REPRINT OF THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER
PUBLISHER’S STATEMENT

[t is our conviction that the writings of such men as Barton W.
Stone and others who contributed from the fields of labor into
the pages of The Christian Messenger, constitute some of the
richest and most significant material this side of the New Testa-
ment.

The Christian Messenger reprint represents the combined
efforts of hundreds of people. First, locating a complete set to
photograph was a long search—a job we never attained! So far
as our several months’ research revealed, there is no extant
complete set of these books in any one collection. Our work of
photo reproduction was accomplished through “a little here, a
little there,” working from the basic set graciously made avail-
able by Roscoe Pierson, Librarian, Lexington Theological Sem-
inary, Lexington, Kentucky. Among others helping in tracing
down and supplying original copies were Enos Dowling (Lincoln
Bible College), Lester Galbraith (Christian Theological Semi-

nary), R. L. Roberts (Abilene Christian University), and Don
DeWelt (Ozark Bible College), Wm. B. Miller (Presbyterian
Historical Society), and David McWhirter, (Disciples of Christ
Historical Society).

Especially grateful are we to R. L. Roberts, first for his urging
that we coordinate the reprinting of the set, and second for pro-
ducing a general index to the entire series. This required long
hours of reviewing articles on his microfilm copy and assigning
appropriate titles. The original indices at the end of each vol-
ume, as the reader will observe, were vague and inadequate.
The general index is at the end of volume 14.

Sincere appreciation is expressed also to the hundreds who
have entrusted us at Star Bible with their orders, a vote of con-
fidence that gave us renewed courage and strength. We pray
that these men of the early Restoration Movement will be duly
honored, that many wise men will be led to their Savior, and that
Jehovah’s Name may be glorified through His Church now and
evermore.

Alvin Jennings
Star Bible Publications
Dec., 1978 Fort Worth, Texas 76118
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Tur CHRISTIAN MESSENGER is published monthly at
One DoLraRr a year, or for I2 numbers, if paid un the recepiion
of the first numher—or §1 25, if paid within six months. Tiey
who procure eight suiscribers, and remit the meney to the di-
tors, shall have one volume for their trouble. The postage to
be paid by the subscriters. The postage of each numberis 1%
cents tinder ¥ miles. and 24 cents over Y0C miles,

S e D ~ P el te

IN CuDUC DU,

Once more the CHRISTIAN MESSKENGER Las comnien-
ced his tour through the United “tates, bearug our vest views
of *iospel Truth, and the best intelhigence the Editors can col-
lect respecting the advancement ot the Redeemer’s kingdom.
The favoranle reception of the Messenger generally, iu time

"past, has encouraged hun to perseverance in his fatigues and

toils. !is untiring efforts, it is hoped, will remuuerate ins pet-
ror:s and friends for their kind atteniions to him. Tiougi u-uch
opposition he has travelled for five years; yet not discouieged.
aft:r a short relaxation, he starts azain. Ve shail exert vur-
selves to send to our friends vy Lim, that which shall te profita-
ble to themn in time and eternity. The Messeiger will hear
one-L.ird more of malter than iormerly, for the san:e price. if
paid oa the delivery of this first number. Ve promise sotiaug
farther; but will leave the puvlic to judge for themsclves.
2 Erirogs.

The very worthy, pious and azle Fditor of the Christian Mes-
senger and myself. have united our efforts in preparing and pre-
senllsg that peri-dical to the public. ‘' hether 1 shall render
auy eificient or valua:le service to the eause of reformation. re-
mains to be develuped. Alrcady the alarm is sonuded, aid as-
tonishment seems to be excited in the minds of scrin, how per-
30ns professing the one l.ord, onec faith and one immersien, &e.
%an meet upon the King's highway. recognize eech sthier as.
Sqldlers of the cross, embrace each other as -3« ¢ 2l so0e,
k‘"gd"ﬂﬂ;- and determine to press alone ' wara for the piige.
recardless of foes on the right baud or the seils
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All those who profess to be astonished, will be convinced,
sooner or later, of ti:e imbecility of all human dicesr bnd
Christians together, and that the word of GGoa alone ¢ga do it.

Keepiug 1n memory the great land maris of the Hirg of
Kings, such as “Call no man maste r’'—* Be pruderi g¢ serpents
ana harirnless as doves”—When yjou are reviled, revile vot wgain™
—1{ you continue in iy werd. you sball kuow oi the doctrine
whethier 1t te of fod.”” &e. &c.—1 pledge the exertion of iny
humbhle powers in clearing away the cop-webs of speculation—
in suppressitg corjectnre—in discardiug from religior: all the
" traditions and philosopliy of men—avd in ernforcing the indis-
pensable necessily of an iz.mediate return to tiie word of Gred.
Inspiration has recorded of that word, that it is *‘pure, conver-

ting the soul;”’ and of the testimony, “that it is sure, making ~~ Whose bosoms are filled with a spirit of freedom aund inguiry—

wise the simple.” :
In our attempts to cficct so desirahle an object, we shall use

all the .means known to us as sanctioned by the law and the
testimony. : : '

We are well aware, we have to encounter, in this noblest and
best of all enterprizes, the deep rooted prejudices of many of the
pious, as well as the rancorous ¢pposition of worldly minded pro-
fessors; but we prefer thie plandit of ‘*well done good and faithful
servant,” frem him who spake as never man spake, to all the
temporal honors the world could bestow. In time orin eternity,
to Jesus onr King. every kr:ee shall bow, and every tongue shall
confess. He knows thesecrets of the heart; and at the last loud

eal of the trumpet, the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of
God and come forth—Those who Lave done guod will be saluted
with the cheering welcome, “Come ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world”—whilst the wicked, whether clotbed in purple or Priestly
robes, will he mer with the appalling declaration, ‘‘depart from
me ye cursed 1nto everlasting fire, prepared for the Devil and
his angels.” |

i'hey who undertake to benefit mankind through the medium
of a religious journal, assume a bigh and responsible station.
Much good or much injury may be effected. If the heart is
properly imbued with the spirit of christianity, and the word of
God duly appreciated. no danger need he apprehended; but so
soon as the demon spirit of party hasgained the ascendency, the

reverse is the inevitable consequence. .

I e

A ESSENGER. 5

{reafs it with Iess regard than Uie word of men? Where are the
friends of God’s word, and the {oes of huwan traditions? |a/ho
will iend a helpuug hand in this glorious struggle for christian
freedom? We need not expect assistance fromn those who are
bound to a system which supports them, and ministers to teir
amhition in lording it over God’s heritage; nor from theose who
are fearful of human power; nor these who love the praise of
men more than the praise of God, and who hug the chains which
bind them; nor froin 'those who hear through otlers ears, and
see througn others eyes—wlo fear the decrees of Churclhes,
Syncds, Uvuncils, &c.—who suppose they bhave learnt all that is
necessary to enable them to assume the key, and lock the door
against neretics. But we have every thing to hope from these

?>——

who feel the love of tiod reigning, ruling and infuencing ali
their actions—who are determined to obey'God rather than
man, and cousent to bave their names cast out as evil. ‘The spi-
rit of gratitude, love and freedom, which inspired the heart of
the youug man upon bis restoration to sight, and the slavish spirit
of his parents, are striking and admonitory contrasts, He w ho
' ‘has ears to hear, let him hear! ; . :

So long as we are the slaves of prejudices and the reiguing
Priesthood, our eyes are veiled and blinded to the mosi ol?vioué
truths; and the slightest observation of men and things will die-

-cover that it is far easier to teach an impartial mind thé most

difficult proposition, than to free on i judi
most pal;?abl‘:e ahsur,dities. RS S iEed o b
‘-ﬁeﬁare‘ frequently astonished at the tenacity and obstinacy of
Inenin clinging to the chains which bind them in slavery. 'T'his
trait of character has been exhibited, more or less, 1n a]l.ages ka'
the world Even during the American Revolutio;l. when free-
.dom was held out as the prize, to allure the captives fromn their
chains, there were thousands who preferred their fetters. If
such a case excites our astonishment, what language can give
;Jlf(t):,rance; to our fe_ze!mgs of regret, when we see thousands of
- e prq essing religion, refusing to become the freemen of the
ng.of Kings and Lord of [.ords. ‘“there the Spirit of the
Liord 18, there is hiherty. Perfect Jove casts out fear The
hie Iame of J esus 15 more desirable than urnrldqpilpﬂ_nn‘ worlds:

b ]
out a sectarian lmman_gz,mcLiS—aﬁ—iﬂs-ul.-t—fa—the—Kiﬂ He wio™
€ the Lord at his word—to obey him rather:

ir}i'ﬂ‘g to

Delicate as the undertaking is, we have ventured on the en-
gagement, with a determined resolution to regard the word of
od as the sole authority and standard of faith and conduct.

We well know that thousands will, in theory, acknowledge
this principle, who yet bow to their creed or confession of faith;
ilis abscuring the wisdom and goodness of God by the philoso-
phy and traditions of men. Here an important enquiry arises—

ow shall we rid ourselves of this false philosophy—this glossing
and abscuring the plain word of God—this irreverent spirit whick

—the s w

+ ni'—m'e— 7 ey i = =

;l}:;s Lifs D_a?:ie?g?t tht}‘fpt_ani _Uf every thing which is held dear in

3m0ng‘st,the so}d’en Uf ll.fe itself, is not wor?hy to be ranked
S etiver ier.s Okhlm wa) groaned a_m_j died upon the cross

e nii;i;hw iose last prayer petl‘tlon-ajd for forgiveness

respected as it s) SHoReLbe ord Of Ged is reverenced snd
. ~Pected as i{should be, and the truth is received in the love of

if, the spirit :
& opin of fr EEdQIMr‘_ilL_!;a_thﬁ_necassa.@.. result—Fhep—wik
all the fu] 93-1;' down in its mighty march, every existing error--
alse philesophy of this speculating, sermonizioz age.
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‘Those who have met on the King’s high way, the word of the

living (xod, which remains forever, and will jndge us at the ldst
day, have much to do. * We should” constantly éxhibif-in our
lives, that wisdem which comes from aboye, which 18 plirgy gen~ -
' tle, easy to’be entreated, full of wercy and geod fruits, whilst
the truth is presented 1o all becoming toldness, thouzh it:should
pierce deeply and cause the hearts of the enemy to ¢verflow with
*bitterness and ‘malice;, We need not fear when we take the
sword of the Spirit; tempered as it 1s with love divine. ‘Thuswe'
shall bave the Lord on our side, and may expect his: blessing,:
- But if we depart from his word in practice or otherwise, we can-
~ ‘pot hope for his protection. If the cause of religion - could tai--
Aimph without an union of truth and practice, the intercessory’.
_prayer of our Saviour would be unavailing. He prays for the’
ity of Christians, that the world might believe that the Fatlier
" had sent him. &c.: ‘Let it be éngraven on every Christian’s mind,
. that he who does most to unite the followers of Jesus, favors most
" the conversion of the world—and he who does most i opposition
.o such union, does most in opposition {0 the will.of_the i iug,
‘and against the conversion of the world. 1f we could but see a
‘hundred human bodies attached tp-one head, we should be hor-
ror struck at the sight of such ¥ mounster. Apply this to the
presefit religious bodies, professing to have one head, with the
- different spirits aniinating those hodies) and .tlien judge. you,.
- -what hope there may be of cony ‘rting the world, whilst these
" sects'remain.  Come out of hier my’ people, saith thé Lord. -

" Oh! t'hat we may read the word of God td find bis will and do.
ity for there is his wisdonr, .power and goodness exhibited. 1f
we were to tremble at that word, there would not be so many

. gold; indifferent, worldly minded Christians. ~Let us awake out

of sleep—Cry aloud and spare not, theugh it. may cosi.the sever-
ing of the dearest earthly ties. Choose-whom you will serve;.

3. T JOHNSON.

\
.

- God oF man. .
% UNION Oi UARISTTANS.

We atre happy to announce to our brethren, and to the world,
the union of Christians in fact in our couiftry. A few mionths
ago the Reforming Baptists, (knowh invidiously. by-the ‘name of
Campbellites,) and the Christians, 10 Georgetown and the neigh-
borhood, agreed to meet and.worship together. W e soen found
that we were indeed in the same spirit, on the same foundation,
‘the Néw Testament, and wore the same name, Christioii.© We:
saw no reason why we should not be the same faniily. - The Lord
confirmed this uoion by his presence; for a good number was
- soon added to, the Cburch. - W e agreed to have =2 four days mee-
ting on Christmas in Georgetown, and on New-Year's day at,
Lexington, for the same length of time, A great many Kilders,
"Peachers and Brethren of both descriptions, assembled together,
- and worsliipped together in. one spirit, and with one accord..
- Neyer did we wituess more love, union, and harmony, than was

"

= :‘:l‘me‘,‘-' 7 BN e s b, AT L ‘ nd “
< fheimaersion, jnto the name of the Father, Son‘and Holy

G o CNERRRNGRR. - ey

o nifg;rf&d;,# ;t},gfsg'm;ggﬁg?s. _ Since the Jast m'éeting' we have

fire in dry stubble. =~ T P o i :
. ~ftimay be asked, is-therg no difference of opinion among you?
o ‘-N#%ijs:ﬁer’ we do not Know. .nor are we concerned {o know.
{hey asked us.” lf_they have opinions different from ours, they
are welcome to have them , provided they dopot endeavorto im-
.. pose them an us as articles of faith. - "I'hey say the sane of us.
; Wdé_-"hea‘r each other preach; and are mutually pleased and edi-
o fledaid 5 ' |

e U ed again—Have you no creed or confession as
Tn ! 5 ; STy T 7 f -
ac 1on? . Weanswer, yes. We have a perfect.

“heard of the good effects.. The spirit of union is spreading like

p.'}ﬂ

e’ never asked them what were their opinions, nor have

~ one, deljvered us from heaven, ‘aud confirmed by Jesus and his
{. inean the New Testament. "Ve -have learned
from the earliest history .of the church to the present time, that:

“the adoption of man-made creeds has'been the invariable cause:

_of division and disunjen.
creeds as bonds of union, and have determined to rest on that
. alone given by divine authority, being well assured that it will
- bind together all who Tive in the spirit of it. o %
;- 1t may again be asked—ilow will you dispose of such as pro-
~ fess faithin Jesus, and are baptized?
be attached as members}” We answer: We have no_party. It
is-understood among us. that we feel an equal ‘interest in the
prosperity of every Church of Christ. (and of such we all profess
be members,) and are deternmined to huild up and edify all
such Churches, without any regard fo former
2y may have been called. To increase and consolidate this
- union, and to coovince all of our sincerity, we, the Elders 4nd
brethren, have separated two Elders, Joun SmiTe and Jorx,
- Roqmns, the first knowo. formerly, by the name of Reformer, the
latter by the name Christian 1 'hese hretbren are to ride to-
gether through all the churches, and to bhe équai]y supported by
the unl‘fea—cpntﬁbutions of the churches.of both descriptions;
wﬁlcklifomnbutions are to be deposited together with hrotheI:
:g::;’ . Jounsown, as treasurer and distributor.
Y, thatall tiie ehnrchies, as far as we hear, are hi
and are determined to co-ppér’z’tferin the"w:.}olr'k.a fe el
. ??Ilie'%lay ask— Wil t.he:(‘:hristians and Reformers thus unite
% arrl tates a_nd sections of our country!, We answer.—If
e ytheesm_cere 1n thelr!_pn‘)fes'su:m, and destitiite of a party spi-
_. fai%h'-..tg \mlll undg_n_;b_@dly tmite.. They all profess the same
'oclare-te ta I rejéct human creeds ‘and confessions—they all
et __";ahﬂ___qmnl_ons of truth are fallible, and, therefore. should
i_!.5%;’__;;;"gtl‘:tuted for truth, mor embodied in_an authoritative
e en, or verbal; nor imposed as terms of fellowship
edient -helievers.. "They all profess the same one 1.ord,

We bave; therefore, rejected all such-

‘T'o which party shall they"

We are glad |

P68 Ae

Son ‘of iod, and Naviour of sinners~ 1 hey all ‘;profess the
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Spirit—They profess all that our Lord Jesus and “his. Aposties
and Prophets taugiit, and nothing more as of divine ‘authurity—
In fact, we have just received intelligence from Klder Joux
LoxcLEY of Indiana, that these people arealso united i his
bounds, and great are the blessings of the ‘union. Many are
added to the church.  But should all in otherstates and sections

" God preserve us. i

act inconsistently with their profession, we are determined to.
do what we are convinced is right in the sight of God.  Nothing
can move us from this purpose, unless we should make shipwreck

of faith and a good consclence. From which may our merciful
‘ A " EDITORS.

Qur highly respected bre. Doct. Fishback, has again requested
{0 Be heard in his defence 1n the columns of the }iessenger. We,
for some tune, hesitated to comply with his request; because we
bad not published bro. Campbell’s last review, on account of its
great length, and because, it was, thought, that enough had been
‘written by each of our brethren on the sihject of controversy

" petween them. Of this we had been repeatedly advised by our

readers from various parts,—;some of whom were so offended at .
our course, that they withdrew theiﬁggatronage‘. 'As breo. Fish-

back has no press of his own, we have cencluded to publish his

defence in a few shoft numbers. We are rather induced to this,

because he has applied for aid to the highest literary soirce. in

America. On this part of his defence we have made some re-
marks and submitted them to the public.” Qur bro.. Fishhack,
it is hoped, will excuse us for not publishing the whole, of his de-
fence at once. It is too long. We wish .other correspordents
to be heard also. gt s EDITORS.

i "‘For_the Ch,ri;stiau‘Mes\,senger a;ind Mi_liénniai H arbingef,
" TO A, CAMPBELL, Editor of the M. Harbinger.

-

, : No. I.-
BroTHER CAMPBELL: e _ ‘ ‘

| have read with care your six numbers of Reviewsof the
three first numbers of Archippus, of which' 1 am the author, and
continue unshaken in the belief that it is the doctrine of the gos-
pel, that ungodly men and sinners are justified by faith, with.out
baptism: and that your opinion, that penitent believers ohtain

the-remission‘'of.their’sins in immersion or baptism, is not a gos-

pel doctrine. . _ St i 5 :
] regret that you should have manifested so much zeal to fix

upon me the'op}g'ion of a Jew’s baptism, and of a'(z entile bap-
remission of sins, and the other nof for the re-

mission of sins',‘f‘\seeing that- I reject the ‘doctrine ol baptism,
for, or in order fo.\the remission of sin altogether, and maiptain

- {hat there is but one baptism as a gospel orditance ‘andthat (od
has t the sins.of Jews and

tism, one jfor th

has but one plan oy ethod of remittiog
tientiles, and that iy by faith.

MESSENGER. 9

The essential point: of difference between you and myself is
suggested in the tbllo}ving question: “ls, or is not, the free levor ;
of God, by which he justifies a believing sinuer, or remits his sin
through the blood of Christ, suspended, according to the,;gospel
upon his being baptized in water?” You defend the aﬂir]ma'ri;re".
and I niaintain the negative side of the:question, > A i

Waiving any notice for the present of the ermn‘emlsmnm;———:

you have given of my statements, relative to the Novations, an
othersubjects, I wilt attend immediately to the qﬁgiggonn;zf'izg
remission of sin by baptism, which 1s at issue between us. . Truth
isjcommon property, and there are no envious ﬁvalships-in reli-
glous truth, unless it be perverted to sectarian aud selfish puf-
poses. Where there is a difference of sentiment on a religious
-suh;_ect_, 1t ou_g-ht never to excite unkind feelings, or cénerate a
spirit of bostility 1n the disciples of J esus,(fhrist’ {owards each
other. There - are many important things in which you and T
agree, in reference to religiou, and the pbilosoply of mind, and
in whlch.,we differ from others. We areso firmly estahlish;d n
-thegentlmgntz_that there cannot be any religicus knowled ‘e in
the w‘o‘l"Td,ﬁm the present state of man, willoul a sgpérnagt-t'rral
revelation 1. words. that we do not think it a debatable suhject
ameng those, who understand in any good degree, the puwe;'sla d
susceplibilities of their cwn piinds. ;

: v’]‘h.eﬂ agreement of our views of the'powers of the human m1nd
in relation to religion, and of the necessity of a divine reve]atiox;
in l-ntell.nglblt_e words and sentences, in order to the krowledge of
divine things, may be collected from your debate with M r%}w-

- en, and other of your works, and from the volume T publisked n

}?_}z-}, _en!.nlf:d, ** The: philosophy of the human mind (n resyect to
eligion; or_a_demosutralion that Relgion enlered 1lie world Gy
Revelation,” and from ojherof my publications made smce, 4
= lz[;)se w}}o differ from us. deny that Seriptural account of the
é ad bepravdy q)“mqn;—t’ney. deny that man lost the knowledge of
lho y the fall; and they deny that God is an olject of faith, in
e scripture use of the term, ard believe thut the worid by wis-
dom kpew God!" They make-Natuaal Religion, or D’ei*n;? th
Joundation of Kevealed Religion! By this they.,in a gre;;i me :
sure, mystify the word of God. and run into the most pal abla:
cog{‘radwhons and mystical ahsuyrdities. g
wordh(?; (gna:ve«know of sin, as such, orits remission, without the
; rout 1tV -efiect of dwine truth can baptis
t:!x]-aany 1(l)ther ordinance of'the gospel, produce 1i'nga?h];a€;1iilg,
wml-]d:v ?Iththe mind perceives it to derive and possess from the
-Ofsp(:ech ;ngt;gg},iv&;h: adgec?;es(i prepesitions, &c,, the parts
speech, of w 1 ord of God copsists, are primary :
;I}li;n}a‘aetiar;:nnc:ples in‘the Christian Religion—By tixeps,e_xgu:}f:a}{fhd
e 11?}: was ;?_rod-uced, and 16lo them it must be finally re-
i : ese are the mstruments of our thoughts, as they are
eans of our faith, hope, and love in religion, 1In the inves-
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.tigation, thereforé, of any subject of rehgion, the djvitie autho]s -

ty of God’s word, having been ascertained, all that we ought'to

be concerned ahibut is. to learn, by the-correct rules of interpre-
- tation, the signification of the words and sentences, in which it
~ is revealed; and having done-this, o be contenited with it, and
. to cultivate and discipline our minds and affections by it. "

_ There is‘another thing in which you.and myself agree, that is,

in 'g,l;at_h'i-g‘h"é‘étir_natidﬁ in which. we hold Prof. Stuart, of Ando-
ver; whom youn have deservedly described in your3rd Extra Har-"

binger, 'p. 25, ‘as one of the most learned, and most renowned
Biblical Criiics now living on’ this continjnt;?egp.,_whose wri-

tings with those of Michaéhs of Goltengen) and Horne ‘of Cam-

bridge, in' England, you profess to. rely, to'do more good to di-
rect the-generation to'come in.thé correct interpretation of the
words of the New Teéstament, than perhaps any other three men

« 1n Europe or America,” . Mil. Har: Vol 2, p. 499..

From my great anxiety to possess the {rue meaniug of Acts
i1, 38, andto be able to reconcile.the apparent diserepancy be-
tween what wassaid by Peter to the pentecostal Jews, in refer-
ence to baptisin, and the remission of sin, as it appears in our
. commaon lranslation, and in your new one, with what occurred at

the introduction of the gospel to the Gentiles in Actsx; and as

‘explained in ch, xi, in relation to the same'suhject. - I wrote to
Prof. 3tyart' to favor me with his interpretation of the Greek

« preposition eis, as it is connecled with, and follows baptism. ke

was kind and obliging enough fo comply’ with my request, and
sent me his remarks, which I now present to you, and hope that
they will conduce much to unite our views on the subject of dis=
cussion betweernus,. | Ly 1)

+ He obsetves, ‘“The word baptize may be followed by a person
or a thing,{doctrine) which has eis'befare 1t. , In the first case
when it is followed by a person, it means, ‘by the sacred rite of
baptism to bind one’s self to he a disciple or follower of a person,

to receive or ohey his doctrines or laws.” e.g. 1Co1. x, 2.
“dnd were baptized into (eis) Moses.” *Gal.iii,*27. **For as

many of you ds‘have been‘baptized into (eis) Christ, have put on
Christ.”  Rom. vi,; 3. Know ye not that so‘many of us as were
baptized intd (eis) Christ, were baptized into’(els). his death.”
A Cor. i, 13. *“Were ye baptized into (eis) the name of Paul.”

v. 14, 15. 1 thank God that 1 baptized none of you b'ut_Ci'i'g'p_'us :
and Graius, lest any should say that I had baptiZed-into (eis) mine

own name.”. Or it means to acknowledge him as Sovereign,

.. Vord and Sancfifier.-e.)g. ‘Matt. xxviii, 19. baptized them into
_{eis) the name of ‘the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Ghost.””, 'Acts',vii'f,‘ lﬁ;li‘qnly‘ they ‘were baptized in_to;(eig)'t}‘:e‘
name of the Lord.” . ‘Acts-xix, 5. “Whéen they heard this they
‘were baptized into (eis) fhe name of the' Lord.” = .« = "/l

_ That name is used after eis; as it’is in some of the ahove casdes;
.makes no-difference in the sense. " In Hebrew; ‘‘the name of the

-~

-~
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od of Tacob defend thee,” is just the same as *‘the 6od of Ja-
cob defend thee.” - Yk i oy ity 5 o

2. A person may be -ba‘p_tizedi_ into a .tbing' (d'@trin‘e_)-—-sg’ in
Matt. iii, 11. “I baptize you_you with water into (eis) repen-

~ tance,” i. e. into the profession and belief of the reality.and ne-

.cessity of repentance, invoiving the idea‘that themselves proles=

* sed to e the subjects of it. - In'Acts xix, 3. we have “into (eis)

-one body,” all in the like sense, viz: by baptism thé putlic ac-
knowledgement is expressed of believing in, and helunging to,
a.doctrine, or:one.body. So in, Acts ii, 38. ‘baptized on account

- _of Jesus Christ 1nto (eis) the remission of sins;” ‘that is.into the

belief and reception of this doctrine; in other ‘words, 'y baptism

and profession,” and ackuowledgement, of this doctrine, on ac-

gonnt of fésus Christ. was made.” g s '
Professor Stuart has rendered the word eis into in ‘Acts ii, 38.

~as itis done in other pla'ce'_s when conuected with the ordinance

of baptism; and as you have rendered the same word in Matt,
xxviii, 19. in the new version and which you bave justified 'y the
authority of Dr.'Dwight. See Mil. Har. Vol. 2, No. 5, p.- 2729,
Mr. Erskine, a-living author of reputétion, makes the follow-
ing o"servations: #I think any. person. acquainted with the orig-
inal {ireek, will agree with me in translating Acts ii, 22, differ-
ently from our common version. 1t onght to te “Repent or
rather change your minds, and let every of.e of you be baptized

- into the doctrine of forgiveness of sins for Christ’s sake.”” To

be baptized into.a doctriae, is the ordinary phraseolugy of the

~ New l'estament:” Matt. xxviii, 19. Rom. vi, 3. In Aocts it, 39.

Thé Greek preposition (eis,) which belongs o ““the forgiveness of

ol ZRCT) ; ; oy e .
.« 8ms;” and nol that one (ép1,) which precedes ““the nan:e of Jesus

'Chri?i , 18 the preposition, which, in the Greek Testament, usu-
ally indicates the direct ohject of' haptism; and thus even atfen-

~tion to gramwatical accuracy will conduct us to {he conclosion,

that the true reading is. ““baptized into the doctrine of forgive-
ness of sins for Jesus Christ’s sake;” and not “in the name of
Jésus Christ for tire forgiveness of sins. . . R N

In.your 3rd note in, the Appendix to your Second Edition of
the'l\ew Translation—p. 452-4, you have a number of remarks
on ”fe_Word ets, when used in connection with thé ordinance of
baptism; which are in accordance with the eriticism andjobser-

~vations of Prof. Stuart and ¥ Frskine. ‘Asthey illustrate and

¢onfirm what they have said, 1 will trénscrihe sonie.of them.

Yl?!l.-_'s_ay;_ﬁby_wha,t,_inadueﬂpncy'flz-e King's translation ga,vé

€8 1n, instead of antd, in' Matt. xxviii, 19: and elsewhere gave it
' tntg_,'.wh_enb, speaking of- the same—ordimance; ] —présume not o

~$ay”; And permit me toask] can you say hy what inadverfene -

<O authority.they gave the same word eis for, and Dri Doddridge

and yourself gave it in order to in Acts ii, 38, in your New trans-

13!!0{1; and _els.g'wheire gave it irfo,: as you have done, and main-
10 1t ought'to have hbeen done by the King’s translation, wth.

Connected with thefsame ordinance? “Was not this owing to i
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attention to accuiracy in translation, that was intended to eer-
rect the errors of the old one, in consequence of which muck
schism and strife have been produced within a few years past
on the suhject of haptism and remission of sin, and by which re-
mission of sin, through the blood of Christ, by faith, has heen
thought to be suspended upon the act of immersion. without
which a penitent believer cannot be pardoned, justified. con-
verted, or saved? And may not inadvertencies like this. con-
nected with wrong views of Christ’s conversation with Nicode-
mus, have been the cause of the early errors aud corruptions in
the Christian religion. which began in the second and third cen-
turies, relative to haptismal regeneration, and remission: and
which, at a snbsequent period having heen united with the no-
tion of apostolic succession, produced many of the peculiarities
which appear in the writings of Roman Catholic, Protestant,
[ipiscopalian, and other authors?

In the note above quoted, you obzerve that ““to be immersed
into the name of the Lord Jesus, was a form of speech in ancient
nsage. as familiar and significant as the expressions were when
persons were said to enter ixfo matrimony, to enter info an alli-
ance, &c. And when we analize these expressions, we find
them all import that the persons are either under the obligations
or influence of those things into which they were said to enter,
or into which they were introduced. Hence, those immersed
into one body. were under the influences and obligations of that
oue body;” (and 1 would say, those immersed into the doctrire of
remission of sin, were under the influences of that doctrine,
throngh faith in Jesus.) “'Phose immersed into Moses, assumed
Moses as their law giver, gu:de and protector, and risked every
thing upon his authority, wisdom, power and goodness.—Those
who were immersed into Christ, put bim on, acknowledged Lis
authority and laws, and were guverned by his will—And those
who were immersed into the name of Father, Son ard Holy
Spirit, regarded the Father as the fountain of all authority, the
Son as the only Saviour, and the Holy “<pirit as the only success-
ful advocate of the truth and teacher of christianity. Pagaps,
therefore, when immersed into the name of the Father, &¢.
renownced all the names that were worshipped by the Pagan
world—all the Savieurs in which the Gentiles trusted—and 2l
the inspirattons and philosophy of which the heathen hoasted.
A woman, when she enters into matrimony. assumes the name
of her hushand. acknowledges him as her Lord and Master, stb-
mits to his will, avd looks to him for protection and support-—
Just so they who ave immersed into the name of Christ, assume
his name. acknowledge him as Tord and Master, and look to lum
for support and protection. 'T'his view of the matter made Paul

thank (fod, when the Christians at Corinth were assuming dif-

ferent nan‘es, (one the naire of Paul, and another the name of
Aprolloes, &c.) that be had immersed few, or none of them, lasi

- -
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the report should get abrpad tHat he had immérsed the

.. [ro BE coNITNUED:], .-

R S Pt s
,_;‘ . ‘- “-‘."?*.. .

' REMARKS ON.THE ABOVE. - .. i
I presume not to meddle with, nor interfere between the bret+
then Fishback and Campbell'mn their controversy. I shall only .
notice the criticism of ProfessorStuart, which our bro. Fishback -
_has 5o cordielly adopted. . 1 feel too much interest in this ‘matter
Eoipass dtby insilente. 1 o el -t g TR neRRE o
. Prof. Stuart reads Acts ii, 38, thus—“Repent and be baptized -
ept).on account of Jesus Christ, {eis) into the remjssion of sins.”?
The words'into the remission of sins; he éxpounds)-<‘into the baljef

4

- - and reception -of -this doctriue; or that by baptism a professed

acknowledgement of.this doctrine, on account.of Jesys Christ,

_was made.” “Against this exposition I haveseveral objections. -

., Ist. It;ils';-i.ienti'rely-‘-apbjti:a_-ry, aiid no where confirmed by the

- scriptures. \ Indulgence in snch expositjons would pervert eve-

Ty doctrine of revelation, and accommadate rit-to ‘the caprice -

-and whims of men. - ..

5y O e m ke :._-." 2 _,:.‘ A R I B et e
- 2dly. Itimplies that the , doctrine of the remission of sins.on

accoiint of. the"Messiah, was not believed, received, or: ac-

~ knowledged by the. Jéws hefore t ir baptism, or beéfore Christ

. .

~came into the world. “This" sentiment is plainly contradicted

by the prophets; and has: not, fdrmerly, been. admitted by the

- orthodoz;. for the‘i-:o'rt'h'oddx-'.Hayfei‘-r‘_e.f)regented. the pious Jew,

looking by faith through the blood'of his sacrifice; to the blood bf '

~the Messiah as the only’ true ground of the remission of sins]

But‘.}ortho.dq;xj"-is:a changledble thing., .. . ..

_ 3dly. This exposition-woéuld m'a;kg Peter’s address appear ab-.
surd-.—‘-“'ﬂf‘%l)ent_ and be baptized into: the-belief and receptiofi of .
thé'doo_t.;;;gg‘thit your sifis are rémitted on.account: of Christ, or -
for Chrrist’s sake.” " The ‘plain meaning is"this—You must not
only be baptized into the belief'and reception of this doctrine,

- that your sins are pardoned for Christ’s sake; but you must’ also

repent into the belief:and reception of this doctrine. ' Now who
ever heard before of repentance into the belief and receptf:itl of
the doctrine that sins are forgiven on ‘accotint of Christ? 3
=) 4th. It‘ngp];e.s that, pre 1ous to their baptism, ‘they did not
elieve nor receive the doctrine that their sins were remitted -
On account ofiChrist; thatis, that they were not in-the belief of
'thxs-g,dqgt_rme before they repented-and were baptized; bul that
repentance _;.;andn'.b_a‘ptllsmi they were brought into this belief
tha—t th?h‘:_sms-_wer_e pardoned for Christ’s sake.” This. is a novel."
ty, if not ‘an absurdity, which 1" cannot impute to an inspired

apostle, Had ‘the -l:éﬁrnethPrc;_'fes‘s'q.r ‘made eis to- signify in, we

could see more ‘plausibility in reading the “Repen :
ould more pl: X ading the text, ““Repent and be

gaPtlzed n _t:be"fgu}h aud reception of the dottrine of})f'orgiVéness

Ve account of Christ.” - This would imply that they believed and
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recelved tblS doctrine prior. to “their repen ange -0t baptism-
I‘hls may be good doctrine; bt it is not tang t Ma fext,’

5th. The exposition of the: Professor . seems plainly: ta be in

oppusition to thie simple truth- of the text: Jesus,\ before hxs as-

- cension, promised’to his disciples.the Hbly Spirit, and’foretold.

the dlgpe effects of this Spirit, when given: “‘He shall convince

‘~the world of sin; becauseJthey helieved nof; in'me; of righteous-~

" ness, because I go tu the Father, and ye:see me no.more; (his-
~ resuvrection and ascension to glury were evidence of his right-

edusness-in his - declarations' of his-being the Son ‘of God )—of
judgement; becaise the Pnnce of this *‘world i§"judged—ifor
Christ, the lawful Prince of this world, was upjustly cnngemned )
On, Ehe ‘day of Pentecost thé. promlsemf the: Hpmt ‘was given—-
the effects foIlQng-;he people -were now conviniced of their -
sin in dwbeﬁewngg and. condemning that just one, the Messnah——
; hey ‘noWw, bellewd’ i *hjm—and in awful ¢onxiction they cry
. oft, «What shall we do?’—We" are sinners—-we are guilty.—
* Peter, acéording to 'his ‘commission; answered—Repent—We deo
- tepent, we aré sorely, pamed and distressed; sodid Jndas repent,
butﬂamer reformed—-ﬁefo‘rm, says Peter, and he bapuzed in
"the name of the Lord. Jesus, or on account of the Lord‘Jesus—

bﬁcause be has commanded these thmgs ——lf we ohey these com-
" mands; what will they avail® us?—Reform and’ ,be bapfized on -
:~account of Jesus Christ, for th,e remission of sins. What do- you

"mean hy thése wm-ds. for the remission- of siis? Do you mean that
_the word eis\for, is’ tantamount with on account of?. No, says
‘Peter, you are yet in.your sins;“they. are not pardoned of remit-
% tads, i pw;ll they ever be till you reform and ohéey-the gospel.

-

[

-_,-"f"’l‘hmk not that I preach” to you that you are pardoned before you
frepegf’. and are haptized. “My Lord comnissioiied e to preach. |
. the'gospel Lo 'every. créature—He- that beliewveth and is baptized
' shall be saved—1 do mot.preach that you must bé saved, hefore

you:believe and are baptized. . .Phese.are the simple means, or- .-

'.daqned by infinite wisdom; in the performanc:e of - whlch Geod
grants pardon or. salvatwn-—by which'sins are washed away—and
by wnich the ‘Holy Spirit is given. This was realized by 3000

at:that time ' . *‘Refori and be baptized every one of you (ms)fm \

or order to the" remission of sms, and y,ou shﬂll recelve t.he glft
-of the" Holy Spirit.” ' . J

1 have no uhlectlon agamst translatmg the ward m mto,
the Professor does. ' ‘T'his is 'its’ common; meaning.’ “Be bapfi-
zed into. the. ‘remission 'of smns.” ‘This perfectly, accords -with
our ideas of the text. . .¢ 'he creditor cast. the msolvent de&ntor
(ei3) ) into prisop. Matt. xviii, 30 By the action of ‘casting ‘into
prison, the debtor was reaily in the prlson and consequently had .
been out.of it, until he was cast info it, o 'The demoniac was dri-
ven (ei).into the’ wilderness. Luke viil, 20, By this -action of |
drivieg, tbe demoniac was indeed: m the. wllderness. dahd i\;ad
begn really ‘out of it until driven there. .Nothing is gorée com=
-.mén than thh expresslons to enter @fo a house, a utyf, aahxp,

MESSENGER. 15

ountry; into heaven, &c., all expr essed by eis. And nothing
..cl iner than that by the actnon of entering, they really came
o foathe house, into the ship, &c. and consequently were out of
:;l!]nem until they entered. o they who were baptized info the
remission of sins. by this action of baptizing, were brought into

the remission, or pardon of sins: plainly unplying that untll they

were brought into it by baptism, they were out of it.

Though the translation of eis i:o, be admitied correct, and
oonvey the very idea we think correct; yet we prefer translating
gis, in order to.. This cannot be denied to be the very meaning

‘of the word in very many passages of the scriptures where it oc-

curs. Matt. viii, 4. “Go thy way, shew thyself to the Priest,

and offer the gift that Moses commanded (eis) for a testlmony
unto them’—i. e. i1 order to be a testimony or witness to them.
1Cor. v, 5. *“To deliver such an one unto Satan (eis) for the de-
struction of the flesh”—i. e. in order to the destruction of the
flesh. See also Matt. x, 14. Mark 1, 44-vi, 11-xiii, 9. Luke
v. 14-ix, 5, &c. Thus John the Baptist says: Matt. iii, 11. 1
indeed baptize you (en) in water, (eis) untfo repentance, mto re-
pentance, or in order lo repentance, or reformation. This was
the end of John’s ministry'and baptism. He preached the bap-
tism of repentance (eis) in order to. or for the remission of sins.
How awkwardly would this text read: according to our critic’s
exposition: John prPached the hapubm of repentance into the be-
licf aud reception of the doctrine of the remission of sins. JAcci~
pial qui vult.

We canuot receive the Professor’s criticism, when he says:
«“When the word baptize is followed by a person with eis before
it, it means to bind oue’s self to be a disciple or follower of a
person, to receive or obey his doctrine or laws.” [ weuld hnom-
bly ask, where in the Bible is oue 'of these things ever mention-
ed as the meaning or design of baptism? 1 cannot find them,
and seriously doubt whether any vther person cai. The Pro-
fessor has produced maty texts as proofs; as 1Cor. x,2. Gal.
i, 27. Rom vi, 3. 1Cor. 1, 13, 14, 15, Matt. xxviii, 19, Read
these texts, and ask yourself, w"ether they estahlish the position
taken by the critic. Let us try the first; *“And were all baptized
{ees) into Moses.” Ts it sgid that when the Lord buptwed hem
in the cloud, and in the sea, that by tius his act, the people
bound Lhe:nse!vcs to be the discipies of Siuvses, and that tiiey
would obey his laws? No. Let us examine kis next proof,
Gal. i1, 27, “¥Foras many of you as have been baptized (P?S) into
Jesus Christ, have put on Clirist.” Is this tantamount with bin-
d:ng themselyes to be his disciples, and to obey Lislaws? Weré
they not his disciples hefore th ey were baptized, having previ-
Oitsly learned the divine lessons of faith repent ance and ba aptism,
:‘tli;hat it was their duty to ovey them?® -‘Jesus made and hap-

Zet more disciples than Jolin.”” Johniv. 1. T hey were made
g‘b ’Pll‘S before they were b aptized; and, therefore, did not bind
acmselyes to be disciples by baptism,



16 VHRISTIAN

T have in a former volume of the Messenger, particularly given
my views of all the texts adduced by the Professor. 1o them 1

refer such as wish to know. At some future period 1 may take
up the subject again. B. W. STONE, Editor.

For the Christizn Messenger.
MrLrriELD, Athens county, Uhio, Nov. 23, 1831.
BrorrER STONE—I] have never been ambitions of being
known farther than I could be useful. - 1 write but little, though

I spend most of my time in teaching the New T'estament in dif-

ferent parts of this State. My circumstances prevent my taking
many publications; though in my travels T frequently have op-
portunity of partially perusing Theclogical publications. While
I am highly pleased that a spirit of irquiry has ohtained such
universal prevalence, I see, or think J see manifested, in a large
portion of the religious of all denomivations, rather an undue
zeal to ohtain victory over all others, and to carry their points,
right or wrong; yet for the most part | have heen well satisfied
with that candor, mildness and forbearance, which have been so
conspicuous in the pages of the Viessenger. ' g
I am a man of some oiservation, and, if not much mistaken

we need something more definite on a few particulars, which
are almost universal among professors of religion in our day.
I will state one or two. You know we have many denomiua-
tions of professed Christians; all professing to have the Holy
Spirit bearing witness with their spirit that they are the chlldren
of (xod; and in possession of this they suppose they have a bright

‘evidence of remission of sins, and-aceeptance with him as their

heavenly Father. They say, ‘*he that helieveth hath the witness
in himself;”” and thus readily persuade themselves that this wit-

mness will always accede to truth: consequently, will condemn

error. Hence, every one thinks himself qualified to determine
infallibly of what he hears. Thus the orthodox Quaker, by his
feelings, which he calls this witness, condemns the Hixite; while
he, in turn, by the same kind of evidence, condemns the ortho-
dox. The Methodist, by his feelings, condemns both. The
Calvinist ¢ ndemns the Arminian. and the Arminian the Cal-
vinist. Thus going the whole roundss all are justified. and all
condemned by the same kind of evidence. 1 say. the same kind,
because I confess my lack of spiritual skill to ascertain which of
them all, as respects their piety, are most éntitled to credit. [
speak of the pious of all denominations, who, in the enjoyment of
the Spirit they possess, are all equally happy, and each patural-
ly concludes that as (od accepts him, and gives him the Holy
Spirit, he must be right, and that every body else, in being like
him, must also he right -' : _ -
Now, seeing that the Quaker, Methodist. Baptist, Preshyte-
rian, Shaker, Mormonite and Christian, are all equally happy in
the Spirit they possess, and conceive this to be the “ipirit of God,
fhe question is, why does it require so many kinds of spiritugl.

of God,

J——?
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food to support them? The Apostle P_eter. addpgssing those born
agaih, not of corruptiole seed bhut of mcmrupu::le:, hy the word
admonishes them as new born habes to desire the sincere
milk of the word, that they might grow thereby. Apply the fi-

ure to the present state .of rellglqus society, and we s.hail fiud
that it requires as many kinds of milk to support 1ht;'e children of
God, (so called,) as there are different sects-in Christeudom.
And does not that, which appears to be the food ufheavep, and
conduces to the joy and edification of one, as really fawish, or
what is worse, poison his neighbor, when i1t might requre the
skill of 2 Jesuit to tell which of them, hy their piety. 1s thie better
man? Our worshipping assemblies freq:ently combine several
of these kind of children, and under these circumstances it is
impossible for them all to be fed under the miuistry of the same

" teacher: but while the Calvinist children are fed, the Armician

ehildren must wait until their teacher comes round; and so of all
the rest. . Now, who is sufficient for these things? I coufess
myself disqualified to pronounce them all the children of xod,
1f not, whose children are they? Do, brother Stone, give us
sorne light vn the su ject, if yon can, ‘

‘I'he Apostle James represents the body without the spirit as
dead. Ifthis e good logic, then there are as many spirits as
there are different religious hodies. This suggests another
question—Is it the Spirit of (zod—a sectarian spirit—or both,
that animates them as bodies? 1f hoth. do discrimiuate between
them; if either alone, give some of their resprctive features, en-

abling us to form some idea which. As far as | have been ace

quainted with revivals of religion, souls have heen born, or said
to be Horn, as children of {:od, under many of the above described .
circumstaices, each claiming the Spint of (fod’s ~on as a wits
ness of their heirship; and being confident in this, ““he that he-
lirveth hath the witness in limself.”” briuvgs all to this tribunal
and while this sentirnent remains, I.cannot hope for union; be«
caise I conceive the human mind, as blank paper, to yield to,
OF receive, as frum type, impressions, by comimunications made
through the medium of the senses. 'Thus, a wituess is formed on
the mind, which always agrees with the report helieved, whether
the report be true or false; and ifit interests us, we always feel
the realities of its truth; and certain J am, that many may ieel
the force of these remarks having experienced. the realitics of
JOY °rsorrow on having believed false reports. Paul says, *“faith
cometh by hearing.” Granted. What then? “Vhy, the pulpits
are filled with speakers; the presses are teeming with perivdicals;
they present variegated or contradictory doctrines: some believe
one. some another. This cannot fail producing diversity of
faith—faith is the principle of rel.gious action-—actions are dis-
cordant., and the enquiring mind is driven almost to desperation
at the disagreeale prospect—and. lamenta®le to teli’ instcad of
on: body and one spirit, voe Y.ord, one faith, and orie haptism,

HeTe are many, very many; each sect claiming to be ubited te
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the great Head of the Church. iio you ask what is my faitls,
practice and spirit? | answer: my faith is tovnded on the testi-
mony zlone of those, who Jesus said. shonld be his witnesses to

the uttermost part of the earth—my practice. to obey what they:

commarded from the time they received power from on high,
commencing on the day of Pentecust—and my spirit, that Hbly
Spirit of promise, which the honestly obedient receive. (n this
positon, and this alone, can ! prove or maintain any spirit, pos-
sessed by any people, as coming from God. g i

~ Thanks be to tiod forever! Notwithstanding the great excite-
meont—notwithstanding the united and ceaseless oppusition of
the world. and sectariavism in all its iigoted, ard intolerant

forms; yet the progress of truth is considerable. There are

from 50 to 256 individuals, in different neighborhouds in the eas-
tern counties in this State, wlo believing the same testinony,
are led to a like practice, and enjoy a like spirit; and rejuicing
1 the truth, are growing 1n grace, and in the knowledge of the
Lord Jf.'-sus Christ.  Their nninbers are increasing, anfin some
places in a’ degree, surpassing haman caleulatlon. May Cod’s
peace and spirit be with all that love the Saviour. and his truth!
May they hearken to, and obey his rigliteous commands. that
they may *‘have a right to the tree of life. and enter through
the gatesinto the City.”” Amen.

I remain your brother in Gospel bor:-i-

B. SANDERS.

REPLY TO BRO. B. SANDFERS' LI TTER,

With this communication, its remarks ard spirit, we are high-
iy pleased, and feel no disposition to shrink from the 1Ny estiga-
tion required. though of a perplexed and delicate nature. - Cur
worthy brother is assured by us that victory over an cppouent, is
not our o'yject, farther than that precicus truth may obtain the
place of error. Cur brother wishes us to be inore definite on a
few particulars, | ;

He says, the various denomirations of professed Christians
amongst us, all profess to have the spirit bearing witress with
therrspirit. that they are the cliidren of ¢lod, that they Lave re-
ceived the remission of si:is. and are seeepled eof (xod. They
all persuade thenselves that this witness accedes to truth and
cqudcmns error—hence, every one considers himseif, by ilis
witness, qualified to deterniine infallibly hetween truth and er-
ror—hy this kind of evidence each denowmination cundemns all
the rest as errorisis, aid iustifies itself.  On tiis ‘evidence all of
eaurse are justified and all condemned—all christians constitute
the one body of Clirist—this hody is nourished ty the saine food,
the sincere milk of the word. But the Arminian rejecis the
food adivimistered by a Calvinist, and vice versa: and so of all
other denowinations. e asks, are all these the children of
God? If not, whose children are they? are they all pussessed of
the witness of the Holy Spirit? Or are there as many spirits as

; Gold‘$or‘as P r & L Ve Seamill e - L, e P
gectarian: b ;g@? If both, do:discrimingte ‘between  them; if

- eitheralong. give some of their respective features. enabling us
~to forns some idea, which e, - T e
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here are’ different religions denominations? 1Is it the spirit of
yd., or a sectarian spirit, or bath, that animates these different

¥

*. The suBjéct; we consider 1mportant to the christian communi-
ty, aud indeed, to-the whole world - Opr first eiqyury shall be,
what is that spirit, which bears witness with our. spirit that we
are the. children: of (:0d?' ~The A poStl@{%;ﬁm-._ss 19, 16) clearly

" determifnies ' the questions «“¥or ye have not received the spirit

of hundage again 1o fears; but ye have received the spirit of a-

'd@@tﬁ,?hi"wkf?fé?f}" .we ,ery, - Abba, Father.. The spirit itself
_beareth witness with our spirit that wegre the'children of God.”
" The'spirit.of bondage,and thespirit of ‘adoptiow; are in the same
. relation, drd’ acfive prizéiples in mar.. The spir‘i

_. o) t. of bondage is

. the principle or tea:per of these in the flesh—the spirit of adop-
tion, of thosein the spirit.”. The spirit of hondage cannot cry,
Abba, Father—the spirit-of adoption {ike a free, ohedient child,

~does,- The: spirit of. rdoption designates the ‘children. of (od; .

“:they ‘lové God, and all.thise begotten of (od; their love to God
" leads them to willing, clieerful obedience “to bis. co:mands, for
“¢this is the love of fxod dhat we keep his, c_ommandme‘nhs'.”‘----f1
. Their love o the brethren, leads ‘ther: to that heaven)y course, -

s0: heautifully descrited in & Cor. 13.—This is the religion of

“heaven—which geneié‘"s'iu .luve.-'péa_c_e,- and 9nity; -or in righteous- |

- Wess, peace and joy i the Holy Spirit.

ty

S “apostoli{c lilfﬁ&& t.\f,ere"w,epqg_hf,-:]_“(_-‘_ti(‘".s,. WhO professed 1o;have

_‘this witnessjug spirit; = Against such, Joht Warns'thé christiaps. ,
“*‘Beloved, believe ‘not every spirit, b at try .the spirits. whether .
“they. are.of Gad; because muny (alse propt:ets are gone out into .

the’world,’ - Herél:y know ye, the spirit of Gud;.every spirit.Yhat

confesseth that J esus Christ 1s corbe in1he flesh.isof God.”” 1 John

4,71, 2.." By these, 'é:‘:,*élﬁfid 'we can determine who are the chil-
dren of God, of the maiiy who profess to.have the :spirit hearing -
witness with ‘theirspirits. T'he Methodist helieves aid confesses
that Jesus Christ'is come id the ‘flesh,’and he loves God: and his
people—this is ‘the witnessing __'s'piri‘t.-\wmhich ke” has received

“through faith. ‘'The Preshyterian arid Baptist believe and confess

the same, and have received. the same spirit. These different
sects believe and confess- more; for ‘they all beliéve that Jesus .
'died ‘according to, tke scriptures; that he was turied and rose'”
‘again the third day accordingtc the seriptures.  'I'his is the gos- .
pel -preached to the Corinthians, which they helieved, and by -
which they were'saved. . In a word, these different sects all be-
-lieverthe bLoly scriptures to be the truth of (God, and some indivi- -
dnals of -these different segts have the witr essing spirit. The
‘cause of sectarianism.is not that'the heiievers in Jesus do not Ye-
igve the scriptures. but'because t‘i';ej}.'believc more thar. the
Criptures teach, and fubstituie (heir own opivions for scriptures
yand make them tests of christianity and fellowshipi#® -
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The Presbyterian and Baptist believe the five points of the
Synod of Dort to be taught in the scriptures. and therefore con-
demn the Methodist, who believes that the seriptures do rot
teach those points; and the Methodist condemns them for not
receiving his five points in opposition to theirs. In this manner
the various sects have acted 1n condemniug oneaunother, not by
scripture facts, hut by their own opinions of those facts. By
confroversy and contention for these contrary opinions, the wit-
nessiug spirit is grieved, and often lost with many. Then a par-
ty spirit prevails in their breasts—pride aspires to honor and
pre -eminence—every thing must submit to their opinion, or be
apathematized and rejected. 'T'his is the baleful spirit of secta-
rianism, which has ruined the christian world. This spirit is as
foreign from christianity, as hell is from heaven. All possessing
thns spirit are sectarians, by whatever name they may be called.
One called Christian, Disciple, or Reformer, may be eqnally sec-
tarian 1n spirit as one of any other name. For though the fol«
loweYs of Christ once bore the sacred name Christian, yet some
of this name hecame sectarian. T'hey were spoiled by the phi-
losopliy of men, not by the scriptures of truth. Many with a
sectarian nzme are not sectarians in spirit; and many of ap anti-
sectarian name have a sectarian spirita ~ These positions need no
argument to establish. *

Now we are prepared to answer our brother’s guestions:
Does this witnessing spirit always accede to truth? T answer un-
besitatingly.itdoes. For when the truth is preached in the lan-
guage, simplicity and spirit of {'hrist. it isreceived by all ip pos-
session of that spirit,and is food to theirsouls. These same peo-
ple have imbibed the opinicns of their party, and may be pleased
to hear those opinions advocated; yet this pleasureis of no higher
nature than the pleasure produced by a lecture on natural phi-
losophy, or by a mathematical demonstration.—The Calvinist,
the Arminian, the Trinitarian, the Uritarian, may all be pleased
with lectures on the peculiarities of their parties; and each may
be displeased with the lecfures of their opponents; yet all, pos-
sessing the witnessing spirit, are pleased and fed by the truth as
itis in Jesus ’

Permit me here to introduce one specimen of 2postolic reli-
gion from the pen of one of the greatestunoral painters that ever
lived on earth; T mean Paul the Apostle of Jesus Christ. [t is
in the 3d chap. of his Epistle to the Philippians. “We are the
circumcision which worship (God in the Spirit, and rejoice in
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.” 'This des-
cription of the real christian is farther drawn in the same chap-
ter fo the 15th verse, which speaks thus: ¢Let us, therefore as
many as be perfect he thmws minded; and if in any thing ye be
otherwise minded, (3od shall reveal this unto you.” It appears
plainly from this case ané many similar to this, that the chris-
tians, even in apostolic times, were not all completely of one
‘mind, there was a diversity of opinions among them; yet they
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o ere christians and had the witnessing spirit, and yet each might
pe pleased with his different cpinions.

Our hrother asks, *‘are all these the children of God?”’ Yes:
‘[he Calvinist may be a christian, and be animated and pleased
with a lecture on the five points; and the same man may be ani-
mated and pleased with a lecture on natural philosophy, or any
other science—so of ether denominations. Butare any of them
animated by a lecture intended to overthrow any plain scriptu-
ral fact? No: forthese are precious to them all. The difference
between the spirit of God, and a sectarian spirif, is this: The
spirit of God leads to humility, forhearance, love, peace and
unity in Christ Jesus; the spirit of sectarianisin leads to pride,
pre-eminence, intolerance, hatred and oppusition to others not
of their party—to discord, strife, and division contrary to the
doctrine of Christ. The spirit which is of GGod, seeks his glory.
The spirit of sectarianism seeks the glory of its party. The
spirit of God rejoices in the truth; a sectarian spirit will oppose
it. if it endangers its party. ‘These I consider are some of the
distinguishing features of the two spirits. If they are, the spir-
it of sectarianism cannot bo too soon banished from every breast,
from every society and from the world O that the prayer of
Jesus may he answered! thatall believers may be one, as he and
the Fatler are one, that the world may believe that he was sent
by the Father, that they may be saved! But Sectarians as evil
workers, labor to prevent the answer of this petition! The Fa-
ther hears his Son in all things, and this prayer shall be an
swered, and the world shall yet believe in Jesus and be saved, in
spite of proud sectarianism. *‘Come out of her, my people.”
Cast off the galling yokes of bondage, and take the yoke of
{hrist, and find rest to your seuls. O! consider your ways! con~
sider guickly. B, W, STONE, Editor.

el R

FAITH IS THE OFFSPRING OF THE SPIRIT.

QUERE.—During the Patriarchal and Jewish ages, what
was necessary to enable man to believe and obey God? Itis
believed to be admitted by all the rational of all denominations,
that since the fall, the faculties of the mind or.its moral suscep-
tibilities have undergone no change. 'i'his being the fact, it
results inevitahly, that whatever was requisite to enable men
to believe and obey God in those ages of the world, was neces-
sary in the Christian age, and vice versa.

To be still more plain, and to present the question in all
fairness, let it be further asserted—T'hat if it were necessary
in those first ages, for the spirit of God by a direct operation
on the heart or mind or soul, to prepare it fer a recepiion of
the testimony and truth, then it would necessarily follow, that
a similar operation was requisite in the Christian age, and vice
versa. God is the author of faith—and it is designed to pre
gent some scriptural considerations to establish this faet.
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Heredet it_"-'bg{ _f'dist;ihcntl-y noted iand remembered, that we

have been ?félsel?-'cha-rged, “with setti; 7 aside the old Testament,
@8 regardyany and every purpose.”. “)? e appeal to it for all law-
“fal _pgurposesias. of'the very highest authority, . Among those
Jawful purposes Paul asserts in the 10th'Ch. to'the Cor's. “'That
these things were our examplés to. the intent that we should
Hot lust after evil things, as they 4180 {usted”’—*‘and they are,
written for our ddmonition upon whom the ends of the world
{or'ages) are comey - These things have introduced us into, the
-Ghﬂﬁtiﬁi_" age. and 'we take the Son of GGod, as our only Prophet,
Priest and. King, having béen immersed. idto the Lord Jesus,
‘being the antitype of their immeérsion ‘““into. Moses, jn the
slonc und . an the'geal ' T i Les i o BN

. We are firmly persnaded that we regard the words deliver-
-8d to us by Moses,'when we obey Tesus alone; for it is written,
~4A Prophet shall the L.ord your God raise’ up unto-you of your
brethren like unto me; him shall. ye hear in all things whatso-
ever.he shall say unto you; and. it shall come ’tb' pass that eveny
sopul which will not hear that Prophet shall be destroyed from
“among the people.” A st T e SR R

" ‘Whoever now acts or oheyswith an eye to Moses as theT.aw-
giver;has denied the i"aith, and is as culpatle as if he were te

-offer sacrifices tpon the altar, But this by the way, Let us

now return to the subject inhand: -~ - = 7

. 1st.. We'will give a reference to thé ¢ase of Abram, leaving
at with" the reader to extend the principle.’ “Now the. Lord
had said unto A hram, get-thee out of thy country, and from thy

kindred and from thy father’s kouse unto a land T will, shew

‘thee; and T will make of thee a great nation, and T will. bléss
thee and make thy name great, and there shall he a blessing,
&c.” So Abram departed as the Lord had spokes . unto himg
Gen. x11. 1, 2, %, 4,'&c. and in the 15th ch. “the word of the

Lord came unto Abram‘in a vision sayiag, fear not Abram; I

am thy shield and thy exceéding great/reward.” And Ahram
said, Lord God, what wilt thou giveme, seeing T go childless and
the Steward of my house is this Eliazer of Damascus, &¢.” 5 v.
~“He brought him forth a"iroad and seid, look now toward hea-
ven and tell the stars, if thou be ahle to mumber them. . And he
;said unto him, soshall.thy seed-be. And he believed in the

Lord; and lz'ég-‘cat]nted it to him for. righteouéness.” - In connec- :

‘tion with this, read the 22d ch. to the,*”th v..“And in thy seed .
-shall all the families of the earth bé hlessed; because thou hast

‘obeyed may. voice?’. MNowin"all ‘this, and’in.all the dealings of *

" God with ‘Akram, where is the proof or an intimation. of those
spiritual operations contended forso streénuousty-by the Priests
of this'day? Sod says, because thou hast o’eyed my voice, all

. the riations of the earth shouldbhe hlessed in'thy seed, which

“.seed Paul"declares tobe Christ, in his letter to the “tallatians:

: Ai'ram heard.and o‘eyerf the vrice or wrd of the Ford, Aad

w8 hear mothing of the word. er voice of thie Lord, being a dead
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letter<=nor do we hear any thing said of Abraham’s being se -
dead or spiritually dead, that' he could not hear; believe and:
obey the Lord, and rejoiee in the promise connected therewith, -
We will pext refer to the call of Moses. Ex. 3ch.-Jv.&e¢.-
“*Now Moses keépt the flock of Jepthro-his father-in-law, the -
Priest of Midian; and he led the flock to the back side of the -
desert-and came to the mountain of God, even to Horebh. ,And .
the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of
the midst of a bush; and he looked and behold. the bush burned -

- with fire and the bush was not consumed.”" Here it is evident="
Iy declared that the angel appeared unto Moses. [t will be .

acknowledged that he saw with his natural eyes the appearance -
described, and that mo operation on his eyes was necessary to
enable him to see it further than the exhibition of this strange .

- phenomenon, (as it was then) to him.. The conelusion to which

we are here conducted,is this; To enable us to see any ob-
Ject, even dn angel, it must be brought within the range of our
sight. The effect produced on.the mind of Moses was this;—
““And Mosessaid, I will now turn aside and see this great sight, .
why the bush is not burnt.” This miraculous appearance cal-
led and fixed the attention of Moses. . It had taught him. no
trath. He was in aniazement what it should be;and if nothing
more had occurred, what do you suppose Moses could -have

‘told, more than the.simple, strange appeatrancé described?—

But let us'proceed with the order of events, one following an-
other In' their rational, natural orfler. ‘“And when the Lord
saw that he turned-aside to see, God called unte him out of the -
midst of the bush and said, Moses, Moses: and he said -here am I.
And he sdid draw ‘not nigh hither; put off thy shoes from off thy
feet, for.the .place whereon. thou standest is holy - ground,”’—
““Moreover he said, T am the God of thy father. &c. and Moses
hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God.” ‘Here Ho-
ses hegan to tremble, the miraculous appearance was then ex-
plained to him and he found himself in’ the presence of God
through the angel. . What convinced Moses?. He saw the flaine,
&c. “‘then heard the word of the Lord.- Thus we are led to
the conclusion that to be enabled to hear the word of the Leord,
1t must come within the range of our hearing. 7 v. “And the
Lorq said I have surely seen the affliction of my people which
are in Egypt, and Lave heard their ery by reason of their task- .
masters; for I know their sorrows; and I am come down to de-
liver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, &c.—to the 12th
V. where Moses said unto God, behold when I conie-unto the

D

héth sent me unto you, and they shall say unto ‘me, what is his
name!  What'shall ¥ say unto'them? And God said unto Mo-=

children of Israel'and say unto them, the God of your fathers

ses, | Am, that ¥ Am; and he said, ‘thus shalt thou say unto the
childrén of Israel, ¥ Am_ hath sent me unto you, &¢.” In all
the parratives of the world, can'there be exhibited more plain<
ness, simplicity and apparent candor, er an erder and ,éigfeé‘f%i\.-
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sion of events more perspicuous, one .naturallyand as it were
‘necessarily connected with, and dependent upon each otherl—
‘When we have read to the 4th ch. Ex. Moses again addresses
the angel and said, “but behold they will not believe rhe, nor
hearken unto my véice; for they will _say, The Lord hath not
appeared unto thee.” 1In a matter ofso great importance, so’
extraordinary, so supernatural, they will not believe my-m:are"
declaration. .I must. present them higher credentials—a testi-
_ mony correspondent to, or in character with the fact stated.~—
| What was the .consequenee of this argument or reply of Moses®

:“And' the Lord said 1nto hifa'what is_that.in thy hand®—And— — —

he said, a rod. And the sgid, cast.it on the ground. "And he
?ast 1t on the ground, and it hecame a serpent; and Moses fled
rom before #. . And the Lord sdid unto Moses, put forth.thy
hand :a;:_ld-_ ta.k_e.lt, by the. tail; and he put forth ‘his hand ' and
Acaughtllt, and 1t‘l::eca'me a rod, in his hand;” and what is this to
be done for! ‘“T'hat they may believe that the Liord God of
their fathers, &c. hath appeared unto thee.” " And furthermore
that is to further the same ohject he was commanded to put his
hand in his nosom, &c.” that it 'might become leprous and be
restored again by the'same action. ¢ Anditshall come to pass
if the.y will not believe: thee nor hearken to the voice of fthe:
first sign; that they will believe the voice of the latter s’ign'.”_.;.
; A_g}d, should they not telieve nor hearken to these two signs or
miracles, then he was commanded, to take of the ‘water of the
~river and castit on dry land and it should become blood. -And
all this was to be dene with a single design and intent, as ex-’
- pressed hy the word of the Lord—that' they right believe,—
Here we are led in heautiful gradation from one step to ano-

" cient testimony, we should ex ] .
~ much as if we douubted the évidence of our own sight.
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eried them as a nation? and how were they to be enabled to
donfide in them?  Before'we prugress, let another proposition

of daily occurrence, and universally -practised, be borne in

obediénce; and as such are receivediand practised on. A wit-
ness who swears to a false fact, is guilty of perjury. And a

~mind. Factsseen or testified toj etlual[y demand our faith and

juror who disregards: competent, credihle testimony, and so.
. renders-a verdict, is looked upon as equally culpable, and acts
- equally in‘disregard of his oath..; ", e 3 : :

- Testimony to a fact then, stands in place of our observa-

W b

‘tion of the fact; and if we doubted after the exhibition of suffi-

cite the astonishment of others as

“In connection with what has beén advanced, and in illus-

~ tration of it, we proceed to'remark, that God, in his communi-
cations or revelations to man, has qualified and made use of

human beings, as his adopted means, to restore man to a know-

-ledge of himself as their creator, preserver and Saviour; and

that (tod never did, nor has he ever vouchsafed or promised to

" reveal himself personally and directly to every individual, nor
to the elect, as they are so called—(not questioning that there is
" an elect and chosen race according to the scriptural import of

the terms.) " . - } - o

" Who was' chosen to go the Israelites? Moses. Yéthe, not
being eloquent, complained that he was slow of speech, &c.—
¢«And the Lord said unto him, who made mav’s meuth?  Or who
maketh the dumb, or deaf or the seeing or the blind?  Have
‘not 1 the Lotrd? Now therefore go; and I will be with thy

mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say;” 4.ch. 10, 12 v. &c.

Upon a further.apology of Moses, the anger of the Lord was
kindled and he said, ““Is not Aaronthe Levite thy brother! I
know he can speak well; and thou'shalt speak unto him and put
words into his mouth; and T will be with thy mouth, and with'
his motith, and will feach you what y .shall do—and he shall be
to you instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of
God. And thou shalt take this rod in thy hand, wherewith thou
shalt do signs, &c.” e o et e .

" Here was a most important and interestidg call and gquali-
fication. It was to answer a mest invaluable purpose. The

_ﬁ_thr‘el'_lfll-lt_il we reach this last in this. chain; to wit: that to ena-
ble them to believe it was indispensable- that they should have
| testimony of equal weight or in accordance with the fact com-
* municated. It is evident then that: facts and testimony must .
. be submitted to the ear or'eye or both before we can he-
3 }} i‘;%ﬁaél;yq- th%‘tf all that is necessary to enable .us to believe a
Afact, is this—We require a sufficiency of testim 1y,0 T~
per grade and cred(i]i}le.' ¢ * “".y‘ estlmf)?y{of t.he B
~ Could men have ever learned these communications, had
they been kept secret, or retained lgcked up in the Divine
- Mind? Never.: That they were.revealed to. Moses in words
.,15_1.111..:be allowed by all, who acknowledge the divine- aur'therll"ti:'
- ity of the Bible. . That the words were audible to Moses, is-
1c:;lual‘ly undeniable. The. miracle first gained the audience .of
Moses, through his eyes. And the word reached his ‘mind
through the ear, and thus the apostle Paul was sustained in his
decl.arahon and reasoning, when he averred, at the corclusion
of his argument, that *‘faith comes by bearing :and bearing by
the word of God.” Moses was now enahled to believe; and God
w;*s}___he author of his faith, ' But how were his brethren, the Is-
xaelites to gome Lo 8 kuowledge of those’ truths, which-cons

" Lord promised to reveal tb Moses, and he was to be the teach- .

' er, leader-and law-giver of the people. ~ So far from promising
or indicating a design to reveal himself directly to every Isra-
elite, he did not reveal these things to Aaron, but commanded
Moses todo so. So far from intimating that gome spiritual op~

eration (of modern origin) was necessary to enhble them to be-
lieve Moses, and an assurance of such aid, we are informed in .
" 0 many words, that the signs, wonders or miracles were inten-
ded to-answer that end 4 ch.28 %, &c” *And Moses told Aaron-
all the words of the Lord, who had sént tiim, ahd all the signs -
_which be had'commanded bum. _And ‘Moses and Aaron went:
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. and gnthered togefhcr all the elders of the children cf Israei;
*and haron spake all the words which the Lord liad spoken un-
~ to Moses, and did the signs in the sight ef the people. And the
people helieved; and when they hieard that the Lord had visited

~ thé children of Israel*‘ and that he had looked upon theijr aiflic-

o tmn. then' they howed their teads and worstipped,”. We de-
 ‘gire that this su'aject may be well ﬂnderstood and therefire we
- extract, largely from  the'sdcred record. "1 [ that record will
not.bring conviction, we know, cannot. [For we.are fully

- persuaded, that the. scrlptu res sustaﬁn the propositions we have
~ laid down:with more perspicuity and’ force, than all the writ-
_ings of the world besides. A false philosophy has clounded and
- obscured this subjéct, and. we ‘desire to recal bewildered minds
to the eracles which clearly pomt the way to life and immor-
tality: and to impress on the mlnds of all the pivus, the highest
- reverence for the word of {iod. . Here we find sloses speasing
~ te Aaron and convmcmg him of his divine mission—and both
Moses and Aaron convmcmg their Lrethren by the very means
Grod had instituted—all else is hlind infatuation, speculation and
conjecture, than which notbing is more derogatory to the word
- offzod. "It is a direct lmpeachment of that sacred book -and
‘those hea.venly communications to man; fo contend for some-
thing in addition, in' regard to which it is silent. It 'is neither
more norless: than a setting aside the miracles and testimony
.of Heaven, as insufficient for the direct end of confirming the
truth revea}gd and gaining an audience at the har of the judg-
ment for the reception of the truth. But to proceed. The most
signal miracles were wrouglit by the hand of Moses, until at
last” Pharoah, that hardened Monarch’ called for Moses and

Aaron and commanded them to get out from among his people,

that they might serve the Lord. It will be remarked that, n
the mean time, Moses, at the. command of (God, instituted and
observed, the Passover, and if the Israelites had not believed
and obeyed the word of the Lord, delivered them by Moses,
their first-born would have llkevnse been slain, when the des-
‘troying angel passed over Egypt. Again, if they had not be-
lieved and obeyed their ‘faith, they would have remained in
-Blavery and bondage to. Pharcah S 5 T JOHNSON, Edltor.

To be contmued :
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Rehgwus Intelhgence. |
' Bartons, Ala. Dec. 12, 1821.

| .ﬂEAR Bao'mm,—-()ur Conference comrﬁenccd on the Iast
day of Sept.* During the meeting 19 persons were immersed,
‘and ‘2 number.more. professed faith in Jesus; most of whom
have been baptized since, . 'Inl Limestone county 23 were im-

_ mersed, and others coufessed the Lord Jesus. lyn Mor an Co.

4 were 1mmersed; and‘in' Blount county: 8 were baptlzed

-----

e and sevcral from othemoczetws umted with ug.

I.':_!
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At alf the eampmeetmg,:s in North Alabama, and in the
South of {'ennessee,a‘out 17%. persons put onthe chrittian name:
by iimmersion, and from the best information that I havesreceiv-
ed prohahly 130 more have been added to the churches since.
'i'he following tilders were present at Conference, viz. John
Mulkey. Tsaac )JIulkey, John ileoton,; W Illlam Hoofon, fohn
M’Donald, Klisha Randolph, Eph. D. Mocre, ‘ames Anderson,
Toltert § annm,ﬁausel W, Wlatt%:ews and mvsel‘f
In Conference, we dispensed with the ethnette usually ob~
served. No bislop was called to the-chair, nor was.afiy . c]er-'
gywan or lay-mem er chosen-Président. -We entered no re-
‘sofves upon ‘our minute book, nordid we take the name of an
« Advisory Council.” But “Wlth oné-accord, In one place” we
mutually -engaged in arrangmn' the” a.ppumtments for our-next
annual meetings, so as to ®est promote the cause of the ile-
deemer;. and agreed to'request you te putlish said appoint~

ments'in the Christian ¥essenger.* .
Jas. Fl. MATTHEWS.

The Elders and brethren ih tue eu.c of Ta. met in confefe
ence at Liberty meeting-touse, Yeflerson co. on Kriday, Sept.:
7, i831. The elders present were A. L. Bailey, Tesse Mavity,.
Aaron’ Woallace, Danl. i Millin, and Bev. Vawter. The unor-
dained were, L. H. famison, Henrv Mavity, and Thomas Baird.
We requested all the churches in the east of Ta. to communi-
"eate with us by letter, and give wus the name and kind of meet-
ing-house in which. they worship, and .the number of members
in each congregation. It was agreed that our next annual

meeting should be held inthe White river church, near Saml,

Maxwell’s, Jefferson co. Ta. on the Friday vefore the 2d Lord’s

day of Vept. 1832.. We separated on I'uesday, in brotherly'

love, having immersed four:
Elder Js. Anderson of 3parfa Ten. writes (Nov. 19, 18‘31,)

«T thank God, truth, gospel truth.is:gaining ground in "this re-
ion. Chrlstlans are living in peace an\d harmony.

‘Klder Dav. H. Hathaway of Decatar, {). writes (Dec. " 28,

183" ,) Sincé the first of Sept. about 45 have professed faith in

Christ in the churches T visit.
Elder Joho f.. Davis of Brattonville, <. C. writes (Nov.. 23,

183" ,) Since I last wrote you we have had some additions te-

the churches T attend; 17 have joined at Repuhlican, and one

at .iherty. There appears to be a counsiderasle awakelitng
among the people in ‘the vicinity of Repubdlican, and I wpe
great good will be done. - I'have: great oppusition to wade thro..

~—He again warmly solicits the help of teaching brethren..

Elder 3aml. Kyle of roy, O. writes (Dec. 5, 1831,) I have
within three months past received into church membershxp 49

persons, the greater part of Knob Prarie.

(I

AL

“*Camp meeting appointments deferred fornext Ne. ———————————
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. I8KEfbyville, Bedford tty. Tenn-Dec. 22, 1881,
‘Bro, Stone: Believing that commanications from-any sourge
on the#nost interesting subject of all ‘'subjects, (Religion,) are

.. in somedegree congoling to' the feelings of .one»who, for so
- ‘long 4 time, has been a zgalous advocate, for.the Redeemer’s
< cause; 'Iz"-' though a youth, embrace this opportunity’ of letting

you know that the gospel of Christ is spreading in middle Ten-

- nessee. I have been riding through several:counties in this
- state for }Q‘mo_nths past,,during which time; there has been a-

bout 150 ummersed.; ‘Thére isa flattering prospect of more be-
ing married to Christ shortly.- The different sects’are very

~much confused-—the Baptist Brethren are now.divided into.sev-_
-.eral parties; some of them are very friendly: others expel mem-
" bers, who by authority of Jesus, immerse believers; and be--
"~ lieve his.authority to be superior to the mutable laws of men.
- Some ‘in .this -country, in order that it might be understood

that they.were. not of the popular sects,  have constituted

~ themselvesiinto a congregation under the double appellation of
- -the disciples of Christ of the Liberty-Union;. O! how unwilling
‘are people to acknowledge the name of Jesus, the head of the
. church.—When I came to this country there were not any.
- with whom I was acquainted, tb stand up with me, to defend
-the cause.of my Master. Butnow I have brothérs, F. E. Bec-
- ton; Keebble, T. Wynne, and Joseph Murphey, who are well

. able to wield the Sword of the Spirit. O, that.we could see

move faithfak men proclaiming the Gospel of Christ without re-

- gard to the speculations of men.—Yours in Christ. .
e e S L0 e L0, TOLBERT-FANNIN.

s T At Vo b ! ;

. Rush éty. Ia. Dec.-24, 1831.

mngleas RNy

}_ %, (‘ - e ‘ i i . »
' . Brother Stone: I have not béen altogether idle. Since'l

have been herey I will give you an account aof the last year.—
On last’ Chiristmas day I constituted a church. Since that
ime T have constituted two others, and attended with Brother
» B. Thompson in constituting two more, making 5 in all.—

;. ave preached on' an average five times a week; and have
~1eceived into the church of Christ more than one hundred mem-
. bers, and have immersed 50: .and in ‘the same time I have

cleared 5 acres of .wood-land, and raised 500 bushels of corn,

with: my own' hands; and no other help than two: little boys
abont 12 years.old; and one horse.  While I:was gone abroad

.. to"preach, the plough must stand. Yet blessed be God, my

" health and spiriis are good, and my family is bealthy: and what

is better than all, the good cause of my Master: is prospéring,
and prospects look much brighter for the coming year,:than
they have for' the past. Preaching the gospel is in great de-
mand. Could ¥devote my whole time “to the work.and preach

* dwice every day, I could notsupply. half the demands or calls.

The Reforming Baptists'and we, are all ong here; and we

“hope {hat the dispute between you and brother Campbell about

‘mames and priority, wi

- mence travelling in February.

WQ‘“‘d -\ﬂii'k‘?‘?gs from the world. ' G
* leadeth to repentance; . - :-

N
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_forever cease, and‘that you go on uni-

. tedto refarmtﬁe world., The King will réward each accerd-
_-ing toyaﬁgﬁks—Youm in hope of eternal life.” . . .

. JOHN LONGLEY. .

o g N SRR L T T Geeenilley Ala Dee.-9;-1831,:
-~ Brother Stone: T have latelv taken a tour of preaching on

the - Alabama, above St., Claibourn, in a very. populous part,

‘among a well-informed . people—many of whom had heen Pres-
~ byterians; :but they had become disgustad at the: longer and
_shorter catéchism, and had. thrown all: down—turned their at-

tention more .to thé’,s'_{,ﬁdjr of Natural Phylosophy,'and, in the
fog, have:partly become Deists. I pass d. throug, left appoint-

! ments for as much time as T.could spare, and but twice at one

place.” -I was informed’ by some of the leading characters,

- that"at six différent appointments, where I had’good congrega-

tions, that it was judred, there was but one who dissented from:

- the Christian doctrine.—If the Lord wiH, I expect to com-

«!  New Things—Three of the  old leading preachers of the

~ Calvanistic Baptists, not long since, at a big meeting, as they

say, p_uh‘!i_cly declared that Jesus Christ was god -supreme, and
that he never was born of a:woman, that the virgin Mary was
the church? and the supreme god came down and dwelt in the

¢ virgin, the ‘church. *.Two of them were expelled; the other was
- barely admitted to remain. The, twa expelled” have gathered

" asmall charch in this sort of'smoke, near the Big Canebrake,
2 _‘-}Jgtmeen'*the ‘Alabama‘and St. Bighy. =~ e

A New Revelation.—Itis publicly asserted that A. R. of Al.

hashada new light given him;—that John\the Baptist was no-»
1/AN0g moro:fior less than, thie Holy: Ghost, and that he mow
dwells in the hearts of all God’s eleet. For-this, (report savs.)
- < A closerattention to the lettérof the New Testament, will

free us-from those mists of error. . May the Lord in mercy look

" with pity onthe nations of the earth. May the true knowledge
..of God break forth ‘as the morning and -dispérse _sgpei'étitign

od islove; the goodnes of God
- “JACOB JOHNSTON.

i b 1

. State of Tennessee, Maury county, Jan. 4, 1832,

K -tﬁlzgther Stone: As to Religion I have to inform you, the
“~members of the chiirck of Christ, and theé members known by
-~ themname Disciples; (or: Reform Baptists,) regardless of all the
' @apg:es_.gndﬂg&ymgs-ab’b_u't crusades, about Trinity, Arian, So--
- ‘Cinian, -as. whether' it was possible for any persen to get to
. -heaven without immersion,. or immersion for the remission of
- 8ins.; Bo_tl:}_r.lsocl_et_,xe_s have come forward, given the right hand

of fellowship; and united upon the plain simple gospel, taking it

for tﬁgir‘direct;iimi_ in all things touching religion, and I have
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.. no douﬁt in my mmd 1f wefwalk up tﬁ;fgf ,@ thier
. it will prove a’ )les’si’ng,i# the surroundiis:
“ wrest out’of the hands of _h‘ﬁ&elp *an%fé-ugphr1ans,,oné strung
;weapon against the’ segl tures nifteient 1 all things
for.:the regulauon ofs th& c:htirch:. T wtull fqrnea.r saying: any
<, .more on. this suojject,. :‘»elleﬂné you will, (if> not before thiw
* reaches you) have Heard of i iffhy. an aalerfehand than T'am; as
somepne or two.of the preactﬁ‘ng brethpemwere at; this meet-
dng.—~No'more at present’ but hoping” you.may prosperin: your
attempts to dlssemmaie«%hb pure gospel unmixed with'the tra~

ditions of men‘and inithe'end arrive at'that Iace, provided fo‘r’

ad the falthfnl m chrmt,—-—-Yom's in‘the honds of the gospel. -
, S g A A At GRIF!‘ ITH bAI‘HbY S

RD‘VIARK“! OW THE AB )\‘E CJMMUNICA’I‘ION
_‘ “With pecullar pleasure we have read: these cam&numc&-
' #ions, and haveng dohbt hat aur readers will -enjoy eqoal plea-
sure with us: it the- perusal ‘of them. “Wiat can oetter please
- the frlends of. trqth, ‘thag to h:ear of, and se€ its progress, and
- victories in *su%adtmig rebelsto obedlence to their king, and in
- Vumtmg* them in’ ‘bonds of peaee dnd love! ~The communica-
- tions of bres: Longley -and. Lathey "are truly’ mterestmg It
. appears- that the spint of unionhas sunultaneously acted’1in. the
three states, and in a verysimilar way.. lo-this are the’ prayem
‘of Giod’s people answesed, and: their pioas endeamra successs

fully orewned=rather, should-we' say,~in this is the; pra,yeﬁ' of '

.Jesus answered, and the power of his gospel evincéd, .

kGD on victoripus.3avivur, ide on Almighty ng! f Al .:
/0 chain the woful.dragor, And cause the world te singli

# e’ Remember, brethren, that they who pray for; ‘and labor
i ';to promote the union of Chrlstlans i the Lord, are praying and

4 laboring for the apswer of our. Lord’s prayer, ““that’ they all
* . may be one’’—hut that they whio oppose this uniag; gppuse the

answer of his prayer; and the salvation of the world. . Let us
endeavor to keep ‘the unity of the Spirit, till we all cfnne in:
. the @aity of the faith—forhearing one another in Jove, ™,

. We .warmly" urge. our brethren at a distance,. as. well as
those who are near, o give us intelligeace of the progréss and’

triumph of truth, in their different sections of ‘coutitry. Jich.
' intelligence js° worth more than vo[umes of dull theelogy, and-
" vain speculdtmns. e T T el EDITURS.
QUERIES PRQPO‘BED TO THE EBITORS BY
' PERCONTATOR.. ;
1. Has Chnst come the second time wntbqut sm unto snt-
Pihon’ S % ..‘
2. In whit sense does haptlsm w’ash away sm‘l % s
8. If baptism is the, only sign that oursins are pardoned
~ what evidence can we: have that sms are yardoned befoi'e

baptlsm?

téF baptism? and
: _lugl?ﬁ{ﬂ
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4 H&Wtha’il ﬁrey nbtam f'orgweness; who have smned Ak -
§ what. ean ‘be, to them a. mgn that they are

ANSWERS: :
Q.uery 1. Has: Chrlst come, &ts. i
Answer, ‘The coming, of Christ is spoken of i ina: threefold

" gense.’ Ist. His_coming. in the flesh to save his peaple from’
their sins. . This was the great burden of the. old prophets.

This event was fulfilled when he was born of Mary. 2d. His
coming to the destruction of Jerusalem. Matt. xxiv.. This was

" fulfilled when " that city fell by the poweér of .Rome. 3d. His

eoming the second time without sin to save his. people from the

‘power of death; and judge the world in rightepusness. . This

coming did not take plade in Paul’s day, for he spake of it as
. yet.-future. *“Unto them that look for hlm, will he appear the
‘second time without sin unto salvation.”’ Neither did 1t take
_place in John’s day, who outlived all the apostles, and the de-
: structloq of Jerusalem itself. For Jerusalem was destroyed in

theé year:70, and John wrote the Revelation in 97. Yet: Yohn
contluua[ly spoke of .the coming of Christ,- Behold! T come
quickly. - Several events were to take place prior to his com-
ing, which have not yet taken place: as the return- and -salva-

‘tion of the Jews, and the fulness of the Gentiles brought in.
Several events will take place at his coming, so notorious that
it is evident he has not yet come: as the Millennial Glory; the

resurrection of the dead; and:theo ﬁnal judgements: ‘bis-putting

-down all the power; rule and authority fie had received as Me-
.diator, and delivering up the kingdom to the Kather. You may

ask, Why is this called his second commg" Seeing it is evi-

dent that his coming to-the'- destruetion of Terusalem ‘was his
'mecond-eoming? . I' answer: his first coming was in person; so

will be his second. His coming to destroy Jerusalem was not

,ln person; no_more than his promise of the Father and himself

goming. to ‘his people,; and making their abode in them. His

4 'ﬁ;-st commg was to save from sin—his second, is not to save
from sin, but from death. His first coming was to save sinners
‘—his second is to save them that look for him;. these are obe-

dient believers. His first coming was not to Judge, ‘but to save

- the world—his second is not to save; hut to judge ths world.

For.these reasons we may without doubt iconclude that he is
‘not come the. second time. F ok . t

. “Query 2d, In* what sense does. baptlsm wash away sin?
Ans. In the same ‘sense thaf faith and repentance save

from sin; for they are all only conditions, in the performance

ott: véh‘lich sin is remitted. and washedaway by the, g,race or favor:
(1) o

Query 8d. Tf baptism is the only s:gn that our sins are re-
mitted, what evld(.nce can we have fhat sins are remitted be-

Aore. baptism?

B e
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, Ans. The first part of the query is in a strange, unknown
language to me. ‘Baptism a sign of remission,” is a phrase
not taught by Christ nor his apostles.  The sign of remission
~ implies plainly that the.remission was before the sign, or ti at
* the sign followed it, and was given as a token that sins were
reviously remitted. The first part of the query being.not un~
d@itood by me, I cannot answer the second, being dependent

#eg)uery 4th. How shall they ohtain, &c.!, ,

Ans. T know of no !etter means than to ‘“repent and do
{beir first works”—and the sign that they are forgiven, is the
Jove of {‘od shed abroad in their hearts by the Holy Spirit,

which will cast out fear. S . :

S - B. W. STONE, Editor.
b e NOTICE. :
The Baptist Chronicle, 1 his December no., has presented to
the public a distorted view of .our religions opinions. He cannot
plead ignorance, when he bad ey ery means of information. The
public are informed that we shall notice nothing, coming from
that quarter, at-present. We have concluded to leave him and
Lawrence (ireatrake to grapple together in the contest, which

now appears to engage them. _ - EDITORS.

| _ NOTICE.

Frowr fﬁé'gfeaLnAlLfm{‘Iﬁﬁstian Hymn Book, we, the Edi-
tors. Sione and Johnson, have determived to edit a new edition,.¢
of the size of the last, corrected and improved—on good paper,.j%
with handsuvme type, and well bound. They who take hy the do~
zen shall have them at 374 cts. by the single at 433, We solicit
the agents for the Christian Messenger, and all the preachers,
and ‘many as may feel an interest in. this matter, to ascertain in |
their different sections of country, how maliy‘heoks:th?_ are w -E
ling to take, and be responsihle for—and-that they sen: ._t‘l‘g_,i_nfqrfﬁ
mation on this subject, postage paid; against the first of June’
next, as we wishi to have them ready for distril:ution as early asy
possible.. No'pains shall be spared {e make them acceptable in
matter and ford. and to have them sent well boxed to any port
in the United States: the extra expense to be paid hy those te
whom they mnay be sent. " EDITORS.

‘Several communications are_secessarily deferred for future
numbers. R g '

To POST MASTERS, to whose office the Christian Mes-
genger is sent, please, imm~diately after the arrival of this no.

inform ug whetber it be received by those to whomn it is' directed.

e e e i = 8 -V i i =
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CHRIWSTIA G

BY B. W. STOVE & JOHN T. JOTINSON,

ELDERS IN THE CHURCH OF CHRIST.

““ Prove all things: hold fust that which is good.”—PAvL,
L T o

Vor.’ VI_] <i G—EoééﬁTown; Ky. FEBRUARY, 1832, [(No. 2.

O O e S T S AP P P A RS T L NS oSS, T T F P UL 5 4 € Tl L i

SO

Tue CHRISTIAN MESSENGER is published menthly at
- ONE DoLLAR a year, or for 12 numbers, if paid oo the reception
of the first number—or $i 25, if paid within six menths.  The
who procure eight subscrivers, and remit the money to the Fidi-
tors, shall have one volume for their trouble. The postage to
be paid by the subscribers. The postage of each number is 13
cents under iU0 miles. and 2% cents over 100 miles. '

" FAITH ACCORDING ™0 THE SCRIPTURAL AC.
~ COUNT. |
(Continued from page 26.)

The glad tidings believed, impelled the Jews to action, and
| they marched after their leader, in full confidence and in jqoyful '
" anticipation of the proffered deliverance. Not being vet freed
~ from the tand of bondage, we hear nothing of amEexpression of

triumphant joy. On the contrary, when Pharoabh and his host .
pursued and came near, they were in doubt and dread, and be-
an to murmur. Discovering this, Moses again spake te them
- 14th ch. £x., 13 v. “Fgar ye not, stand still, and see¢ the sal'va:
tjz.onv.oi,'-’-h&Lﬂ-LdL which he will show you to day; for the Egyp-
tians (your oppressors) whom you have seen to day, ye shall see
them again no more,” &c. They had thus far proved their faith
and (xod was now. about to perform his great promise to them’
««And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the Lor(i
caused the sea to go back and they went over upon the dry
ground, the water being a wall on the right and on the lei"ty
But .Pl}?roah and his host essaying to go ovér, were drowned‘
«And Israel saw the .great work which the Lord did upon tht; ‘
Egyptians; and the people feared the Lord and believed ‘the Lord
an[i his servant Moses.” 15th ch  *“Then sang Moses and Jthe
chlldreﬁl of Israel ths song unto the Lord, and spake, I will sin
, unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously,” &ec. 21
A And Miriam answered them, “snig ye to the Lord » & . i
ey . gy sord,” &c. Thus
E T Yb reed from the Jand of bondage and saved from their
; eNEeMIEs, belng baptized into Moses, i the cloud and in the sea.

% See a confirmat; s ‘
 th Coriuthz::;'_;mn of this in tPe 10th chap. of Paul’s 1 letter to
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their apostacy, they were threatened with the loss of those dis-

B  CHRISTIAN
The Israelites wete deliverad, cong regatad s

T A leges and hlessings. _
L i R o> el and put tinguished privileges i ted with faith and
under a special .governmental ATABEEMENt, 16 achdranlict, the. £ mises of ivod are invariably connected w .

AL VP it 2 ote s G e T 1 apade e, W 2 S Y e . p*aﬂ& i ; J lhe I'U_.}'llse ) =

most beneyolent purpese. towards the%'um‘ %ﬁ ;f%.m'i‘l' Thp,,lIShthe : dienpce- His faithfulness and goodness to the tews was man-,

a typical bo:: and all that beii i ca i 3 DU - 1€y were s igual manner, so long as they obeyed his

2 Lypical peop e; and aj fﬁgat»beiopgedem'fh__elr Serviceior rifual ifested in the most sigual m RDIRG 99 ) e o

"Was cesigned, and does fornish the most indubitab ledestimony to = word: but whenever they disohey ed, the most G s o b i

Ih&*dif*i’ﬂﬁfmijghg_lqn of Jesiis the Chiris g -_—Tfus'ti'n WS jshments were the cunsequence. 'That was, emphatically,

what ¥oses said e ez o ot s L TASting, in .

Rfirming’his missi TR - e evated aiwve the rank of
ot ’-cpnﬁﬁ?mmgf?lﬁ,.mls;s‘,on.'lby‘m""'a‘f‘.“.lol_is-,;attes'@é age of law. lts subjects were nmf?"e‘:iatmder Ll i
lons—coniding in the Promised deliverance, and tb:é'éhjéyrﬁéﬁt servants, in contrast with the sons of Giod, t g

of ﬂ-le land of Canaan, they obeyed; and aftersthey dbbved Tk So Paul proves in his 4th chap to the Hallgtmus. - In the wm_dom
rejoiced 1n - their deliverance, " Thus was. thé-promiééyﬂﬂﬁﬂ 3 of (od, man has teen placed under different d:spensal.m_n.s,
and at every. step of obedience the power of God attended Ehée -3 e I;:lve‘%>frt'n adapted to his condition and circumstances, in
.. These types will in due fime, be brouight to bear upon the ap." the different ages of ive worid; from which we learn one 1mpor-
Ui-types, and we shall be enabled to discover some of the strikine . tant truth that man must be taught by experience e
resemblauces, . ¢ LT D S e L S ay mg*", a'bhe christia:: age was irftroduced at a time, when human wlf-
Prepargtqry to the"lﬂ.tf‘@dl;‘ctimi of t).he-',ﬁlfé; niilréélés doétr,{hé & dom had proved utterly unavailing to find ont ¢ :ud', or tu originate
 resurrection, &g. of the Son of God, we Salinit ébrn’é Sk if : a‘system suited to the exigencies of the human family. e
Remavkey " T T e SR e RS R BEhea ]yn that awful apostacy, when the world bad ecome drunk with
g, thgi_t;‘_@;e;‘j re-memb.e-réé;gtliat the Tsraelites did not.redeive an - idolatry, he who had beeun the burthen of the Pr(_:p’fnels. the pro-
- form of‘..gj()?em.mem,._:or,f'the law; until they were i'-‘rapt‘iZed i.ntz ot Lo g CE e Messiah, the Son of ;(r'od., made lnls
Mps'qs’vl‘p-iti{hﬁ.'¢!-i?;94‘;..Q.Hﬂf:,,.i'_;__l,;‘!ﬁ;he:"sea', and the promise of God had wonderful appearance, and was at his baptism, 1troduced to the
- been fu]iﬁl‘lgd mdf’l“e“ngthem from the hand gf 't:'li-éi‘r:bpﬁﬂf"gé: world, by the i"ather, as bis well beloved and only begotten Son.
¢.Sors: - Previous to that time, Moses had sibmitted to them the He was (hat illustrious personrge, of which Moses said, “A Pro-
- evidence, of his divine call; Yielding to the incontrovertible ~ phet shall the Lord your tiod raise up unto you, like to me—him
attestation of God; ‘exhibited in their presence, they fled from ghall e bear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you; and
.tbp l'ag‘di;";of.,;.b.on,dage‘, and "'t,r,iumphed glorioiisly .over their ene- it gha);[ come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken to that
mies.. . Their faith was so Anwavering in the divipe mission of B hnt shail be ont off from among the people, or excluded from
Moses,ﬂﬁand'oﬂ:hi’s qualifications to -CQﬂd“ct'“‘em‘saf‘eIY th';ﬁlt'the | the F():onwrurratiou.” ile was born of a woman, born under Lhe
did th;-P&.us‘e@@:.in_qui,l'éil.ivrhat{ peculiar ‘gOvernméﬂt'thé’y '%éréfg Taw. to redeem (hem that were under the law, that we might re-
s "-“"~P1-a"‘f.¢€? under. -They did mot  hesitate in T’egﬂf'd-=f0:--Whe£h81-“- cei;e the adoption of sons; and that the blessing of Aln;ah':am
. they cauld be -fa;.l;thfu_l,.Bor'Wh'e'ther-they might p'rdba'bl'y-dish()ﬁdr might come on the Gentiles or nations through Jesus Christ;

th.e{iz;uée theyWGre called on to esponse. No: they reposed im- that we micht receive the promise of the spirit. through faith,

P i ‘o a ; i ; 5 : .. ) 2 e e e e
Pl QOﬂ-f_idenqg.;n their leader, 2 'aMlqlﬂﬂie%mamhgﬂrwﬁhi' Moses was a servant in God’s house; but Christ asa Son over his

---'-——Mﬂs‘as—m'*mef'wdﬁéTE&ﬂFﬁWra{:ce “In th i i hold fast thie confidence
AT T S S M S : i € recited narrat 2 5, Y se are we, if we ho as
. there 1s:a ldcid exhibition of the truth,.tha b abd oo frn house, whiose house are:

imvel 1 s - t faith, and motives to : joici he hope firm unto the end. Moses was a
, mpel to action, are alike indispensable. We helieye ih-oilvssiilgg ;nddtitea;%’?;(;nigvg: tto (ia:he l?Iews.. ‘The Son of God is the leader
" of facts, which Possess no motive, no intrinsic, inherent eficacy -:i]adf g togthe world, the light of the world. designed to en-
. la ‘move us to-action. . I believe ‘that Julivs . Cesar. lived and 11 hf:n %vor man who cometh into the world. 'Tbe miracles
died, yet I feel upmoved. . Why? Because. there. i pothing of e e TR e splendid and benevolent
Anterest to me . to .impel to, any definite action. * I beliéve the BN N mutiins. rejieyinoed und’ phesed s randates b
- fact,. that Jesus Christ new reigns and rules. over universal e, | tl B Tor ducirine wis . withont & patallalishaing piratly e
- pire; that he died for our sins according to the scriptures; that | dea‘i d tgo the circumstances of man, and precisely fitted to ren-
.he W_as_)bur led, and,.rqs_.e‘.agam the third day,&c.; and all t_'l'ii_s'.wjﬁgh;_ A —dzilfh] as happ'y' as»-h'e could be, in this life, and to qualify him for-
_ QOHBgmr'maﬁi@?Jlf"‘?”wﬂefm!_Mhe; power of death, pades and- 7 e fect enjoyment of the life to come.
- the grave. The beliefof these facts. possess an inherent, inal+: f: ook enjorn

We will now proceed to show, that the testimony recorded by

tenable power to impel to the most signal actions,’and when pro~ - the Evangelists, was designed. as Apostle John says, to enahle us

perl;.y appre@}ated, are Caicﬂlated tQ‘re;mluﬁdniz”e aﬁd',!"ﬂf@?

T e 2iutlons mithe “beliecve that Jesus is the Christ,the Son of God. and that
wortd- . The'law was given at Maunt Sinai, after, their baptism, },‘;,,;efjﬁff”ive s e It Dt A i e D) b B Y.
‘and they ‘unanimously agreed. to its ‘provisions, . Deliverance T B hs 2 the

‘thei R i e _ ‘hi i immersion, the Spirit of God descended from
from'thelr_ enemies. .apd the ‘Possession of the: land . of :.C.%nﬂm-:' I[_\IE_ hlspf ?p,:f!g ?ix;;emrgzg it abode uppon him. So testifies John.

......
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“And T knew him not; but that he should be made manifest to
Israel, therefore am 1 come baptizing with (more properly) in

water. And.lohn barerecord, saying, lsaw the piritdescend-

ing from Heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him; and 1
knew him not; iut he that sent me to baptize with (more pro-
perly) in water, the same said unto me. upon whon: thou shall see
the “ipirit descending and remaining on him, the same is he who
baptizeth with (more properly) in the Holy Spirit. And [ saw
and bare record that this is the Son of God.” 'fhusintroduced,
by the high credentials of the IFather to the world as his Son,
and after the expiration of the forty days, in which he was in the
wilderness, he went forth as a ““minister of the circumscision to
confirm the promises made to the fathers.”. ‘il.e world is not
left to vague conjecture as to his divire pretensions. At the
marriage in Cana of Gallilee, the effect of the miracle there

done, is thus described: *'I'his beginning of miracies did Jesus

in Cana of Gallilee and manifested forth his glory; aund his disci-
ples believed on him.”” John, 2, 1}. Again—#Now when he was
in Jerusalem, at the Passover, in the feastday, muny believed 1n
his name. when theysaw the miracles which he did.”” 23 v. Ni-
codemus said to him, “We kiow that thou art « .leacher come
from God, for ro man can do these miracles whicl thou doest, ex-
cept God be'with him.”” 3 2. 't he effect of his interview with
the woman of Samaria, is thus described: ““And many of the
Samaritans of that city believed on him, for the saying of the
woman, which testified, he told me all that ever ! did. So when
the Samaritans were come to him, they besought him that he
would tarry with them; and he abode there two days; and many
more believed, because of his own word; and said unto the woman,
now we believe, not because of thy saving, for we have heard
him ourselves, and know indeed that this is the Christ, the Saviour
of the world.” 4th chap. Jobn, 39 to 43 verses. At the 53¢
verse we have the effect of healing the Nohleman’s Son recorded
thus: **So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the
which Jesus said, thy son liveth; and himself believed, and his
whole house.”

- It is essential that every person should understand his duty;
that he may do what is required. for doubtless none are so blind-
ed as to contend, that man is required to perform an act or ser-
vice, under the penalty of punishment, ‘which is beyond his
powers. We desire the most rigid and critical examination of
the scriptural testimony on this point. as we are confident that
a false step here, has involved thousands ip utter confusion and
mysticism and a labyrinth of errors from which it is next to im-
possible to extricate them. And instead of being warned, and
retreating from the grossest perversion of the testimony and
word of vod, many of them gravely stand up in the presence and
hearing of the people and teach them, that the testimony of God,
recorded by the Prophets and Apostles, is incompetent to pro-
duce what they call saving faith, or the faith which impels to
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dience and that they must receive some other aSS}s:ifl“"’e oF
obedien® fore th.y can obey. %o far as such teachers have in-
Jibgetus DeI0T e Laught to act disoiediently to the command of
fluence, men ar aud privileges coonected with the salvation of
God. All dl:; le:s cleapr as noon day’s sun; and we Lave o hesl-
T 1sanatu(:‘, that this 1s one of thuse h_lcid proposiiivng.about
2o ut y would e oo ditference of judginent, were MR Ao
yhien ‘teT:tso Lv.  bn counclusion of this Lumier we would re-
gfulse-pu o {,;,g.minm of the candid reader, the truth of.tljg
impress 'l‘IP it faith is the clspring of th_c Bpirit. _:\ll that 18
prnpusm.)n.. { I ot tod, and of s designs, oF lis tavo., or
L 0': ‘&r‘;‘:‘i::; ?amlh uf‘n:;iﬂ, is derived from the llemg Ur"?'
d;‘.‘}ieat:c? tahu@ oracles were deiivered to us, b.y t{:uzc w 1.-.0.lwﬂe; 3
s L&, the inflnence and guudane of the =pirit. - 'U “"e ye
undert R e nope, thal many wlo are yet cumgudmg
graeuclues Wity LIt i !r ,unucriptuml work of the spurit, will
for some phy~ical or (.”ut; ﬂwhmlracles wrought by the power of
acknowledge the lorce 0 ‘oirit. as recorded, are alisudicient
God and the teaching ol the Spirit, as SR LA Rl T
i to Helieve and obey; and that ibe rejec :
to enable men ol condemnpation in every fand

evidmwc cuustilul_e:; ﬂit‘.d J T. JUl‘iJN?."’UNa
the Gospel is heard. :
where . P (-ro BE CONTINUED.)

man, are!

REFLECTIONS ON THE PREUEI)ING ARTI(,];‘E. :
It i;truly a humiliating idea to the enlightened anld (limdcissegftx;
' at dissertations—reiterate -
f the cumwunily, that disserta I i
?%)rr:s(:m faith. the miost simple doctrine ol ;ex-c»lal;ul), are l‘nrﬁs
: nsabl nec,essary to disai:use the rehg-wus_wurld from the
pfouds oyf the apostacy 1n which they have reen involved for ag&s:
‘chp descend iuto the very minulic of truth, and presentit ltn :, __
lainest language to the nnderstanding ot vur fellow pr?at urﬁg&
'I\)fct so blinded by tradition—su wedded tofsy;timls——s?hl:yargj:;ct
: . : S L . :
—s0 intoxicated with the wine ol Dabylot ,
Ez gif:gt, :)r cannot understand it. t!'h;;.ve (t)m;hted gWh%llifir
i Al ' ' than faith, or belhieving. Ulll-
e is a plainer idea 1o nature - ;;
:1‘:'2; unde?'slaud it, 80 sooD as ti;ey ulndlgrslaf;d lalr:gll:ags;ne;hio;;
to hear them say, I dont Oetieve U, W me
:::;:[Tg(:anor incredible 1s relaled to them! i her:(r1 unso;)iilsticeat:?
] : : and perfectly understan e ef-
ininds understand the term; an f ‘ el
it 1 Tell a child that a mad dog p
fects of it in themselves. id th: o
. if it believes, how soon will it be move !
i e g 1 rv faith of Noah. He was
and seek for refuge. Uhis was the very :
told of the approaching deluge. be believed, and being moved
\th fear. prepared an 1rk of safety. ;
WI.But w:a-ars gravely told, that this falt? ott; tileb'?gllda’sa;';3-:§
. i . A aia s child w :
loal, is not saving raith. itce_xtannly is; forthe ld
2‘3; the bite of tﬁe dog. and Ioal from the devourirg ﬁo_od,‘liy
their faith. Paul had s«id that “we are of: them _that t:elleve,_ 0
the saving of the suui;”” and then (Heb. 11) describes {hul saving

faith and its effects, and produces the faith of Noah and iis_cf-
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~ fectsy to establish hus, sositions  Ged' informs' the world of the
dreadful ruin impend ig them. and points:the way of salvation—
they; whobelieve; ate moved with fear, and fly to the Sa, 1our and
attend tohis word for salvation. The miystics tél} us this is noth-
ipg moye than 4 naturalifaith, and therefore it canuot save us. We

are thankful that faith'is ‘not'supernatural; if it were, then that
j8-Tequired Which is abeve our nature, and  therefore: impossible
. forus topossess. . And would a just'and merciful God réquire an

impossibility, and condemn us to eternal torments for not perform-

m‘a fcu'riou's question, and may he profitable if rightly exa-
-;p;{:jedilagd 'answfen‘ed;_ Mhy is it Asz diﬂi].')cu'lt'to ‘bring IEen ytco ﬁ:—
. lieve theiospel of. the Son of God? ‘F'wo reasons have' been as-
signed _Wli}y-‘“men_canﬂot believe the ‘gospel. 'I'be Deists and
‘ Scep.tms- saf"the,reas_oh‘lsr, because the evidenee of its truth is
deficient. The mystic theologians say, because the natural ca-

- pacity of man is deficient, er not capable of receiving the evi-

~ dence, though it is complete.  HKither of these reasons is equally:
_derogatory to (sod-.: ‘I'0 require us to believe when the evidence
is defective or insufficient, is to-require an unpossibility—and
to require us to believe, when the evidence is above the compre~
-hension of our natural capacities, is also to require an impossi-
bility. We dare not'dishonor God by édmi.tting' either of these
reasons.. L R B : A A Fi

- - Btill the'question recurs, ‘why is it so difficult to bring men to
believe the Gospel! The Jewish Rabbies, by their glossaries of
the law and prophets, made void the word of Gud. > lustead of the
doctrine of God, they taught their own doctrines and command-
ments. - :*-'.I‘he Jews, receiving these astrue, could not receive the
oppositeito them as algo true. Therefore, blinded by traditions

- they cauld not believeitheir prophets, who spoke plainly réspect-’-'
ing th_e‘_"—;\;l:ess;ah_-. : .,-_’-;I?'.his; ha]'?)pened_ to them in their defection og.

. .apostacy: from the "Lerd, Kefore® the advent of the Saviour:

'];Perr.. ‘[almuds, or their expositions of<the Holy “Seriptures

were gonS‘ldered\ paramount {o the scriptures themselves. B;

_attenilon A_tp“t_-héhse'.,-the divine scriptures were neglected, or forced

“to accord with -t\heirl', exXpositions.. It 1si no wonder then, that
when their prophecies were fulfilled in Christ, they recei'v?e&"nd

" conviction of his being the Messiah, or believed 1n him; because. -

" they ‘were ignorant of those prephecies, and believed in their
- traditiops, which taught different doctrines from .what the pro-
‘phets taught. But it is'recorded that all that learned of the Fa- .
ther; who spake by the prophets, believed in'Jesus, and came to
~ him, but none else. - Had all the Jews learned thus of the Fa-
“ther, and .not of the glossing rabbies, th'e;y would all have be-

Heved and come to him.': [\

3 ‘T hPar :;he. ‘tisijgé-ﬁ;’-:s;t "(‘;'ep_tﬂ;'jfij-i‘és‘:cm_j;i‘s,tiaﬁn__ity gjve rsp'réadi thé‘world'.
Theteachers generally: taught the ‘doctrine of Christ and his
Apostles in simplicity.. . But after that period; créeds and con-

 fessions - were ‘introduced, and teok, the place of the Bible.
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Opini()'ns of truth, and not the trath itself, were made the test of
christianity, and of christian fellowship. 'There were as many

creeds as parties, and each was greatly multiplied, all claiming to

be founded on the Bible. P'hese coptradictory systems wezkéned

the faith of many. caused otbers to doudt the truth of - ¢christian-

ity, and some Lo reject it entirely. t'his is the lamenta®le siate

of things at the presept fve. some.cuntend that God loved but

a part of fallen-mea 1 bis yuycre:ga_fty. and gave them to his Son

from eternity to be :_m_i‘,_‘iijfj‘,ﬁ'deamed in time—others that he

Joved all, and sent his Sua 10 ve the saviour of all. “ome teach

that Christ died for all, and fuily satisfied for, and pa:d theirdents

——others tiat he died not forall.  Some, lestany of the non-elect

should believe and na saved, contend that a sinner cannot he-

lieve till soine mystic, na: descript work of the Spirit be wrought
in him to enable him to believe. ‘These, and a thousand other
such notions have been introduced as fundarrental or essential
truths of the i3ible; these notions yet distract atid divide the
christian world, a .d are embodied 1n systems, on which the par-
ties are built. Can we reasopably hope for a better state of
things, while these systeins are regarded as truth—while they are
‘made ipso faclo paramount to the Bihle—I say, paramount to the
Bible; for let a person confess the Bible alone, and appeal to it
for his justification irom the charge of heresy, yet this will not be
granted—he has denied their system, and the system condemns
him. Here is popery without a pope. Here is infallibility mo-
destly concealed—permission, it js true, is g1ven to all to read
the Bible; but wo to tie man that dares understand it differently
from the system, which he has professedly received!

Tell thein to believe and obey the Saviour:—we cannot till
God in his sovereizu time and way enable ns—we can as easily
create a world as to believe in Jesus. ‘U'ell them to obey;—we

“can do nothing but sin, till the Lord regenerate us. Tell them
of the unlimited love of txod to the worid—that he is not willing
that any should perish, but that all should come to repeniance—
that all should believe and besaved. They have learned the art
of construing all this in accordance with their systems. The
trath is without effect, because disbelieved and disot:eyed. : 'T'he
root of all these evils appears te be this: that the cherch had
apostatised from the truth, by substituting opinions in its place.
As long as opinioas of trath are made tests of christianiiy, so
long will the apostatised church remain in Babylonish confusion,
division and disunion—so long will infidelity grow—so long will
the prayer of Jesus, that they all may be one, remain unan=-
swered—so long will the world remain in unbelief and perish in
their sins. . _

O Brethren! you who see and deplore this iamcuizsie state of
things—you who weep for Zion and the perishing world—you who
have denied yourselves of the wealth. honor, and friendship of
the world.for the truth’s sake—-you who have your names cast gut
as evil for Jesus’ sake—who 'suffer reproach and shame for nis
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]name—who spend your strength and fill up your days inlabors of . - MESSENGER. -~ g S 4]
yf:;:!“t’(i)tgar\;ﬁl (:Zl:(}gvae.nc; :(llle world, fear not. Your Lord regards "it'h,iq‘the,m;,,all ;_thez..;e;lemehts,é.;prodqqtive:-of-‘ﬁ-i'écﬂfi*gfj?!.iﬂ,-;ggg}n." i
nist) oF Foshs. I 1,0 2 h:ﬂ)proves your labors. Labor after the tion. -Their efforts to make proselytes wtheircauw,wgheirh-
Hels e G is gentlgn ess and meekness. In meek- ér scriptural or unseriptural, almost unbounded; ‘and yef dnstead
R et o al;?pose. Be not too sensitive of reproach; .of enlarging their boundaries, or adding strength to th{(}&ﬂ&ég
Objections gl'OWnystron e t:)ounteq worthy to suffer for his sake, new platforms are erected upon ‘which to -_;-al_ly_ theg; ‘di'tv; '%d‘alz‘\d
may be urg,'ed with mucg = lthe”', antiquity and universality, dispersed parties. The pagpet of.attraction; amongst them,
difficult to meet success fu“zea against yeu, and which may be does not possess sufigtent aflwenbe.to bind and connect them t6-
word of the Lord; and po y-—-bto answer them, bring the plain gether by the boud.of heare. on. all this confusion, we are con-
be drawn into the lai, i var :decoyed. toleave the Bible, and strained to ask; wheré-is the body of Christ! Which of the pur
truth as it is in Jesus _:’1 L:: of speculation. FKver hold up the merous bodies WQuld'he,recdg‘mze,gs‘ bm-lt_‘__upgp the foundation:of -
your God for that knowled truth—that makes us—free——1'hank — —his Propliets and A postles, he heing the chief corner-stone, wére
pity those who cloge th Sir 54 a‘nd power of it you possess—and he now to make his personal appearance in’ the world? - -"S‘Nh‘atr
iblopa-to raegsar Gt fre’e-; gainst it—labor, and still lahor | errors would he repudia’te-wwhag tryths -would be ret_am‘! '_i__-:hé';;gr‘.l __
A Hanving ﬂqm the snare—from the darkness and are questions of momentous i‘mport,’and{sho_qld rouse and awaken
them of their rea Sitl,latio l;ey tlr?'ay be offended when you tell into activity all.the pious of all'sects.’ lLet each one makeithe
nothing, being blind to the—'_ hey may thlﬂ]f they have need of 1nquiry, at the bar of his ,confsc_len_ce_and“ludgmenf, wh_at,haﬁye I
undainted and naticit b lr_:])wn state, : htrﬂ_l persevere with - done, or what am I doing to gxplode;t‘he false and d-eceltful»g;o_s_.
Look bask t6. the tid inniua ’ afﬂﬂ rest not till L;pn be restored, ses, by ~w‘;h-icl_r.-m§n‘_-‘have obsqurgd -I_the. word of God,‘ s0 as to pro-
hat God ‘efacted by‘ orgdu _ugdcent_ury.' What great things duce recongiliation, harmony, love and union! If‘any human
gains daily fresh victori(;s_ EBPIBE-_ beings! Fear not Truth being, who'professes to love the Lord Jesus and his doctrine, -
of righteousness beams op t'l:ooi 'd“,n hegins to awake—the sun cannot give a favorable answer, as' to \:.helr efforts towar(‘:ls..t'hie
VR iy reaf ord’s people in Babylon—great advancement of the holy ends proposed in-the query, and without -
breaking-, and many ;g b T‘Jt“"‘l‘: appear—the raoks are whieh, thie Saviour has clearly indicated. that .the_: conversion of
Featioty higilreas siond ursting through her brazen gates. the world cainot be accomplished, that person is involved in the
’ LSR8 tntled sy (e Lord. | most awful responsibility., ‘“Not every one that saith unto me, .
ol B. W. STONE, Editor. | Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of-Heaven; but he that
UNION OF CH}USTIANS, doeth the will of my Fatifer which is in Heaven.” Mat, 7, 21,

e _ Is it the wtll of our Heavenly Father, that christians'shoul&rbe ,
In th ERSION OF THE WORLD. united in one body? -~ All. will answer in the affirmative, - Who -
17th ;h:pltl;:.e;?e:;o;ghgr?r&rr t;gethe bt““:i“_"a embraced @n 'the | then is d-oing his vgil!? "Who ‘ig. a;’tfternptirng to briug abp;‘lt _§_0-de-
petition, on behalf of his A i mos har ent and soul-stirring sirable a state of things! It was a concern of such magnitude,
esting, lucid and consolatory appeal: «Naither por TR ibter- 25 totall forth the prayersiof. the Soncay Begt a4 manuet marg;,
alone, but for them also Wlli{:;p?}eﬁ'b A either pray I for these ' pnprgssr\(-e,fand' ip féeling more glevafed---‘jd‘ﬁgg_l;;psmr_lng,{_ .than the
word; that they all ma 1 y ? a ellev‘e on me t‘h‘x:oqgh their 1magination can justly conceive. “T,h_erp‘is‘-muc)l‘more;qulv-edg ‘
. y be one; as thou, Father, art 1n'me, and in this prayer,-and muach more truth inguleated ip it, than many

I in thee, that the ' )
: ) y also may be one in us; that the Id : of, - ' those wk : lieve 1im
- lieve that thou hast sent me.” verses 2} 21. he::(:e rl::gt?x?; ; panwou e vblhiddhe il £t i ST

portion of that memorable prayer, breathed forth in full vigw of

his crucifixion, in all the Tervency of that love which brought him

from Heaven, to redeem and reclaim a ruined and rebel race of
men. and then cast vur eyes over

CoNNECTED wiTH THE CONVE

arises (in every land where gospel light is’enjoyed) is this prayer
availing to any one, who does not believe on Aim through the '
teaching of the Apostles? We allude to thoseﬁwhq possess ra- ..

: the religious world, our mind tionality, and ‘'who h iched the point of respongibility; f
are impressed wi : ; i ALy minds lionality, an who have reached the point o rest.)on._.l., 1.lty,_ or
aw pressed with the most serious reflections, and the most | to talk about the responsibility of infants, lunaties, idiots ‘and

ful forebodings. Instead of the b i - L i ; : £y
Head, and the one Spirit animati one body, united to the one and all such, is' to ‘talk without meaning. ~ We are asasspred of
weith the hacribls PIrit animating that ene body, we are struck | one thing as we are of our existence, that if all believed on him

nd disgusting deformity. ofsom '
- - . e » z
dies, animated, more or less, by diﬂ'ereny ] scores of bo

_ | . through apostolic teaching, and: believed neither more nor ¥ess
“be the true body,

t spirits, all claiming to | . than they taught, real christians wonld be united in one body—

and to possess the true s irit. Th . : : : e ; ¢ 4
of the leade , ; L= APt e teaching and having been cast into the same mould of doctrine, they would
Boints, o Op'sogifteth::ti.riipecgwe bodies, is, in many important be animated by the same spirit. - But we have lo% lere, and 10’s

) 1ght and darkness, They have collected ; there, and the world is tossed to and fro by every wind. of doc-

trine,that men can invent, from the Mormeniteto the Mahometan

through the word or teaching of  his Apostles. Now the question -~
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_The'apostolic order of the:Gospel is, by many reversed, per-
verted and 1ts power neutralized. ' The following order is prac-

. tisgd: by some: *‘Ist’. Baptism, 2d.""The Holy Spirit, 34. Repen-

MOAT N L N A AT S T

tance; #th; Faith; 5th: The Resurrection:.  Others have this’

order:=—1dt. The Holy Spirit,-2d. Repentancé, 3d. Faith, 4th.
Baptism), 5th. The Resurrection.  Others again dispense with
~-Baptism entirely—whilst others have substitutdd sprinkling and
pouring. -. These are the modes'and orders, the actings and do-
ings, of what i’ called the Orthodox. ' None of them hold forth-
a clear, and certain gospel remission. W i1th many of them, it is
‘ultogethera doubtful matter; and theyseeni to profess a hope of
eternal life, which strengthens'as their'doubtsincrease. .
Liet"us return to the lucid arrangement. of the Apostle Peter,
on the day ' of Pentecest. < A ‘most splendid miracle had been
wrotight, 1 fulfilment of an ancient promise,

peayletegetﬁer “Peter stood forth the able advocate of the
eause -of Messiah’s kingdomon' this ‘day of its commencement,

He argued the cause before the vast crowd; and proved. that this
~ Jesus whom they had crucified and slain, in whose blood they had
just before imbrued their wicked hands was now exalted at the
right hand of* the Father, and was erowned King of Kings. This’
he‘conclusively established by the.law and the ['rophets; and
when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart. They in-
quired - of Peter” what they must ‘do. He informed them, that
they must' reform and be baptized, in the name of Jesus Christ,
for thee remission of sins, and they should receive the gift.of the
Holy Spirit. - Add to this the commi$iion given to Peterand the
_ other Apdstles, by the Saviour. He who believes and is bap-
-tized; shgll'be’saved, and'we have a clear and lucid develope-
~ment of the Gospel order. ~Here the testimony-and teaching is
first:presented and cliallenges the faith of all rational berngs.” ‘1t
s, Ist. Faith; 2d." Reformation, 8d. Baptism, 4th. Remission,
5th. The Holy Spirif; that seasons of refreshing may come; &c.
and Paul declares that by patiént eontivuance in well doing, in
seeking glory and hono# and immertality, he will render to all

- sueh the gift of eternal life. ‘Tn this' arrangement we have a |
foundation which is sute, and‘which all the powers of the world

can m‘.{g.e.i"' shake. In the first - place our faith ig"ﬁxeg "_li.pﬁﬂ_ the
unerring testimony of Heaven; and' reformation is ‘€onpected
- with promises of the most alluring character, which can never

fail. * Our obedience is called for by the most perfect benevolence:

and is necessarily associated with our happiness in. this life, and in
* that which is‘to come; ‘and all necessary assistance is guaranteed.
to us, to march us to triumph and victory, while passing threugh
. this wilderness of sorrow and disappomntment .~ -
- [ro BR.GONTINUED,} = <
Phys e R T D COMMUNICATED, .
- Notverylongsince, i attended a meeting, at which soie young"

Ien were exainined previous to their ordination, - Thefollewing -

quefy was proposed by a D. D.,

w ] s ejre: aln f ti-lere‘havinnr
hi ' : d from the circumstaece 0@ tHE 5
,ll,l_ch drew J,he_‘ e ~1t: and from i

. T;.JOHNSON, £ditor.
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who is considered by the Presby-

5 W est-
1 : th (the opinions of the
s an able defender of the fai 1
tg;;a;:er divines.) Cap you produce 2 divine »vlarrﬁqéfo; tbe‘ti:;
he Presbyterian Church? LeExhe eite
offices of Elders 1p the | ¢ b
: d worthy of double honor, espe
that rule well e counte @ s b el
o labor in the word and doctrine. 'im.
tper?e:ivh The Doctor remarked, that he l;ll'ew Presh‘ya,en_ants
,;g,,en;uy few ro that text, when asked for dl\g_llne aiuth(;nttyd; tt-tna‘,:
i ' 10US pent He alsc state )
°. would pot satisfy an ingenious Oppo He tates
;fe“believed the correct lF;’rans!a.ncm of that verse was ‘i,et the

e ' ted worthy of double bonor, they
Elders that rule wel be counte y e

.10 word and doctrine.”  All was 81 :
lt?)bc:'zllf;golnn. e then said, that he did oot rely upon a divine

T e
warrant for the oifice of ruling elders, but from the necessily

time of Moses, he was unwilling t0 dispense with 1t.
«The whole counsel of

‘thei ) HpINIoNS SAySs,

Now their confession of opiai® . | ;

God. concerning all things necessary for hlsdown glury..u;f::‘:

.' aith and life. is ei pres wn in scripture,

1 il and life. is either expressly set do , :

salvation, faith and itfe. . i
or by go;)d and’ necessary consequence inay be deduced f

' i i wheth-
scripture: unto which authing at any time is to be addferll];en Lk
er by new revelatious of the spirit, or traditions 0“ I-'.d 1
h veymentioned Nys faci, to show that while the ‘‘ortho oxd
lsgeak of the Bi-le as a sudicient rule of faith and praciflf;, an0 .

; have | ited any of the corruptions of ibe mo=
deny that they have inherited any g ot iy

- e the very principles, up

.+ church,, they do proceed upon ver - -
::ll?ircﬁ the o'r:z;.nd f«fp{)ﬂ‘i:'lcy cn:nmmenced, viz: 10l rodum;ag author

o | i v Sl 1 ¥ re_
it] ' horized by the ‘~reat “1ead of the cong
s and tests, not authorizs _ :

lt;t:iuw for we sce, according to this Doctor’s own s‘traom;lg, u.]a;t;
%.h office of ruling eld:rs in the Preshyterian Church, wi

y ' 1 se, is neither ‘‘expressly set down

: s st gy
i en

hich he is unwiiliug to a1sp |

;:] scripture,” nor is it ¢y good and necessary consequence, to
- L)

- 9
-de ed from scripture. |
g A pi*‘um-.\'p 1o N. TESTANENT ORTHODOXY.

——

REMARKS.

We are pleased {o see any t'ing like candor and honesty among
ihe orthodor. The learned Doctor’s opinion on thls. point evi-
dently stands opposed to the collected wisdom of the Westmin.
g embly respec | ] _
Ll‘)t;tre?iin Chgrch.'p If 1n one point they have erred in the inter.

retation of scripture.they may have erred in another, and there.

fore their dogmas are not to be received without examination,

1 irit of i o once obtains, we, without the know.
R alarsins the fate o;' that book, the conges-
ith, ] dam friends have for.
sion of faith. ~ Already many of its quon ] r
:f;en it—many are wielding deathly blows at some of 1ts p-ror;:}:-
pent doctrines—and thousands are semouslf- dophtllng 11; t:uCl e;]
and appear willing to dispense with 1t entirely. ltis fas

ledge of a prophet. clearly see

been elders _ini B

ting the office of ruling elders in the Pres..
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scending the hill, ard like Txion, ifs friends may fatigue the
se['_v‘es In vain toroll it back. itsdays are numbered.g ' A
The word presbuteros means an elder or old man This is
evident frof}:ﬁ‘&t_he Ist. verse of 1 Tim. 5. - :{ebuke not.an eldexl"
but entreat bim as a father, and the yotinger men as orethren,”’
The word elder is Contrasted with younger inen, and sig;liﬁes a-n
old man. Immediately follows (vs 2) presiuwteras, the elder, or
old.women in contrast with the younger wuiian. We mi h; as
well conclude, that the same word applied to women wotlldg;zzak
them officers in the church, as when it 1s applied to men 'l'hg
Apostlf:, after shewing how widows should e suppurteci then
;ddst,} ‘-Lfet the elders (or old men) that ruie weli, he cc;unted
do(:tr;?]en. double honor, especially they who labor in word and
'he word elders n the text designates no particular office.in
the church. _ F'he word proestotes (r1le) is appiied to the govern-
meunt of families as well as of the church.— ;¢ famnilies gl Tim
3, 4, 5, 12—of the church 1 Thes. 5, {2, Fhe plain meanin f
the text is this: ““‘Let the old men, who rule well b.e couu%eil
worthy of douile honer, especially-that class of old men who la-
bor in the word and doctrine. B. W. STONE, Editor

CHRISTIAN LIBERTY,

Freedom, to be real, mu ¢ have its existence in the mind: for
to enslave man, is but to enslave the intellect. This trull; has
‘becum'e SO appareat, that a practical illustration can, we think
do no Injury at the present time. Before we proceed fully to
the consideration of our subject, it may oe necessary, particu-
la.rly, to define christian liberty-—FE'irst then, we co;T(?eive it
will be found mainly to censist, in the enjoyment of free acc;ss
to the scriptures, with the liverty oi acquiring an accurate and
correct knowledge of what they contan. Secondly, the unre-
stricted exercise of this knowledge in our every l.ho'ug'ht word
anddeed. That the essence of religious freedom is em!')ra;:ed in
the kuowledge and practice of the truths of religion, none, I
thiok, will deny; whatever then, in the least degree ’oppoegs
prevents, ordisturbs us. in the acquisition of this knm’vledge\ or
1n 1ts practice, in the same degree, enslaves us and abridges :)ur
liberty. [If we candidly and tmpartialiy. exainine the views and
practices of religious societies (professedly christian) at the pre-
sent day, we shall find, on this deeply interesting su!}nect much
to condemn, as dangerous and unanthorized. 'E{eli.ci-ion’ in its
very design, as the word imports, is intended to bind and sub-

Ject man to its author. The christian religion Yinds to Christ
and through him to (3od; to its commands. precepts and institu:
tions. our implicit ohedience and attention are required; our
subjection then 1s entire, but it is joyous, since it frees us,from
all _o_th_er religious servitude, and introduces us to the hichest im-
munities: Christ is our only lawgiver; he rules hy his tl’cnntz; his
laws are holy and puare; to obey them, is to become holy and hap.
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py, free fromsin and every thing calcniated todestroy our peace.
Thus privileged, as the sons and daughters of God, although ser-
vants. we enjoy the spiric of liberty; seing freed from ihe do-
minion of sin, we fear not death, since Jesus has conquered; we
sacrifice, by onr sunjection, nothing but evil. and for this we are
authorized to ciaim as ours. the boundless felicities of Leaven. -

For any one, therefore, who is nound to Uhrist, to talk of a
liberty 1o vbey, ur not ohey in any instance, is, we cunceive at
once, to subvert religion and trample on its holy obligaiions; it
is, virtually, to mnake void the law of Christ. Surely cliristian
freedom never yet cuasisted in most nnchristian disobedience.
But [ said, Christ is our o.{y lawgiver; yes, and | would, that the
religious world could be ‘rought to ponder seriously on tiis ino-
ment.us truth. Will soci¢ty never awake to a sense of 11s real
condition? Will the professed followers of Jesas, never pause
and honestly reflect, when such an eternal weight of interest is
depending! We hear of wars, and rumours of wars, of what
this and that ilaibi saith, of what one council has decreed and
anotiier doue; a dissocial, divisive and contentious spirit, evi-
dently exists a.nong those who call themseives followers of
Christ. Much is said about the pewer and mgits of assoclate
bodies; one hrother is afraid to read. and another to hear gospel
truth, unless hLis favorite creed or preacher is at band; here an
individual Helieves the Saviour has commanded this, but fears to
step forward and do it, lest bis name siiould he cast out as evil;
and there one adinits the piety of a brother, but dares nut extend
his fellowship, lest the society to which he belongs should exclude
him. We hear of church rights. and the rights of ecclesiastical
bodies, but wlere, obh where! has fled that liberty which 1s de-
clared to he the birthright of every christian? Of which the Sa-
viour spake, when he said: **If ye continue 1n my word. {ien are
ye my disciples indeed, and ye shall know tke truth and the truth
shall make you free.” And again: **if the Son, therefore, shall
make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”

Bat query? ‘*Vheuce come all the wars and divisions, angry
debates and contentions, doubts and fears; whence the distress,
disobedience and misery, so common in the religious world? 1Is
it hecanse we have only one perfect, wise and intelligent King,
Jesus? or is it becanse in nominal Zion there are many petty ty-
rants, usurpers, who would be little kings, though mere men?
think the world.-will see it. The object of the one lawgiver is
to unite all his followers; while on earth, he prayed for their
union as the great argument which should convert the world; he
has but one kingdom. The little kings keep up different codes
of laws by which they divide Messiah’s realm; thus their peity
kingdoms are kept alive, and thus they oppose the conversion of
the world, and the prayer of the Saviour. As civil liberty is the
enjoyment of life. property and freedom of person, so far as is
consistent with a social state, so religious liberty 1s the enjoy-
ment of all the privileges,immunities, joys and blessings (wheth-
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or by reading, hearing, seeiog, thinking, detgnnining, believing

e obeying). which the word of God . says.we may enjoy; to the
law of Christ alene are weamenable. But 1 have intimated
* that the.spirit of liberty must exist within-us, or it cannot exist

at-all. . The mind is. the seat of the will, and the source of the
power ta act. . Depnve a man. who reads, or hears; or sees, of

_the right of freely reflecting, determining aud chopsing for him-

self, and. his liberty, civil and religious, 1s gdne;—let him enjoy *
this right,-and although, his body may be loaded with fettters, the -

mind, js free, the soul isat liverty. - I'he chans with which 1t has
ever heen found most easy, to bind and enslave the human intel-

:I,QCtg are ignﬁranceyrsupe'rsti,tion_“a-nd‘prejudiceﬁ : ._'.,'e lnay _believ_e h

that these fetters were first tyrannically imposed, and riveted un-
der papal lome, when-by an antichristian clergy, tha people
were denied the use of the scriptures, under pretence tiey could
not understand them; then the retgn of oppressivu comnmenced,
~darkness covered the land, and gross darkness the people; the
mind was then euchained in ignorance, the enemy to every vir-
tue, and superstition and prejudi¢ce reigned; where. curistian-
faith and’benevolence should have triumphed. .. .~ .. = =
. Let us not vainly. suppose, however, that this state of things
belonged exclusively to other times and places. Have we seen

nothiug of this in our own land?! Are -the people here never

taught that they eannot understand the word of God? that Jeho-
vah does not' mean what he says?! thdt the law of Christ is not a
perfect rule for the goverament.of liis Chnrch? that many things
which (xod has required, are not essential to salvation? ‘and many
_others, man has not the power to perform?.. Hence the various
.systems, creeds, ‘disciplines, rulés, co amentaries. cpuncils, as-
sembles, synods, associations and conferences. Hence-too, that
shameful ignorance of the scriptures so. common—alas, among
professors! and the prevalence of strife and ill' will, to the ban-
ishment of cnarity, and almost. every social virtue What are
all the opinions, notions and- whinis of men, arising from unau-
thorized systems, and without any foundation in.the ward of (30d?
Shall 1 be. censured.for saying they. are mere snperstitions?
Then be it so. These are the fruitfuksources of prejudice;.every
_thing that does not cringe to one, of these systems, although it
" may be the express declaration of an- Apdstle, is:‘declared to be
- dangerous. and ‘heretical;—*“Dont read it,” says the preacher;
“‘dont hearit,”’ saysa majority of the society —call this prejudice,
and:at once you. dre denounced as-uncharitahle.  What a zeal
for proselyting to those systems, unfortunately prevails; unfortu-
pately, 1 say. becausethey are not the gospel of Christ. The
child is taught to lisp them;theyiareimplanted jn the tender soil
with'more care hy far,.than lessons of heavenly.morality and virs
_tue.  Yes, the infant mind has noseoner begun to gpen. and ex-
~pand, and whilst as yet, it is credulgus,, ignorant-and unsuspect-
ing, than gertain tenets and dogmas, merginferences or specula-,
tions, are infused into it,* How awful the regponsibility that per-

the

gon incurs;
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f\éﬁ‘vihm‘ ‘iiitii‘ robs the rmiind’ of its native, heaven-sent

Afreedom, ‘and-before it 18 capable of sell’ y

tem, and-to-behold every religious s uby)
‘smolky atmosphere of prejudice,
having ever | ;
My b;g-a-y.egritd*&}odj is that the

" ‘the enclosed prospectus. 1 was pleased

— ==

£ W 2 2 Intee o 1€ iess,) has t

P ire his zeal, and rejoice gt his suecess,) b: £
~rit, admire his zeal 1 tion, which particularly.deserve
tions are large. and our meetings

“examination and ot 1hes @
.":;;‘rﬁihd thus blinded; is’ doomed ' per

i th'mugﬁ the word of hisy Apostles,

_the world may be th
“Amen. Yours in christian love,

. great City of Babylen; we may ina

d reflection, ss o death blow to its liberty—
d reflection, strikes 2 haps, for life, to'struggle
d contradictions of its favourite sys-
: ect throngh the dark and
" leave the world at last, without
earned the simplest traths of the 'gpspel of ’Chl"lst.
| true light itjna‘z&evelf@ w;her; i;};;?)g,
L orance. prejudice and immorality of every desciip .
ul?;.;: :)g;l::;.z;ﬁnideftgm- the land; and that all who believe n .:]_esus
teecd shall be happily united;-that
lievé the Father sent his Son to be its Saviour.

JOHN A. GANO, |

through all the dbsurdities an

. .. ..+ _ . Munusessures, Dec. 4, 1331-,;}}
= R o :ced the 12th No. of: the Messenger w1

.+ Dear Brother: 1 received t bt ‘thal brather

Fohnson is abotut to become a co-editor wif : 4

S hortha rocalt. With many of the ideas advanced ip the last

fryou, as T thinkgood ———

tionable.” I do not much like to act'the part of a cqnsotr:;o;toc}

make upnecessary criticisms on the sentiments, 01[.w__'{.1‘1 ‘%ir

any one; out if 1 could so shape my striclures as to (; lc:t mg wg(;

and yet so as not to wounid the feelings of my brethre |
' ho published, 1 shall be glad todo so.

rote, or the edifor w . | _
4 8)" all persons on earth, those who acknowledge no other name

but the name. Christian, an
“tures, should be the most car
and to use the language, as
the divine vocabulaty; by which me
primitive piactice, ean he pres
ware, that residing -as“we do,
ialect, and practise things; to-whi have
; 2‘3:tgiried,";viihmﬂ 'qvén" doubting their p‘rfopriety._ £l
son.d-would, in christian love, gddrass.-the:followmg remarks:
- The brother who wrote in New York (although
three sentences in hig ecommiunica
my attention: * *Qur congrega
are powerful.

these occur every Sabbath, and genera

od_while 1 think there are many quiteexcep=

d no other creed, hut the loly scrip- .
oful toact as did the primitive saints,
near as possible, furnished them 1n
ans alone, a pure speech and
erved. | am, hewever, fully a-
in the vicipity (at least) of the
dvertently use some part of
ch we have loprg been ac-
-T'o such per- .

I love bisspi- -
hese two'or:

- 1t is'not uncommon to see from 30 to 4}(1" mourners
¢ freard “wishing the prayers of the saints; such scenes as
b i P Ily ‘more or less of thern
R U AR R eir ‘mot ts.”” Waiving
find peace, before:theyleave their mc‘)u.rni.ng seats.” :
‘ft?e’r‘r)ri-nor-’aberhtiou,x'ﬁoma*. pire speech-in qa_llr_ng._th_e first day
of the week, ‘or TLordsday, the Sabbath,-F shall notice some im-
rbﬁriet’ieé (as ‘1""t_h‘ink) i'nrthg"senien__éias qitéted abov?; and where,
T wouldask, iwall the writinggof Matthew, Mark, Luke or Jehn,
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Peter, James or Paul,do we find a precedent for mourning seats?
and where in the book of (iod, are we taught to require mourners
to come forward, to receive the prayers of the saints! - And
where are we taught to expect that any one on a mourner'’s seat,
shall find peace? Jesus says, ““Come unto me. all ye that labour,
and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. l'ake my yoke
upon you, and learn of me, and you (not more or less of you)
shall find rest to your souls,” &ec. Then, if placing themselves
on mourning seals, to receive the prayers of the saints, is taking
upon them the yoke of Jesus, they have a right then to expect
peace, and not otherwise. And again: “*Blossed are they that
mourn, for they shall be comforten,” (not more or less of them)
but “they that mourn, shaltbe comforted
1am rejoiced to see, or to hear of persons muurning for or on ac-
count of sius; but my objection 1s this: the requiring of poor con-
victed mourners, who believe that Jdesus 1s the Christ. the Son of
the living (zod,and who wish to become wem!iers of Lis kingdom,
to come forward to receive the prayers of the saints on rourning
seats, on teaching them there to expect the pardon of their sias,
and a corresponding peace of conscience, when the declaration
- of aninospired Apostie, on the day of Pentecest, is entirely over-
loo!_{ed_, or neglected. 1t would seem to me, that if on acconnt
of imiproper teaching, unscriptural expectations are creatéd in
any one, that it would not he sirange should such person or per-
-sons find an unscriptural peace., ‘ '

After what 1 bave written, T have no doubt but many of my
brethren whom T love. and would he glad to see., will think that I
deny the operation of God's spirit; but brethren. } only wish to
allow to tiod’s “pirit ils office, and to God's word its puwer.
(God’s word created ajl things that are, and the Gospel **is the
power of God nnto salvation, to every one that believes, to the
Jew first, and also to the Gentile.” In order that we way have
proper views of the office of God’s spirit. and the vue for which
the Grospel was preached, let us look back to L.ystra, a city aof
Lycaoma_. I'hither Paal and Barnabas, sent by the Holy Spirit,
bent their weary steps. bearing the heaveniy treasure to the
Gentiles in earthen vessels. |t was the first time in this oity,
that the (zospel, the name of Jesus, and the spirt of God, came
In confact with heathen idolairy The first object that pre-
sented itself to them, as worthy their particular atteation, wasa
lame man. so lame from his mothers .womb. ticat he never had
walked. Him. Paul, while he was speaking. heheld, and per-
ceiving ‘that he had faith to be healed, he said to him “‘stand up-
right on thy feet, and he leaped up, and walked.” There then
was an operation of (God’s spirit, a physical and powerful opera-
tion, that cured a lame man. Now I would ask. by that opera-
tion, abstractly considered, what truth was taught?. In the midst
of the excitement, occasioned by that niracle, they say *“‘the
(Gods have come down in the likengss of men.”” and forthwith,

these idolatrous heathens prepare to da them such divine honors
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as they were wont to-do to the'Gods whom' they supposed them
to be. -Butnone wil suppose ‘that'the spirit taught them thus to
act; yet it..was in-consequence-of this operation of the spirit,

" that they thus acted.. - But Paul and. Barnabas, rent their clethes,

and ran in among them, saying “Sirs, why do-you-these things!
Wee are also men of like passions with you; and preach unto yoy,

_that you should turn.from these vanities, to 'the: living God, who

made Heaven, and. earth; and isea, and all, things that are there-’
in;” &c. - And scarcely with tliese words, did they restrain the
people, that they had not done sacrifice unto them. Now I ask,
in the conversion of these idolatrous heathens, what part did the

.gpirit'perform?! and what did the word effect? 1 would say; that

this ‘miracle accompanied-the (ospel, in order'that the heathen
might believe-it; it was calculated in its nature to produce faith,
and faith it did produce; but what faith?'—Simply:this, :‘that the
Gods had come down 1n the likeness of men.” 1:,_%:,_‘-{:ey} were as yet

. untaught, and by this operation of-thé spirit, inexplained, they

were ‘thrown back ‘on their formgr jdblgtmhsﬁ notio@s.g" Bu_t‘ 80
soon as Paul and Barnahas addressed them; they believed the

“truth, and why? because they had héard it. But by the bare

operation of the spirit; unexplained;. they believed that which .
was not ‘true,'(i. e.) that Paul and Barnabas were Godsin the
hikeness .of men; and ‘why did they believe this? hecause. they
had net previonsly ‘heard the.truth. But after they believed,
they. became sons of Giod, and because they were sons (and not
to make them sous) (Fod sent forth the spirit of his Son, into their
hearts, cryiny Ahba; K'ather. © iy e e N

1 have written tliis in order to show, that'if ten thousand such
miracles, as the one mentioned above, had been wrought at Lys-
tra, and Derbe, and no explanation had heerr given, that these

. jdolatrous ‘heathens  would have still ‘remained as idolatrous as

they had previously been; and that faith, is always the effect of tes-
timony; and that 'signs' and wonders, and divers miracles, and
gifts of the Holy <pirit -attested the truth of the (sospel to the
Grertiles; and fipon this divine testimony, they believed that'Jes .
sus was the:Christ, the Son of God, @ind believing this fact,and
eheying his commands, they received life.through his name; and
that we received 'it in the same way down to the -present time, *

~ Another'brother* writes thus: *Daring the meefing there were

several immersed. . We left ¢ ¥arge crowd of anxious souls in-
quiring what they should do; and b our last farewell to them on

' 'T'uesday about one o’¢lock, we tald them to helieve in'the Lord

Jesus and they. should be saved.” What thought I—a crowd of
anxious ‘mourners inquiring what they should do (to be sayed 1
suppose) who did not believe. I ask what did they not believe?
‘Did théy not believe that Jesus was the Chbrist, the Son of: God?
~Surely they. did. - Did they not believe that he died. and rose
.again? ' Surely they did. - What then was lacking oun their part?
' I.must answer nothing; for kad the question; been. put io them,
" do you believe with all your heart that Jesus Christ is the Son of




God? they most certainly would have answered ~that. --f*l:’n‘ejs'did.i

Then had they been baptized as the Eunuch was, and as Peter -
directed similar inquirers-to be on the day of Pentecost, our
preaching brethren might have gone on their way. rejoicing’, and

this crowd of mourners would have: returnéd to their homes in "

peace through ebedience to-the faith. - ‘Another brother writes

thus: “Baptism for the remissioh of sins generally prevails hete,;.

thougk'isi: 2 more qualifiéd sense than it is-held by ‘A Campbell,

I_"J:ditbr-,qf”the Millenpial-Harbinger.” « [ wish some frank ‘inges
nious bro. would tell us what is meant by this qualified sense. It °
really seems'to me that-many think Campbell’s unqualified sense
of baptism for the remission of sins, is this; Only get a person to
be baptized, and if he goesidown’ into the water an infidel, a’
_horsethief, or a dlru_-rl.’lkard_,ftﬁat he 'Wiil'-.come.. up a believing,

honest-;soberg@;‘- tian. Time would fail mé tospeak of showers
of divine gracesnd’ the oufpouring of: the spirit on. towns and
villages. -Whein other towns, and 'the intervering countries, are
:l-e_ﬁ; to ldi@gt[ish"’.F'WitthquI;‘ a drop.’ In these ‘partial visitations't
never can believe, so long as 1t is said by Jesus, that whosoever

heareth ;these sayings of mine, and doeth them, shajl be likened '

unto'a wise man that dug'deep and built his house upon a rock;
. against which neither'winds nor floods could :prevail. - That the
saints of - the Lord havea right to expect, and do receive. times
©of refreshing: 'frOrﬁ"v‘-the-preSEnce'Jof{the’ Tiord, 1 do believe, and
that'times of’ exoitementare favorable. momentsto impress either
truthor error onthe mind, 1 have:no doubt - But.tosuppose that
_these partial excitements are occasioned hy. an immediate ope-~

=5 ’ = i P y . v\ 4 . " » ; } ' . . - B
- ration of the spirit of (vod in ‘order to convert sinners in one

| ne__ig'illbdrh'oo_,d.;_ while others are not blessed in a similar way, is in
my weak judgment, to charge God with partiality _
«gdaf o 7" Yours, in hope of better times,

O A S IRVIN,
REMARKS.

~: Qur Bro. Irvin, whose'tafents and honesty we respect, has, we
think;- been ‘ll-n_g‘fg,‘l.al_‘déﬂffﬂ his' remarks on ‘the outpouring of -the
spirit, and .its partial’ visitations on certain tawns dand wvillages,
' while others have  dot those visits. * The outponring of ‘the spi-.
e, 18 3 scripture doctrine'and expression, to ‘which objections
should not be made. - His'strietures on ¢ partial visitations” can-
not be admitted as eorrect; because he must 'admit that in one
‘town may be d praying and holy people, and 1n another may a

féop!éli?e. who are unholy and destitute of thespirit of prayer; ,

t is in accordance with the whole' Revelation of God, that the
one town sheuld be blessed with his preseénce, and the other not..

these views. - His remarks seem to be confined to the outpouring
of the spirit upon-unbelievers, agaihst which we have no objecs
tion, SR et BEDETORS,

This is right.,, We are persuaded that our bro. does not reject ' -
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o We.will how endeavor fo interpret add understand the agcount

that wehave of the remission of sins,and baptism of the:penta
costalJews; in the 2d. chap.of the€"Acts of the Apostles, agreea-

~ bly.to thé foregoing critical remarks and observations of Profes-
sor Stuarty Wme Fiskineand yourself, - ...

..+ Thei. miraculous gifts; which were- the pr

ymise of the Holy

Ghost; and which Christ, after he .was exalted by the right hand -
. of God, received of:the father,.and shed forth npon the hundred

and twenty disciples when the day .of pentacost was' fully come,
in.visible -and audible appearances; which were seen and heard
by.the multitude; and Peter’s discourse convinced the Jews.that
they had crucified ,ii essiah, whom (xod had rased from the dead,
and made both Lord and Christ:—they were pierced to the heart,

. and said unto. Peter, and the rest of the \postles—men, and bre-

thren what shall we'do? ‘And Peter said unto them reform, and be
each of you baptised on,atcount of Jesus Christ, into the remis-
sion of sins, and you shall receive the gift'uf the i{oly Ghost:—

" For the promise is to you and to your children! and to all thatare

afar off,-as many as the Lord our (3od shall call: And with wany

- other -words he bore his testimony, and exiorted, sayiog, save
~yourselves fromn this perverse generation. . {hen they whq gladly

received his word were baptised. Uhey gladly received the tes-

timony concerning Jesus Christ, and reforimed before they were -

baptised: . Jesus Christ was exalted a Prince and a Savionr, to
. give reformation and remission of:sin to Israel: by faith in the

testimony they received him, and received reformation -and re-
!_inissi%;, and were justified from all things; Acts, 3. 31,—chap.

13, 38, 39.... Ged having given to them reformation unto life, and

purified their hearts by faith, they were: haptised into the doc-
trine of forgiveness of sins, for Christ’s sake.and thereby profes-
sed to receive and acknowledge forgiveness on accaunt of Jesus
Christ, by which they would <be saved, (or had the pledge of" it)

and -had the answer of a ggod conscience towards fxod: They

‘were baptised into Christ-and put him on. . They renounced the
law -of Vloses for salvation, and acknowledged Jesus Christ as
theirjlaw giver, guide, protector;and Savior; bound themselves to
be his disciples and followers, and to receive'and ohey his doc=
trines and, laws, and risked evepy thing opon his: authority, wis-
dom, power, goodness and-faithfdlness Having been bornof God.

- under . the old .typical covenant, by being the natural descend-

ants of Abraham. they were born ugain under-the new. covendnt,

-

by /theiacorruptihle’ seed,  the word of(3od, ,which by the

Gb;Pel was preached unto them by faith in Jesus Christ..
- Youwill not, I suppose, differ much. from'me in giving refor-

mation -and remission  procedence-to haptismy.”: - Do. you not de-
mand reformation before baptism?, ()r.do you; administer baptism
~im'order.that men may: cy";gj_?mrds--,l;afogm? ='According: to ‘“the:

sucient/{3ospel”’ was not penitence before ;haptism? . This ques-

tion.is ansyered by the first partiof the yerse, Acts 2, 31: “Re-
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pent and be baptised.” Did not rewmission of sins of course fol-
low repentance. or gospel reformation?’—ilas not txod always and

every wiere granted re:nission, of course, to reformation?  Ifso’

how can obtaining remission be suspeuded on the act of haptism,
an act depeadani on the will and agency of another person, on
the act of the adininistrator, and not on the penitent! These
questions settle the matter when correctly answered, and prove
that justification or the forgiveness of sin in the case of the pen-
tacostal Jews, preceded their baptism. If it be not the doctrine
of the Gospel, that the sins of penitent believers are r ernitted,
through faitisin Jesns Christ, or that stnners are jusiified by faith,
then it follows. that the grace of God through the atone:nent of
Christ, and a living faith in him, do no more 10 the forgiveness of
sin than to put it in the power of the adminmistrator of haptism,
to remit the sins of the believer by baptising him; and should
sickness or a any thing else happen to prevent 1t, and he should
die without being haptised. he would die in his sins. I lately heard
of a young man who was in the last stage of consuinption, be.
coming greatly concerned ahout the salvation of his soul, and
was anxivuos to know what he should do to be saved?! A proclaim-
er of immersion for the remission of sin visited him, and finding
him too low to be haptised for the remission of sin, could not say
a word to liim by way of instructica or comfort; he could not say
tohim as Paul did to the Jailer, *“helieve in thie Lord Jesus Christ
and thou shalt be saved,” but left him—and afterwards adduced
this case by way of argument, in a powerful appeal he made to a
congregatien, to induce those who helieved and had hodily health
and strength, and had never heen bapiised for the remission of
their sins, to he haptised lest they be involved in the hopeless con-
ditien of the young man. This | think was entirely consistent
with the doctrine, and ¥ would advocate 1t too, for the same rea-
- sonhe did.-were T to believe that sin is actually remitted in bap-
tism.—ie did not propose’ to baprise any one in unbelief, but
considered faith of no effect without baptism; 1 too would urge
believers to he baptised, hat for a different reason. I must at-
. {end a little to the remission of sins and haptism of the first Gen-
t;le congregation, in Acts 10 and 4, before 1 conclude this num-
er.

You did not bestow ' that attention upon the 2d No. of Archip-
pes which it demanded. and which was necessary for your under-
standing it. 1 am the more particular in attending to the facts

and circumstances, which are recorded of the order and manger-

according to which, the (Gospel was introduced to the Jews on

the day of pentecost, and tu the first Gentile congregation, in:

Acts 10, because it is here, as you have observed. that we can find

2 full and explicit development of the institution of haptism. and

its connexion with faith and the remission of sin, as what is said-

in the Hpistles & other remote dociuents, is, by way of allusion,

and does not teach the literal import of baptism and remission of

sin in their relation to each other. Then we are not to learn
»
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from mere allusions, or oblique hints, or fugitive representations,
such as appear in the conversation of Christ with Nicodemus—
Jonn 3, 5, 7; vat from the direct and primary discoveries of the
Apostles upon the su;ject. . .
Atier Peter had delivered a short but comprehensive discourse
to Cornelius and household, under the authority of previous Re-
velations made to himself and Corpelius, which occasioned the
meeting betweean them, in which he exhiiited the most conclu-
sive proof that Jesus Christ was Messiah and Savior, and just as
he coacluded his testimony, in the foliowing words: ‘“to him gave
all the prophets witness, that whosoever or every oue that believ-
eth on him, shall receive remissionof stas throogh-his nrame,” the
Holy (zhost fell upon all them that heard the word, and they
spoke with tongues, and glorified {xod.—'{'hen said Peter, can
any man forbid water that these should not be haptised, which
have received the Holy (zhost as well as we! And he comman-
ded them to be baptised 1n the name of the Lord, Acts 10, 34-48.
Were these people in their sins when they received the gifts of
the iloly zhost and glorified ‘xod, whicn were before they were
baptised! [ answer, no; because they had now received the Com-
forter whowm Uhrist had promised to his disciples, and whom the
world conld not receive; afrer that they believed. before they
were baptiscd, they were seaied with the oly =pirit of promise,
Eph. i, 13. 1o the next chapter. Acts 11, we have fthis subject
made very clear, whicli records Peter’s defence before the Apos-
tles, tilders and brethren against a complaint, made hysomeofthe
Jewish converts against him, for going to the {(zentiles and eating
with them. [n bis defence he rehearsed the matter i1norder to
them as it occurred. He told them that after he delivered his
testimnony, **the Holy {+host fell oo them as on us at the begin-
ning,” Acts 2, 1,-4. Then remembered | the word of the Lord,
how that he said, (Acts I, 5,) John indzed haptised with water,
but ye shall he baptised with the Holy ‘xhost —tor as much then
as {xod gave thiem the like gifts as he did unto us who believed on
the Lord tesus Christ. what was 1 that 1 could withstand GGod?
When they ‘ieard these things they held their peace and glorified
God saying,then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance
unto life.””  This plainly proves, that the Apostles and Klders
judged that the sins of the Gentiles, who believed, were remitted, &
that the gifts of the Holy Ghost were hestowed upon them in con-
sequence of it, and in proof of it, before a word was said about
baptism;-and before they were baptised, they are represented as
being in the same state of divine favor, that the one hundred and
twenty disciples were on the day of pentecost, when the Holy
Ghost was poured out upon them. We have further information
upon this same subject from Peter. In the Apostolic council at
Jersalem, “Peter rose up and said unto them. men and brethren,
ye know that (God agood while ago made choice among us that
the Gentiles, by my mouth, should hear the word of the Gospel and
believe. And God who knoweth the heart bear them witness,
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glvjﬁg them the: Ho]y Ghost even as he. did unto us;. and put no

dlﬁ'er;enee between us apd them, ‘having purified theirhearts by
t;amh,f And thus by, the m:r%culpus giffs of one spirit the Jews

.and Gentlles wer‘e baphsed into one body, Cor. 12, 13, before eis
ther. of thein: had beep baptlsed with water into the name of Jesug
‘..'l{,"hnst, and ‘of cOprse neitherof themt entered into the kingdom
the ordmance of ‘oaptlsm When the 120- dlSClpleS in Acts 1,
'lg and Acts 2 1—4 were: baptlsed in water, the new covenant
was’ nut Tatlﬁed fur the blood of it was not shed the new king-
dom was not set up, and’ the king was not crowned:—And the
Gentiles were in the. kmgdom before Peter.commanded. them to
be’ bapllsed Rom. 14, 17; through faith they had received the
remission of thieir sins'and glorified God by 'the gifts of the Holy
Ghost  The :mraculqus glits saved no- person who possessed
~ them, but they were the witness 4nd séal of 3od. that those, “up-
on whom he bestowed them, were saved by faith, and enjoyed the

: dlvme favor,. I'hey moreover sealed and cosifirmed the testimo--
ny, that whoever believeth in lesus Christ recerved remision of sin,-

& that he actually does receive it by faith at the moment of believ-
ing, without respect to baptisim, altogether, as was the case with
the first {zentile congregation—and they of course seal the testi-
mony, that it is altogetheran error to baptlse any person in order
to obtain remlesmn for sin. ;

T have beén thus partlcnlar in attendmg' to the case of Corne-
lius-and household in relation to faith, remission of sins and bap-'
tism, becanse they were the first (ventile congregation to whom
the Goepel was preached, and they are always spoken of and at-
tended to as public characters and as the represe:tatives of the Gen-
tile world through all sucreeding ages, in relation to God’s order
and methud of remittng their sins, or of justifijing them, and of re-
cewing them into his’ ﬁwor * Hence they are denominated “‘the

Gentiles.” Acts 10, 45. ¢h. 11,18,  Ard their faith is referred to
as a‘ruleand example in all other cases.” Acts 15, 7—9; 14, 23—

29. . Their case shows that faith in Jesus Christ is the radlcal'-
prmc;ple in the christian eharacter, as it is'the principle of com- -

munion with God, and of christian union and fellowship. "We
are justified by faith, but faith is not baptlsm as faith ‘in the case

of Abraham was not circumcisioni - Although our-sins' are not -

rémltted by’ haptism, it is nevertheless’ the ‘duty ‘of all’ who are
the vhildren of God by faith in Christ J esus to. he baptlzed mto
Ghr}st and pat him on.: '

In my ne‘ct latter T will endeavor to show the dlstmctwn be
tWeen the justification of a sinner by faith ‘only, without works,
in makmg him a :;ghteo_xs ‘man. audih&;ustxﬁcauon_of a righ-.

eué man by won‘ka and not by faith only

[ shall expect you to give this. comnmmcatlon a place in the
ﬂarhmger. and hope: that you, WI-]L apqmesce in the reasans'it con-
tains,. “why sentenee of heresy shall not be passed upon me, for
. maintaiping that'sinners and ungodlyg,men are justified, or that

ﬁe‘séeﬁeﬂk - B

then' sins are re:mtte& by faith without baptism, wh;éli’"."f'_ i‘eﬁ
manded of me in M. H. vol. 2; p. 408. - |

I am m the fmth and leve ef Ohnst,yom' brother, gt
J AMES FISHBALGK“?’ '

‘ L Prom the Phalanthropist. o )

If there be one thmg, more than another; we'deprecate, 'thaf:

thing is the sectarian feeling which ‘now rages to prompi the

sigh of the good man, and to depréss the heart of we phﬂan-,
thropxc. = L e

‘Why./why is it, wuh grlef we ask, that men cannot leard

they possess a common ‘matore; that they have common wants—

common means of happlnesa'l Why miist we’ eternaliy waste our

- time, and exhaust our energies in dmdmo- puiselves into-a thou-

sand petty factions, and armifig ‘each'with wrath and d’amnatlon‘
to'the other! Are there not physical evils enough? ‘is there too
little  of poison 1n the miasma of otr'swamps and marshes—too.
little of noxious eﬁ:luﬂa 1n‘our atmosphere—t00 little of pdin and
sicknsss and death; that'man must league with the ‘ministers of
wrath, and be- fbrever the greatest plague and tormentor of hm

'kmd" e

Human bemgs, what mean yet Have ye no higher wishes .
than to supplant a hrother—no ‘holier: asplratmn than to. spread'
. univérsal discord; and to 'revel in the misery of your own crea-

tion? ~ Why divide yourselves“ why introduce so many causes: of

endless war upon your own best guod" Are. ye 80 stupld as to -

imagine ‘ye do honor’ to the’ great Canse thit'gave you hemg"

- Think: ye, He is flattered hy your petty squahbies, your mis-

chievous parties; your sectarian’ feelings; your seetarian ‘wars,
and_ your sectarian triumphs! | What! ‘would ye recomriend
yburselves to your Father by making his cl: ildren wretched; by

‘blasting”the moral beanity of*his” offspring, and: thwartmg every_
‘effort of his paterndl love! ' What! dare ye come into his pre--
' sence and claim his approbatmn. by avowing, each for himself;

“J] am a Baptist.”” ¢ am a Pfeshyterren‘;’- «] am a Methodist, &l

“] am a Universalist,” <“¥ am a Umtanan ? «Fama Lathphc,”_

“] am a Protestant?” What sees he in these distinctions, but
the badges of discord; angry strife; unhely rage, and unrelentlng‘
persecution.” ‘He seds in the géctarian feelings whieh give birth

to these exelamatmns, only ‘the ¢anses which have defeated’ the -
. great purpeses of our existenée; ‘noutished’ the'snakes that ‘have -
gnawed our hearts, ‘and- those:'whichibave made this beautifal
earth, so rich in loveliness and §o' replete’ fmth prieofs of a:*F’“a-

tberslove 4 ioral desert; the itridge of helt} s fau to T yni

-Why, v‘vhy is it, ‘that we cannot learn our God views us sm:p_ty;
~ashuman bemgs"” Does he love' me only when T bearithis or that
name?! when.I contend for this-or that party? : ‘Does Ood love .

none but -the Catholict néte but ‘the Calvinistt the::Armiuian?
‘the Universalist? the Vnitarian? - Extends he proofs of a Fa-

" ther’s love to none, hut these of our party? - What! shall I ars
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rogate the whole of the Creator’s goodness to myself? shall T con-
demn the wise and good because they how not at the shrine af
my devotion, and use not my formula of worship?  Why livedqa
Socrates! why did a Confucius teach the practice of virtue?
why wrote a Plato? why moralized a Seneca! Shines the sun
on none who embrace not cur creed, who contend not for ous
faith? Do the golden hayvests spring, do the iruits, and flowers
and trees arise in due succession. and spread life and joy for boné
but our party! fireat (xud! well it is for man thou art not sub.
Ject to his contracied feelings, and that thou livest on, the Uni-
versal ifather, the Universal Friend, though he forgets Lis hrother
and fabricates the sword to stab his peace.
y"'e_ar.e grieved at heart to mmark human folly, to observe how
Sectarian crait converts the purity and loveliness of religion into
a source of hminan degradaton; and perverts evern the holiest
and best feelings of the human heart to a meaus of human ep-
slavement and miisery. But we hope it will not always be thus;
that wisdom will yet be. heard; and religion be. what it should
be, a source of love. joy. consoliig hope, and universal abidin
peace. Then the angry strife which now privails will he hushed
the boisterons passions winch rage will be stilied. Zior’s watche
men will see eve to eye. wili lift up their voices-tegetlier, songs
of peace he heard. and the universe be filled with rigliteousness
and felicity. —But loug as we are striving to close the gates of
heaven against all who may not be of ur dpinion; long as we'are
Compassing sea and land to mase proselytes to vur pecithar no-
tions; leng as we deew all enemies of (God who may uppose our
creed, just so long religion will fail to be a “lessing, and theology

will prove a deep and burning curse; its contention be but a pre-
lude to the wailing of the damued.

Our brother Mitchum will, we hope, excuse us for publishing
the following letter from him, which hreathes the pure spirit of
christianity.- If every professing christian were nspired with
sumilar feelings. the religions world would be benefitted a thoy.
sand fold. Ve assure the hrother that we will, nothing hinder-

" Ing, comply with his request. | -~ EDITORS,

r |
e

Woobrorp County, Feb. 18, 1R39.
Brethren Stone and Johnson—The last Messenger has heen re-
cewved, and its prominent contents examined with pleasure and
satisfaction. 'T'he subject of the Union has not yet been agita-
ted 1o our church, but when it shall be, 1 feel assured that it will
meet 1ts cordial approbation and support. ‘i'he efforts contem-
plated to he made by brethren Smith and Rogers, to advance
the kingdom of our blessed Redeemer, will no doubt also chal-

lenge our hearty concurrence. | |
But, dear hrethren, the main object of this communication is,
to request you to notify in your next (March and April) Messen-
gers to the religious public that we wish and design to have a four
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day’s meeting of the brethren at Clear Creek Meeting House,
Woodford county, commeacing on the first 'riday in :iay next.
We solicit your presence with us, and if it shall fall 1o your way,
we beg you to urge our valuable brother Walier <cott to be with

us also—together with any other of the brethren who may please
to meetus. Yours, with love, JOHN MITCHUM.

FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. '
' Bavrrimorg, 1831.

Itis an awful truth in religion as well as politics, *‘the world 1s
ruled by names.” They, who would by no means wish to guide
the public mind in this way, may however make use of great
names, for the recommendation of the truth to those who are
so enamoured with them, as not to examine the claims of truth
without such a recommendation. It appears evident, that when
the truth is received, it must,make its recipient free; and if men
only receive the truth, because some great one, in whom they
place all confidence. receives it, 1t is little matter whether 1t 1s
truth or error that is received. Such men do not receive the
truth in the love of 1t; and therefore should their leaders forsake
the truth, and "ecome its enemy, ail his votaries must undoubted-
ly follow his example. Such a state of things is truly lamenta-
ble. O that men wuuld think of that time, when Jesus shall be
revealed from Heaven in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them
that know not ixod, and that obey not the txospel of our Lord Je-
sus Christ! Ah reader! ponder and reflect, before you receive
any 1dea; ask yourself, whether it will stand the test in that try-
ing hour—recollect there 18 no changing your mind there; there
is no amending your life; when you go hence your account
is closed, and faithtully recorded until the judgement; when the
assembled world shall come forth to receive a recompence ac-
cording to their deeds—-and, reader, when your account is sum-
med up, you will receive, according to the amount, which will
either be, “*Come ye hlessed,” or {0 ye cursed.” Think not
that mercy will be shewn there. Mercy says, **'Vo-day if ye will
hear his voice,” but Justice says, **As the tree is known by its
fruit,”” so are they to be saved, who have ‘“‘sown to the Spirit.”
“Theirs is to reap everlasting life,”” while they who have ‘“‘sown
to the flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption.”

Baptism for remission of sins, has been assailed by different
men, and various moces of attack have been pursued: sometimes
it is sneered at as an old worn out Popish error; and at other
times, as a new notion, hatched in the West. But a reference
tothe Acts of the Apostles will sufficiently overturn the first, and
a peep into the writings and creeds of the reformers will nullify
the last, For the assistance of the inquiries, 1 will quote a pas-
sage from the writings of the great Poet, Milton. In his treatise
on christian doctrine, he says, when answering the arguments in
support of infant baptism: ““Circumcision to them {viz. Infants,)
was a seal in the flesh, indistinctly given, of that grace, which



was atsome distant period to be revealed; whareas baptism is a

- -seal of grace already received, of the remission of :singtof sanct
PSS S s et i ol Kl 01 3108~-01 sanc-
f‘mi‘%@?ﬁnﬂﬂﬁs’a sign. of our: death .and.. resurgettion with’

ces, and-bound the individual to. the observance of the whole

Jaw,(Gal. 5,3;) which was a. service of bondage; and a school- -

master to bring its followers.to.Christ, throush ba tism; o
Dth'hr hand_,__ we are '..ini_g_iajied? into . the,’ Gospeg : whri)ch is’ r?;;.s;g?
- able, manly. and, in the highest sense, a free service: for under
'_tl_:iegl;z_mwme'nWe.rf;.,n,og, merely born, bat grew-upinfants in a spi-
\ n_;ua;l sense; under the Gospel, in baptism, we are born men.”
“We gould make many more excellerit quotations from Milton
bt_lt. this' is ‘enough {o satisfy the y‘eader’; that t'héy,'"v&?ho read the;
Bible to learn fron it the truth, are sure to draw nearly the samé
conélusion. RN AN RS S RS - OMICRON. -
o s o g 8 - LEXiNeTON, Jan. '7; 1832
-+ Dear Brother Johnson—I deem ‘a note of a;;ology t,c)lgt:ﬁ. at
this {ime from me called for. from the seeming neglect, and inat-
tention shewn you at your late visit to this place. The more so,

a8 T.ventured to address you on the subject of your coalescence

 withthe chiristian body some short time before your visit, in terms
somewhat distrustful of the consequences that might -foi!ow such
-3 union. of christians.. My nen-attendance of the meeting I as-
. sure youi did not originate from feelings or motives of the kind
but.proceeded from obligations that rested on me of 'a*'diﬁ'erem?
kind, and nothing would have afforded me more pleasure: than to
have attended the meeting throughout, and mingled feeliﬁlg-s,with
you all on that interesting, and I trust long to be remembered ac..
casion, cquld it have beepn,done consistent with pre.vious'-érjg .
. ments.. . i A iy ag ;
- | Since you left here, I have seen several of the brethren of

both parties, and especially some of the infliential disciples, who

- like myself; did not altogether see’the way. clear for union upon

Jasting principles, who now express themselves highly pleased;:
gnd express. the hope. with confidence, that nothing will becur:

tomar or disturb the coneord and fellowship that should:knit and
_unite them together, as a church of (Christ, upon New Testament:
,P"ln_clplﬁs_?_" If the same spirit actuates you all: hei‘égftéi'.thaf
. eharacterised your meeting here; the cause of our blessed Lord
: ;‘:@Q;QM@:tenmust afford ¢onsolation to Ei_& true followers and‘ dis-

Giples, and cause many, who are yet 1n the gall of bitternessand

: Imnds of -imiquity, to ground the arms of 'their rebellion and take
"imfﬂg_’hﬁ under the bannersiof. the cross of Christ.' The admonito-
. XY lessons of experience, of ‘church history, and the plain and ob-
- ¥lous precepts and: examples of Jesus Christ and his Apostles, all
sliew the -baneful influence of sectarianism.  Come out: then

from.amongst them, and he ye sepgrated from all sects and par< |
fies; and plaot your hopes and faith upon Christ and. him alone. -

MESSENGER. i)
I should be pleased and delighted to be with you often, but

during the winter, muy numerous and pressing ¢ngagements deny
me that enjuyraent. Another visit from you to tiis place, as soon

as your engagements will allow, is called for, and will ve atten-

ded with the happiest results. ‘¥lay you ever cherish the feel-

ings and temper of vur commmon Lord, and enjoy forever the unc-
tion of a conscience void of offence towards God.

Your brother in the faith of the Gospel,
W. H. RICHARDSON.

. REMARKS.

Our conduct in giving pubhicity to bro. Richardson’s private
comunication, nceds an apology. ~ *¥e may have presumed too
far on onr hrother’s good nature; but we are well persuaded he
will not rashly blame us, when we assure him we were influenced

by motives to punslic utility. EDITORS.

Extract of a letter from bro. L. Bruen, of Dayton, Ohio, to one

of the ditors, B. W. Stune, dated ec. 3, 1831,

Some of our conferences as well as other societies, have had
the subject of siasonry uuder consideration, and have resolyed
that **i'ree-masonry 1s incompatible with the chiristian religion.”
If this be true. and the ‘essenger 1s intended to correct all evil,
would it not ierit an examination in your useful periodical? 1
Liope the subject will engaxe your earnest attention. As light is
prevailing. and sectarians trembling, I think the sect of I'ree-
masons must evidently suffer loss, as well as otlers.

REPLY.

My Brother: I am heartily sorry that my fears are at lengtls
realized. Some of your conferences have re<olved that Masonry
is iIncompatiole with the christian religion— ‘erefore every mna-
son must be excladed from fellowship. Thi= looks so much like
legislating that I cannot see the difference. I'his principle ad-
mitted, a creed or code of laws must soon follow. I blush to
write it, yet ! do it in hope that the dear brethren will retrace
theirsteps. {'he ii1essenger has been solicited before from Penn-
sylvania as well as Uhio, to become an anti-inasonic organ. It
has refused, becanse of our total ignorance of the institution. If
anti-masonic s.cieties must be formed to put down masoury, be-
cause it is deemed dongerous to our institutions—then I shall
shortly expect tvsve anti-preshyterian societies forined. to put.
down preshy!~r.anisin, because many think that its plans are de-
signed to overthrow our civil constitution and governinent.
IFor the same reasons 1shall expect 1o hear of anti-methodist so-
cieties; and resolves, that preshyterianism and methodisin are
incompatible with the christian religion, and that therefore all
such must he denounced. ¥Vill not this principle distra¢t and
divide society. instead of uniting them in peace®’ 1 am afraid
that anti-masonry is designed to be a political cngine; it may be
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to effect what it ostensibly proposes to put down. We as chris-
tians should preach and live the (rospel, and not intermeddle with
things we know not. Fhis 1s the ost powerful auti-against all
wrongs i politics or religion. 'F'his alone will bind the jarring
world in peace, and supersede the necessity of inasonic obliga-
tions to charity.

BroosineTon la. January 23, 1832,

Dearly beloved brother Sto:.ie—“ome years bhave elapsed since
puhlic attention has lieen invited to witness a inghty moral re-
formation. Pixpectations have been raisced, that the Gouspel or
ancient ovder was ready to burst with etiulgence on a beuighted
_world; pristine seauty adorn the charch of the first horn; a pure
speech pervade all nations, while the dawri or willemal glory
destroy the works of darkness and establish peace ¢n the earth.
Amen, even so 1 .ord desus. Bt alas! after ail our expectations,
hopes and wishies, our ears are astounded with the grating sound

of immersion in water for regeneration, or as some say Immer-

sion makes a part of regeneration; and that none aren the king-
dom of Jesus Christ tmit those who huve been inducted by im-
inersion, and none others have a divine right to the L.ord’s table.
Near thirty years ago, when a hoy, I occasionally heard-the Re-
gular Baptists preach that immersion was cssential to salvation,
and that none but immersed believers had a divine right to the
Lord’s table, and clai:ned the right to debar all others. Regular
Baptists, so far as ! know, have from thetr @rst organization as a
body, held and acted upon the same principles; why then 1n the

nineteenth century call'it reform! What think ye of this mat-

ter! How readest thou? Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the
Christ, is born of tiod. We know that we have passed from

death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth

not his hrother, abideth in death. 1 John, 3, 14 & ch. 5 1. Does
no person believe that Jesus is the Christ, and love the brethren,
but those who have been immersed! [oes every person, who
has been immersed, love every other immersed person! or are
some of those immersed (regenerated) persons abiding in death?

Education. - Much time has pastsince we talked of a christian
seminary. The Vessenger is devoted entirely to religion; and
until religion can be tanzht without education, I shall think that
the best way to propagate religion is by founding institutions of
learning. . If this conclusion be correct, can the Messenger be
better filled than hy devoting a fourth or half of its columas in
favor of a C. College?

Think of this inatter, and your wisdom will dictate the proper
course. Wa are in asad condition for want of efficient teachers
in Indiana. We have gocd materials, but lack workmen that
need not to he ashamed. A very favorahle impression was
made on the pnblic mind last fall herg by the learned criticisms
of bro. Palmer. l.etus have all vur preachers equally or better
learned, and then the heathenshallibe given to Jesus. The time
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has come, when the operation of an abstract spirit is doubted.
Men are now 1nquiring what God had taught. 'I'he original
Greek Scripture 1s called for. STEFHEN KUOACH.
LB .
REPLY TO DOCT. s. ROACH’S LETTER.

My dear brother—1 am serry that your warm anticipations of
{he achievements of truth appear w e blasted —that your ears,
instead of beiug blessed with the joyful sound,” are astounded
with the grating sound of lmmersion iu water fOr regeneratlon,
or a parl of regeneratio.. Permit me, my brotker, tu reason
with you out of ti.c scriptures on those points, which have dis-
turbed your peace, and baflled your expectations.

1st. 't be grating sonnd of immersicn for regeneration.”

In every suciety there are ignurant. rask and unguarded per-
sons who are swift to speak acd slow (o hear—such persons are
universally an injury to any cause, wiinch they w:ay attempt to
advocate. Such may lave heen the characters from which you
have learned that 1 mersion 18 regereration, without any at-
tempt to defire the 1erm regenerclion or toshew that it is not to
be understood in the conanon accepiation. Nome there are,
who know better (charity says;j should know better; yet are wil-
ling to keep the delusion alive, in order 10 impede the progress of
truth. But ron bars, and bLrazen gates caunuot confine it.
“Great is 1ts power, and shall prevail.”’

Many years ago, a neighor of mine, had emigrated from Ire-
iand to America; he had neglected to take the vath of allegiance
according to onr coustitntion, and of course was yet an alien,
and was not a citizen of America—yet he had the spirit of a
citizen, he loved the government, and respecled 1ts laws and its
subjects: But a few years ago. George of Fngland demanded

~ of America all his sutjects. My neighbor, alarned at bissitua-=

tion, hurried to court, and tock the oath of allegiance. Till
then he had never h.een a citizen of America—till then he haé
never been an adopted son of Americg, or born into the govern-
ment; but as soon as he had taken the vath of allegiance, he was
hailed as a son of the great family, or w:ember of the one great
body politic, and entitled to all tlie privileges and immunities of
that family or body. Here was a change of state, not of heart.
'This oath was the constituted door of entrance into the govern-
ment. No, the generality of professed christians helieve that
the divinelv nstitutea door of entering into the church is bap-
tism-—(we call it immersion, as the learned of all denomibations
agree.) 'T'his action of immersion only changes the state of a
person;—before baptism he had not been legally a member of the
church, or fellow citizen with the saints in the kingdom—he had
not been adupted as a son or daughter. because he liad not been
born of water. ‘We acknowledge immersion to be a divively in-
stituted means, 10 connexion with faith and repentance, of sal-
vation, remission of sins a:id the gift of the Holy “pirit. When
we advocate these plain simple facts, we thick it ungenerous that



ﬁe ahmnd ‘be ¢harg-ed w1th makmg mmiérsion to mean g’éherﬁv@

ﬁonm‘ the géneral acceptation of the term.-

- 24 ¥ou eomplain that-these peaple teach, tha{"‘imna‘%ﬁe
t.he kmgdom of Jesus (/hnft ‘but these who bave been iduc ed
by immersion,and that no- others have a rlght to the Lord s table,

,Bo not-all professed chrlstlans, who practise wcater ha tlsu;n do:

1é:same ‘thing? Do not. the Presbyterxans and Metha ISts ex~ :

ude-—-rather debar; ,Q,uakers and pthers who reject water ba

“tism from the churcl, and from the :Lord’s table? | ‘And this they -
“do, because:the Q,uakers have not been mducted into thé churchr

......

by baptism; by’ whieh baptism’ ‘they, ‘mean sprinkling.  Why
should you blame one'and n fg‘% all". " ‘Tlie Presbyterians and Meth-
odists ackﬁb‘wledge many o

Thus we think-of 'many of the pedo-baptists, With' respect to

debamug from .the Lord’s table all the ‘unimmersed, or-to invir
‘ting to/it'all the immmersed, we have nasuch' commandmen};.
- Therhfore,;when, the table is spread itis. presufﬁed that itis for
“ebedient :believers, ~Wae neither. invite nor debar; but snnply ,

 say, “Let:a’man examme biiself, *and 80" let: him: ieat: of this

. bread and drmk of this éup, for tieithat/eateth and drinketh ugs
—— woﬁhlly,fetetheand dﬂnketh d’a:mnatmirto lmﬁself tﬂ dzrsg;er:m--«r-'j

, nmg the Liord’s body: " ‘)
¢ 3d: You say. the Regular Baptlsts long ago re_]ected fmm ;
| church—membershlp, and the Lord’s table the unimmersed, and

you ask, why call it r'eform in others, who in the nmeteenth cen-
tury,do the same? 4 -

- It is hoped, youdo not. OODSIGQF this & dmtmgmshmg featnre af‘ ‘5

the present reformation. Imdeed sir, I have not heard it once:

‘named asafeature at all among thes*e People. The prmmples of
. the Regular Baptists are, that the Spirit in some’ nystic way epe-
i gates op the heartof the poor unbelieving dead sinner. and ‘re-
- news; enllghtens qmckens or regenerates him, and thus pre-

ares him to believe in Jesus, by which faith he 153ust1ﬁed OF par-

- doned, and then, not before, is he a proper subject for immersion.

This we. view as acomplete perversion of the (Jrespel from which
erversion;-has proceeded: that system of mysticism, which has

Anvolved the land in darkuoegs.: The opposite to this plan we. ac-

pt and teach, viz: Beheve, reform be baptized. These are

“the divinely a,ppomted means. * The consequents are, remission
. of sins,.salvation; the giftof the' Ho}? Splrxt. I heed Bot pursue

the snbject farther. R

-You introduce a few: texts. a’nd wmh to know how we read
them in mecﬂrdance@wﬂh our views of ! the Goepel ag ¥ Jobn,ﬁ I
& chap. 8, 14, You then’ ask ‘does no person bel:eﬁr#ihat Jeatfk

“is the Christ, and love the brethren, but the immersed? - Fo: the-

first pavt of the query we answer, that therehave beer, and stilk
are thousands, who believe that .lesus is.the ( "hrlst who ha?e re-

‘mained, and do remain unim sed: for we read of. somﬁ who

beheved on him, yet for fear of the Jews they did.not confess
Him—and mdeed every person acteptably immersed, was abe-

Myt

the Quakers pious’and godly pesple. -
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oo P minus tohis lm&ﬁgn,mn.- To the secand part, of thq que- |
.00 person. but tﬁg unmersed love the brethrén? *1 an-
er, weshbpe they do—we 1dulge the comfortable hope that -

'a;nY P fhio unﬁnmﬁﬁe‘i do. leyeithe brethren sincerely. Yet

“the texfsiintroduced by you de aot prove it; “We know that we

“have passed from death. uanto lufe, because we love the brethren.”.
- We were lm«mersed behevers,‘ for. all obedient believers in apos-:.

‘tolic, times; were, 1mmersed-—even Lhe lea?tned pedo-baptists of *
g&l denomlnatlens acknowledge u;nm;erswn of behevers the an-

ment practlce. _ \
1f.’our remarks on Educatmn l:expect mﬁ be attended to here- :

_"'after by: brethren, who' feel an mterest in the sub‘]ect» _

My dear brother, i never'saw hlgher prospects for the spread
of truth and true rellgwn than at the present time. The prayer

. of the Saviour isin part answered——union of christians is effected
~among us, and the smiles and approbation of our Lord are evi-

denced by’ the faith, obedience: and love of many who ware lately
of the world Fear not; be strong in the faith and hope of the
Gespel—-an.d eb ey%too.—lloupbmthe:,_ il

Our fnends have been heretofore notified of the beneficial and

-happy results of the meetings held, by the { Christians and Refor-

mers, (so called by way of disu.nctlon) at Georg:town, Lexing-

tonj and. Paris. ‘“We have had a second meeting, embracmg
Georgetown and the {zreat Lrossmgs which commenced on the
‘night of the 10th at the first named place, and ended on Monday

following.  The ‘fruits of those meetings begin to be realized.

‘Sixintelligent and respectable persons confessed and obeyed the

Lord Jesns—and many more were seriousiy impressed. We trust
many are on the eve of accepting the offered salvation. Bre-
thren, John Smith, Tho. M. Allen, and L. J. Fleming, were with
us, during the meeting at® Geogetown and the Crossings. The
truth was presented in a clear, lucid, and forcible manner; and
the mists of darkness are passing away from the minds ofa.hlo-hly
mtelhgent and respectable community.

-.,}.,
41,

We are more and more convinced, from experience and obser-

- vation, that when Christiang meet on the foundation of the Pro-

phets and Apostles; Jesus being the,Chief corner stone, and de-
termine to abide in (heir teaching, ‘and institutions, unmingled

- with huian speculations, traditions, and con;ectures, that it will

eventuate in the destruction of all sectarianism; and that Chris-
tians will presert the oiie body to the one head. Then will ex-.
ist that heavenly state.of things, S‘of one body ard ene spirit ani-
mating that bodys; one hope, bne Tord, one faith, one immersion,

one God ‘and Fathér of all,” &c. &c.  Oh! ("hrxstxans we call

" 'upon you by all the' ténder abd ‘wfoctionate fies, which bind us

. together, todiscard every thing;ithat lias a tendency to marso
. gloriou§a work. ~ As we have been attracted to the centre of the
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great circle, by the magnet of the Gospel, the common and only
bond of union—who will say, nay? We hope better things of you.

THE BAPTIST CHRONICLE.

The Editor of this work, finding himself unnoticed by editors
generally. if not universally, seems determioed to push himself
1ntoour notice, contrary to our wishes. His judgment of our work,
““its double-toned aspect” (wonderful, sirs, would my old friend say)
its mixed illustration of purpose, &c. &c, we pass by as harm-
less things: But when he charges us with meddhiag with the ““me-
chanical concerns of the Chronicle, either by secret tntrigue or of-
[erred treasure, with a view of supplanting i1;” we are obliged to
speak out, and iniorm the public that we are as unconscious of
these allegations as the unborn iafant. Sofarare we from desi-
ring to supplant the Chronizle, that we earnestly wish its continy-
ance, as we are firmly convinced that its unmized illusiration of pur-
pose, is developing the deformities of his 'heclogical system and
that of his friends. We were obliged to notice him thus far.,

Our meetings in Georgetown and neighborhood, are of an *

interesting character. Many are seriously affected by the-
truth. We on Friday evening last immersed five, and on
the day following one more, in Georgetown. EDITORS.

The appointments for Camp-Maetings in Alabama, and
receipts, are deferred to the next No. for want of room.
Bl R R R S s e

Eop OBITUARY.
. DIED, January 1st, 1832, in Hamilton county, Ohio, WM.

CARTMEL, a deacon in the Church of Christ. Hislife was

holy. and his death glorious: - -

Also—Bro. LEMUEL ROBERTS., of Manchester [ndiana,
Dec. 30, 1831. He left the word in the triumphant hope of
immortality .

| ERRATA. _

Page 9, 13 line from bottom, tor mystify, read nullify.
p. 10, 23 line, for a, put a . after subject. |

p. 10, 7 line from bottom, for baptized, read baptizing.

p-11.7& 8 line,_read into, ers John's bapti\sm, before in@

eis one body.
p. 11, 13 line, inzert a before profession. : 5
p. 11, 2 line from bottom, for translation, read translators.
p. 13, 1st line, insert a before translation.

Our apology is that the co as almost illegible.
Vil S EDITORS.

__~ EDITORS, ==

cents under 100 miles, and 23 cents over 100 miles.

-
.

Q.

P M_QW‘ o s T AL I T

CHRISVIAN MESSENGE

BY B. W. STONE & JOUN T. JOHNSON,

ELDERS IN THE CHURCH OF CHRIST.

¢ Prove all things: hold fust that which is good.”—PavL. ~ .

DG i b eaSChRal SRS R £ et s 1 S

Von. VL] . . Grozezrown, Kv. Magos, 1832. - [No. 3.

Tue CHRISTIAN MESSENGER is published monthly at
One DoLLAR a year, or for 12 numbers, if paid on the reception

of the first aumber—or §1 25, if paid within six months. They
who procure eight subscribers, and remit the money to the Edi-

‘tors, ‘shall have one volume for their trouble. The postage to

be paid by the subscriners.. The postage of each number is 12

- ‘!‘__B_m____ T l_-_l,@l .
WHALIT IS TO MAXE VOID THE LAW OF CHRIST.
John 17, 3. “And tuis is life eternal, that they might know
thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.”
6 v. I have manifested thy name untoe the men (the twelve) which
thou gavest me out of the world, &c. 8 v. For 1 have given
unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have re-
ceived them, and have known sureiy that | came oul from thee;
and they have believed that thou didst send me, &c. 18v. As

_thou hast sent me into the world, even so have 1 alsn sent them

into the world. 20 v. Neither pray 1 for these alone, but for
them also which shall believe oo m- through their word,’’ (teach-
ing.) Many of the Sectarians make the luw of Christ void, more
or less, in many respects. '%Lis we will aitempt to evince, in
order to bring then back to tie form of sound words,*and to the
law and 1nstitutiens of Jesus Christ, as they were delivered to
the Apustles, and by them recorded, to the end, that the mani-

fold wisdonand geoduess of (God wight be exhibited by the con-

gregations. e

‘The law of Christ, including his institutions, and the order of
the Gospel, is perfect. That!s s - thuse institutions, and the erder
of the Gospel, whe:. practised i iherr purity, are designed {c con-
vert the world. Preparatory, however, to the conversion ¢f the
world, the sects must be converfed from sectarianism; and all
christians must return to the alouse foundation of the Prophets
and Apustles, Jesus Christ himsel’ beirg the chief corner stone;
for other foundation, or bond of nwion, canno man fay. which is,
that Jesus is the Christ. Whenever the law of Clrist, or his
1stitutiocs are perverted, addad to, or dimipished irom. in the
slightest degree;. or the gospel order reversed oo changed by
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WHALIT IS TO MAXE VOID THE LAW OF CHRIST.
John 17, 3. “And tuis is life eternal, that they might know
thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.”
6 v. I have manifested thy name untoe the men (the twelve) which
thou gavest me out of the world, &c. 8 v. For 1 have given
unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have re-
ceived them, and have known sureiy that | came oul from thee;
and they have believed that thou didst send me, &c. 18v. As

_thou hast sent me into the world, even so have 1 alsn sent them

into the world. 20 v. Neither pray 1 for these alone, but for
them also which shall believe oo m- through their word,’’ (teach-
ing.) Many of the Sectarians make the luw of Christ void, more
or less, in many respects. '%Lis we will aitempt to evince, in
order to bring then back to tie form of sound words,*and to the
law and 1nstitutiens of Jesus Christ, as they were delivered to
the Apustles, and by them recorded, to the end, that the mani-

fold wisdonand geoduess of (God wight be exhibited by the con-

gregations. e

‘The law of Christ, including his institutions, and the order of
the Gospel, is perfect. That!s s - thuse institutions, and the erder
of the Gospel, whe:. practised i iherr purity, are designed {c con-
vert the world. Preparatory, however, to the conversion ¢f the
world, the sects must be converfed from sectarianism; and all
christians must return to the alouse foundation of the Prophets
and Apustles, Jesus Christ himsel’ beirg the chief corner stone;
for other foundation, or bond of nwion, canno man fay. which is,
that Jesus is the Christ. Whenever the law of Clrist, or his
1stitutiocs are perverted, addad to, or dimipished irom. in the
slightest degree;. or the gospel order reversed oo changed by
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qmen, no matter whether the {itent or 'motive be good or bad, te
that extent, the law of Christ i1s made void. kiis pure law. and
testimony—his institutions and order, will undouitedly achieve
all the glorious triumphs predicted by huoself and the Prophets
of the old and new {estainent. But in accomplishwig those
wonderful events, it spurns the aid of human traditions, a fajse
philosophy, confessions, creeds, Calvinism, Fullerisin. Armivian-
ism, and all the COUJBL[III‘GS and opiniuns of this speculatiug age.

In illustration of what 1t is, in our view, to make void the law
of Christ, &c., we will specliy souwe particular cases. leaving it
w:th the reader to extend the principle to all other cases. And
1.t of faith:—T e Apostle Jotin records in the 20 chap. 8} v.
“ But these (miracles or signs) are writien, that ye n.ight believe

that Jesus is thie Christ the Bon of God, and that believ ing (this}

y might have hife through his name.” Thisis as explicit, aid as

ex; :lanalory of itself, as any declaration in the Bouk. 'iothe

same effect John wriles in his :st letter, 5 chap 9 v. «If we re-
celve the witness (or tebllmony) of men (a thn ig admitted,) the
witness (testimony) of Gud is greater; for this 1s the witness
{testimony) of God, wh ich he hath teqtlﬁed of bis Sen.” Aud
thus Paul speaks—2 ) chap Kph. ¥ v. “kor by graceare ye saved,
through faith, and that (salvation by grace) 1s not of yourselves,
it is the gift of (God.”” i hLen this grace is vot accessiltle to us,
thmugh reason, but it is made attaiiab le, throvgh faith; just as
the food 1s made to pourish and sustain us. through eaung-dnd
Paul asserts that “faith comes bty hearing; and hLearirg ly the
word of God;” ‘*and that the bospel is the power of (zod unto
salvation, to every one who believes.” The gospel order, then,
stands thus, in reference to faith: 1st. The testimony and the
wlad tidings; 2d. ¥Faith produced by, or the oflspring of that tes-
tunony This 1s the lucid order and arrangement of the King,
who has a right to rule. Bot no, say the friends of human Sy s~
tems—this will Dot do; we must have somelhing additional—we

must have some operation ov umpulse of the Spirit, to quicken or:

make alive, or regenerate, the unbeliever, or he never can trust
in, apprehend or realize the testimony and truth of God, as as-
serted plainly and unequivocally by the Apostle John. And thus
the testimony is set aside. its power and 1nfluer.ce neutralized,
so far as they have or exercise an influence over the minds of
their children, neighbors and hearers; and the law of faith is
made void, to {hat extent. 'T'heydo pot say, in so many words,
as the eists and Nceptics, that the testimony is incredible, and
unworthy of belief; but ip substnace, they assert the same thlng,
and the apology of both conduct them to the same conclusion,
i. e. that no man can believe the testimony—1I speak of that be-
lief, which entitles a person to obedience.
Some coptend that it is a dead letter, and boldly make the
charge in the face of Heaven—others sp: nd hoursin their putlic
addresses to prove, from the Scriptures, that men cannot be-
lieve, Others again, who shrink from such rash imputations,

1
world will convmce any. mfe“that there are thousands waiting, an

; :;ne hoplng‘g for that vmttatlon froin God.- -Reader; do you:not
.ﬁplamly discover m tEns, the law and tesumony of Christ set at

~

% ’
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4 eﬂ&g to ;evade the’ féarﬂﬂ consequences, by eulog'tsmg the .
wag&mhd tesmnonygwho yet contend against its.efliciency ta pro- -

“ducefarth and lead to obedience; and teach the people to ex-. .
gg"% Cinde i sterious, yndefined and’ indefinable nperlzlxtmn or
forote ol the Spirit] upon. their heart, before they have. the privi-
;Z;;k '&'i:b'e l:he I,m?d, ‘And the sllghtest experience with the |

‘ v Letall

~fou ht—in ma nstanees defied, and ‘rendered void?
fhusge, who are: t%us teachmg. trem inle at“the word of the Lord.. |
Most unpresswely did he' declare. *‘not every one that saith uato - ;
“ me, Lird, Lord,shall enter into the kingdom of '1eaven, but he

7 that dueth the will of my Father whois in Heaven.”

We have seen, ‘that the faith, produced by the testnnony of -
God, is based ‘on that, which cannot deceive or mlslead —which
is as mfalhble, wnering and. certain. as its author.: -Qur ‘faith
-yests not in'the wisdom or tesnmony of men, but'in the power of

" the testimony of (od. This'is very different from that produc-

tion of faith, which the Sectarlan Divines contend for. aiid rest.

“upon. ~This is that faith, that leads to repentance, or. reforma—

tm2nr;dly We W1H bneﬂy exhlblt the 1nst1tutlon of immersion. -
‘.’In reference to the qualifications for immersion, the Holy Scrip-
~‘tures are no less explicit. Asone of the cases, in point, we refer
~to Acts 8. 35. - <“Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the
- same Scripture, and preached unto, him lesus. When' they.
had come to a certain water, the: Bunuch said, see here is water,
what doth hinder me to he baptlz&d’t And Philip said, if thou -
believest with all thy heart, thou ma.yest, and he: anaw_ereﬂ: and "
‘said, 1 believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. ¢ Atd he
*-bapttzed him: and the Eaauch went on his way rejmcmg »- He
who beheves, with all his heart, that Jesus. Christ is the Son of -
- God, is, according to this.narrative, entitled to.the institution of
immersion.: To determmg othermse, would be to denounce
" Philip as ignorantof his mission. Paul says, that ‘“if thou shalt
¢onfess with thy mouth the Lord: Jestis, and helieve in thine
heart that God hath’ raised*him from the dead, thou shalt be
* saved.” And:Ananias 3 said to Saul ““arise and be haptlzed and
- waghi' away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”  How
' violated, perverted or made void is the law of Lhnst in this pac;
- ticular’ spémﬁcatlon' e o
~ 4 Tastead of receiving ¢ the good confésswn made by the Emucn,
-"{tbe persons: are called on, or expected to give a detail i their
"'expaneﬂce, as itis called,or the operationsor exercises of their
“ miads,’by which they have arrived at:the faith, that Jesus is the -
.Son of God—and unless their exercises, of operations of mind
‘square’ with those, who sit in the judgment seat, ‘hey are reject-
ted,. Andif hw.(lg,hawé been mtrodnced all the wild vagaries ‘of .the.

iunagmatmn, and on many bcbusioas, these who were fnllest of
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. yisions and dreams, came hest. recommended’ All uqh'fagnaﬁ‘-
cism has been charged:to the operation of the Spirit of God. -
At one period of their distress,. the Spirit of Glod taught them"
. that there was no hope for such‘a sinner, and the next day, the
same Spirit ta.ught, 'or. mspn‘ed them w1th hﬁpe, tﬁat ﬂfere WaS-
salvat;on for just such a wretch, ... % :
. Again:—They were under such dlstress. that they wonld have
~given the world to believe on Jesus as their Saviour, yet they
" could not believe. They beheved he would saye others, but he
- would not, or coizld not save them, because of . their vﬂeqess—-y,et:
in a few minutes afterwards. they were taught, by the same Spi-
rit a very different lesson. Oh! when'shall the world get rid of
those Scholastic Divines, who thus pervert the pure word. of God
—who. thus neutralize the law of Christ! -
- : _: ._- g 2 i J To JOHNSON Edltor-
DIALOG[JE BI!.TWEEN [‘H,O'\leS AND PETER. e
" Peter. My friend Thomas, why is it that you are so neglectful
of your eternal interests? T rarely find you at the house of God;
and if you happen to be’ there, you appear to take no part in di-
vine worshlp Do you not thmk it to be the part of wisdom to
seek first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and by this
-mnans. to seciire the promlse of eternat*hfe, as well as that of .
mmor blessings? & \
"homas. Were [, my nelghbor, a believer inthe Bhrlstlan re-
hgton,, you might truly wonder at my neg'hgence -of duty, and of
‘my best interest. -Itoo wonderat thei inconsistency, irrationali-
;{y aad: wickedness of those, who profess to helieve that Jesus |
- Christ is'the M essiah of God, and yet live in disobedience to his
. commands. . -Bo. not such dishonor their confessed Messiah more

" thap I do? ‘1 ey say, Lord, 1 believe thou wast sent from hea-

. ven to be the saviour of men, yet I will notobey thee. Ido not
- believe that he is the Lhmst of God therefore act consmten»tly m
_ dlsobeymg hinr. - L $o L -

Pet. Are you really an mﬂdel’! e -

"Thos. No; I am not; for 1 firmly beheve there is a God the-
first cause of all things—a being independent, self-existent, eter—-
nal, and of infiite perfection. But.I am av infidel or unbehev—-
er in Jesus Christ, and i in the Christian scriptures.

. Pet. By what means did you come to the belief that zhgre is
a God of such perfection a3 you speak! Do 1nform e, if you

ease
P;Thos. From the Ipook of nature I have learned thls truth.
’j Yet. The book of nature, lnde endent of the book of revela-

. for frorn the ﬁve"
. senses, 553?19 Teelm smelll 'aqd tastm WE derive
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Thes. Who, my friend, can look on creation, and not he con-
vinced that there must be a Creator? For these things could not
create themselves. To affirm that they did, is to affirm a con-
¢radiction; for it would imply they were active in creating, be-
fore they were created; or existed before they did exist.

Pet. But, suppose, my friend, 1 deny that the world, the sun,
moon, stars, or any thing else was ever created, but should affirm
that they were all from eternity and uncreated—how would you

prove my position false; and yourstrue? A

‘Thos. Becausgitis m)poss-uble to conceive of such things with-
cut a cause. '

Pet. And how cau you conceive of 2 God without some cause
of his existence?! It is as easy in the one case as in the other.
Atheism is the religion of nature. My friend, those scriptures,
the divinity of which you deny, declare that “‘the world by wis-
dom knew not God”—that ‘‘no one knoweth the Father save the
Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.” One
great part of his mission te earth was plainly to shew us the Fa-
ther. Had it not been for the revelations of God, the world
would al[have been atheists.

0s. Sir, 1s itnot aconceded point among christians of all

names that the works of nature declare the Being of a God? Seo
I kave thought; and I have heard them appeal to your scriptures
for procf; as ‘‘the heavens declare the glory of God; and the fir-
mament sheweth his handy work.” ps. 19. Buat I aanowledgeﬂ Q_

he texts you have quoted contradict this, and such. as speak the
same ideas. But contradictions are not uncommonly found in
your scriptures. |

Pet. This last sentiment is denied, and al a pruper time, I
shall challenge an investigation, and pledge myself to prove the
contrary. But ot to wander from the point in debate, I ac-
koswledge that wmany, yes, the generalily of christians, have
nlead the cause of infidelity, in advocating the doctrine, that God
15 known by the works of creation.—It ‘is true, ““the heavens
declare the glory of 3od” to those only who ha en_faught
4haf ST T2a O — ThTs Troth s bos handed down from the
Beginning, from generatlon to generatmn SO clearly,, that it is
doubted whether any nation is entirely ignorant of it. But, my
neighhor, we need not bewilder ourselves by abstruse specula-
tions on this suhject, let us hamhly learn of Jesus, the Messiah,
the great ''eacher come from (od, He will resolve every doubt
and lead us into all truth—into the truth that shall make us free.

‘Thos. I cannot believe in him =2s a teacher come from God,
and therefore cannot come to him for instruction. * Did I believe
tuis. no consideration whataver would prevent me from acknow-
ledging and obeying him. But I must have evidence of this
fact, before { can believe it. -

Pet. Nor couid | helieve it without evidence. Indeed if we
had not evidence that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of ‘iod, N

———— Sheuld be ashamed to ackno wiedge him, ;and blush to equire an-
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other to beiieve on him. But we lack nof evidence of this— - — =
heart-cheeriag truth —evidence sadficient to establisn this truth
in the winds of all honest, altentive persons.
'nos. Pray, sir, produce this evidence. 1 think [ am honest,
anl will be attentive. 1 ackunowledge my preseant belief affords
me hut little conforts it cannut condact me through the crrurs
and glooms of death aud the grave—a hereafter—an eternity of-
ten rull trenmiendously before mne. 1 am in doubt; and the very
doudt creates unhappiness. If Jesus be the Son of GGod. T must

coufess, il 1s a tremeudous trath, 1n which our best interests are
involved.

YWe ascend still higher to theé days of Pdarphery in the year 233. x)~
These nooks tuen zxisted; for | 1e wrote agalnsi them, and makes — 7)—

abundant qivtations. ile never presu:ned o deny the facts sta-C @

ted in them, but hkeothers endeavored to bring theminto ridicule. L AJJ
We ascend to Celsus. He wrote a ook against the curistians 17

in tae year 179, eatitled the -*I'rue Word ” T'o this book Uri-

gin replied part:cularly. He repiles to about 80 quotations of

Celsus taken from the New Testamsent. Celsus never dented any

fact stated in this book, but endeavored to weaken their force by T ol
mere scoffs, and sophistry. - L

We still ascend to Lucian in the year 117. He was an oppo- )7
ser of tne Uhristians. 1o his w y account of Peregrinus, he »y

wote

pY
2

et You. dountless, admit that a person, called Jesus Christ
did live in the days of Augustus Caesar.

Thos. ¥his fact cannot be douunted; it has always been admit-
ted by his iriends and foes. Noue ever denied this. As well
miglit we deny that such a person as Julius Caesar ever lived.

Pot. Vil you adinit that the books of the New [estament
were writien by the persons, whose names they bear as their
auiz .rs! o

'Thos. This needs proof, without which I cannot admit it as a
fact. - | : .

Pet. !ereis the New Testamg¢nt—we inquire whence did we
receive itt By whom was 1t wnittet! and when was it.written?
Tev us ascend the stream of time TITTWE come to the period, in
which it purports lo have been written.—This book existed
doubtless in the days of Kivg tames, by whose order 1L was trans-
lated. we ascend the stream to the Reformers, it existed
then; for it was translated by Luther. and this translation has

-ever since been acknowledged his. We ascend Ligher to Julian
the apostate, who in the vear 363 wrote three books against the
christians. He expressly names Matthew, !vke, Mark, John
and Panl, as the Apostles of Jesys. He makes quotations from
them in order to expose what he calls “silly and ridiculous tat-
ters.” —1 will give you one example of his quotations from Paul:
1 <or. 6, 9—11. “Be not deceived; veither idolaters, nor adul-
terers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,
nor thieves. nor ¢ovetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers. nor extor-
tioners, shall inhierit the kingdom of God. And you are not ig-
norant, brethren, that such were you also. Put ye are washed,
but ye are sanctified in the nanie of Jesus Christ.” He then
scoffingly remarks—¢You see they were such, but they had been
sanctified and washed, having heen cleansed and scoured with
water, which penetrates even to the soul. And baptism, which
Gannot _hea[ the leprusy. nor the gout. porthe dysentery, norany

G nmiper of the body, takes away ad rtions,
and all other sins of the soul.”’* :

ackaowledges that Jfesus was crucified in Palestine and was foun-
der of Uhristianity and ilas.er of Christians. 1 have oniy ad-
veried to the testimony of the bitterest and earliést enemies of
Christianity. They all confirm the fact that these writings exis-
ted in their day, and that their authors were acknowledged then
as ve have them now—they never presutned to deny the facts
stated in these writings, but endeavored tuv invalidate or ridicule
them.

We nuw rise to tnuse, who lived 1n, and near the Apostles time,
as Barna ras, Clement, tlermas, lgnatius. Polycarp. and many
others—whose  frequent quotations from this book, prove that
these writings existed at (haf _time, and were considered a true
testimony of facts. | need not produce quotations (rom these
writers; but only refer you to them. You will ind them in Lard.
ner, and Paley’s Kvidences, and in Campbell and Owen’s de!.ate-
None can reasonahly doubt, after having examined these autliors
iliat these Scriptures were written F)l_li]e authors to whou they
are ascribed. This admiited. we then have just and true data,
o which to esta“lish the truth that Jesus is the Son of God,
and Savior of the world. ]

. 1'hos. T am constrained to admit that your Scriptures were
written by the authors to whom they are ascribed, and at the
times specified. Now,sir. 1 am prepared to a—n.e..-nj-; io :Ee evi-
dence you promised,.to prove the fact, that Jesus i of

Pet. 1 shall hegin with prophecies, made and written many
ages hefore their accomplishment, which prophecies were liter~
ally fulfilied, at the times and places foretold. Passing over ma-
ny prophecies of naticns, kingdoms and en:pires, which bave been
literally rulfilled, 1 sball confine myself to those only. wlich refer
to the Messiah. These prophecies_give us_a concise liisfory _of
the Messiah promised—his mission and the purposes of it—the

very time and manner of his coming into the world—the place of
his hirth—Ti1s miracles—his persecution and death—the miost mi-

niife circumsfances of bis death—nhis burial with the rich—his re-

surrection and ascension to0 beaven—and the consequent g[ory
of his ‘which he was to set \ip, HCh 0 con-

pat-

*What a pity that professed christians in this day, should join | tinue forever, These prophecies, you will acknowledge, are
y t{ﬁ_l“-‘lnﬁdel blasphemer in scoffing at baptism for the remission of | | e - :
/ Sins; -
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found in the Jewish Scriptures, and their exact fulfilment in the
Aew Testament.

'[Chis proves that the prophets, who foretold these events were
dnmeiy inspired; and that he, of whom they spoke, was the Mes-
sial, sent from {~od.

'Thos. }IY dearsir, prove to me that th se

. : be convinced of their exis-
tenne anterior. to the events, I must adinit, and oelieve, that Je-

Pet. That they di emst anterior to the events, can be easily
proved. Ikuow of none, who denies the account of Josephus,
the Jewish Historian, with respect to the translation of the He-
braw *'acrmt-lres into the Greek by the order of Ptolemny Phila-
detphus, and eflected hy the 70 or 2 learned Jews, chosen by the
aigh priest at Jerusalem. Uhis translationss called the Septaugint,
Tt was in Ptolemy's Library, and has been extant ever since. It
cantains all the prophecies of the Hebrew Scriprures. As \s this
transiativn existed near 3(X) years before Christ, therefore the
prophegics Tospecting i existd AT Tevglh of Tiine, at Teast,
hefore the events. !'his 1s sutlicient for eur purpose. Lceptz-
ois it would blush to deny that in the reign of Augustus Ceesar,
there was a universai expeciation, that a mighty and divine
persnn was about to visit the world,

‘'hisbigh expectation was not confined to Judea, bhut wasalsoin-
dulged h_vihe vations around. Now weask, what conld have given
rise to this expactatiuu! It is a question unanswerable, but on
the gr ound of a prophecy, or. premnvnition of such an event.

Daniel’s 7' 'wecks were now expired, when Messiah should ap-
pear. 1his - as tl.e only ground of {hat expectation, and there-

forc e prophecy attecedently existed.

It 13a trath that many faise Messial’s rose np about the same
time, and deceived and drew after then many followers It ne
true Viessiali hind, heen expected. what could have indaced {hese
deceivers tu «:ake such a pretension? VWhat could Liave induced

th= peonle tu listen to them, and adunt their p::atensmnsg&md%

" have: remeved my friend’ 5 difficulties .

- is the Christ.

By All chrzstlans are agreed, that the New Testameng reyeals
. the solemny important and interesting truth, that there is some-
. thing to be believed and obeyed, without w ich none, who have
- access {o it, can enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever thaf

 be, every person must -
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'ﬂ:erefo;eJumustbave beemaﬁ‘er the events. Bz whom, we

be answered either by the
' 1S_enemies, “for
him—
not pos-
! : wereTﬁ'_ers of the glory of
ﬂ;e_ir_zgl}%gn. If ,.mterpulated after the events, still the ques-
tions'would ocgur, on what ground did the Jews look for a.Mes-
siah? and: what could  have induced: false - “Messiahs ‘to appear?

and what could have induced so many to follow them? 1_hope I
and ob' otlons, and that

ask, were they 1ote ted? it
edemies oF amends-.pf the Messi

smne‘rsl ' '
“Thos My mmd is much ag:tated-—[ begm to fear that J esus

If so, I am undone.
Pet. If so, rather say—I may rejoice m the hope of eternal_

life. ‘
Thes. May I still 1ndulge in the idea that you are my frlend’“

and may I hope a cantinuation of your instruction hereafter? 1
wish to mature and examme the subject of our -conversation

alone. ‘Farewell. Suhy
g ag0h B B, W STONE Editor.
TO BE. com‘mvnn o
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€ 1ntroduced  1nto the kingdom, uptm

the same faith, and upon the same obedience. . .
Jesus hlmse!f deelared, Mark 16th, 15 v. that he wbo beheyes

. and is baptised shall be stwed and he who belleves not shall be
- damned or condemned. Those whe gi :

"of divine authority;

Kings, and Lord of Teel the deepest Solicitude

asecertain that, 1n reference to which, tire Savi

Suvely, my friend will acknnwledg‘e the difficulty, if not impossi-
bility, of answering (he questions satisfactorily on any other
ground, thaa that of propiiecy, that the Messmh was at that time
ahout to appear in the world.

You suppose it possible that these prophiecies were interpola-
tions in the Jewish Scriptures. If they were iuter olated, it
must have been.dope belore, or after the evenis. Kefure, i5 1t
Dot a greater miracie than any recorded, that deslgnmg‘ neén
shonld insert prophecies of such usheard of events, as the snighty
wnrks, d >sth and resnrrection of a person, and all these events
literally to take place accordicg to their prediction?

Jt capnot -
headmitied thatsachinterpolations were made before the events,

-

“ahove recited declaration.

o the oné hand there 1s happiness;
on the other misery. There is no escape—ao refige, with those,
of whom can he predicated, belief and unbehef. Most assuredly
that is unportant on which are suspened, life and death.: If,

after exciting the- greates; interest: by . thus: suspending life aT
ha

death 1ness and misery, the saviotir of his: fA osties ad
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- All must conclude, that in a matter of so great magnitude.
it must be writtenas with a sunfeam. Vbat then is that
which all must believ ', and obey,to enjuy the prommse, gr as-
surance of present salvation; for that is the salvation spoken of,
1in this connection. ‘ :

We_are convinced. that the scripture ascertains this subject
J% beyond cavil or donbt;, and to prssent the suhject in_tie proper

ofe

order, let s refer to the comimission_and explanation, given by
the Savioiirtd bis Apostles, previous to his ascension. '

- In the 2R3th chap. of the testimony of Matthew, and at the
8th verse, we have this record, ‘*And Jesus came and spuke
unto them (i. e. the eleven) saying, all power is giv-n unto me
,inheaven and in earth; go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptising them in (inore properly, info) the name of the Father,
and of theson, and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to ohserve
all things whatsoever I have commanded you, and lo, 1 am with
you always, even unto the end of the world.” Here we find
authority. communicated to teachall nations; necessarily con-
nected with it, and dependent on it, a nost 1nteresting and in-
dispensable action which was to be performed. You will readily
grant, that here is one act of obedience, required by the Saviour.
But the mind 1s still in doubt as to the thing to be believed. in
order o entitle to this act of obedience, let us appeal to the
testimony of Luke. In the 24ta ch. and 46th verse, we have
this record —**Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to
sufferand rise from the dead, the third day; and that repentance

and remission of sins should be preached 1n his name, among all
nations, heginning at Jerusalem.” '

John, in the 20th ch. and 22d v. has this record, “And when
he had said this, he breathed on them, and said unto them, (the
disciples who believed on him) receive ye the Holy Spirit; whose-
soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them, and whoseso-
ever sius ye retain, they are retained.”

So far we have seen that he claimed all power or authority in
heaven and in the earth. That repentance avnd 1emission of
sins 7 his name should he preached among all nations; and those

taught were to be discipled. baptisi ng (or—speaking-io-pure ko=

glish, immersing) them into the name of the F'ather, Son and
Holy 3pirit. '

We have thus,a gospel. orglad tidings, revealed. as lucid as
the sun in its meridian splendor—worthy the attention of al
rational heings—caleulated and adapted to impart a joy beyond
the power of langiage to express. ‘Should any person yet have
diTicnlties, we ca!l upon Joha’s testimony aeain. In the 20th
ah. 3ist verse, he thus writes, *‘But these (miracles or signs) are
written, that ye might bélieve that Jesus is the Christ, the son
of ‘vod; and that helteving ye might have life through his name.”

If those attestations be inswficient, every person will ack-

powledge, that the apostles understood what the sayiour intended

J
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Ly tnose deciarations; and that, as -honest and inspired wmen,
their practice corresponded with wiat they had heen taught.
'Then things being admitted. let us refer to the sayings and
doings uf the Apostles. Ou the day of Pentecost, the reign of
Heaven commneunced. The King having neen crowned and glo-
rified. and the reign having commenced, tliere was, of course a
Kingdom, mnto_which ada:ttance mght be had, . A vast con-
eourse of people having assembled, to witress'ihe stupendous
miracle, which had just taken place,1n the miraculous gift ¢f the
Spirtt, and many were confound d. Peterstood up with the eleven
ard haviug explained, and confirmed. fromm the Prophets, what
ghey then witnessed. he tims concledes. ~“Therefore let ail the
house of fsrael know assuredly, that ‘zod hat'inade thot same
Jesas, whom ye have crucified. both f.ord aud Chnst.” Y ken
they heard tiiis, they were pierced in their near!s. and said unto
Peter, and to tire rest of the Vpostles men aud brethren, “what
shall we do”" Al will acknowledoe that they believed Peter’s
atirmation, that Jesus, whom they had cru2ined, was Now nase
both {Tord and Christ. ' hat to do., tiiey had never yet Heen
told™ h:fflrrmt secret was 1 the is0in O A POSties—
Was COTAMITTed T0 Carinen vess15—and bald never heca revealed
to the world ;ﬁﬁg, M tnetr faw hau provided s remedy.
f.hemvuuld have songht aa answer from the Apostl s.—
But their law was assilent as the grave. in whiel Jesus had lain,
Peter has the housor of opening the door inte this ‘feavenly
Kingdom. He tells them, *repent (or rathier reform) and be
baptised every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the
remission of (your) siw. and you shall veccive the gift of the
Holy Spirit; for the promise 1s 1o you and your children,” &,
‘We design toprrsue thissusject and miake it so plain, and so
to present the testimony, that a child wiay detect the imnpositicns

of the learned Doctors of Divinity.

Here let us call to rememorance again, what Jesus said.  “He
who helieves and 1s baptised. shali be sqved; and he who be-
lieves not shall we condemmned.” ilvery one, who discredits or
reiects the elad tidings or gospel. shall be condemned; and vice
veksa,—whoe ves—ghd-obeysit, shail e saved. . i

“Peter. in the frst gospel sermon ever preached, after the
reign of Heaven comimenced, fully explained the whole matier.
Now was disclosed what the Saviour designed, when he said to
the Apostiles. whosesoever sins you retain, they are retained,
whosesoeyer sins you remit, they are remitted. By authority of
the Lord lesus, he commanded them to be immerced for the re-
mission of sins, that they might recelve the g1it of the Holy

Spint.” &c. | '

.Lfffagé_ﬁo gladly received the word and were immersed, re-
ceived the remission promised: whilst those who rejecied the
conusel of God, had their sins retained. On that illustroius day,
three thonsand were saved, or had their sins remitied; and they -

~ received the Holy Spirit, for, or inorder to holiness of life.
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T}fe practice of Peter, cerreslmndéd; precisely with the. aus
thority and Instructions given him; and in pursuance to.thie power .
with which he was endued on, that day, by the miraculous gift of

MESSENGER. | K7
of Ulsier; disgusted with what I had just read; and rendered
~gloomy by the 'dark clouds of bigotry and intolerance, which I

the Spirit. . .~ - - Serc i S P
1n this matter, there-is;.:;da" conflict in the testimony of the

Apostles—but there is a perfect agreement. * Truly the miracles

were wrought and written, that you might believe, that Jesusis

the Christ. the son of God; and that believing you might have -

life through his name.- The miracle wrought, gained the au-

dience of fhe people on the day of Pentecost. Alaine;
: C | ecost. - Peter explained
it tothem,and proved, that Jesus, whom they had crucif e|3 was
theson of God, the promised Messiah, the savior o SINDErs.—

firmed—He&Who believes and is immerced, shall be -5avVe

, &e,

‘"Those 'who refused fo submit, remaind unpardoned, and, could.

. 'mot enjoy remission’ 6r present salvation. ; :
We forbear for the present, expecting to pursuse the subject in

future numbers. "We would add, for the benefit of the - young -

christian.—When you hear the Calvinist or Armenian ‘insisting
on their peculiarities, ask them to _point out- the promise con-
nected W_l'th the belief of their Calvinism or- Armenianism. Is
the promise of life and salvation connected with it? If not, of

. 'what service are their opinions? &g. = S ‘
" “. - 3. T. JOHNSON, Editor.

. TQ BE CONTINUED.,

“ExTtrACT FROM MR. MONTGOMERY’S SERMON,’ A
e “‘Incidents. triflingin themselvesoften leave deeperimpressions
“"of religious truth and moral feeling, thar folios of divinity, A
‘single wild flower may afford more ipstruction than'a volume of

,;,_philosophy; and a beantifol landscape may have a greater ten-

~dency to raise the soul to God, and expand the affections towards
man, thanallthe contents of alibrary. These sentiments were
particularly awakened in my mind one day during the abundant
autumn of the year 1827. 1had just been reading two small
~ tracts which werg circulatedl with amazing zeal through several
" Presbyterian Congregations in Ulster. They were principaily
composed of glaring perversions of Scripture, mide invectives
and arrogant assumptions, and the most shocking misrepresen-
tations of the religious tenets of those ministers, who had been
bold and honest enough to resist the anti-christian usurpation of
the great northern Synod.” However, there was some ground
for at least one accusation which they urged against us. One
of them charged us. with not believing that our heavenly Futher
is 2 ‘God of vengeance,’ and the other with not admitting, that
he is ‘a 3od of undistinguishable wrath.” 'And this slowness of
belief was alledged to be the fundamental and prevailing error
of th:a Unig‘arian system, Still agitated by the recollection of
the dxs_tres%mg scenes which I had lately witnessed in the Synod
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perceived rapidly gathering over the Presbyterian Church, I
walked out in the -afternoon, and ascended a neighboring emi-
nence, to seek refreshment for my spirits. It was a glorious-
day. ,Thesun was brightin the unclouded heavens; an indus«

. trious and flourisbig: town lay.at my feet; pn one side the sea

was studded with sails conveying an- interchange of. blessings
from land to land; and op the other side, far as the eye could
reach, ‘the fields were white unto the harvest.”” My walk was

- cheeréd by the exhilarating. sounds. of the peasants, employed

in collecting the abundance of nature; the cattle were reclining
in peace, or browsing uwpon the green. pastures; myriads of
sportive insects were spending the short day of their happy ex-
istence around me; and, wherever the eye could turn, the special

“blessing of heaven seemed to have decended . upon earth. Gh!

how different did the character of God appear, in the bright and
happy world aroind me, from that in which he was represented
in the wretched publications to which I have refeired! - Standing
in the glorious temple of nature, my heart instinctively. arose
in aspirations of gratitude to ‘the Father of mercies;’ and ten
thousand velumes could not have convinced me, that the Author
of all the munificence and ‘enjoyment which I beheld, was ‘a
God of vengeance and unextinguishable wrath.’ 1 reflected
too, at the same moment, that it 1s not alone in the fair and
sunny world we are enabled ‘ to trace. the lineés of infinite be-
nignity. Ihadseen the father of a numerous and helpless family
lying in the last stage of a hopeless and afllictive disease: I had
spokeu to bim, as it became my.office, of a benevolent Saviour
—of the gracious and paternal character of God—of the widow’s

stay ‘and the orphan’s friend—of a future life and.‘a judgment

tempered with mercy. And when oar hearfs and our spirits

‘had ascended together before the throne of grace in humble -

confidence and fervent prayer, the .fixed gaze of despondency
was passed away, the calmness of perfect resignation sat upon
his brew, the beam of hope illumined his sunken eye, -and his
whole countenance seemed tosay;. ‘Father, thy will be done!*
On, howdeeplydid I feel at such a' moment, that'the blessed Being
who thus pours balm into the wounded spirit. and connects the
most afflictive sorrows of humanity inmediately withits highest
and holiest hopes, is not and cannot be “a God of vengeance and
unextinguishable wrath!’ Ao ol LA 8-
‘When, after viewing such scenes and cherishing such reflec-
tions, k. returded to my happy home, with far different feelings.
from those with which I had left it; and ‘when ¥ was welcomed

" by .the smile of undissembled affection; and when the prattie of

my little ones fell upon. my heart, refreshing as the dew from
heaven upon the thirsty fields,~1 did not, 1 could not believe,

-that all’ I had ‘witnessed, and all I felt, flowed from the dispensa

tions of ‘a God-of vebgeance and unextinguishable wrath!” - No
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my fellbw Christians; no. preed-makers and theu‘ yictuns may
attempt to disguise the benignant countenance of the Delty, 1,
frightful mask of their own selfish . and vindictive: passions; but’
the whole animated creation rises up .to expose the imnpiety of
the counterfeit. and - ‘every. unperverted feel;ug‘ of the human
heart revolts from the unlove]y oo;ect of sectarmn venerauon.

o

i ¥

A48 -  RELIGIOUS. ct:mosrﬁ, :
The falhngs of others shoutd remind us of our own hab]llty to

err and to be decelved; and lead us'to a critical .examination-

of our faith, canscience and chara{cter The failings of others

appear very dlsagreeable in our eyes; should we not inquire, .

whether we are not in a. similar cord:tmn and regarded with
sumilar feelings by somehod) else, and with equal propriety’—
And let us remember that we have but little time to examine

and crltlclse the rel,lgmn of uthers, while we are destxtute of it;-

~orare not truly and decidedly picus ourse]ves.

“T'his I consider one of the great evils which sprmg from the
multiplicity of. sects and socletxes in every town. ‘I'he thoughts
of many will he most employed, when they should be the least,

on things and persous out. of themselves.. We are turning about,

when we should ‘be looking -at home; :looking behing upon the
multitude, when we should be looking forward. our eyes fastened

on\ Jesus, our hearts engaged.in our duties to him. "We are fo)--

lowmg with inquisitive gaze' some frail mortal, when we should

follow Christ: eritically observing how badly others perform their

duties, and omitting . cur own altogether We think " of every

body’s religion but our own. ‘We talk of. their being anxious,

and we are careless; of their beirg serious. and we are light and

trifling; of their being thoughtful "and we are giddy and dull; of.

their repentance, and our sios are forgotien of ‘their multiplying
their means of grace, and , we misimprove- those . divinely ap-
pomted, of then' bestowmgmcreased attention to religion, and
we stand still or make slow. progress; of: their- professing them-
selves dlsclples of Jesm;. and. we are ful' of excu%es, are back-
“ward, -and delay Do we. not, sometm;es, almost forget that

these are things.in req*a'rd to wh‘:ch we should not be spectators:

and lookers on, without any reflection or self- considefation?
Whatever others do, let us try:to do our duty, and fo do our

best. If they abuse their gifts and “light. so- will not we, If
they neglect or pervert rellgron théy shall- not tempt us to

do likewise.. If they cling to'what we deem error, we will show

our - attachment to the truth, and will not hold it in unrighteons-"

pess. Jf others make a’ mock of sin, we will not follow the” ex-

ample. If they are impenitent, we: will not remain loaded with, .

gnilt;. but seek;, throngh the grace of God in Christ. Jesus, par-
don and a. reformed life. 1f they are going on sinful. sinbning
and indifferent, we will no longer hear them company down-
‘wakd; but strive by the. weight of our good . influence to'turn
‘thelr thoughts towards heaven. Whatever course they may
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La..l\e, we will make it our care to follow him, anc him alone, whe
is the way and the truth and the life.

W .iile some nave their extravagances and excesses; and others.
their defects; while some err on this side, and some on that; may
it be our prayerful and constant endeavor to keepin the path of
jife, and wisdom, and peace. We will try to have all their
gondaess with none of their evils. all their excellences without
their faults; all their truth unmixed with error; all their piety
and virtue. separaied from delusion and sin. e will study
to shun what seems to be wreng in any one, and to copy what
1s rizht; so that they inay he(,mtmually as eitbher beacons or
guides; and that both their vices and their virtues shall helpus
on to heaven and glury. We will endeavor toshow a hecoming
earnesiness in, and attention to, all that can properly be called
relizion, piety aud virtne. Lo these things we will show our-
selves interested aud active friends of xod and to Christ: and
much and steadily devoted to our ownspiritual improv emcnt and
salvation.—Christian Register. gl ot

West Frorrpa, Warton County. fan. 21, 1832,
~ Biother Stone—Is man a natural sinner! The reason why }
prupose this question, s, because it 1s considerably agnatpd i
this part of the world. There are two preachers fabou ring hiere.
One says the nature of man is not sinful, but igEeractice is; and
that'sin is a volnntary act of the creature. 'Fhe other stands
opposed and contends that we are sinners hy nature. [ will
give you his argumneants verbatun, as writien, and delivered by
himself:

1 ' helieve. says he we are sinners by nature, because “the
natural man recoweth not the things of the Spirit, for they are
foolishness to hiin,” &c. 1 Cr. 2 14.

2.1 believe we are sinners by nature, because it is said, Isas
1 4,“we are the segd of evil doers.”

3. 1 believe, &c. hecause it is said, 1 John,3 10, By this
are nanifest the children of God and the children of the devil.

4. 1 helieve. &c. because it is said, “ilvery man shall kuow
the plazue of his own heart,” 1 Kings 8 3.

H. 1 helieve, &c. bhecause of 2 Cor. 6 14 ]a—-uhap 2305,
Rom. 9 H—— {om. 1 23-=21; Gen. 6 5—ps. 10 4—11; Ivlatt 10
IR 19—ps. 5 9—John 5 IQ-—\Iatt 293 2. :

Your attentm.u to this our request, togive us your views on
this sunject, will confera considerable favor on some of your

subscribersin this part of the world, and, perhaps, ia other part:.
also. BM% | ABA®.

REPLY.

We feel under ohligations to atterapt the relief of every honesi
mind, lahoring nader anv didicalty, Pspnc!any tnat of religion.
The subject of human depravity (so called in common phrase}
is 2 subject on which the <hristian world has widely differed—-
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%Utel;z?g b;t:a égfz cause of much altercation, and is yet far from
. Withdifidence we approach the subject. We will inquire
in the ﬁrsg place_: whatis sin? The Westminister divines answer
the question, *“Sin is any want of cenformity unto, or transgres-
sion of tEae law of 3ed.” Now as the sum of the l':aw is sup;’eme
love to (wd’. and love to man with correspondent actions—it
will follow that infaats and idiots are gnilty of sin, because the
are born with this want. This doctrire was donbt’less desi t:neﬁ’ir
to prove guilt on such beings; but it will equally prove gthat
beasts, trees and rocks are guilty of sin, for they areall desti-
tate of this couformity to the law. Waiving the opinions of
G(:grjmg men, let ushear the dictate of inspiration.. John 83YS
. lo.is the transgression of the jaw”—James says, “To hira
’I:gzsl;niwi?l:;) d!oa_gclqd,and doeth it pet, to him it is sin"j-—-
g p -piainly speak. that none can be guilty of sin
out voluntary ageuls and such as know what is right and wrdng:
2 A s.1n_tul nature,1s, a natare in which sin dwelleth, or a nature
full of sin or polluted with sin. S, all acknowledge to be a
moral gnalitv; and how a:moral quality can exist in any thing
but a moral agent 1s an insolvable myétery to us, and we think
to the world: becausr it isno where revealed in’ the scripture
Man consists of a soul and a body. Holiness is to love God with
all the heart wsd our ueighhor as ourselves, with a corres.
gnndent walle  To love God implies a previous knowledge of
'&.‘:Od;. for we cannot love or hate an object unknown. To know
GGod implies the pre-existence of a beirg capable of knowin
ond. Hence it follows that man existed before he knew God—
ae knew him before he loved him—and he loved him before he
was holy. Holiness, therefore, is no essential part of human
nature for human pature existed before 1t was possessed by
man.— Neitheris sin, the oppoesite of holiness, part of human
nature; for human nature existed hefore i, Holiness and sin
are the products at exercises of um ature—in other words
theiy; are moral gnalities of human nature, Hwim'wa:
made, neither sinful nor ho ¥, but good, like all the works of
Gnd. If sin or holiness were eéssential, or con-created parts of
human nature, then would human nature be incomplete without
them. Butit ha_s,'emsted, does. & forever willexist without either.
We koow 1t originally existed in our first parents withcut sinp—
it existed in the S_avior without sin, and will eternally exist ir.
all the redeemed without sin. Human nature originally existed
in Adam withont holiness; for, as hefore shown, he must haye
ex:s:;leq before he knew and loved his God—human nature exists
entireinali Adam’s unredeemed children without holiness; and
it will eternally exist withont holiness in the finally lost and im-
penttent. Bat 1 need not attempt to prove that sin and holines:

are mora} qnalities_! think this point is universally conceded
10 the present day of investigation. If holiness had been a con-

ire g
\A\ °reated part of human pature, then would mavkind hays beew

;Toly fram necessity; the Dot sin uples:
. "physically changed. Had sinbeenacon-created part of hurian

'~ lific soil of ereor. ..

& XY mmssENeRR. - AT e

“

ey could not sin unless their nature were

“fankind- could not ‘be holy unless} their nature

4 were physically changed.. ‘Fhey tnust sin from necessity.  :1t.is
» fromigoorance, or inattention to'this plain. truth, that we hear
- -go much of the-physical operations of the spirit, by which human
- nature is chaged, physically chdoged~<New powers infused, as , =~

& moral taste—vivid perception’, &c.—and: also. powers andfa il
~“ties removed: All this. mystic system has grown out of this pro--

5

" . Admitting then, that sin “and holiness are moral quali iésof |
human mature, formed by the exercise ofhuman nature; and
-admitting that they are net physical parts of human nature, we

will proceed a little farther, Accordingto the purpose of God,
- he ordained that, k#nd should: beget its kind and nothing more.

bega

t a son in_his own likeness;

According to this decree, Adam

orat hut :

sin_and boliness are not parts of human nature, Adam’s son
was born ander the reign of death, as are all others, by reason
~of his transgression. “By man came death; by man came zlse
the resurrection of the'dead. - Forasin (er by) Adam all die,

even soin (or by) Christ shall all be made alive (raised from, the -

- dead) 1 Cor. 15 21 22.—*Therefore, as' by the offence of ene,

- judgment came npon all inen to condemnation(to natural death,’
for dust thou art and unto dust shall thou return,) even so by the
- .rightousness of one, the free gift came upon all men unto justi- -
ficatioa of life” (to" the resurrection from the dead;) for all great
and small shall be raised to natural life. . For as by one ‘man’s
-disohedience many" (hoi polloi the many) were made (constituted)
sinners;. so-by the. obedience of one many (ot polloi, the many)
shall be made (constituted) righteous.” Now it is not the fact ;
that ths many,er.all kKind _are really made morally righteous
' herefore we_cannot con-
e really made.morally sin-
by the diso" 1ce of ‘ ey were coustituted sin-
ers, or treated as such, because- they were condemned to
die.  -Soshall (it is in the future tense) all men. be constituted
_righteous, or treéated. as righteauns, because they are justified to
“life, or raised from the dead, and thus delivered from the cen-
--dles‘u%lt;’)atioﬁ'bro’ughyon them by the first transgression. Rom. &
- "Assoon as Adam’s fallen children are horn, weé discover thcm
_ under the power of death. . Their first cry is extorted by the
, stroke of death. Something is administéred to the wailing in-
_fant to quiet the pzin or uneasiness occasioned by death. But
."death is one of ‘the three thingsthat capnot be satisfied; it al-
_ways cries, ‘‘give, give.” . The child grows up to the years of
- reflection, when it is capable of knowing good and‘evil, say to
* ibree, four or five yearsof age, Till this period, it had been

-




entirely sensual; the mind was governed entirefyby’ fleshly in:
~clinations, and indulgencies—its'sole propensity.-was to fleshly
objects,. .{Fobd and evil are now presented. aid he js taught what
18 righty’and what is.wrong. ’To indulge:ih.,th%ﬁ;ﬁigap Liabject
presented, he is taught, is sinful —that “the apﬁkife;gaurge is
ight, ‘How strongly inelinad is_he to. ¢hoosé ghe w’vf'mp ¥ the

_whole: currentof his fleshly nature bears himto§t;. “When. be

" comumits the evil, he now commits sin, for *to him (ovld or young)

that kno_we_th"tg‘du .qud, and doeth il',liot:-iic; ‘bim it'is.éin;?’.’ Jasg,
4 17. He'now becomes guilty, and feels the pain- of heart: pro-

_geeding fron condemanation. Thus he grows up, following the

flesh, yielding to its lawless propensities, . and hardening himsetf
against the remoanstrances of truth, and hy these means beéomes

. exceeding'sinful. S héc‘o;r)e&;s’q'bdnﬁrm‘ed}ft‘h#ﬁ,.@atﬂf- q:hl!_a,? it

~a faw, and ‘this law “having its.very ‘seat in the ‘members ‘of
the body, or in the flesh; and standing in opposition to’ the law

:1jotf-’tbg‘f:ﬁ;ind‘.'?“ Rdm".? 7 23, “But'l see another law in my mems«
. bers, warring - against the law of* my mind, and bringing me into

~captivity to-the law of sin which is in my ‘members.,” T'he law
“of his mind ~approved oi* things inore excellent; but the law of
“the flesh counteracted and prevailed. ‘Still he was borne down
to the gulf of ruin. - He cries out indistress, O wretched. man

.- that L'am! " Who shall deliver.me from-the body ‘of this - death?”
. this wmortal'body, underthe pawer.of death-—this hody-in which

sin has fixd his'seat, and dwells. the -unconfrolable monarch -of
gonl and :bodyt : All are silent; ‘no deliverer ‘on; earth. answers:,

+ his inquiry; ‘whed sinking io despair, the gospel reveals a 3avior,

mighty to redeem —he,belisves and o'eys, and instanfly cries
- out, “J thank ‘vod, throagh Jesus Christ, (by- him thére .is de-
--liverance.). - So then, do [ with the mind ‘serve the law of (God,
“-but with the flesh, thelaw of sin?” "'No, no..'V am free from
. sin} “For the law of the spirit of life in Chrst\Tesus, (the goépéll%-
* bath made me free . from the law of sin and death,” thegrefore,

“walk no longer after the fléh. '*The old man is.¢rucified, and

- dying gradually:”?- T now keep my hody under, apd if faithful

" shall'ultimately be delivered from the last remnant of mortality,

~and be immortal like'my Lord.

H \ ~

% Thave been thus particular to show that mankind arg_n,hnf_ naty-
““ral ginners, but become such by voluatary, acts; or t ransgression -

" the Mossenger..
ud g N &k

‘of the holy law of God. I shall défér. the consideration ‘of the
scriptures. adduced against'this doctrine for the next number of
L N F i L B WL STONB, Editer,
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1 ‘aﬂ;e}_'Y_o.P}'OPOSéaéb‘Y‘ bfo‘fh}e‘r -Bégj ar"nin" ‘Gaséell of Lexil.lgftén.,-.

“.. Ts the new. translation of 'Tit. 16 correc
= 'ghildren, instead ef fasthful children? -

8

faithful, between 50 and 60 timesased, It is translated belicws -

L4

. 4 *

i' Ansr. T find in the Greek Testament \t‘h'e; same éprdgfhmdof .s-:

s

!

T'he law

t,in putting belicving

r

 dkg but twice; as L Tim. 62, and Jno.
ces it is translated faithful, it 18
. ful ‘who hath calied yoa,” 1 Cor. } 910, 13,
. Thes. 3 3.” Hel 1311 Pef
2. Itis-applied to Jesys Christ, | 2 Tim. 1,13.
< 14__191-;1? " T LX T ' : _

2&, 7. In 'é_ll,the other pla-
s ‘applied to God; as*Giod is faith-
' 1 Thes. 5, 4—2.

" 'Het: 10 1311 11.°:1 Pet,4 19.« 1 John 9.-"
Helr. 10 13— o, 153,

e

3. T¥eapplied t:c;i.:\:lﬁmi'hi'sie_t_é of tln'e tgdsﬁe],‘ and to the saints.

contnonly Mate, 21 45— 23—Luk. 12 42219 17—16 10,11

“IR—Acts. 16 15. 1Cor. 4,2 17—17 25,
s 1 6. Heb. 2 17,

. Gal. 3 9. .E‘}p!)‘.'l 1,
6 2L Col. 12, 7—49.% 1 Tim. 122—311-52. 27Tim.2 2
1Pet. 5 12. Rev. 2 10, 1317 14.

"4 'ne saying,ot word ‘of ‘God is-called faithful, 1 Tur. 1 15.

 Tit. 38. 2 im, 2104 Tit, 16. Rev,'21 5—226.

!
'

*“I'he new trauslation’ of Tit.

It is evident. that pislos when applied to Giad, or to Jesus Christ,
or to the word gf God,, eannot he translated- beiieving ‘according:
to common segsé. And ‘it will be adiitted, that when the same
word (pstos is applied’ to men’ in everv case ab‘ov_ﬁ c.lteg,__'lhe_
trauslation faunful is better, dnd should be used.. Even one of
the two cases) where, in the ,old translation, the word pistus 18
translated believir g, 1t -would have been aswell-to Lave retained
‘the common rendering of the word, faitaful, as 1 1im. 6, 2.¢And

‘they that have believing {(pistos) masters. let them not . despise

them; because they are hrettlirép; but rather do them service,
because they. are faithful ( pistoi).” Indeed we are ‘t‘:onstramed_
to think, that the word should’ be rendered fuithful in each oc« -
currence of it in the text. it ey .
' | 1 6, believirg children, has but
one text. in the New Testament to support 1t, which is Jon: 20
7. : The following clause of the text in Tit. 16, seems plainly-
to show that pistbs- applied to the children, means such as are;
‘accused of mot or unruly.”  If none were to he bishops, but.-
such os have believing children, how few can b.e found to fill that:
office’. How ‘many useful bishops. would be deposed! Paulk -
explains what he means by the . faithful childrei of a bistop, L
Tim. 3 4, “Une that ruleth well his own Louse, hayving kis chil--
dred in subjection” with. all gravity, (For.if a- man know uot

~ . how, to rule his'own house how shiall he take care of the church

‘of (God?) 012~ Let the deacons be_the hushands of one wife,

" ruling. their children and their own Kouses well.” +

.. (Query 2nd. by the same persom.  *“What would bave become -
" of your Irish, neighbor, if 'a messenger had taken bim hack ‘to
England, before he took the oath of allegiance? And if the un-
baptised believer should he taken off by.death, would he not be
"in, the samé conditioh aé respects-another world? * = e
' ‘Ansr. With respect’ te my Irish neightior, ] know not .what .

- would have become of him, only while in England. he would not
be in America. But with respect to uniminerced helievers, I
- hdvé fréquently stated my opinion. that, if they wereignorant of
" théiduty of baptism, and were honestly endeavoring to plcase

. Godj they . will ultimately arrive: into the kingdom of God and
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be eternally blessed. But should they believe it to be theirdu: ¢

and yet live and die in disobedience, I cannot indulge the pleas-

ing hope ‘that they will everarriva there. - =
e - T e WOBTONE, Editer,

QUERIES BY (LD, SAMUEL ALLEY, OF INDIANA.

1. Did Adam die the same day he sinned?

2. Drld he dica temporal or spiritual deathon that day!?

.8. Was Adam at that time the head and representative of al!
the world?

4. Did ali, that God promised should come on Adam, come
ap all his seed? | : |

5. Are dying infants saved through i 1 4
, g : gh innate rightousness, or
through the all redeeming blood of Christ? 5 :

ANSWER. ,

Que. 1. Did Adam die the same day he sinned?

Ansr He certainly did in the sense the Lord meant he should;
or efse his word failled. The common trapsiation is, “lIn t]:t;
day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”” The marginal
reading is by all the learned acknowledged better, “Iu the day
theu eatest thereof dying thon shalt die.” Tis reading com-
pletely disinvolves the subject of every difficulty. For on that
very day he began to die, and continued to die till the last thread
of life was cut, some hundreds of years afterwards. Hence the
Lord said when 'he pronounced the curse, promised to disobe-
dlence, (and this we must consider the meaning of that curse)
“In the sweat of the face shalt thou eat bread till thou return
unto the ground: for out of it wast thou taken; for dust thou art
2nd unto dust shelt thou return,” Gen. 3 19.

Que. 2. Did he die atemporal or spiritual death on that day?
_Ansr. His soul and hedy were not separated on that day, por

till some hundred years after did this event took place; yet be
died on that very day a tempural death, having become mortzal
and having begun to suffer labor and pain. He was dying dailyf
So said Paul in his sufferings, ¢} die daily”—yet bis soul and
bedy were ‘not then separated by temporal, or natural death.”
bplnt_ual death is the alienation of the soul or spirit from God,
occasioned hy sin and gwlt: and which prevents communion
between the soul and 1ts God. This death did Adam experierce
the very day he sinned; and this death do all his children ex-
perience who sin against GGod. This was not the curse promised,
but the consequence of it. For if 1t were the curse promised,
then universal restoration must follow, for. Paul tothe Rmans
2th chap. proves that the justification by Christ is co-extensive
with the coudemnation by Adam. But it is evident from this
whole chapter, and 1 Cor. 15, that Paul referred to the reserec-
tion of the hody only—to a just*fication from that condemnation

to nafnral death, brought upon the world by the one tra :
sion of Adan:. i e - y i ol
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{lue. 3. Was Adam at that time the head and representative

of all the world?
Anst. This query I cannot answer, because I find nothiug

aaid about Adam at any time being the representative of any

body. That he was the natural head of the world, is incontro-

vertable, as any man, who has a family of children, is the head =

of that family. This man before he became = faither, by evil
practices, may have contracted a disease, which he might com-
nunicate to his children and subject them to pain and death;

This did our first parent,  He bysin, became mortal;and brought

mortality snd death upon all his children; for “wno can bring a
clean thing out of an unclean? .not ene;” Job 144, This text
refers to the very point of which we speak. A system of di-
vinity has been conjured up by the wisdom, rather by the folly
of man, and based upon the figment of the first and second
Adams, beiug representatives of mankind—and that what was
done and suffered by each of them, is considered as done and
suffered by those whom they represented. Hence the docirines
of imputed sin and of imputed rightousness—of universaiism and
particular and sovereign election—of universal and partial re-
demplion, &c. Through the whole modern system, these doc-
trines are interwoven; and deformed would the system appear
without them. Neither is Adam nor Christ any where io the
scripture called a_ representative: reE(resentative is one
chosen by those, whom he represenis. but did Adam’s pos erity
ohoose him to represent them? No: they were not in being.,
Did the elect choose Christ to represent them? Noj they were
not in existence. If they were representatives, by whom were
they chosen? There can be but one answer; (zod himself chose
them., They were then properly representatives of God. We

acknowledge that Christ was properls ! sod’s representalive—
e spoken and acfed

he spoke and acted in_his mname. a ‘
wrong, that conld not be inputed to us for condemnation, hut
to him only whose representative he was, This may be called
speculation; hut it grows out or « sp. culative system; and 1s
designed to leade1ts advocates to examination.

Que. 4. Did all that God promised should come on Adam,
come on all his seed?

Ansr. Yes: all the evil promised did come upon them; as is
evident from the preceding remarks.

Que. 5. Aredying (dead)infants saved through innate righte
ousness, or through the all redeeming blood of Christ®

Ans. lofant salvation, and innate rizhtousness. are not found
in the soriptures. 1 koow nothing about them. 1hat infants
T he redeemed from death, or raised from the dead, is admit-
ted to be a scriptural truth—and that they shall be forever
‘blessed. is the charitable opinion of all, who do not believe in
the doctrine of elect infants; and that they shall he redeemed
from death by the blood of Jesus, none can doubt; for if Jesus
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‘had not died, he could not have been raised from the dead—and

if he lie not risen, none will ever rise from the dead—they wnust

small and great, be forever under the power of death. '
' W. B. STONLE, Editor.

¥

QuErIEs rrerosep BY DR J. P. AnprEws pr CINCINNATL,

-Those propused by lim respecling iufants we consider out of

out province. We wish to confine ourselves, and our remarks
to what the scripture says. But to what follows we feel hound
to give au answer.

Query Ist. Has the sinner a right to pray hefore in'mersion?

Ansr. The query is sufficieptly curious; vet it is evident that
Baunl of Tarsus and Cornelivs prayed telore -mersion; and
their prayers were hi rd. They were not blamed for thus acting.
"Ifis written, ““W hoever shall call upon the pame of the I urd
shall be saved.” The Publican prayed hefore immersion, and
was heard, Luk, 18, 10. 1lydda prayed before she was im-
mersed, Aets 16, The Syrophenician woman, and many others,
are recorded as praying hefore in:mersion, and heard and ac-
cepted. It is hoped our brother has no doutt oo this suiject.
For the sake of others he wished our answer. This may bLe con-
sidered also an answer to his two following queries: “If he hasa
might to pray. for what may he pray? and by what autherity!  He
may certaiuly pray forsalvation, for daily bread. &c. and this
by divine authority, - '

Que. 4. Is not the practice of inviling mourners to come
forward in our congregations. and to join with us in prayer, not
only unanthorized by the word of God, but also contrary to its
fetter and spirit? ») ;

Avs. ftisirne, we have not a seriptual warrant for such a

: sy dbires we do in

ard tlessed

, r that the practice
allnded to. is contrary to the letter and spirit of the gospel; for
if 1t were we cannol conceive how God should have Flessed so
many in the practice of it. Maupy_ilings are pot directly au-
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of reformation and baptism, and that those dutiesshould be im-
mediately atteaded to ny them :

I an afraid thit su.ne of us, in requiring an- Apostolic _pre-
cept for every thia )ave heca-ne like the poor negro’s tree, so
straight tual it sreads uver the other side.  L'here is more danger
thaa s generally appreheaded. I have noticed sach characters.
In then [ discover g2nerally an uneuviahle te:nper—a leanness
and oarrenness of sonl—no teader compassion for brethren in
error—ao y=araings of soul for the unconverted—no fen.entd
prayer for theirsalvation—aad indeed.some dount the proprietly
of praying for the:m at all till they are 1_mm_e:'_sed. Such cold
hearted professors may dream of reformation, and may boast of
their progress in 1it—yet such must themselves reform. or else
sink, and also sink, or greatly injure the good cause they es-
poused. What is reformationin tiie letter of truth without the
spirit of it —the spiritof love, power, and of a sound mind? | ]
will state a case which lately transpired amnong us in and round
Georgetown. which has brought to our minds forcibly an aryu-
ment against such reformation. A few of us, feeling for the
state of (od’s people scattered in the dark and cloudy day, and
effected with the situation of multitudes in ruin, determined te
exert ourselves in their hehalf = We agreed to help two hrothers,
J. Smith and J. Rogers, toride and preach steadily. We pro-
posed the plan (o a numnber of teachers and brethren met 1
Georgetown and Lexington. It was warmly approved—and it
was farther agreed that we should co-operate in the work. But
to our shame, many have refised, reqairing a gospel precept for
the practice, or throwing something 1n our way to prevent the
‘execution of the ptan. TIs this reformation? Is it pot the re-
versel— Ve urge not these hrethren to co-operate with us. .\Ve
are not disconrag:d. Ve are fully ahle, and as fully determined
to assist those evang»lists-to support their dependent farnilies,
should "all others forsake us,

B. W. STONE, Editor.

Be so good as to insert the following in the next Christian Messe.ger.
MounrsTeruivg, Ky. Feb. 28, 1832.
TO THIG EDITORS.

thyrized by the scripture, which we yetl corsider not _cortrary
Ao the spiritof it. It was the practice of Apcstchic unes. to
salute with a kiss: but pew that is owitted, ard the shakirg
of hands has succeeded.  For. this we have ro scriptnral waur-
rant. yet who will conterd that the practice is contrary 1o the
spirit of the gospel! When T sece goud effects of trnth en the
assemhly addressed. I address them in the language of Peter,
“Repentand he baptised every one of you,” &c.—hut secing
no wpropriety, why they should not pray hefore they shall Le
baptised. as did Saul of Tarcus, I thevefore see notl ing ivr.proper
to unite my pray.r with theirs. Jam commanded to pray for
all men, the mourrers not excepted. And where can be the evil
in invitirg sich to come and unite witk me in prayer! Bug
eurely every well instructed teacher will instantly urge the duty

Beloved Brethren—1It becomes my duty to lay before our bre-
thren, and the public, the principle from which 1 acted when my-
self, with many reforners (so called), and many of those called
Christians, met together. broke the loaf, and united in all the acts
of social worship. It will he recollected that all onr remar!{s,'
relative to the Christian brethren, are confined to those, with
whomn we have associated ahont Lexington, Georgetown, Pars,
Millersbargh, and Uarlisle. When the Christians, and the Re-
formning drethren united. as ahove named. we calculaled at the
ti'ne, that the captions, the cold-hearted sectarian professor, and
the friends of religious systems, forined by human device, would
misrepreseat, and slander us. But we do not mind all this. It
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is no more than we expect from such characters; and we hope
we shall always be able to bear reviling like Christians, and not
revile again.  We do not publish this address with the hope of
satisfyiug, or silencing cur opposers; but hearing that somme of
our warm bearted, pious, reforming orethren, having heard ma-
ny reports, und not being correctly informed on this sp- ject, have
bec.ne uneasy, feariag that the good cause of reformation may
be injurad by the course, which we havs takeon, in relation to the
Ciristian brethiren, we therefore feel it a duty, which we owe to

ihem, and the puanlic, candidly and plainly, the principle from
:ﬂucu Wwe have acted, relative to this matter:—which is as fol-
~O0WS:

When we fell in company with the Christian teachers, we con-
versed freely and friendly together. With some one or other of
them we have conversed on all the supposed points of difference
between them and the reformers, and all the erroneous sentiments
which [ had heard laid to their charge; such as the following:—

That they deny the atonement. On this point I found the truth
to he (1a substance) ahout this; That they do not deny the atone-
_ deny the explanation, which some eive of it.
At the same time, they declare that pardon and salvation ere,
are ootained through faith in the sacrifice, and blood of Jesus
Christ, (hey eXpect,and pray for all spiritual tlessings through
the same medium, and hope to overcomne at the last, and obtain
eternal salvation, by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of
his testimony. Phis suhstaatially, if not verbatiin, one of the
principal teacherssaid to me. And this, | believe, they are all
willing to say,so far as I have been conversaut with them. When
I tave cunversed with them about the various speculations, upon
the character of Carist, or the madus existendi of the Divine Be-
ing; they have said, that by the misrepresentations and violent
opposition of their enetnies; they had been sometimes driven in-

to sp=culation on thatsubject. They also say, that they .are not

only willing, but desirous, that all specui: ject

at_all specuiations on that suhj
may cease forever: and that all should speak of the Saviour of
aianers o the language of the inspired writers. and render unto
hi'n such honor as did the primitive Christjans. Sosay I. And
let Umtama:usm, rinitarizanism; and all other Hurnan-1sms, re-
turn from whence they came, and no more divide the affections,
prevent, nor destroy the Union of Christians forever. Amen and
Amen. | . - :
I have also conversed freely with the Christian teachers upon
the saoject of receiving the unimmersed into the Church, and of
scommaning with them at the Lord’s tabte: =
They have said, that they have had, and stillhave (in some de-
gree) their didicalties on this suvject. In their first ouset they
were all Paido-Baptists, Having determined to- take the word
. of {xod alone for their guide. Some of them soon became con-
“vinced thatimmersion was the only Gospel Baptism; and submit-

oar brethren, and to the cause which we profess, to lay before .
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it 2ceordi ; hing others to do like-
t aeeordingly. They went on teaching o ‘ ‘
::g:.) ; Tae resul'gt. {as been, that all (with very few exceptions)
be‘longing to their congregations in this section of cuuntry, bave

' 1 i T ; veral rs past
submitted to immersion. ‘I'hey have not for several yea past,

received any as members of their hudy w.thout 1nmersion. A}nd ,
with regard to the propriety of communing at the Lord’s tatle
with the untaunersed, they are determined {o say no more avut
it; there being no Apoustolie precept, nor example to enloree it.
But whatever degree of forbearance they may think proper tt:
exercise toward the unimmersed, as best su_:!ed to the Pres-.erl;
state of things, they are deter_mu:ed by a proper course 9f te?lc .
ing and pracusing the Apostolic Gospel, to bring all as fast as they
wan, to unite around the Ccruss of Uhnst, suhmlttmg}to the one
Lord, one i"aith, one Imwmersion, and thas form one body upon
the one foundation, according to the Apostolic order of thmgs.
Here I must say, that when the Christian brethren have spread
the Lord’s table in my presence, they did notinvite*the S et
sed to participate. When the Apostle said, *‘leta man examine
himself and so let him eat,” he did not say this tu the u‘um.merg
sed, or those who were not in the kingduin; but ro the Church Od
(rod at Corinth, the membcrsgofswhnch, had heard, beheved,\an
] immersed. Acts I18; 8, . t
ha‘]jnh 3?12 word, | believe that the Christian teachers, with whom
1 bave had iutercourse. teach as plainly, and as purely, what the
primitive teachers taught, and require as precisely what t.l@y re-
guired, in order to the admission of wemers wto the congrega-
tion of Christ, as any people with whom I am acqua_mted. |
I have nut written this for the sake of the Christian brethren,
but for the sake of some of ‘our reforming rethren, who seein E'
be alarmed, fearing that myself, and some ather reforming teacdv
ers, have injured the good caase, 1 which we have been eogaged,
by éauctioniuﬁg all the speculations, and errors which fiave been
laid to the charge of the people ¢alled Christians, whetherrqu'ﬂy
or unjustly, Tuat our reforming hr:g@hren may he gna..-.a:d to
judge, and determine upvn the propriéty, or impropriety of our
conduct, when we. and the Uhristian brethren. united in all the
acts of social worship, we have !hough; it proper t.o I.ay before
them. what we understand to be the views and practice of ﬂjs
Christian teachers, in the several important particulars, pair-
above. If, in dutug this, we have in any particular bYeen misia-
ken, or misrepresented them, we can assure them that we have

- notdone itdesignedly; they will, therefore, have the goodiess te

correct the error, and pardon me. el - .
{In the other hand. If the above named views of the (*hris-

. tiaa brethren be correct, I would then ask any '\rotheqr, 'f“'a‘ law
- of Curist is violated when we break the loaf together! i wiisn

' i i ) bo have hienimmer-
we meet with thoseon the k!ngs h:g_h,way, w el
sed apou a profession of th_eu' faith 1n thq Liord lesus Ghrist, ané
e . ;

*Nor debar them.~Editors.,
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ar¢ walking in‘his ‘comimandments, ‘by. what 7ule, found in the R E$ A R ot e
New Tesfament, could we' reject: them; of réjuse t6 Freak wish to amalgamate the dnmersed; apd the unimmersed in the .
.:bread with them! -1t may be asked, if the pecple, called Chris- congregatign of Uji#st, . We do not find such amalgamation in .
tiars. i.v'l'le' [-ﬁy,e cedséd to8peculate ,llﬁon'-thﬁfcha'ragtéi‘ of Clirist, the ancient cdngi"ég"i‘)ﬁoﬁ_’ of Christ, Therefore, whilst ponten@a ;
“bave given up‘their Unifaniar, cpiriofis? * Ard piay it not as well _ing for.the andient urder’of things, we cannot contend for this.
be asked, have they, ko tpEculare npoii the character of ‘Clrigt We are pleased with the name Christian; and do.desire'to see 1t -

% < ks N

~ belore thiey kecame refupaiers. given up tieir Trinifarian opin- divested of every sectariaq idea, and- every thing else, but that
- Jonsl.. To both these questions | wula snswer; 1d notknow,) ‘which distinguished the primitive Christians frow all other peo
~meither do ) care. . Ve sl.ould:always alow to e 'I}'&i;éjjf‘_ﬁhht‘.ﬁ,tgél;' pls i the faithiy %ﬂ practice,asthe hnmhle followers of: the meeks
- 'we claim ta.ourselves,” The right e Judgments and lowly Redeémer, and we dabetieve that the Ubristian bre-
AT either: Christiang, or reformers, have erruncaus upinjonsy ° " thren about {Feorgetewn, sz¢., would be as much gratined to see-
they. hever ¢an injure any'person, provided we all have:pruderce this, as we would beourselves. < .= . ' . CL0 a0
. evough to keep them fo oursglves, = Neither will theyitjure us, " I'he friends of the. refurmation may. easjly injure their owm

R s S R R VT

: 'if..'-.vy'e' cm,:._t-iﬁ__nP tﬂbellcveﬂ‘xeﬁ‘ospe] facts.:and ctey the lxw of _cause hy glving fo.it A sectaran qui‘d-rét’ct%lﬁ; agalnst which we .
: - the king, -If all;who prefess to be téachers cf the (1ristian‘ie-" shonld always ve specially giarded. *~ And:jn order toavoid this,
Pel a(_:tg. andturgg‘ﬂ‘f ,Peop,le-fu.'-i}_f—}-éy:’tl{gh ; the werld w l—-l"]_d ' ca'n"not.’_'wér'wi”- not (kﬂOWiﬂgly) saﬁctionanj:gradlfqu, gpecula-
. 8oon hedelivered from the wretcled; distbactirg..and destruce tion, or amalgamation, unknown to the primitive Uhristian con=
' tiveiinflnente of mystical preaching.” - v T Lo T oregations. On the.other hand.'we are determined by the favor
o Again it is gsked; when you bresk bread wiih tliose talled of 3od, to the utmost- of eur ability, to teach what the primitive
zetowny & c., do_you kot satctien all the disciples taught, an ‘
“thase, wlo'aré called bty tle same of T T : ‘
€d States? Ans No. T1eClyisiian - We will urge the practice of all the Apustolic commands, and ex-
—— by.written. Lip s Jaws, like amples given to.the primitive Uhristians; and thus labor for t‘he-:
heve (] at - unity" of the disciples of Christ upon this- oné foundation. And .

-1 had s _ culiarily. which.m Can ong . wherever we find others (whatever they may have been called
them; because T ¢ pothir: 6 OT Te3:0n 10 ,-\b"y‘ th'éir;-érq'eiﬁi’é?,) labouring for the same oi.x]ec.t, a1ming ?!t the
Mmake me believe sg. . W such an‘idea had Feen taught ip the Mew same thing, we are bound, joyfully to receive them, treat them -
Teéstament. surely. the refors 1ers neverwould have acted as H'ey' as christians. and co-operate with them. And such we believe

‘have done, and are still doing. Korexam many of v8 __are the christian hrethren about Lexington, Georgetown, Paris,,.
P bécaule reformeps,we CQP_tiWIiled:.:{Q 3 reak b ;ead V\rlﬂl ]l;an‘y.bf- : : M][[erghurg and ‘Car_[\islﬁe". \ A L g g s o A
: 13;0.981'W ho. continiied to'blead for ull their uld sebtari:h:_..pec.ﬁli.are- - ‘Wé haye now laid before.our brethren,’ s,ga‘p(i‘;dl-}g;,."fand plainly;
: .itl_es-,," and hl]'mﬁﬂfr 3ditwns. (PVETI in OIH'OWI} éorgg’regaiim:‘i}_‘ﬁ:i-hg'_ i the prﬁ;g'iﬁle 'llpﬂ‘ﬂ Whléh we 'havq'aetfed','_ relailvett} lh(-i.??hl‘(‘)n
- eut evg_an_'_:so«m‘l’mh"ns.}‘dre‘a_mirr ".“-"ﬂié.t"ﬁ e were sal cftj(,,‘;ijfg ‘3“'“"'((51; ,sp‘éi’ken"fbf -bé’t#‘éen' the ch,ri'sstianﬁg--é.hd‘s'l‘efQi‘ﬂffﬂ’&» a.l?f)qt _(:reprg_'ea
: ‘“‘77)*Of;.f.;ﬁhei*l.'mlSﬁrjptliral peculiarities. or those of the Associa- towa, &c. which; 'we think, is perfectly consistent with the prin~

5\

tions, with which we were 1 cérrespondence. : You will'say ihat - giple, from ‘which wehave acted for several years past. But if

e

'!l :th‘,’._'s«‘é had- come into the ‘kirgdom by faithi and iniw-érsion we havedone any thing, which thggdsggl,: or the law of Christ,
Granted. - And 80 had these with whom we broke bread as fap’  wijl not justify, we would be glad 'to-know't. - . = ..

S gﬁ?,ﬂ."‘.“"‘" e e R R e SO U NS -As we dodbsire ahove all things to kknow, the whole truth, and ”

P O ,.,nce.,nfdre._- i;_t*is__-'wléli'kﬂb.wﬁ@"‘.thif-.B-?'riit".be'r G Gites ~fa¥‘y.ef-": to practice i(;. and as we think -thiap the best of us, either as in-

 stands. formally’ onnected with the Elkhorn Associations and. . divifudla, or as congregations; are noi jully reformed, but refor-: e

_ that all the. reformers cheerfiilly comnmme with biniifas they; ming.. We bope that the editord of reforming periodicals, (bre-

5 a7 bi - . Fl » =

‘ought to do) at the Lord’s tablé net - ~ thren Campbell, Scatt, &c.)if they see this jn the Messenger,,
- thaf in'so'doing they sapction.z . ngr :

‘ -Sapction.all the peculiarities, wh stice it in'their Journals; with -such remarks of commen- .
to_that body, 4id ‘all the otlier -Associations. with wtich iheﬂ

ipking for ere monvent

. datios,or correctionyas they may think 'proper. . We make this:
| ' request because'we think circumstances actually réquire 1t
o Sl o g e AT S OHN SMITH. :
"¢ &' Carnisni -March, 9, 1872. .
fis-Brothet' Irvine and myself visited the Churh.
[eton, on st Sathirday evening, and Lord’s day;:

stangi-formally og .n.é"ed.;" Similar.cases might be. multiplied, !
ULEE Coem 1 UNDACESRATY, f: . T L o it
_ .. hen our:brethren. shall fl_av‘é seen: this, v?e"hgh'ﬁ.;bey will be
satisficd that we bave not laid aside our former speculatjons aod's

en up those of any otlier people, - They cannotthink that we
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and notwithstandingthe unfavorableness of the weathy

gregations were tespectable. - We were cordially receivéd, abid
treated with all christian kindness.”. One was i e eddxmng

HMESSENGER. 93

.jp Christ our Lord? Ifondly hope tnat instead of van disputings

we may yet show to the world by practice, as well as theory, that

‘the scriptures of truth are entirely suicient to pind christians

together, that they are suilicient in all things. I wish—1I desire

goad feeling and brotherly love manifested. on the- occasion. . I
~ was much pleased t6 fiad the Churchi there entering so héattiAlyl
into the spirit'of this wnjon pon the one faundationbwhi}éh_ s
a great object with us to accomplish; or in .other: words, to nnd
them disposed. to dct out the principles for which we have all.

: long contended.: “Thisis agit,should be, . And in the progress’

of unionupon-the New Covenant, we do.rejoice, yea,and will-

" . rejoice, Yes, we hail it as:the harbinger of the conversion of .

the world, = We have oo long observed the opetations of Sec-
tarianism, and witnessed their futile attempts at ‘union, to.have-
any hopes from that quarter. ‘'Theirs are but efforts to unite
clay and iron, oil.and water; to heal the hurt of the daughter of
~ my people'slightly, saying petice, peace, when there. is no peace.
"hey are composed of jarring elements; therefore, wars and, ru-
maurs of wars,always have, and always will follow in their train.
The cause of all their wars, are interwoven with their very . vitals;
-and thereforé can only be removed by, their destruction. But our
greatobject should be, to remove the dregs of Sectarianism from
anong ourselves. ‘And todo this, more is requisite than the mere
renunciation of, human creeds. -Human' creeds; in the first in-
stance, were the effects of a sectarian-spirit—a spiri} of dicta-
ting to others in maters of opinion.. T6 get «clear, therefore; of."

_this greatest of all curses, we must. not only remove the fallible
: creed, butthespirit that-gave it being; and drink deeply into the
- holy spirit of the .only: infalible creed, the New Testament,—
..Yes, we must consent to renounce our own wisdom, and learh. of

i;;n;_ whois.meek and lowly in hear, ' Thus:shall. we abound in

ove, peace; joy, long suffering, - gentleness, meéekness, fidelity: -

‘Personal ’i%efﬂriﬁation%'ﬁ?calle&fgr-'-'. o i D L S0
o 7 o -Yours, in'leve,: ;0 '

OHN ROGERS.
. Dear Brother -Stone—We have jﬁ%tigé&fiié&?tﬁé‘%éfl\] 0..6 vol.
Messenger; they are all very acceptable: "We are much gratified

. by the c_ljne_ei'ing. igtelligenge ghgy'c_oﬁtti.inéd. We are happy' to
- hear of ‘the ff-nmn of the Christians aud ' Reformersy and hope the:

example will be followed in this State; nothing is-fore cheéring
to me than to hear of the prosperity of Siem.c . "« o

" . We areliving in peace and good will; our earnest’ pi'é‘ijeré-;g are
for tbe prosperity of the Redeamers cduse, .. % o w0

| lgqpe th,a_t the bgnd of brotheriylove and affection between the -
reforming brethren and christians, may. not-he severed. - If gov-

- erned by thesame King, and ruled by the game laws, why should®
- wenot be friends? Whynot love eachother’ Why not be one;

—I will have no other creed. A
In great haste, & our sincere friend,
| - JAMES CLARK.

Tsaac N. Walter has removed trom his former residence to Mt.
Vernon, Ohio. and wishesall communications sent to the latter
lace.
: Times are good 1 my travels; the nord is reviving: his work in
many new piaces.
Yours in Christ, |
ISAAC N. WALTER,
. SCRAPS.

John 18,6. ¢ Assoon as he had said unto them, Tam he, they
went backward and fell to the ground.” - This invisible, but
powerful stroke of Jesus on the cohort of soldiers, 'which came
to take him, was designed to show them with-what infinite ease

" he could crush all his enemies; but that mercy held his hand,

and bound his destroying power. ‘““He came not to destroy
men’s lives, but tosave them.” This same stroke was also de-
signed to convince them that he was the son of God. and savior
of sikners. This cohort could never forget this event. By it
some of them may havc been brought tofaith and salvation be-
fore they died. - . _

~ John 19, 10. Thken saith Pilate unto him, “Speakest thow
not unto me? Kunowest thou not that I have power (exousian,
authority or right) to crucify thee, and have power (authority,
vight) to release thee!”’ Jesusanswered, «'T'hou couldst have
no power (anthority)at all against me, except it were given thee

" from above; therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the

erater sin.”” - :

Pilate, nnder Cgesar, had no authority from Caesar’s govern-
ment nor. laws to condemn J esus to crucifixion. Hence he
confessed, 1 find no fault in him. Jesustold him he had no such
authority. Tn fact he wonld have no authority, except that au-
thority had been given him from above; i. e. from the uigh
court of the High Pricst, a court divine,ordained of (xod, aac
the highest, and anove all other courts on-earth. 1n this conrt
Jesus had been condemned for blasphemy, because he said he wag
the son of ¥3ed, The High Priest sent him already condemned,
to Pilate to have him crucified.—Therefore  said Jesus, “He
(the High Priest) who delivered me unto thee and gave thee
this authority hath thegrater sin.” Onthe supposition that ¢rod
gave Pilate this anthority from ahove, and delivered Jesus to
him it would follow thati%od was the greater sinner. This is
too awfully absurd to be admitted.
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GOOD NEWSs.
The canse of the ancient gospal is still yrogressing in our towir

and 11310'1)31']103(1 We ware at the ureat Jrossings-onmlist —

Lord’s d: ay,and i nmersed five persons, for remssion. On Wednzs-
day night m22ting in town, anotierlady bowad to tas: aathority
of tue Lord Jesas. Bretirenypray for—us, and oo tue success of
the trath. ‘Whan christi ins are animated oy the spirit of Cavist,
and constantly 2ng1g2ad in tae discaarg: of tasir duty, tne con-

quast of the ancient gospel will be as a constant running stream.

rother J. Longley of Qusaville In. writes, March 6,1332,
Last Lord’s day Ilfflﬁldl‘Svd tw:\, and on tie n2xt expect to
‘tmmerse more.
Brotaer H. Monfort of Eiton Ohll), writes that lately 15 have
been immersed in that town.
EDITORS:

CAMP ME®TIN:: AP )IVT\IF"\TTQ

Camp meeting at Winchester U'en. 4th Lord’s day ia July,
1832 Do. at Liewis’, Jackson co. Ala: ramna, and in Ruathetford
Co. Ten. 5th Lord’s day in luly Do iv Wilson Co Ten and
in Limestone Co Ala Ist Lord’s day in August.

Conference in Hickmaa Uo Ten, 24 Lord’s day in 'lugnst.
Camp meeting in vlaury Co Ten ({+lobe creek) 3d do in \ug.
Do at ‘Barne:t’s, Wayne co Ten, 4th do in August. Do at
Guess’s, Carroll co Pen. Ist do in Septe:mber. Do at Acor’ 8,
Carrol co Cen, 2d .do inSeptembher. Do at Goodman’s, Dyer
co lUen 3d do in Septemuer. 1Joat Mclay’s, Madison-co T'en
- 4th do in September. Do at Julan’s, McNairy co Ten 5th do
in September. Do at Matthew’s McNariy co Ten 1st do 1n
2 Octoher,. : _. iy |
- .Conference, in Lauderdale co Alabama, 2d do in Octdher
Camp meeting at ‘zandy’s cove, Morgan co Ala rvama 3d do
m October.. Do at Bilfingshey’s Blount co Alahama. 4th do
{)ctober. Do at Blountsyille, Blount co Alabarha, 1st do i
November._

RECEIPTS FROW KEB. 1, TP MARCH 14

RENTUCKY. Georgetown. Sam. Benton wol. 6—Cel. J. -

Bilier do—B. 8. Chambers do. Sol Leonard do. Dr. A:
Keene do. Joel Johnson do. Jo. Ford do. James (Fains do-
Mrs. Polly Johoson do. John Emmerson-do. Jac Milier vol.
9. J. K. Thompson vol. 4 5.

Cureridge. By James Houston §14 00. . :

Paris. ‘Thomas Rule vol 3—Mrs Garrard do. J G Martin
vol 6—V Ashforddo. D Cline do. Danl Smedly do. :

Carlisle. Y¥ilds J Rogers for M Arnold vol 5—for J Powel do
- for ‘WVm Doughty vol 6 and 2 00 forvol 6. Mrs T Letton
do.. John McMﬂhon do.

~do. L S dicMitlan vel 6.

MEEFNCGER. 8

Union. Wm Collier vol F—¥idr T M Allen for T }Tanlzei
vol 5, for Mrs. Stark.4, 5; Eii {anvada } (05 for Pelly 1ialiack
—vyor 6; 4 rontiran do—J Giltuer do—:hlsﬁi&r’e!trdc. ¢ Ry

mott do. Jac Siuduer do.
Cynthiasa. By ‘lageerty vol 4; Thomas Srmth do. A Moore

Bethel. ) Beauci:amp vol H; € Jatrick vel 6: Jac T Judy da.
Mrs <utton do: Eliza Williams do. Jona RRosinson do. Saumel
(Jan dO.

Cunerun  J. Runion vol 6; J Garaves for it Haley, Eliza #
Haiey, John Stout vol 6; Fran Ford do

Clinio wile. P Gaines and ' FPaslor vol 6.

Crooked Creek. By sol i} Perrin 5 O fur Vol 6.

North Middieton. J3s Sims vol 6. :

Wi ichester. Mr. fPoston vol 6. € L Moore. the acconnt Tost.

.Mwyw?m Jas Shackleford for Wm Corwine vol 6; Mrs V:ax-
ford do. Jass hossdo .

Persailtes. . Chs ¥ are vol 6 Mr Kickead for R Scarce vol
6; J 'V Craig do. A Haydor do. das Sullivando J Mitchnmda.

Athens. Samuel shivel for Bush,\faugha, M’Gee, Berkley,
Bur: ridge for vol 6.

Daviide. "Flomas Downton vol 6.

Newcastle  Tho J Seott vol 6

- Lezugion. By 3 1 Flemmlng for J Highee vol' 68; J ('nrd
vol . B B Caseer!l for Fields a..d Curle vol 5. By do for B
Hicks. J "'stocle. J Curd, ¥irs 'ilton, J.-Neat, M Yates, Doctor
Fishback. W =ullivan, Jac Stone vol 6.

Huarrodsburgh. Ben Allen ity 5 1 ernnng 7 CO.
Dry Creek. J G Ellis for nleel A Culbertson, John Telt-
rill vol 6. :
Hookiasville. By Bid W Dunkeson for D Woodruff and H.
Myersvol 6 i Laldri
I‘E\'\T I3EN, M. Pleaeant. By A Crawford. Briscoe and"
Morrow for vol 6. - , | :
Re ulyvilie. - By ]o'4h Nlchols for E Nichols, Jas G Pursell
vol 6. . :
- Huntingdon. By H Hays for self vol 5, 6;: Geo Akers val
6; V' H Brown do. J arder do.
Lebanon. By Klder ) Green o (0.
Locust Shade. - By FEiders Wm D Jourdan for Qam Baker, V
Gearheart, S o' .erson, Cverstreet 4 OU. '
Lezington. By Bro Duke for self, Shelby,Hulcherson Balloo,
Middieton, for vol 5,10 full .
Isom’s Store. By G Cathey. H C0 for vol 6.
Shelbyvitle. - By R Wynne for P Singleton, W F McDaniel
vol 6.
ALABAMA, Browns’roro By Wm Simmons 3 00. :
O110. Dublin. By "'der J N Walterfor, Wm Rodman?2 0.

By do for Elder George Alkire 8 0U, but lost by maﬂ.
.Mcmchester. Jas Loug; vol €.
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Hillsbore, Bj Sam Gibson for self, B, H. Johnson, Saml-iei-

Horn vol 6. \
. Troy. By Elder S Kyle 10 00 for vols 5 and 6 for C Ohlev-
ine, M Baker, E Wheeler, B Corey, A Morehouse, A M’Cul-
lough, Jas Brown, Jo Coe, Ben' Wharton and = Kyle.
Springdale. 3 Mc 'illiard 5 00, ' :
Cincwinati, DrJ P Andrew for self and J M Knight vol 6.
INDIANA. Bloomirgton. By Dr Roach 10 00, of which
2 (0 for himself vol 5 and ‘6. o
Indianopolis. By M Morris, by Jas Johnsen, 12 50. .
Gosport. By T C Johuson for seif for vol $; for J Johnson
do. Wm Dunuving do. Thos Howe do. L, Lindley do. Ditta-
more do. . _ s o
mRﬂ::)shvilZe. By ElderJ Longley for O.Seward for vol 4 and §
GEORGIA. Mulberry Grove. J Hehbard vol €. ,
PENN.  Waterford. By ¥lder J E Church for B Grant vol
9 and 6; Kendall vol 6; Josh Church 9 0¢, for 20f vol 6,
Licking Creek. By R Huey 5 (0 forself, N Barton, John
Forr, sen J For, jr., Wm B Hanimet. ‘ '
ILLINOIS. Fienna. By Jas Jones 5 00. :
MISSOURIL.  Fayeite. By EiderJ H Faden 10 00, of which
5 00 for brother Buraam forvor 6, thé hallance for himself, T
McBride sen, John i® (dley, Sol Cox and Jas 1 ovelady for vol 5.
By brother Borsam for Is Bradiey. R Bradiey and others, 5 (@

NOTICE. _
- ‘The postage of letters and communications sent us. is ver
oppressive to us—two or three dollars a week are paid by us.

Let it be understood that none hut our agents are permitted by
us Lo send us letters without paying the postage; we also except

e e o e

‘our particular friends. By
EDITORS.

TO CORRESPONDENTS,

Various articles®hich have been handed in for publi-
cation, we have heen compelled to omit, for the want of
7gom. They shall appear in our next, i ?

EDITORS:

ARISTIAN VESSENGER, -

TR

e e S et .. S

BY B. W. STONE & JOHN T, JOHASON,

ELDERS IN THE CHTRCH OF Cii{RIST.

“ Prove all things: hold fust that which is good.”—P vy,

BRI A . P, el  minliese il il o

Vor. V1.] GeorGETOWN, KYy. APRIL, 1832, [Ne. 4

Tue CHRISTIAN MIESSENGER is pnblished monthly at
Oni: DOLLAR a year, or for 12 numbers, if paid on the reception
of the first number—or §1 25, if paid within six months. They

who procure eight subscribers, and remit the money to the Edi-
tors, shall have one volume for their trouble. The postiage io

be paid by the subscribers. 'T'he postage of each number is 12

cents under 130 miles. and 23 cents over 160 miles.
W
DIALOUE CONIFINUED FROSN PAGE 7?_3,
Tho. '‘My mind has been ansorbed in the all engrossing sub-

ject of our late conversation. I have beenlaboring hard to es-

tablish my position in the existence of (Ged, from argumente
indepcudent of revelation., [have long admitted that all our
knowledre was derived from the five senses; for this philosophy . g
I have strenuously contended—but I never saw,tlllourlas.t con-
versalion, (hat it sapped the foundaticn of my faith, that there
was a (xod. 1 now plainly see, ‘that I have learned this
truth, not from the hook of nature, but from some other source.

Admitting this, | evidently saw my saperstracture fall, the foun-
dation being removed. Your argument that Jesus was the Mes-

- siahof God, founded on-prophecies;—and their fuliknent has oo

cupied much of my tiine, and attent.ion. .!‘i’iy inind @s prepared
to attend tofarther argameats on this su»ject—a subject to me
interesting and important. Do, sir, 1f you havﬂe any other ar-
guineats to prove that Jesns is the son of God, let me hear
them. bave :

Pet. [am truly glad to find you inclined to listen to arguments
in fa vor of revelation. Yon have admitted lpﬁfé?)t, that your
beljyef in the existence and perfections of Delty is net feunded
on_what 1s terined the Hook of nature, therefore 1t must be on
the book of revelation. )

1} now proceed to prove that Jesus is the Christ the son of God.
from the works which he perforined, and the works performed
in his name by his Aposiles. With inﬁnite_ease, he by a word
or by a touch, healed the most obstinate diseases, such as the
skill of inen and power of medicines conld never reach nor heal.

— He with thesame ease opened the eyes of the blind=mnstoped——
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dation being removed. Your argument that Jesus was the Mes-
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to attend tofarther argameats on this su»ject—a subject to me
interesting and important. Do, sir, 1f you havﬂe any other ar-
guineats to prove that Jesns is the son of God, let me hear
them. bave :

Pet. [am truly glad to find you inclined to listen to arguments
in fa vor of revelation. Yon have admitted lpﬁfé?)t, that your
beljyef in the existence and perfections of Delty is net feunded
on_what 1s terined the Hook of nature, therefore 1t must be on
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1} now proceed to prove that Jesus is the Christ the son of God.
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or by a touch, healed the most obstinate diseases, such as the
skill of inen and power of medicines conld never reach nor heal.

— He with thesame ease opened the eyes of the blind=mnstoped——
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the deaf ears—caused the dumb to speak—the lame to walk, anc
the dead to rise. Witha word he calmed the raging seas and
controlled nature at hiswill. The history of his life. isa history
+f wonders and miracles. To these works he appealed as proof
that he was the Messiah, sent mm'?ﬁ_ﬁ&ﬁ?mior of
t}mlt the proof decisive
of tins 1At ’

Tho. Ahl if these works were really done by him, I acknowl-
adge the proof would be decisive. But 1 believe these things

Wertladmere fabrications of designing men to impose upon the
world. '

Pet. Taith or belief is produned by evidence. Praymy friend,
tell the what evidence you have, from which you have helieved
that those works recorded as performed by Jesus were fairica-
tions, and therefore not performed by him? Have you any coun-
ter evidence of competent witnesses!—witnesses, who lived at
the Time an E ace when, and where they are said to be perform-
g_;d_ € challenge the world to produce such testimony. I
have proved that friends and fees have united from the begin-

aing, 1n acknowledging that the works were done, which are
recorded. Not one has denied the fact. Now tell me, what

MESSENGER. )

‘that after he had been dead four days, J esus rais}d him from the

dead by calling aloud, “*Lazarus come forth”—that he rose from
the gave bound around with grave clothes; and that this was
done in the presence of a multitude of Jews, who had come there
to comfort the two sisters.—This was recorded 'in that genera-
tion. Had it bee ho ny living witnesses could have
‘attested its falsity! Would not the ' _ octors have
W, and inquired of the inhabitants whether they
had ever kuown of such afamily there; and whether they had
ever seen or heard of the facts, stated respecting Lazarus?—
Enemies, so jealous, so inquisitive for evidence against chris-
tianity could, and would have availed themselves of such a favor-
able opportunity. And would not the testimony against the fact

(had they gotten such) been preserved, at least through the first

- centuries? But the fact of his resurrection has never been con-

tradicted. It remajns ‘a proof of the soul cheering truth, that
Jesus by whom Lazarus was raised, was theson of God.

We willadyert to another fact, the death of Christ. Before
he died, he Ha% %eclar_ea some time before, that he should die at

Jerusalem; and that he would rise again the third day after.

counter evidence have you that they were not done? On what
cvidence do you found your faith that they were mere fabrica-
iions?  Murely, my friend, who so loudly and zealously boasts of
reasen, will blush to act contrary to it, in professing to believe
0y thing without evidence.

Tho. I am not prepared to produce such counter evidence at
present. Butwmen of former days—men of profound erndition
and research, have denied that those miracles were ever really
performed. I have not been particular to examine their au-
thority for this belief. They may have taken for granted what
needed proof as I have probably done. But might not the Apos.-

. des have stated, many years after the death of their leader, that
such miracles were done by him in life, which were never done?

W Pet. Vmw@nwgiggﬂ%‘cavﬂhbut
what weight have they against matters of fact? hegAEostles
or g'l""‘""—_““y——ﬁ—-ﬂm (Tesses, some of them, published their testimony in the very
jan and age 1n_which these miracles were done. ey chal-
ienged investigation. MO\V
casily could they have been detected! They were not done in
a corner; but generally in the view of hundreds and thousands.

How easily could enemies (and they were not few, nor negligent

of testimon_y to overthrow a religion, which was upsetting their
lono established s-ct e - — ——

"The witnesses, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John record his triat

before the H 1glﬁ Priest, then before Pilate; they.record Pilate’s
confession of his innocency; but that to please t,he Jews ke con-
demned him to be. crucined; fhe witnesses minately record the
events, thattranspired at his crucifixion; that the sun was pre-
ternaturally eclipsed for three hours; that there was a great
earthqnake, so violent as to split the rocks round about Jerusa-
lem; that the vail of the temple, which had hung undisturbed
for many ages, was, at that time rent asunder from top to bottom;
that many graves of the saints in Jerusalem burst open, and con-
tinued so for three days; that the centurion, who presided at the
crucifixion, cried out, truly this was- the son of God; that two
thieves were crucified with him, one on the right hand, and the
other on the left; that one of them confessed Jesus on the cross,
and was blessed.. Many other important circumstances are re-

”or

corded. Now, my friend, had not these events taken place, as

recorded by the wilnesses, how infinitely easy their fallacy could
~and would have been detected. Kvery man, woman #nd child
in Jerusalem and 1n all Judea, could have given a counter testi-
mony. VYe, could they
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