STANDING
ON THE
PROMISES

R | B AP

e e BT T
R s Nl

"Und all things, whatsoever ye shall
ask prayer, 2’1}1 e sthall fa'e.'










o
o



iv

Copyright, MCMXXVIII
By Alva Ross Brown

PRINTED BY
S. B. NEWMAN 8c Co.,
KNOXVILLE. TENNESSEE. U. S. A.



Dedication

(U
Confirmation and Cirrulation
of the
Stupendous Cruth
Chat Gox is Still

Prager-Hearing and Prager- Auswwering






AN APPRECIATION

Ashley S. Johnson was a wvery complete
man. His life was rich in labor of love, in
expression — of goodness, in variety of sterl-
ing worth. But of all the -elements of per-
sonality as a friend he stood foremost. He
was endowed to gain the confidence and ad-
miration of others and gave himself to a
work  which drew  friends in  greater number
and diversity of life than was the lot of but
few in his own generation.

He called his friends in the Lord: “Men
and  women of God;, children of Abraham
by faith; partners with the mighty Harvest-
er of the ages; sharers of His eternal, im-
perishable,  exhaustless  riches;  heirs — of  the
unfading, incorruptible, immortal crown
and the mansions being prepared in the city
of our God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.”

This word is given in  appreciation  of
those ~ who  were  his  fellow-laborers.  God
answered  his  prayers  through the instrumen-
tality — of earthen wvessels. His friends  stood
by him and his work in every emergency.
Unto them he freely attributed the success
of his efforts. They are the living endow-
ment of the child of his own great faith. He
thanked the kind Father for them; day after
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day he called their individual names in im-
portunate prayer by the thousands.

Some  have  fallen  asleep;  others  yet
tarry  to  continue  their  faithful  support.  To-
gether  they  have served well the King who
has  promised:  “Give, and it shall be given
unto you; good measure, pressed down,
shaken  together, running  over,  shall  they
give into  your bosom. For with what meas-
ure ye mete it shall be measured to you
again.”

God  be  praised  for  faithful  brethren!
God be praised for bringing to fruition the
honest  toil of human hands! God grant  that
a glorious past may be prophetic of a more
glorious  future;  that  the  memory  of  faith-
ful  friends of other days may be a continual
benediction; that the darkening shadows
now flirting on the western horizon of many
sainted  ones may  but speak of a  golden
dawn;  that others may be drawn into  this
labor ~ of  mutual  helpfulness, so long  and
nobly performed!

And so, may the work of Ashley S.
Johnson — and  his  steadfast  friends,  humbly
dedicated to the Lord’s own redemptive
Plan, and  subsisting on His undying Grace,
move on as a living witness to God’s faith-
fulness, as a  divine blessing to a  needy
world!
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Prefatory

There is a type of story that never grows old; it
is more griping than fiction and more precious than
gold. It is that simple narrative that relates of any
man of sufficient courage to give up that which the
world counts dear for a high and holy purpose, and,
by so doing, become the benefactor of all men.

Abraham was a man of faith; he went out on
the promises of God not knowing where his Guide
would lead. But though he died a millennium and a
half before Jesus was born, he is cited in this day
more often probably than any other character of the
Old Testament. Out of the very dawn of spiritual
enlightenment he arose, looking “for the city which
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”
To borrow the beautiful figure of the psalmist, he is
as a tree planted by the streams of water, whose leaf
does not wither.

The present writing centers around a man
whose life knew all the fullness of spiritual conquest.
He often talked of Abraham, declaring that his God
still lives and still answers those who call upon Him.
He possessed the courage to venture as did Abraham.
He forfeited any concern for the luxuries of life to
make a slow but certain return to ancestral hills upon
whose barren slopes grass scarcely grew. There he
proposed to build to the glory of God by faith. His
venture cost him tremendous price as the world
reckons value, but he built even as he declared he
would! He completely lost himself for the sake of
One who said: “Whosoever loseth his life for my
sake shall find it.”
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Many times Ashley S. Johnson was urged to put
into print a definite record of his dealings with the
Lord. He was accustomed to writing, being the
author of fourteen books, not to mention other pro-
ductions of his pen. He wrote one book with the
expressed purpose of seeking the Scriptural basis for
The Life of Trust. At various times he wrote of the
conclusive manner in which his prayers had been
answered. He constantly proclaimed the faithful-
ness of God to redeem the promises. But he never
wrote the book that his admirers requested. In the
late years he talked considerably about it, but never
really made the start. Perhaps his neglect was due
to failing health, or may be his time was too taken
with more pressing matters.

The author has endeavored to introduce the
spirit of President Johnson into these pages. He has
quoted at length; furthermore, every conviction he
holds concerning faith, prayer, and kindred themes,
is largely the impression of Ashley S. Johnson's de-
voted life. He has aimed to stress the things he be-
lieves President Johnson would have stressed had he
written. It is fortunate that most of the material
herein presented was brought together before the
untimely passing of Mrs. Johnson and has her ap-
proval.

In the true sense a biography has not been at-
tempted. Ashley S. Johnson gave his marvelous
powers of brain and spirit to the affirmation of
a glorious truth; he desired to be remembered as a
man of prayer. Therefore, the facts that are given
relative to his life are scarcely more than a means
toward an end: the clarifying of the testimony to
which his life bears witness.



Acknowledgment is hereby made for the fol-
lowing courtesies: To the Macmillan Company, for
permission to reprint from The American Pulpit; to
Harper and Brothers, for permission to reprint from
A Scientific Man and the Bible, by Dr. Howard A.
Kelly; to Fleming H. Revell Company, for permis-
sion to reprint from The Practice of Prayer, by G.
Campbell Morgan; from Pentecost and the Holy
Spirit, by J. B. Hunley; from Quiet Talks on Prayer,
by S. D. Gordon; from various of the Spiritual Life
series, by E. M. Bounds; and perhaps from one or
two other books. Gratitude is expressed to S. B.
Newman & Company, the printers, for their willing-
ness to co-operate in every possible way in the pub-
lication of the book.

The author appreciates the kindness of Dr. S.
S. Lappin, of Cincinnati, Ohio, and Dr. B. A. Abbott,
of St. Louis, Missouri, for having read part of the
copy; he gratefully acknowledges many suggestions
received from the late Dr. E. L. Barham, for many
years Professor in Johnson Bible College; he is
moved ineffably by the knowledge that at least two
of God’s faithful ones—Mrs. Rosalie Taylor Ed-
wards, of LaGrange, Missouri, and Mrs. Z. T. Wil-
liams, of Columbia, Kentucky—have prayed for him
daily during these recent months; he is indebted to
every Johnson Boy, or other admirer of President
Johnson, who has been quoted or has offered any
helpful suggestion.

The sources upon which to draw have been
many. Access has been had to all of President John-
son’s books, and to many of his appeals, newsletters
and articles in religious journals. It is immediately
evident that a singular aim pervades everything he
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wrote; a few dominant convictions colored the entire
of his life’s thought and work. His Father’s Busi-
ness called for his all.

Ashley S. Johnson was a strong man: whose
strength was displayed in gentleness for the infirm,
succor for the weak, sympathy for the unfavored and
love for all. To a needy world he contributed his
talents, his time and his energy that the religion of
Christ might bring comfort to the sad heart, peace
to the troubled mind, and hope to the godless and
hopeless soul. In a skeptical age he trusted God and
found Him to be true. To an almost prayerless
Church he declared by successful experience that
God hears and answers the prayer of faith. His was
a cheerful soul in a sad world;, a fruitful service
amidst listlessness, carelessness and idleness; an un-
shaken confidence in a time of uncertainty; a charit-
able life in a race of selfishness; a testimony that
God works mightily through the righteous!

This attempt to pay tribute to a godly man and
his faithful wife, and to propagate truths they held
more dear than life, is made fearfully and prayer-
fully. The reader’s sympathy for the book’s short-
comings and his prayers for its circulation are sin-
cerely asked.

—A.R.B.

Kimberlin Heights, Tennessee

July the Ninth,
MCMXXVIII
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The Romance of Fraith



God is still the living God, and now, as well as thousands of
years ago, He listens to the prayers of His children, and helps

those who trust in Him. — George Miiller,



THE ROMANCE OF FAITH

HERE are, it has been estimated, twenty
thousand promises in the Bible. These
concern every aspect of human life and
need. Practically every page of Holy Writ
is literally —garnished with them. These
God has given to challenge, to quicken, to
comfort, to inflame the hearts of His chil-
dren.

Millions of people profess faith in the Bible, claiming
firmly that it is God’s Word, and that consequently it is true
absolutely and without exception. They profess to take ev-
ery word at face value, to believe the promises and to stand
upon them. One of the bestloved hymns is, “Standing on
the Promises.”” But in spite of this, the fact is that most of
God’s promises, as recorded in the Bible, are never claimed
by his professed followers. For the most part they are un-
known; often they are read mechanically, the reader en-
tranced by their sweet rhythm and not quickened to
thoughtfulness; and, when particular attention is called to
them, they are carefully veiled, “explained away,” or rele-
gated to another age. The Church as a whole, in spite of its
profession of faith in the revelation of God, has failed to lay
hold upon the “exceeding great and precious promises.”

Here and there through the centuries some great spirit
has stood out above his fellows to demonstrate to his own
age that God is faithful. Unbelief has been the curse of no
one age alone. The critic, the doubter, the scoffer has ming-
led with every generation and too often has numbered his
kind in the majority. But rising up amidst persecution,
ignominy and mockery has come some Abraham to ascend
an appointed mountain to offer a favorite son; some Noah
to build an ark while the world jeeringly moves on to de-
struction; some Moses to mete out God’s justice fearlessly
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to a cruel Pharaoh; some Elijah to confound the supersti-
tious priests of a heathen god; some David to put to flight
the “armies of aliens.”

These all believed in God in the highest sense of the
word; they treasured His promises; they died in the faith!
And in the hours of their discouragement they were com-
forted in the knowledge that they were not alone, that there
were yet thousands who had not “bow'ed the knee to Baal.”
“Time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jeph-
thah; of David and Samuel and the prophets: who through
faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the power
of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were
made strong, waxed mighty in war, turned to flight armies
of aliens. Women received their dead by a resurrection:
and others were tortured, not accepting their deliverance;
that they might obtain a better resurrection: and others
had trial of mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of
bonds and imprisonment: they were stoned, they were
sawn asunder, they were tempted, they were slain with the
sword: they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins; being
destitute, afflicted, ill-treated (of whom the world was not
worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves,
and the holes of the earth.”

It is interesting to note that the great heroes of faith
of the Old Testament were decidedly human. To make of
them demigods or cloak them with Deity is to do violence
to their characters, to make void their testimony, and to
perjure the Sacred Scriptures. These men were human; all
the weaknesses of humanity were known, and alas! dis-
played by them. Elijah, we are told, “was a man of like
passions with us;” Abraham, the father of the faithful, the
friend of God, the majestic patriarch of old. in weakness
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stooped to deception; David, the man after God’s own
heart, yielded to gross immorality;, Moses, the man of meek-
ness, lost his patience! What a commentary on the weak-
ness of these giants of faith!

God has never been without witness. He has worked
through the men of no one age alone. His mighty men
have been scattered from Adam to John the Baptist and
from Paul to this modern date. It would seem, however,
that the tendency of these days, on the part of those who
accept the Bible as being authentic, is to admit that by
faith men accomplished great things in the olden days, but
that for some mysterious and unknown reason has with-
drawn Himself in our day. Can it be that He who walked
with Enoch, who spoke to Abraham, who strengthened
Moses and answered the prayers of Elijah, is less faithful
now than of old? Can it be that He is less real to men of
this Holy Spirit dispensation than to those who lived in the
shadow of these better things? Can it be that the testi-
mony of thousands of years is all to go for naught? Is it
possible that the favored children of this glorious dispensa-
tion, toward which men of old looked from afar and were
glad that they saw, are unworthy of their heritage? Have
the marvels of our time confounded our minds and turned
our hearts to the worship of creature rather than Creator?
Have we no longer place for the God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob, of Moses and the prophets, of all the mighty men
of faith of every age and clime and race? There is but one
answer: God is! is now!! is eternally!!!

This age is not without witness. It has had its mighty
men of faith—its Muller, its Conwell and its Bounds. George
Muller, probably the greatest man of prayer of his day,
raised more than seven millions of dollars by that simple,
yet profound means. Russel Herman Conwell daily prayed
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for strength to do the work of two men; he believed God
implicitly, and his work was marvelous beyond expression.
Edward McKendree Bounds placed his convictions concern-
ing believing prayer into permanent record and they glow
with fire from the burning altar of God.

A student of George Muller was Ashley S. Johnson.
He sought to emulate his prayer life. He was led into a
life of complete abandonment, of persistent faith, of. un-
tiring zeal for God. He brushed elbows with thousands. He
made the impress of his character and faith upon hundreds
of young men and his work was an inspiration to all who
knew him. He was a man of faith! He took God at His
Word! He believed the promises! And with the Apostle
Paul, when he had done all else, he knew what it meant—
to stand! With buoyant enthusiasm, beautiful consecration,
and courageous fortitude, he stood on the promises of God!

May God increase his kind!



THE ROMANCE OP FAITH

) HHE life of Ashley S. Johnson was a most remark-
i able one. Here is a man whose life was so many-
sided, whose gifts were of such varied nature,
about whom so much might be written, that one
may wonder what to say. Endowed at birth as but few, by
choice given to the greatest work in the world, and nour-
ishing a real desire to make this world better because he
lived, he has immortalized himself in the hearts of thou-

sands.

Too much cannot be said of the phenomenal gifts which
Ashley S. Johnson possessed. Genius clearly manifested it-
self. Brilliancy marked his spoken and written utterances.
Weighty ideas, glowing phrases, forceful epigrams, care-
fully conceived plans, sparkled from his gifted intellect as
crystal streams from a fountain. He spoke and wrote al-
most without conscious effort, his unique expressions seem-
ingly costing him little. He was never a plodder. He re-
lied upon an intense moment of concentration for light upon
any subject, and if it did not come, waved the matter aside.
His was the greatness of intellect that masters practically
any situation, that sizes up a proposition without reflection,
that chooses the worth while things by force of habit, that
formulates unerring judgments without hesitation.

His mind was decidedly analytical. Clearness of ex-
pression was a natural gift. So naturally did his thoughts
take form in logical sequence that he was seldom called upon
to shift points in formulating an outline. He made few
changes in anything he wrote. If he detected a weakness,
he completely restated himself. His mind seemed to be
self-organizing in its presentation of ideas.

Furthermore, he possessed a rare power of concentra-
tion. He was the master of his intellect. There were
times when he was known to write a letter while he dictated
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STANDING ON THE PROMISES

two or three at the same time. And this he could do not for
a moment only, but for hours. His freshness, his vitality,
his force of character, were unabated after long periods of
strenuous toil. Depressing moods were almost unknown to
him; cheerfulness, optimism, hopefulness, assurance, all
radiated from him.

He possessed still another gift quite as remarkable as
his keenness of intellect. It was that of a rare memory which
permitted him to classify anything he saw or heard for fu-
ture reference. Though he was fond of anecdotes, he did
not keep a notebook. He trusted his memory. He could
look back for forty years and call forth names of individuals,
give dates or cite very ordinary events.

An analytical mind, a marvelous power of concentra-
tion, a remarkable memory—what a trio of rare qualities!
How priceless any one of them! Happy indeed the man
who possesses them all!

Ashley S. Johnson increased his talents daily. He was
restless to serve. He was an indefatigable worker; few men
are so tireless in their labors. In the building of Johnson
Bible College he was called upon to face all manner of diffi-
culties. He never faltered. He seemed to be able to do
anything, at least reasonably well. He was never daunted.
If one thing failed, he tried something else. His indomita-
ble will brooked no difficulty. In his busiest moments, he
found time to plan new tasks. Besides, he was an organiz-
er. His personality swayed men; others looked to him as
to a stronger force. He was a bundle of energy and en-
thusiasm, a dynamo of moral and spiritual power.

It is interesting to note that those who knew Ashley
S. Johnson did not emphasize first of all his great natural
gifts nor his accomplishments by physical labor. Nor was
he chiefly known because of his attractive personality which
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THE ROMANCE OF FAITH

drew men to him. Further, it is scarcely too much to say
that his great sympathetic heart was not the greatest fea-
ture of his life. The most outstanding and phenomenal ele-
ment in his life—the thing for which he was best known—
was his abiding faith in God. He stood upon the promises; he
launched out into the deep; he declared that he had experi-
mented with God and found that He was true. He often
said that he hoped his testimony would entitle him to the
statement of the grateful widow of Zarephath made to the
prophet Elijah, “Now I know that thou art a man of God,
and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth.”,

He believed that the great need of this generation, as of
every other generation, is to learn that faith moves the
world; that the most powerful bodies, the keenest of human
intellects and the strongest of wills, are but weak instru-
ments with which to build for righteousness in a world al-
lured to its own attractions and sinfulness. But when the
strength of mind, energy and will are coupled with the eter-
nal verities of God in the sublime belief that He yet inter-
feres in the affairs of men, mightier works that the rolling
of mountains into oceans are done. When from the dust
buildings take form, men are drawn from various quarters
of the globe and the means of their sustenance and training
provided until the time comes for them to go forth, shod
with the Gospel of peace,—all resulting from the labors of a
man who, without money and without friends to provide it,
saw beyond the unseen and gripped hands with the Eternal
in an unselfish desire to prove to the world by actual demon-
stration that the promises of God are true as they were two
thousand years ago,—it may be affirmed that the faith of
such one is worthy of the consideration of all men.
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son were:
“God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps on the sea,
And rides upon the storm.

E AMILIAR lines dear to the heart of Ashley S. John-

Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain.”

Many times this godly man witnessed in his own ex-
periences the truthfulness of these words. His faith was
rewarded and his prayers answered in ways he knew not.
But the answer always came and his soul was continually
fed on the bounty of God’s goodness and love.

After years of fruitful preaching he established his
Correspondence Bible Course. As far as success goes with
most people, this work was highly successful. It was doing
far more than its founder believed it ever would do. Yet
he wrote of this service: “We built a nice residence in Knox-
ville and were enjoying our selfish lives immensely, when I
had another inspiration. I think, yea, I now believe it came
from God. I knew our Correspondence Course was not
meeting the wants of many poor boys. They could not avail
themselves of its privileges for want of an English educa-
tion. The School of the Evangelists was burning on the
altar of my heart. I told my wife about it. She could not
comprehend it. I wrote to my friends about it. They gave
me the greatest discouragement of which they were cap-
able! I was alone as far as ‘like flesh and blood” was concern-
ed, and yet not alone, for the Lord was with me. I kept the
thing in my heart when I could; and talked about it when I
could not help it. The Lord was leading me, but I knew it
not.”
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THE ROMANCE OF FAITH

And opportunity came to buy the old homestead. The
city home was sold and a house built in the country. “To
men it looked like a foolish move,” said President Johnson,
“but the thing was of the Lord.” For possibly a year or
more colleges were built in imagination on the hilltops of
the old farm. It was not until the Fall of Eighteen Hun-
dred and Ninety-Two that he dared speak publicly of his
dream, not asking for money, but for encouragement. As
he closed a short discourse at Bearden, Tennessee, one eve-
ning following his regular message, William French Crip-
pen came forward and whispered in his ear what he be-
lieved to be his commission: “Go ahead, and I will give you
a hundred dollars.”

Is it faith that prompts a man to go into debt thousands
of dollars upon the promise of a mere hundred? This fact is
worthy of being stressed: Everything which the Lord has
brought to fruition at Kimberlin Heights has been builded
upon an original gift of one hundred dollars! Yet not one
hundred dollars alone! Rather one hundred dollars plus
faith in God! Consider the wondrous growth here. No
mortal can tell just how it all happened, but the institution
does exist and its work goes on to the glory of God and man.
Does God work in the affairs of men? Are His promises
true? Is faith in Him for naught ?

It hats been suggested that Ashley S. Johnson was a
student of George Muller. The circumstances which
brought this to pass were striking indeed. The first corner-
stone of Johnson Bible College (then the School of the
Evangelists) was laid on May the Twelfth, Eighteen Hun-
dred Ninety-Three. In the course of the day’s ceremonies,
an address was made by Hon. Lewis Tillman, a lawyer of
Knoxville and a brother in the Church, in which among
other things he said in substance: “I came here on Brother
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Johnson’s invitation to take part in these ceremonies, and
I candidly confess that I have had no faith in the enterprise,
and have thought of trying to discourage him, but now that
he has made a start I have changed my mind and believe
this building will be completed and filled with students.”
Witness the reply: “Brother Tillman says that he has had
it in his heart to discourage me. I declare in his presence
that the man does not live who can discourage me. This is
the Lord’s work and I am determined to persevere until
success or death!”

Here is the interesting thing. Before Brother Tillman
left for the city he presented President Johnson with a book
which he desired to be considered the beginning of the
College Library. It was, “A Life of Trust, being an account
of the Lord’s dealings with George Muller.” In the Provi-
dence of God the man who had come to discourage made the
contribution to the institution that more than any other in-
fluence shaped the life of its founder to become a man of
great faith in God!

President Johnson read Miller's book with the en-
thusiasm of a child. Its testimony was convincing. And he
believed that God, who had answered the prayers of Muller
in his own day, was willing to answer his prayers also. He
was willing to make the experiment. In fact there was no
other way open for him to accomplish the work to which
he had set his hands.

It has been said that probably the most difficult of
all promises is, “To them that love God all things work to-
gether for igood.” How remarkable that God can use a
discouraging voice to establish a life upon His promises!
Surely His ways are mysterious and past finding out!
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SHLEY S. Johnson’s return to the scenes of his
@ childhood was a fortunate circumstance in his life;

he believed that it was Providential. Beyond doubt
life in the city has its advantages, but the tendency
to develop faith in God is not one of them. The hustle and
noise of urban activity leads neither to meditation nor pray-
erful life. Quite obviously such environment tends more
to materialism than the quietude and peacefulness of na-
ture in rural surroundings.

But further, it was no ordinary scene to which this man
returned to build by faith. Here is one of nature’s truly
gorgeous landscapes. The view of the river to the East
from his home has been compared to the view of the Poto-
mac from Mount Vernon. On every hand nature bears the
traces of undisturbed beauty and glory. The mountains
near and far stand out in the same charming ruggedness
and towering majesty that they did when Jesus was born
in Bethlehem of Judaea. The hillsides and bottom lands
along the entrancing river have been cleared and cultivated,
only to be planted in waving fields of grain. In such a re-
gion, miles removed from the industrialism of large cities,
where the air carries the pure aroma of flowers and blos-
soms and is free from the dust and grime and smoke of mill-
working machinery, one is more likely to see God than in
pent-up districts of hurried activity. Such a faith-inspiring
environment was not lost upon Ashley S. Johnson. As
he gazed upon the flowers that clustered along the fence in
front of his home, on to the crops beyond and on still far-
ther to the wooded hills which seem to meet the heavens in
an illimitable sheet of horizon’s blue, he declared that had
there been no other revelation, still he would have believed

in God.

IS
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The sky overhead was pregnant with knowledge and
divine revelation to him. And always, when enraptured by
the beauty of a sunrise or sunset, by the radiance of a mid-
day sun, by the great clusters of stars woven into their un-
ending robe of space, or by the gorgeous colors of a rain-
bow, following a long-needed shower on a sultry afternoon,
he called to mind the generous Father who is back of all
things. “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the
firmament sheweth his handywork. Day unto day uttereth
speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.” How
true with this man who searched for God in everything,
meditated constantly upon His goodness and power and glo-
ried only in achievements through His grace! These were
favorite lines of his:

“The spacious firmament on high,
With all the blue, ethereal sky,

And spangled heav’ns, a shining frame,
Their great Original proclaim:

Th’ unwearied sun, from day to day,
Does his Creator’s pow'r display,

And publishes to ev'ry land
The work of an Almighty Hand.

“Soon as the evening shades prevail,
The moon takes up the wondrous tale,
And nightly to the list'ning earth
Repeats the story of her birth:
While all the stars that round her burn,
And all the planets in their turn,
Confirm the tidings as they roll,
And spread the truth from pole to pole.
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“What tho’ in solemn silence all
Move round this dark, terrestrial ball?
What tho’ no real voice nor sound
Amid their radiant orbs be found?
In reason’s ear they all rejoice,
And utter forth a glorious voice;
Forever singing as they shine,
“The Hand that made us is divine’.”
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OSSIBLY the most descriptive word of the charac-
ter of Ashley S. Johnson is to say that he was child-
like. In his attitude toward other men, his ten-
dency to search out their finer qualities, to see them
as they actually were and to trust them, he was certainly
as a child. His simplicity of character, free from affection
and guile, his heartfelt sympathy for his fellowmen, his
cheerfulness when trouble threatened, his open-heartedness,
his purity of life, his sincerity and kindness and goodness
are all elements characteristic of childhood. His faith in
God was childlike. He prayed as a child. He worked with
the enthusiasm of a child. He loved as a child.

He was not ashamed of his childlike faith. Rather it
was the source of his happiness and the explanation of his
marvelous accomplishments. He censured his fellow-
Christians for their lack of trust in the great Father above.
He fed his soul upon the thoughts of Jesus, who declared
in rebuke to His disciples: “Except ye turn, and become as
little children, ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of
heaven.”

There is a tendency in certain circles to appear scholar-
ly at the expense of disbelieving practically everything.
Now and then one hears a man who hesitates to ascribe unto
God any attribute, lest he should limit Him. Jesus Christ
believed and taught that God was a Personality and that
He is a loving Father to men. True, there are those who
suggest that Jesus thought in the terms of His own time—
the absurdity of all absurdities! Be it sufficient to say that
no other man ever so revolutionized thought as He; no other
made such claims for Himself as He. He alone understood
the human heart; He alone knew God. He glorified hu-
manity by His walk among men and left the impress of
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His teaching upon the consciousness of the race. He leads
men to God,

By life and teaching Jesus stressed the Fatherhood
of God. He was conscious of His Omnipotence and Majesty,
but these attributes do not place Him beyond the appeal of
human need. Jesus taught men to be humble, to be kind, to
become as little children. The ideal manner of life is to
recognize complete dependence upon God. “What man is
there of you, who, if his son shall ask him for a loaf, will
give him a stone; or if he shall ask for a fish, will give him
a serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father
who is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?”
Far beyond the care and goodness of an earthly father is
the love and mercy of the heavenly Father!

God is not unmindful of the birds and flowers, so won-
drous is His love. Said Jesus: “Behold the birds of the
heaven, that they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather
into barns; and your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are
not ye of much more value than they?” Again: “'Consider
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither
do they spin: yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in all
his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God
doth so clothe the grass of the field, which today is, and to-
morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe
you, O ye of little faith?”

Furthermore, Jesus taught that the Father cares for
the things He has created individually as well as in a gen-
eral way. He gave illustrations to affirm this. President
Johnson was very fond of the following thought. Matthew
records Jesus as saying, “Are not two sparrows sold for a
penny?” According to Luke He also said, “Are not five
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sparrows sold for two pence?” The fifth sparrow was
“thrown in,” merely an attraction for larger sale, having
no value in itself. And yet said Jesus, “Not one of them

falleth to the ground without your Father!”

At the basis of The Life of Trust is the Fatherhood of
God. Jesus Christ taught it! He lived it! He spared no
pains to urge it in the simplest and clearest way possible.
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ma) OUNTAINS possess unique charm. They make
| this world beautiful. They break the monotonous
| sameness of its crust and add a rugged simplicity
to its character. They invite men to their heights,
holding out reward of purer atmosphere, less laborious
breathing and far-reaching and wunobstructed vision. Re-
velation awaits him who stands upon their summits. Chal-
lenging are their imposing heights. Spots of the Himalayas
have never yet been surmounted, but the conflict has not
ended. Bleaching bones of defeated climbers serve not to
warn others against the terrible risk. And somehow, the
world cheers the intrepid adventurer who dares move be-
yond the zone of safety and out of the sight of his fellows,
if perchance he may place above the perpetual snows of the
highest mount his “banner of strange device, Excelsior!”

Mountains play their part in divine revelation. There
is gripping fascination about Moriah, Sinai, Carmel and Her-
mon. But these are important because on their heights per-
sonality asserted itself. We treasure not the physical sig-
nificance of any one of these mounts, but the deep spiritual
truths to which they forever give testimony. God has
revealed Himself in the heights and men have found there
the inspiration for service in the valleys and dismal places
of human life.

Unto every man of great original powers and conse-
crated life have come moments of supreme import, of cru-
cial tests, of heroic conflict. No man has lived on the moun-
tains of inspiration, ecstasy or trial constantly, but every
man meets those times in life when his soul is challenged to
its very depths, when his manhood is tested as with fire, and
his moral and spiritual strength called upon, even to its
last reserve. Here is shown the strength of a man’s con-
victions and his moral courage and fortitude.
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The most dynamic characters of human history have
not thought their way through the crises of life. They
have faced their gravest problems in quiet meditation.
Eyes that have beheld things invisible, hands that have
guided the course of centuries, wills that have wrought the
crowning achievements of human instrumentality, have
moved by faith. All of the delvings and wanderings of
philosophic thought have failed to give one such assurance
to a human soul as Abraham’s experience on Mount Moriah.
Jesus Christ bounteously fed this world’s thought from His
own Infinite Intelligence; He alone solved the highest quest
of the human mind, its passion for God. He, supreme as
thinker and teacher, resisted neither this world’s allure-
ments nor broken-heartedly carried its sorrows by merit of
His incomparable intellect. His mind was staggered and
His will daunted by the terrible realization of the mission
that was His to perform. He, Deity incarnate in human
flesh, waged the supreme conflicts of His soul on the battle
ground of victorious faith in God by “strong crying and
tears.” His appealing challenge to the race He redeemed is
enwrapped in the words, “According to your faith be it unto
you.” And His inspired Apostle declared, “This is the vic-
tory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”

Already we have declared that Ashley S. Johnson, in
undertaking the work dear to his heart, walked by faith.
An actual partnership—it is written thoughtfully and rev-
erently—was established with God. On the human side.
President and Mrs. Johnson gave all that they had to the
Cause of Christ. Their home, their belongings, their earn-
ings, yea, their lives, were abandoned for God. Debts were
contracted for the college far beyond their ability to meet.
An Open Door was held out to every young man with the
purpose in his heart to preach the Gospel, whether he had
money or not. Buildings, machinery and cattle were given
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to the Lord. Crops were planted, cultivated and harvested;
books were written and circulated; the school was developed
and expanded in the Name of God and for His glory! And
thus, human lives, with their talents, ambitions, desires
and hopes, were given to the testing of the promises of
God in things temporal as well as spiritual.

Every conceivable manner of trial was experienced.
Misunderstanding of motive, indifference toward the Lord’s
work, lack of faith in the hearts of God’s people, all united
in a determined effort to defeat the fondest hopes and sin-
cerest efforts of a man and woman who sought only to do
good in the world. In comparing his work with Muller’s,
President Johnson wrote: “My work, though like Muller’s
in many respects, differs from it radically in one important
particular: he never goes in debt for anything; but, being
profoundly convinced that God is with me, I have gone into
debt thousands and thousands of dollars for His Cause. I
like Muller's plan best, and yet my plan seemed the only
one open to me.”

God is a rewarder of them that diligently seek after
Him. Encouragement always comes to the believing heart.
In this case in the very early years one good friend stood
out. An early appeal fell into the hands of James T. Rob-
inson, of Ohio, who gave five dollars then and thousands of
dollars during the years. President Johnson described
“Uncle Jim,” as he affectionately called him, as being “not
a college man; just a farmer, a son of toil from his youth
up; big of heart, big of brain; tall, dignified; a manly, king-
ly man; unselfish, God-called, God-adopted, God-honored,
God-filled, God-crowned, and a human Christian man!”
Again he wrote: “When the clouds gathered, when the
voices around us and from afar muttered their displeasure,
there came a message out of the North, short, crisp, en-
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couraging: ‘Ashley, here is a little help.” It was generally
a draft for fifty dollars from ‘Uncle Jim. He made no prom-
ises. His letters were short. He asked no questions. He
imposed no conditions. The money helped vastly. God and
angels know how much, but the spirit of the man can not
be estimated in dollars. Every draft was a vote of confi-
dence. He believed we could do it. That was our supreme
need, and he kept on telling us.”

The unsympathetic matter-of-fact man, the sneering
skeptic or self-centered critic may regard the “finding” of
“Uncle Jim” as a stroke of mere luck, but to him who sym-
pathetically studies the life of a man whose every effort of
body, mind and soul was given to the testing of divine prom-
ises, such a remarkable experience could not have been
born of chance, nay, it must have been of God!

The years moved on with their burdens, their trials,
their accomplishments. Finally a dozen had passed suc-
cessfully. The institution was growing. Its influence
was widening. Its service was growing richer. Its future
looked brighter. And then suddenly, without premonition,
the supreme trial came. Fire destroyed the Main Build-
ing. No insurance had been -carried; other obligations had
been so heavy that this precaution had not been taken.

Financially the loss was estimated at twenty thousand
dollars. There was a man who knew the effort each dollar
had cost. He had given ten or twelve of the best years of
his great life here. His work lay in ashes! Distressing
thought! But alas! Ashley S. Johnson had not builded in
wood and stone, but in the hearts of young men. He had
worked with the mightiest forces in the universe: the truth
of God and the strength of young lives given to God’s serv-
ice. “Uncle Jim” Robinson wrote that if the money he had
given had trained two good preachers, he was satisfied.
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Two preachers! Already a young army had gone forth
to battle for the King!

President Johnson was visiting in the home of H. H.
Harmon, then pastor of the Tabernacle Church of Christ
at Columbus, Indiana. When the news arrived, Brother
Harmon bowed his head for a moment, then reverently ex-
claimed, “Jehovah-jireh” —the Lord will provide. And a
faithful man wired his distressed wife: “Cheer up, sweet-
heart. God reigns! The School of Evangelists lives and
will livel Home tomorrow.” A little later he wired Pro-
fessor Martin L. Pierce: “Let the Heights be glad. The word
fail is foreign to His eternal purpose in us. Amen! Never
felt so much like going on. Hold the boys till I come.” He
took the telegram he had received to Brother Joseph I. Irwin
and in five hours wired Mrs. Johnson: “Cheer up, sweet-
heart. Two thousand dollars toward new building. More
in sight. Lovingly.”

Depressing hours followed. A second telegram was
received from Mrs. Johnson who had not yet received an
answer to the firstt “Main Building burned; caught from
chimney. Boys scattering. Wire me.” Two of these words
carried the saddest thought known to the heart of this man.
The young men for whom he had labored and prayed and
suffered were now left without shelter, without food and
almost without clothing. Of his trip home he wrote: “The
trip from Indiana home was indeed sad. I have scarcely
been able to pray for forty-eight hours. I would strive to
do so, and would console myself with the profound convic-
tion that the building would come again and then I would
wander back to the dear old hills, and some young preacher
whom I had not yet thought of would rush into mind and
the tears would flow in spite of myself, and my heart would
cry over him as did David over his son: O, Absalom, my
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son, my son. Altogether it has been one of the saddest
days of my life.”

No man could live twelve years as he did without mak-
ing a mighty impression upon others. On the night of the
fire, the young men were called together by Professor Pierce
in front of the smoldering ashes of what had been their
home and there prayed for another building. As President
Johnson passed through Knoxville he found sympathetic
friends. One man, a banker, who knew his struggles for
money, feelingly declared: “There is more where that came
from.” With saddened heart he hurried home and to his
surprise and joy found that about seventy-five boys had
tarried. As he approached his home they lined up along
either side of the walk and sang;:

“My faith looks up to thee,
Thou Lamb of Calvary.”

And here within sight of the ruins of his previous labors,
this man of God poured out his heart in the petition that
from the ashes a greater School of the Evangelists might
come.

It came!
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f===53ORE noteworthy than an occasional supreme effort
is the continual and tireless labor of a man who
gives himself to a holy work. Ashley S. Johnson
warned against confusing a momentary enthusiasm
for any project with steadfast faith. In his own life he
faced real crises at different times, and his courage in meet-
ing them called forth the admiration of his fellows. But
he labored constantly, year after year, under the responsi-
bility of seeing his work advance, carrying burdens known
only to himself and God, involved in debts which only faith
could meet, suffering misrepresentation and persecution all
the while, and he never wavered. The way he buried his life
with Christ in his service was a beautiful thing to witness.
He did not “launch out” merely; he possessed sufficient
stamina and moral reserve to carry on successfully through
every difficulty. This persistent, steadfast and conquering
faith was more unusual than the occasional herculean strug-
gle; it was a better test of his strength of character.

He was optimisticc never blind to reality, but hopeful
as to the final outcome. Discouragement was an unknown
quantity with him; he never reclined under the juniper-tree.
While highly emotional, he was not subject to depressing
moods; he seemed always to live in the clouds. Naturally
he was ambitious and restless to accomplish something.
But he learned to be patient. He underlined the word in his
Bible, and in life was guided by it. He was patient with his
fellowmen when misjudged by them and with God while
waiting answers to his prayers. Prayer, persistence and
patience were an inconquerable trio of forces with him.

He constantly exercised his faith. He had a habit of
almost heedlessly plunging into a project and of working
and praying =zealously for its accomplishment, and then,
when the end was about in sight, would plunge in anew.
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Usually he had several things moving at one time. He
was discontented only when unoccupied.

His intense concentration upon one task,—the training
of preachers,—was by no means ordinary. Said he: “I have
no business but the work of Christ and no business but to
do His work; I consider that in my business I serve Him
and that I cannot serve Him outside of business.” Again:
“I never undertake anything unless I am convinced that it is
of the Lord. I could not quit if I wanted to do so and I never
want to quit!” Everything which he did, from the growing
of crops, the raising of pigs and the milking of cows to the
singing of hymns, the preaching of sermons and the pray-
erful pleading of God’s promises, was toward the end that
more and better preachers might be sent forth into the
world’s Harvest. In perfect sincerity and honesty did he
quote the words:

“E’er since by faith I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,

Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die.”

So completely did his preacher boys monopolize his
thought and speech that some rather humorous incidents
reflect it. Once he had a large number of pigs on the farm.
One day when seriously asked what he proposed doing with
so many, he answered characteristically, “Why, they are
all going to enter the ministry this winter.” When at an-
other time he was making display of some live stock, he had
printed on the placard: “Exhibited by Johnson Bible Col-
lege, breeders of Thoroughbred Holstein Cattle, Thorough-
bred Poland-China and English Yorkshire Hogs, Indian
Runner Ducks, Cornish Indian Game Chickens, and Thor-
oughbred, Registered Prohibitionists and Preachers.”
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He felt great responsibility upon him. He took his
religion seriously. Sometimes he complained that the world
as a whole did little more than play with Christianity. Deep
down in his heart he believed that the man who rejects
Jesus Christ is eternally lost. Said he: “If the Gospel is to
be preached to the whole creation as Jesus commanded, the
task of training preachers is the most insistent, persistent,
unceasing burden that can be laid on any human heart. It
is on my heart. Brethren, pray for me!” He sought to
be like Paul in steadfastness and purpose. How oft he quot-
ed the words, “This one thing I do!” How he believed that
the man who has set his hand to the Gospel plow and turns
back is not worthy of the Kingdom of Heaven!

That God will one day judge the world, he believed with
all his heart. Ah! why are professed Christians so greedy,
so stingy, so worldly in their desires? The remarkable thing
is not that here and there a man such as he feels responsi-
bility so keenly, but that Christians so often join in the
world’s mad rush for treasures that perish. Ashley S. John-
son’s letters, sermons and books are saturated with a con-
sciousness that some day every man must give an account-
ing for his wealth, possessions and talents—his steward-
ship. Said he: “I want to propound a question to you. Con-
sider the cattle on all the hills and the money in all the
banks: what will it matter to you who owns it a hundred
years from today? I put the thing to you personally as I do
to myself: If I had a million dollars, what would it matter
one hundred years or even twenty-five years from now, save
as I might use it for the cause of my brother man, which is
the Cause of my Savior and my God? MOST OF THE
WORLD’S POPULATION WILL BE BENEATH THE SOD
WITHIN FIFTY YEARS! WHAT THEN? WHO THEN?”

From the Revelation of Christ he learned that all one
leaves in this world and finds beyond is the good that he
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does. Even after God had so wondrously blessed his labors,
he sometimes wondered if after all he had not erred so many
times that he would at last lose his Heavenly Mansion. A
less spiritual one may question his faith. One curse of the
Church today 1is the Pharisaical, self-righteous satisfaction
of its members. But there are few who question the faith
of one who for nearly two millenniums has been the admira-
tion of his fellow-Christians, who suffered enough alone to
have immortalized a hundred men, but who daily buffeted
his body and took heed, lest after he had preached the Gos-
pel to others, might have become a castaway!

It is a costly religion that Ashley S. Johnson believed
in; one that was blood-bought. It is not so “refined” as to
be without sacrifice. It is rich in suffering and pain, in mar-
tyrs’ blood, in traditions of heroic valor and in its power to
save. This man never lost sight of the Cross. He lived un-
der its shadow, but never became so accustomed to it as to
be actuated no longer by its gaunt arms and grim tragedy.
He lived in the spirit of what was probably his favorite
hymn:

“When I survey the wondrous Cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

“Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small @
Love so amazing, so divine
Demands my soul, my life, my all.”
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IRST impressions are lasting. Hard it is for one to
forget them. This is especially true of the first
meeting Ashley S. Johnson had with his preacher
boys. He was the unexpected type of individual
Many remember the embarrassment they felt in facing him.
He was a College President! Ordinarily they were poor
boys from the farm, who had never been away from home
before. And so, why should they not gratefully remember
the piercing look of blue eyes, his kindly smile, his air of
sympathetic understanding, and his encouraging words aft-
er this fashion: “My boy, if you will stay with me long
enough, the Lord will make of you a great preacher some
day!”

X

Like every other man he was in daily need of inspira-
tion for his work. This he got by constant association with
young lives given to the service of Christ. He had a splen-
did vision of the needs of the world and of the ability of
men to satisfy those needs. He estimated a man’s worth in
the light of how much good he could do for God and man.
As his eyes fell for the first time upon a poor, ill-clad, embar-
rassed boy, they seemed to have transforming power. The
prospects of the future were there. This nervousness will
give way to assurance; these immature features will become
definitely set by development of character within; this
hesitant, awkwardly-expressed desire to be a preacher will
be transformed into a burning passion for Christ! Yes, he
had imagination, and it was a great help to him.

He admired a brilliant intellect, but believed God had
a place for all types. Sometimes he was criticised for seem-
ingly wasting his time and money with poor prospects. Often
his faith was justified in developing a boy of little promise
into a strong preacher. But his great heart had another
reason. Once when urged to send away a boy, whose mind
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was somewhat deficient, he said: “One of these days I ex-
pect to stand before the great Judge. I will need His mercy
then. May be the fact that I have been a friend to this poor
boy who is almost friendless will balance up some of the
times when I have been unkind and unthoughtful.”

Again, he was hopeful for any boy because he believed
that God could do wonders where there was purpose and a
consecrated heart. He was ever mindful that in the eye of
his Lord a conscientious effort is of more value than a friv-
olous intellect, however brilliant. He believed the promise
of his Lord that talents will be increased with use. It was
simply not within his constitution to turn his back on any
boy who sincerely desired to become a preacher. The awful,
overwhelming demands of the world pressed too heavily on
his heart to permit that.

Still again, he rejoiced at the privilege of gathering
around him a group of young men to speak to them about
Jesus. To teach them of God’s love manifested in Christ; to
awaken in their youthful hearts a real appreciation of the
place of Jesus in human life and history; and to inflame
them with a desire to carry His love and saving grace even
unto the ends of the world,—this he believed to be the
greatest service he could render the race.

Truly Christ was all in all to him. He heard Him speak
to a sinful world through a sinful woman by Jacob’s well in
old Samaria: “Every one that drinketh of this water shall
thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of the water that I
shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall
give him shall become in him a well of water springing up
unto eternal life.” And Ashley S. Johnson thirsted not for
the wells of this world, over all of which have been emblaz-
oned in letters more glorious than gold with a Hand divine,
THIRST AGAIN! but he drank deep of the eternal spring of
God'’s truth in Jesus Christ. In the nearly half century of
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his Christian profession, there was no one day in which he
was satisfied with himself, but he was satisfied with the
ideals before him, with the abundant blessings of God,
constantly showered upon him, with the hope of what he
could and would become through the marvelous grace of the
Lord! How barren, how fruitless, how poor his life would
have been without Christ!

“Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
Change and decay in all around I see:
0 Thou, who changest not, abide with me!”

It was his passionate desire that Christ should be the
acknowledged King of every nation, tribe and race; the
Exemplar of moral rectitude; the personal Savior of every
man and woman beneath the circle of the sun. He worked
and prayed to hasten the day when His righteousness shall
be the standard of all judgment and His mercy and grace
the inspiration of praise and rapture in every human breast.
To him Christ was the embodiment of truth, God’s supreme
manifestation of love and goodness, and the revealer of wis-
dom, transcendent and divine. He believed that “the wis-
dom, and science, and learning of the world compared with
His, was, and is, and evermore shall be, as a glimmering
spark to a radiant star, as a glowworm of the twilight in
contrast with the splendors of a meridian sun.”

His heart throbbed as did Wesley’s when he penned:

“Thou, O Christ, art all I want;

More than all in Thee I find:
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint,
Heal the sick, and lead the blind.
“Just and holy is Thy name,
I am all unrighteousness;

Vile, and full of sin I am.
Thou art full of truth and grace.”
31
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| HE statement is often made that men learn to preach
by preaching. The same may be said of prayer.
As Dr. Bounds has expressed it: “To graduate in

the school of prayer is to master the whole course
of a religious life. The first and last stages of holy living
are crowned with praying. It is a life trade. The hin-
drances of prayer are the hindrances in a holy life. The con-
ditions of praying are the conditions of righteousness, holi-
ness, and salvation. A cobbler in the trade of praying is a
bungler in the trade of salvation. Prayer is a trade to be
learned. We must be apprentices and serve our time at it.
Painstaking care, much thought, practice and labour are
required to be a skilful tradesman in praying. Practice in
this, as well as in all other trades, makes perfect. Toiling
hands and hearts only make proficients in this heavenly
trade.”

So firmly did this godly man believe that men acquire
the ability to pray well only by intense effort that he wrote
at another time: “Prayer is a rare gift, not a popular, ready
gift. Prayer is not the fruit of natural talents; it is the
product of faith, of holiness, of deeply spiritual character.
Men learn to pray as they learn to love. Perfection in sim-
plicity, in humility, in faith—these form its chief ingre-
dients. Novices in these graces are not adepts in prayer. It
cannot be seized upon by untrained hands; graduates in
heaven’s highest school of art can alone touch its finest
keys, raise its sweetest, highest notes. Fine material, fine
finish are requisite. Master workmen are required, for
mere journeymen cannot execute the work of prayer.”

On previous pages it has been suggested that Ashley
S. Johnson possessed rare natural gifts, that he was capa-
ble of enormous labor, that, his efforts were as varied as
his talents. He was great as a writer. Few men clothe
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1. Dr. L. R. Lawson, pioneer preacher. 2. Honorable Lewis Till-
man, contributor of “A Life of Trust.” 3. John Adcock, who bap-
tized him. 4. Dr. William Mathews, author of books that encouraged
him. 5. Alexander Campbell, whose religious beliefs greatly influ-
enced him.
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their utterances in language so pregnant with spiritual
content. As a speaker he was unique; very unassuming,
informal, frank; his diction simple and his gestures natural.
But he was a great preacher.

Great in intellect! Great in faith! Great in spiritual
passion! Great as teacher, preacher, writer, organizer, and
executive! But President Ashley S. Johnson was not great-
est as any one of these. He was most sublime when he
prayed! There are no words that express his uplifting
power in public prayer. Self-consciousness flew from him;
words leaped from his heart as flames of celestial fire; his
voice seemed to be but the mouthpiece of God. How unhesi-
tantly did he unburden his heart! How mighty he was in
prayer! At no other time could be seen so clearly the great
heart of the man, his consciousness of human weaknesses,
his zeal for the Gospel, his fidelity to the right, his appre-
ciation of God’s Book, his rapture at the very Name of Jesus.

His effect on others was unspeakable. Said Prof. E. L.
Barham: “When I heard him pray I knew that I was in
the presence of a man who lived nearer God than any man I
had ever heard before." And Archibald McLean declared in
characteristic brief utterance, “Not one man in a million
can pray like Brother Johnson.” His prayers searched the
hearts of men. There were times when one’s blood pul-
sated violently, when tears forced their way to the eyes,
when a desire to cry out in ecstasy had to be choked.

He gave no conscious attention to the style of his pray-
ers. He had real disgust at the idea of memorizing them.
He gave more time to learning to pray than to anything
else, but wasted no time with the externals. He searched
deep. He developed his spiritual nature to the place it over-
flowed and cried out for expression constantly. Quite nat-
urally, because of his familiarity with the Bible, his pray-
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ers were Hebraistic in style. They were literally saturated
with choice phrases from the Word, especially from the
Psalms. He was very fond of Paul’s salutation in the
Ephesian Letter: “Now unto him that is able to do ex-
ceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, ac-
cording to the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory
in the Church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world
without end.”

It is worth the efforts of a lifetime to learn to pray as
this man did. And that is just what it cost him! He once
estimated that he had spent on the average of two hours
daily in prayer from the birth of the school. Many times
he prayed individually for each member of the Old Guard
for days at a time. In recent years this list has numbered
more than twenty-five hundred names. Often he carried in
his pocket a list of choice friends for whom he prayed at
odd moments. He lived in the atmosphere of prayer. He
paused for a moment when moved by a touching incident.
He prayed with the boys when they began work; if diffi-
culty arose between two of them, he called them together
to pray with them. He prayed in his home, in the Chapel,
in the Upper Room, or as he moved about the farm from
one task to another. His access to God’s great Throne
was never barred. He felt the beauty and freedom of close
walk with God. Prayer to him was not drudgery, not an
ordeal to go through, not a sanctimonious recitation of
choice phrases. His very life was a benediction. He re-
mained light-hearted and cheerful. Not infrequently he
lifted his face heavenward with a radiant smile lighting
his features. In a large measure did he heed the Apostolic
injunction to “pray without ceasing.” S. D. Gordon’s strik-
ing statement concerning the praying of Jesus is applicable
to him:
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“It was not only his regular habit, but his resort in
every emergency however slight or serious. When perplexed
he prayed. When hard pressed by work he prayed. When
hungry for fellowship he found it in prayer. He chose his
associates and received his message upon his knees. If
tempted, he prayed. If criticised, he prayed. If fatigued
in body or wearied in spirit, he had recourse to his one un-
failing habit of prayer. Prayer brought him unmeasured
powder at the beginning, and kept the flow unbroken and un-
diminished. There was no emergency, no difficulty, no
necessity, no temptation that would not yield to prayer, as
he practiced it.”
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JFSHLEY S. Johnson was mighty in prayer, indeed,
one of the greatest men of prayer of his own
generation. He was great because he worked at
it as few men have the determination and will to do.

He believed that persistent prayer was the most strenuous
toil to which any man could subject himself. He literally
labored with God in insistence and determination that his
prayers should be answered. So wonderful was his life in
this respect that it is worthy of being thoughtfully studied.

It hardly need be suggested that Ashley S. Johnson was
a conscientious Christian man of the highest type. He
condoned no evils. His speech was free from the slightest
intimation of vulgarity. He told many anecdotes, but they
were free from any trace of impropriety. Beyond any doubt
purity of life such as he manifested is one of the first es-
sentials to successful praying. Found over and over again
in the writings of saintly George Muller is the quotation,
“If T regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.”
And it was Jesus who said, “Blessed are the pure in heart
for they shall see God.”

Furthermore, President Johnson was scrupulously
honest. When a stamp was sent to him to be used for one
purpose, he threw it away rather than use it for something
else. In advertising he took pains to state the facts exactly
as they were and to avoid giving a wrong inference con-
cerning anything. He never cheapened his work by adopt-
ing the policy that the end justifies the means. He per-
formed his Christian duties in the light of the life of Jesus
Christ in whom he found no fault at all. His life was pure
and sincere. He was a good man!

Ashley S. Johnson sought first of all the Kingdom of
God. Sheer necessity urged him to it. He abandoned this
world like unto the apostle Paul, who suffered the loss of all
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things, counting them as refuse, for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ. He once tersely stated: “Herein is
the secret of my success: profound convictions; absolute
self-abandonment for Christ.”

He was unselfish. He was convinced that God would not

answer selfish prayers. Concerning the purpose which ac-
tuated him to begin his great work of prayer, he said: “I
had a purpose. It was not self-formed, and it was not sel-
fish. I had plenty for myself and wife. I had no selfish ends
to serve. Indeed I was shouldering a load and making my-
self a servant of others in a sense for which there is and can
be no material compensation. My life was one of comfort.
I had all a Christian man could reasonably desire, and was
exerting a wide influence through my correspondence work,
and had recently been honored by Hiram College with the
degree, Master of Arts, and by Christian University with
the degree, Doctor of Laws. Selfishness would have urged
me to continue as I was. My life was a long summer day.
Why enter upon a work that would make me a slave and
perhaps—doubt is always present—involve me in finan-
cial ruin? And I want you to remember that then I liked
ease as well as any one. You may doubt my wisdom. You
may call me a crank or a fanatic. You may call me a mild
lunatic. You may accuse me of almost any kind of motive,
but a man who abandons a life of comparative case, and
even affluence, and goes into a work which absorbs him
body, soul, spirit and time, and which, in its very nature
cannot give—for it has not to give—more than a bare liv-
ing, cannot be accused of selfishness by a man who cares to
look the facts squarely and honestly in the face.”

The prayer life of Ashley S. Johnson rested on the firm
basis of God’s Word. The Old and New Testaments unite in
declaring that God’s servants have always been prayerful,
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that their greatest achievements were the fruits of pray-
er. The high-water marks of human history, both sacred
and profane, have been reached by those who placed their
hands in the hand of God in implicit trust and claimed His
promises. The life of Jesus Christ was marvelous from ev-
ery viewpoint known to man, but greatest of all in prayer-
ful communion with God. It was the belief of President
Johnson that taken in all of its fullness, possibly the most
remarkable passage in the Bible was the statement from
the writer of Hebrews concerning Jesus: “Who in the days
of his flesh, having offered up prayers and supplications
with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save
him from death, and having been heard for his godly fear,
though he was a Son, yet learned obedience by the things
which he suffered; and having been made perfect, he be-
came unto all them that obey him the author of eternal
salvation;, named of God a high priest after the order of
Melchizedek.” Marvelous indeed beyond expression the
thought that Jesus, the Son of God, the Saviour of the world,
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Wonderful Counsellor,
the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace, should overcome the trials of this world by “strong
crying and tears!”

Knowing, therefore, that God’s mighty prophets have
always been prayerful, and that Jesus by His own life and
teaching gave to the world its highest conception of that
holy art, Ashley S. Johnson sought to be mighty in prayer
beyond any other aspiration. He might have said with
Henry Martyn: “After all, whatever God may appoint, pray-
er is the great thing. Oh! that I may be a man of prayer!”

He studied God’s Book to find His promises. He seem-
ed to know them all “by heart,” so intensive was his search!
He accepted them literally. He believed that they were true
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and would vindicate themselves if given opportunity. And
so, he pleaded them, calling upon God to justify his faith
by hearing and answering him. He was convinced that he
was always answered in the way that was best for him. He
was fond of the statement of Adoniram Judson, the great
herald of the Cross in Burmah, who said: “I never prayed
sincerely and earnestly for anything, but it came at some
time,—no matter how distant a day,—somehow, in some
shape, probably the last I should have devised, it came.”

Ashley S. Johnson was a mystici He was a dreamer!
He was great in spiritual life! But he kept his feet upon the
ground! He was a very complete man; his life was well
rounded and balanced. He never became a fanatic! His
faith was mingled with, yea, manifested through his works.
He prayed as if everything depended upon God and worked
as if everything depended upon himself. However mystical
he may have been or however spiritual his interpretation
of God’s work may have become, he remained attached to
this world, feeling its needs and working with his hands
and brain for its betterment. He is the author of the fol-
lowing statements:

We work as if everything depends upon work;
We trust as if everything depends upon trust;
We believe as if everything depends upon faith;
We pray as if everything depends upon prayer;
We wait as if everything depends upon waiting.

He was an humble man. He fully appreciated choice
associates, but was equally interested in the mediocre class
of men, being approachable by all. He was by nature free
from affectation and pride. A lifetime study of Jesus Christ
portrayed to him the dignity of humility and the precious-
ness of kindness. He sought greatness only as a servant.
There were times when he was misunderstood; and under-

39



STANDING ON THE PROMISES

standing must precede appreciation. He spoke and wrote un-
hesitatingly of the work that he had accomplished. But his
purpose was not to emphasize himself; rather to glorify
God who works mightily in men. On the fly-leaf of his Bi-
ble he had written: “Do not forget Jeremiah nine, twenty-
three and twenty-four,” “Thus saith the Lord, Let not the
wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches:
but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth
and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise loving
kindness, judgment and righteousness, in the earth: for in
these things I delight, saith the Lord.”

The power of his prayers was not his own. It trans-
cended anything earthly for he prayed in the Name that is
above every name in Heaven and on Earth. In spirit he was
in unison with Spurgeon when he prayed: “Lord Jesus,
cause me to know in my daily experience the glory and
sweetness of Thy Name, and then teach me how to use it in
my prayer, so that I may be even like Israel, a prince pre-
vailing with God. Thy Name is my passport, and secures
me access; Thy Name is my plea, and secures me answer;
Thy Name is my honour and secures me glory. Blessed
Name, Thou are honey in my mouth, music in my ear,
heaven in my heart, and all in all to all my being!”

It may he said that Ashley S. Johnson prayed Scrip-
turally. He was God-like in manner of life; he was pure,
humble, and consecrated. He prayed in faith. He in-
corporated the words of Christ in his heart. He lived
in Him. He prayed in His precious Name. He sought
God’s will. But this is not all. He prayed importunately
and persistently. It was his belief that in this particular
most Christians fall short. It is not difficult to teach peo-
ple to say a few words before God on bended knee and with
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humble soul; it is not difficult to teach a man to utter even
an eloquent prayer in the presence of God. But to set an ob-
ject before one to work and pray toward constantly, until
the end is attained, and with it the testimony that God still
interferes in the affairs of men, is entirely a different mat-
ter.

Prayer is no royal road to achievement; no substitute
for hard work. It must be lifted above the realm of magic.
Any notion of prayer not surcharged with the idea of im-
portunity. persistence and faithfulness is not in keeping
with the prayer life of Jesus Christ. To remain faithful,
though the very heavens above seem as brass; to plead
through darkness and light, sunshine and shadow, joy and
sorrow, until the answer comes,—that is the kind of pray-
ing Jesus taught. He wurged this constantly. He gave two
very specific illustrations. He told of a woman’s triumph
with an unrighteous judge when he was not interested other
than being free from her troubling. And this He spoke
toward the end that men “ought always to pray, and not
to faint.” The other case was like unto it: Though a man
will not arise from his bed to give loaves to a neighbor be-
cause he is a friend, “yet because of his importunity he
will arise and give him as many as he needeth.”

God rewards the faithful. He requires that His chil-
dren pray importunately. So did Ashley S. Johnson pray.
So did he develop in his convictions and power of prayer.
And God answered him!
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RAYER and faith are Siamese twins,” says Dr.
Bounds. “One heart animates them both. Faith
is always praying. Prayer is always believing.

Faith must have a tongue by which it can speak.
Prayer is the tongue of faith. Faith must receive. Prayer
is the hand of faith stretched out to receive. Prayer must
rise and soar. Faith must give prayer wings to rise and
soar. Prayer must have an audience with God. Faith opens
the door, and access and audience are given. Prayer asks.
Faith lays its hand on the thing asked for.” The same
writer connects prayer, and consequently faith, with the
promises of God in the following striking figures: “Prom-
ises are God’s golden fruit to be plucked by the hand of
prayer. Promises are God’s incorruptible seed, to be sown
and tilled by prayer.”

The priceless promises, unwavering faith in their valid-
ity, importunate prayer to God who gave them—these are
elements interwoven and essential to the life of him who
stands upon the promises of God. Perhaps—beyond doubt
—there are other essentials in successful praying. But un-
questionably these are basic. God’s promises must be
known and recognized; they must be believed; they must
be claimed and pleaded. To do all of this, certain conditions
must be met as ordained. One’s heart must be right, his
purpose must be holy, his desires must be unselfish, his
petition must be according to given standard. But these
latter things are simply elements in the successful plead-
ing of promises that must first of all be believed.

Wondrous are the promises. The most remarkable
ones were made by Jesus Himself. Witness a few of them:
“And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing,
ye shall receive.” “All things whatsoever ye pray and ask
for, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.”
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“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find,
knock, and it shall be opened unto you: for every one that
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him
that knocketh it shall be opened.” “And whatsoever ye
shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask anything- in my
name, that will I do.” “If ye abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done
unto you.” “Verily, verily, I say unto you, If ye shall ask
anything of the Father, he will give it you in my name.
Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye
shall receive, that your joy may be made full.”

Who dares to limit the “WHATSOEVER” or ‘ALL
THINGS” of Jesus? Who dares to apply these promises to
the Apostolic Age alone? In face of the facts we believe
that R. A. Torrey's statement is credulous: “Prayer can
do anything that God can do, and as God can do anything,
prayer is omnipotent.” Robert Hall, Britain’s gifted preach-
er, expressed about the same thought in the words: “The
prayer of faith is the only power in the universe to which
the great Jehovah yields. Prayer is the sovereign remedy.”
The promises are “exceeding great and precious!”

The promises must be believed. Unbelief has never
been, by its very nature can never be, constructive. It stands
to faith as darkness to light, merely a negation of what is.
To believe is to see, to feel and to achieve! Faith illuminates
the promises; it makes them pregnant with meaning; it
assures the true-seeker that God has not left His world to
its own volition. “The eyes of the Lord are over righteous
and His ears are open to their cry.” Faith in God’s promises
are essential to their development in human life and ex-
perience.
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The promises of God must be pleaded—pleaded insist-
ently, perseveringly and believingly. By standing upon
them is not meant a dormant state of inactivity, but a de-
termined effort to trust in them for the accomplishment of
God’s purpose in us; to cling to them through persecution,
hardship and struggle; to find in them comfort and peace
and plenty; and to experience in their fulfilment the vindi-
cation of God’s testimony concerning Himself!

Furthermore, God has not rested prayer upon theory.
Jesus came as the perfect example of believing prayer.
Marvelous the thought that He who made all things and
in whom all things consist, emptied Himself of His glory,
becoming wholly dependent, in order to exemplify the life
of implicit trust. He turned His back upon things men
crave most, declaring that treasure in heaven is the desira-
ble investment. He scorned the high places of this world,
declaring that the meek shall inherit the earth. He who
was from everlasting, who thought all things into being,
projected into this world’s thought the conception of the
Fatherhood of God and daily communed with Him, declar-
ing that “men ought always to pray.”

Was Jesus a Man of Prayer? Did He live by faith?
Did He stand upon God’s promises? Behold Him as He
trudged His way wearily through this world’s sorrow, resist-
ing not His enemies and considering not the shame of His
low estate; as He gathered to Himself a dozen men who
should fill the world with His Evangel; as he healed dis-
eases, raised the dead and ministered to the needy; and as
He received messages of commendation on the mountain-
tops. He was praying when the heavens opened and the
Holy Spirit came upon Him following His baptism; He
prayer all night previous to the selection of His Apostles;
He prayed under the shadow of Hermon previous to Peter’s
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confession of the supreme truth of history; He prayed on
the Mount of His transfiguration glory; He prayed for the
glorification of His Father's Name on earth and for the
coming of the Comforter; He prayed for His disciples, that
they might be kept from the world; in the Garden of His
sorrow and on the Cross of His suffering He continued to
pray! And were His prayers answered? Thrice a heaven-
ly voice of approval came; the glory of His eternal exist-
ence was shown and His perpetual authority established
when “His face did shine as the sun” and “His raiment be-
came white and dazzling;” in the sorest hour of His earthly
night an angel came to strengthen Him for His supreme
gift to the race He came to save. Luke, who portrays the
perfect Man, gives at least eleven instances when Jesus
prayed. From a casual glance one may note that He pray-
ed, that He prayed often, that He was constantly in the spir-
it of prayer, that He felt the need of prayer, that He loved
to pray, that He received the greatest blessings of His life
through prayer, that His prayers were always heard and
answered.

At heart most people are more or less pragmatic. While
a Christian man cannot consistently believe that every-
thing is expedient that works, it is an evident fact that any
theory which always fails when conscientiously tested is of
no value. Do these Christian centuries give testimony to
The Life of Trust so clearly enunciated throughout the en-
tire Bible and exemplified in the Person of Jesus the Christ?
To raise his question is to answer it. Early in Apostolic
Days a dying Christian, in looking into heaven to see the
face of God and in praying for His persecutors, paved the
way of trust for the millions who followed in “his train.”
The: reform movements of this world have been born in its
“inner chambers.” Luther prayed most when time was
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most taken; Wesley by prayer gave spiritual passion to a
nation in moral lethargy; a great Scotchman cried heaven-
ward, “Give me Scotland or I die!” The epoch-making mis-
sionaries have been pre-eminently men of prayer. Adoniram
Judson Dbelieved that he was always answered; William
Taylor and Henry Martyn prayed their way through all
manner of difficulties; and the cold body of David Living-
stone was found in kneeling posture. Scan these Christian
centuries for their mighty preachers, and behold men whose
messages knew the warmth, the fullness, the power and the
glory of the eternal God.

The words of Campbell Morgan are compelling: “To be
told that not one or two; but hundreds, thousands, tens of
thousands of human beings, not of one age or temperament
or geographical position; but in every age, of all tempera-
ments and from every clime, through weeks and months
and years and decades and centuries and millenniums, have
all been deceived, is to be asked to believe something far
more incredible than anything which Christianity affirms
as true. If the testimony of seers, prophets, psalmists,
saints, confessors and martyrs is all to go for nothing; yet
may God help me to share their delusion, for it has been a
glorious delusion and the dynamic by which all of the best
work of the centuries has been done.”
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The history of Johnson Bible College reads like a continua-
tion of that wonderful "Faith Chapter,” the eleventh of Hebrews.
--Ashley S. Johnson
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A CHILD OF FAITH AND PRAYER

O AOHNSON Bible College is but the shadow of
a man; the child of his great faith and
prayerful life. It is a tangible reality; a
living testimony of the fact that God is yet
prayer-hearing and prayer-answering.
Lured by the gleam of God’s golden
promises, in faith it has launched through dense fogs of
philosophic speculation over the deep seas of human ex-
perience. It has passed through straits of doubt, been
swept by undercurrents of ignorance and misrepresenta-

tion and threatened by dark clouds of spiritual blindness.
But it has weathered the storms of the years. Guided by
the strong arm of loyalty to God, it has steered clear of the
gulfs of skeptical rationalism and unwarranted criticism
and the vast oceans of destructive materialism.

It has not swerved from its original purpose, the train-
ing of men to preach the Gospel. It yet reflects the faithful
life that gave it birth. Holy ideals, plans and aspirations
abide with it. It seeks to teach men to believe more deeply
in God; to awaken realization of greater possibilities of life;
to inspire a more intense zeal for service; to lift life and
deepen spirituality; to make all things subordinate and sub-
servient to the salvation of men from sin; to have part in
the coronation of Jesus Christ as Lord of all!
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THE UNCLOUDED DAY

O they tell me of a home far beyond the skies.
O they tell me of a home far away;

O they tell me of a home where no storm-clouds rise,
O they tell me of an unclouded day.

O they tell me of a home where my friends have gone,
O they tell me of that land far away;

Where the tree of life in eternal bloom
Sheds its fragrance thro’ the unclouded day.

O they tell me of a King in His beauty there,
And they tell me that mine eyes shall behold,
Where He sits on the throne that is whiter than snow,
In the city that is made of gold.

O they tell me that He smiles on His children there.
And His smile drives their sorrows all away;
And they tell me that no tears ever come again,
In that lovely land of unclouded day.

Many times President Johnson declared that this hymn—
at least its inspiring- sentiment—was responsible for his work
of faith as developed in Johnson Bible College.
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This one thing I do.
--Paul



PURPOSE

OHNSON Bible College is dedicated and con-
secrated to the training of young men for
the ministry. It has never had any other
purpose, and it never can have unless it
breaks faith with its traditions. It believes
in secular education, in scientific investiga-

tion, in the broadening of Christian influences, but for its
own part adheres to a singleness of aim that came to a man
who was a careful student of the Apostle Paul who said,
“This one thing I do.” The inscriptions on this institution
are interesting to visitors. Over the entrance into the
Main Building have been inscribed the words, “The Poor
Have the Gospel Preached unto Them,” and by the side of
the same entrance are these words, “Open Day and Night
to the Poor Young Man Who Desires Above Every Other
Desire to Preach the Gospel of Christ.”

The institution has remained true to these inscrip-
tions. It has emphasized at all times its belief that the
preaching of the Gospel is the greatest work in the world.
And it has presented an Open Door from which no young
man of purpose has been turned away because of lack of
pecuniary means.

The words of Jesus are always noteworthy. Each ut-
terance that fell from His lips was of superlative value to
His own generation and to the ages that have followed Him.
In prophetic grandeur He declared, “Heaven and Earth shall
pass away but my words shall not pass away.” It was He
who said, “The poor have the Gospel preached unto them.”
The situation which provoked these words was an interest-
ing one. John—“the voice crying in the wilderness”—be-
came doubtful behind prison walls. He sent his disciples to
the Master, asking if He were the One who should come, or
if they should look for another. As was so often His cus-
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tom, Jesus did not answer them directly. He cited the facts
and called upon them to draw their own conclusions. The
message sent to John was a convincing one: “Go and show
John again those things which ye do hear and see: The
blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the
poor have the Gospel preached unto them.”

It is interesting to note that Jesus should place with
these miraculous deeds the preaching of the Gospel to the
poor. Happy the thought that He who is the King of Heaven
and Earth should mingle with the lowly, drop His deeds of
mercy upon the hearts of the needy, and entrust His pre-
cious utterances to those who are poor! This is the
thought that moved Ashley S. Johnson to build a Bible Col-
lege to train poor young men to preach the Gospel to the
poor.

Johnson Bible College in its peculiar life and growth
has been little less than miraculous. Now as in the time
of Jesus the poor, the needy, and the humble are often over-
looked. It seems far easier to secure help in erecting some
great material structure than in supplying the needs of an
institution that is for the most part spiritual in its endeavor.
Many were the days when Ashley S. Johnson carried alone
the burden of raising thousands of dollars in order to avoid
bankruptcy. But though his prayers remained unanswer-
ed when the very heavens above him seemed to be as brass,
he was steadfast, immovable, abounding in the Lord. He
had set his hand to the plow; the thought of turning back
never entered his mind. He had pledged himself to support
and educate a hundred men for the ministry and felt duty-
bound to stand by them. By performing the tasks of sev-
eral men, maintaining an intensive interest in the work that
was his to do, and keeping faith in God and men, he was
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able to succeed slowly but surely. One, who studies his
life sympathetically, will have little trouble understanding
why Jesus of Nazareth should speak of preaching to the
poor in the same context with the performing of miracu-
lous deeds.

Cases constantly are arising wherein the institution
would seen justified in admitting those who have not
definitely pledged themselves to become preachers. To
many the position of the college may seem narrow and un-
sympathetic. But when the friends of God are promised
that each dollar they invest in this work is to be used toward
the end of making more and better preachers of the Word,
the obligation comes heavy upon one’s conscience to see
that that thing is done. “Honesty is the best policy” —at
all times, the sage has said. How urgent, therefore, the ob-
ligation that those who profess faith in Christ and seek
to inculcate into the hearts of others His faultless principles
of conduct, measure up to a high standard themselves!
Johnson Bible College, because of its avowed purpose, is
not at liberty to do other than turn aside anyone who is
not supremely interested in spreading the Gospel of Christ.






RELIGIOUS TEACHING



In essentials, unity; in opinions, liberty; in all things, charity.
—Slogan of Church of Christ



RELIGIOUS TEACHING

OHNSON Bible College is true to its name—
it is in the fullest sense of the word a Bi-
ble College. Approximately one-fourth of
its College work is done in the Bible. It
makes no apology for the emphasis it
throws in that direction. The preacher
of the Gospel must be so trained if he is to serve

the Kingdom fittingly. From an educational standpoint,—
to say nothing of the religious, ethical or moral,—the Bible
is the supreme Text. The miracle of the ages in its circula-
tion, in its life despite repeated attempts to destroy it, in
its translation into an inconceivable number of tongues and
dialects, in its adaptability to all of the races and tempera-
ments of men, it demands the consideration of every
thoughtful person. It reveals the Master Teacher, the Per-
sonality from whom time looks forward and backward and
in whom the plans of God are consummated for the redemp-
tion of the world. The Author of no book, but the Personal-
ity that has inspired the highest tributes of love, the loftiest
expressions of fidelity and devotion and the grandest
gems of literature! He made no laboratory investiga-
tions nor scientific explorations, but declared by example
and teaching that truth is mighty, and challenged man-
kind to find freedom, contentment and redemption beneath
its everlasting arms! He composed no hymn, but angels
sang at His birth, and the highest sentiments of human

hearts have sought expression in the immortal hymns of

Zion as He marches onward to become King of Kings and
Lord of Lords! He painted no picture, but the supreme

artists of the ages have retraced their steps to the Manger
in Bethlehem and to the Cross of Calvary, to find the shrines

for their labors and the objects of their art and devotion!
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The institution has held rigidly to sound religious
faith. Its loyalty to God and the Bible has never been ser-
iously questioned. From the current catalogue is quoted
the following;:

We believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God
from cover to cover. We believe that holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit in olden times.
We believe in the Deity of Jesus, that He was and is the
Son of God. We believe that He was born of a virgin, lived
absolutely free from sin, was acclaimed to be the Son of
God by the Father Himself, was crucified for the sins of the
world, and was raised in victorious Resurrection. We be-
lieve that He is the fulfillment of prophecy, the High Priest
of the New Covenant and the Author and Finisher of our
faith. We believe that His Name is above every name,
that only through His death and suffering has salvation
come to man, and that His Gospel alone contains the light
to guide humanity into everlasting life. We believe that
He was in the bosom of the Father, that He came to show
us the love of God, that He was invested with perpetual au-
thority through the ages and that He expressed this au-
thority in the Great Commission. We believe that He as-
cended up on high, that He sits upon the throne of media-
tion and will sit there until the work of redemption is done,
as far as the earth is concerned, and that then He will
come in judgment.

We believe and teach also that the New Testament
Church was intensely evangelistic, that the Gospel is a
dynamic Message and that all men everywhere who learn
of Him are commanded to consider themselves as servants
to the fullest capacity possible. We believe that the Great
Commission—“Go ye therefore and make disciples of all
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the nations”—was given first to the Apostles, but that it
is applicable and binding upon men of every age. We con-
sequently insofar as possible endeavor to instil within the
hearts of the young men who come this way the spirit of
New Testament Evangelism.
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