46).

What do you think of the crowd that
chose Barabbas? Would you want to
stand in that number? Be it remembered
that we today can stand in that number.

To choose Christ means: (1) To be-
lieve in Him (John 9:35-38), not just to

believe that He lived. Infidels believe
this. Not just to believe that He died.
The atheists believe this. But to believe
in Christ means to believe in Him as our
our only hope. (2) To choose Christ
means to repent (Luke 13:3). As great
as Christ desires our salvation, He can-
not use us or accept us in our sins. (3)
To choose Christ means to confess Christ
(Matt. 10:32). It is necessary for us to
confess and own our Lord, in order to
be owned of Him. (4) To choose Christ
means to be baptized (Mark 16:16).
“He that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved, but he that believeth not shall
be condemned.” (5) To choose Christ
means to choose the church of our Lord
(Rom. 16:16). Christ and the church are
inseparable. In Ephesians 5:25 we are
told: "Husbands, love your wives, even
as Christ also loved the church, and gave
himself for it; That he might sanctify it
and cleanse it with the washing of water
by the word.” In Acts 20:28, we read
‘Take heed therefore unto yourselves,
and to all the flack, over which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed
the church of God, which he hath pur-
chased with his own blood.” In Ephe-
sians 5:22, 23, it is said, “Wives, submit
yourselves unto your own husbands, as
unto the Lord. For the husband is the
head of the wife, even as Christ is the
head of the church: and he is the savior
of the body.” Since Christ loved the
church enough to give Himself for it,
can I be saved without being a part of
that for which Christ gave His life? Since
Christ loved the church enough to give
Himself for it, what is my attitude toward
the church? Do I love the church in this
way? Christ shed His blood for the
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church. Can T be saved without being a
part of that for which Christ shed His
blood? Christ is the savior of the body,
but in Colossians 1:18, the body is the
church. Can I be saved without being a
part of that which Christ is the savior of
—the body, the church? Surely, I can
not expect the salvation that the Lord of-
fers without being a part of that blood-
purchased institution, that blood-ransom-
ed number, the church, and being a part
of that body of which Christ is the sa-
vior.

(6) To choose Christ means to put Him
ahead of relatives (Matt. 10:37). “Who-
soever loveth father or mother more than
me is not worthy of me: and he that
loveth son or daughter more than me is
not worthy of me.” We must not allow
relatives or friends to come between us
and obeying our Lord. (7) To choose
Christ means to put Him ahead of busi-
ness (Matt. 16:24). Jesus said, “if a man
shall gain the whole world and lose his
own soul, what shall a man give in ex-
change for his soul?” No business or
earthly reward should come between us

and rendering obedience to our Savior.

Suppose you turn on your TV and find
one of the popular quiz programs in
progress. The master of ceremonies says
to the contestant, “What category have
you chosen?” The contestant answers by
saying, “I have chosen the category of
history.” Then the master of ceremonies
proceeds to ask questions whereupon the
contestant replies, “Sir, you have mis-
understood me. I did not mean by choos-
ing this category that I would answer
questions. I will not answer any of your
questions!” Would you think that con-
testant would receive the prizes offered
on this program? But then, suppose the
contestant answers only a part of the
questions and then refuses to answer the
rest of the questions. Would the con-
testant receive the reward? Surely not!
May I impress upon your hearts that to
choose Christ means to follow Christ,
and until we are willing to accept His will
and obey His word, we really have not
chosen Christ. Remember, Jesus said in
Luke 6:46, "Why call ye me Lord, Lord
and do not the things which I say?”
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Safety In Time and Eternity

By HOYT BAILEY

Whatever is safe in time is safe in
eternity, for as one is in time so will he
be in eternity. The fact is that one’s
character in time, at death, is not change-
able after death, for as one is found in
death so will he be found at the judg-
ment and in eternity. Therefore, what-
ever is unsafe in time is unsafe in eter-
nity. The Holy Spirit warned through
the apostle: “Be not deceived; God is not
mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap. For he that sow-
eth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life ever-
lasting.” (Gal. 6:7-8).

It is safe for both time and eternity
to do the will of God. For Jesus says:
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father who is in heaven.” (Matt. 7:21).
In Luke 6:46 Jesus says: “And why call
ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things
which I say?” Christians pray: “Thy will
be done on earth, as it is in heaven.” It
is hypocrisy, it is trying to mock God,
to say that in prayer and not try to do
the will of God ourselves. But one will
is done in heaven, and that will is God’s
will. Those who expect to be with God
in heaven must learn to do God’s will

upon the earth as it is done in heaven.

In the moral and spiritual as well as
the material world there is good and
bad, sound and unsound, safe and unsafe
building. Since we are all builders, lay-
ing our foundations, erecting our walls,
let us not be content with building for
twenty, or forty, or sixty years; but let
us build for eternity. “The world passeth
away . . . but he that doeth the will of
God abideth forever.” Jesus instructed
his followers to build a fortress of char-
acter by digging deep, building on the
rock, and erecting that strong character
which the most violent storms of tempta-
tion cannot destroy. Strong character
is not founded on ceremony, nor upon
sentiment, but it is established in convic-
tion and fixed determination. This con-
viction and fixed determination is the
rock to which we must dig down; it must
be a conviction that we owe everything
to God and Christ; a conviction which
will pass into real consecration in yield-
ing our hearts and lives to them.

Let the Christian
ceremonialism,

depend little on
little on excitement; let
him strive to produce deep convictions
in the soul; let him endeavor to Ilead
to whole-hearted dedication of
themselves to Jesus Christ; let him per-
suade men to the

men to

formation of wise

habits of devotion and self-government;
so shall he be building that which the
waters of time will not remove, and
which the fires of eternity will not de-
stroy.

There can be no safety in time or
eternity without doing the will of God.
The Holy Spirit said through James:
“But be ye doers of the word, and not
hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”
(Jas. 1:22). Hearers are not merely to
receive the word, but they must act upon
it. Scripture points out that not the
hearer, but the doer is justified. (Rom.
2:14). The beloved John wrote: "And
hereby we do know that we know him, if
we keep his commandments. He that
saith, I know him, and keepeth not his
commandments, is a liar, and the truth
is not in him.” (1 Jno. 2:3-4). And Reve-
lation 22:14 says “Blessed are they that
do his commandments, that they may
have right to the tree of life, and may
enter in through the gates into the city.”
Instead of saying: “Blessed are they that
do his commandments,” the revised ver-
sion says: “Blessed are they that wash
their robes.” This shows us that those
who wash are the ones who obey, and
through their obedience they are cleans-
ed. The apostle Peter says: “Seeing ye
have purified your souls in your obed-
ience to the truth unto unfeigned love of
the brethren.” (1 Pet. 1:22). Therefore,
cleanse your heart and intelligence, imag-
ination and spirit, in the spirit of the life
and death of Christ, till all it was and
means flows through your whole nature
and life as blood through your veins;
wash all your outward life, your habits,
your manners, your doings at home
and abroad, all the robes of your life, in
the spirit which made Jesus pour forth
His blood upon the cross and make them
white thereby. John says: “If we say that
we have fellowship with him, and walk
in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:
but if we walk in the light, as he is in
the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanseth us from all sin.” (1 Jno. 1: 6-7).

It is not safe to follow the doctrines
and precepts of men. All such efforts
are forbidden and condemned in the
word of God. Men and women can do
God’s will, therefore, they have no need
engaging in the doctrines of men. It is
safe in time and eternity to follow the
word of God, because His word endures
forever. It is safe to be a member of the
church which is authorized in the word
of God. Christ is God’s Son, and He is
our Savior, but Christ built His church.
Christ built the church which is God’s
eternal purpose. Therefore, it is safe to
be in His church here and safe in eter-
nity. God’s family is His church, (1 Tim.
3:15), but His church is known in heaven
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as well as upon earth. In fact, “The
general assembly and church of the first-

born . . . are written in heaven.” (Heb.
12:23). The church is referred to as
God’s  “whole family in heaven and
earth.” (Eph. 3:15). It is safe in time
and eternity to be a member of the
church built by Jesus Christ, purchased

by His own blood, the church under the
authority of Christ and built upon Christ
as its foundation.

The fact that every church which God
did not plant shall be rooted up and
“Except the Lord build the house, they
labor in vain who build it” is sufficient
warning against man made churches.
What right does an individual have to
think that his church will be accepted in
heaven when it is not so much as men-
tioned in the word of God? Jesus warns
that many people who profess to do
things in His name will not be safe in
eternity. However, many religious peo-
ple cannot find the name of their reli-
gious organization in the Bible while as-
suming that such an organization is
known and accepted in heaven.

It is safe in time and eternity to be

simply a Christian, a member of the
church of Christ. The disciples of the
Lord were called Christians first in

Antioch, and the children of God are
authorized to glorify God in the name
Christian. However, no religious person
has been authorized to become a mem-
ber of a man-made church.

Since those who fall asleep in Jesus
are the ones whom God will bring with
Him, we should be interested in getting
into Jesus Christ. Of course, one cannot
get into Christ without getting into His
body which is the church. For one to
enter Christ is to enter His church, or
His body, or His kingdom. No one is
safe without faith in Jesus Christ as
God’s Son, neither can one be safe with-
out repenting of his sins, but faith alone
does not make one safe, neither does
repentance alone make one safe for time
and eternity. Faith and repentance to-
gether without additional acts of obed-
ience does not make one safe. Then, the
believer who has repented is authorized
in the scripture to confess his faith in
Jesus Christ and to be baptized for the
remission of sins, or to be baptized into
the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. He is taught to
be baptized into Jesus Christ (Gal. 3:27),
to be born of water and the Spirit (Jno.
3:5), “delivered from the power of dark-
ness and translated into the kingdom of
his dear Son” (Col. 1:13-14), to be buried
with Christ in baptism (Rom. 6:3-4), and
to be baptized to wash away his sins.
(Acts 22:16). How can one be safe for
time and eternity who has not been bap-
tized? Jesus does not promise salvation
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from past sins until one has been bap-
tized. Jesus says: “He that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:

16). No responsible person is safe with-
out doing the Lord’s will, and His will
includes baptism.

All men are not interested in making
you safe for time and eternity, but God
has told us plainly in His word what He
requires us to do to please Him, to be
safe here and hereafter. Preachers will
tell you that obedience to the Lord in
water baptism has nothing to do with
being made safe, and preachers will go
on to declare that it is not necessary to
take the Lord’s Supper every Lord’s day
in order to be safe. Since we cannot be
safe without doing the will of God, and
since Christ commanded believers to be
baptized in order to be saved, how can
one be safe without being baptized and

taking the Lord’s Supper every Lord’s
day?
The example is given to us of the

early Christians meeting upon the first
day of the week to break bread. (Acts
20:7). The mention of taking the bread
does not exclude the fruit of the vine
and other acts of New Testament wor-
ship. Historians (Pliny in A.D. 104, and
Justin Martyr in A.D. 140) point out the
fact that Christians took the Lord’s Sup-
per every Lord’s day. Jesus instituted the
Lord’s Supper and commanded that it be
observed in remembrance of Him. (Matt.
26:26-28). Jesus arose from the dead
on the first day of the week. The Lord’s
Supper is observed on the Lord’s day, the
first day of the week in remembrance of
Christ. Taking the Lord’s Supper each
Lord’s Day is a part of the will of Christ
or the will of God. God’s will has not
been done without taking the Lord’s
Supper each first day of the week as did
the early Christians.

It is a positive command that Chris-
tians lay by in store on the first day of
the week. (1 Cor. 16:1-2). Jews under-
stood the Sabbath command to mean
every Sabbath, every week. God gives
the command in the negative (Heb. 10:
25). Christians are not to forsake the
assembling of themselves together. How
can people escape the command of God?
(Heb. 2:1-3). Can teaching on regular
weekly worship, regular giving of one’s
means, and regular taking of the Lord’s
Supper be made plainer than it has been
revealed in these passages? Some who
understand that they are to take a col-
lection every week fail to understand that
they are to take the Lord’s Supper every
week.

Christians must keep God’s command
to enter heaven. (Rev. 22:14). For one
to fail to keep the commands of Christ
while claiming to follow Him shows that
such a one is a liar. (1 Jno. 2:3-4) Liars)

are lost (Rev. 21:8), therefore, they are
unsafe in both time and eternity. It is
God’s will for His people to assemble.
There is no need to call upon the Lord
unless we obey Him. (Matt. 7:21; Luke
6:46).

Assembling is part of the gospel, but
the gospel is God’s power to save. (Rom.
1:16). The Lord will take vengeance on
those who obey not the gospel (2 Thess.

1:7-9). The Lord has promised to be
with only a few who will assemble in
His name. (Matt. 18:20; Acts 4:10-12).

Surely, all will admit that it is good to
worship. One who knows to do a good
thing, but will not do it is sinning (Jas.
4:17). The sin of omission will cause an
individual to be lost. (Matt. 25:24-30).
One shows his love for God by keeping
God’s commands (1 Jno. 5:3), but Chris-
tians are commanded to worship upon
the first day of the week (1 Cor. 16:1-2).
Therefore, it is safe for both time and
eternity for Christians to take the Lord’s
Supper every Lord’s day, and to engage
in all other acts of New Testament wor-
ship every Lord’s day, every first day of
the week.

Let us keep in mind that what is safe
now will be safe in eternity, but the
things which are unsafe now are unsafe
for eternity. It is safe here and hereafter
to be a member of the church built by
Jesus Christ. It is safe to wear the name
Christian as the name to glorify God. It
is safe to believe with all the heart that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God, safe to
repent of every sin, to confess faith in
Jesus Christ, and it is safe to be baptized

into Jesus Christ. It is safe to attend
worship every Lords day, to take the
Lord’s Supper every first day of the
week in remembrance of Christ, and it

is safe to do the will of God in keeping
all of His commandments that we may
enter heaven and be safe forever more.

L. E. Sanders, Camden, Ark., Jan. 11,
1957: On Sunday, Dec. 30, the Cullen-
dale church completed its organization
with the appointment of 7 deacons. The

brethren appointed are Earl McMahen,
Chester  Phillips, Lawson Sanders, Bill
Bever, Alto Whittington, Bill Sanders,

and Randolph Reynolds. Beginning Feb.
1, we will be supporting a full-time native
Nigerian evangelist.

Hoyt Bailey, Box 1258, Borger, Tex.,
Jan. 19, 1957: Different preachers are
to conduct a week’s meeting at Gateway
the first part of March, and Delmar
Owens begins the regular spring meet-
ing here April 22. I am to be in a
meeting with Commerce Street church,
Gainesville, Tex., beginning April 8.



The Well Balanced Christian

By C. R. NICHOL

Doubtless there is no other topic on
which people are so ill-informed, mis-

informed, and uninformed as the “well
balanced Christian.”
Many teachers are negligent at best,

fail to teach the truth, and by that they
lead people to accept that which is not
written and which God does not com-
mand. One does not fractionate his love
for Jehovah. “Ye cannot serve God and
mammon.” Assuredly, God does not ap-
prove nor condone half sacrifice.

Man is a triune being—body, soul,
and spirit. (1 Thess. 5:23). To attain the
standard designed by the Creator there
must be a three-fold development, body
soul and spirit.

Not only does the Christian need a
well developed, well-rounded body to
be the temporary abiding place of the
spirit, but he needs a strong physique.
This is also true of all men. The Chris-
tian’s physical body in many ways be-
comes the instrument in bringing bless-
ings to humanity.

Have you lost the proper conception
of values? Some give much time to the
development and adornment of the body,
a well developed body excites admira-
tion; and the adorned body challenges
our appreciation of the beautiful.

In spite of the foregoing one must not
overlook the moral demands of Jehovah
for the proper relationship to society, the
ideal bearings upon our course of life.
There must be mental development,
which takes into account our relation-
ship to our fellows; and what we owe
the coming generations, as well as our
relationship to Jehovah.

One who has no more than physical
development becomes the mud-sill of
society. His value to the world must be
measured by the amount of energy, force,
and strength stored in his body.

How many physically well developed
men do you know who have contributed
not one thing to make a better world;
men who have not made two grains of
corn grow where formerly only one was
found; have not planned a better resi-
dence, or garment. Too many men live
in the cellar.

Have you known the boy in school
who was the “star” in athletic activities
who was the idol of the student body and

the community, but who passed his
grades in school by “grace” while the
outstanding mental student was given

little praise by the majority. Have we
lost our sense of real values?
For our mental development we have

splendid schools, books, helps, magazines
and papers. We live in an age of “spe-

cialists;” those who prepare men and
women to give better service to their
fellows. The sad part is all who have
developed mentally are not using their

abilities to make a better world.

A man who has only physical develop-
ment is only one-third the man Jehovah
needs. Sampson was a giant, physically,
but mentally he was not robust How
many men do you know who are no
more than fat-heads? Too, you have
known the man who was “smart” but
he wused his ability to cheat, defraud,
schemes to keep out of the clutches of
the law, while seeking his selfish ends
without regard for his fellows. Moral
ethics have no pace in his actions. Such
men are enemies to the accepted order
of things and meet not the plans of Je-
hovah.

Spiritual ~ development, regardless of
nationality, or the age to which you may
go for information, has been since the
beginning, man worships! The sad fact
is that in so many instances they have
worshipped gods, with eyes that did not
see, and ears which did not hear, inani-
mate objects, or perhaps the male of the
bovine species, the river Nile; or some
imaginary god.

There are those today, who worship
only as it appeals to their reason to be
the proper thing to do. When in fact, it
is true that they prove by their actions
they are tied to rationalism. Such is true
even among those who profess to believe
in Jehovah.

Let it be remembered that one may
worship Jehovah, may believe in Jesus,
and worship, when his acts of worship
may not be acceptable. Jesus said: “In
vain do they worship me, teaching for
doctrine the commandments of men.”
(Mark 7:7). When Paul addressed the
men in Athens, Greece, he declared that
in his journey to their city he saw an
altar erected to an “unknown god.” A
god for whom they had no name. To
them he said (Acts 17:23-30). “For as I
passed along, and observed the objects
of your worship, I found also an altar
with this inscription, To an unknown
God. What therefore ye worship in ig-
norance, this I set forth unto you. The
God that made the world and all things
therein, he being Lord of heaven and
earth, dwelleth not in temples made with
hands; neither is he served by men’s
hands, as though he needed anything;
seeing he himself giveth to all life, and

breath, and all things; and he made of
one every nation of men to dwell on all
the face of the earth, having determined
their appointed seasons, and the bounds
of their habitation; that they should seek
God, if haply they might feel after him
and find him, though he is not far from
each one of us: for in him we live, and
move, and have our being; as certain
even of your own poets have said, For
we are also his offspring. Being then
the offspring of God, we ought not to
think that the Godhead is like unto gold,
or silver, or stone, graven by art and
device of man. The times of ignorance
therefore God overlooked; but now he
commandeth men that thy should all
everywhere repent.”

What is a Christian? A Christian is
one who accepts Jesus as Savior, and
submits to his lead in all religious activi-
ties. Christians “walk by faith, not by
sight” (2 Cor. 57). To walk “by faith”
eliminates walking by reason, it does
not leave it for man to determine what
seems proper to him, or to determine
what will be pleasing to Jehovah in acts
of worship. The Christian accepts Christ
as the “head” of the church, and allows
his word to direct the course to be fol-
lowed in worship and service. (2 Pet. 1:
3; 3:16).

The Christian is a member of a divine
church, one set up by the Lord, and those
in that church have been added thereto,
made a part of it by divine power. (Acts
2:47). The church is the body of Christ,
it is a divine organism. (Eph. 5:30). There
have been numbers of churches organiz-
ed by men. They are human organiza-
tions. For being members of the body
of Christ, one is Christian: and seeks to
follow Christ and give glory to God. “In
the church by Jesus’ authority.” Unto
him be the glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus unto all generations for ever
and ever.” (Eph. 3:21).

The Christian recognizes the fact that
he is a citizen of the country in which
he lives. He rings four-square on all
moral issues, and gives the weight of his
influence by obedience to all righteous
commands of the law. (Rom. 13). He
enjoys the protection given him by civil
government, and delights to pay for such
protection. In his social and business re-
lationships he observes the golden rule
(Matt. 7:12). He is wide awake, anxious
to have part in every effort in civic
righteousness. In no sense is he a re-
cluse; but is ever ready to assist those in
need. He strives to make every oppor-
tunity presented reflect glory to Jehovah.
(I Cor. 10:31). He never compromises
the truth of Jehovah by word or deed.
Being a soldier he never fails to deal a
blow to Satan. He is ever alive to condi-
tions of society, and all times his life is
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above righteous reproach. He does not
wait for the opportunity to be thrust
upon him to do good, but rather he seeks
to be useful, he goes about “doing good.”
He is not a fanatic, but is acutely alive
to the fact that Jesus said of his disciples
“ye are the light of the world.”

The church of which he is a member
has a meeting house, and the members
thereof are determined to bring to the
town blessings which the town could not
have if that church did not exist.

With the Christian home and marriage
is sacred, it is not a “lark for the night.”
The Christian no more thinks of divorc-
ing his wife and seeking another than he
would of exchanging his sister for some
other. Monogamy is the very foundation
of society. The life of the Christian is a
positive life. He must take the initiative.
He will not be satisfied to follow the
rule given by Confucius, “Do not to others
what you would not have them do to
you.” His forte will ever be: Do to others
that which you would have them do to
you. With the Christian there is ever

present God, duty, and a
life after this.

The well balanced Christian is the man
who dares to exemplify Christianity in
his daily life, one who keeps an open
mind, looks for “what is right” and not
“who is right,” one who arrives at con-
clusions by direct proportion to his abili-
ty to remove all emotions and prejudices
from his thinking. Are we as Christians
attacking our problems in a Christ-like
manner?

Hasten the day when men will have
convictions which cannot be marred by
the dollar sign, refuse to bow down to
man’s opinions, but rather will meet the
acid test as “Dare to be a Daniel true;
Dare to stand alone; Dare to have a
purpose true, Dare to make it known.”

Then and then only will spiritual lives
have a firmer foundation. Christians
will then know the close joy they alone
can know. Even though they soon will
disappear, pass on to their rewards, the
imprint of their good influence will re-
main.

immortality,

Five Exhortations

By HERMAN ALEXANDER

The first Corinthian letter was written
by Paul in reply to some questions asked
him by the church in Corinth. At the
close of his solutions to the problems
among them, he, by inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, offered some very pointed
admonitions in the thirteenth and four-
teenth verses of the sixteenth chapter.
Those admonitions were essential to the
safety of the brethren in Corinth, and
they are likewise essential to our own
safety.

“Watch Ye”

Paul is using the military language of
his day in this verse. The word “watch”
here means “vigilant” or “on the alert.”
The idea which is conveyed in the word
appears several times in the scriptures.

In answer to the question with refer-
ence to his second coming, Jesus admon-
ished his disciples in language similar to
that of Paul's: “Watch ye therefore: for
ye know not on what day your Lord
cometh.” (Matt. 24:42). Speaking to his
tired and sleepy apostles on the night of
his betrayal, Jesus said, “Wtach and
pray: the spirit indeed is willing, but
the flesh is weak.” (Matt. 26:41). Again
with reference to his second coming, it
is recorded that Jesus admonished his
apostles to “watch.” He then said, “And
what I say unto you, I say unto all,
watch.” (Mark 13:27).
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Knowing of the corruption that was
possible to creep into the eldership, Paul
exhorted the overseers of the church to
“therefore watch.” (Acts 20:31). To the
Colossians Paul wrote, “Continue sted-
fastly in prayer, watching therein with
thanksgiving.” (Col. 4:2). Peter exhorted
his readers to “be sober, be vigilant (or
watchful) because your adversary, the
devil, as a roaring lion walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour.” (1 Pet. 5:
8).
)Why watch? We can think of at least
four reasons for watching. (1) Watch
against evil. (2) Watch for opportunities
to receive good things. (3) Watch for op-
portunities to do good things. (4) Watch
that you be not drawn away from the

gospel.
“Stand Fast In The Faith”

When Gideon with his three hundred
men won the battle over the Amalekites
and Midianites, it was because of the
stedfastness of each soldier. “Every man
stood in his place.” (Judges 7:21).

The apostle again used a phrase that
suggested a thought common in instruc-
tions to a soldier of his day. No soldier
is a good soldier who does not stand in
the place assigned him and do the work
to which he is appointed.

The word “stand” as here used has
reference to the way one is to live. Paul

says we who are justified by faith before
God have access by Christ “into this
grace wherein we stand.” (Rom. 5:2). In
Paul’'s second letter to the Corinthians
he tells them that he does not have lord-
ship over their faith, but is rather a
“helper of your joy: for in faith ye stand
fast.” (2 Cor. 1:24). Epaphras is said to
have been striving for the Colossians in
his prayers “that ye may stand perfect
and fully assured in all the will of God.”
(Col. 4:12).

Paul did not just say, “stand;” he said,

“stand fast in the faith.” The reason for
standing fast in the faith is stated by the
same writer to young Timothy, “Some
shall fall away from the faith.” (1 Tim. 4:
1). It is possible for one to be “led astray
from the faith.” (1 Tim. 6:10). To stand
fast in the faith includes trying ourselves
to see if we are in the faith, (2 Cor. 13:5)
and contending earnestly for the “faith
once delivered unto the saints.” (Jude 3).

To be well settled in the truth of God
so as not to be moved by anything con-
trary to it seems to be the goal in mind
as the apostle gave this admonition.

“Quit You Like Men”

The battlefield is no place for the im-
mature and childish. There one must be
a man, having put away childish things.
This is the same idea that the apostle has
in mind.

The word “quit” as is here used has
reference to conduct; thus the apostle is
saying, “conduct yourselves like men.”
Surely, the servant of the Lord must take
his cause seriously and not be “tossed to
and fro and carried about with every
wind of doctrine,” but rather by “speak-
ing the truth in love, may grow up in all
things into him, who is the head, even

Christ.” (Eph. 4:14-15). Joab spake to
his army long ago on this particular
thought in these words, “Be of good

courage, and let us play the man for our
people, and for the cities of our God.” (2

Sam. 10:12). There is no occasion for
the devoted Christian to give himself
over to that which becomes babes in

Christ instead of “full-grown men.” (Heb.
5:11-14). Be a man for Christ!

“Be Strong”

If one would “suffer hardship as a
good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 2:

3), he must be strong in the Lord.

It is well known that a weakling can
become strong if a certain course is fol-
lowed. By a good diet, proper exercise,
and determination one can become strong
physically; by a good diet (word of God),
exercise (“exercise thyself unto godli-
ness”), and determination (“I can do all
things through Christ”) a weak Christian
can become strong in the Lord.

“Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in
the strength of his might.” (Eph, 6:10).
In Ephesians 6, Paul tells us how to be



strong soldiers in the battle of truth.
“Gird up your loins with truth.” “Put
on the breastplate of righteousness.”
Have your feet “shod with the prepara-
tion of the gospel of peace.” “Take up
the shield of faith.” “Take the helmet of
salvation.” Take the “sword of the spirit,
which is the word of God.”

David has well said, “Be strong, and
let your heart take courage, all ye that
trust in Jehovah.” (Psa. 31:24).

“Let All That Ye Do Be Done In Love”

The highest and holiest motive there
can be is love. “Follow after love,” was
Paul's admonition in the fourteenth chap-
ter of this same epistle. In reply to a
question, Jesus said that the first and
greatest commandment was to love with
our whole being. (Matt. 22:37-39).

Paul is simply saying that each Chris-
tian is to be alert in performing his duty,
and that he is to do so with genuine love
in his heart.

Love is analyzed in the thirteenth

chapter of the epistle that contains these
five exhortations under consideration. In
that chapter Paul says that love bears the
weakness of another, flows from a heart
of goodness, rejoices in the happiness of
others, is humble, is not inflated with a
feeling of its own importance, is court-
eous, in unselfish, has a good temper,
has a feeling of trustworthiness in others,
is sincere, supports the truth, is not
crushed by burdens, is not suspicious, has
a deep concern for all, and does not
murmur. The last verse says, “But now
abideth faith, hope, love, these three: and
the greatest of these is love.”

Conclusion

Let each man always be alert to per-
form his duty, doing such with the love
of God abiding in his heart and life.

“Wherefore, my brethren, be ye sted-
fast, unmovable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labor is not in vain.” (1
Cor. 15:58).

Do We Love Qur Children?

By A. G. HOBBS

It used to be taught, in the long ago,
that children were to be seen and not
heard. This was especially emphasized to
children when they had company. They
were not to “take over” while the adults
were trying to talk and visit. That there
has been a great change in the last few
years concerning children, and how they
have “come to the front” cannot be de-
nied.

It is so easy to be deceived about our
love for our children that many times
the thing we think is a manifestation of
love turns out to be the very reverse. If
we love our children, we must:

1. Teach them obedience and respect.
“He that spareth his rod hateth his son;
but he that loveth him chasteneth him
betimes (or diligently)” (Prov. 13:24).
And Paul commands that children obey
their parents (Col. 3:20). When parents
permit their children to disobey them,
“talk back to them,” etc., it is a sign that
they do not love them but hate them.
The worst thing that can happen to a
child is for it to go out into the world
knowing nothing about discipline, and
having had its own way all its life.

2. Not give them everything they de-
sire. This is one of the surest ways to
ruin a child for life. Self-denial is one
of the first principles of becoming a
Christian (Luke 9:23). There must be
much “give and take” in life. One reason
for so many divorces is that boys and

girls have grown up without proper dis-
cipline and training, and having had their
own way all their lives, they fail to be-
come adjusted after marriage; just juve-
nile minds in adult bodies.

3. Set the right examples before them.
Children naturally look to their parents
for guidance. Parents are their first
teachers. At one time in their life (this
period may not last long), children go
through the hero worship age, and they
think what their parents do is exactly the
thing to do. If you

a. Throw a mad fit, they will soon be
doing likewise.

b. Curse or use improper
otherwise, they will take up the same.

c. Are deceitful, they will detect it.
They will either become the same, or
resent it, and lose confidence in you.

4. Bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:1-4). We
must teach them the ways of the Lord:
the truth about God as the Creator of
man, and all things; the truth about how
to be saved; the truth about the church;
and the principles of Christian living,
and. liberal giving. When children see
their parents robbing God, they will get
the impression that the church and Chris-
tianity are not very important. What
other impression could they get when
parents give them a dollar when they
start to town, and a dime when they start
to church?
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5. Teach them respect
(1) Children should be taught to re-
spect their parents. (2) They should be

taught respect for the aged. (3) They
should be taught to respect those in
authority: school teachers, Bible class

teachers, and for officers of the law.

6. Teach them to be appreciative of
what they receive and to say ““thank you.”
Children this day and time have more of
the good things of life than children have
ever had. This is true in America. It may
not be so in some countries. However,
children have to be taught to say “thank
you.” They are inclined to take every-
thing as a matter of course. And some
think that they should have everything
they desire.

Let us note these admonitions:

“Chasten thy son. seeing there is hope;

set not thy heart on his destruction.”
(Prov. 19:18).

“Foolishness is bound up in the heart
of a child; but the rod of correction shall
drive it far from him.” (Prov. 22:15).

“Withhold not correction from the
child; for if thy beat him with the rod, he
will not die.” (Prov. 23:13).

“The rod and reproof give wisdom;
but a child left to himself causeth shame
to his mother.” (Prov. 29:15).

If parents love their children, they will
chasten them, teach them, and do what is
best for the child not only for the pres-
ent, but what will carry over into its life
in the future. To let children grow wup
without discipline, without learning obed-
ience, and without being trained and
taught is to do the child a gross injustice.
Children do not now how to guide them-
selves: They must be trained up in the
way they should go.

Wesley Hylton, P. O. Box 98, Keiser,
Ark., Jan. 11, 1957: Since last report one
has been baptized and two restored here
in Keiser. The work continues to pro-
gress. When coming our way, worship
with us. I have time for two meetings
next summer. If I can be of service to
you in any way, contact me at the above
address.

Jerry R. Lee, 617 St. John St., Mon-
roe, La.. Our work at Winnsboro, La.,
is progressing nicely. Four have been
baptized in the last three months. Lots
adjacent to our church property have
been purchased and are now clear of
debt. Funds are being raised for im-
provement of our church building. Long-
dale and Highland churches in Houston,
Tex., are assisting us financially. We are
happy over the progress made the last
few years and press forward to greater
things in days to come. I will have some
time in June, July or August for about
three meetings.
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Mixed Marriages

By LUTHER W. MARTIN

“Do not unite in marriage with unbe-
lievers, for what fellowship has right-
eous with iniquity? Or what mingling has
light with darkness? Or what accord has
Christ with Satan? Or what portion has
a believer with an unbeliever? Or what
harmony has the temple of God with
idols? For you are the temple of the
living God; as it is said, I will dwell in
them, and walk in them; and I will be
their God, and they shall be my people.
Wherefore come out from among them,
and be separate, said the Lord . . (2
Cor. 6:14-17, Lamsa’s translation.)

The Apostle Paul saw fit to warn
God’s children in apostolic days, just as
had been prohibited from inter-marry-
ing with the mnations surrounding her.
Although  Israel frequently  disobeyed
God, and finally was destroyed as a
chosen people of God, many of us who
claim to be Christians today, fail to
profit and benefit from “the things writ-
ten afore-time” which serve as examples
of the manner of God’s dealings with
man.

Roman Catholic Statistics

The Catholic Directory indicates that
30% of all “Church marriages” are
“mixed,” that is, one is a Roman Catho-
lic and one is a non-Catholic.

A faculty member of the staff of the
University of Notre Dame, John ]. Kane,
has found that in one Catholic parish,
60% of the children born to Catholics
in “mixed” marriages will never be bap-
tized Catholics, while 97% will never go
to a Catholic school.

A survey prepared over a fifteen year
period by Notre Dame has produced the
following information: (1) The offspring
of parents, both of whom are Catholics,
will retain their religious upbringing af-
ter they become adults—about 92 out of
100—or 92%. (Although not necessarily
remaining Catholics.) (2) If both parents
were Protestants, only 68% retained their
religious upbringing. (3) But, if one par-
ent was a Catholic and the other was a

Protestant or (non-Catholic), only 34%
retained religious belief.
In a “mixed marriage” where the

mother is the Catholic party, about 60%
of the children become Catholics. If,
however, the father is the Catholic, then
only about 25% of the children become
Roman Catholics.

Catholic Teaching On Mixed Marriages

“MIXED MARRIAGES. — By mixed
marriages we understand all marriages
between  Catholics and non-Catholics,

whether the latter be baptized or not.
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For many grave reasons the Church ab-
hors and forbids mixed marriages under
pain of mortal sin (Mission Book
of the Redemptorist Fathers, page 264-
265).

“May a Catholic marry a non-Catho-
lic?” Answer: “A Catholic may not mar-
ry a non-Catholic, unless there is a very
serious reason.” (A Catechism for Ad-
ults, by Cogan, page 86.)

“Who is the only one that can allow
a mixed marriage?” Answer: “The Bish-
op is the only one who can give permis-
sion for a mixed marriage, and he can
give such permission only for a very
serious reason.” (Ibid. page 87).

“In a mixed marriage, what must the
non-Catholic promise? Answer ‘In a mix-
ed marriage, the non-Catholic must sign
promises 1) not to interfere with the
Catholic’s practice of religion, 2) to see
to it that all the children be baptized and
be brought up as Catholics, and, 3) to
observe the laws of God and of the Ca-
tholic Church concerning marriage, and
4) not to have any ceremony before or
after in the presence of a non-Catholic
minister.” ” (Ibid. page 87).

“Even when the prescribed promises
are made, the Church so abhors such
marriages, that she positively forbids
them to be honored with any religious
ceremony whatever. It is a very grievous
sin and a great scandal for a Catholic to
contract a mixed marriage without dis-
pensation. Moreover, if a Catholic mar-
ries before an heretical minister, he is
excommunicated, and his marriage is
null.”  (Redumptorist Mission Book, page
267).

Purpose

The purpose for having written this
article is to demonstrate by quotations
from authentic Roman Catholic docu-
ments, the actual Catholic teaching and
attitude toward non-Catholics in mar-
raige; to warn non-Catholics to avoid
marriage with Catholics at all costs; and
particularly, to warn the younger mem-
bers of the church to avoid any involve-
ment whatsoever, that might lead to mar-
riage, with young people of sectarian re-
ligions invented by the councils of men.

“Come ye out from among them and
be ye separate, saith the Lord.”

Man has just one opportunity to give
to God. God started giving to man when
He first created him and will not stop in
eternity. Are you using your oppor-
tunity to give to the One who gives you
so much?

Washing Hands May Be
Sinful

By BILL BURTON

At the beginning of this lesson, read
Mark 7:1-7 very carefully.

Here Jesus condemned the washing of
hands. Why did he do it? Surely there is
nothing wrong with the act and it is es-
sential to cleanliness. Again we ask,
why? Look at the question from every
possible point of view, and the only cor-
rect answer is, it was condemned because
they were doing, as a religious service,
something which, although right itself,
had not been commanded by God, hence
it was wrong.

The same principle holds good in the
service of God today. It is still true that
whenever and wherever men do, as re-
ligious service, what they are not com-
manded to do, it is rejected. There is a
broad distinction between doing a thing
outside of religion and doing the same
thing as religious service. Let us make
some applications.

1. Infant baptism. Is it wrong to
baptize infants? If so, why? Certainly
not because it is wrong to apply water
to infants, or to dip them in water. It is
true, God has commanded believers to be
baptized, but notwithstanding this fact,
it would still be right to practice both,
as has been done, if God had command-
ed it. The practice is wrong, therefore,
not because the act is sinful apart from
religious service, but because there is
no divine authority for the act in reli-
gious service.

2. Instrumental music. Is it wrong to
play on musical instruments? We must
answer “no.” Why, then, do members
of the church oppose it? The opposition
to instrumental music in the worship is
misunderstood by many good people.
Why oppose it? Simply because God has
not appointed it in His worship, but has

appointed music of another kind. That
is singing or vocal music. (Eph. 5:19;
Col. 3:16).

But it is claimed that the Lord has
not forbidden instrumental music. No,

and neither has He forbidden meat on
the Lord’s table, except by telling us to
eat something else; and in the same way
he was forbidden instrumental music by
telling us to use another kind.

Here, then, are three distinct acts —
washing the hands, dipping an infant in
water, and playing on musical instru-
ments — all of which are sinless in
themselves, but wrong when done as re-
ligious acts, because there is no divine
authority for them.

The worship of God was not appointed
as an aesthetic performance to please
and gratify man’s taste, but to please and
honor God by loyalty to His Word. We
are to walk by faith.



Where Do We Go From Here?

By ELMER L'ROY

“Now therefore fear the Lord, and
serve him in sincerity and in truth: and
put away the gods which your fathers
served on the other side of the flood,
and in Egypt; and serve ye the Lord. And
if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord,
choose you this day whom ye will serve;
whether the gods which your fathers
served that were on the other side of the
flood, or the gods of the Amorites. in
whose land ye dwell: but as for me and
my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Josh.
24:14, 15).

The above verses present an alternative,
but it is not whether one shall serve or
not. One may serve Jehovah or he may
serve the gods of the Egyptians or the
Amorites. He has this alternative, but
some kind of service is inevitable. The
word “choose” in this text cannot mean
that one can serve or not serve, for if
he does not serve God, then he will be
serving something else.

One person’s life may not have a plan
or purpose, but he serves something
nevertheless. It may be only the resolu-
tion to live aimlessly. Another may say
that he will decide nothing and cleave to
no one, but he serves a master even
though he is not aware of it. By default
he serves in a force opposed to God.

Neutrality Is Impossible

There are others who think as the per-
son who says that he does not oppose re-
ligion or churches. He feels hurt when
someone finds fault with his attitude. He
does not understand how that he is not a
friend of Christ just because he is not a
foe. But Jesus said, “He that is not for
me is against me.”

In 1 Samuel 5 is the account of the
Ark of God being placed in an idol’s
temple beside Dagon, the chief god of
the Philistines. During the fight, God
acted, and in the morning Dagon was
found fallen on his face before the Ark
of God. The Philistines placed Dagon by
the side of the Ark of God again and on
the next morning he was found fallen on
his face before the Ark with hands and
head cut off. As Dagon must fall in the
presence of God, a divided allegiance is
impossible. One must serve God sincere-
ly and wholeheartedly, or he serves a
Dagon. He cannot serve God and mam-
mon.

Determination

What method must a man employ to
serve God acceptably? The word that
fittingly describes how to serve is “deter-
mination.” “As for me and my house,
we will serve the Lord.” Determination

banishes indecision, half-heartedness, and
lukewarmness and transforms one into an
earnest, strong, faithful servant. It is
time that all members of the church de-
cide to put duty to God first in their lives.
A decision is needed now. “Who then is
willing to consecrate this service this day
unto the Lord?” (1 Chron. 29:5).

Where do we go from here. The an-
swer depends on the person. It is cer-
tain that each of us is going somewhere.
Where we go will be determined by the
decision we make with respect to whom
we follow — God or Satan. Who will
you serve?

Roy M. Henderson, Moore, Okla.,
Jan. 21, 1957: The church in Moore is
experiencing a good steady growth and
we take courage and press one. Decem-
ber 13 I spoke to the church at Ferda,
Ark., where my brother, Ellis, is preach-
ing. One young mother made the good
confession and was baptized. 1 shall
preach in a ten day meeting there be-
ginning August 19.

J. B. Priddy, Rt. 4, Box 129, El Do-
rado, Ark. Jan. 21, 1957: I resigned
my work with the Warren church to be-
come effective on the last Sunday in
December. During my work there, six
were baptized and attendance records
were broken. I will be available for local
church work again about March 1. Any-
one desiring my services may get in
touch with me at the above address.

Jule Miller, Central Church of Christ,
Houston, Tex., Jan. 7, 1957: We started
the first Sunday of the year with H. B.
(Doc) Mason Jr. of Muscatine, lowa, do-
ing the preaching. There was one res-
toration. Attendance was one of the best
since Central members started the South-
west church in Houston in May Con-
tributions were substantially above our
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1957 budget requirements. A young lady
was baptized here Saturday, Jan. 5. This
was the 20th baptism resulting from the
cottage meeting slides we are now using.
It is my personal project now to produce
five full-color filmstrips to be available
to our congregations. They should be
ready soon.

Cleon Lyles, Little Rock, Ark., Jan. 8:

We paid the last note on our building
the first of the year. This means we have
paid nearly two hundred thousand dol-
lars the past five years, and our property,
worth a half million dollars, is clear of
debt. We will begin construction of a
hundred thousand dollar unit within a
few months. This will give us room for
22 more classes.

Tice Elkins, Alamogorado, New Mexi-
co., Jan. 15, 1957: I am very much as-
sured that I can hold a few meetings this
year. If any church in the southwest or
on this side of the Mississippi river wants
me for a meeting, you may write at the
above address. I will be ready to begin
work the first of May. It matters not
where you meet or the size of the con-
gregation, I will do my best for you.
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The Case of Apollos

By J. C. CHOATE

As a text, please consider the follow-
ing: “And a certain Jew named Apollos,
born at Alexandria, an eloquent man,
and mighty in the scriptures, came to
Ephesus. This man was instructed in
the way of the Lord; and being fervent
in the spirit, he spake and taught dili-
gently the things of the Lord, knowing
only the baptism of John. And he began
to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom
when Aquila and Priscilla had heard,
they took him unto them, and expounded
unto him the way of God more perfectly.
And when he was disposed to pass into
Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting
the disciples to receive him: who, when
he was come, helped them much which
had believed through grace: For he
mightily convinced the Jews, and that
publicly, shewing by the scriptures that
Jesus was Christ.” (Acts 18:24-28).

Now before we go on with a discus-
sion of the things that occurred in the
life of Apollos, we first of all need to
consider his background. Apollos was
born in the city of Alexandria, a Jew,
brought up under the law. According to
our text he was visiting or living in the
city of Ephesus at the time he became
associated with Aquila and Priscilla.
Not much is known of Apollos other
than the facts which have been mention-
ed and a few other details in regard to
his becoming a Christian and a preacher
of the gospel.

At this time it might be well for us to
consider Apollos just prior to his conver-
sion. Our subject was an eloquent or
learned man. As suggested he was rear-
ed under the law of Moses, and there-
fore, evidently had been well educated in
matters pertaining to religion. Because
of his knowledge of the law he was able
to speak in a public manner in the syna-
gogue. Further, we are told that he was
well versed in the scriptures — the scrip-
tures having reference to the law of
Moses. This suggests that he was above
the average when it came to a knowledge
of the will of God. In all probability, he
was able to quote much of it from mem-
ory, but at any rate, we do know that he
was esteemed very highly because of
such a knowledge of the scriptures. Still
another point of interest: Apollos was a
disciple of John the Baptist. You must
bear in mind that this man lived in the
time in which John did his preaching or
at least in the time when the sayings of
John were still being prorogated, and
as a result, he believed that which he
heard and became a follower of John.
We are also informed that Apollos was
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instructed in the way of the Lord. That
is, he was taught all that John knew
about the Lord, and therefore, he be-
lieved that Jesus was to come after John.
The record reveals that he was fervent
in the spirit, suggesting the fact that he
was humble and sincere in that which he
believed and practiced. Apollos had not
only been taught of the Lord’s coming
but also went about teaching such. At
the same time, he knew only of John’s
baptism and this explains why later he
was further instructed in the way of the
Lord and acted accordingly. Upon ar-
rival in Ephesus he spoke in the syna-
gogue and there many heard him. Of
course, many Jews were present to hear
him, and among these were Aquila and
Priscilla. Evidently on the basis of that
which he said they were convinced that
he could be taught the truth; thus, they
set out to do just that and the Lord bless-
ed their efforts.

There are some additional facts that
we need to consider as we go along.
Keep in mind that Apollos was a learned
man, had a knowledge of the scriptures,
had been instructed in the way of the
Lord, was a sincere soul, was teaching
others, but even after all of this, still
he was a lost man. You know some peo-
ple reason that if a man has a good
education and is religious then he must
be right because they often state “You
know that a smart man like that could
not be deceived or led astray.” Well,
Apollos was a smart man but at the
same time he was a lost man. The fact
that a man is educated according to the
standards of the world does not always
mean that he is smart when it comes to
religious matters. An educated man can
be wrong about a matter just like every-
body else. It is fine to have a good edu-
cation but remember that alone will not
assure one of salvation. Again, some
people reason that if an individual has
a knowledge of the scriptures then he
must be alright religiously speaking.
There are those who say “Well, he must
be right, because he backed it up with
the Bible.” But Apollos knew the scrip-
tures but he was still a lost man, So I
tell you that an individual may know the
Bible through and through but if he has
not obeyed God then he is still lost. A
preacher can back up every statement
with a verse of scripture as far as he is
concerned and as far as his hearers are
concerned but if he is not preaching the
truth as the Bible reveals it and if he is
not using the scriptures in a lawful man-
ner, then he is still a sinner. A person’s

ability to quote a few verses of scripture
does not mean anything. Even the devil
can quote the Bible but that does not
mean that he is saved. Hence, the major-
ity of the devil’s ministers are pretty good
at quoting the word of God but they are
lost and at the same time dragging mul-
titudes of poor ignorant people down to
hell with them.

Furthermore, some reason that they
have been instructed in the way of the
Lord and could not possibly be wrong.
But what about Apollos? He had been
instructed in the way of the Lord but he
was still wrong. Why was this true? Be-
cause he had not been taught of the will
of God. Thus, many have been taught
part of the truth but they have not been
taught all of the truth, and because of
such, are just as lost as they can be.
Yes, they may claim to be saved, but
nevertheless, they are lost. Not only so,
but there are those who reason that if an
individual is sincere in religious matters,
he could not be wrong. Apollos was
sincere about the things he was doing,
but just the same, he was wrong. My
friends, who would say that Apollos was
not sincere? Why not a one of us. And
yet, he was lost. Now if Apollos could
be sincere but lost why could not many
people of our day be in the same fix?
To tell you the truth about it, they are.
I believe that the majority of religious
people are sincere, but at the same time,
the majority are lost. Sincerity then is
not the thing which counts, but rather it
is obedience that get’s the Lord’s atten-
tion.

Finally, I submit to you the fact that
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scores of people reason that if an indi-
vidual is teaching certain things in the
name of religion that he must be alright.
Apollos was teaching in the name of re-
ligion and yet was wrong. That is true.
Then why would not it follow that in our
day if an individual is teaching certain
false doctrines, even if it is in the name
of religion, then there is still a possibility
of his being lost? Well, that is the way
it is. There are those who say: “You
know he would not be teaching that
unless it is the truth.” But be it remem-
bered that he could have been deceived.
Keep in mind that just the fact that a
person is teaching something does not
mean that it is in harmony with the will
of God, but in all probability to the
contrary. That is the reason we need to
try the spirits. We need to search the
scriptures to find out if that individual
who is preaching is telling the truth or
not. Think about these things as well as
others which might be brought up in
connection with the life of Apollos, both
before his conversion and after his con-
version.

Now think about the conversion of
Apollos. As suggested, he was a lost
man. Why? Because he was ignorant of
the truth and therefore had failed to
obey it. However, Aquila and Priscilla
heard him preaching, and realizing that
he was preaching according to John,
took him aside and taught him the will
of God. In other words, they explained
the truth unto him more perfectly. As a
result, Apollos acted accordingly, and
thus, cleared everything up. Now all of
this serves as a wonderful example for
the people of our day. If one finds out
that he is wrong or that he has not fully
accepted the truth then he should not
make a big to-do over it but rather he
should be thankful to God that he has
learned the truth and thus accepted the
same. That is the only way one can be
saved and have the hope of a better
world.

What happened after the conversion
of Apollos? He soon left Ephesus and
went over to Achaia. Upon going to
Achaia, “the brethren wrote, exhorting
the disciples to receive him.” Hence, on
helped
convinced many Jews that Jesus was the
Christ,
Corinth, it is said, that Paul planted and
Apollos watered. So Apollos turned out

his arrival he them much. He

“shewing by the scriptures.” In

to be a great servant of the Lord.

I'n conclusion. Apollos was a religious
man but in error; upon obeying the truth
he was saved; he then went forward
preaching the same truth. Dear friends,

this is a lesson that all should learn.

NEW CONGREGATION STARTS IN
BATON ROUGE, LA.

Sunday, January 6, 1957, a group
started meeting on the campus of Louis-
iana State University. The University
was kind enough to provide us with an
assembly room with a capacity of about
100 and a small room for the children’s
classroom.

The University has an enrollment of
over 10,000 students of which a very

large majority are sectarian in belief.

There are four families that have start-
ed this new work and when you con-
sider the 10,000 students besides the fac-
ulty and those living close to the campus,
we have an enormous job ahead. We
prefer to think of it as a great opportuni-
ty.

We are meeting in the Field House,
room 315. When in this vicinity worship
with us. — B. Hall Davis, Box 8392,
University Station, Baton Rouge, La.
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SUPPORTING NATIVE WORKERS
By BERNARD HOWELL

Almost every mnation the church has
entered since the war is considered very
poor according to American standards.
Poverty presents a serious problem for
the evangelization of these nations. Thou-
sands of men are unemployed and each
year the unemployment ranks increase.
Any organization, especially a new one,
is besieged by men seeking employment.
The church of the Lord, being no ex-
ception to the rule, is also confronted
with many people who are seeking only
the temporal things of life, but who
would lead one to think that they are
interested in the gospel.

Some Italian Christians have suggest-
ed that the churches in the United States
support Italian preachers only under un-
usual circumstances. They have suggest-
ed that the money from America could
be used for wall posters, books, and other
things. Such practice would in most
cases easily eliminate all the insincere
from trying to deceive the church.

There is also the problem of exper-
ience and proper training. Most churches
at home would not support a man who
had been a Christian only two or three
months. The church would want to see
his Christian life before the community
for a period of several years. If he was
faithful and capable, then the church
would have a good full-time worker. If
he proved to be unfaithful or incapable,
then the church would not suffer any
serious consequences.

Many appeals are presented weekly in
the United States for support for native
workers in various countries. Serious
problems arise concerning native work-
ers, especially when they have not been
tried. If you are thinking about support-
ing a native worker, make a thorough in-
vestigation before sending help. If the
person has not been a Christian for at
least four or five years it is very probable
that he will not work out satisfactorily,
especially if he planned to preach full-
time before or shortly after his baptism.

It is a good idea to seek advice from
at least three or four different American
evangelists in the country under
sideration before making a decision to
support a native worker. Ask the Ameri-
can evangelists for facts concerning the
native worker such as the length of time
he has been a faithful worker; his back-
ground and other information, then an
intelligent decision can be made. Re-
member, an insincere or incapable native
worker can cause difficulties that will
have serious effects upon the church for
several years. — Via Antonio da Murano
34, Padova, Italy.
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H. C. Finley, Rt. 1, Box 115A, Star
City, Ark. Jan. 7, 1957: The work in
the church at Star City is moving along
in a fine way. 1956 was a splendid year
for us. A few were added to the body,
and the church was greatly strengthened.
Our contributions have increased con-
siderably and we have preaching every
Lord’s day and we had two meetings last
year and plan two or three this year.
I am arranging my work for this year
to be able to hold gospel meetings any

where needed but especially with weak
congregations. If you can use me in a
meeting or a singing school, write me at
the above address.

W. Joe Hacker, Jr., North Little Rock,
Ark., Jan. 14, 1957: Last year the Levy
congregation in North Little Rock moved
forward with an over all increase in at-
tendance of 61%. Thus far in January
we have had five responses to the invi-
tation.

what shall we do?
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Preaching Christ
By LLOYD E. ELLIS

Preaching Christ is the greatest work
on earth, and a work in which all re-
sponsible persons should be engaged.
This may be to some a very peculiar
statement, for the popular conception of
"preaching” limits the proclamation of
Christ to a chosen few, usually designat-
ed “preachers.”

But everyone who claims to be a true
followers of the Christ should feel a
responsibility in making Him known to
others. Some may not be able to preach
as do some other persons, but all who
know Christ could speak to a friend or
neighbor about Him.

There are so many ways of preaching
Christ that regardless of one’s personal
attributes he can help some other per-
son to come to appreciate Christ more.

What To Do In Preaching

Some preachers and writers have felt
that they have a sort of God-given duty

to “tell” other people of their faults, and
so spend most of their time in a condem-
nation of what other people are doing.
While it is true that some teachings and
practices should be frankly and plainly
shown to be in error, yet such condemna-
tion is hardly preaching the gospel of
Christ.

Where light is darkness must flee, and
where the truth is known, loved, believed
and lived, error will have little oppor-
tunity to deceive the people. To show
false a belief or practice of one without
giving him something to fill the void,
will, leave an individual in a very unde-
sirable: situation. “Seven” other devils
will come to fill his life, unless the truth
is presented.

We must feel that we have a respon-
sibility toward the people who are not
members of the Lord’s body. We do
not believe in a multiplicity of religious
organizations, but we do believe that
each person ought to be a member of
the Lord’s church, which is His body,
(Col. 1:18), and we Dbelieve that Paul
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stated the truth when he said there is
but one body. (1 Cor. 12:20).

We do not desire to go about using
our time condemning what other people
are doing, but we desire to be used by
anyone who will study with us and en-
deavor to learn just what the Lord de-
sires each one to do.

We are convinced that if people hear
of the true teaching of Christ and His
way of life, they are capable most of
the time to see the error of other ways,
and as most people have a desire to be
right religiously, when they do know the
truth they will want to turn to God to do
His will. This does not mean that most
religious people are right, but simply that
a great number of those who are in
error, have been taught things which are
not true and so are honestly mistaken.

It is the Christian’'s duty to preach
Christ. We should not preach ourselves,
our ideas, or what other people think,
but we should endeavor to learn just
what God has presented to us through
the Bible and when we have learned, try
to help some other person learn also.

This living a Christian life before
others and giving attention to learning
and doing and teaching what is right is
what we call the positive way of life.

Wilford G. Harris, RA 699 2621, Hq.

Co. 1st Bn., 14th Inf. Regt., APO 25,
San Francisco, Calif.. The church has
been meeting each week for over a year
in the Wahiawa, Schofield area. During
this time many new arrivals have been a
boost to the work here. At the present
time we have approximately 100 in the
congregation. Recently three were bap-
tized and two have been restored to the
church. All military personnel who an-
ticipate an assignment to Hawaii can con-
tact us by writing to the church of Christ,
P. O. Box 293, Wahiawa, Oahu TH. All
Air Force Personnel who might be as-
signed to the Wheeler Air Force Base,
the church is located just across the
street. All who have sons in the service
in Hawaii should notify them of the lo-
cation of the church. Our telephone num-
ber is Wah 224722.

Charles K. Cranford, 302 West Calif.

Ave., Ruston, La., January 9, 1957: On
November 1, 1956, Bro. Guthrie Dean
concluded a fine period of work with
this congregation at which time I began
my work with the group. We have raised
our budget for 1957 about $2500 above
that of 1956, and this money will be
used primarily for mission and benevol-
ent work. Our building is located on
U. S. Highway 80, as you enter into Rus-
ton from the west. We extend a sincere
invitation to those who will be passing
our way to stop and worship with us.
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The Value of Goals
By CARL R. MICK

A goal is something to work for. A
runner has a goal he is striving to reach
before others; football players have a
goal they try to cross to make a touch-
down.

Since Christians are engaged in a great
race, we should also have goals. The Ul-
timate goal of every Christian is heaven.
“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin
which doth so easily beset us, and let us
run with patience the race that is set be-
fore us, looking unto Jesus the author
and finisher of our faith.” (Heb. 12:1-2).
There is not only this ultimate goal be-
fore Christians, but there are many inter-
mediate goals.

Without some goals to work for we
will drift along and accomplish very
little. Some of these goals should deal
with the work of individual Christians.
For example, each Christian should have
the goal of winning someone to Christ.
How the church would grow if we all had
this goal. Inasmuch as seemingly many
have not set such a goal, we are making
little or no concentrated effort to convert
souls. Other desirable goals would be:

1. Reading the Bible through. Sur-
prisingly few people have ever done this.
One reason can be traced to the failure
to have that as a goal.

2. Overcoming some habit. Habits that
are injurious to the body, unbecoming to
a Christian and offensive to others should
be given up. Having that as a goal before
us might be the means of overcoming
such habits.

3. Starting some good practices. Set-
ting the goal of being more helpful with
the sick and of being more thoughtful to
others, to visit, call, or send them a card
would be beneficial to us.

4. Giving a certain percent of our in-
come. Giving must be a matter of pur-
posing in our hearts (2 Cor. 9:7). Fami-
lies would do well to set a goal to give
a certain amount each week to the Lord’s
work.

Congregations of Christians also need
to have goals to strive for. How often
has a goal for a certain number to attend
worship or Bible study been the means of
encouraging us to attend and to get
others to come. Budgets planned by
churches at the beginning of each year
present a challenge before the church to
meet the goals set therein. The church’s
main goals should be concerned with
spiritual growth such as greater interest
in Bible study and prayer, better singing,
more reverence in worship, and more
people led to obey the gospel.
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FACTS

By D. H. PERKINS

The church of Christ was founded by
Christ through His apostles who spoke
(or taught) “as the Spirit gave them ut-
terance.” (Acts 1:8; 2:4; 1 Pet. 1:12).

It was founded in Zion, or Jerusalem
(Isa. 2:2, 3; Luke 24:46, 47; Acts 2:1-
47).

It was founded 30 A.D. or on the first
Pentecost after Christ’s resurrection.

Its terms of membership were:

1. Faith (Heb. 11:6; Mark 16:15-16;
Acts 8:37).

2.  Repentance (Luke 13:3; 24:47; Acts
2:38).

3. Confession (Matt. 10:32; Rom. 10:

9, 10; Acts 8:37).

4. Baptism (Matt. 28:19, 20; Mark 16:
15, 16; Acts 2:38).

Its members were required to live
Godly lives and meet for worship on the
first day of the week (Titus 2:12; Acts
20:7; Heb. 10:25).

It was destined to include and consist
of all God’s children, Christians, who
were the only members, and over whom
Christ was to reign as head. Hence it
was the “one body” of Christ. (Eph. 4:4;
5:23; 1:21, 22; Col. 1:18, 24; Rom. 12:4,
5;1 Cor. 12:12-28).

The Roman Catholic Church was
founded by Justinian, not by Christ.

It was founded in Rome, Italy, not in

Jerusalem.

It was founded about 325 A.D. not
30 A.D.

It is, therefore, 295 years too late to
be the church of Christ.

The Lutheran Church was founded by
Martin Luther, not by Christ.
It was founded in Whittenburg, Ger-
many, not in Jerusalem.
It was founded in 1521 A.D. and not
30 A.D.
It is, therefore, 1491 years too late to
be the church of Christ.
The Episcopalian Church was founded
by Henry VIII, not by Christ.
It was founded in London, England,
not in Jerusalem.
It was founded 1534 A.D., not 30 A.D.
It is, therefore, 1504 years too late to
be the church of Christ.
The Presbyterian Church was founded
by John Knox, not by Christ.
It was founded in Edinburg, Scotland,
not in Jerusalem.
It was founded 1587 A.D., not 30 A.D.
It is, therefore, 1557 years too late to
be the church of Christ.
The Baptist Church was founded by
John Smyth, not by Christ.
It was founded in London,
not in Jerusalem.
It was founded 1607 A.D., not 30 A.D.
Mr. Benedict, a noted Baptist historian

England,

says “The first regularly organized Bap-
tist church of which we possess an ac-
count, is dated from 1607, and was
founded in London by a Mr. Smyth who
had been a clergyman in the church of

England.” — Benedict's History of the
Baptist Denomination in America and
other Parts of the World.

It is, therefore, 1577 years too late to
be the church of Christ.

The Methodist Church was founded by
John Wesley, not by Christ.

It was founded in Oxford, England,
not in Jerusalem.

It was founded 1729 A.D. and not 30
AD.

Mr. John Wesley says: "On Monday,
May 1, our little society began in London;
but it may be observed that the first

rise of Methodism, so called, was in
November, 1729, when four of us met at
Oxford.” (Wesley’'s Works, Vol. 7. p.
348).

It is, therefore, 1699 years too late to
be the church of Christ.

Any church that was not founded by
Christ and the apostles in Jerusalem, 30

AD. or on the first Pentecost after
Christ’s  resurrection, cannot be the
church of Christ.

STEWARDSHIP

Steward I — and not possessor — of the
wealth entrusted me.

What, were God himself the holder,
would his disposition be?

This I ask myself each morning, every
noon, and every night,

As I view his gentle goodness with an
ever new delight.

Steward only — never owner — of the
time that he has lent,

How, were he my life’s custodian, would
my years on earth be spent?

Thus I ask myself each hour, as I plod my
pilgrim way

Steeped in greatfulest amazement at his
mercy day by day.

Steward only — not possessor — of the
part of him that’s I,

Clearer grows this truth, and dearer, as
the years go slipping by.

May I softly go, and humbly, head and
heart in reverence bent,

That I may not fear to show him how
my stewardship was spent.

—Selected.

Bennett W. Land, Poplar Ave. Church
of Christ, Wichita, Kan.: We began work
with this congregation Sunday, Dec. 23.
All things point to continued progress
here. W. B. Ragsdale labored here eight
and one-half years. His work was most
substantial. The Ragsdales are working
now with the church in Branson, Mo.
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Prepare Now For Your Vacation Bible School--------

Two New Workbooks

1- What Must I Do?
A Workbook Designed for Juniors

TWELVE LESSONS —

First and Great Commandment: Love God; Obedience to God’s Commands; The Plan
of Salvation; Second Greatest Commandment; Obedience to Parents; Obedience to
Elders; Obedience to Civil Authorities; Worship; Pure Thoughts and Sound Speech;
Everyday Living; The Temple of God: Your Body; Rejoice in Thy Youth.

2. The Graces and Responsibilities
of Christian Young People

A Workbook for Young People

TWELVE LESSONS —

Faith; Virtue; Knowledge; Temperance; Patience; Godliness; Brotherly Kindness;
Charity; Responsibility to God; Responsibility to Parents; Responsibility to Our Fellow-
man; Responsibility to Ourselves.

Material in these books has been prepared by Mrs. Opalene Kail of Little Rock.
The author his had much experience in preparing teachable material for young people.
She has made a thorough study of their needs. In our opinion it is the best of its kind
in print. Your Junior and Young People’s classes will enjoy the study, and they will
learn lessons that will help them as long as they live.

Each book contains 32 pages (6x9 inches), plus an attractive two-color cover.

May we urge that every congregation order a copy of each of these books for

()-()-()-()-()-()-()-()-(()-()-()-()-()-()-()—()-()-(§

inspection.
Price, per single copy, 35¢; six or more 30c each '
Gospel Light Publishing Company
Delight, Arkansas
!)-()-( ) I () G () G (-GS ) G ) G () G () ) G () G () G ) S () O
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Good Books For Your Home Library ...

We list below a few of the many good books
which The Gospel Light regularly carries in stock.
Good books are an asset to any home. We would
be happy to take care of your needs. Write us about
any book you might desire that is not listed below:

COMMENTARIES
Matthew and Mark, McGarvey .........ccccoovvuvirivcrninnnnnnes 3.00
J IR T T F: 1 0 V- ) OO
John. Johnson
Acts, McGarvey ..
ACES, BOLES vttt .
Vision of the Ages (Revelation) Johnson .. 3.00
Revelation, HINAS.........oouieieieiieeeeiceececeeeeeeeeeeeeeae 3.50
Barnes Notes on Epistles, 2 Vols.) : . 35.00
People’s N. T. With Notes, Johnson, (2 Vols.) 5.00
Romans, Lard .......ocoovviviiiieieiiieeeeeeeee e enns 3.50
Hebrews, Milligan ...........ccccooeiiiiniiiiciiicicne 3.00
Irwin’s Bible Commentary .... s 350
Adam Clark, Entire Bible (6 VO0IS.) ..cccceceriveveeeririreinennne 24.50
Jamieson, Fausett, Brown, Entire Bible 7.95
CONCORDANCES
Cruden’s Complete Concordance -
Young's New Analytical .......cccccoovvrvirnrcnccccicnnn.

Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance ..
Harper’s Topical Concordance ...........ccocvueecerineurenncnes

BIBLE DICTIONARIES
Smith’s Bible Dictionary ..........cccccoceveeueeuncinniecicciecieieennes 3.00
Smith’s Bible Dictionary (Enlarged Edition) ................. 3.75
Peloubet’s Bible Dictionary ..........ccccocoeuevrieuviveencinieneennnns 3.50
RELIGIOUS DEBATES
Nichol-Bradley Debate ..........cccocueuveiieiniiiiiiiicicin 3.00
Hardeman-Bogard .........c.ceveuveemireerniverneceineeereenrene o0 3.00
Howard-Pope cevereeen .2.50
Stevens-Beevers (on Catholicism) 2,50
Wallace-Ketcherside ... [EEUT TR 3.00
Campbell-McCalla ... 3.00
Humble-Garrett .. 3.00

Scherling-Bailey ... 2.75

Wallace-Hunt ......... ..2.75
Wallace-Vaughn ... ..2.75
Warren-Ballard ..o 2.50
OTHER BOOKS
Mormonism Exposed, Hancock ..........ccooueveicieinrenace 2.25
Review Jarrel’s Gospel in Water, Richardson 1.00
Handbook of Historical Briefs, Wilhite 2.75
The Great Legacy, Ezzell ........cc.cooooormiiiiniiicicee 2.00
Word Studies :in the N. T., Vincent (4 vols.) 20.00
Scriptural Government of the Church, Foster...................... 50
Eunice Loyd, Moody ..., 2.50
Sermon Digests (various preachers), DeHoff 1.50
Soul Saving Sermons, Guild ..o, 2.00
Letters and Sermons of T. B. Larimore. 3.00
The Eldership, McGarvey .........ccooevereiriireiecinicieniennes 1.50

Life, Incidents, Sermons of E. M. Borden . 2.50
The Christian System, Campbell 3.00
Why I Left, Thos. Campbell . . 3.00
Do’s and Don’ts For The Christian, Brownlow 2.00
Abundant Living, LEmMmMONS .......ccccecovuruririiiniinieciciriennes 2.00
The First Mortgage, Cook (Bible in Poetry) . 2.00
The Bible Interprets The Bible, Estes 2.00
Studies in Romans, CUTLS ......cceeeveieirierieeeeeeeeeee e .0
Tommy and His Mother, Curry e . 25
Unconscious Enemies of Christ, L'Roy ) .50
The New Testament Church, Dunn .........ccccceevveeeevieereceeceeiennen, 25
Gospel Sermons, DeHoff . 3.00
Sermons on First Corinthians, DeHoff 2.00
Church History, John D. Cox 1.50
Church History for Busy People ... 200
Church, The Falling Away, Restoration . 2w
The Great Controversy, Johnson EUTT 2.00
Nichol’s Pocket Bible Encyclopedia PP .50
Pilgrim’s Progress . e .75
Questions Answered, Llpscomb and Sewell 5.00
Types and Metaphors of the Bible ...2.50
The Church of Christ, Phillips . 2.2]
All About the Bible, Collett ... 2.00
The Problem of Problems, Braden ... . . . 3.00
Origin and Destiny of Man, Otey - 2.50
Why We Believe The Bible, DeHoff 1.75
Why I Am A Member the Church, Brownlow 2.00
Churches of Today, Tomlinson [ .. 250
Complete Works of JoSephus .........cccccuvuviuvicivinincniciicninen 5.95
Seed For The Sower, Brownlow o 2.00
Hitchcock’s Topical Bible and Concordance 9.95
Fox’s Book of Martyrs ... 2.50
The Holy Spirit, Boles ... . 3.00
Seventh-Day Adventism Renounced, Canrlght . 3.00
Gospel Plan of Salvation, Brents - 4.50
Scheme of Redemption, Milligan 3.00
Hermeneutics, Dungan 2.75
BIBLE STORY BOOKS
Egermeier’s Bible Story Book ... ... 3.50
DeLuxe Edition 4.95
Hurlbut’s Story of the Bible . 4.50
Story of the Bible, Foster 2.50
BOUND VOLUMES GOSPEL LIGHT
We have a few bound volumes of the Gospel Light

for the years 1945 through 1956. We can supply any
year desired at $2.50, except 1956. Price of this volume
is $3.00.

RECORDING TAPE

We are wholesale distributors for the very popular

Soundcraft Recording Tape. We can supply the 1200
feet plastic base rolls at $3.30. This is a very high
fidelity tape. Preachers who record their sermons or

songs for radio work are learning that we can save

them money.

Order From GOSPEL LIGHT PUBLISHING CO., Delight, Arkansas

=/
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so many to reach —

THOUSANDS WILL DIE DURING THIS YEAR
WITHOUT CHRIST! National magazine advertis-
ing will help us reach souls with the Gospel not
only in this country, but in Foreign Nations.
Already more than 25,000 souls have been influ-
enced through national advertising to write for
additional help. Christ prayed for laborers to be

sent into the fields as the fields are now white in the

harvest. Yet souls are dying daily without Christ
and without hope. Christians everywhere are urged
to support the Gospel Press in this attempt to
reach the masses with the Gospel. Your contribu-
tions will help us reach honest souls seeking for
the way of truth.

W I L L Y O U H E L P ? Will you not spend $17.30 a month to reach 10,000; $8.65 a month to reach

5,000; or $1.73 a month to teach 1,000 people the gospel? Remember: Every penny you send will

mean six more people have the opportunity to hear of Christ and His Church.

PLEASE CLIP THIS OUT AND MAIL

Send Contributions to

THE GOSPEL PRESS

3816 Gaston Ave., Dallas, Texas

|
|
|
|
|
I
]
|
Tell others about this unusual opportunity |
to spread the truth abroad. :
|
|
|
I
|
|
|
|
1

TEACHING MILLIONS THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST”

IT TODAY

To: GOSPEL PRESS
3816 Gaston Ave., Dallas, Texas
Dear Brethren:

I want to have a part in teaching the word of God through the medium
of national magazines.

Enclosed is my contribution of §

I also wish to pledge $ per month and will send If

on the day of each month.

Nam R

Address S —
City. ——Zone. State.




Friendship

By RUTH B. STATLER

I'd rather have the friendship
Of one truly honest man,
Than the praises of the masses,
With their loud, short-lived acclaim.
I'd rather have real homage
From one person who is true,
If I know that he sincerely
Appreciates the things I do.

If one friend who sees my failures,
One who knows the worst in me,
Still can clasp my hand in friendship,
Offering his loyalty,
Him I value more than money,
More than worldly praise or fame;
Nor would I exchange that friendship
Just to wear a monarch’s name.



CHARGING GOD FOOLISHLY

By A. G. HOBBS

“In all this Job sinned not, nor charg-
ed God foolishly.” (Job 1:22)

The footnote on the expression “charg-
ed God foolishly" is "attributed folly to
God.” Job did not attribute folly to
God. Yet. many today are doing so.

Many are disgusted with religion be-
cause of religious counterfeits, and the
folly with which God is charged. There
could not be a counterfeit dollar without
a true dollar existing somewhere to serve
as a standard. So the false religions prove
that there is a true religion.

Let us note some of the ways that
God is foolishly charged today. Perhaps
no one intends to so charge God. Yet,
that is what many current ideas and false
beliefs amount to.

God is charged with:
Being A Respecter Of Persons.

God is charged with being a respecter
of persons although it is plainly stated in
the Bible that He is not. (Acts 10:34, 35;
Rom. 2:11).

There is a tendency for us to think
that God will be more merciful with us
at the judgment than He will be with
others. Many think that they are entitled
to have at least one “besetting sin” that
they may keep, commit and enjoy. But
Jesus says if you die in your sins whither
I go you cannot come (John 8:34). If
we know what our “besetting sin” is, we
had better quit it and get forgiveness lest
it mean our eternal damnation.

Furthermore, there is a tendency for
us to think that God will be more merci-
ful with our parents than he will with
the parents of others.

The false doctrine of predestination,
that some before the foundation of the
world were predestined to be lost regard-
less of what they do, and that others
were predestined to be saved regardless
of what they do, is absurd and makes
God a respecter of persons — a partial
God.

Another way God is made a respecter
of persons by men is to think that He
is more interested in Americans than He
is in those of other races. The gospel is
for all races, and God accepts those of
any nation who fear Him and work
righteousness (Acts 10:34, 35). He is
interested in the salvation of all regardless
of color, or race.

The human of sinners praying for par-
don at the “altar” makes God a respecter
of persons. To illustrate: Two men both
equally honest and open-minded (but both
deceived by false teachers) begin praying.
Within about 30 minutes, one jumps up

declaring he is saved. The other prays
until four o'clock in the morning and
goes home confessing that he did not
“get it.” If the reports of these men be
true, God is a respecter of persons. How-
ever, the truth of the matter is neither
was saved. No one has the promise of
being saved through prayer — without
obeying the gospel. There is no com-
mand in ail the Bible for a sinner to pray;
and there is no example where a sinner
ever became a Christian through prayer.
Believing sinners were commanded to re-
pent and be baptized for the remission of
sins, (Acts 2:38). They obeyed (Acts 2:
41).

Many foolishly charge God with
Approving Religious Division

Such a charge is in open contradiction
with both reason and revelation.

Jesus, in the shadow of the cross, pray-
ed earnestly and fervently for all be-
lievers to be one:

“Neither pray I for these alone, but for
them also which shall believe on me
through their word; that they all may be
one; as thou Father, art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be one in us; that
the world may believe that thou hast sent
me.” (Jno. 17:20-21).

Unity is possible. Although men, in
an effort to justify division, say it is not
possible. And some even go so far as to
thank God for division. Prayer must be
in faith, and it is impossible to please
God without faith (Heb. 11:6). Jesus al-
ways pleased God (Jno. 8:29). If unity
is impossible, Jesus could not have pray-
ed in faith. Whatsoever, is not of faith
is sin (Rom. 14:23). But Jesus “did not
sin” (1 Pet. 2:22). Therefore, I know
that it is possible for all believers to be
one.

One reason Jesus gives for unity is
that the world might believe. The infidel
mocks, and scoffs at religion when he
sees so many religious bodies wearing
different names, believing different doc-
trines and worshiping in different ways.
To charge God with endorsing such con-
fusion is to attribute folly to Him. The
infidel can see that such claim is both
absurd and unreasonable. Most denom-
inational people try to justify their hu-
man names and traditions by arguing
that such is all right. But division is
against both reason and Scripture.

Paul pleaded for unity. “Now I be-
seech you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the
same thing, and that there be no divi-
sions among you; but that ye be joined

together in the same mind, and in the
same judgment.

“For it hath been declared unto me of
you, my brethren, by them which are of
the house of Chloe, that there are con-
tentions among you.

“Now this I say, that every one of
you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos;
and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.

“Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified
for you? or were ye baptized in the
name of Paul?” (1 Cor. 1:10-13).

Not only did Paul, as an inspired
apostle, plead for unity, but he also con-
demned division. They were exalting
preachers and wearing party names. It
was wrong then; it is wrong today.

How Is Unity Possible?

It is possible by all speaking the same
thing, speaking as oracles of God (1 Pet.
4:11); by calling Bible things by Bible
names, and doing Bible things for Bible
reasons, and in Bible ways. If this were
done, all would teach that baptism is “for
the remission of sins,” as the Bible de-
cares (Acts 2:38). The preacher would
always take the candidate for baptism
down into the water, and there bury him
with Christ and raise him to walk in new-
ness of life (Acts 8:36-39; Rom. 6:3, 4).
All would just be Christians (Acts 11:
26; 1 Pet. 4:16).

If all would walk by faith (2 Cor. 5:7),
and since faith comes by hearing the
Word of God (Rom. 10:17), then all
would be walking in the light of divine
revelation. Opinions and traditions would
have to be given up. By so doing, all
could walk together in unity. All wear-
ing the same name, believing the same
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doctrine and all worshiping the same
way.

The title “reverend” would be discard-
ed when referring to preachers and ad-
dressed only to God (Psa. 111:9). The
expression “join the church of your
choice” would be heard no more. No
one would ever again say that baptism is
“an outward sign of an inward grace.”
This is a false expression “coined” to
bolster up a false doctrine.

Human names would be discarded and,
every person would suffer “as a Chris-
tian” (1 Pet. 4:16) and as Christian only.

All must understand the Bible alike,
because God is no respecter of persons
and requires the same things of all.

Many charge God with

Saying One Thing And Meaning Many
Different Things.

No wonder that the infidel scoffs at
religion. It is absurd claims of false re-
ligionists who falsely and foolishly charge
God and the Bible that disgusts people
who think seriously about the matter.

It is only charging God foolishly when
men say that He does not mean what He
says. Others say that when God speaks
that it can mean different things to dif-

ferent persons — but not to the same
person. How absurd.

To illustrate: Paul decares that there
is “one baptism” (Eph. 4:5). Did he
mean what he said? If not, why did he
not say what he meant? Now if Paul
meant water baptism, he could not have
meant Holy Ghost baptism. Did the
Lord mean water baptism for those who
so understand it, and Holy Ghost bap-
tism for those who do not understand it?

Did God just throw together a group
of loosely disconnected words for man to
attach his own meaning? Then why have
revelation? Why have a Savior? Every-
body would be his own savior, if man
could set aside the commands of Jesus
and set his own terms of pardon.

When Christ or inspired men spoke
or wrote they meant something; and they
meant the same thing for everyone.
When two people understand a passage
in the Bible different, one (maybe both)
is misunderstanding it.

We do not so charge men of writing
and speaking. Why then, should we
think that when God speaks that a dozen
men can put the same number of inter-
pretations on it and all be right? It is
charging God foolishly to do so.

THE CONSCIENCE

By OWEN D. OLBR1CHT

In modern religion the basic appeal
of some self termed Christians is to the
purity of their conscience as proof of
favor with God. Such an appeal is many
times honest and sincere, but void of a
knowledge of the human conscience and
its relationship to conversion and right-
eousness. Inasmuch as the conscience
is important to salvation (however not a
substitute for other human commitments)
a sincere study of the part of the human
conscience plays in conversion becomes
of vital importance.

Conscience Defined

The word, conscience, is not found in
the Old Testament, but rather comes
from Greek philosophy. In the Greek it
is suneidesis, literally “co-knowedge,” be-
ing used and developed in the New
Testament primarily by the apostle Paul;
nevertheless, a similar idea is expressed
in the Old Testament with reference to
the human heart. (1 Sam. 24:5; 2 Sam.
24:10; Job 27:6).

Conscience being a “co-knowledge”
indicates it functions not within the
realm of knowledge itself, but rather
along with it. Conscience is inward tes-
timony expressed by pain or pleasure
concerning personal judgment on ideas

or experiences that have come within
the consciousness of the human senses.
The mind determines whether or not a
position or happening is right or wrong,
while the conscience testifies to the per-
sonal reaction toward that position or
happening whether right or wrong. Paul
shows this relationship when he says,
“Which shew the work of the law written
in their hearts, their conscience also
bearing witness, and their thoughts the
mean while accusing or else excusing one
another.” (Rom. 2:15). When the Gen-
tiles obeyed the moral aspects of the
law, they declared its existence in their
minds. Their inward testimony told
whether or not they were sincerely fol-
lowing the law that was in their mind.
Their thoughts were weighing their mode
of living as to whether or not it was right
or wrong according to the law in their
minds and thereby either accusing or
excusing each other according to their
thoughts. The mind with its thoughts
justified the course of action they were
taking; the inward testifier, the con-
science, was witnessing whether or not
they were doing what they had judged to
be right or wrong.
Paul’s Inward Testimony
As frequently as it is stated that all

one has to do to be saved is to live a
good life by the conscience, it seems
strange that the Bible never once men-
tions this doctrine. In his many appeals
Paul never once points to the purity of
his conscience as evidence of his salva-
tion, but rather to his acceptance of
Christ and obedience to Him in baptism.
(Acts 22:16). He refers to the purity of
it (Acts 23:1) even at a time when he
was in ignorant rebellion to God. (Acts
26:9; Gal. 1:13, 14, 1 Tim. 1:13). The
reason Paul was wrong was not because
his conscience was evil but rather be-
cause he was sincerely ignorant. When
knowledge is lacking about whether a
position is right or wrong, a person can
be following wrong ignorantly and still
have a good conscience. In such a case
the conscience is pure, but the person is
in soul-damning error (James 5:20) be-
cause sanctification and freedom is by
truth. (John 8:32; 17:17).

When Paul refers to the conscience he
presents it as his self-witness to inward
truthfulness and faithfulness in the things
his mind has perceived to be true. He
says, “I say the truth in Christ, I lie not,
my conscience also bearing me witness
in the Holy Ghost, that I have great
heaviness and continual sorrow in my
heart.” (Rom. 9:1). His conscience fur-
ther witnessed his effort to live accord-
ing to the ways of God: “For our re-
joicing is that, the testimony of our con-
science, that in simplicity and godly sin-
cerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by
the grace of God, we have had our con-
versation in the world, and more abun-
dantly to you-ward.” (2 Cor. 1:12). Paul
with his mind chose the right course of
life based on the information from God.
His conscience was his witness to whether
or not he followed the way he deemed
correct.

Either Good Or Evil

No person in the Bible is ever told to
follow his conscience in order to be sav-
ed. Perhaps this is because the con-
science can be good and pure (1 Tim.
1:5, 19; 3:9; Heb. 13:18) or evil and
defiled (Tit. 1:15 Heb. 10:22). Both
the conscience and the mind become de-
filed when the thinking of a person be-
comes so wicked that he perverts sound
reasoning and is commended rather than
condemned by his conscience. These
people are so corrupt that they change
pure ideas into impure thoughts, making
evil out of everything that is good. (Tit.
1:15; Isa. 5:21)"

A class similar to those who have de-
filed both mind and conscience are those
who have seared only their conscience.
They have the ability to distinguish be-
tween right and wrong, but have so dead-
ened their conscience that it no longer
testifies against evil actions which they



(I Tim. 4:1. 2) This
happens to a man who knows what his

know to he wrong.

1 ord wants him to do. but has so quench-
ed the fire of the Spirit that the sword
of the Lord will not cut through the iron
crust of his heart. He has become as a
car with the gears stripped out. No mat-
is raced or the shift
nothing to catch
hold in order to move the car in the de-

ter how the motor
maneuvered there is
sired direction. This can also happen to
one who has become cold to the heart
lifting truths he once loved and followed.
(Heb. 6:4-6).

Nov A Guide To Salvation

The conscience

way to God nor what is true or false be-

cannot tell man the
cause the way to God and truth come
from God. (John 6:44, 45; 17:17).
life illustrates this fact. He was
which could never save or
justify him (1 Tim. 1:13; Gal. 1:13, 14;
3:20; Gal. 5:4), yet during this
time he was living with a good con-
God. (Acts 23:1). The
religion does not come from
but rather from the God

Paul’s
prac-
ticing error
Rom.
science before
guide in
within a man,
of heaven.
think
right, “but the end thereof are the ways
of death.” (Prov. 14:12). If a man

trusts “in his own heart” God says he “is

A man may that his ways are

a fool,” (Prov. 28:26), which is true be-
cause “The way of man is not in him-
self: it is not in man that walketh to

direct his (Jer. 10:24). Since the

conscience of man is within a man and

steps.”

of man it cannot be man’s guide to the
way of life. The sufficiency of the soul
comes not from within a man, but rather
from God. (2 Cor. 3:5).

Not Able To Discern Justification

If forgiveness was in the heart of man
than in the mind of God, then
man would be able to know when his

rather
sins were forgiven by the testimony of
his conscience. But since forgiveness is
in the mind of God (Heb. 8:12) one can-
not know that his sins are forgiven un-
less he receives evidence of this fact from
God’s This
sins are forgiven is committed
by the gospel (Rom. 1:16),
can know' when

revelation. revelation when
to men
so that men
they are forgiven by
judging their lives by the word of justifi-
committed to Paul and
the other apostles. (2 Cor. 5:18, 19).
When a man hears the word of
ciliation and obeys it
(Rom. 6:17), then his

bear witness that he is right in the sight

cation that was

recon-
heart
conscience can

from the

of God, having completed the commands
given in the word of reconciliation. From
the beginning to the end of the Christian
life this testimony can take place when
a man honestly and sincerely directs his
life by the testimony that God has given.
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In this way both the spirit of God and of
man are testifying to the sonship of man.
(Rom. 8:16).

Through his (2 Cor. 4:1-2)
which was his word of reconciliation (2
Cor. 5:18-19) Paul
sciences of men

ministry

appeals to the con-

in order to move them

to accept the truth. Peter shows that
this appeal could be answered by the
conscience in obeying the truth “The

like figure whereunto even baptism doeth
also now save us (not the putting away
of the filth of the flesh, but the answer
of a good conscience toward God) by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.” (1 Pet. 3:
21). When one obeys the Lord
tism then he can have the testimony of

in bap-

his conscience that he is right in the
sight of God; for the word of reconcilia-
tion says, “Repent, and be baptized

every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
(Acts 2:38). When he has done this he
can testify with his conscience that he
has done what the Lord has told him to
do. A pure

conscience, then, is not

evidence of salvation; but rather salva-

tion is grounds for conscience.
(Heb. 9:14; 10:22).

The conscience is

a good
important in justi-

fication. Through a good conscience one

diligently seeks for the truth in God’s
word, rightly handling it as God demands.
(2 Tim. 2:15). Upon learning the truth,

the good conscience will not rest until it
is satisfied by obedience to the truth. (1
Pet. 3:21). A person with a defiled con-
science would rather neglect God’s word,
pervert it, and spurn obedience to it.

There can be three existing conditions
in which one can have a satisfied con-
these
from a dangerously satisfied

science. Two of conditions come
conscience:
a good conscience based on ignorance or
a seared conscience based on either ig-
correct information,

norance, perver-

sion, or a lie. The other condition is a

safely satisfied conscience: a good con-

science based on God’s eternal truth.

EWING HOME FROM AFRICA
By WILLIS G. JERNIGAN

Brother Henry P. Ewing, who for the
past five and one half years has been
laboring in the Lord’s vineyard in South-

ern Rhodesia, Africa, with headquarters
at Bulawayo, arrived in Corpus Christi,
Texas on Christmas day. Brother

Ewing's work has been under the over-
sight of the Buffalo and Peabody Church
of Christ, Corpus Christi, Texas His
labors have brought forth much fruit for
the Lord.

In addition to
body
tributing to his support include. Harlen-

the Buffalo and Pea-

congregation, other churches con-

gen. Texas; Bishop, Texas; Agua Dulce.

Woodsboro, Texas; and the Fur-
and Gardendale
tions of Corpus Christi.

The elders of the
body congregation,
tion,

Texas;
man Avenue congrega-
Buffalo
after

and Pea-
much delibera-
decided recently to withdraw from
the oversight of Brother Ewing, allowing,

if possible, some other congregation to
assume his oversight. Although they
contemplate such a  withdrawal the
church here will continue to contribute
to his support. The total amount now
being contributed is about $300.00 the
month. Brother Ewing’s need for sup-
port is $450.00 the month. If there is

the brotherhood will-
ing to assume the oversight of this good

o congregation in

man in this fertile field and raise the ad-

ditional support, its elders should cor-
respond with the Elders, Church of
Christ, 1221 Peabody Street, Corpus

Christi, Texas.

BROKEN ARROW MEANS PEACE
By WILLIAM L. DAVEE

When the American made
with the these
United States, they broke the arrow, for

Indians
peace government of
the broken arrow was a symbol of peace.
Today,
Arrow means peace.

in quite another sense, Broken

Don Shackelford, his wife, Joyce, and
daughter, Iona Lucille, are making plans

to go to Sicily to preach the gospel of
Christ in this needy field. The congre-
gation at Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, has

agreed to oversee this work in order that
the gospel of the Prince of Peace might
be preached in Sicily. So Broken Arrow
means peace to the people of Sicily. You
can help to bring the peace of God to
this island by helping Broken Arrow sup-

port Don and his family. They are still

in need of approximately $1,000 travel
fund, $100 monthly support, and $100
monthly expense allowance. They also

continue to need your prayers.
If you would learn more of this work,

contact the elders at Broken Arrow,
Oklahoma, or Don Shackelford, Route
1, Box 30, Broken Arrow, Oklahoma.

Don will be happy to make appointments
with this
them more of the work

congregations in area to tell
in Sicily We

would also like to refer you to an article

by Brother Batsell Barrett Baxter in the
Gospel Advocate (November 8, 1956)
entitled, “I Didn't Go to Sicily, But . . .”

and to another article by this writer in
the Christian Worker (October 18 1956)
entitled, “Don Shackelford to Sicily ”

May God help you to help Broken
Arrow mean peace to the inhabitants of
Sicily!—Pittsburg, Kansas.

Those who expect to reap the blessings
of freedom must, like men, undergo the

fatigues of supporting it.—Thomas Paine.



SCRIPTURAL, PUBLIC WORSHIP EACH WEEK

By HOYT BAILEY

It was upon the first day of each week
that the disciples met together to break
bread or to partake of the Lord’s Sup-
per. It was a weekly practice of the
apostles and early Christians to engage
in public worship. The New Testament
specifically commands us to engage in
worship each first day of the week. (I
Cor. 16:1-2). We are given the very
clear example of where the disciples en-
gaged in public worship on the first day
of the week. (Acts 20:7).

A Positive Command to Engage in
Public Worship Each Week. “Now con-
cerning the collection for the saints, as
I gave order to the churches of Galatia,
so also do ye. Upon the first day of the
week let each one of you lay by him in
store, as he may prosper, that no col-
lections be made when I come.” (I Cor.
16:1-2). From Acts 14:23, we learn that
elders were ordained in every church.
We do not take this to mean that elders
were ordained in some of the congrega-
tions while some had no elders ordained.
Each will admit that as surely as the
Bible mentions elders being ordained in
every church, that that certain were they
ordained. When the Bible makes it as
positive that worshippers are to worship
each first day of the week, each Sunday,
every individual knows that it means
simply that. It means that those pro-
fessing to be followers of Christ are posi-
tively commanded to be engaged in wor-
ship each first day of the week. While
we are looking at what the Bible actually
says, and can easily see that it says for
us to worship every first day of the week,
we can also see that it does not command
us to worship only once each year or
twice each year, neither does the Bible
teach us to worship only on special oc-
casions, nor to worship only once a
month. Note what the Bible does say:
"Upon the first day of the week let each
one of you lay by him in store, as he may
prosper,” (I Cor. 16:2).

God Gives the Command in the Nega-
tive. Heb. 10:24-25 says: “Let us con-
sider one another to provoke unto love
and good works; not forsaking our own
assembling together, as the custom of
some is, but exhorting one another; and
so much the more, as ye see the day
drawing nigh.” This passage points out
that some were forsaking the assembling
of themselves together. It had become a
custom for them to forsake the assembly.
This custom of forsaking the assembling
of themselves together is the thing that
he is telling them not to do. He ad-
monishes them to quit forsaking the as-

sembling of themselves together, saying,
“Not forsaking our own assembling to-
gether.” When church members, pro-
fessors of religious zeal, attend worship
services only on the special occasions,
and attend only the special events, such
members are forsaking the weekly as-
sembly. Such members are developing
the habit of missing regular, weekly wor-
ship, therefore, they miss the worship
authorized by Jesus Christ, but attend
the special worship services devised by
men.

No one can be said to be doing the
Lord’s will when he does only the things
that he wishes to do as he pleases, and
when he pleases. The Lord teaches his
followers to be in attendance at worship
each first day of the week, each Lord’s
Day, every Sunday. The one who is
physically able to do other things is also
physically able to be in attendance at
worship. The Lord demands that his
followers worship him in a public man-
ner each Lord’s Day. Worshipping only
at Easter or Mother’s day is not wor-
shipping upon the first day of the week.
When one stays away from worship on
the Lord’s Day that one is failing to do
what the Lord said for him to do. He
is neglecting his obedience to the Lord.
The Bible says: “Therefore, we ought to
give the more earnest heed to the things
that were heard, lest haply we drift away
from them. For if the word spoken
through angels proved steadfast, and
every transgression and disobedience re-
ceived a just recompense of reward; how
shall we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation?” (Heb. 2:1-3). The destiny of
the soul is involved when we miss the
worship on the Lord’s Day. We are neg-
lecting an appointment which the Lord
has made for his people. If one claims
to belong to the Lord that one ought to
show his love for the Lord by being in
regular worship, by being in attendance
each Lord’s Day.

We Must Keep His Commands To Be
Saved: John wrote: “Blessed are they that
do his commandments, that they may
have right to the tree of life, and may
enter in through the gates into the city.”
(Rev. 22:14). The Lord has commanded
his followers to assemble. He also told
them on what day to assemble, the first
day of the week. Inasmuch as it is the
Lord's command for his followers to
assemble on the first day of the week,
and one must do the Lord's commands
in order to "enter in through the gates
into the city,” it follows that those who
do not attend worship on the first day

of each week are failing to do a com-
mand of the Lord. The apostle said:
"And hereby we do know that we know
him, if we keep his commandments. He
that saith, I know him, and keepeth not
his commandments, is a liar, and the
truth is not in him” (I John 2:3-4). Since
those who know the Lord are those who
keep his commandments, it follows that
if one fails to keep the command to as-
semble for worship on the first day of
the week, he shows by his neglect of the
worship that he does not know the Lord,
he does not keep the command of the
Lord.

It is God’s Will For People to Assem-

ble for Worship. There is no use for
us to call upon the Lord if we will not
obey him. Jesus said: “And why call
ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the
things which I say?” (Luke 6:46). Since
the Lord commands Christians to assem-
ble for worship each first day of the
week, Why should church members or
others call upon the Lord on Easter when
they will not do what the Lord says on
the other Sundays of the year? Jesus
said: “Not every one that saith unto me.
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of
my Father who is in heaven.” (Matt. 7:
21). It is the will of the Father that
Christians assemble for worship each
Sunday throughout the year, during va-
cation seasons, and at other times.

The Gospel Is God’s Power to Save,
But the Command to Assemble is Part of
The Gospel. (Rom. 1:16). Those that
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ, “Shall be punished with everlast-
ing destruction from the presence of the
Lord, and from the glory of his power”
(I Thess. 1:7-9). The gospel is God’s
power to save, but the gospel must be
obeyed if one is to be saved. Since the
command to assemble on the first day
of the week is a part of the gospel, it fol-
lows that the one who fails to assemble
each first day of the week is failing to
obey that command of the gospel. Jesus
emphasized the fact that those who are
baptized are to be taught to observe all
things whatsoever he commanded (Matt.
28:20).

We Are to Worship in the Name of the
Lord. Jesus said: “For where two or
three are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them.” (Matt.
18:20). The follower of Christ assem-
bles in the name or by the authority of
Christ. The one who refuses to meet
each first day of the week for worship is
refusing to submit to the authority of
Christ. In failing to submit to the au-
thority of Christ one is failing to exalt
or honor the name of Christ.

All Admit That it is Good to Engage
in Worship. At least all who profess to



he religious admit that it is good to en-
gage in worship. All who worship in
spirit and in truth know that it is a good
thing for them to do. James said:
“Therefore to him that knoweth to do
good, and doeth it not. to him it is sin."
(James 4:17). For one to know that he
ought to attend worship and not attend
is to sin. A sinner cannot go to heaven.
The sin of omission causes one to he
lost, to be cast into outer darkness where
there shall be weeping, wailing, and
gnashing of teeth. (Matt. 25:24-30).

The One Who Loves God Keeps His
Commandments. “For this is the love of
God, that we keep his commandments:
and his commandments are not griev-
ous.” (I John 5:3). Meeting upon the
first day of the week is a commandment
of the Lord. (I Cor. 16:2). If we love
God, we will meet for worship upon the
first day of the week. Our absence from
worship is evidence that we do not love
God.

Whatever One Sows That Shall He
Also Reap. If a church member sows
neglect of worship, sows absence from
worship, a distate for worship, will such
a one reap a love for God, Christ, and
for worship? If one who professes to be
a child of God spends his or her time
away from the people of God, can such
expect to finally enjoy the fellowship of
the saints?

It is Both Good and Pleasant for
Brethren to Dwell Together. Brethren
cannot be dwelling together while several
are neglecting the worship. Those who
are absent from worship are not with
those who are in the worship. Those
unable to enjoy the fellowship of breth-
ren ought to get their heart changed.
The one unable to see the goodness of
dwelling with other brethren in worship
ought to re-adjust his eyes so that he
can have them centered on Christ. If it
is unpleasant for some brethren to dwell
with others, some one needs a change of
mind.

Regular Worship Makes the Chris-

tian’s Light Shine. Jesus teaches his
disciples to let their light shine. (Matt.
5:16). When the child of God sleeps

late on Lord's Day morning and fails
to prepare to attend worship that one
permits the light to go out that day.
When parents go with their children, the
child can see some value in the Bible
study and worship services. The parent
who only sends the child is not permit-
ting his or her light to shine. The child
cannot answer to God for the parent.
Let everyone know that the Bible teaches
one to worship each Lord s day The
one who fails to do so is failing to let his
light shine.

The Church Member Who Neglects
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Worship Becomes a Stumbling Block.

The apostle said: “It is good neither to
cat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any
thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or
is offended, or is made weak. Hast thou
faith? have it to thyself before God.
Happy is he that condemneth not him-
self in that thing which he alloweth."
(Rom. 14:21-22). It is good not to do
anything that would cause a brother to
stumble, but a church member failing to
be in attendance in Bible study and wor-
ship is likely to cause some other brother
to stumble. One professing to be a

Christian who plans pleasure trips, vaca-
tions, or visits on the Lord's day is dis-
obeying God by failing to worship. The
weak brother is
neglectful brother.

Christians are to engage in every act of
worship every first day of the week. They
are to teach the word of Christ, to sing
spiritual songs—making melody in the
heart, to pray and give thanks, to par-
take of the Lord’s Supper, and to give
money into treasury as they have been
prospered.

made weaker by the

“PROTESTANT” OR “CATHOLIC”

By LUTHER W. MARTIN

The “Right Reverend Monsignor Mat-
thew Smith" who is Editor-in-Chief of
the Register string of Roman Catholic
papers, had the following to say in the
St. Louis Register of November 23,
1956.

“During the 17th century a Protestant
adherent of Lutheranism or
Anglicanism. The name was not then
used for Puritans. Presbyterians, and
other dissenters. Today it is wused for
any Christian not a member of the Papal
Church or of the Eastern Orthodox
Church, and some of the Old Catholic'
dissidents object to it, as do some Angli-
cans, when applied to them .. ."

Neither “Protestant” Nor “Catholic”

In Scripture!

From Priest Smith’s erroneous idea
and concept of who wears what name
in religion, one would think that such a
thing as simply a “Christian” is unknown
in the religious world. Yet, that is exact-
ly the name used by inspiration in the
New Testament to designate children of
God. In this 20th century, the
'Christian' is still the only name accepted
in religion by members of the Lord's
church. When people Dbegin calling
themselves by such epithets as “protest-
ant-Christian” or “Catholic-Christian"
they are failing to speak as the oracles of
God. (See I Pet. 4:11).

The words "protestant” and "catholic"
are not used in the Bible in either the
Old or New Testaments. Therefore, to
include them in religious titles, names,
or descriptions is extra-scriptural and.
since the scriptures furnish us unto every
good work, we can only conclude that
these names are not good!

Priest Smith, in defense of the term

was an

name

"catholic" correctly points out that the
first usage of the term "protestant"
arose about the year 1529. A number
of German princes were "protesting"
against the evils of Romanism. The

name stuck—and has remained with
those who are willing to accept it. ever

since. However, the wuse of the word
“catholic” in religion, fails to date back
to the apostles! Priest B. L. Conway, in
his book. The Question Box, admits that
it was not until the 2nd century that the
name “catholic” was first applied to re-
ligion. Thus, both Catholicism and Pro-
testantism fail in having names given by
inspiration.

The churches
individual

of Christ — meaning
congregations of God's chil-
dren — were commonly known during
apostolic days. The expression “church
of God” was also very frequently used

then. In referring to individual disciples
the name “Christian” was applied. It
was never applied to some institution or
organization.

In three instances, the word “Chris-
tian” was used in the New Testament.
(1) “ . . . the disciples were called Chris-
tians first in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26). (2)

“With but little persuasion thou wouldst
fain make me a Christian.” (Acts 26:28).

3) . . if any man suffer as a Chris-
tian, let him not be ashamed; but let him
glorify God in this name.” (1 Pet. 4:16).
In each case, the term "Christian” was
applied to a child of God, or would have
become a child of God (had Agrippa
obeyed the gospel). Thus, for some re-
ligious organization calling itself a church
to usurp that name, is to speak in a
manner foreign to the Scriptures. The
same principle, incidently. applies to any
institution, whether it be a home, school,
college or a nation. It is a misapplication
of terms to name a "thing” as "Christian”
when the only Scriptural use of the word
was in reference to a child of God.

So. may we remind Matthew Smith,
that there are persons in the world to-
day. who follow the Bible so strictly and
straightly, that we refuse to accept or
wear cither the name Catholic or the
name Protestant! That there vet remain
disciples in the world who reject all
human names and all human creeds and
and are simply Christians.



BEING SAVED LIKE ABRAHAM

By JESSE P. SEWELL

(An Outline)

Read Romans 3:21-31; Galatians 3:1-9
Text Galatians 3:6-7.
Introduction:

Often throughout the years people
have said to me, “I want to be saved just
like Abraham was saved. He was saved
by faith. I expect to be saved the same
way. He was saved by faith without bap-
tism. I want to be saved the same way.”
And they quote Gal. 3:8-9.

If we are to be saved by faith as
Abraham was, do you not think it would
be well for us to learn the facts about
that faith? This we shall now do.

I. Abraham’s Faith.

1. Abraham'’s faith accepted and trust-
ed God’s word even when circumstances
seemed to make its truthfulness impossi-
ble. (Gen. 12:1-4).

Note the promise:

(a) Make thee a great nation,

(b) will bless thee,

(c) will make thy name great.

(d) thou shalt be a blessing,

(e) will bless them that bless thee,

(f) will curse them that curse thee,

(g) in thee shall all families of the
earth be blessed.

That was a great promise and there
was nothing to support it except God’s
word. Abram accepted and trusted that
promise (vs. 4; Heb. 11:8).

2. Time passed. No child was born to
Abram. (Gen. 15:2-6). Abram came to
be 99 years old and Sarah 90 and still
they had no child.

The promise was repeated (Gen. 18:
9-15). Abram continued to believe in
God. He believed and trusted in God’s
word regardless. Do you? (Heb. 11:11-
12).

Notice Paul in Romans 4:16-22. If
we are to be saved by faith like Abraham
we must have faith like his.

3. Abraham’s faith cause him to re-
vere and fear God to the point of sub-
mission and obedience. (Gen. 22) The
offering of Isaac. (Gen. 22:11-12).

The offering of Isaac was not a work
of Abraham's will, wish, or righteous-
ness. None of these would ever have
suggested it. Only his reverence and fear
of God which were born of his faith in
God, made it possible. Abraham could
not see—understand. But he could be-
lieve. In believing he could and did obey.

You cannot see — understand —
therefore you can not believe. Not be-
lieving, you cannot obey. Your faith is
not like Abraham's. Therefore, you
can not be saved like him.

4. Abraham's faith caused him to
obey God regardless of the cost. (Gen.
22:15-18).

Does your faith do this for you® Jesus
says it must. (Matt. 10:37-39).

5. The blessing did not come to Abra-
ham until after he had obeyed God.
(Gen. 22:15-18)

6. Abraham’s faith was made perfect
by works. (Jas. 2:21-24.

“But,” someone says, “Abraham was
justified apart from the works of the
law.”

That is right, the law was not given
for about 400 years after Abraham died.

“Well, one says, “Abraham was justifi-
ed without baptism”

That is right, also. Baptism was not
commanded until John the Baptist.

Abraham was justified by a faith

made perfect by his obedience to the
things he was commanded to do. We
are justified by a faith made perfect by
obedience to the things God in the gos-
pel commands us through Christ, to do.
(Gal. 5:6).

The law of Moses was fulfilled in
Christ and nailed to His cross. We are
not under it. We are not commanded
to do the things Abraham was command-
ed to do. We are under Christ. We are
commanded to do the things contained
in His gospel. We are justified when
our faith in Him works by love to do
these things. Not before — not other-
wise.

The individual who tries to be saved
without baptism, or anything else which
God through Christ commands us to do,

not trying to be saved like Abraham.
That may be his intention — but he is
not really trying to be saved like Abra-
ham was saved — but in another and
entirely different way.

How about you?

Matters of Faith and Matters of Opinion

By CARL R. MICK

The Bible says that there is “One Lord,
one faith, one baptism.” (Eph 4:5).
Whereas there is one faith, opinions are
many. Faith is founded on the Word of
God where there is a “thus saith the
Lord,” but opinions are personal beliefs
or judgments which are not founded up-
on God’s Word and for which there is no
“thus saith the Lord.”

Faith comes by hearing the word of
God (Rom. 10:17); while opinions come
by one’s own human thinking, specula-
tion, and inner feelings.

Two Dangers

We must not reduce the teachings of
the Scriptures (the thus saith the Lord’s)
to the level of just human opinion. It is
not a matter of opinion whether or not
Jesus was born of a virgin. The Bible
says He was and that forever takes it out
of the realm of human opinion.

The second danger is exalting opinions
to the realm of faith, going beyond the
things that are written, and making our
own opinions tests of fellowship. Neither
shall human opinions be introduced into
the worship of God, for we are to wor-
ship by faith, not by opinion.

Distinction? Between Faith and Opinion

This is simply distinguishing between
what God has said and what God has not
said. That God spoke to Moses out of a
burning bush is a matter of faith—the
Bible says He did. but what kind of bush
it was is in the realm of opinion for the

Bible doesn’t say. That Adam and Eve
both ate of the fruit of the tree which
God said “thou shalt not eat of it” is
a matter of faith, but what kind of tree
or fruit it was is a matter of opinion for
the Bible doesn’t say.

Unity In Matters of Faith; Liberty in
Matters of Opinions

This is really the only basis of unity.
Men can agree on what the Bible says,
but they will never agree on what the
Bible doesn't say. If the Bible com-
mands something to be done, but does
not speak as to the time, place, or man-
ner of carrying it out, the thing com-
manded is a matter of faith—in it there
must be unity; BUT the time, place, or
manner of carrying it out are matters of
human opinions and judgments—in it
there must be liberty.

Liberty of opinion does not mean
liberty to go beyond the things that are
written.

Jimmy Allen, Prescott, Arkansas, Feb.
13. 1957: Last year I held 16 meetings.
There were 164 baptisms and 57 restor-
ations. I also had one debate with the
Baptists (January). The work continues
to grow here. Two have been baptized
recently. Our averages since January
1 are as follows: Bible Study—140.
Morning Worship—182, Evening Wor-
ship— 145, Contribution—$248.00. Bids
are now being taken for the construction
of our new church building.



Become A Member of the Lord’s Church

By WYATT SAWYER

The first thing that makes the services
of the Lord's church appealing to us is
the fact that they are conducted as Christ
requires them to be. Thus, they are
simple, warm and friendly. They are
Christ-centered. They are built on the
foundation of the Word of God. We
hope that even more will find Christ’s
plan appealing — it is the only plan
taught in the New Testament.

Denominations (division) are estabish-
ed by men and maintained by men with
a mixed language: part Word of God and
part word of human conference. There-
fore, when one seeks membership in
God’s family (the church) he must obey
the gospel of Christ. He must reject any
gospels of men. Denominational organi-
zations do not teach nor practice that
one must have faith in Christ, repent of
their sins, confess the Savior’s name be-
fore men and be baptized for the remis-
sion of sins. Instead of this Biblical pat-
tern, they substitute what some con-
ference decided in 1634 or 1878. or
some other late date. One is Christ-con-
trolled. The other is man-controlled.

One who has been in a denomination,
then, has not obeyed the gospel of Christ.
He has obeyed men.

Scriptural Baptism

Occasionally, one who has lived, work-
ed and worshiped for years in a denom-
inational church says, “1 was baptized
for the remission of sins — just ilke it
says in the Bible.” Then, what must he
do to become a member of Christ’s
church?”

It is extremely doubtful that he was
scripturally baptized by some denomina-
tional preacher. There is one sure way to
find out. Go to the telephone and call
a dozen preachers of that particular de-
nomination. See if they agree. Exper-
ience of the past shows that nine out of
ten do not and will not!

Once again, the need is to simply obey
the gospel of Christ.

But, suppose one exception does prove
true. Then what must that person do?

First, it is satisfactorily concluded that
that one was baptized in the name of
Christ (buried) for the remission of sins
according to Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:

16 and 1 Peter 3:21.

Under such circumstances the primary
obedience is not questioned. But what of
his secondary obedience? His second-
ary obedience involves worshiping cor-
rectly. Can one do this in a denomina-
tional church, where the instrument of
music is freely used, where the Lord's
supper is neglected, except one month in
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four, and where many other man-made
practices are used?

Thus, the person obeyed the first
principles correctly, but lived in sin while
worshiping according to the practices of
men. At best, such a one is an erring
child and must repent and pray God’s
forgiveness and cease to worship un-
scripturally. (Acts 8:22).

II'  one has not obeyed the true gospel,
then that is his present need. If he has,
but has displeased God by unlawful prac-
tices in some man-made organization,
then he must make the matter right with
God. through repentance and prayer.—
4108 Sue Ellen, Houston, Tex.

Further Comments On The Question

There are hundreds of honest, anxious
inquiring souls in churches established
by men who will be glad to read and
examine the foregoing brief treatise on
the question. There is and there can be
no substitute for simple, primary obed-
ience to the gospel of Christ for salvation
of the never-dying soul. (Rom. 1:16-17;
Heb. 5:8, 9). Your soul is worth more
to you than the world upon which you
tread! (Matt. 16:26). You owe it to your
God, to the Christ who died for you, to
your family and to your own self to
exercise simple faith and whole hearted
trust in Christ Jesus as the risen Son of
God, to repent deeply and fully, confess
the name of Christ and be buried with
Him in baptism, to arise and walk in
newness of lifel —James L. Neal.

LEAVES “CHRISTIAN CHURCH”

Darrell Debo, Box 25, Hooks, Texas,
February 1, 1957: I am taking this
method of notifying the brotherhood of
the recent religious change that I have
made. Up until January 13, 1957, I
preached for the Christian Church; but
on that date I renounced its errors to
stand with the churches of Christ in the
"old paths.” This occurred on the above
named date in Hooks, Texas, where I
identified myself with the brethren there.
Brother Carl Dougan is the preacher.

I was reared in Burnet, Texas, and
graduated from the public schools there,
after which I attended Texas Christian
University for seven years of schooling.
I have had approximately five years
preaching experience, and desire to con-
tinue to preach the ancient Gospel. Since
leaving the Christian Church, I have
preached upon request for several con-
gregations in East Texas.

I am a single man. 25 years of age.
and would like to locate with some good

congregation in Texas. If you can use
me write the above address. References
will be furnished upon request.

DALLAS TRAINING SERIES
By JOHN H. BANISTER

The elders of the Skillman Avenue
Church of Christ have announced plans
for the annual Dallas Training Series to
be held this year at the Skillman Avenue
Church of Christ March 11 to 15. Plans
have been made this year for the largest
number of classes in the history of this
series with classes for elders, deacons,
parents, personal workers, as well as
teachers.

In addition to classes for teachers and
parents of each department of the Bible

school, such additional classes as
“Church Leadership” by T. E. Burch,
“Personal Work” by Maurice Tisdal,

“Women's Work in the Church” by Sis-
ter J. P. Mattox, and other classes will
be taught. Indications are that the at-
tendance will be the largest in the his-
tory of this series which has now been
an annual affair for many years among
the Dallas churches.

NOTES OF ENCOURAGEMENT
By GUS WINTER

On January 28th my brother, Harry,
left Park West Hospital and was taken
to his apartment at 230 W. 79th Street
in Manhattan. Spent most of the after-
noon of January 29th with him. He has
a special nurse, is able to sit up for a
few hours each day and shows steady
improvement.

Had Bible study with Danny and Betty
Eisenberg in their Bronx home on Jan.
13th. They have invited me back, pro-
bably on February 3rd or 10th. Attended
the meeting of the men and preachers of
this area at noon January 29th where
25 of us met for fellowship and to hear
several interesting reports. Remained
in the city and heard Eddie Couch of
Jacksonville, Florida preach that evening
at our Manhattan Church on “The Great
Love of God” to a full house; it was in-
spiring and edifying. Please continue to
pray for my brother Harry and my ef-
forts to convince the lost sheep of the
ancient house of Israel in this area that
Jesus is their Messiah, the Son of the
living God. and their Savior from sin.

Since typing above report my brother
had a relapse and passed away Sunday
night, February 3rd.—63 Rd.. Levit-
town, L. I., New York.

Hoyt Bailey, Box 1258, Borger, Texas,
Feb. 5. 1957: Ninety one responses at
Gateway within eight months, and forty
five moved away.



TEACHER PREPARATION

By WILLIS G. JERNIGAN

The knock on the door brought the
busy house wife and mother to the door.
Standing there was a man, with a Bible
in his hand. Without a word of intro-
duction he asked, “Does Jesus live here?”

The woman though she was a Chris-
tian, and taught a Bible class of primary
boys and girls in the church around the
corner each Lord’s day, was so flustered
by the unexpected question that she did
not answer, but shut the door. All day
long the man’s question bothered her.
That evening when her husband came
home, she told him about it.

He laughed. “Why didn’'t you tell
him that we are good members of the
church?” he asked. “You could have
told him that we take the children to
Bible school every Sunday, that we at-
tend services, and give to the work of
the Lord, and that you even teach a class
in Bible School.”

“Yes, I know all that,” she said, still
troubled. “But he didn't ask whether
we belonged to the church. He didn’t
ask whether we attended Bible school.
He didn't ask whether we gave to the
church. He didn't ask if I taught a
Bible class. That wasn’t his question.
He asked me, “Does Jesus live here?”
And I don’t know. I don’t know either
whether I am prepared in heart and life
to be a successful Bible teacher.”

The sum total of successful teacher
preparation may be said to be reflected
in Luke 2:52. “And Jesus increased in
wisdom and stature, and in favour with
God and man.” Herein we have: (1) Pre-
paration in wisdom, (2) Preparation in
stature (3) Advancing in favor with God
(4) Advancing in favor with men.

Mental Preparation

Solomon said, “Wisdom is the princi-
pal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with
all thy getting get understanding.” (Prov.
4:7). Intellect and education are not one
and the same. The first is a natural a-
bility while the second is acquired by
study. In mental preparation along the
path to successful teaching one must de-
velop his or her intellectual ability while
at the same time strive to add knowledge.
Now wisdom is the proper use of both in-
tellect and knowledge. Funk and Wag-
nalls defines wisdom as, “The power of
true and just discernment.” Sound judg-
ment. Wisdom then to the properly
prepared teacher is of much more im-
portance than either intellectual ability
or knowledge. Just to know right from
wrong is not wisdom, such knowledge
must be made a part of judgment in
action. Some one has said that wisdom

is common sense. A Bible school teach-
er who is mentally prepared, will exercise
good sound common sense. Jesus ad-
vanced in wisdom (Luke 2:52). The
eighteen years following this statement,
years of physical, intellectual and spirit-
ual development, were the days of pre-
paration for His short, but fruitful life
as the “Master Teacher.” Some one
has said, “The top branch of wisdom is
the fear of God.” True wisdom may be
the gift of God it is true, and yet God
commands us to get it (Prov. 4:7) Wis-
dom comes to the teacher who strives
for it, who cultivates it, who labors for
it. In teacher preparation, “Wisdom is
the principal thing; therefore get wis-
dom,” it is that which beautifies the soul,
and enables us to answer the end of our
purposes as a teacher of God’s word.

Preparation in Stature

“And Jesus advanced in stature.” The
Greek word here rendered stature (HE-
LIKIA) has been rendered to “reflect
the length of a man.” Jesus, therefore
advanced in physical fitness and in fa-
vorable personality. The word also has
as an inherent meaning “maturity.” A
good question to be raised by the teacher
in his or her days of preparation is,
“How mature am I?” One may be old
in years and mature physically, but im-
mature in personality. Neat physical
appearance is an essential to good teach-
ing. A teacher should never appear be-
fore a class whether young or old in at-
tire that is not neat and attractive. A
sincere smile on the part of a neatly
dressed teacher in his or her greeting is
contagious. The pupil, whether old or
young, is at once lifted and reassured.
Enthusiasm, sincerity and spiritual zeal,
adds to the stature of the successful
teacher. James A. Garfield, a preacher
of the gospel of Christ and also one of
our martyred Presidents of the United
States, once wrote, “See to it that you

COMMENTARY ON

ACTS
By J. W. McGarvey

Over 600 pages. In attractive blue
cloth binding.

$3.50

Order from

GOSPEL LIGHT PUB. CO.
Delight, Arkansas

do not serve your pupils with cold vic-
tuals . . . Serve them hot and steaming,
and your pupils will have an appetite for
your instruction.” Remember as you
advance in stature that Jesus the Master
Teacher is the perfect model. There is
no better advice to give in your teacher
preparation than to say: “In all things
let Jesus be your example, your Pattern.
In Favor With God

Paul admonished the Thessalonians,
“Abstain from every form of evil” (I
Thess. 5:22). The teacher who would
be successful in teacher preparation must
remember that teaching cannot be better
than the teacher, for as it is often said,
“A fountain cannot rise higher than its
source.” In teaching the word of God
it is to be remembered that more than
the training of minds is in progress, souls
are being trained for suitable “service in
the skies.” A teacher’s first question
should be, “Am I a Christian? Do I
really live with Jesus?” Remember the
teacher of our story was worried because
she did not know whether Jesus lived in
her home or not. The teacher who lives
at home with Jesus, usually lives with
Jesus everywhere.

In Favor With Men

The Bible school teacher must be pre-
pared to get along with people. The basic
principle of this preparation is voiced by
Jesus in these words, “Thou shalt love
. . . thy neighbor as thyself.” As a teach-
er successful in the work of teaching is
a member of the Lord’s team to save
souls, training ones self to be such must
include the art of making friends. Un-
less the class believes in the teacher it
will not believe what is taught. The
teacher who commands and inspires
trust and confidence is the teacher whose
lesson is already half taught.

“Some men live near to God, as my right
arm

Is near to me; and then they walk about

Mailed in full proof of faith, and bear a
charm

That mocks at fear, and bars the door of
doubt,

And dares the impossible.”

Just such a person is the well prepar-
ed Bible school teacher. Such a one be-
longs to God, one who lives and moves
and whose being is in God. Such a one
knows not the meaning of self which in
God is an extinct passion. The one so
prepared is conscious each hour of the
day and night of the living presence of
Jesus. .. the Master Teacher.

Cleon Lyles, Little Rock, Arkansas,
January 28, 1957: Six have been baptiz-
ed and one placed membership during
January. We are enjoying our best year
at the Downtown church.



A BAPTIST TRACT REVIEWED

By JIMMY ALLEN

Recently Brother J. D. Shaw, who
preached for the Missionary Baptist
Church approximately forty years and
was converted to the New Testament
position in 1954, sent me a Baptist tract
entitted “The Difference Between the
Family of God, Kingdom of God, and
Church of God.” The tract was taken
from “Why Be A Baptist?” by Boyce
Taylor. It shall be our purpose in this
article to point out some of the fallacies
appearing in Elder Taylor's tract. This
is done with no ill will toward him or
any of his brethren. We sincerely be-
lieve him to be in error on these matters
and we shall attempt to prove this by ap-
pealing to the “oracles of God.”

Why The Tract Was Written

Taylor wrote that “men are born into
the family of God by the new birth, but
men are NOT (emphasis his, JA) born
into the church.” (News and Truths) An
editor, called a Campbellite in the tract
but probably a disciple of Christ, read
Taylor’s statement and asked, “If that
is the truth, if men get into the family
of God by one process, and into the
Church of God by another and a dif-
ferent one, it follows certainly that the
family of God and the Church of God
are two different institutions..................... We
should feel an everlasting obligation to
Bro. Taylor if he would tell us just what
God must do to this person, or what the
person himself, must do to become a
member of God’s church, after he has
been ‘born into the family of God,’ after
he has remission of sins, after he has be-
come a new creature. His declaration
that ‘men are born into the family of
God’ is entirely correct, but that the
family of God is one thing and the
Church of God is another thing is en-
tirely erroneous.” (Source for quotation
not given in tract).

Taylor responded to the editor’s ques-
tions by stating that he would gladly an-
swer them. He added, “In fact, while
we are at it we go a little further and dis-
tinguish between the family of God, the
church of God, and the kingdom of God
as used in the New Testament.” (p. 2).

Family of God

On page 2, Taylor wrote: “The family
of God includes all the children of God
in heaven and on earth. In Eph 3:15
Paul speaks of the ‘whole family of God
in heaven and on earth” God’s family
is bigger than the kingdom of God or
the church of God, for it now contains
all the saved from Abel to the last man
who has believed, whether in heaven or
earth.”
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The sense in which Taylor used “fami-
ly of God” includes more than the
church. There is no issue between us
concerning Paul’s statement in Eph. 3:15.
The editor mentioned above is probably
in agreement with Taylor's comments
on this passage. However, this is a far
cry from making a distinction between
the family of God and the church of
God since the Christian dispensation be-
gan. Undoubtedly Taylor recognized the
difficulty of proving this proposition, so
he left the very point at issue and proved
that Old Testament saints are in God's
family. No informed Christian will deny
the truthfulness of that conclusion. But,
here are two questions that should pin
point the real issue involved: 1. Is the
family of God on earth and under the
New Covenant larger than the church?
2. Has anyone become a part of God’'s
family, since the New Covenant became
effective, who did not also become a
part of God’s church? One cannot an-
swer either of these questions affirma-
tively and maintain a position harmoni-
ous with the New Testament.

In T Tim. 3:15 Paul wrote that the
“house of God” was the “church of the
living God.” This is too plain to be
misunderstood; the “house of God” and
the “church of God” are one and the
same. What, then, is meant by the ex-
pression “house of God?” A compari-
son of other passages will be of help in
answering this question. Noah saved
“his house.” (Heb. 11:7). Luke wrote
that Cornelius “feared God with all his
house.” (Acts 10:2). The word “house”
in each of these references means “all
the persons forming one family, a house-
hold.” (Thayer, p. 441). If “house” in
Heb. 11:7 and Acts 10:2 means “fami-
ly,” why does not “house of God in I
Tim. 3:15 mean the “family of God?”
Obviously, it does. Therefore, God’s
family in this age is God’s church. One
would have to deny the plain statements
of inspiration to reach any other conclu-
sion.

Taylor admitted that “men are born
into the family of God by the new birth.”
(p. 1) But, inasmuch as God’s family and
God’s church are the same, men are also
"born into the church.” One must be
born again to be saved (John 3:3-5), but
one must be born again to enter the
church, therefore, being saved is equiva-
lent to entrance into the church. Taylor,
then, was wrong in writing that “church
membership was not something a man
got with salvation.” (p. 4).

If entrance into the church is equiva-
lent to being saved, and it is, then the

same process by which one enters the
church is that process by which one is
saved. In other words, people do not re-
ceive remission of sins in one way and
become members of the church in an-
other way. One must be born again to
enter the church (already proved), but
one must be baptized to enter the church
(admitted by Taylor, p. 4. Also taught in
1 Cor. 12:13, Eph. 1:22-23), therefore,
baptism is a part of the new birth! One
must be born again to be saved (John
3:3-5), but baptism is a part of the new
birth, hence, one must be baptized to be
saved! One must be born again to enter
God’s family, but baptism is a part of the
new birth, therefore, one must be bap-
tized to enter God's family. Taylor was
wrong again in stating that baptism had
nothing to do with getting into God’s
family (p. 4).
The Kingdom of God

According to Taylor, the Lord has
at least four kingdoms. They are: 1.
“The kingdom is composed of all the
born again on the earth.” (p. 3). 2. “In
Matt. 13 the kingdom of God is used to
include all professors.” (p. 3). 3. “Those
passages (Dan. 2:44, Luke 9:11-27. etc.)
refer to the millennium. That kingdom
is yet future.” (p. 3). 4. “When he (sav-
ed person, JA) dies he passes out of the
kingdom of God on earth and enters his
heavenly kingdom.” (p. 4).

Taylor believes God has four king-
doms, but not one time does he find
“kingdom” used to identify the church!
Undoubtedly his “forgettery” was work-
ing overtime when he wrote this tract.
He completely forgot how he attempts
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to prove that God’s church was estab-
lished during the personal ministry of
Christ. Don’t you know he would read

Luke 11:20, 16:16, etc. to prove (?)
that God’s CHURCH OR KINGDOM
was established before Pentecost? All

Baptist preachers make the church and
the kingdom the same when discussing
the establishment of the church, but they
conveniently overlook that matter when
discussing baptism and its relation to the
kingdom.

Upon the basis of what he has written,
we believe Taylor must pursue one of
three courses: 1. Admit his reasoning
on the establishment of the church is
faulty. 2. Take the position that God
has five kingdoms, one of which is the
church. 3. State that the church is one
of the four kingdoms mentioned above.
If he accepts 1, all his arguments based
on “kingdom” passages, to prove the
church was set up before Pentecost, must
be abandoned. If he accepts 2, he is
obligated to prove his five kingdom
theory and show clearly the difference
between the church as a kingdom and
the kingdom “composed of all the born
again on earth.” If he accepts 3, then
the church of God is, in some sense, the
kingdom of God. Obviously the church
cannot be the “heavenly kingdom” or the
“millenial kingdom” (It is not our pur-
pose here to refute premillennialism) for
both of these are “yet future.” The
church, in the true New Testament sense,
is not a kingdom which includes “pro-
fessors.” (Taylor used this term to indi-
cate that some pretend to be saved, but
really are not. Although “kingdom” is
not used this way in Matt. 13, he offered
this explanation to maintain his position
on apostasy). That leaves only one sense
in which the church could be the king-
dom . . . “The bom again on earth.” We
wonder which of these conclusions he
would endorse.

There are several lines of reasoning we
could use to prove the church is the
kingdom, however, we shall notice only
one. The Lord’s Supper is in the church
(I Cor. 11:23-34). Baptists teach that
unless one is a member of the church he
does not have the right to partake of
communion. Christ said the Supper
would be in the kingdom (Luke 22:19,
29, 30). This Supper cannot be for
those who, according to Taylor, might be
saved and in the kingdom, but outside
the church. Anyone in the kingdom
may have the Supper according to the
Lord, but communion is limited to those
in the church according to Baptist theo-
logy, therefore, the same people who
compose the kingdom also compose the
church. Is this not equivalent to saying
the kingdom and the church are the
same institution? There is no escape

from that conclusion. Thus, Taylor is
shown to be mistaken in separating the
kingdom and the church.

The Lord’s Supper is in the church
which one must be baptized to enter (I
Cor. 12:13). But, the Lord’s Supper is
in the kingdom one must be “born again”
to enter (John 3:3-5). Therefore, bap-
tism is a part of the new birth. How-
ever, since one must be “born again” to
be saved, and baptism is a part of the

new birth, then, one must be baptized to
be saved! The Lord confirmed this truth
in saying, “he that believeth and IS bap-
tized shall be saved.” (Mark 16:16).
Conclusion

It is Taylor's erroneous view concern-
ing baptism which leads him to teach that
God’s church, family, and kingdom are
not the same. He understands that im-
mersion is essential to entering the
church, If he were to admit that the

The People's

New Testament
With Explanatory Notes

BY B. W. JOHNSON

New Clear Type Edition
Ideal For The
Bible Student - Teacher - Preacher
Church Worker
The material found in Bible dictionaries, sacred geographies, concordances, etc, is con-
densed in brief explanatory notes on all difficult passages.
Allusions to the customs of the times and the countries in which the Scriptures were
written, to the history of Israel and surrounding nations, to the geography of Palestine and
other Bible countries, to men of prominence in secular history and to various other matters

are made clear by Mr. Johnson’s labor of love.

(Below is part of a page showing arrangement of material and exact size of type).

go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up
the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast|yp; and v
opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: | gpened. his mouth,
that take and give unto them for me and thee.

CHAPTER XVIIIL

The Greatest in the Kingdom.
summary.—Who Shall be Greatest? Becoming as Little Children. Causing
the Little Ones to Stumble. Despising the Little Ones. How to Deal
with an Offending Brother. Forgiving Those who Injure us. Parable of

the Unmerciful Servant.

1 Att the same time came the disciples unto
Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom

of heaven?

2 And Jesus called a little child unto him, and

set him in the midst of them,

and cast a hook, and take
up the fish that first cometh
when thou hast
thou
that
take, and give unto them
for me ana thee.

CHAPTER XVIIL

In that hour came the 1
disciples unto Jesus, savy-
ing, o then is greatest in
the kingdom of heaven?
And he called to him a lit- 2
tle child, and set him in the
midst of them, and said,

a Rom. 14: 21; 16: 1-3; 2 Cor. 6:3. b Mark 6: 33; Luke 9: 46, &c.; 22 : 24, &c.
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church, family, and kingdom were the
same, he would have to teach baptism
as necessary to becoming a child of God.
This. Elder Taylor will not accept! Hence
his  unscriptural concept of baptism
causes him to formulate and endorse
more and more error. If baptism were
not essential to church membership, we
doubt that Taylor would ever have dis-
tinguished between God's family, church
and kingdom in the Gospel Age.

Teachers’ Resources
By ELMER L'ROY

[. The illustration of irrigation.

Irrigation has from ancient times been
practiced in arid regions. The advance
of interest in and wuse of irrigation in
moderate rainfall climates to meet perio-
dic drouths should furnish an interesting
beginning for this lesson. It is applicable
as follows:

The truth of God is a large lake of
water that can be used to water a thirsty,
desert land which is the world of un-
taught and unsaved people. The canal
through which the water must flow is the
Christian. The Christian who does not
use his resources to teach others is a
narrow, shallow stream. The teacher who
uses all helpful resources and opportuni-
ties is a deep channel through which
God's word can flow freely and effective-
ly.

II. Helpful resources.

A. Bible knowledge.

1. Gained through study of the Bible.

2. Since teachers do not have oppor-
tunity to attend class on Sunday morning,
they will do well to attend a home Bible
study (cottage meeting) one night each
week.

B. Good literature and other teaching
materials.

1. Quarterlies, teacher's manual, etc.

2. Develop good personal library or
use church library.

C. Teacher training meetings.

1. Teacher-officer meetings regularly.

2. Methods courses and workshops in
Bible school work.

D. A trained attitude.

1. Reflected in a humble, prayerful
mind.
2. “Heads up" consisting in: Looking

ahead, glancing into future lessons, and
laying up material for them.

E. Zeal and enthusiasm.

1. Think you can, and you can.

Walter W. Leamons, Junction, Texas,
January 27. 1957: Ben Newhouse. with
whom I was associated in gospel work
20 years ago. preached here at Tenth
Street today. He is school superinten-
dent at Balmorhea. Texas.

Gussie Lambert, 553 Kirby Place,

Shreveport, La.. Feb. 1, 1957: At the
Creswell Street Church of Christ four
were Dbaptized in January. Two were
restored and placed membership. Al-
though we began a new congregation in
Shreveport just lour months ago, our
Bible school attendance is running con-
sistently ahead of this time last year. So
tar, we have exceeded our budget this
year and we look forward to the rest
of 1957 with much encouragement.

Bennett W. Land, 600 South Poplar,

Wichita, Kansas, February 14, 1957:
Fifteen have placed membership here the
past month. Record crowds are in at-
tendance at all services. This congrega-
tion is blessed with an outstanding elder-
ship of Lester Crider, Coy Hill. Virgil
Rhoades, and Harley  Braden. The
weekly television program seen on Lord's
Day afternoon, 2:30 over Channel 12 is
strengthening the cause of Christ in this
entire area.

what shall we do?
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Jesus Christ for the remission of sins
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost

39 For the promise is unto you, and
children, and to all that are afar off,
many as the Lord our God shall call.

40 And with many other words did
ify and exhort, saying, Save yourselv
this untoward generation.

41 Then they that gladly received h
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H. Harry Conner, 808 Thall Street,
Fort Worth, Texas, January 24, 1957:
Anyone who wishes to locate in the full
time work as local minister will find a
wonderful opportunity with the
Church of Christ,
This is a very fine group to work with
and if further information is
please write to Brother Floyd White, Rt.
2, Box 165, Brownwood, Texas.

Early
Brownwood. Texas.

desired

N. C. Matthews, Leedey, Oklahoma,
December 17, 1956: The Gospel Light is
enjoyed by a goodly number of families
in the Leedey bap-
tisms, and four restorations which have
reported. We plan to
Don Shackelford's,
early in 1957 for
The faith of this young family is the kind

congregation. Five

not been assist
financially the who

plan to leave Sicily.

which makes the church grow.

Walter W. Leamons, Junction, Texas,
December 28, 1956: Brother C. V. Dun-
ning of Irving,

Texas, preached here

Sunday night. I was called to London,
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Workbook on the Plan of Salvation-
26 Lessons — A Six Months' Course of Study
This is Brother McNutt’s latest, and perhaps his crowning
work of the three books. Guy N. Woods says concerning the workbook:
“This is, in our opinion, one of the finest courses of its kind available.
I hope it can have a wide circulation.” G. K. Wallace:

Outstanding Characters of the Old Testament-
26 Lessons — A Six Months' Course of Study

Outstanding Characters of the New Testament-
26 Lessons — A Six Months' Course of Study

study of New Testament

Bible class in the church should place this work in its program of study.

It is very inspirational and instructive and will keep an interest in

of extensive research and study have gone
Workbooks.

Texas, on the 19th to conduct the funeral
of Sister Geo. M. Pearl. She was ever
faithful to her Lord, having obeyed the
gospel in 1919 wunder the preaching of
Brother R. L. Ledbetter.

A TRIBUTE TO A MAN—

J. H. BREWER
By BOB CRAIG
‘Thou shalt be missed, because thy

seat is empty." To be missed is one of

the most outstanding tributes which can
be paid a person and James H. Brewer
was one of whom this statement will be
made by many. He was an elder in the
Lord's in Little Rock, Arkansas,
for several decades. But
one is an elder doesn’t necessarily mean
that he will be missed. This man was
what we expect an elder to be.

He will be missed by those who sat
in his

church

just because

classes over a period of years.
Several preachers could be named among
He will be missed by those who

looked to him as an example of faithful-

these.

“One of the

characters. Every

into

They are designed for Bible

GOSPEL LIGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY ﬁ
DELIGHT. ARKANSAS g

All who study this work will appreciate more than ever those
Old Testament Characters.

ness; by younger men who were encour-

aged by his zeal and vigor; by gospel
preachers all over the land who recogniz-
ed his as a staunch defender of truth and
thus became an inspiration to them.

But even though his seat is empty here
and he is missed by many, surely we
believe that one of the empty mansions

made full by this
who fought the fight

for truth just as long as he remained a-

of heaven will be
“soldier of Israel"

mong us. May the memory of his faith-
ful devotion to truth burn forever in the
hearts of all of us who came in contact

with him. May we mnever compromise
that memory.
REPORT FROM HOLLAND

By BILL RICHARDSON
The year 1956 in Holland was the best
in the short history of the church in this
total of 31 bap-
in Utrecht, 3
in Amsterdam. Among

country. There were a
tisms—14 in Haarlem, 12
and 2
those baptized were two young men who
should make

Both are very

in Baarn

capable gospel preachers.
sincere and talented and
both want to preach the gospel to save
lost souls.

Already

been baptized in Haarlem this year. An-

two fine young men have

other plans to obey the gospel this week.

We have four congregations in Hol-
land—in the cities I mentioned with
reference to the baptisms. The total
membership comes to about 70. The

outlook for the future looks brighter than
ever before. Interest is growing and our
opportunities are and
better.

For some time we have been pleading

becoming more

for more workers. Finally this plea has
and brother
Phillips are expected to arrive in Febru-

been heard, and sister Bill
ary to resume work in this country. They
have been here before and will soon be
able to do effective work Our
are filled with joy, because we
know them and love them and because

again.
hearts

we need them so badly.

A Plea For Help!
Another husband and wife have de-
cided to come to Holland in September

of this year. They are brother and sister
Ralph Aycock of 2560 Arcadia.
Calif. They are wonderful Chris-
tians and can do a great work in Holland,

Lemon
Grove,

but before they can come they will have

to have support. Will you help them?
Write them now.
Remember wus in your prayers. —

Spruitenbosstr 9, Haarlem, Holland.

Though
furnish us with many ideas of men and

reading and conversation may

things, yet it is our own meditation which
must form our judgment. — Watts.



W. M. Grooms, P. O. Box 1181, Lan-
caster, California, January 28, 1957: We
recently moved to California and started
work with the Church here. We shall
miss the many friends in Arkansas,
Texas, and Oklahoma, where we have
worked for years past. This area is said
to be the fastest growing in the Nation
today because of the rapid expansion in
aircraft industries and test bases. This
congregation has had two Sunday morn-
ing worship services to accomodate the
crowds, but in a few weeks a building
will be ready in Palmdale for a new con-
gregation which will take about fifty
members from here. This will relieve
our overcrowded condition for the pres-
ent, but we expect to be overcrowded
again in a few months. There needs to
be a lot of foresight in planning the
work in this area. Other congregations
will likely be started in future.

Roy M. Henderson, 118 N. W. First,
Moore, Oklahoma, January 30, 1957:
Lord willing Brethren, I shall preach in
a meeting in Natchitoches, La. begin-
ning March 4. The work in Moore is
encouraging. Attendance on the rise.

Marvin Johnson, Menlo, Iowa: A
Christian doctor is needed in this and
a near-by town of Casey. Menlo popula-
tion is about 450 and Casey is about 700.
The church started in Menlo in February
1956. There are 14 members. One
store owner is a member of the church
and it is well thought of in the commun-
ity. The store building we are now
meeting in would make a suitable place
for a doctor’s office. We plan to build
this year. We have four meetings a
year, and are planning a vacation Bible
school for this summer. If a Christian
doctor could move here it would be a
boost to the church in this mission area
of Iowa.

Dillard C. Sarrett, Delight, Arkansas,
February 18, 1957: The church in De-
light is making some improvement on
building by painting, installing new lights,
new hardwood pews, communion table
and pulpit. We are also in the process
of selecting more elders and deacons to
serve the congregation. All of this will
be a great help to the work and worship
of the church in Delight. The church
at Antoine, Arkansas, with which I work
half time, has just recently paid out of
debt, and has made plans to install new
lighting  fixtures. The future looks
bright for both of these churches.

Bob L. Hoover, 2021 65th St., Lub-
bock, Texas, February 1, 1957: Steady
growth continues here at Vandelia Vil-
lage in Lubbock, with four baptized and

54

four identified this week. We have had
amazing success with cottage meetings,
and are putting them into operation as
long as we have teachers. Our Spring
meeting will be March 3 to 10 with
Thomas Warren, of Fort Worth, Texas,
preaching. This will also mark the fourth
anniversary of this congregation, and we
invite all former members to meet with
us on the 10th of March. We would like
to have over 700 that day.

MARCH CORONET TO CONTAIN
GOSPEL ARTICLE

By ALAN M. BRYAN

The March issue of Coronet will con-
tain another article placed by the Gospel
Press. This article will be entitled “You
Can Be Just a Christian.” Responses
to articles placed by the Gospel Press
continue to come in from points through-
out this country and the entire world.
Only recently we received letters from
interesting people in Korea, South Africa
and France. Truly, national advertising
is an open door through which we can
reach millions with the gospel of Christ.
We urge brethren everywhere to pray for
the success of this work and to help by
sending contributions to the Gospel
Press, 3816 Gaston, Dallas, Texas.

George Thompson, P. O. Box 853,
Houma, Louisiana, February 13, 1957:
Thus far this year there has been one
baptism, and six confessions of error.
The lady baptized was formerly a Roman
Catholic and her conversion was brought
about by personal contact. The church
in South Louisiana is moving forward,
a door of opportunity is opened unto all.

Pray for us.

Cecil E. Kelley, 901 South Broadway,
Springfield, Missouri, February 7 1957:
We began work with the Broadway and
Madison congregation here February 1.
The prospects for this congregation are
unusually bright. The elders have pro-
vided a broad program of work includ-
ing radio and TV work on local stations,
and a $25,000 expansion program to be-
gin in the near future. We anticipate
much good in the future for this fine
congregation. The church at Siloam
Springs, Arkansas, where I formerly la-
bored, is still in need of a minister. If
you are interested write Ralph Ballard,
715 S. Hico. I still have time for some
summer meetings.

Earl E. Smith, 127 S. Acadian Thru-
way. Baton Rouge, Louisiana, February
11, 1957: The church in Baton Rouge
met in her new building at 4040 North
Blvd. for the first time on Sunday, Feb.
10th. Four hundred and sixty-six at-
tended Bible School classes and the con-

tribution was approximately  $930.00.
About 550 attended the morning wor-
ship service. This was a great day for
the Lord’s church in Louisiana, which
in a large measure is yet a “mission
field." The membership here is approxi-
mately four hundred. We have had ad-
ditions each week this year. The past
eight days two have been baptized, five
identified and four restored. Those who
are passing this way please note the new
location of the church which formerly
met on Convention Street at Kernan, and
plan to worship with us.

Leonard C. Waggoner, 4106 Montrose
Blvd., Houston, Texas, February 13,
1957: On January 31 I terminated my
work with the Broadway Church in
Houston, after more than three years of
very pleasant and profitable work. Be-
ginning February 1, I was employed by
the Central Church in Houston as Ad-
ministrator of the Christian Home for
Aged to be located in Houston. This
Home is under the eldership of the Cen-
tral Church of Christ, 4100 Montrose,
Houston. Negotiations are being made
for establishment of the Home with
much enthusiasm being manifested in
this area. The scope of the Home is to
be brotherhood-wide. All inquiries
should be addressed to me, 4100 Mon-
trose Boulevard, Houston 6, Texas. We
need your financial assistance, your
prayers and your good-will. I shall be
interim evangelist for Central until June
when Brother John T. Smithson, Jr.. of
Dallas will come to work regularly with
Central. I preached February 10 for
Central. We had six responses—five of
them were additions. Pray for us in our
new work. “Give us an edifice—we will
give you back a Home!”

Lloyd E. Ellis, 231 Fourth Avenue,
Chula Vista, Calif., Feb. 10, 1957: Two
baptized today. When in the San Diego
area come to see us.

Murphy D. Phillips, Box 152, Plain
Dealing, La., February 13, 1957: Three
adults were baptized here recently. The
congregation plans a new building in
the near future. I am to be in a meeting
in Tallahassee, Florida, February 24 to
March 3rd.

Tice Elkins, Alamogorado, New Mexi-
co.: I may not be able to hold the meet-
ings I have hoped to hold this spring and
summer because of recent relapses in
physical condition. I will be seventy
nine years old April 21st, and cannot
expect much more this side of “Jordan.”
I would be happy to have birthday cards
from every friend I have on earth. My
best wishes to all.
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Through the medium of national

advertising people
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REPORT ON TWELFTH ANNUAL
WICHITA LECTURES

By M. NORVEL YOUNG

The Cleveland Avenue Church in
Wichita, Kansas, renders a real service
to Christians throughout Kansas by con-
ducting a week of lectures each Febru-
ary. This year more people came than
ever before. It is obvious that there is
a surge of zeal among the Christians
in Kansas. More and more churches
are waking up to the stirring challenges
before them. They are growing numeri-
cally and spiritually. The churches in
Wichita enjoy a warm spirit of fellow-
ship. They worked together in the
Wichita Forum Lectures last year with
Otis Gatewood preaching. The Churches
in Kansas are supporting the Maude Car-
penter Children’s Home well. There are
thirteen loyal churches in Wichita.

At the lectures this year Gerald Fru-
zia, Everett Donaldson, Doin Pitchford,
George R. Mayfield, Bennett Land and
Doyle Cannon presented faith-building
sermons. Each noon the ladies at Cleve-
land Avenue provide a luncheon and as
many as two hundred enjoyed the fellow-
ship. As many as 460 attended the even-
ing lectures. The Wilburn Hills are do-
ing a good work at Cleveland Avenue. It
is encouraging to see the way the
churches in Kansas are marching on in
the Lord’s work.

Christian parents in the area are get-
ting behind York College and Central
Christian College in a good way.

Walter W. Leamons, Junction, Texas,
February 14, 1957: “Boys of the Bible”
was my sermon topic Sunday morning,
when more than 80 Cub Scouts and their
parents were in attendance at the Tenth
Street Church. It was my privilege to
preach to the Men’s Bible Class, a coun-
ty-wide group, on the First Sunday. The
service was broadcast over KMBL.

Wesley Hylton, P. O. Box 98, Keiser,
Arkansas, January 14, 1957: Four were
baptized the past week. One was a man
well past seventy. When coming this
way worship with us. One of the ladies
baptized was here on vacation from
Schenectady, New York. She will re-
turn this week. She is very anxious to
contact the nearest congregation. Her
address is 564 Mumford Street, Schenec-
tady, N. Y. The name is Lois Dimaria.
If you have information as to the nearest
congregation please contact her at the a-
bove address.

M. A. Elkins, A jo, Arizona, Feb. 12,
1957: One lady has been restored and a
man and wife were baptized since our
last report. Interest in the work here is

the increase and the future looks

Bend. Arizona, a mission point, is pro-
gressing and the congregations in this
locality are helping with this effort.

at this time. The work in Gila

for increased attendance at the
of the church; others by their
work for increased absenteeism.”

“DEACON HORNBLOWER SAYS:”
"Some members of the church work

services
example
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“Thy Word Is A Lamp Unto My Feet, And, A Light Unto My Path ”— Psalms 119:105.

THINK

If you think you are beaten, you are:
If you think you dare not, you don’t.

If you like to win but think you can’t

It’s almost a cinch you won't.

If you think you'll lose, you're lost:
For out in the world we find

Success begins with a fellow’s will:
It’s all in the state of mind.

If you think you are outclassed, you are:
You've got to think high to rise,

You've got to be sure of yourself before

You can ever win a prize.

Life’s battles don’t always go
To the stronger or faster man;
But soon or late the man who wins
Is the man who thinks he can.
-Anonymous.



SPECIAL ARTICLES IN MAY ISSUE

Through the cooperation of Elmer
L'Roy, one of our associate editors, we
have planned six articles written by
preachers of Paris, Texas for the May
issue of the Gospel Light. A biographi-
cal sketch of each author will accompany
hr. article.

We think readers will be interested in
who are the authors, but we are sure
that what they write will be even more
important than the identity of the men.
Therefore, you may look for a discussion
of the following themes:

Jesus said, “Follow Me.” Will we?
Come Over and Help Us—Will we?
Go, Compel Them to Come—Will we?
Jesus, Loved Children—Do we?

Jesus Called Young Men—Do we?
IPray For Workers—Have we?

Brethren Elmer L'Roy, Hubert Roach,
Claude Robertson, Claud Daniel, Elzie
Parker, and Leonard Coker will write on
the above subjects in the order in which
their names and the subjects appear.

Those who would like to have extra
copies of the issue should advise us by
April 20. Ten or more copies at 5 cents
each.

GOSSIP WOUNDS DEEP

“Let your speech be always with grace,

seasoned with salt, that ye may know how
ye ought to answer every man” (Col. 4:
6). Before relating something that may be
detrimental, ask the following questions:
Is it necessary that I tell this? Will it
profit me or him about whom I'm speak-
ing? Have I considered every possible
angle? An earliest endeavor to answer
these queries may check the flow of
harmful words. If that bit of gossip has
made nothing of you-—you make nothing
of it!

1. Gossip wounds, “The words of a
talebearer are as wounds, and they go
down into the innermost parts of the
belly” (Prov. 18:8; 26:22), Such can tear
open and cause to bleed wounds that may
have been healed. Hate gives way to
whispering: “All that hate me whisper to-
gether against me: against me do they de-
vise my hurt” (Psa. 41:7).

2. Gossip separates friends. “He that
covereth a transgression seeketh love; but
he that repeateth a matter separateth very
friends.” (Prov. 17:9). “A whisper sepa-
rateth chief friends (Prov. 16:28). You
have witnessed it. Bosom friends have
become hateful enemies because of super-
fluous talk.

3. Gossip sows strife and digs up evil.
“An ungodly man diggeth up evil: and in
his lips there is a burning fire” (Prov.
16:27). One who is eager to talk .. he
who must whisper . . . will find some-
thing to talk about! He will dig it up.

His lips burn with a message of gossip.
“A Forward man soweth strife.”

4. Gossip ensnares the gossiper’s own
soul. “A fool’s mouth is his destruction,
and his lips are the snare of his soul”
(Prov. 18:7). H,e is digging his own grave.
He is killing his own soul. He is not only
harming others, but bringing condemna-
tion to himself as well.

5. Gossip is classed with the worst of
evil. It is mentioned with such sins as
fornication, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness, murder, deceit, malignity,
haters of God, etc, (Rom, 1:29, 30).

6. Gossip is indeed dangerous. “He
that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth
secrets: therefore meddle not with him
that flattereth with his lips” (Prov. 20:19).
Such a one is not a faithful spirit” (Prov.
11:13). The apostle wrote the Corinthian
brethren his desire to find them free from
whispering, gossip or talebearing (2 Cor,.
12:20).

“Set a watch, O Lord, before my
mouth; keep the door of my lips” (Psa.
143:3). The Psalmist was having diffi-
culty in guarding his words. David’s
weakness is quite common with us today.

The lips serve as a door to one’s heart.
Through that door the heart lets one see
what is within. Too frequently those
ugly thoughts barge through the door.
Heed should be taken in keeping the door
tightly closed at the proper time.

Through that door march words that
will either cut or cure . . . harm or help

. condemn or comfort . . . slash or
soothe . . . seclude or save! Your heart
stands guard to your mouth. Train that
heart to guard properly!

—George W. Bailey.

FLORIDA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
LECTURESHIP

By C. R. NICHOL

The four days’ lectureship at Florida
Christian College was a most delightful
experience during some of Florida’s finest
weather. The large audiences were from
several states, and a more considerate
student body or a more gracious faculty
I'have never seen.

It was a delight to be one of the speak-
ers with Brothers C. E. W. Dorris and
Early Arceneaux.

NEW BOOKS

Two new books from the press of the
20th Century Christian have just reached
our desk. The Tiny Tots’ Bible Reader
is a beautifully-illustrated Bible story
book for the little folks. It is compiled by
Jim Bill McInteer, a very capable and
faithful minister of the gospel. So far as
we know this is the only Bible story book
written by a member of the Church.

The illustrations in the book are in the

form of “stick men,” which are drawn
by Mrs. Mildred Haws, who is also a
faithful Christian. The price of the 116-
page book is $2.

Women of the Bible by Mrs. Leslie G.
Thomas is a book designed for many
uses. It is an excellent study of some 27
women of the Bible. It is well suited to
ladies” Bible class work, as well as for
personal study in the home. We believe
that every Christian woman would do
well to have a copy. Price is $2 per copy
in cloth binding.

“Make America Catholic”

“But there is another reason for mak-
ing America Catholic: a consideration
of strategy. Our country right now, un-
der the leadership of President Eisen-
hower, is at a pinnacle of wealth and
influence. As America goes, so goes the
world... Our program then is to make
America Catholic—we won’t say simply
Christian, for Christ was a Catholic. If
America goes Catholicc we've built a
powerhouse, a fulcrum, a lever—call it
anything you want, a powerful instrument
for the conversion of the world. Our re-
sources in carrying out this program are,
first of all, about 47,000 priests. We also
have 158,000 sisters, almost 9,000 broth-
ers, plus our 32.5 million laypeople...”

(The above is clipped from an article in
“Our Sunday Visitor,” a national Catho-
lic journal, which incidentally has many
times more circulation than all our broth-
erhood journals combined. Surely Chris-
tians can see the trend!)

Claude Robertson, 1030 24th, S. E.
at Polk St., Paris Texas, March 11, 1957:
Charles R. Wiliams of Texarkana did the
preaching in a meeting which closed last
night. Three were baptized and one was
restored. The work goes forward in a
fine way. Forty-five have responded dur-
ing the last seven and one half months.
We have broken records in every way.
Our contribution continues to increase,
each month.

Lewis Mikell, 59 Garfield Avenue,
Gallipolis, Ohio, March 21, 1957: Eight
were baptized in my meeting with the
church near Scottown, Ohio, the last two
weeks of February. Bad weather pre-
vailed most of the time, but the house
was well filled each night. We are off to
a good start in a meeting at Hundred, W.
Va. I will be in a meeting with the
church at Magness, Ark. July 19 through
28. I will have time for an additional
meeting in Arkansas on this same trip.
Can hold this meeting July 29 through
August 7. Even though it be a congre-
gation. few in number, I shall be glad to
serve you.



Entering The Church

By GUSSIE LAMBERT

When a great opportunity is presented
there is always a great decision to make.
Many times we would be more zealous in
making the decision if we were aware of
the vast greatness of the opportunity. In
temporal things we cannot always know
this. If we are in business and a proposi-
tion is presented that looks like an im-
provement we may wonder: Will the
advancement be permanent or should I
stay where I am. Will I be able to meet
the greater responsibilities that greater
opportunities always incur? Will the out-
going tide of a world-wide depression
destroy my life’'s savings? Will this
change in my business make me happy
or unhappy? What should I do about
this opportunity?

My decision may depend on three
things, wisdom, courage, and time. While
all three of these are involved in a wise
decision a lack of any one may deprive
me of all that has been offered. Many
chances for success have failed because
we had not the wisdom to see what was
involved. Many a chance has failed be-
cause men were afraid of what might
happen. They lacked courage to make
a sacrifice, they were afraid to make a
change. But just as many opportunities
have failed because we did not accept
them in time. If on such occasions a
dear friend could come along, one who
had made such decisions, one who has
had just these same experiences, and say
"Go ahead,” it would help wus greatly
in making the step. In other words if
we could always know that we had every-
thing to gain and nothing to lose we
would seize the chance.

It is this kind of an iron-clad and
guaranteed opportunity that the church
always presents. If in kindness you can
be shown how really great the opportun-
ity is that the church presents I believe
that you want to accept it. At every ser-
vice the invitation of Jesus Christ is pre-
sented to you. When the invitation song
is sung resounding from grateful hearts
it is an effort to get you to see what
grace, what love, what blessings are in
the words of Jesus when He says “Come
unto me all ye that labor and are heavy
laden and I will give you rest.” This is
always an invitation to enter the church
and you cannot accept this invitation
without entering the church.

Possibly this raises the question in your
mind, "Why should I enter the church?”
No doubt you have heard the careless
expression "The church won't save you.”
The expression itself shows that the
person who makes it does not know what

the church really is. Some people think
that you cannot be a member of the
church without being a member of a
denomination. But the truth is you can-
not be a member of a denomination and
at the same time be a member of the
Lord’s church. An understanding of what
the church is will clarify this. The word
church comes from the Greek word
“ekklesla” which means the called out.
The Bible tells us what we are called out
of, "who hath called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light” (1 Pet. 1:9).
Now since the church is that people that
have been called out of darkness into
light, if one can be saved without being
called out of the world into the service
of Christ, for that is what the church is.
It is God'’s called out people.

On the day of Pentecost when people

heard Peter preach they received his
word, were Dbaptized and there were
added to them about 3,000 souls. In

Acts 2:47 we read that the Lord added
to the church, or to that group that had
already been thus called out. When one
comes preaching that you do not need
to be a member of the church to be saved
he is just preaching that you do not need
to be called out of the world to be saved.
If he is preaching a message that will
not make you a member of the church
he is preaching a message that will not
call you out of the world of sin.

Now why should I want to enter the
church. Since the church is God’s called
out people then the question can just
as logically be stated in these words:
“Why should I want to be one of God’s
saved people?” The answer is obvious.
It is in the church that I am reconciled
to my God. Are you at variance with
your God? If our Lord should come
today would He welcome you into man-
sions of glory? If not then you need to
be reconciled to God. Hear the apostle
as he says, “And that he might reconcile
both unto God in one body” (Eph. 2:16).
There is but one body (Eph. 4:4), and
this body is the church (Col. 1:18).

I should enter the church because it is
in the church that I have peace of mind.
"And let the peace of God rule in your
hearts to the which also ye are called in
one body” (Col. 3:15). Christians are to
have the peace of God in their hearts
for to this end they are called but notice
that we are called in this in the one body
which is the church. Does God’s peace
reign in your heart today or does the
thought of eternity cause doubt and
fear in your mind? Do the storms .o
life bring anxious nights upon your pil-

low? Only the Christian can sing, “When
peace like a river attendeth my way, when
sorrows like sea billows roll, whatever
my lot thou hast taught me to say, it is
well, it is well with my soul.”

I 