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It is our conviction that the writings of such men as Barton W.
Stone and others who contributed from the fields of labor into
the pages of The Christian Messenger, constitute some of the
richest and most significant material this side of the New Testa-
ment.

The Christian Messenger reprint represents the combined
efforts of hundreds of people. First, locating a complete set to
photograph was a long search—a job we never attained! So far
as our several months’ research revealed, there is no extant
complete set of these books in any one collection. Qur work of
photo reproduction was accomplished through “a little here, a
little there,” working from the basic set graciously made avail-
able by Roscoe Pierson, Librarian, Lexington Theological Sem-
inary, Lexington, Kentucky. Among others helping in tracing
down and supplying original copies were Enos Dowling (Lincoln
Bible College), Lester Galbraith (Christian Theological Semi-
nary), R. L. Roberts (Abilene Christian University), and Don
DeWelt (Ozark Bible College), Wm. B. Miller (Presbyterian
Historical Society), and David McWhirter, (Disciples of Christ
Historical Society).

Especially grateful are we to R. L. Roberts, first for his urging
that we coordinate the reprinting of the set, and second for pro-
ducing a general index to the entire series. This required long
hours of reviewing articles on his microfilm copy and assigning
appropriate titles. The original indices at the end of each vol-
ume, as the reader will observe, were vague and inadequate.
The general index is at the end of volume 14.

Sincere appreciation is expressed also to the hundreds who
have entrusted us at Star Bible with their orders, a vote of con-
fidence that gave us renewed courage and strength. We pray
that these men of the early Restoration Movement will be duly
honored, that many wise men will be led to their Savior, and that
Jehovah’s Name may be glorified through His Church now and
evermore.

Alvin Jennings
Star Bible Publications
Dec., 1978 Fort Worth, Texas 76118
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EDITORS’ ADDRESS.

We once more appear before the public as Editors of what
we deem profitable to our fellow creatures. - We are encour-
aged to perseverance in this work, by assurances given by breth-
ren in various sections of our country, that it is acceptable and
useful. We do not recollect to have read or heard of suchgreat
excitement 1n the religious wgrld, as now exists. The various
Sects of Christians are crambling to pieces, and human estab-
lishments. of centuries standing. are tottering every where.
The pope of Rome laments the insubordination of his clergy
and laity. to his mandates. The Presbyterians in Europe and
America can no longer build together—their language is con-
founded. They are in trouble, and by their own acknowledgée-
ment, are virtually broken, and must soon he dissolved in fact.
The Baptists are. if possible, in a more divided and distracted
state. T'hey cannot long live together, but must still decline as
asect. Uhe Vethodists are in no hetter sitvation. The Qua-
Kers are actually divided into two separate hestile communities.
The Shaisers are verging fast to extinction. The heavens are
shaking indeed. and will shake till every thing not according to
the word of truth shall be shaken ocut. )

We are pleased to see a very general disposition aisong the
Sects to the grand principle of Christian union. The light of
truth is too glaring to defend the opposite doctrine any louger—

he unbelieving world are reproaching them for theéir divisions,
S0 directly contrary to the doctrine of tse iJible. We bave long

€en convinced that the sects, as such, ¢an never unite. Every
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attempt has proved abortive, and must aod will fail, till each
sect give up its creed as authoritative, its name of distinction, its
spirit of party, and feel willing to decrease that Christ may in-
crease. KEqually vain is the attempt to unite the Church of
Christ, founded on the New Testament alone, with any sect.
Our very profession is anti-sectarian, and at once forbids the
idea of uniting with any sect as such.

The opposition we experience is great. This we may rea-
sonably expect; for sectarianism must, and will oppose the unity,
for which we plead, ns long as it exists. Our duty is plainly
taught in the book we have received, *In meekness instructing
them that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give
them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth.” This
precept is founded on infinite wisdom—on a perfect knowledge
of human pature. ln no other spirit will truth have a proper
effect. Sarcastic, unfriendly reflections on the opinions of
others, rather irritate than convince, and drive them away from
hearing, and examining the truth. But when in the meekness
of wisdom we teach the way of salvation, and meet the objec-
tions with scripture arguments, we are in the way of doing good
to our fellow men in error. :

As might be expected, on some points there is a divesity of
opinion among ourselves. But these opiniens have no effect in
severing our union; because we are constituted as churches on
the New Testament, and not on a system of opinions, as others
are. True, a few, not understanding this distinguishiog trait of
our profession, and not entirely stript of the spirit of sectarian-
ism, appear to be verging towards nggt again. A few years
ago, our brethren in the east, forgetting that the churches were
independent, and dazzled with the pomp of a general Confer-
ence, rasolved among themselves to constitute one in the East—
one in the South, and another in the West. We in the West
were solicited to co-operate in this measure. We saw it unau-
thorized by the New Testament, and therefore refused our co-
operation. The Kastern brethren sbon ﬂiscovered_what we had
plainly seen, and have lately dissolved the unscriptural thing
among themselyes. We hope that they will also, before long,
see how unauthorized is that small Confession,drawn up in many
confereatial resolves some months past. | This increasing light
will consume, or!it must be the cause of another sectarian estab-
lishment. So we think; and the history of the church confirms
our opinion. We have no doubt but our brethren will soon be
convineed that this measure is also inconsistent with their pro-
fession, and will abandon it. I

Some are very fearful that our union is in danger, because of
a supposed diversity on the subject of baptism; not on the act of
baptism, for we ali immerse—not oa the subjects, for we im-
merse none but such as believe and repent—and 1 may add, no!
on thedesigs, for [ koow but fow among us that deny baptismito
be 2 divic=iy institeted menns for the remission of sine, and fpr
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she gift of the Holy Spirit. Where then i3 Yhe difference be-

-ween us! A says, immersion only is baptisqg+B agrees to this
4s truth. A says, baptism introduces us into the kingdom. B
agrees. A says, by baptism we put on Christ—B agrees. A
says, by baptism we receive the remission of sins and the gift of
the Holy Spirit. B still agrees. Where is the difference be-
tween A & B! B says, I hope there are many christians in the
kingdom, who are saved, and who have received the remission of
sins, who have never been immersed—and that these persons
shall be admitted into heaven at last. A indulges in all good
hopes, but confesses that he has not sufficient scripture evidences
‘or an unwavering faith. This diversity of opinion ought not to
excite bad feelings towards each other; but forbearance and
brotherly love should prevail.

We are in danger of dwelling too long upon doctrinal disqui-
sitions, to the neglect of practical piety. Dear brethren, let
us earnestly labor to have our own hearts and lives reformed;
then, and not till then shall we succeed in reforming others.
Many and great sacrifices are yet to be made by us before the
light will shine with divine power and effect on the world. Let
not the stores of Babylon be found with us at her destruction.
We still design to collect and unite the scattered flock, and to
lift up our voice, and employ our pens against the tyrannical
usurpations of men, and to bear the standard of Messiah before
the view of the world. We expect contempt, hard speeches,
and persecuting slander to be our lot; but this we will cheerfully
auffer for truth’s sake.

We solicit commuuications on every interesting subject, es-
pecially on the triumphs of truth throughout our land. Never
has truth more signally triumphed among us, than in the past
year. May the Lord increase it a thousand fold the present
year!

Many of our patrons have withdrawn their patronage for va-
rious reasons. e indulge in the hope that our agents will fill
up their former lists, and increase them if they can.

EDITORS.

Hamivron Co. Omro, Dec. 24, 1832.

Brother Stone:—1I wish you to discontinue my No. of the Mes-
senger and Mrs. B——-. W.L— R.P and S. R—- wish
o continue another year.

_ Brother Stone; I think the Messenger has forsaken the chris-
“1an church, and I must withdraw my support. 1t appears to
‘avor the errors of the Reformers who are splitting and destroy-
‘ng our churches, and it has left us to contend alone.

Dear Brother; when McNemar and others left us, you stood
oy us; and when Marshall and Thompson turned to be our enc-
‘nies, you pleaded our cauvse; but now, I fear, you are going tn
‘orsakke us. May the Lord leai us intn truth,  Farewell.

J. M.
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REPLY.

Brother J~ ~ M———. At your request I shall discontinae
sending you and Mrs; B—— the Messenger. You state your
eason for discontinning your support; because you think the
Messenger has forsaken the Christian Church—by-the Messen-
Fer you understand the senior Editor of that Journal. Let us,
‘my bro. take a view of the Christian Church, when first consti-
-uted in Kentucky, and let us examine her bistory, and then ask
‘he questlglon. ave | forsaken this church?

The Christian Church was constituted upon the New Testa-
went alone, and pot human opinions, as the only rule of her
‘aith and practice—and did formally reject all human Creeds and
Jonfessions ag authoritative. They agreed to reject all human
names, and to take the name Christian alone. They determined
.0 labor for the unity of Christians on the one foundation, and

‘bnsequentiy for the destruction of sectarianism 1n the world.
ifave | ever forsaken this church? Have I ever forsaken the
New Testament. as the rule of my faithand practice, and taken
+1 its l'OO*D any human Creed?—Have 1 rejected its name Chris-
<, andassumed any other! Have I ceased to oppose secta-
rianism. and to promote the unity of Christians on the one foun-
dation? I boldly say, no: and challenge a contradiction. When
McNemar, Dynlavy and Houston forsook the €. Church, and
‘urned away from the scriptures as the foundation of their faith
and practice, toan old woman’s fables, you acknowledge I stood
{irm on the{foundation laid in Zion. Vhen Marshall, "hoinpson
«nd others forsook the Christian Church, and refised the scrip-
fures as the only rule of faith and practice. but received again
the Presbyterian Confession and name, you acknowledge 1 firm-
'y stood, and pleaded the cause of the church. Whea hosts 6f
sectarian apposers stood up against us, did T not firmly stand,
snd defend the C. Church agaidét their mighty efforts to destroy
+s! Do, my brother, tell me—tell the world, what principle of’
+iwe €. Church have I relinquished—if one, I am unconscious ot

1t—if one, I should be glad to know it. |

But thisicharge against me is not novel. We were all pedo-
Daptists when we determined to talce the name and word of Je-
rus alone, as our name, and ourrule, Not long after, I with ma-
ny others from reading the scriptures, became convinced that
Laptism signified immersion; we submitted to be immersed—
many among us criced out, they have forsaken the Christian
thurch. Did we forsake 1t, or onc principle on which that
<burch had been constituted? You shall be judge. When

Marshall, Thompson and others endeavored to introduce another

ereed besides the scriptures, and: had persuaded many of the pro-

poety, Iwith R. Dooley, Kincade and many othersstood up bold-
iy protested against it.  Was it not then said, they have forsaken
ihe Cliristian Church? And do yuu not remember that somne of
ot once devoted friends could not receive us into their houses?—
Vou shall judge whether I, or they forsook the Christian Church.
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Bat you now preach, and boldly advocate baptism for the re-

ission of sins? Yes; and so I preached and acted near 20 years
ago—so did our worthy brother James Hughs, whose faith is yet
unwaveriog on this point; and so did others among us. Was it
then objected against us that we had forsaken the C. Church?
We had previously received the common exposition of Acts 2
38, **Be baptized for the remission of sins,” which was, *Be
baptized on account of the remission of sins,” believing that
sins must be remitted before baptism. But we saw that the text
‘could not mean this, because it is said, **Repent and be baptized
for the remission of sins;” if we read for to mean on account of
iben it would follow that we must repent also on account of the
remission of oursins. Can this bYe correct! DNoes not repen-
tance always precede forgiveness? 1s it not unnatural that we
must be sorry and repent because our sins are forgiven’—We
‘therefore understood it to mean, Repent and be baptized unto,
orin order to the remission of sins. In doing this, have we for-
saken the C. Church, or one principle upon which it was consti-
tuted?  Or did the constitution of that church forbid us to cor-
rect any error we might have entertained when we first consti-
tuted? Tf so, did you not forsake that church when you were
tmmersed?

But you insist so much upon this topic when many in the (.
Chureh are dissatisfied with the doctrine. Is thisa good reason
why I have forsaken the church! You know the violent flood of
Opposition against us on this ground. ever since bro. (Camphell
came out so ably and fully on the doctrine. Before this we said
but little, not being so fully impressed with the importance of
the subject. We viewed 'the cause as common; therefore have
buldly_. yet temperately, advocated it, and defended it against
the misrepresentations of opposers, as we once did on the doc-
trine of the immersion of penitent believers. We may have
Written and spoken too much on this doctrine I believe we
have. Yet surely this should not subject us to the charge of
ha;‘mf forsaken the C. Church. %

at you make immersion as absolutely essential in baptism?
What then? Have 1 therefore rseit:eu.’uadyr from the C, Cl?urcrlr:'.!
\?as this church constituted on the principle that baptism sie-
uified rantism, aspersion and immersion? | if so, did yon not se-
?ede from the C. Church when you were immersed? Yon vir-
aally denied that rantism or aspersion signified baptism by this
your act. With you I believe, and long have believed, that im-
iiersion, alone, is baptism.

But you debar unimmersed persons from the Lord’s table, In
LIS you are not correctly informed. We invite none, we debar
:;;Be; bec‘ause_ we have no scriptural authority for either. We
. nc:f 2s Inquisitors on the conscience of any man. We simply
‘[:5,}:; Let 2 man examine himself, _am]lso let him eat and drink.”
w_uppose s many of other: de_nommatlcns commune with us, as

A you, though you may invite and urge them with brotherly

O
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flection. Yet we are fully persuaded (hat every one should
{according to the scriptures,) be baptized before he partake of
the supper. So are pedo-baptists; but our views of baptism dif-
fer from theirs.

But you admit no unimmersed person into the church. We
4re not alone in the doctrine that through baptism we enter inte
the church—all Pedo-baptists and Baptists believe the same.
But we understand immersion alone to be baptism. So do you,
§ presume. Therefore I cannot see any way according to the
taw of Christ of enteriog into this Church but by baptism or im-
mersion. If my brother, or any other bro. shall inform me of
any other way in the New Testament I shall rejoice to know it.
Do Pedo-baptists exclude the Quakers from heaven, though they
deny them a place in the church on earth? No.. Do we exclude
Pedo-baptists from heaven, because we cannot think they are ia
the kingdom on earth according to the law of Christ? No. Does
mjy brother think that I have forsaken the C. Church, becanse 1
thus believe? The New Testament is the constitution of this
~hurch, where in that boolk is this faith condemned! 1 ask not
by whose opinion it is condemned; but by what inspired writer?

Ah! But yon favor the errors of the Reformers, ‘“who are

aplitting, and destroying our churches, and you have left us to
~ootend alone.” This is the hardest rub, I suspect. Pray,
brother, tell me what errors of the Reformers I favor; 1 really
wish to know. 1 would prefer death to such a practice. The
Reformers have, doubtless, errors, as fallible men—no doubt, we
have also; and who, but his infallibility, can plead exemption
from them?! Your charge is too indefinite for my conviction:
You may think I have seceded from the C. Church, because the
Reformers and we, bging on the same foandation, and agreeing
to take the same name Christian, have united as one people Is
not this the very principle we have been pleading from the be-
ginning? Is unitinf with any people in this manner seceding
irom the church? lo thus uniting do we agree to unite with ali
the opinions and errors of each other? Have we not always had
in our church, Calvinists, Arminians, Trinitarians and Unitari-
ags! Have we by such union agreed to receive all their errors?
No. ln the great leading principles, or facts of the New Tes-
fament we agree, and cheerfully let each other have his opin-
ions, as private property. In vain may we expect a union on
any system of opinjons devised by the wisdom of man.

y dear brother, if a division ever take place among us, one
part must secede from those principles on which we constituted.
kt would be worth attention to inquire, how do the Reformers

pplitand destroy the Christian Church? Do they oppose the prin-
«iples of our constitution, and the unity of the church? If so,
they are wrong. It may be that you and cthers wrongfully op-
pose them, Let us my dear brother, examine this matter, and
as an humbie christian learn at the feet of Jesus. Your old bra.

B. W. STONE, Editor.

MESSENGER.
1O THE PATRONS OF THE C. MESSENGER.

We commenced our editorial career, with a determination tc
present the truth of God, fearlessly to the public mind, firmly
convioced, _that'.a more acceptable service could not be ren-
dered, at this crisis, than to assist in exposing the absurdities, o
the traditions of men, and iospiring the greatest reverence ’fo£
the word of (vod, as delivered to us by the apostles.

We believe, and oar faith is the offspring of apostolic testime-
ay, that the record which God Las given of his Son—the gospel_'..
the law of Christ and the means of salvation which God hasde-
vised and exhibited in the sacred scriptures—are perfectly adapt-
ed to the recovery and healing uf the nations——that ali the pai"t*
are perfect and complete;—and that every effort of man to suppl;
supposed defects or to dispense witis supposed redundancies, has
vesnlted injoriously to the human family, in proportion to the r’nag-.

. nitude of the departure from God’s system of readering man hap-
py and saving him, :

Livery system of rcligion, other than that developed in the
sacred record, is one of tyranny and oppression. The history of
the world is summoned in proof. To believe God and obey hirn
Igmphcl'lly, bhas, in every age of the world, been the means o}
_:mpa;-tmg as much happiness as man is susceptible of; and his
-tTet:rreang:;ers and character can thus alone be fully and fairly

God has adapted means to ends in the moral as woll as the na-
tiral world. To be availing, in the moral world. it is indispen-
sible that we use or pursue the means inorder to the attainmen?
of theend. By the use of tlie means we reach the proposed ob-
iect. By their neglect, we fail to attain it. There are precise
and definite means adapted to precise and definite ends.

: God has devised means by which, the buman family may be
saved. Th(_: gospel is the power of God unto salvation, to evers
une that believeth. Why did not the apostle declare that it was
i power of God untosalvation? He bas told us of no other power
of God_ unto salvation—therefore we should refrain from s‘pecu-
latiog in relation (o this matter We should be perfectly satis-
::ed to take the gospel as the power of God unto salvation. Bur
gwhony Is it the power of God unto salvation?! To every ong
’!. at bel[evel_h. Is it not the power of God unto others than be

‘levers, inquices the curious and speculating mind? We dare
rl?c:'usi?ly 0. God has given us uo authority to say so; and we
o rebel against him to add to or diminish from lis laws.
+ hose who sprinkle unconscious babes, must abide the decision
t?f h!m who alone has a right to make laws and rule. Of what
“€rvice is sprinkling, to the unconsciousinfant? Is it the gospel
bl 1t the power of God nato salvation to the infantl bNoné
“illdare say so. Then itis marrng the gospel. As the gospel’
' Presented 1o tiis form—be that helieves zod is baptized (not.
I_;-rind‘.eu}shall ve saved; and as it iz waclared to be the power of
*O=-tnto seleation {0 crory ene wio believes, we can fully sp-
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preciate the further declaration of Paul that “if any man preaci:
any other gospel than that which we have preached unto you,
let him be accursed.” Sodeeply impressed was he with the aw-
ful malignity of the sin of perverting the gospel, he repeats the
denunciation, including even an angel, should one have the te-
merity to preach a different gospel, which indeed could be no
other than a pretended gospel. i'he subject is perfectly plain
and easy to those whose minds are free from prejudice and who
Jesire to learn the truth. The Saviour said *'T'hus 1t behoved
Christ to sutfer and to rise from the dead,” &c. that repentance
and remission of sins should be preached in his name. *‘l{epent and
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.”
Will any one dare to deny the above extracts, in their plain,
full and necessary import? They need no explanation to me
And if all would abide by it, weshould bave no wrangling.
~oh! how industrious and ingenious is the world in making out
excusecs for disobedience to the word or requirements of God.
Some years baclk, we can recollect wheu sinners, in contending
with professors of religion, would urge, ‘with all their powers,
that (rod was no respecter of persons and that (iod had placed
religion within the practice of every maao. {'his idea was strenu-
ously |combatted, and of course, with such a wide disagreement.
no kipdred feeling could be excited so as to he serviceable to the
sinner. @or the great object was to teach the sinner that he
cuuld‘.da liuthing‘. and uatil he believed that, no matter how firm-
ty nie | night believe the word of rod and desire. (o obey 1t, he
would not be treated as one whose right it ivas to confess and
obey.| ['bus many were furnished with apologies for their diso-
bedinece.| \nd wow, cn theother band, when they are deprived
of that w 'aptm, and we tell them that *‘these signs were writteu
that ye /might believe,” &c. and that believing ye might have
life, through his name, they contend for some vperation of spirit
before they have a right to obey—as if it were improper at any
time to oney God. Ab! these excuses will not do. We desire
to expose all these refoges, that men may derive the full benefit

of the gospel and law of Christ.
J, T. JOHNSON, fditor.

My christizu fiiends, @ new year, even 1233, has opened on us.
We inave jpst passed throngh the trials and sufferings, of ont
a spatgn. | Ve bave likewise shared largely inits joys. A rick
Tarvest oy oeen the reward.  iany of our irientds, children and
ive felt and enjoye. the neiign a:d heavenly inflo
- s g
jaitad efort i the cause of the ledeemer. Tieyear
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The warfare has but just commenced. Let every soldier gird
4n the heavenly armor and not weary in well doing. And seeing
we are c_umpassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let
ns lay aside every weight, and the sin that doth so easily beset
us; and let us run, with patience, the race set oefore us, lookin
off to Jesns,_the author and flnisher of the faith; who fo;' lhe_jog
set hefore him, endured the cross. despising the shau.e, and se{
down at the right Land of the majesty on high. Have you en-
dured, as he did, ail the ijgiominy and slander and misrepresen-
tation which your oppunents have heaped upon you? l-ia\re“you
counted all thiugs loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jegus our Lurd and set at nought and disregarded the
shame which our epemies have attempted to put us to? If you
bave not, let this year testify to our improvement. ‘I'he mani-
fold wisdom of (xod is to be exhinited by the cougregativn, and
as such, shive as hightsin the world. W ho amongst you cax;sa
1 have been of service to my chiidren, my friends. my uelglll.ur?
my enemies, during the past year? Who can say that he or she
:\:;tzfen the means of bringing one soul to a knowledge of the

liany iotelligent and stubborn minds have bowed to the match-
less power of the truth duriug the past year. Lights nave been
springing up all vver the couniry. (rear accessions Liave been
made to the cause of Heaven. With such increased forces and
light. shall we be satisfied with uo additional efforts— and are the
conquests to the kingdom of the edeen.ef. to ve less with such
increased power aud means? let pune sieep upon their post
Our leader calls 1or activi'y. dilizernce and untirio o

- . _ g persever-
ance. Who of you can faulter while il. re is a siuner 1o save:
and while we call to remembrance such beavenly motives a:
Peter held up. when he exclain ed ~Blessed be the God and 'a-
ther of our lord and Saviour Jesus ¢ hirist, who bath Begotten us
again to a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesns Clrist from
the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and un..efiled and that
fadeth not away, reserved in Heaven for you who are kept b
the“?ov;er of God, through faith urto salvation?” g

e have endeavored to discharge our duties the pa

The year before ns. we believe, is Ej[l of important efe::s??:"
we calculate on discharging the trust reposed in us nhaievé;
ﬂlfﬁcul_ues_ma-y nterpose. ! hether we have met the public ex-
jectation is not a matter of inquiry. We would prefer the ap-
proval of the Lord Jesus to all the pomp and pageantry :u?d
smiles of the world. Our confideace increases with the ad-
':;nce of the present reformation. 1Ithas sustained itself against

e united assaults of the leading sects of the day, and has ir-
:hreysed with unparallelled rapidity. So lame and weak are
‘re“'. efforts—and such is the mighty inflcence of truth in des-
;t igmig: their sects, that they have grown wise enough, if wisdom
ok D be picknamed to withdraw their forces from the range of

ring, They have learnt that when tioth comes in contact
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with the organs ol hearing, it is very apt to leave a favorable im-
pression on|the mind, notwithstanding the Qeadl:!ess of the word,
in the apprehension of some. If not received in the love of it,
they know it leaves a tingling which takes them sometime to get
clear of; and rather than have their repose disturbed, they have
issued their restraining orders; and thus ther:e is no danger ex-
cept from those who are mutinying within their own bosom. So
much of this exists, that it is only astonishing, they can tolerate
cach other, when employing epithets which would disgrace and
degrade even alower circle thangeutlemen of the world. The
seeds of mortality helong toand are sown in all thesects. They
have long since sprouted and grown up to manhood. They are
now ripening for dissolution. I‘ht_ay cannot live together in
peace. Human means and distinctions, and human creeds, &c.
are an abomination in the sight of Heaven. They are the relics
of the man of sin, and they are destined to destruction. Let
thuse who participate in such anti-christian efforts, beware of
the consequences. ‘““‘Come out of ber my people,” &c. It is
painful to probe the wound. But philanthropy, yea, our master
bids usdo it. \We cannot cry peace. peace, when there is Lone.
We cannot say well done, when it is badly dore. We cannot
say all’s right, when nearly all is wrong. g

We cannot approve the annunciation of the mnotions of men
or the gospel of Christ. We cannot set still and see men set
aside the testimony of God to make a place for their specu-
lative notions of spiritual operations. It rousesus, when we see
ar hear of people, professing to know the record of Heaven and
to be guided by it, calling on sinners to come up to be prayed for
instead of calling on them to obey the Lord;—calling on them to
pray for religion or faith——or callm_g' on mourners (o come up to
e prayed|for that they may get faith or a pardon of their sins,
instead of telling them as Peter did, if they rezlly mourn or are
pierced—tp reforni and be baptized in the name of Jesus for re-
mission—and if they have not believed, instead of telling them
‘o pray to get faith, direct them to the testimony, that their faith
wmay not sthnd on the wisdom or rather folly of men, but on the
nower or wisdom of the divise testimony of Geod. On a recent
sccasion 1 noticed 1n a northern periodical, that several meetings
were represented as unusually interesting in consequence of thc
number of mourners who came up to be prayed for; and on two
of these occasions, as well as I recollect, it was represented
‘hat, out of about 20, on cne occasion, they thought the Lord had
sraated pardon to twoor three—and OIPT. of about 50 on the oi_h‘cr,
ruey thought the Lordlh:\d pardoned| the same number. The
same writer notified the pablic that he had/called at the house o1
e of the oriliodox, as he called bim, who kept tavern, and whe
sad charzed lum for his lodgings. And mention of the charge
was made as rather 2n insinuation that the profession of the or-
-hodox was insincere. 1 could but be reminded of the charactex
e had firstgiven cf God and then of the erthedox, It sovmed
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to me he had represented God as the hardest master of the two.
How dv you make this out, says one! The man hung out his si¢:
and demanded 2 consideration for his trouble and expense 1n fur-
nishing his guest. T}ns was no more than he had engaged to do
when he hoisted hissign. In the other case God has said and re-
peated it over and over again, Let the wicked forsake his way
and the unrighteous man his thoughts and return to the Iord,
and he will bave mercy on him, and to our God, for he will abun.
dantly pardon. Now, here is a representation of about 70
mourners comiu%forward to be prayed for that God would par-
don their sins. They come, and are prayed for, and yet God is
charged with falsifying his word and only pardoning 4 or5.or 6~
and even then it is a think so. When will they tell them as Pe
ter did? J. T. JOHNSON, Editor.
Georerroww, (0.) December 14, 1832,

My Dear Brother Stone:—Although I have but small taledt fo:
writing, the concern I feel for the spread of **truth” must be my
apology for troubling you so soon.

If ever there was a time of great need in the church of Christ
for able and efficient preachers of the pure gospel in this section
of Obio, it is now; for lack of such men, error, with all its in
congruities, appears to predominate.

In looking over an old number of the present vol of the Mes.
senger. iny eye glanced over a piece headed “ A Gloomy Omen,”
in which you mention “Many of our most efficient and promis.
ing preachers are engagiog in the study and practice of medi-
cine.” Alas! thought 1, are not the private members of the
church blameable to a considerable extent, for so many laborer:
quitting the field? I fear we are. Because .of our illiberality
fowards men, who, were they sustained in a manner becoming
the gospel, might do much for the promotion of the gospel* of
Jesus Christ. They consequently have to quit the labor. an¢
turn their attention to some business, in which they can snustaino
themselves and (perbaps) families. While all the different sects
around have made ample provision for their preachers, (not that
I would wish any creed or formula for that purpose to follow
them, or reject a duty because practised by them, but believing
that he who is taught ought to communicate to him whoteacheth,
) think it an imperative duty o christians to open their purses,
to help by this means to disseminate truth. Penurious and cor.
tracted indeed, must be that professorof religion, who will wit}
s0ld from a brother in need, the aid in his puwer to give. '

Many of the christian Iirethren are in affluent circumstances
<iany more, “good livers,” and few but whal could do something
Well, were all to do according to their several abilities. or werr
all to “lay up in store as the Lord has prospered them,” wg
e .

e *; Cannot say ‘‘ancient,” believing it anti-scriptural, and be-
‘1eving there is but one true gospel. Sec Acts, 2d ch. &e. &c.

S
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| would at all times be found ready to contribute, as need of oc-
casion might require. Thus evangelists would be sustained in
the field, and soon the affairs of religion would assume a-differ-
ent appearance—truth triumph—thousands submit to the gov-
ernment and laws of Messiah’s kingdom—error hide its head—
creeds and confessions given to the moles and bats,

T am in haste; I would say more on this subject, but for want
of time I have not properly matured it. 1 bave written this
much. hoping to see something from you, or some other person
adequate to the task, on this very important subject.

Yours, in bonds of love.

JAMES CLARK.

Eztract from Geo. W. Ealon, Professor in the Georgetown Col-
lege, (Ky.) to the Editor of the Journal:

¢ T'here is violent apposition in var1 us parts of the State; but
I feel a firm confidence that (God will make it a mighty instru-
ment of good, if its friends continne to move on as they are now
doing,—kindly and effectionately (affectionately) explaining its
ohjects, and commnending themselves to every man’s conscience,
and manifesting resolute determination by the help of the Lord
to prosecute the enterprize. opposition or no opoosition. the
canse is nanifestly on the advance, and I have cheering hopes
that the Convention will yet do much towards delivering the de-
nomination in this State from the withering influence of Camnp-
bellism and the deadening weight of Hyper-Calvinism. Ve
have got nearly rid of the former, hy which T do.oot mean that
Canphellism is dead, but the denomination has nearly shaken
it off. and has made the gulph hetween us impassahble by throwing
itself into the arins of \rianis:n.”

‘We aresorry that Prof. Eaton should forgetful of his station,
wither the 1influence of our “ollege. now struggling for exis-
tence, by engaging in the tug of partyism,and contention forits
doginas. It is due to the Prof to siate, that it appears he did
not design his reinarks to he seen in this country, therefore they
were sent abroad for pnblication. His friend, the Editor of the
Cross & Baptist Banner, seeing them in print, and desirous of
circulating more extensively such lucid exhihitions, transferred
them to his columns.

We are not certain what idea the Prof. wishes to be affixed
“to |the violent opposition in varions parts of the State.”—but
we ﬂlppose he neans the opposition of many honest Baptists to
the State Convention of that denomination. gotten up. 1t is be-
lieved, for the purpose of binding together more closely the jar-
ring materials of that Sect. The Prof. thinks, God will make it
a mighty instrument of good. Tn this we agree with the Profes-
sor; for we think IIhat this Coovention and violent oppesition,
will ultimately divide, and destroy one of the once mighty hat
now tottering pillars of sectarianism, and bring the scattered
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wembers into the one body, the church of Christ, according o
sts original constitution. Sectarianism of every name must fal:
before we can reasonably hope that the millennial day will shine.
op onr world. The way for the Lord, in hissecond coming mus:
and will be prepared.

The Prof. says, "I have cheering hopes that the Conventior
will yet do much towards delivering the denomination in this
State from the withering influence of Campbellism, and the
deadening weight of Hyper-Calvinism.” ! that his hopes may
be realized—may, not only the Baptist denomination, but every
other, be delivered from Campbellism, Calvinism of every gradc'.
Arianism. and every other manism in being! Could we enter-
tain such cheering hopes of this Convention doing so much good .
though we could pot conscientiously support the unscriptura’
thing, yet we should not oppose, but stand still, and view witk:
pleasure its mighty operations.

The Prof. alds: «“'%e have got nearly rid of the former,” viz
Campbelhisim. Happy state! The Cenvention then will havc
very little to do towards delivering the Baptists from the wither-
ing influence of Camp®ellisin,seeing already they have got near.
ly rid of the evil. Why then should the Prof. indulge such
cheering hopes of what will hedone, when he sees it almost dong
at the present time. What a man sees, why does he yet hope
for? He proceeds, “Campbellism is pot dead,”—(What a pi-
ty)—-hut the Baptist denomination has nearly shaken 1t off.”—
(T'his 1s truly cheeriug. A few more such shakes, and the Bap-
tst denomination will exist in name only—like “a lodge iu s
garder of cucumhers ) The Professor has found a gulph fixed
between the Baptists and Campbellites—Ah; and who made this
gulph‘! Did the Lord of his church, or the Baptist Associations®
il the latter did it, we deny their authority. If the lord did
it, we ask for proof. But the Professor lets us kpnow that this
gulph was passable before the Campbellites threw themselves
into the arms of the Ariins—Indeed! and hefore the umion of
these people, nvidiously called Campbellites and Arians. Lid
the Baptist Church permit their inembers to pass over to com-
mune with Campbhellites? And did they permit the Campbellites
to pass over. and commune witn then?—But since the union oi
these two bodies of Christians, the gulph is mdde as deep and
wide as that between Heaven and hell—it is inmpassable. Poor
Campbellites and Arians! 3hould the Baptists te on heaven’:
side of the gulph, your case is desperate, the Prof. being judge.

But, who are these Arians? It has long been used as a tern,
of reproach by I'rinitarians, and when once aflixed to a people,
right or wrong they must bearit. The poor, and pious Walden
€s were stigmatized Arians by the orthodox papists, and perse-
cuted to death? See Jones’ Church History. Were they Ari-
aons indeed? We have 3o frequently replied to this charge, and
Proved to unprejudiced mnds its falsity when appled tous, thas
We shall pass it by us as unworthy of farther potice. We un.
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derstand the design of such language. Orthodoxy trembles at
the_unwn between these two bodies of Christians; who have. fal-
len into each others arms, and determined to rest together on the
Bible alone. We believe by this despised band, Sectarianism
will die. B. W, STUNE, Editor.

QUERIES BY A. LANE, JUN. OF OHIO.
. Ques. 1. 'Was the Church of Christ established on the New-
Testament, as the code of laws, by which she is to be governed
in all hér concerns? [

Ans. So we have ever understood, nor do we know among us
of one dissentient.

Ques. 2. Is it important that all the members of a particular
congregatlon co-operate in all cases of dealing with offenders,
at least, all who may be present at the time and place, when and
where such offenders may be dealt with?

Ans. A particular church may be too large to attend to all
things. Yet the whole church should certainly co-operate in
selecting some judicious elders to attend particularly to such
cases. All the members of a church are not qualified for gov-
eroment. In apostolic times, governments were gifts of the Spi-
rit, which plainly implies that some nen were particularly quali-
fied to govern, and that others were not. The New Testament
goverament appears to be this. A congregation is formed. A
proper person is by the congregation chosen as Bishop, or Over-
seer. This Bishop is ordained by the eldership. His business
is to feed the flock—to watch over them—to instruct them in the
law of Christ, as the rule by which they must walk. If any
walk not according to this rule. he is to admonish, reprove, and
exhort them. 1f they still persist in iniquity, they must be ac-
cording to the law of Christ, cut off, or put away from among
them. But how?! The whole congregation are to gather to-
gether, and co-operate in doing it. 1Cor.5.4.5 But if al}
the church be not unanimous, what then? The voice of the ma-
jerity rules. 2 Cor. 2. 6. *‘Sufficient for such a one is this pun-
ishment, which was ioflicted by the majority.” So McKnight
translates it, and it cannot be translated otherwise without a
perversion of langnage.

Ques. 3. Does any Conference, congregation, or individual,
act consistently with the principle on which the church was es-
tablished, when they dictate measures, by which to deal with
transgressors?

Ans. No: unless those measures be plainly taught in the New-
Testament,

Ques. 4. 1s there such a rule in the New Testament, as plain-
Iy embraces all cases of trespass?

_ Ans. If the laws of our King do not plainly teach what is
might, and what wrong, who shall determine? The world of
christians have thought the laws of Christ defective, and there-
fore have multiplied laws, and codes of laws, to remedy the de-
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ject. This sentiment and practice have fiiled the world with
confusion, discord and strife. [t is one of the strong supports of
sectarianism, and anti-christianity.

Ques. D. Does the New Testament divide sins into classes,
as public and private; and does it authorize the church to deal
with offenders by different rules. according to these classes?

Ans. That sins may be classified into public and private with
propriety, I have no doubt; and that offenders, according to this
classification, should be treated differently, admits of no debate.
Matt. 18 treats of private offences—such offenders are to be
dealt with in a private manner, as there directed. But if the
offence be public, as in the case of the incestuous person in the
Church at Corinth, the offender must be publicly dealt with, as
there directed. But observe in both cases, the rules are divine.

Our worthy bro. proposed several other queries; but we think
the answers we have given to those already stated, fully include

every idea we could give to the others. [
B. W. STONE, Editor.

i REMARKS ON ELDER D. PURVIANCE’S COMMU-
NICATION.

In our last we promised attentien to this communication. We
fiave no controversy with our orother; for on the leading doc-
trine of his production we agree, viz; that a repenting believer
should not wait for an evidencee of his sins being pardoned, or
of the spirit being received; but should go straight forward in
obedience by heing baptized, and that he should expect the
blessing in obedience, according to Acts 2 38 89, Acts 8 12 18 8.
This was the gospel Peter by inspiration preached to the Jews
on Pentecost—many on that day obeyed, and received the bless-
ings. Peter bad just before received the commission from Je-
sus, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” The
Saviour strictly enjoined 1t on the apostles to teach nothing but
what he had commanded. We therefore conclvde. that Peter
understood the commission as he preached it—and as 3000 at one
time found this plan effectual for the remission of sins, and for
receiving the Holy Spirit, we therefore, think it a safe plan, and
have no hesitation in recommending ir to others. We also
think, that the Saviour has not devised two or more plans, hy
which we are to obtain'the same blessings. This would produce
ondless confusion in his kingdom. One would say, I obtained
remission and the spirit by the blood of Christ—another, I ob-
iained it by faith—another, ¥, by repentance—another, I, by
prayer—another, T, by baptism, &ec. Surely, there are not dif-
ierent plans, devised by the king, for his rebel subjects to receive
1is pardon, salvation, and the Holy Spirit! We are firmly per-
sthaded that his plan is one; but it includes all those mentioned
zbove. Are we mistaken, when we say, between us, and
Jro. Purviance there can be no controversy? Peter’s doctrine
‘n Acts 2 8880, we agrea, is whe truth, the medium from whici
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many have run into extremes. These extremes asstated by our
brother shall next claim our attention.

Ist. ““Holding baptism as a prerequisite to forgiveness, equal-
Iy with faith and repentance.” I would humbly ask, “What
saith the scripture?”  Does the scripture say, that one of these
acts is a prerequisite superior to the others .ader the new insti-
tution, for salvation or remission of sins? _ But we are saved by

faith—so Peter says, baptism doth nowsax - 2yt we repent

for the remission of sins—so are we baptizeu for the remission of

sins. . But Simon Magusdid not receive remission by being bap-
tized—nor did be receive remission by believing; for he believed
as well as submitted to baptism. One thing he lacked, which
was repentance. Had Simon believed, repented, and been bhap-
tized, he would have been blessed equally with others. Will
faith alone save! No. Faith without works or obedience is
dead Wil faith and baptism alone save? No. Simon’s case
denies it. Will repentance and faith without baptism save us?
Here is the whole difficulty. Were a Hindoo, unapprized of the
various opinions of the religious world, and coosequently . un-
biassed by any,—were he to read the New I'estament, would he
conclude that remission of sins and salvation were there taught
to be obtawned by faith alone, or by faith and repentance alone,
without haptism or by baptism alone! Educated as we have
been—circumstanced as we are.—prepossessed {rom iniancy in
favor of cerlain dugmas and these dogmas zealously maintained
by all the reputed orthodox for ages past—who among us cao he
unprejudiced jundges? But to the point: We have no cootrover-
sy with our hrother, whether baptism he a prerequisite to for-
giveness equally with faith and repentance. Hischarity and ex-
perience lead him to the apinion that many are pious, and for-
given, who have not been haptized. ,Our charity and experience
strongly iucline us to the same opinion. Qur opinivn leads us to
hope that the hovest pagan will be accepted of (God; and ihat
myriads of christians. ignorant of their duty, are acceptable to
God, and shall he admitted into bis everlasting kingdom above.
But should any, like the Pharisees of old, knowing their duty,
and neglect to obey, they reject the counsel of God, not being
baptized

Our brother thinks that Corneliasand bis house had remission
of sius, before they were baptized; and therefore they were not:
baptized for remission. We have ever felt the force of the argu-
ment, and have acknowledged it aditficulty. .We will, however.
stale a few undeniahle facts—that under the New institution, nc
lifference is made between the Jew and the Gentile, they are
all under sin;—that the same gospel is to be preached in all the
world. to every creature. beginning at Jerusalem—the same
things are required of all—and the same blessings promised te
all, through obedience to the gospel. We therefore conclude
that Peter did mot preach one gospel to the Jews, and another
™ the Gentiles—one plan of remitting sin and raceiving the Ho-
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iy Spirit to the Jews, and another to the Gentiles, 1tisa fact
that Cornelius was a devout or pious man, he feared God with all
his house—he gave much alms to the people, and prayed to qu
~always. Here is truly a worthy character, surpassed by few‘ in
any age. He was no longer common, or unsanctified, for l:()d'
had cleansed him. Yet this same lovely person was not saved;
for he was directed to send for Peter, ““who shall tel,l, thee
words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved.” Acts
11 14. What! he so pious, so benevolent, so Iengagcd in prayer,
cleansed, 2nd accepted of God, and yet not saved! So says the
scripture. And asitisdenied by none that salv‘anon,_and remis-
sion of sin, convey the same idea; therefore Cornelius had not
received the remission of sins, or had been saved according to
the seripture, previous to his baptism. But was he and his house
not filled with the Holy Spirit? Did they not speak with tongues
and magnify God? Can a person be a partaker of these. and yet
be without salvation, or remission of sins’—As well might 1 ask,
can a person sp ak with the tongues of men-and of angels. and
have not charity? Can he have the gift of prophecy, apdqundfr-
stand all mysteries and knowledge, and have not charity? Can
he have all-faui_:, so that he can remove mountains, and have put
charity! Can be bestow all his goods to feed the poor, and give
his body to he .urnt, and have not charity! We have no au-
thority to say that the baptism of the Ho:y Spirit ever saved or
cleansed any su’ ject of it. This baptisin was only for the con-
firmation of the gospel, and continued with the church ull this
end was effected, and no longer. The conclusion drawn by our
brother with many others that the sins of Cornelius were remit-
ted previous to haptism is not so clear. that we shonld receive it
to the rejection of the doctrine that the gospel to Jew and Gen-
{ile is the same. The subject may yet appear dark, bat iucreas-
ing knowledge of truth will, doubtless, remove the clounds.

No donbt. had Cornelius died before he heard Peter, he would
have heen received into heaven, and immortal glory; so that
baptism is not a sine qua non with regard to future bappiness,
and conseguently of forgiveness. | We are not disposed to say
that God cannot forgive without baptism—this we leave with
him, who will do right; but we are bound to declare his plainly
revealed plan, that he will certainly save and pardon every peni-
tent believer, who shall be baptized in the name of Jesus Im
this our brother cannot disagree. By endeavors to prove that
God can save and forgive without obedience to the command,
“Be baptized,” is to nullify the ordlga_nce, or frme_r it down to
a useless precept—a precept too, enjoined by our rightful Lol_-d
and Saviour. 1t strongly tends to confirm the unbaptized in
disobedience to the command. Is this the way to glorify oar
Lord? Let our charity be fervent; but let it never rise in con-

radiction to truth. it
t T:liuslcond extreme, mentioned By our brother, isin these
words: “It is admitted that faith, repentance, and a new heart;
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or a change of heart, ought to precede baptism—and yet sin not
remitted.” The texts adduced by bro. P. are not in point,
“Created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” «If any man be in
Christ, he is 2 new creature.” “No condemnation to them who
are in Christ Jesus.” Do not the scriptures represent us zs be-
ing in Christ Jesus by baptism?—<Baptized into Christ.” As
many as have been baptized into Christ, bave put on Christ.”
“In (en) one spirit, are we all baptized into one body,”—the bo-
dy of Christ.  All in the one spirit of faith, repentince, or
change of heart, are baptized into the one body, for the remis-
sion of sins. Our brother seems (o have forgotten that forgive-
ness is an act of XGod, not done in us, but for us—that this act is
done for those, who believe, repent and obey the gospel. On
this point enough has been said already.
Another great extreme bro. P. mentions, is, that some object
to the practice of inviting penitent souls to pray for them, ra-
ther than directing them to be baptized. We have taken the
New Testament for our directory; do we find any precept or ex-
ample for 1nviting penitent souls to come up to the anxious seats,
or altars, or before the stand or pulpit to be prayed for? Have
We not express examples in that book for urging such to be bap-
tized straightway? Does not our brother P. admit, there should
be no delay—that such should immediately submit to this com-
mand? I confess I see no extreme from truth in this objection.
But souls have been blessed in coming to anxious seats, &c. [¢
this a proof that such practice is right? Have not many pro-
fessed to receive a blessing from hearing Preshyterians, Method-
ists and Baptists, preach their various doctrines—is this a proof
that they are all right! But some. he says, make light of secret
prayer. Undoubtedly they are wrong, and should he boldly re-
proved by the righteous That prayer is a means of pardon, 1
shall never controvert, more than that repeniance is; but that
Saul was really saved and forgiven, because Ananias called him
Brother, is the same as to say. the persecuting Jews were saved
and forgiven because the apostles often called them brethren,
Anpother extreme from truth noticed by bro, P. is, “an undue
reliance on the act of' the creature.” This is truly an extreme.
and ought to be reprobated by every christian. How foolish ané
wicked would have been the blind man, who being commanded
Lo wash in the pool of Siloam, and he should be healed; should
afler being healed, say, come, see how I have cured myself.
How wickedly would have acted the lepers, who, being told tc
shew themselves to the priests, and who, whil¢ going, werc
healed, should boast that they had healed themselves. How
foolishly \would Naaman, the Syrian leper, have acted, had he
boésted that he had healed himself by dipping bimself seven
times in | Jourdan! Equally foolish and wicked are they. whe
say they saved themselves by being baptized. Inall these things,
did not the power of God manifest itselfl! True, had not thr
ulind map—the lepers—and Naoman obeyed, they weuld bavs

MESSENGER 19

~emained unhealed. Se et;xey, who know God’s command, and
: will not be saved.

Jb’%‘yh:;‘éertainly have run to an extreme, if any there be, who
insist upon baptism as the only assured evidence gf' the remission
of their sins. This indeed would e.xc_'.!u_de any divine communi-
~ation or internal witness of the spirit in the heart as‘endencs.
A murderer may receive an assured pledge of the Governor’s
pardon for the crime of murder—yet should he sin again, can
he reasonably conclude his sin is pardoned from the former
pledge! So a penitent believer may by being baptized have an
assured pledge that his past sins are pardoned—yet if ke sin
again, can he say, 1 was once baptized, and therefore this sin is
also pardoned? T'his would be similar to the conduct of manyd.
whose only evidence is, that they once experienced relxg.mn,;:n
therefore as they cannot fall from grace, they yet have it. xé
clude love, joy, peace. &c. as evidences of our acceptance, an
salvation, and there 1s nothing in religion desirable.

Our bro. P. thinks that we, the Editors of the Christian Mes-
senger, ‘“‘lean over alittle,” because three times on one page we
have stated certain numbers immersed for the remission of sips.
In this we may be faulty; yet editors do not like to alter the
phraseology of correspondents. We will be careful in future of
giving offence by using unscriptural terms. Bro. J. Ruge!';
may.hif he choose, answer for himself, what our old bro. has sai
respecting him in the close of his communication.

We add no more, but an expression of our high respect for
our old brother, and that we will endeavor to co-operate with hl_m
in brotherly warnings against extremes from trnth, whenever dis-

d by us. May the Lord keep us all in the guud‘al_:ld the
{:io:hetr?vay,y = : B. W. STONE, Editor.
-]

BAPTISM OF FIRE. .

As there. are those who yet contend for a baptism of fire, as a
slessing promised to all christians, and who yet pray forit, we
will submit a few scriptural facts, illustrations, and testimonies,
by which they may be profited. It is extremely important tc
ascertain whether it is a blessing, or acurse; for if it be the lat-
ter. those who are praying for it, onght to be better iustructed.
Let every mind then be prepared to give an impartial hearing,
previous to a decision. &pproaci}ﬂ:e subject as 1f the question
were for the first time brought before you. \ _
we"‘e' us then take for grafted, that the baptism of fire and of
ithe Holy Spirit are opposites—or rather that the latter isa bless
ing and the former a curse or punishment denvunced: and ex-
~mine whether these positions can be sustained. .BF referring
i6 the 20 ch. of the prophecy by Joel, 2%th and 32d verses in-
clnsive, it will be found, and ackoowledged, that this promise
tlainly embraces blessings.
s 'Pllg mmind being free :?1 reference to this branch ?f the pro;
vosition, there seems to be no debatable ground. This point
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being conceded, let us refer to the 4th ch. of Malachi, and exx
mine whether the 1st verse has not a direct reference to the bap
tism of fire. **For behold, fhe day cometh. that shall burn as ac
oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall he
stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up saith the
Lord of hosts—that itshall leave them neither root nor branch.”
{Read the chapter.) ‘Vhat farther notification were the Jews=
to receive before the coming of that tremendous day of punish-
ment? 1In the 5th verse it is said ‘“Behold | will send you Eljjal
the prophet, (to-wit, John'the bapuist,) before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the Lord.”

We feel assnred that none will deny that the two references
here presented are opposites—and that they are what we have
designated them, the former a blessing, the latter an awful visi-
tation of punishment.

Befare this g1eat and dreadful day shonld come. John was tc
make his appearance. There is n) dispute as to the time whex
John appeared; neither is there any dispute, we presume, in re-
lation to the time referred to in Malachi, to-wit. that the allu-
sion was to the awful destruction of Jerusalem, when upwards
of a million of them were destroyed Now whether the hap-
tism «f fire refer to this scene or not, yet every one must ac-
knowledge, that such a dreadful catastrophe might be very justly
represented nnder the figure of a haptism in fire. .

Ve now call the mind to a cluse exanination of the allusions
in the 3rd ch. of Vlat. where John mentions the subject. .Johu
came to prepare a people for the Lord. He called them 1o re-
formation, for the reign of heaven approached. Vast multitudes
flocked to him to ne haptized. confessing their sins. But when
he saw many of the Pharisees come to hig baptisin, he said “(h!
generation of vipars. who hiath warned you to flee from the wraik
to ao el Bring forth fraits meel for resentance, or as the mar-
gin has it, @' swerable to amendment of life. And think not tosay
that we have \“raham toour father,” e Theaxe is laid unte
the root of the trees; *‘every tree which hringeth not forth gnod
frail, is hewn down and cast into the fire.”” Now do yon not see
the | contrast kept up in this connexion?’—1st. 'he ohject of
John’s inission, to prepare a people for the Lord —to notify them
of the inpending vengeance. or “‘the wrath to com=.” Those
who refurmed, and turned from their evil ways, were assured of
safetv. as trees hearing fruit are preserved and cherished; while
thnse that were barren of fruit were to be hewn down with fthe
axe, now lying at the root of the trees—and they were warned
that it would “e nnavailing even to have \hraham for therr fa-
ther; for Ihe'; Liord had spaken. John baptized them, as he told
them, nnto amendment of life; “but he that cometh after me, is
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear; he shali
baptize you {en) in the Holy Spirit and in fire,(as Dr. George
Campbell rendersit.) Wark you; the contrast has been keptuj.
as to the good and bad character, under the figure of the tree—
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with the punishment which was to be inflicted, with the axe, upon-
the barren tree; and the blessings of reformation, in being pre-
pared for the reign of the Lord Jesus. And the personage, now
spoken of Lo them, by John, is represented as mightier than he.
He came to prepare his way—to make a people ready for his re-
ception, and had no authority nor power heyond that of baptizing
them unto reformation; but he who was to come after him, was
so much mightier, that he would baptize them inthe Holy Spirit
and fire:—“Whose fan is. in his hand, and he will thoroughly

urge his floor, and gather his wheal into his garner: but he wilk
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”” 'Here thesubject and
contrast is carried out as plainly as language can make it. He
speaks to the whole multitude, who had come tohim, He thea
began todiscriminate their characters, and explain his objects.
Reformation and the consequence, thereof, together with their
opposites. were fairly and fully presented. He was to cleanse
Ins floor—gather the wheat and preserve ir; whilst he would
burn the chaff or impenitent in unquenchable fire. o suppose
that the contrast is not kept upin this way, is to detract from the
benevolence of God, in' failing to disclose the awful consequen-
ces of nnpenitence. The disclosure is natural, rational and casy.
This explanation comports with the connection, as well as the
goodness of (God. And if the reference, 1o the oid Bib_le, could
be considered better authority. the 4th ch. of Malachi aad lst

_verse is quoted in proof

But we have further proof. After the Lord had risen from the
dead, he gave the commission to the apostles, hut, in the 24th
ch. of Luke and at the 49tn verse, he said, **behoid. T sead the
promise of my I"ather upon you; but tarry ye in the city of le-
rusalem until ye ne endned with power from on high.” So far
‘as | know, all admit, that the promise. here made, was the hap-
tism of the Holy Spirit. Tf so, you find that when he speaks to
his friends or his followers alone. he drops the fignre of the hap-
tismin fire. But lest there might he some one ready to douht or
dispute, as to what this promise was, here referred to, we will
present additional testimony. In John 14 16 fesus says “I
will pray the Father and he will give you another Comforter,
that he may abide with you forever;”’ even the spirit of truth;—
“whom the world cannot receive” Again; 26th verse—'*But
the Comforter whom the Father will send in my name, he shall
teach you all things.”” But again: Acts 1—and heing assem-
bled, he told them *‘lo wail for the promise of the ["ather which
ye have beard of me”—¢for John truly haptized with len)in
water. hut ye shall he baptized with (en) in the Holy Spirit, not
many days hence.” Sth verse; ‘*But yeshall receive power, af-
ter that the Yoly Spirit is come apon you.” Or as the margin of
the Bible has it. “after that ye receive the power of the Holy
Spirit coming upon you, ye shall be witnesses unto me hoth in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and unto the uttermost parts of the
carth.” Do you not discover in all this, that the figure of the
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fire is entirely dropt, while he is preparing his disciples, or the
apostles for his reign and kingdom? Do yon not discover the
blessings, connected with this baptism in the Holy Spirit? Do
}ou not clearly perceive how far mightier he was than John?

ohn could not communicate any such powers, nor pledge such
blessings. It was reserved for the Son of (iod, to promise the
Holy Spirit, whereby to qualify them to be his ambassadors and
witnesses, unto the remotest corners of the earth—and he not
only possessed these powers and promised such heavenly bless-
ings, as pardon of sin and eternal hife. to the obedient: but the
impenitent were warned of the impending vengeance figured by
a haptism in fire and everlasting destruction from his presence
and the glory of his power.

But again: All agree, that, if baptism in fire is a blessing,
it was enjoyed on the day of Pentecust. Let us then turn to the
2 ch. Acts, 3d verse; ‘and there appeared unto them clover
tongues, like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.” [t does
not say fire sat on them; but lke as of fire. But to clear all
doubt, the next verse says—*‘and they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit,and began to speak with other tongues as the spirit
gave them utterance.” Is there any difficulty ou the mind yet?
iuok forward to the 12th and 13th verses—*and they were all
amazed and were indouht, saying one to another, what meanctk
this?”"  Here we are brought to the very point. They were iu
doubt, and asked the meaning of this thing. 'I'v make it more
impressive, and important, that there should be a satisfactory ex-
planation of it—-others, mocking, said, these men are full of
new wine.”” But Peter stvod up and denied the false charge—
and at 16ti verse said **But this is that which was spoken by the
prophet Joel; and it shall come to pass in the last days (saith
God) 1 will pour out my spirit upon all flesh.” &e. After this
lucid exposition by the ‘postle Peter, who can douht? 'T'his
was the baptism in the Holy Spirit. ‘I'he destruction of Jeru-
salem was the baptism as it were in fire, iz my opinion; if not, 1
E{resume the allusion is to the final pumishment of the wicked.

ere we pause for the present, and will cheerfully listen to ot-
iections, and treat them with all candor.

J. T. JOHNSON, Editor.
GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

3 John, 1. “*Behold what manner of love the Father hath he
stowed upon us, that we should be called the sous «f (fod!”
F'rom the existing state of things, a question necessurily suggest:
itself. connected with the ahove heaven-boro seatiment. W has
manner of love hath the "2iher manifested or Lestowed or pre-
mused to those wiio bave taken to themselves the names of Bap-
tist, Preshyterian, Methadist &c. &e?  Now itis2n unhounded
2xhihition ormnanifestation of the love of Giod, that we shon'd be
called or named, by uim, his sons; but as he has never ardered
ar permitted s to assume any other mames than these in the
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New Testament, we cannot find, in the sacred volume, where
his love is connected with the names which his professed friends
have voluntarily assumed and boast in. Paul, in the 4th ch. to
the Eph. would speak thus: Now I, the prisoner of the Lord.
beseech you to walk worthy of the calling by which ye are called.
Now you are the sons of God; fellow citizens mt!l the saints,
christians; Paul, a prisoner, on account of preaching the doc-
trine of the Lord, concerning the -entiles, besought them, by
every consideration of his love towards them, of his suf_fcrlngs
for them, &c. to walk suitably to those honorable appellations by
which they were called—to support one another in love, with
long suffering, &c. carefully endeavoring to preserve the unity
which should subsist amongst persons animated by the same spi-
rit; and all to be done, by the bond of peace. \

To this unity they were bound by many strong ties; for there
is but one body comprehending all christians, or all the family,
and one spirit which animates the one body or family, with his
gifts and graces; as also they were called to one hope of the
same blessing, by their calling; one Lord to be confessed and
obeyed, one faith, and of course the same facts to be believed;
one baptism or immersion, by which they bad put on Christ; one
God and Father of all, Jews and Gentiles, who is over all, gnd
with all and in all: But to every one was given grace according
to the measure of the gift of Christ—and each should exercise
his own functions without envying others. [Now these gifts are
bestowed by Christ, for the Psalmist saith He took captivity cap-
tive and gave gifts to men—not to the Jews only, but to all na-
tions. *“*He gave or appointed some indeed apostles, and some
prophets, and some evangelists, and som: pastors and teachers;
and bestewed on them the supernatural gifts of inspiration, pro-
phecy, miracles, languages, and interpretation of languages; and
on some the power of communicating these, gifts to others, for
the sake, object or design, of fitting or thoroughly preparing the
saints for the work of the ministry or service of God, in order to
the building the hody of Christ: till they should all come through
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
to a perfect man, even to the measure of the stature of the ful-
ness of Christ,” &c. McKnight speaks of those gifts as follows:
The office of an apostle was to declare in an infallible mavner,
the whole gospel doctrine. Now to qualify them for this high
office, Christ gave them the inspiration, called the word of wis-
dom, 1 Cor. 12th ch. 8. \

. The office of the superibr christian prophets was to explaic
infallibly the true meaning of the oracles contained in the wri-
tings of Moses and the prophets. - To quahfy the prophets for
this office Christ gave them the inspiration, called the word of
knowledge. 1 Cor. 12th ch. 8. : _
The office of evangelists, was to preach the gospel to the dif-
ferent Gentile nations. To fit them for this, Christ gave then:
the gift of tongucs, whereby they were cnabled o preach toeve-
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vy nation in its own language; also the gift of miracles, for the
confirmation of their doctrine; and the gift of faith to enable
them to encounterdangers. 1Cor. 12th ch. 9. 1In this verse the
apostle does not mention all the spiritual men, but those only
who were ewployed by Christ as teachers. Pastorsand Bishops.
Acts, 20th ch. 2~th v. Their office was to discharge the ordina-
ry duties of the wanistry, in particular churches called their
Aocks. Tofit them for this office, Christ nestowed even on them,
the gifts of miracles and tongues; also the gift of prudence, to en-
able them to guvern their particular churches, in a proper man-
ner. | And leachers. whose office was to instruct the young and
ignorant, in the first principles of the christian religion. And
as they are mentio: ed both here and 1 Cor. 12th ch. 2%—among
those who had supernatural gifts bestowed on them by Christ,
they likewise must have heen fitted for their work, by such gifts
as were necessary, to the right discharging thereof. The things
which the Pastors aud Teachers uttered by inspiration, for the
edification of the church, are called, doctrine. 7 Cor. 14th ch.
6. “6-—and the delivering of these things in inspired discourses,
is called teaching. iom. 12th ch. 7.

By refereuce to the 1 Cor, 12th ch. 27th, 2Rth. 29th and 30th
verses it appears, that (zod placed in the congregation—first,
apostles. who »eing endowed with'the word of wisdom, from
them all must receive the knowledge of the gospel—RNecondly,
the superior prophets. who pussessing the word of knowledge,
are qualified to interpret the ancient revelations—Thirdly,
teachers who holdly preach the gospel throngh the world. ard
confirm it by miracles—next, those who communicate to others
the spiritual powers. ‘{'hen those who possess the gifts of heal-
ing diseases—Helpers, who speaking L'y inspiration tc the edifi-
cation of the church, are fitted to assist the superior teachers,
and to help the faith and joy of others—Directors. who. hy the
fft of discerning spirits, are fitted to direct the congregaiion—

;astly. persons who, baving the gift of speaking different kinds
of fureign languages, can preach to every nation in its own lan-
guage. ;

U'his splendid exhibition of the gifts of the Spirit, was de-
signed to effect a special object—and when accomplished. these
supernatural powers or gifts were to cease. 'This course of pro-
cedure corresponds precisely with the condition, circumstances
and philusophical opganization of man. and the course of prac-
tice man has been necessarily accustomed*to, owing to the facul-
ties with which he has been endowed. For instance, it may be
considered as infallibly true, that the complete record of a trial
produces as powerful results and the same convictions on the
minds of those who read, as the verbal narrative produced on the
minds of the original bearers. This may be considered a part of
the philosophy of our nature, if 1 may so speak.

The recorded fact, that Brutus stabbed Caesar is just as readi-
!y believed by the reader, as it was by the hearer of the verba!

L
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it is just as firmly :l:onﬁde:d in
' i tragedy.
i it was by those who saw the bloody
'It:ll]:'agtz];:rztl:g:g?saccording to the wise and benegol?nt ar-
= ot of Heaven—when the gospel and law of Christ was
mng?ll:}veeloped confirmed and stablished, the chu !:cl} orhcongre:-
ol of Christ would be fully competent to exhibit t e.m:.m;
A dom of God without the continuation of the apu; un
fqld msl‘his subject merits to be well undersloqd and el;l ora-
g;f;ts. for mistakes here have filled the world fﬂth spe;:u atmnf_
;nd_;piritnal delusions—and the character ﬁf God has been aw
fully traduced, degraded and misrepresented. . -
To the reflecting and candid mir;ld a few :lu;r;:s“r:;aéye ;DE:?D
il has wholly reveale k
fitable. After an apostle / iy ek
S ion—has confirmed his pretensions DY ©T
1:15 :f?f‘f,?w u:fth the truths embraced 1n his mmswn-—am'ltle:'i
‘t'l?: samE o, record for our perusal, what Emﬁt or ue::s;::: yns.“
there in sending another person thus qu?;zfi;?‘épe:;sl; quali%ed
i 1 But suppose another were
session of the record O R T
2 nat would be the character of bl : !
;nd:;n;;;;zw or different truths? All admit lha‘l. i}x)e :‘v?uif
ll;z;r the same tidings, or it would be an_evld?fnfﬁeos;mi t::-:::ifn
ion. Then upon this concession, 1 ‘ the
:ietgis?zl:it:d, accompapnied by El.le samfe or 3:; tn:;::;:;e:h :t ;:l‘,
different from first
what effect would be produced A Bt
Jed truths, contained 10
record produces? ’If the revealed B hovs:trathe
are of divine origin, as all christians s;.ihle Y
are fortified by a mass of testimony. IFTesiSLRI® T S B
parti e it. then it is entirely useless to 10sp )
;.?l};zgi ::: t:;;z lt;“ths, so long as I.hos:ai t ;;nl:s arz r::ﬁ;e;sg t;l;:r
as those truths are made credibié ot w
z:;?i:? tl;nsgu{ﬁcient testimony. [hus you see, that a ;]nancﬁr:;islt
have the hardihood to declare the truth, that Jesus is the iy y
tl:l; Son of tiod, incredible, if he deny the pumpetency 0 (;
{estimony accompanying it. And you discover thal we are Jllhs
az wise ays an apostle, if another were to apgear.'su iong as he
would be confined to a revelation of the same' truths. ‘ o
The same truths that enlightened, cheered anslﬁam‘.::‘::.::slinc;
hearts of men then, have the same power et ']ebh e aikes
and woaders. and divers gifts of the Holy Spirit Wh.ldc-' ;:',.‘.;.amwer
and established the truth then, and rendered it credi’ -i:his e
precisely the same purpose as
ject may be continued.

.tatement of the witnesses—yea,

they stand recorded.

3. T. JORNSON, Gditor

DOCTRINAL PREACHING. g
Bxiract from Dr. Skinner,of the Andover ’T'h.?ahg:.ca-f Insiitution
“ ['he prejudice against doctrinal preaching, so com:mon a

isti i y .nial, if we nistike not
monest professed christians, is too cougen’ o8
Withg:hcf spirit of iniidelity. 1t appears to conntenauce
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sidious scorner, who, hehind a veil of seeming veneration for on,
veligion, hides his unfriendly purpose; saying with a leer, Chris.
tianity is too sacred a thing to be reasoned about, and rests no:
upon reason, but faith, and is to be received, not understanding-
ly, but implicitly; not upon conviction, but upon trust. Should
any blasphemy sooner awaken the Christian’s indignant resis-
tance? If the religion of Christ be not defensihle hy sober rea-
soning, it is not capable of being successfully defended. If it
be not founded in reason, it is not founded in truth; and if not
founded in truth, it is the greatest of impostures, and Christians
are, of all men, the most to be pitied or despised. But if our
religion be founded in truth and reason, then may it safely chal-
lenge rational investigation, and not fear the penetration and
strength of the mightiest understanding.

There are things in Christianity, as there also are in nature,
above human reason, and which that reason itself evould never
have discovered; but that does not empower human reason te
discard those things, unless a mere sparkle of intellect has he.
come transcendent above the great Source of Wisdom wlence
it sprang.

It is, then, the greatest indignity to our divine religion, for its
preachers and disciples to decry reason as unfriendly to it, or to
discourse of it in a way which implies that its affinity with reason
is not perfect. 1ts worst enemies could do it no wrong. What
should we more desire that that a rehigion which is the perfection
of reason, should be subjected to reason’s severest tests!—What
more should we ask of an adversary, in order to his confutation,
than that he open the eyes and ears of hisunderstanding? What
ill consequence were to be apprehended? 1f the spirit of sect,
or some cunning deceiver hath associated with the (Gospel, dog-
mas which are not true, these dogmas would be detected and con
demned, but every word of the Gospel would be found to be pure,
as silver in a furnace of earth purified seven times.”

From the Standard.
OUR CHURCH IN IRELAND.

T'he following is from a sermon preached by Rev. James Mo
gan, before the General Synod of Ulster, on the 26th June
1832, entitled “The Foundation, Character, and Security o
the Christian Church:

The Presbyterian Church in this country, so far as we are con-
nected with it, has arrived at the most critical period of its hisfo-
ry, in these latter times. The Synod of Ulster, within a few
years, has undergone important changes; and if I mistake not
changes still more important are yet to be undergone. Ou:
church entered on the lahors of Christ’s vineyard, in this king
dom, with great zeal—she prosecuted them long, with unabated
ardor—her God crowned them with almost unprecedented suc-
~ess=—and our Jerusalem: hecame ¢‘a praise” in the 'land. But
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ity is not easily borne. Inprocess of time she left her
pmtsf:vgtii:: :ecame a”backslider from God, and too longdid she
ﬁrsm de’termined to run into final apostacy. She had been an
aluﬂ:hmnted witness for the truth, butshe knowmgly: pel"mltt?d er-
“nr to take shelter under her name; she bad mamltal.ned invio-
5‘::te the discipline of Christ’s kingdom, but the barriers between
3tlm church and the world she allowed to a great extent, to be ta-
ken down, she had burned with zeal _fa,l_' the Lorgl ?f Hosts and
the extension of the (Gospel, but llu_: missionary spirit had fiepgr-
ted from her, and she became inqnferent to .the evangelization
of the land; she had been distinguished for a hlgh_tm_:e of morals,
but many evil practices crept in and met not with a severe re-
oulse. This low state of the church has prevailed throughout a
considerable part of the last century; but we are now blessed to
see a revival. For some years there has been a grow%lg spirit
of impatience with long tolerated errors and abuses. Lately, a
vigorous effort has been made to cast off a heavy we:g.ht ttfhat
pressed down the moral and spiritual energy of the body; effec-
tive measures have been taken fo restore the church (o purity in
doctrine and discipline; and there seems generally to prevail a
spirit of readiness to obey the command of God by the prophet.
Jeremiab, “Stand ye in the way, and see. and al,fk for the old
paths, where is the good way, and walk therein. To all this
there is abundant evidence in the discussions that have already
taken place,.and the notices of importa_nt measures found upon
your books. Our church is therefore in 2 situation the most
critical and eventful. She has been roused from her le'lhar;ly&
and what she may do is a deep concern to her enemies a
friends; she has been moved, and what direction she may even-
tually take, we are solicitous Lo know; sh_e has taken _the attitude
of a reformer, and her acts will determine the destiny of thou-
sands yet unborn. Should her councils be wise and her measures
effective, she will become once more *fair as th: moon, clear as
the sun, and terrible as an army with banners; but should she
now take a false step, her hopes may be disappointed, and her ru-
inbegun. May God in his mercy, enable her to remember and
plead his promise with faith; “Acknowledge me in all tli,y ways,
and 1 will direct thy steps”—Lo I am with you always”—“On
this rock 1 build my church, and the gates of hell shall not pre-

vail against it.”
Religious Intelligence.

Bro. Joel Hughs of Columbia, Ky. writes Dec. 7.—“Brother
Steele baptized 5 last Lord’s day.”

il i been
Bro. H. D. Palmer of Carlisle, la. writes that 18 have be
dded to the church at Republican since August; and 25 at Union.

Bro. Wm. B. Dougiass &7 Fruits, Mo. informs us that 5 have
stely joined the chur:t: at that place.
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Bro. Luke Flinn of Troy, Mo. writes De '
20. there is a small church to which 2] membe?s :;velgeg:t;?igeas
b}nce last of August, 12 of whom I immersed, several of the rest
?{ the old Baptist Church. In and around Troy, we and the
eformers have united in one church of 24 mem bers' Additions
are made almost at every meeting, ' <

—

Bl"o. Da id H Ha ha ? i i J F . .
: ’v . ‘, wa erteE, Lew 18 CO.I'K Dec Ii 183‘2

Brﬂ. G. . Prabue Of (J‘Ias 3 . ri a I —ur

Eztract from Elder Saml, Botienfield,
WoobsrieLp, C. Nov. 26, 1332
L 5 b .
> I am glad to hear that tne cause of Christ is still prosperin
A your country. May the good Lord give success to the f
whea preached in anciept simplicity! (Amen.) We hay g'uspeh,
®pposition in this country; but the good cause is still ra id? e
gressing—additions are making in every direction,” e

Crinton. Nov. 27, 1832.—Canada

To the E«?m?rs of the Christian Messenger:—Trath is pain;
ground in Canada—people begin to inquire for themselges mlir
have been trym1g for a short time to teach the ancient os‘ 1
and blessed be God! my labors hayve not altogether heen ii vp_e :
bl_ncle the latter part of August last I haye immersed fo: th s
mission of sin, 15, and constituted a church upon the N;a %.re-
tament alone, of about 16 members—and, we trust, are bljvilt 2
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jes:us Christ ;.‘Ip--
wng the chief corner stone. We receive into fellowship al] wi:eq;

and who continue to justify their professio i i
cal piety. We are surmﬁnded bpy Sects:lwb}ro aal:-:se 2:; p?cud-
against us, and the priests and clergy are doing their utlzgol:‘.ut}

prejudice the people, to prevent their searching the seri t?: .
for the truth, by teaching them that the Bible is a dead II::al:tms
and that without some special ormysterious operation, they ¢ h
act understand it. We rejoice that Christ is King in‘Zior)a- and-
must reiga till all enemies are put under his feet, Co l:ian

but have some able and intelligent proclaimer of 'the aﬂci it
gospel, much good might be effected. Dear brethren, pra ?’EE
us that we may not be weary in well doing, and that we J;n::.l
nderstand, and walk in the truth—that we may be Christ’s dis§
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siples indeed. Being in great haste, I conclude by subscribing

myself yours, in the bonds of love and union.
DANIEL WIERS.

Rusu County, la. December 2, 1832,

Dear Brother Stone:—'The good cause is still advancing be-
yond all calculation. Since I wrote you last, I have immersed
about fifty; and others of the preaching brethren, H. Logan,
W. Thompson and J. Okane, have immersed a considerable
number more  Next ‘Thursday T have 2 more to baptize, one
of them a man that is laying low with the consumption, whe
says he cannot die happy without he obeys the Lord in that in-

atitution. Yours, in the Lord,
JOHN LONGLEY.

New Ausanv, [A. Decem. .r 1, 1832.

Brother Stone & Johnson:—Seeing that you frequently men-
ion the revivals of religion, and the goodness of Giod to a dying
sinful world, ¥ thought %would commnunicate some of the great
and good dealings of our Lord and Messiah to us in this town.
You know that our ears have heard. and, perhaps, some of our
eyes have seen some of the wonderful effects of the pestilence
that has ravaged almost all over our towns and cities, thronghout
aur happy land; hut we have great reason to rejoice in the good-
ness of our dear Redeemer, while other places are recording
the death of their citizens, their neighbors, frie::ds and relatives,
we have bhad the pleasure of recording the hirth and a new life
of many, (while the destroying angel has as yet passed by. Not
one of our citizens has fallen a victim to the disease, that has
swept off thousands in other places.) I bap-ized 14 last Lord’s
day, on a profession of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and
within about six weeks 1 have baptized 39 O! what reason
have we to rejoice in the goodness of (God! While others are
mourning the loss of their near and dear friends by death, we
are rejoicing with our sons and daughters, that are born into
the kingdom of our Lord anod Saviour, Jesus Christ. O! may

the good Lord still carry on lis work of grace, till all of our
neighbors and friends shall bow to the mild sceptre of King Je-
sus, and his name have all the glory.

Yours, in the bonds of christian fellowshi

SETH %OODRUFF.

Brethren Stone & Johnson:—Since 1 last wrote you, there have
oeen immersed into the peerless name of Jesus, |18 persons at
Mount Zion and Salem; at Hopkinsville, 3; at Noah’s Spring,
% at Cumberland Town, 6. n last Lord’s day a church was
organized in Hopkinsville with 16 members. On yesterday one
-gave her hand for immersion, and 1 think the prospects flatter-
ng in that place. The cause of God and truth are prospering
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with us beyond our most sanguine anticipations. The intelli-
gence of the progress of the Gospel in your Messenger is trul
cheering and encousragiog to the disciples. Can you not prevail
on some of the teaching brethren to visit us? I am, dear breth-
ren, in the hope of a glorious immortality.

W. DAVENPORT.
Nov. 27, 1832.

P. 8. Bro, Boon has immersed 4 near Mt. Gilead Meeting-
house, Todd county, Ky. Bro. Robbins arrived last night from
the union meeting of the brethren at the Rock Spring-house,
about 20 miles beyond Nashville, Tennessee. 31 were im-
mersed, and 4 added who had belonged to the old brethren.

W. DAVENPORT.
Dec. 3, 1832.

JamesTown, 0. Dec. 2, 1832,
Brethren Stone & Johnson:—In August, 1830, bro. Aylett
Rains proclaimed the glad tidings in our village and vicinity, and
1 was one among the first fruits of Jamestown. Since which
time, there has been a gradual increase of the body, which now
amounts to 106 names; all of whom endeavor to continue stead-
fast 1o the apostles’ doctrine, in fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in prayers, praising God. We meet on every firs
day of the week and shew forth the death of our Lord, looki
forward to him who is the author and finisher of our faith, an
waiting with patience for the redemption of our body.
Yours, in the Gos&el,
; . WINANS.

NasaviLLg, Dec. 15, 1832.
Dear Brother Joknson:—The good cause is advancing in this
part of Tennessee, generally. f: every neighborhood, the peor
ple are inquiring after the truth, and more than an usual number
bowing to the king of kings.
Yours, in the hope of eternal life,
MOSES NORVELL.

Dry Creex, Kv. Dec. 3, 1832,

Brethren Stone & Jokason:—On the evening, and next morn-
ing of the 27th and 28th of November, myself and bro. Josép}
‘Trowbridge had a meeting in the neighborhood of old bros, Wm
Masters and Jas. Bristoe; near 30 persons came forward and uni
ted in christian love and fellowship, and we baptized 11; and o1
the Thursday evening following, ] had meeting on Licking Rive
“ miles from my house, and 3 persons made the good profession
and on Saturday last 1 baptized them: and I baptized 2 the las
“unday in Nov. 6 miles from my house on Licking River in Cul
“+rtson’s neighborhood, and there arc 4 more at the same placi
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ho Lave made tlie good profession, and are to be baptized
WD

shortly: 1 am yours in hope of immortality,

J. G. ELLIS.

—

CINCINNATI, Jan. 2, 1832,

ren:—Since my return to this place last July, |
Der;d?;:tgr::snlre of intrzducing into the kingdom 50 or 60
o On a visit to the Rising Sun. Indiana, 2 short time
'ersoﬂslb made the good confession, and were immersed for re-
su;c#_a.n' and several disciples, who had not united with any
ml%“:'h since their residence in that place, and others, who had
e nally met for worship on the lst day, came out and agreec
?ccaift reéularly to attend to the institutions of the Lord. |
o :n ipate a second visit shortly to that place, and anxiously ex-
nn. 1{:{1(:; reap another barvest. Our accessions are regular and
3 tant in the city, and my time is so much taken up in watch-
?omthe interests here, that 1 have but little opportunity to visit
fag adjacent parts. We are greatly in need of zealous, intelli-
: e‘:lt ajnd daily laborers. “The fieldsare already ripe for harvest.
e Your brother in.the Lord, .
JAMES CHALLEN.

e ——

Bro. John Roberts writes from Crooked Creek, Kgi.) that {u
had just returned from a tour of 3 weeks. In New Li gty, i
says, there is the greatest excitement he has seen. l: wa;a
llrg(;d to stay and baptize and orgamze a church, but cm:q not.
ile baptized on his tour five—others made the good con ess!o;u‘
During his absence, bro. Wm. Walters baptized 12 in thanelg
borhood—he, bro. Walters, had previously baptized 22 at Flower
Creek, and 5 at McKenney's, which number we made meution

in our last.

———

Extract from Eld. B. Allen of Oldham co. Ky. Dec. 20, 1532.

<1 am not willing to close this letter without 1pfo’rm’1’ng you
+hat notwithstanding the “‘decrees” and “pmsqr}ptwef Irinfi?:
aures of the Association—with the violent opposition o ‘:}Ph :‘.
sectaries—the truth is prevailing mightily among us. 1 RJere
have been near 80 immersed ‘for the remission of their 's.ms,(i
and added to Harrod’s Creek Church within 3 m‘onths pasti)an ;
about 30 to the churches of Flat Rock, Goose Creek and ondu
Creek. These additions are from the age of 60 to lll years old,
both men and women; some 5 or 6 from among the f\letho.dlzts,
and one Presbyterian. U thgt they all may hoid fast their be-

un confidence firm to the end! . . .
s I wish you to publish in due time 1n your penhc;di;:{a:. {l[‘c(}‘ﬁ:z
please.) a three day’s meeting for us at (:ha:aoTv_eI 1;“ “:‘n’nd e
mencing the Friday before the 21 Lord’s day in May; & DA
athor at [faprod’s { 'reek, commoncing the Fridzr Hllowing—s



32 CHRISTIAN MESSENGEP

which meeting we particularly invite i P
5 g we p y our preaching brethren ut
In the common cause of our blessed Red i
myself your brother, eam]; r'al L;:l Ehﬁil;lsbe

1

Extract from John Rogers the evangelist, Carlisle, Dec. 27,

*“On Christmas day we concluded another four day’s i
bere. Bro. Js. Hughes was with me; ten made the yuodu::i‘::fl':sg-
sion. Some of them were important addition. geven were
immersed. Our cause 1s advancing greatly here. The sects
are more and more enraged. Truth must prevail.”

Elder H. Monfort of Eaton, 0., writes that th i
measurably flourishing at Oxford. About 15 m?]gfh(;d :;:sihlz
'tLrethren, 1 number, organized a church there; their nur;lber
1s now 23, and the prospect is good; and generally through that
section of country the people are nquiring after truth, and at
some of their neetings many confess the Lord. Bro. ﬁiunfort
speaks in high approbation of our union, though some brethren

says, do not likeit. He thinks with us, that all who oppoaé
siich union must oppose the prayer of Jesus, that all believers
might be one, as the Father and Son are one. He rightly thinks
that such union will never prevail, till all anger. malice and envy
(the very spring of persecution) be laid aside, and love becomz
t Ie‘bqnd. He gdds, ** When the world, and sectarians 'say thé
Christians have juined the Reformers, or the Reformers ilaw:
it:ned ‘;!‘e ;‘::mstiml:;, let us never mind it, but press forward in

rsuading the world to join C — i i
gl Ey ol (I\Jmen!)hn“ to receive his laws, and be
. Bro. H_ Os?orn of Illinois writes, Dec, 19, that the good cause
is advaaciog in Jacksonville and Carrollton, and other places in
that country. \rout two weeks ago, he had baptized in Car-
mlltup 3, and 2 more confessed their faith in the Saviour. The
churci at “arrollton consists now of 97 members. Hany il; Jack-
?_Um!l“‘f»' are lzq:urinq the way to Zion, who wi!l soon take the
iine, of marc ireat peace and unj i :
{'T'hanks and praise to i;-o?l for l:i:n T lulnly : iy A

| great mercy.)
'hi'r?ﬁ ;!.d:y.s.i'hs of Iamp';eljl co. Ky. writes, lan. 3, 1833—-
hat : 12 1as rac4ived Y nersuns i i
iized 2. \ppearances are good e e L

- NO e,
We have depesited Hymy Books in Cincinnati with Garrei
“apons fo! —in Sashvilie with Jdoses Yorvell—in Yaterloo. Ala.
m;f': “i! ‘-_ < olatthews——in Bowling-iireen, 3io. with i':]d. e
H hi:;q!‘:‘.-u:n ars, Ky, with 1 9. Vilson—in i ‘yuthiana, Ky,
T:.',;”',-' ].' -mm-tr'r. Drders to these gentlemen. with money
reconipanying. will be promptly attended o, EDITORS.

; g
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_ Essex, Virginia, Dec. 24, 1832,
Brother Stone:—1 received your Messerger for November, and’
am pleased to see you have noticed the proceedings of the Doyer
Association. There is no difference in cur views of sin, faith,
repentance, baptism, the agency of the Holy Spirit, the chris- |
tian unnistry, and the whole scheme of christian benevolence.
from those you have expressed‘in the Messenger. How these
men, after much “prayerful deliberation,” fover that preamble
-and resolution which was written two or three months before the
. meeting of the Dover Association,) could have drawn up such a
palpable misrepresentation of our views, at the associaiion, is a
mystery to me, and I wish it to remain sb. They have asserted
-‘that the Association was nearly upanimous in its adoption.
When, this matteris correctly stated, these men will find them-
selves ghilty of. what they have endeavoredto charge us with—
“demoralizing society.” " I was not dt.the association, and there
was about sixty members, as I have been informed by those bretli-
ren, present. 'T'he association, whehn fully represented, contains’
‘about 150 members. The preamble and resolution was filled up
‘before Broaddus, Micou, E Montague Ciaybrook, and others
saw it. The weiter being conscious ‘of its -not containing the
truth, as'you have cledarly proved, wanted others to aid him in
giving weight to his misrepresentations. Verily he hasreceived-
his reward, and' 1 can but feel for him;—He has by this, and
other acts of his;incurred such odium thathe has lost the stand-
ing Lie once had in the city of Riohmotd, and'thrown up his pas-
toral charge, When the committee reported, and the question
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upon the preamble and resolution was taken upon its Teception
and adoption, one of the members rose and observed, that some
men were upon the fence in politics, and it might be so in reli.
gion, and proposed that every member of the association should
be called on to decide, on which side he was. Elders Broaddus
and Kerr, both opposed an individual vote. 1t was then decided
by ayes and noes. How they could have said it was 2 *'vote al-
most unanimous,” when a great number did not vote at all. ag
ibey have imformed me, and ten or twelve was supposed to h:a.ve
voted against 1ts reception and adoption, proves what was their
object lor not calling upon every individual to vote upon it
You will find in the Religious ierald of the I4ih inst Mr
Broaddus’ ‘‘unfair representation exposed.” **Now [ r.call :
wondgr—yea, I cannot help wondering” that Mr. Broaddus diﬁ
not think ol the unfair statement he gave his sanction to. in the
association. But ler us take a peep into his cabinet garment he
:.;a.‘s dressed the proceedings of the associationin. First, be en.
deavors Lo sereen lamself, and well e may, from such"‘unfair
representation” of our views. He cannot, aud no other pood
man can undertake to defend such conduct. He asks “uﬁde:
such circurnstances. what else could be done!” He reminds me
of the J!:'ws that were conscious of having shed the Llood of the
Son of tiod.—tien ard trethren what shall we do? i answer.‘
they vuzit to reform. hese wen Laye produced this state o
‘;I'.m;:-:' hewselves  3r. Broaddus ad.ises one and all to reful-'m A
Hear him: “*Let ns aim to pursue and ineculeate a scripturai
Jourse, iu farth and practice; insisting on an increased attention
to the word of truth, and a progressive persoual hohwmess; and
in 2 word. PFFORYING, W!ENVAER WE CAN DISCOVER i’.EF;!‘u;M.:
¥ e I eaLLep FOR.”  (an Mr. B. be sincere in ths ‘ad-
vice ' si, how can he undertake to cut off from the bod ol
f,‘F!rh! those members that bave (ollowed his advice? e kn{nvr
tias 1s v hat we are doing; “REFORMING, W1 ENEVER WE CAN DIg:
VOVEit R' FORNMATION 10 BE CALLED For * Bt Mr. 1. wa;als tl:k'
*:_3-;3 -p::gl; unj;f lie takk s the fead in reformaiion; or cotil all thf;
Jsts will move ¢ togeilior Cthis is i
i.'m»ln; 1 stands cm:‘der,n::;:?: llt..l !i'uﬂg:"[”mi i mllr' “.“ia-t St
g i > ing bimself to be numbered
: Bijt he says. “‘the association bas taken this step with a view
'”r.l‘!i‘at‘-e-" What can hie mean by this? Does he intend (o di-
iile ‘m(. {mdy of Christ ve his members, and then voite them in the
Beuds o peace?!  Paul tanglt us. that while Jew and Gentile
I\\fl:u'.;Iw:nn. there was an exmity between them—and that *Jesus
.}‘ul\;.::! 1\;‘1*,"0:6[{1.;:{:.:::” O(flh:w':‘} By making l-r.:lfr'c o -e;_':'——ﬂl:ea!cing
oW ! partilion between us; having abolished
e hiv flesh the eumily, TO BAKE I¥ EIMSELF OF TWAIY ONE NEW
VAN, BU SIAKING PEACE; AND TEAT UE MIGKT RECONCILE BOTH
#a10 LOU IN GUR FODY BY TEE CROSS. AVING SLAIN THE-ENMITY
FHERERY; and came and preached peace to us which were ufi::
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off, and to them that were nigh. For t,i}rough him WE HAVE A€-
cpss BY ONE SPIRIT UNTO THE FaTaER.” :

I ask, does not every lover of truth discover that reformation
is called for among all those that are contending that dw‘lslpns
are necessary Lo make peace among the disciples of Jesus Christ!
PDoes not +¢guch doctrines tend to qur anize and ?em?rﬂll?ﬁ
society?”’ What! separate THE ONE BODY, THE ONE
NEW MAN, which JESUS CHRIST HAS MADE IN HIM-
SELK, SO MAKING PEACE? witha view of makiug peace?
It this is not crudifying the Son of God afresh, and putting him
to open shame, I cannotsee how it can be done on earth. If this
is not reviving that enmity, which was slain by the cross, and
destroying the unity of the body of Christ, 1donot know what is.

I have said these men produced this state of things;—yes,
they could bave preserved the peace and harmony of the church-
es. had they done their duty in the beginning l iniormed them
what would grow out of their countenanciog and encouraging
those factious individuals four years ago. 1 then advised them
to rebulce those that were endeavoring to prevent us from doing
what Mr. Broaddus himself has adsvised us to do,—and 1f they
would not desist, to exclude them for being factionists. But
unfortunately for Mr. Broaddus, bis vwn brother took the iead
in this husiness of creating intestine broils and contentions a-
mong the disciples of Jesus Christ.

Mr. Broaddus vrings in the union of the christians, so called,
and the disciples with you, as a cause why a separation should
take place.- lear him again: ~If we contioue in one body, we
must cither agree, that a system of religious views* some of
which were believed (upon what testimony but his own?) to he
subversive of u.ost important principles, should be propagated
amongst us, and receive our tacit sanction; or, we must oppose
such views, and thus exhibit the inauspicious spectacle of “‘a
homse divided aganst itself.” Such was the alternative. To
this T may add, that through the people called Keformers, we
found ourselves virtnally connected with the Unitarians and Ari-
ans of the Vest, who deny the djvinity of our Redeemer.”

Thus you will see he implicates us. You will, from the above
extract, sec the necessity of setting him right in this matter.
Please request brother Camphell to give your reply, a place in
the Harbinger, that he may know what are yours, and those
brethren’s views. But what sophistry does he use 1o the above
extract. Are we taughtinthe New Testament, that the views
of any man living, should be an article of faith and a bond among

*Mr. Broaddus knows we make no views of ours as terms of
fellowship, or communion and union. We have no doctrines of
our own that we dare impose onany man. The New Testa-
ment, as handed down to us, alone is our rule of faith and bond
of union among the disciples, with a good christian character.
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the disciples of Jesus Christ? 1f the Baptists have disciples dis-
tinct from the disciples of Jesus Christ, then his reasoning would
be just. But to call themselves the disciples of Christ, and then
make their views a rule for bis disciples, is assuming the place of
Christ. This is the besetting sin of thisgeneration. The inau-
spicious spectacle of a house divided against itself, is removed
by oce part of the family parting the other from his own house,
thereby laying a foundation for cnmity between the same fam-
ily. while they live!!

Or all the productions from the pen of this beautiful writer,
this 1s the weakest. He evidently is stranded, and without he
throws overhoard his cargo, or get help, will go to shipwreck.
He charges bro. C. and I suppose with him, all the disciples of
Jesus {’Lirst, that take not his views, but the New Testament
alone. as a rule of faith and hond of union with excluding all
the Paido-Baptists from the privileges of the lingdom of heaven,
‘I'his he hrings up to prove that the Dover Association has done
no ranIre than what brother Camphell, he says, has done, 1t re-
Jquires a magician to tell how bro. €, and the disciples can ex-
clude from the kingdom of hieaven, men that are earnestly invi-
ted to enter into this kingdom of Jesus Christ, according to the
constitntion and laws of the king. and they will not 1t is one
thing to exclude a sulject from his privileges that is within the
Eiigdam, and lives in onedience to the laws of our king, and an-
other thing to exclude one frow the privileges of acitizer of the
kingdom. that will not hecome a citizen according to the laws
of our king. "o exclude ouT oF Tt RixGDOM ol edient.snb-
Jects. without express authority fromn the king. 1s a nsurpation of
fis throne, and the rights of bis su jeets. e also says nrother
Camprell has “excluded lsaac Watts. Phihp Doddridge, James
Hervev, George Vhitfield, .John Wesley. Tuhn Newtun, and as
maoy others, now living from the lLord’s talle.” How men,
that were dead before we were hern. could be excluded by us
irom the !ord’s table, requires the wisdom of one that keeps the
keys of the kingdom.

He complaigs heavily aoout hrother {’s. saying, “there is no
patmos, jail, gr pillory, keawn in Virginia law, for those who
think diferently,” &zc. Now. 1t is a matter of fact. supported
by history, that when men fall to carry their peint, by revela-
tion or reasan* iz to demonstration. and resor! to nnmerical or
physical ferce|[to decide the contest, they have put forth ait the
power they possessed. 1f they failed. 11 was for the wam of
more power. What was the cause of the earth’s heing drenched
with the blood of the martyrs! They only differed from the
“‘views” of the |preachers of that day. The same cause wiil pro-
duce the same gffect under the same circumstances. is a self evi.
dent truth, Those that differed from the “‘views™ of the clergy.
they were pronounced heretics, and turned over te the civil au-

T
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(hority toatone with their blood for differing from the “views” of

i achers. :
m:}ro{.::i in the fellowship of the gospel of Christ,

THOMAS M. HENLEY.

QUERIES BY 1. M. APOLLUS, OF TENN.
Ques. Ist. Is the regeneration in Matt. 1928, and in Tit. 35,
{he same word in the original?
= \ 4 - -
a::::s 2? Did the righteous, or the wicked receive the bap-

ke s
i f fire. spoken of in datt. 3! { : |
B e S Jditor has answered this query ia our last

Ans. The junior § :
No.— o wl:i{:h I will adgi-—3_33. pa. 2. ; . frk,

The diversity of opinion is of little moment, seewng all of us
ee tnat the haptism of the Spirit was .rcc-cn‘ed_t}y the right-
eous only: apnd that all the wicked shall :::u;e_ lh_EI..l‘ pa'rl 13 tfxc
lake that burneth with fire and hrunstone. 1 this e c_.file the
baptism of fire, 1 will not cun‘te_ud. tine thing to meis cerl:‘nru
that the baptisin of the ‘loly 3pirit was nf‘.ﬁ'erd(l‘.sagn_ed l? p;‘ully‘
the suhject of 1t from sin; Lut only to c;m.:rm the gospel of the
liingdom. Tt continned no longer in tue clireh than after this
ond was accomplished—therefore, tids eud Lieing loog suite ags
compiisied Lais naplisn ha,:.j lrong since ceased; and should not

axpecled, nor prayed for. .

nml‘;u!:.ei:)i‘qumd', Does ‘no'.yh'rod give Lie Holy ipirit tothe:: 1_I|_:-.E
ask l:m! Do not all obedient christians receive the Holy jpa_rl_l..
Yes, cortainiy!  But this is pot the haptism of the Holy Spirit.
''his <pirn was given to sain!s 10 every age; but’ the baptism of
the ifoly Spirit was never given, till the day of | ﬁnlgcps.l.% :

Ques. 3d. Dues the end of the world 1 HTatt. 24, 3 25 2 anc
Heb. O 26 refer to the same penwd of time!

tps. Ftis evident that ‘len. U 28 referred particnlarly to the
{ime when Jesus died, called the end of the uges—all the preced-
e ages or times eunded 1n lnm at s \_1@.:1:!‘: anfi Iresurrrclmu.-—
Now ¢osumenced the sew age. the zge of Aiessiali, or guspel age.
To his disciples e premised, Lo | am with you .a[_wf“—" mr_e_r:
tinto the end of tha world, or the end of the age f'_ma age did
not vefor 1o the tine of his death; for ke spoke this after lus re-
smrrection.  Neitiier does Matt. 24,3 pefer tp the tume of his
death: tor ihe apostles, who asked the questign. never ooce
dreamed that ©hrist was to die. 1t sgems plain that these two,
last texts refer to some other period of time, different from that
in Heb., & 76,

'To understand the subject we must atteud to the three ques-
tions prowosed to Christ by bis disciples.  Ist. When shall these
things be? 2dly. What shall be the sign of thy coming; and
3dly. of the end of theworld? The first query grew out cf the
declaration of the Lord, “There shall not be left one stone (of
e temple) upon another, that shall not be thrown down,” When

agr
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shall these things be—this destruction of the
destructive judgments on the Jewish natiou,s;ggﬂet;yaggr%s:(ﬁ
immediately before. Chap. 1 23 35 36. This question is partic
lar,llyl answered by our Saviour. : -
I'he next query is, What shall be the sign o ing!
This question grew out of the last verse of lEe prigl]c{i:fg‘)r;ll::g:
ter, “Ye (Jews)shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall sap
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” The Ia'T!
meaning of which is this: The Jews shall again .see the I;tlem
Sl'ah; but not lll! t_hey believe in him, and submit to him 01: ca?;
him blessed. This event has not yet taken place, therefore ihis
coming of Messiah was not accomplisred at the destruction of
_.]erusalem, and the dispersion of the Jewish nation. But to thi
it may be objected. that Jesus did come to the dest::uction of J:s
rusalem. I must confess that so I once thought; but T cao o;;
find it expressed in.the scripture. We read in'l\'lall. 24 :J(I!]ol
seeing the son of man coming 1n the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory; but this was to take place after the tribulation
of those days, when Jerusalem was destroyed, and the nation in-
volved in midnight darkness, as they have been eversince This
comiog of Christ did not take place at the destruction of Jerusa-
lem; because Jobu often in the Revelation speaks of it as yet fu-
ture: “Behold he cometh with clouds, and every eye shi!l see
him,” &c.—Behold! T come quickly.” The Revelation wae
written near 30 years after the destruction of Jerusalem At
the coming of the Saviour, he will send his messengers to col-
iact his elect (the Jews) from the four winds of heaven, wher
_ﬂa_ey have long been scattered. I'his will be an awful eriodc
:}:ﬂé thsln “Jtehrus?lem ?inall (l;e trodden down of the Ggmiles'
re shall the Jews he redeemed i .
A s med, and the millennium com-
I'wo special comings of the Son of God are reco i
scriptare. his coming in the flesh. and s seco?;dc;:;li:lhe
3‘[,699 ;re}, !:11?‘ co!'m‘nge- in person;—as to his coming in his kiug:
om and abiding in his saints, &c. thi i
iy s 18 properly called his com-
I'he 3d Quey is, ““What shall be the sign of the en :
world. or of the age.” The disciples kuewgvery litﬁec;ﬁtﬁlft :Iﬁ:;
coming of Christ, and of the end of the age. ‘They had no idea
of his dying, rising' from the dead. ascending tv heaven an:i
coming again. They had been told hy Christ that he would go
away, and come again—that he should go into a far country to
receive a kingdom for himseif, and return, and punish those who
would nothave him to reign over them. They probably thought
that the far country, into which he was to go, was ltaly or Rome
where Casar Augustus lived, and where he was to receive the
kingdom of Judea from bim—and with the kingdom, receive also
an army to place him safely on the throne of David, and to cut
off his enemies. This they might have thought would be the end
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.of the age, oF of the period of time, when these events should
talke place. Our Lord, knowing their ignorance, and how hard
it was to heal it, describes particularly the destruction of Jeru-
salem; and plainly glances at his second coming and of the end
of the gospel age, or reign of Uhri‘st as medtator—whep he shali
bave put down all the rule, authority, and power, received fron;
the Father, and be subject to him that God may be all in al!

These ideas are humbly suggested to inquiring minds.
=i i B. W. g’I‘ONE, Editor.

Miuurorp, Onro, Nov. 16, 1852,

Brother Stone & Johnson:—Your pamphlet is read with inte
rest in this section of country. ‘I'ruth is gaining ground, thoug':
bitterly opposed. The people are becoming to believe that al-
scripture 1s profitable for doctrine, and bave a desire to under
stand and obey.

The question is frequently put to me, What was the trce o!
life from which the Lord drove Adam from the garden, least he
shonld eat thereof and live forever! 1 bhave written this by re
quest. If you think this query worthy of an apswer, pleas
give your views of it in the Messenger.

WALTER MARSH,

On the query above, we will make afew remarks for the satis
faction of our worthy brother, and others who may desire them
By the treeof life, | understand the tree or trees, which bore:
frnit 1 the garden of Bden, which frwit was for the sustenance
of the natural life of our first parents. In it was that healthfu:
quality, that had they continned to eat 1. they would never dic.
But after they had, contrary to the waraivg voice of God, eaten:
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. they began tr
die. Had they remawned in paradise, they wonld still have eaten
of the tree of life, and have perpetuated their existence, nov
afilicted with pain. and disease. ft was a merciful act of Ged
as well as just. to drive them from the garden, to prevent then
from stretching forth their hand. and taking of the fruit of the
tree of life. and so living forever in a mortal, painful state. Suel
an existcuce conld not be a blessing but a carse.
B. W, STONE, Editor.

F'rom the Gospel Luminary.
REFORMATION IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCIL

We find the following important statement in the correspou
dence of the New-York Courier and Enquirer, under d#te c
Paris, Sept. 20th: .
_ The new sect of which the Abbe Chatel is the chief, is mak
ing considerable progress in this country. Itsleading doctrines
as distingnished from the Roman Catholic faith, consists in th
danial of all human infallibility whether assumed by the Pope ¢
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they expect the ré-appearing of the Lord Jesys
witk them on earth thousand
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by the Episcopal councils. The service is conducted not in a
dead language, but in the living idiom of the people. The
priests of the new church are permitted to marry. There js no
mo:aopoly of the interpretation of Scripture. Meagre days and
abstinence are suppressed. Dispensations to i .
riage of persons within prohibited degrees are abolished. T'he
DPrevious existence of the civil contract is suffi

cient to warrant
the nuptial benediction, and

00 excommunication or other cen-
sure of the chureh, is available against the burial of (he remains

of the excommunicated parly in consecrated ground. |he
i e chosen by popular election. Six

the country, and three others are in a state of progress. The
Akbbe Chatel, the found er of this reformation, was 2 chaplain in
one of the regiments of the guards of Charles X., ana even af
that time had discovered some rays of the light which has since
dawaed upon Lim, A Sermon is announced for to-morruw by one
of the priests of the new faith, in which the infailitility of the
Zope aad of couneils is to bie openly attacked. Unbapp:ly, how-
ever, the rreach people 1a general hold religion of any kind n
sch soveraign contemplt, that there is litt]e hope that the new
sect will make mych progress. especially in Paris, where infideli-
¥ aad seeplicism are almost umversally prevalent, | 1s said
-hat the delay which has taken piace in supplying the bisiwopricke
which have fallen vacant since tl i ’
B sv.ne degrez, been owing to the difficulty of finding three pre-
‘ates who would consent to assist at the consecration of the bi-
shop elect.  fn the case of the new bishop of Dijon, it wes foung
Becessary to apply fur a dispensation to tie Pope, to allow the
fousceration to take piace by one memuver of the episcopacy in
place of three, and even for this oue 1t was found necessary to
2ppiy 1o a “Spanis)h refugee, the pishop of Larthagena. the vnly
preiate of Spain whose constitutional opinions have sent hun in-
tc exile. 'T'he othor ishopricks which haye rallen vacaut . those
o! Versaiiles, Beauvais, and Chalons, have been sipplied b
ciergymen less nawelcom: to the elder dignitaries of the church,
through the interposition, it js said, of her Majesty the ueen
of the French, to whose wishes ii. Gifed de PAin, the present

minister of Pubiic Instruction and of worship, has not refused
to yield his cousent,

LY

From the Christian Watchman.
THE MORMONITES,
" Siit,—Dwelling as T do among a peogle jcalled Mormonites,
ey sometimes call Mount Zion, at
and where, at no distant period,

to live and reign
years,—I; have thought perhaps
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, to inform those who may feel interes
it n?’gh't {mtizx? at‘zt:hfif ::gject, that although there has, from _ﬁ::lt
ed 10 ﬂ:'a or five ‘hundred Mormonites in all—men, womncé
% lut"l:!mrn—arri\red at this place, yet thereis no ap_pearaD o
and Ch.‘ﬁ rent from that of other wicked places. The pe l!:vé.
A ??nk and some get drunk, suffer pain and disease, 1
iz apdl_;; oti}er people, the Mormons themselves not exc?p ir:
and dI: ! lare there can be no true church where the glﬂdo_ ::1] i
i t;'ctotl ues, of healing, &ec. are not exhbited an fcthem
acles, OS e?-al o’f them, however, have dle(li, yet none o !
ey ised from the dead. And the smk,unhapplly,seenit
g h\teen r?-;?th to be healed of their diseases. One Woma:]};at
Lo tolc;avdiclared in her sickness, with much con‘ﬁdptice,[hou-
:llxl:a ;gou,ld not die, but here liv: .adqddrell_[f{t; :tltt’l;r[;i:::lea it
ly she.died, li 'y
Ll T el of working miracles. healing the
i aﬁ.er& Th’?‘{;:ll lll:ﬂ:z? however, agre not seen to he drone;
Re. &fc. ig.to'be done. People therefore who set their _:czf
R e 5;1sa nt Zion of the West, (which by the by is on a si fed
for‘;:;l:lz Lm::)tumuch elevated.) must calcula e on hemg&::a:&iogimvé
i ieve is said of the place, or expe
1 1eve all that is sai place ¢
Irhl‘hl.‘-;i}s’a gs:nman 10 any new country of the West. ol s
i af the Mormons as a sect, T am prepared to s;n); :r S
t that they seem to be made up of people of ev ynd s
cgpd Shakers, Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians a phieid
e a d s;me have been of two or thre_e of these diffe )
bBlIltﬁS-‘aﬂ they hecame Mormonites. Their best prereqms}or.
B s oo tin; ‘of their expected Saviour. 1t §ho_uld ;eem r
e '.'@-9'9!; is theirpoverty  There is no d_mml‘hui t at.':n::)_‘
:t?leﬁ'er:*u}f)t: '\)::n‘t of the necéssaries oféli:'e.ﬂand }]:v:lﬁor?:fﬁ(;shi[;
i im Lazarus. Bn ey ly ellc
I?a:-lt:‘liffr:r;;:':f:::;hszgi?t'?es. Bible Societies, T'ragt societies, u‘r
su’?‘(l!2jirrsgrs'iolt?::ll.eé:-?;t" and celebrated preach_ef, E}:)i:;ul}ilgz
don 'lel'la- us the Tpistles are not and were not g“oet;‘:er i
atru.ctmn but for the instructipn of a peoplelufh?tn 5 e
,;‘ar removed from ours, of dlﬂ'en_an't 1ahits and m e
00“11“'5‘;] different teaching: and that it is altogether in e
78 1:;.ee mE: take the: Fipistles written for that peoplf.-]s:t at
3y l?l:‘.lug w?)rld as containing suitable instruction for t _us__-peb
Slo o il ;e'a eof the world. The {zospels too, we are g:fe:vey
ﬂznﬁttolsndgenland, are so mutilated and altered, as lt-;ezge Wy‘;
little of the instruction which they should cumlr;:y;x S
are told a new revelation js to be sought, is to b fltered s
deed is coming forthwith. Our p;eseg;]]i?;ﬂaleﬂl's;t;re:ent, i
: imiti urity, . pres
;?B:;;e%r;dl,t iurc;l :c::;gebgoks yto b{a added of great importance,
which have-been lost.
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__ They profess to hold frequent converse with angels; some go.
if we may believe what they say, as far as the third heaven, and
converse with the Lord Jesus face to face. They baptize, say-
g, “I, John, the Messenger, baptize thee,” &ec.

_More secretly, they are said to impart to their converts the
2ift of the Holy Ghost. They profess to know where the ark of
the covenant. Aaron’s rod, the pot of Manna, &c. &c. now re-
main hid. They who can believe all this, will no doubt expect
2 aviour soon, and without hesitation will worship the first ob-
‘ect that may be proclaimed and presented to them for that pur-
pose. .

I'he last preaching I heard of theirs was a most labored dis-
course; its object was o prove that this place, here fixed upon
by the Mormons as their location, ds the very Meunt Zion so of-
ten mentioned in Scripture. This alooe, it shonld seeur, would
be asufficient index to the head or the heart of the preacher, and
the belief of it a sutficient index to the reading and understand-
10g of the hearers. '

'Il'heir possessions here are small, very small, compared with
their numbers; something less, T believe, than four sections of
_land, which wouid cost but little more than three tl.ousand dol-
‘ars,  Tweaty acr-s1s the portion assigned for each family to use
and improve while they continue members of the society; but if
they leave. they are 10 g0 out empty. Some in comfortable cir-
eunstances at the “'ast bave spent or given to the society their
little all in coming t 1+ this land of promise, and now find them-
selves in no very envia |le circumstances, looking here and there
for labor, and women going to wash for thewr neightiors of the
world, to supply themsel . s with the necessaries of life.

The idea of equality is held forth; but time will show that
some take deeds of iopertyin their own name. and those too of
the most zealous and forward in the causeand prosperity of the
society. And perhaps they do not pretend, like Apanias and
Sapphira, to have given all to the society; yetit is a point of du-
ty they most rigidly enjoin on all their proselytes to cast their
all into the commonstock. Under these circumstances, it needs
o prophetic eye to foresee that there will soon be a murnuring
of the Greeks against ‘he ebrews. ludeed there already be-
gins to be some feeling and some defection artsing from this sub.
ject.  There is much reason to believe they cannot hold together
fong. With Theudas, it is more than probable they will soon be
scattered and brought to nought.

The very materials of which the society is composed must af
length produce an explosion. Yet judging from the past, and
from what our Saviour has told us of the future, that there should
be false Christs and false Prophets, showing signs and wonders
so as to deceive, if it were possible, the very elect, we may well
look on this new sect as omiqous of the latter day approaching,
and callieg upon all to watch ‘and pray, and to give good heed to

MESSENGER. 43

word of ourSaviour, where he says, “Go ye};wtp?%r[;‘i"em'
ther follow them.” Yours, &c. - lﬁ32' XLEY.
nolndependence, Jackson co., Mo., Oct. 12, 1832.

DR. MILLER ON REGENERATION.

Gospel truth is the grand means whici God employs Sor the sanc-
P tification of sinful men. 1 :

We are not to sappose tlh.a} Trath iskabl?l‘(;jfi 3“;1?:5 ég ;;r&)edélc;;
the sanctifying effect of which we speak. Eite uleatesh sackit
d, our text tells us, through the trut i—that is, by
g;oiif:s the instrnmenila:} ca:;set;l nc:}trbiyh:alswoa\'::l\ 12{!13‘;3? Ensov:l(:;

- pri : e truth, d xod, " 18
‘a‘ss:ofdn;?at?e i%:il:-ilt.”' The power which wields al is d“:}::f;
Without that divine e!n:rgy,, i‘lt Wonldh};fdar?);:.tf:i?l? alfr:g:lng‘i-
2 word. "hough it were
‘;S:f?gico;.h:;d £llh all the &uchinc eloquence lh'a.l ever atlenfied
an angel’s address, still never wonld it slay 2 smgl:]ctﬂ-rr;ﬁ;lz::
or peuetraté .eﬂ'ecm?ily to l_i:c seta'(r of Ir;whr:rlnr:}erl:::‘“:; ieart e,
tiun. in a siogle soul, were it not horne ho tt i

i lied by the almighty Spirit of God. We may say
iﬁ::?g;y:gﬁ as an;r other saving inﬂuenf:e' on the }sm;)l (;fol::]a?"
“*pot hy might nor,by power. but hy my Spirit, sallt 1 the a‘e”; Ty

X second caution, to ~e ever horne in and,w 1en li':(lnl I“[;\ 3
ting this subject, is, that the '-l_nly =pirit.in appl_\'mgrl (Te :iinner
the nnderstanding, the conscience. :’md_ the lnclart Uj ln')”sf.l'_:jf';':
does it in @ manaer fully consistent with fis liberty an; rel.:l,; ‘?'hé
#y as a moral ageut. N violence is done to any facu :);vers e
trath is so exhi ited. aud the intellectral and aclrv:e {J“ biice
the sonl, so henignty influenced and wrought n;'mr).li:ua ._;]—1;'{:‘
py suject of this influence is not forced agaif\st‘lqs‘m -
iinade willing”” to receive and ohey the trath in the love : “.f
Heis not w rén_u;hl. uponn, as a wnrkman_ope:mteﬂ npon a pt‘m::‘ant
inani nate matter; or as an officer qf justice drags a Ea “rnent
eriminal, contrary to his inclination, to a place of cudnd r;z;eﬁ “;
But by an almighty and sovereign moral Enﬂuenpe. addr gL
hin as a rational creatare; an influence immediately imp e

on the soul; an influence hy which "\e is made to see the| l:casr!dp

bleness and excellerce of divine thinas. and to give "ﬂ 1S lpr:]se:;
prejudices and rebellion;—he cheerfully m_1d cmﬁa;i _w“lazzi :i}uﬂ-!.’
the right way.aad yields lumsglf‘ ta Hle‘fervlce nf'h vod, ;t’mﬁes
the redemption that 1s in Christ fesus.’ It has been som a;ion

asserted, indeed, *hat man is aclive in his mv_n'regener‘mre:
This doctrine is either founded or a quibble, or lt{lf a]g*_ro.iaha i
s7. Tf it be intended to say, that the power of God 10 L 1:“ :
»eneration of asinner is exerted not upon inert matter, lr; ti?e
on an active being;—that the moment he 1s made ah;e. h):nta.
power of the Holy Ghost, he begins toact spiritually an -::[i‘re >
rily;—that in the instamt of his vivification, he becomes
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llizlt{ﬁzﬂ'gft_mn gn}:l_choxue;—it is, doubtless, true: and there is
controgex?s‘cut;mp ain of, but a vague expression, and a needless
ol ti about words. But if it be intended to convey the
ot thatet;mn'er originales, as _well as exercises his first holy
e tr; e ehpnn_czp!e_ of obedience, or the cordial disposi-
Sttt fry’ which is prior, in the order of nature, to all holy
tivit’y- 2 ELom \;hlcb they spring—is the product of his own ac-
Fotm ;vhich ::Elr . that in the: pruductllon of 'lhat state of the soul
e the} exercises flow, the sinner is not acted upon, but
e b s f:lq;lseguent_:e is obvious. The sinner is the au-
the Holy S i:;r.l ife. He__lls regenerated by himself, and not by
et ﬁ{ﬂ@?mn;s ‘.?]nd, of conrse, the whole Bihle doctrine of
el te e only source of sanctification is virtually
ke;thfntﬁ?::vaﬂd lz;.]st pfeliminary remark which [ heg may be
e 5, lhat the mamer in which the Holy Spirit ap-
el to the coul, and hy means of it renews and sanc-
g el 18 unl{nqw_n to us. 1 mean that what may he
bt :ﬁ_}‘.:lﬂsop{zy of this bappy effect. 18 heyond our compre-
it,j_istetl; . rteb wind bloweth,” said our ivine aster. ¢ where
e cr)'u hearesi the sound thereof. but canst not tell
i {hfﬁ;n?t‘  or whither it goeth; so is every one that is
ok éjml. M we cannot unfold the philosophy of nu-
understand huw that Spirdt who made every ety e can I
_ Spirit who made every facult d i
them every moment in exercise. can reacly d i -y‘fm' et
upon them without impairing their libert i bk Loy
trol and purify them, by the instrum ' lyl" S i
and thus transform them into his own eiz’u:g'léy ‘:i e o Lvaths
! { f tite essen
;»:alr;r;isc.tm:wf [:Ez ;er;! .lsiafmre q); mnisuh'o:r. in any case, Orsmc:nq;
ject, we othing. urely. then, it is no w
ve cannot explain the mﬁ'ure and {rror":ss cl::' :?::1 d:?'?:e;athat
lon by which the spiritually dead are “made alive to God T

h < - ] \ |
(I;]M.‘-\RE&P-; ON DOC. MILLER ON REGENERATION
. Coming from so respectable a sonrce as this di i :
ing fror _ ssertationd
:;(tl):iesh;cm%;lt, as we do. fo be the very sense in which ((ijlis dﬂ?jz
g eld by the generality of those. who profess the christian
ndg_ n, and being firmly persnaded that it is anti-scriptural
;1 Hgn}grwus to the souls of men, we feel constramned to notice it.
aanc:?ﬁ rst position is, That truth of itself is unable to produce
< ml can?n_-——t_hls effect.is produced through the truth, that is
o _‘;ignlsl of it, as the instrumental cause—the.sword of the S'pi:
vﬂi;ld(:clicb lzi::s: mert and powerless as any other sword, unless
Slpirit. y divine power, or savingly applied by the almighty
' To prove all this, but on it i
v » but one solitary text is advanced, and thi
:;:; forglr‘gf;n from Eha oints to be p:oveg, as the wliolf’s conte::i
Jews. e textis Zach, 4 6. “Not by might, nor by power,

A B
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but by my Spirit, saith the Lord.” . As this scrap of the Holy

.

Seriptures i

¢- often introduced, and much relied on by the mo- -

dern orthodox to establish. {his doctrine, we will search for its

‘true meaning.

Zech. 4. 6. 7. “Thisis, the word of the Lord to-

Zerubbabel, saying, not by migbt (an army, marg.).nor by pow-

er, but by my Spirit, saith the

Lord. Who art thou, O great

méuntain, before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain; and he

shall bring forth the head stone

with shouting, grace, grace un-

toit,” The prophet herepredicts, the deliverance and return of
captive Israel from Babylon, called by him a great mountain,
and by Jeremiah “the destroying mountain.” Jer. 51 25. This
deliverance from Babylon was effected: not by might, or by an

army, or by hunan power,

but by thé Spirit of-the Lord. ~But

how was this deliverance effected by the Spirit of the l.ord?
“This is plainly declared in"the two last verses of 2 Chron. and in
the first verses of Ezra. «Now.in the first year of Cyrus. king
of Persia—the Lerd stirred up thé spirit of Cyrus, that he wade
a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put 1t also in
writing, saying, Thus saith Uyrus, king of Persia. All the king-
doms of the éarth hath the Liord given me; and be hath charged
me to build him an house in Jerusalem. Who is theré among
you of all his people? The Lord bis tiod be with him, and let

him go up—let
the Lord God of Israel, (he is t

him go up to Jerusalem, and build the house of

he (36d) which is in J srusalem.”

On hearing, this proclamation. the captivity of Isreab. under
their leader Zeruhbabel removed from Babylon to Jerusalem, ;
and began to bumld the temple of the Lord When the founda- .

tion was laid, the people shou

ted with a great shout. Bzra 3,

Now, is it not plain that the salvation; or deliverance of Israel
from oppressiqakﬁahglun, was effected, not by human might nor

power, but by the

pirit of the Lord by Cyrus Do nut the

great Doctors of divinity koow tliis plain fact?, . Why then tor-

ture plain scripture, and force

it to speak a different sentiment

in order to' ¢stablish an unscriptural system?

We cordially agree. with the Doctor that the truth is the™

means, ot ingtrumental cavse o

salvation. ~When he says. the

Spirit:- this we firmly believe.
as inert and powerless as any

f sanchification, regeneration and
word of Ged is the sword of the
. But when he says this sword is
other sword, illlwielded by the

Almighty Spirit, we must dissent. Toussue ‘asentiment seems

to berder on a calumny of the

scriptures. against which senti-

ment the infidel would oot object. -If it is inert anu powerlessy
‘Paul would have been ashamed of it; but.he says, “I.am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of (zod unto
salvation, to every one that believeth—that iteffectually worketh
in them that believe. -**The swoj:g;;of the Spirit is as inert and
powerless, as ary other sword!'’” “Now, as the sword of the
pirit is the word of Gdd, then is the word of God as inert and *

poirerless as any other'word,

even the word of 2 man, even 3s
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an 1
old almanac or as, in commoh phrase, an old newspaper. If

thfi;‘l?e ml:;t alibel on the scriptures we know not what is.
mean:uir v:lfs?gree with the Dnctor_ that the word of God is the
L thé iy rument of our sanctification, and regeneration;
ik w¢=.-m::¢a between our views of the application of the
repl‘esent:s the acknow]ed‘ge, very great indeed. The Doctor
e e word of God as the means used not by us, hut
s wordporrl Gtodsgncufy and regenerate the soul. We say, that
b Fd DL tho S:s given by the Spirit to us, as the means to be
besieh rati{n ¢ l pirit, but by oursqlves, in order to ohtain the
Lidan lt]l’n salvation, and sa'ngtr_ﬁcatian of our souls. The
R pwlfi i ehsword of the Spmt'mto the hands of the Spirit
e ,euer:[: ;e.wlelc!s‘ upon the sinner with almighty power,
A %‘qp o elli imm.  This sword the Lord puts into our hands,
e R Srser;es are to use in order to obtain these hlessings
gl I;\m of the Spirit, which is the word of (30d.” As’
i R Bflii?;?:vl ;‘)Sl([hfe p?]wer?flﬁod futo salvation to eye-
~—hul to the unheliever it is powerless; sim-
gllznha:::léze lu_a does not believe and obey 1t. (j)n the Uactsr:r"'s
sinner-—-these‘-'ils' reversed. !“!ere 1s a poor, unbelieving, dead
St il ol pirit takes the inert, powerless sword. and wields
aicks mdlllg 1ty power on him—by the stroke he 1s made alive or
o ”9- ot sanctified and regenerated. Now can it '.e said, that
whegn; irpis wlas the means of saving. or regencraling this sinner
et p:[:}:'n ;,he work wasdone prior to faith 1o, or obedicncc;
salva'ifn 1?;L | Paul says that the gospel is the power or Ged to
o ieen '}e'\?':ery one that f-e]let'(_:s; nt the Doctor will have it
i d":f wer of (iod 1o salvation 1o the unl-elieving sinner,
o llerence indeed!—“These are written. says John, that
{t?:i !_.r:!gi,'_ﬂ believe that Jesus is the Christ. the <on of Gud: and
$ie t.hz 1;;:0;:30:: might have life through his name.” But'ducs
["OCHr represent (he sinner as stricken hy the sword
“?fmad? alive prior to, and withon! faith? ' :
tl:edgr.?spgpl he the means of regeneration or sanctification
we wm;! h:lmhly ask. why is it not effectual to this end 1o all
sml:f-‘l"s. ’ he|[Docior’s answer is at hand. hecause the \ough-
ty rl:jll'lts oes pot apply it—does not wield thi- inert. powerless
SWo fn}pmduge this effect in them. The apostle Paul answ l"s
dlﬂerinl_}'-—the very reason :ssigned by him is. that the gospel
preac Ed_ to them, does not profit them. hecause not mixed wrilth
faith in tlEem. that bearit. On the Doctor’s principle, the sinner
is |>]al;ne_l§ss !0 bot heing saved by the appointed means; hecause
the A ﬂ:ilghty Spirit did not choose to use this means to f’:ﬁem that
end, aﬂd unless the Spirit used the sword, it was iner{ and power-
;ess,rdan 1herefore of no more use to the sinner than another
h;v:oh 55 Ew can G_od say to the sinner, Why will you die?
ght Dot the sinner justly say, Because thou dost not apply, b
almighty power, the truth to effect life in me. How conid hg
say, ““Asllive, saith the Lord, I have no pleasure in the death of
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the wicked, but that the wicked turn-from his way and live;¥—
and yet God refuse to use the means, or sword in his own hand
to effect the work!—God is declared'to be ‘“not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance’’—aud yet
will not use the means with almighty power to effect the thing
willed by himself!!—God asks, <“What more could I have done
that 1 have not done?”—and yet knowing, that though he bas gi-
ven to sinners the meéauns of salvation, these means are as use-
less as an almanac'to thieir salvation,and that unless the almigh-
ty Spirit do more; that is, use these means himself with his di-
vine power, they cannot be saved! To us universalism appears
more consistent,and indeed,'seems to grow out of this system.

The Doctor endeavors to palliate the doctrine, by saying that
according to his plan, no violence is offered to any faculty of the
sinner. We receive it as his opinion; but no farther. Bat
should this opinion be admitted, we humbly ask, is no violence
done to the sacred oracles—Is none offered to the character of
God! Isno violence done to the poor unfavored sinper. in God’s
making him proposals. to which he cannot accede, and then
damning him eternally; because the Almighty Spirit did not
choose to wield the sword, and regenerate him? '

The Doctor finally rasolves all 'into mystery, the dernier re-
sort of modern orthodoxy. ¢The wind bloweth where it listeth;
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it com-
eth, and whither it goeth; so is every one born of the Spirit.”—
Yés; we hliear the sonnd of the wind, and see and feel its effects.
So we hear the sound of the Spirit, ia the scriptures, and feel his
divine effects in regenerating and sanctifying our souls. T'hig
effect is produced in us by hearing, believing, and obeying the
truth, or the sound of the Spirit in the scriptures. Does any ex-
pect to hear any other sound or’voice of the Spirit than in the
scriptures’—and does any expect to receive the Spirit, or his
operations, but by faith and obedience? If he does we should be
glad tosee it proved by the scriptures—any other proof to us, is
as light as air. : - I

We repeat our unwavering conviction, that the word of truth
is the means of our regeneration, sanctification, salvation, and of
every divine grace—that this means isg__giveq to man by God eur
Saviour—that he has required man to believe and obey it in-or-
der that he may obtain the blessings If man does not believe nory
obey, these blessings he shall not obtain. . This we believe to-

be God’s plan of saving sinners. 4
B. W. STONE, Editor.

UNFAIR REPRESENTATIONS ‘EXIPUSED. ,

Under this caption Mr. Broaddus, in the Religious Herald, at-
tempts a justification ‘of the Dover Association for excluding
from their body a number of preachers for thé crime of differing
from them on some points in their religious creed. The third



48 CHRISTIAN :
and last reason assigned by him for their exclusion is this: “that

through the people called Reformers, we found ourselves-virtual- -

ly connected with the Unitarians or Arians of the West, who

deny the divinity of our Redeemer; for have they notthere be.-:.

come one people?”.

- This is one of the most extraordigary reasons for excluding
the dissentipg brethren, that we-have’seen recorded. ‘It is true,
that many congregations of the people, called Reformers, and
many of those called Christiaus, stigmatized by unkind sectari-
ans, as Unitarians and Arians, have hecome one people in the
complete sense of that-term. But what has this todo with the
Reformérs in the Kast! “They may have been as ignorant of us
in the West. as we are of them. The errors of Reformers in
the West, surely‘shonld not be imputed to those in the East; es-
pecially when they were united by no written ¢ompact, no asso-
ciation, no conventional constitution, As well might the Bap-
tists in England exclude all Reformers there from their bedy,
because a few eformers in the West of America had wickedly
“become one people with the Christians, whom malicious sectari-
ans had agreed to style Unitarians or Arians; names with which
Catholics hranded the poor Waldenses of old. for the same pur-
pose, tosink then in the estimation of the warld, and to justify
themselvesin cutting them off by death. : N

ir Broaddus seems to have forgotten the simple and indepen-
dent form of government of the Baptistsin their best days. The
churches were not then bound together by an anthoritative creed,

-or hy a dictatorial association.’ They were free to think for

themselves without thedictation of ghostly Bishops. We wish Mr.
Broaddus and his brethren to know, that the Reformers and
Christians in the West became one people, not by the decree of
a general council of Bishops assembled; but we were drawu to-'
* gether by the spirit of truth as taught by onr common Lord, and
experienced hy us, the subjects of his kingdom.
Lest Mr. Broaddus may impute to us. under the very general
-and indefiaite terms Unitarians or Arians. sentiments which we
disavow, | will state once more, that we firmly believe in'the
Father Son, and Holy Spirit, and every thing the scriptures
speal of them. Ts not this enongh? Ormust we believe more?
We know that hoasting orthodoxy helieves and teaches more;
but we dare not receive such teaching from them, more than
from his infallibility at Rome.

B. W. STONE, Editor.

-« SIGNS OF THE TIMES.,

The unprecedented success of the Gospel wjthin the last year
—the present favorable prospects—the crowds of anxious and
intelligent listeners—the kindness and affection manifested to-
wards us by many of the members of the orthodoz establisments
“=the disposition which prevails, more and more, to Jay aside
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fuman creeds and speculations—the divisions:which are con-
':l::;‘::'tl ‘taking ‘place ;P;g‘ngat the__S’_e__c,ts-_'—aqd the increasing de-
sire, daily mamfesting itself amongst the pious:and intelligent®
in every direction, to rally to the only true standard, the word of
"God—all, all these are mostifavorable indications in respect to-
‘the progress and finak triutph of puye and vpadultereted gospel-
principles. ‘Those principles'ws bave, we trust under God, been
endeavoring to disseminate. ‘Whether wge have presented the
only foundation and uniou, we are wﬂlu;g to test by that word
which is to judge us at the last day. We will not condescend
to vilifyiog epithets or blackguardism. ~ Those who have neitlier
arguments, nor reason, nor scripture authongy to offer, !:nave of-
ten used such weapons; and we leave them in the undisturbed
enjoyment of them. We do not expect to appear 10 Heaven
with such expressions in our mouth—aod we thank God that we
have no disposition for such spleen, or rancour. - 2 i

We desire to encourage a spirit of toleration and forbear-
ance—a spirit of freedom and independence which seeks not to
please men at the expense of compromw the truth of the
Glospel—a spirit of love apd union amongst #Hthe real friends of
the Redeemer : .

Schims are talimg place every year, in those estahlishments,
which claim and exercise the right to make laws.for the church
of Christ, and who boldly mareh to the work. Cur leader ne-
ver designed that sach arrogant pretensions should prevail; and
‘therefore, he 1s now, through the efforts of his faithfil soldiers,
and his blessing, giving them to the moles and the bats. g
< Many are ashamed of their human creeds and isventions,
They begin to deny that they have any, except the word of God.
And although some of their churchgs bave adopted the Philadel-
phia confession. of faith, as their creed. many of the members
will declare that they, never read it, and that it does not contain
a true expose of their views, &ec. r ; :

The presumptuous aftempt, to make opinions a test of chris-
tianity and a bond of fellowship and union, has been‘and conti-
nues, a freitful source of dissention and division. - y

In illustration of_this truth, cast your eye over the Baptist de-
nomination. Division upon diyision has been effected hy those
yery persons, who have dared to nsurp the law giving power, '
Associations and churches have, with the horn of the heast, dri-
ven many of the pious and intelligent christians, from their bo-
som. And now that they begin to look within znd contemplate

themselves, they discaver more evidently tbe seeds of dlsuolu-_y:
tion, which will shortly end their career. If we turn our atten-
‘tiom to the Presbyterian Sect, we find they have been, forsome
time, on the verge of division. 1t cannot beotherwise, 80 long
as they make philosophical ndtions, whether true or false, a part
of the christian'scheme. The differences amongst them, are as
great and digersified, as with any other sect. - And the charges
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issued, from their periodicals, against each otlier, indicate great
mahgnity and heart burning. Such heterogeneous materials can-
not exist together. Such is the character of their teaching,
when compared with the infallible record, that whether they re-
wain united or divide, as a body they must fall. Suoch bold at-
tempts at aping the governments of the world,—the increase of
oflices, &c. evidently to provide for favorites and to prop a hu-
man system, which ever ilches to take hold of the reins of go-
vernment, canoot long maintain 1ts ground in the fac: of an en-
lightened public, and in the full blaze of the Gospel, which is
designed to put to shame all such splendid human machinery and
human wisdom. Cast your eye over the Baptist Nect and you
discover ils agony is far from heing over. The year 1533 has
been ushered in by a division at Paris, 10 the congregation over
which bro. (i. tiates has long presided with great piety and abil-
ity. The minority, heing 4% in number, as we are informed,
could not longer tolerate their brethren, and withdrew—thus
adding fresh testimony to the oft repeated trath. that upinions
and inferences. as tests of chirishan union, instead of drawing
and binding christians together. are the hest means of severing
the ties of christian love and fellowship  Brother (sates is oue
of the mild.st, most amiabie and enhightened christian teacher
in Kentucky—yet such is the repulsive tendency of speculation,
and a false philosophy, when cunnected with the ehristian reli-
gion, that it cannot make allowances for differences of opinion.

The Baptist congresations aronnd us seem to he under the in-
fluezce of revolutionary principles.  ¥or some time. the sizns
of dissulution were portentous.  The lines hetween Ualvinism
and 'ullerism have heen more distinctly marked. “I'he parties
have placed themselves in battle array; and here in our neigh-
borhood, some bold assaulis and passes have been made.  1fnl-
lerisiu seems to he ou the decline at present. l.ettors lLave
been taken Hy several mmembers. a part of whom Lave rallied un-
der tlie standard of persoral. particul .r and uncounditional, eter-
nal election.  If the goodness of their cause he tested by their
zeal fur the doctrine, then indeed there wonld be s me founda-
tion fur its truth: hat so lung as men have the oracles of truth
i their hands—the love of it in their hearts, and an unhiassed
mind to examine thuse oracles. sieh dqetrines cannot more than
survive the present generation, if the signs of the times are any
index to the future.

Both parties maintain their opinions with great tenacity. when
contending with each other: hut when they meet a heretic, as
they are termed, or Campbhellite, they forget their antipathies
and unite in opposing him with all their combined powers.

What is peculiar to each party is. that they fear to hring their
forces iuto the field of fair and open and manly discussion. Al-
though they depend upon eternal election and irresistible spiri-
tual operations, and claim to be the subjects of such operations.
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they fear to come in contact with the truth as presented in the
New Testament—becanse they have seen and felt its irresisti-
ble influence. Many of their friends have bowed to the majesty
of the truth and left them. This has been the constant action
of the word of God where it has been listened to by unpreju-
diced minds.

Their losses have been so great, that they have tried almost
every expedient to put a stop to it. Restraining orders have
been found most effectual. |

It is very easy for a man to proclaim what he pleases, when
there is no person to answer, and present the objections, wheth-
er of reason or scripture, 1o his views. We have heard some,
with great apparent self gratnlation and in a triumphant tone,
tel! their congregation, that the (Gospel was not Lo be preached
to sinoers; but that it was the gospel of the kingdom, and assuch
belonged exclusively to christians who were in the kingdom.
What did the Saviour mean when he said, T came not to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance or reformation? To whom
did John and the Saviour preach, when they said, repent, or re-
form, for the kingdom of Heaven approachéth?! Whoin did Pe-
ter address in the day of Pentecost, when he gotup. and replied
Lo the sunmises and questions of the Jews? Who were they,
that heard what hesaid* were pierced in their hearts, and cried
out. ““What shall we do?” 1’0o wnhom was Paul seut to annourice
or preach the Gospel? To whom did he go and preach? It is
much easier to ask these questions, than for those to answer
them, whose system compels them to evade their plain and obyi-
ous and necessary import. Ve do pity such delusion, and trem-
ble for them, when thus sporting with the word of i3od. Let all
such read attentively the 2d ch. of Paul’s 1s! letter to the 'hes-
salonians. - Vlark the emphasis commencing at the 13th verse—
“Ior this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because,
when ye received the word of God. which ye heard. of us. ye
received it not as the word of Ynan, hut {as it is in truth) the word
?f God, which effectually worketh also in you that helieve.”
Tere the emphatic declaration is that they received the word
spoken to them. not as the word of the apostles, as men, but as
the word of ‘3od spoken through the apostles, and it effectnally
wrought in them, that helieved it, *#or ye hrethren, became
followers or imitators of the churches of God, which in Judea are
in Christ Jesus: for ye (Gentiles) also have suffered like things of
your own countrymen, even as they hav of the lews, who hoth
killed the Tord Jesus and theirown prophets, and have persecu-
ted as: and they please not (3od, and are contrary (or the ene-
mies) of all men: forbidding us to spéak to the Gentiles that
they might be saved, to fill up their sins alway: for the wrath is
come upon them to the uttermost.” Let every unprejudiced
mind read and consider, in what connection, and for what cause,
the wrath of God came on the Jews, to the uttermost—that is,
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been generally pleased, and much edified. But 1 must say, that 1. Roman military officers mentioned in the New Testament.
fo{ -thellaat-year, I have read it with more interest than common. At the time the Evangelists and Anqgtlesmrgtg{b lrltl:g Romans
A [T L «..--».-e]-h!nnn«.t}\qp.,m.r(mhAnﬂJ!"r.f.n;r_f’ I T R and especiany v uike Acttidne rrami=n alonnet sy ?.lﬂl 1,_331 gy |
would he profitable 1 so great a worlk. 1 was much pleised swwriters have derived from them melaph?l‘ﬂ Qf-(i expressions al !
with a hin. from the pen of Brother Matthews, to young preach- singular propriety, elegance and energy, fof animating Chl‘ls‘llail.ns |
ers, who seem to think it enough to have truth on therr sides to fortitude against temptations, and to constancy 10 ”'_e !3_“_’[_"5”
truth 1s powerful and will prevail, but only in the bands of those sion of their holy faith underall perﬁecutmns.a{ld also for ﬂ.l“;n,l; |
that aremade pure by it. . _ ... _. lating them to persevere noto the end hahe fower of Autddia, when
important work, to be found endedvoring to keep the unity of overlooked the temple, was always g:&n:;s_oned by a lggwn of
the spirit in the bonds of peace! This comes within the spirit goldiers; and that, on the side, where it joined the porticves of
of the Saviour’s prayer in John 7, where he prays, first, for his the temple, there were stairs reaching to each portico, by whu;h
witnesses, and not for them only, but for all them that should be- company, hand or detachment descended, and kept guarf]p:n
lieve on him through their word, tbat they all melEs _BF ps Imvlla’ toc Ligoeas auuw R et 3| R i
rites.—Since the date of my r Ry
ession in the bounds of this
| ‘
Ja.d ﬂiﬂrﬂﬂlﬂm( . but agai vuuce e sanle egect.  rrom tnis re-

he 'ltm%%h"'cé AL, Ul LIS 1910, v uves e
. that rescued Paul when the Jews were beatin
ded to kill him. (Acts 21.31, 22, 24, 23, 26.) »
o allusions, in the New Testament, to the military discip~
armour, battles, sieges and military honors of the Greeks,

cemnialla af tha Ramans. are verv u_um_er_q',“.,. L e

mark|let us all profit; for if the gospel believed, and otieyed in
primitive times, made such christians as loved one another, that
glorified God, and were useful in the world, the same eflect may
yet follow; for we certanly have the faith once delivered to the

g him and
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LIBERIA.

The writer of the following letter commanded the James
I il ,kig%,_wbgﬁ fruit of their p;lient perseverance!
'he Liberian colonist, on the contrary, has a climate nniform-
y warm, but by no means so hot or uncomfortable as I was led
0 suppose, from the geograpical sitnation of the country, the
hermometer rising oo higher than 83 at any time duriog my stay;
nd, with very few and trifling exceptions. I am inclined tn ho.

;ll?:r;:idvy- ;;ry considerable, is rapidly increasing

icans, Mnglish and I'rench; and during the 1‘ime
only 12 days, the harbor was visted by the Fng-
Favorite cruising on that coast; by 3 English

1 3 it isdeemed a rare occur-
L L e

 oppositiun made to the benevolent plan. bLef |
our attendance to the meetings of the society,
e dime to pay our annual subscription. We
our favored nation will yet be convinced of the
11 as the j!!iliﬂ":f.‘_il’r‘;_ﬂ .‘_..ntrermwtu;':..lll%'i ..an.!'.‘iaﬁf!d
»eboyt oveafrasig CONtTast, in my opinion, with

and experienc
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Per-

i ~n emamant

Rsv. R. R. CurrLey.

Appended to to this letter are many extracts from gentlemer

and ladies of Virginia, T'ennessee, Mississipp1 and North! Caro-

lina, to the sectretaries of Colonization sqc‘ietien wishing tn'knfnf
! hpw and when facilities could be affosiiony.  African Rep.

East Dennis, (Mass.) October 1, 1832,

Dear Sir:—Permit me to offer a few remarks from my own
ubservation, during my voyage to Liberia in the James Perkins,

in relation to the preseat prospects, &c., of the colony, so recent-

al 2d_there.
welfrg?){l%d lsf?r?ndutl:‘fl?ns.

On the Sahbath. T attended public worship at the Babtist
church, and beard a very impressive and useful sermon delivered
by Mr. Waraiog. one of the colonistss, whose hearers were numer-
ous, and the whole services performed with that devout and ser-

iane_ attantine amd oo d 1 :

e; and the liberty and happiness of more than_ﬁOOi)- N 1 [
aves and free colored Americans, now testify to

i manumitted sl
s, who landed on Plymouth Rock. inasmucih | manumitted s
rigours of the long and tedious New Eng- ‘ these assertions.
bat, together with numerous hordes of hos-

beyond the reach of any friendly power to
ngs. Ye&__what bless: he mang_mi
> I:.:.-.- : : A

I am, respectfully, Sir, l
Your obedient Servent,

SETH CROWELL.
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' pressions diminish. The most of those who have lately reformi-

ed, Jooklat slavery in the light of truth, and turn from the sight:
with sighs and tears.—They are well persuaded that this state of
things cannot existin Melenial glory. More light and piefy will
utterly remove the evil. Christians in deed will do right, if
they bave to make great sacrifices 1n doing it—they will forsake
father and mother, orothers and sisters, husbands and wives,
houses and lands, and slaves too when convinced of the evil, for
the kingdom of heaven’ssake. If they will not do this, says Je-
sus they are not worthy of me. The plan is now propesed to ali
to free themselves from this evil—I mean, the Colonization so-
ciety. Let christians avail themselves of the plan, and speedily.
lest death forever put 1t vut of their power

Let all curist: .as indiguantly frown upen the practice of men
buying up droves of negroes for wmarket, and chaining them to-
gether, avd driving them likke nrutes, regardless of their tears,
which fluw at the constant recollection of being torn, forever
from the loviug emoraces of parents, or children, or wives, or
husoands.  Uan a christian do this? In the fermer days of ignor-
ance and darkness it is possinle— .nt in this day of light, we must
doubt, B. W.31UN, iditor,

a-r.ﬁ b b ,.‘S.J‘aiz,-

Elder Wm. Kinkad., died 10 New-Baltimore. Qhio. Sept. 20
1832, aftera long and patnful illness. It stands confessed that he
was A geeat and soud mz2n—emlnently usetsl as o ]"I{'et:;.{t:]et’ ot
the +ospel—aund veloved oy all wau seet koew wim. e vore
kis il dvions as becometn saints, and died as o2 bved held and
unwaveriag m faita and nepe.

i S0 at her mother s oo Big lagle, the 4th of February, 183:
inthesavauteeni : yearo! ner age, the amiasle, :.E:_.umu-;g and ve-
Joved Ay Snrzaeer.  lERNDON. She was the uuly s rviving
daughierof ber w wdowed mothier—npever was ainother olest with
o mure tender, atlfection und Auritur davghter; and tever did o
wotaer more aifectionately doat uponaciald i éeath disre
girds e deares? 1es. Ahe Las lett ner mother and turee wroth-
s to weep—ste uas lelt a world of toil and 1xbor 190 10 Jaud of
rast, we hope. (e =he fervently prayed for mercyl—2aud she hac
tefi a memento w7 o all ber yonog irieads.,

NOTICE.
“'e retarn our tbanks to the patrons of the Christian Mes.
senger, for their undiminisiied zeal in its support.

We trust that their punctuality, in inaking remittances, will
evinre the progress of the reformation in deed and in (ruth.—
Punetnality in cngagements is essential to Christian character
and the ceatincance of this work. BDITORS.
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' pressions diminish. The most of those who have lately reformi-
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the kingdom of heaven’ssake. If they will not do this, says Je-
sus they are not worthy of me. The plan is now propesed to ali
to free themselves from this evil—I mean, the Colonization so-
ciety. Let christians avail themselves of the plan, and speedily.
lest death forever put 1t vut of their power

Let all curist: .as indiguantly frown upen the practice of men
buying up droves of negroes for wmarket, and chaining them to-
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husoands.  Uan a christian do this? In the fermer days of ignor-
ance and darkness it is possinle— .nt in this day of light, we must
doubt, B. W.31UN, iditor,

a-r.ﬁ b b ,.‘S.J‘aiz,-

Elder Wm. Kinkad., died 10 New-Baltimore. Qhio. Sept. 20
1832, aftera long and patnful illness. It stands confessed that he
was A geeat and soud mz2n—emlnently usetsl as o ]"I{'et:;.{t:]et’ ot
the +ospel—aund veloved oy all wau seet koew wim. e vore
kis il dvions as becometn saints, and died as o2 bved held and
unwaveriag m faita and nepe.

i S0 at her mother s oo Big lagle, the 4th of February, 183:
inthesavauteeni : yearo! ner age, the amiasle, :.E:_.umu-;g and ve-
Joved Ay Snrzaeer.  lERNDON. She was the uuly s rviving
daughierof ber w wdowed mothier—npever was ainother olest with
o mure tender, atlfection und Auritur davghter; and tever did o
wotaer more aifectionately doat uponaciald i éeath disre
girds e deares? 1es. Ahe Las lett ner mother and turee wroth-
s to weep—ste uas lelt a world of toil and 1xbor 190 10 Jaud of
rast, we hope. (e =he fervently prayed for mercyl—2aud she hac
tefi a memento w7 o all ber yonog irieads.,

NOTICE.
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persuades the pecople that th id noFindes _ . . i i d thi
Fiva tha thy bnonn e 4 o ndenatad. o iog's Bt o e pepaatancs. Hirop experiviocd v

I _ T oy oy I 2L -uu: Uy d slD1e S O ), K10 1
e distinguished honor of being spectally called, qual- - sects was his lot. . pgrselcutwn o3 $he

, by the Spirit of God, to preach the Gospel. They 1 Exactly in' this state is the world of proféssed Chris(i
d does communicate to every man whom be designs ! This is the. state described in the script]:Jres by the tl:::rlna!g;b
y his Spirit, a sense of his duty in this ease. just as {lﬂﬁ—th-ls 1s the reign of the man of sin, which was to conti 3
i { repent- 1