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INTRODUCTION.

Kor eight years have I Edited the CHRISTIAN MES.-
SENGER, in Kentucky. I have labored to make it profit-
able to my readers, and have received assurances from
many, that my labors have not been in vain; and these as-
surances have been strengthened by increasing patronage.
I have removed to Illinois, and have feared that some of
myold'patrons would discontinue their patronage on this ac-
count. I assure them that no exertions shall be spared to
make the work as interesting as formerly. The same
course shall be pursued, and the same end kept in view.
From my residence in the “Far West,” I shall be ena-
bled to give particular accounts of the state of religion in
this section; and from exchange papers from the east, the
people in the west will be furnished with similar intelli-
gence from afar.

~ My long, and toilsome, and gratuitous services to the
churches, and to the many states through which I have
traveled and labored much in the gospel, might be urged
as reasons to establish jnst claims on them for their pa-
tronage. But I will not urge them; I have only performed
aduty I owed to my God and the world. The churches well
know that I have spent the prime of my life in their ser-
vice—that 1 have for the sake of truth suffered much from
opposers—that I have for the same cause neglected to lay
up worldly stores for my family, and for the support of de-
clining life—now when old they will not desert me. As
longas I live, I will endeavor not to be burthensome—not
being able from the press of years to labor in preaching
abroad, I will endeavour to advance the same precious
cause by sending the Messenger abroad, if sufficiently pa-
tronized. Ishallstill send it to the majority of my old sub-
scribers, relying on their friendly aid; butif I am deceiv-
ed in this, 1 request them, or the post masters, at whose
office they may be sent,.to return them immediately free
of charge to me.—I shall thankfully receive communica-
tions for the Messenger, on religious subjects, interesting
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subjects from talented brethren, if the postage be paid—
let not my old correspondents neglect me. The postage of
a few letters paid by many is light; but for a great many,
paid by one,is heavyand oppressive. May the Lord bless
my feeble efforts to the glory andadvancement of bis cause.
B. W.STONE, Editor.

Opinion, nol fact, the foundation of the popular religious
sects of the day.

Sgcr is defined by Walker to be “a body of men following
some particular master, or united in some tenets.” It pro-
perly signifies a part cut off, or divided from a body. It is
derived from the Latin word secfus, cut off. The term is
with great propriety applied to the many parties, professing
christianity in the christian world.

In pestolic times the christians were all one body, of
which body Christ was the head. This was according to
the plan, and design of infinite wisdom.—It was the very
design of Christ’s meditation, and ministry on earth—It
was the prayer of his heart and lips—the great end of which,
was, ‘‘that the world might believe on him and be saved.”
We are confident, and so must be every intelligent chris-
tian, that the present state of christianity, its professors
being divided into contending, opposing sects, is in direct
oposition to the plan and design of infinite wisdom—to the
meditation and ministry of Christ—to the success and glo-
ry of his word—to the answer of his prayer—and to the
salvation of the world. These are horrid consequences,
but true—undeniably true.

The christian world is a fair picture of Babel.—Confusion
15 written onm it in legible characters—Yet in this Babel
are many.of God’s peo?le;therefore, he cries aloud, “Come
out of her my people.” Shonld not every honest christian
obey this divine call? Is it not a sin to disobey it? But
says one sect, we are notin Babylon, we are the Lord’s
people, the true church of Christ on easth—so says every
sect—each clafns the same high privilege—and who shall
determine the justice of their claims! Some few there
are, who plead for this state of things, as r1ght~Th§se
men are such as believe that God ordained this, as every thing
else—and as he ordained it, it must be right—Upon their
own principles then the reverse of this must be right; for
the chrigtians were once united; and as his took place in
God’s government, it niust have been his decree, and he
himself the executor. How changeable are his decrees! how
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changeable his will! Sometimes unity, peace and love are
right, and sometimes division, discord, strife, and hatred!

Do any believe that christians should be one? all admit
it.—Do any believe that they are now one, as it is taught
in the New Testament? Nointelligent christians can be-
lieve it. Sectarianism must be right, or wrong; right it can-
not be, if the scriptures be the judge; therefore it must be
wrong. Who can deny it'—We think none.—And yet in
tlie admission, every one condemns himself, and stands euil-
iy before God. Shall the sects still shut their eyes to
this glaring truth, apd [ull their fears with the syren song,
all is well! Will theyyet stop their ears against the voice
of Heaven, “Come out of her, my people”? Will they stil}
continuein what they confess to be wrong? And can they
:-(—;ac:];;mably expect to escape the righteous judgment of
(iod?

Butsays one, what would you have me to do? I am oflit-
tle weight in society, and my influence is very limited.—
Do you ask, what I would have you do?—Obey your God.
and come ovt of Babylon. In doing thus you will neither
partake of her sins, nor her plagues. But here are my
iriends, my wealth, my support, my living. Should I come
out, 1 lose all.—Obey God and do right at the sacrifice of
all things. The Lord will provide. But what shall 1 do!
Iiear then your duty,

1. Forsake your sectarian establishment—your sectari-
an name, your sectarian practice.

2. Be established on the foundation of Chrict and his
Apostles—take his name upon you—be filled witl: 1, spirit,
and walk in his steps. On these subjects I will be a little
more particalar.

Iorsalke your sectarian establishment. Protestants
ridicule the Papists forhaving an infallible Pope to settle
and determine all controversies, and to teach them all the
trath.  The Pope is the foundation of the Papal establish-
ment. The Pope’s explanation of the scriptures is para-
mount to the scriptures themselves. Protestantism amonge
the various sects, is ““Popery without a Pope.” Their creed.
discipline, or confession supplies the place of a Pope,and is
equally infallible, though in word denied. The explana-
tron of thescriptures in this book is paramount to thescrip-
tures themselves. Ifany man in these sects dare read the
scriptures, and form an opinion different from the standard,
or confession of faith, and openly avow this opinion, he is
??qdemned as a heretic, and cast out of the establishment.
*I bis ejected man, (say a Presbyterian,) condemned by
their confession, finds a ready admittance into the Meth-
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odist establishment, because his opinions agree with their
standard or discipline. Is not thisan argument that these
two establishments, or churches are not one in the New
Testament sense?! Can bothberight? Themanisa Meth-
odist now; but by reading the scriptures his mind is led to
dissent from some of the opinions of the Discipline,and as a
{rec and honest man he openly avows his conviction. For
{his he is condemned as a heretic, and rejected from the es-
tablishment. The Baptist church now receives him, because
Le believes the doctrines of their standard—but by contin-
ning in the search of the truth in the scriptures he finds
errors in their book,and freely exposes them. IMor this he
is pushed out of their establishment. This is a portrait of
seclarian establishments, not too highly colored.

The Pope certainly has acted more wisely than Protes-
tants in keeping his church together. He forbade his peo-
ple toread the scriptures, rightly judging that if they Lad
this privilege, they might dissent from his explanation or
opinion, and disturb the repose of his chureh. He bad pow-
er toenforce his laws. Bui Protestants of the various sects
have not ¢ sidden the people to read the scraptures. They
are allowed this privilege; but must understand them ac-
cording to their standards. Wo to theman that understands
them differently, and, has moral courage enongh to speak
Liis sentiments openly! Condemnation is his doom. Until
the spiritof liberty be extinguished, and the reading of the
scripture suppressed, no human establishment will be per-
manent. Liberty, and the untramelled reading of the Bible,
are now shaking the foundations of all—they are mortal,
aud destined to destruction. Amen. While these estab-
lishments continue, the unity of christians will never be ef-
fected—to support them, is, to support that which stands
opposed to the will of God, the, prayer of Jesus, and the
salvation of the world.

With thesesectarian establishments, the peculiar names,
by which they are distinguished, must be abandoned. With
these names are associated all the opinions of’ the sect (o
which the name belongs, which keeps alive the prejudices,
and odium long entertained against them. It is generally
said, the name is nothing. But very few men have advanced
beyond the powerful influence of sectarian names; with the
overwhelming majority itisvery great—it is an insupera-
ble barrier to union.

The very spirit and practice of sectarianism mustalso be
forsaken, and banished from vs. While this spirit sighs,
and labors to establish and increase its party, it envies the
prosperity of another rival party, and rejoices in its de-
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oline and fall. Can this spirit and practice comport with
christianity? With the religion of love, peace, and unity?
Is it not the reverse! We may, indeed, and do rejoice at
the decline and fall of human religious establishments, be-
cause they stand in the way of the advance of the Lord’s
kingdom on earth. But the spirit, against which we pro-
test, rejoices at the fall of others, because they stand in
the way of their progress. This spirit is known by its
fruits—detraction and persecution are its native products.
From this spirit, the christian world has been crimsoned
with the blood of saints. It yet lives, and scowls in many
who malke high p-reteutions to religion; but, thanks to God,
@ls bloody E:Ea.nd is }Jougd—it harmlessly raves, and shews‘
its propen?lty to mischief—if ever unchained, it will repeat
its desolating work with greater vengeance. In Americait
sighs to possess the vale of the Mississippi—why? Because
it is viewed as the ‘‘helm of the nation.” This possessed
then bow submission, ye rebels, or die for your heresy. :
When I persuade you to forsakeall human, religious, and
sectarian establishments, names, spirit and practices, at
the same time I would point you when and to what to s
Fly to the establishment of Christ, the Lord of all—rest
npon the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus
Christ being the chief cornerstone. The Bible—th:e Bible
alone, is the religion ordained by Heaven. On this alone
can the different parties rest,and remain in love, peace, and
union. On this alone we build securely, and safely. "Yet
withan honest heart we must come to this foundation, and
rest, and build upon it. It is not sufficient to take it for
the rule of our faith, but of our practice too; conformin
our life and behavior Lo its holy precepts. Some, to the dié
grace of the good cause, have proposed to take the Bible as
thesole ruleof theirfaithand practice, but areunwilling that
their brother should do the same; he must receive their opin-
}cns of the Bible, and reject his own, or there is an end of
tla]ilpwslzflp_. This is the essence of sectarianism, though
trelr_oglmons may not be embodied in a book, and this book
‘tjh opinions dec;lared b_y them to be the bond of union, yet
ar'::,s]? opinions in thf_:mmd, made tests of fellowship by them,
o ﬁFbllm)m mischievous.  Opinions, not the real truth of
- dal e,Tarc the foundations of the popular religions of
el y- Take the name Christian, given to the Disciples
: yi _:me author_llty, to'the rejection of all others. Copy the
elé rit, and practice oi: the ?‘aavior, and then wili all acknowli-
lii:§|e F{i] l}:a*;e been with him, and are walking and abiding in
ma" Le rotherl}: love, peace, and union be constantly
latained. Let kindness and good will to man be ever
A2
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manifested in your life. If all real Christians were thus to
do, a light would shine upon the world, unknown for ages
past, long and dark. The world’s attention would be ar-
rested, and millions would flow toit, drawn by the cords of
love, the beauty and excellency of Zion, and the mighty
force of truth.

Who believing this can rest supinely inactive? Who be-
lieving this, will not obey the Lord, and use zll his influ-
ence, whether it be small or great, to advance the glorious
cause! Awake, awake from your long slumbers, ye chris-
tians of ciery name. Arise and shine, that the world may
see your light, and glorify your Father, who is in Heaven.
Be not offended at this plain exposure of error, while the
same unhappy fact is acknowledged by you. There is no
time for caviling, an awful period approaches. In love to
my fellow creatures I have written. Ebiror.

ORIGINAL, OR BIRTH SIN, SO CALLED BY MEN.

Many and diverse are the religious opinions now afloat in
the world. They would be comparatively harmless, if so
much importance were not attached to them. To this we
may trace the origin of all the mischief done to the church,
which is seen in her divided, distracted state. One opinion
of many, I will notice, which seems to me to stand pre-
eminent, and the foundation of the popular systems of reli-
gion. Should I succeed in showing the fallacy of this opin-
1on, much will have been done to remove a puint of endless
altercation, and to pave the way for christians to come to
a better understanding: of each other. e
It is generally admitted, and believed as an yindoubted
trath, that man was originally created a holy being.
This doctrine is based on Gen.i.26, 27. ““God created man
in his own immage and his own likeness.” This may mean
that man was created a spirit, capable of knowing, under-
standing, willing, choosing, loving, and hating. In these
things he bore theimage of God. Paul says, (1. Cor. xv. 45,
46,) in reference to Adam: “The first man Adam was
made a living soul”---(not a holy soul;) for he immediately
adds: “Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but
that which is natural, and afterward that which is spirit-
val.” F'rom this it appears that the natural man, consisting
of body and soul, existed first; afterward that which is spir-
ritual, or holy existed; or man became spiritual or holy by
the exercise of his physical or natural powers of mind.
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It 1s conceded by all, that holiness in man, is love to God
and man, with a correspondent conduct. A wan cannot
love or hate any thing before he knows that thing; nor can
be know any thing before he exists. If this be so, then
Adam must have known his God before he loved him, and bLe
must have existed before he could possibly know him. Hence
we conclude he was not created a holy, spiritual man; but
merely a natural man, with physical capacities to know.
to will, choose, love, and hate. A cup may be made good ,
and with a capacity to hold water, but it will remain for-
ever empty nnless liquids be put into it. So though man
was made with capacities to know, to will, to choose, to
love, and hate, yet Lhe never would have known, loved or
hated, unless vbjects had been presented to his mind, God
manifested himself to Adam as his Creator and ben efactor.
i?.dlam lknew him and loved him, or became spiritual and

oly.

So Adam became a sinner in the same way, by the exer-
cise of his physical powers. But sin is no part of huwan
nature; for human nature existed before sin. Adam was
not made with sin. So holiness, the opposite of sin, is no
part of human nature, for man was not made a boly being.
but existed before he became holy. He was made geod, as
were all the works of God. Holiness and sin are moral
qualities of human nature, and net concreated parts of it;
for it appears plain that buman nature has existed without
holiness or sin, and it will exist eternally without sin in
the righteous, and without loliness in the wicked. If sin
and holiness were parts of human nature, then the right-
eous would forever live destitute of one part oi their na-
ture, 1. e. sin; and the wicked forever exist without one
part of their nature, i. e. holiness. 1t would forever puzzle
theological speculators to know what had became of those
parts; whether they were annihilated, or yet existing, no
man knows where, or can conjecture, ’

If man was created a holy being, then tie would choose
and love God from necessity. This would effectually des-
troy the nature of virtue; man could not be free, and thel:e-
g?re not responsible, nor a fit subject of moral government.
sith? was created smful_, he would b_e a sinper from neces-
31LYi vice could not be imputed to him, seeing he would be
lr!F;Pm“ble’ and not free.

, +01s notion thatman was made holy by the physical crea-
:-]lfvghpt_lwgr of God, has misled the wgﬂg of tﬁ;eyprofessors
i ristianity, They still expect the same physical crea-
i power to operate in them in the removal of sin, and in

@ restoration of holiness. They teach that man is born
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totally corrupt; his whole nature, squl, and body, 1s d:‘ﬁ.lei
with sin. From this sinful corraption, he can do nodu?,:
but sin. Infants have the saine sinfulnature, and neclz T;]u.
same creative power to save them fromsin,as the ;}d:;'ls. 0:
and if this power be not applied to any soul, he must die for-
Mﬁ;t us reason from the scriptures on this subject a l‘lttl_e
while. According to the decree of God, every kind mk:'m(;-
mals was to beget its kind. o Adam begat hu:{mu ind,
and nothing more nor less than human kind. Luﬁ as fldu
and holiness are not parts of human nature, I.her;.orc Aad-
am did not beget a holy nor a sinful child; but lledggal orllc
with death in its body. By one man sin entere mltu the
world, and death by sin; and so death past upon all rlncn,
[ Eph 'ho,) on account of which all have sinned. 1ave
translated the words ep ho, on account of w]nc!a:hthde p:;’-
noun ho referring to death; on account of whic ﬁa lli
brought upon all by the onesin of Adam, all have sinne :f
is evident that King James’ translation is maccur:a;e, or
that conveys theidea that the reason why death paas? upon
all, is because all have sinned. But the Apostle was shewing
that death passed upon all, because of the one ug'enclzlz, lm-
sin of Adam. It would be unnessary to prove what all the
learned aclnowledge, that epi with the Dative (é;ase :m;y
frequently signifies, on account of; or because of. See Ac :1‘
xi. 19. Now they that were scaltgred abroad upon h(e;z
wilh the dative) the persecution that arose about Stephen.
“Why were they scattered abroad?! because of, or ?;1 ac-
count of the persecution; So we may ask, why have a rf\'S-
ped! Becauseof, or on account of death, the fl::]lt. of : -
am’s sin.  This is the Apostles argument; for “the judg-
ment was by one offence to condemnation of all men ]tr':
natural death. “For by one man’s oficnce (hoi poutflz) tbnc
many (all mankind) were made _(comt}tu!:ed) smnersii so by
the obedience of one shall (hoi pollm]”tne a6y ['a n'llap-
kind) be made (constituted) righteous,” Rom. v. 'lhci plain
meaning of which, is, that by Adam’s one o{fence al n:lan-
kind were according to the divine constitution, treate asr
sinners, by the suffering of death; so by the _obed.lencgtu
Christ, all mankind, according to the new divine consti ;-
tion,shall be treated as righteous, by being raised from the
ad.

de;f we put the common construction on the wa‘r‘-dg, that al’g
were made sinners, really sinners,]mrn wnkt a‘ birth §m,l
then it will follow, that by the obedience of Christ, (b.:ubpo -
.0i)the many are made rightecus; really :_'1ght!3_uus. orn
righteous. The Apostle more clearly explains his meaning
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1. Cor. xv. 22. “By man came death, by man also came
the resurrection from the dead; for asin Adam all die, even
so in Christ shall all be made alive,” by raising them from
death.

I have no doubt that it is also on account of death, that
all have sinned, and do yet sin, actually and personally.
The soul of the infant, imprisoned in mortal ilesh, is contin-
ually teazed, fretted, and tortured by death in the mem-
bers of its body. Reason, the helm of self government, is
not sufficient, it is too weak, to govern its temper, its cou-
duct and propensities. The child is entirely under the do-
minion of the flesh, of carnal appetites and passions, and
continues so till reason begins to act; at which time the
flesh, baving had the rule so long. still predominates. He
becomes now acquainted with right and wrong. He sees
and approves the right, but follows the wrong, greatly influ-
enced by the example of a wicked world. Like a slaye he
would be free but must do the commands of his master. He
is sold undersin, and compelled toobey. Thiswas the case
of Paul, or the person whom he describes, Rom. vii. He says:
““l find then a law in my members, warring agaiest the law
of my mind, and bringing me into caplivity to the law of
sin which is in my members. O wretched man that 1 am'®
who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” Nope
but Jesus, the Savior of sinners can do it. This work he ef-
fects by the law of the spirit of life, this law makes us free
from the law of sin and death. How? Through faith and
abedience; “For the gospel is the powerof God unto salya-
tion to every one that believeth.”

Among the early fathers, St. Austin was a firm beljever
@ *birth sin,” and therefore strongly advocated the doc-
trine that infants should be baptized in order to wash away
their sins, without which they could not be saved. Many
spura this idea of removing the sin of infants; yet admit that
their sin must be removed before they can be saved, and

~admitted into Heaven. How this work of salvation to in-

fants can be effected in them, bas never been positively de-
termined. One thing is certain, they are not saved by faith,
nor by any means used by them, for they are incapable of
these acts. It is then concluded that “elect infants” are
saved by certain power wielded by the hand of sovereign
mercy. This is merely an opinion, unsupported by scrip-
ture authority. Ttis a pity that men should bewilder their
minds about things not revealed. This “birth sin” and
salvation from it, have grown out of the doctrine that man
Was created a holy being, and that all men now are bora
with a sinfully corrupt nature.

I may be asked, if I deny the salvation of infants, which
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die 1n infancy. I answer,no: They shall be saved from
death, the condemnation which passed upon all men, in the
morning of the resurrection. This is all the salvation
they need.

As man originally became holy by the exercise of his
physical powers on Godj as he became unholy by the exer-
cise of the same powers on improper objects; so God has or-
dained that man should become holy again by the exercise
«f the same powers on the everlasting gospel. Many sinned
at first through faith in the devil, and obedience to his
will; according to the ordination of Heaven he must believe
in Jesus, and obey him in order to become holy. Adam be-
ing holy and sinless must have been as morally unable to
believe the devil and do his will, as fallen sinful men are to
believe God and do his will. But the holy and sinless man
did believe and obey the devil, and became asinner; so must
unholy sinful men believe and obey God, that they may
become holy.

While men are fondly dreaming of some divine and pow-
erful operation on their hearts previous to their believing
and obeying the gospel, and that these previous operatiens
are absolutely necessary to produce faith and obedience,
and that without these operations they can neither believe

nor ebey, they are deceiving themselves, and hurrying to -

eternal ruin. O what evils have arisen upon the world from
this doctrine; yet a doctrine (strange to tell ) advocated ;
zealously advocated by many professed teachers of christi-
aplly!

Ityis believed that the creeds of all the popular sects teach
this doctrine, that a sinner is so corrupted that he cannot
helieve nor obey the gospel till something divine be previ-
ously performed in his heart. This something is called by dif-
ferent names, as the special operations of the spirit; the
power of God; preventing grace; divineillumination, ete. All
these expressions communicate the same idea, that the sin-
ner without these previous aids cannot believe, nor obey the
gospel. I would here remark, in passing, if this be a truth
in the gospel, it is useless toteach it because the sinner
cannot believe it. But as the sinner does believe it, and
prove his faith by his works, is it not a sufficiently convin-
cing argument that the doctriae is false, upon the princi-
ple advocated?

While Calvinists, Arminians, and Fullerites believe this
same doctrine, that a sinner cannot believe nor obey the
cospel in order to salvation, previous to these operations or
=ifts, I see no reason why they should be divided, and con-
tend about their different opinions. The Lord says: “As
I live, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but
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that the wicked turn from his evil way and live. Turn ye,
turn ye, why will you die.” “Who is not willing that any
shonld perish, but that all should come to repentance.”—
««Who will bave all men to be saved, and come to the knowl-
edge of thejtruth.” *God so oved the world that he gave
his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth on him
should not perish, but have everlasting life. > Such divine
declarations are common in thescriptures. How these can
be reconciled with the doctrine stated above I cannot con-
ceive. If God loves the world; if his pleasure is that they
live and not die, if he is not willing that any should per-
ish, but that all should come to repentance, and be saved;
and if it is his special work to produce faith in us. ir order
to believe, and to be saved, why does he not save all! Why
should be expostulate with the sinoer, why will you die; and

‘yet he must know they cannot believe and live, till he by

his Almighty soverign power, or preventing grace, produce
faith and obedience in them! The orthodox evangalicals,
finding the difficulty of solving and reconciling these plain
declarations with their doctrine of **birth sin,” and total
depravity, bave run into doctrines at greater variance with
truth, than the one for which we have been contending.
This shall be the subject of another essay in ournext
number. (7T be continued.)

THEBODY OF CHRIST.

Tre body of Christ, the temple of Christ, the house of
Christ, are synonimes, signifying bis people. It is profit-
able to consider and understand these figores of the Church
of Christ, in order to eur establishment in the faith and
hope of the people.

f the body of Christ, Paul thus speaks, 1 Cor. xii. 12, 13.
“For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all
the members of that one body, being many, are one body;
soalso is Christ. For by (en, in)one spirit, we are all bap-
tized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whe-
1_:hor we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink
into one spirit.”” As the natural body is one, though con-
sisting of many members; so is the Church of Christ one,
though it consists of many members. Let us enquire, how
we became members of this one body. The Apostle des-
cribes the manner thus, (vs. 13,) For in; (so the word en
should be rendered, and not by as it is translated in our
Testament.) For in one spirit; (in the one spirit of faith,
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reformation, and obedience,) we are all baptized into the
one body; we become united with this one bedy by faith re-
pentance and baptism.

Some there are who think, that in Apostolic times no per-
son was}considered to be a member of this one body, but
such as were baptized. Presbyterians thinkso; Baptists
are of the same opinion, some Methodists speak the same
language, and sodo we. But because we bold that baptism
is immersion, and acknowledge noother, we are accused of
uncharitableness; because we by this nullify sprinkling and
pouring as baptism in any case. We acknowledge there
are many in thespirit of faith, and obedience, who have ne-
verbeen baptized,becausethey have been wrongfully taught;
for, as before shown, we all must be in the one spirit, prior
to our baptism, and this spirit qualifies us for the right ob-
servance of the command.

Our next inquiry is, what is the character of this one bo-
dy? Paulsays: “T'hey all have been made to drink into one
spirit—the spirit of God. This is the promise to every one
in the spirit of faithand repentance, whosubmits to be bap-
tized into Christ, or into his body; they shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit, Acts ii. 35,39. With baptism the
Holy Spirit is frequently connected in the scriptures.—

They all drink into the spirit of holiness in heart and life; -

the spirit of love to God and man, of love to the brethren,
of peace and unity. So united that they endeavor to cover
with the mantle of love the faults of the weakest and most
uncomely amongst them; as the natural body covers from
view, or adorns more abundantly its uncomely parts. This
is the spirit or the character of the body of Christ; and
where this spirit is, there can be no schism or division.
«“And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer
with il; or one member be honored, all the members re-
joice with it;”” But the Apostle lets us know that all these
members have not the same office; they are not all Apos-
tles; they are not all Prophets; nor are they all teachers.
If they were all teachers where would be the taught?—
These different offices God hath set in the church, “for the
the work of the ministry, for the perfection of the saints,
and for the edifying of the body of Christ.”” If all the mem-
bers of the church were Teachers, Kings, and Priests, (as
understood by some,) would it be the body of Christ, as
described by Paul? We think not. !

If the body of Christ be, as Paul describes it, then it ap-
pears that all are excluded who have not, in-the spirit of
faith and obedience, been baptized into it; Were infants
found in this body in those days—or any unbaptized per-
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sons? If the body of Christ be as described by Paul, then
none were in that body, but such as were drinking into. the
spirit of God; of holiness, love, peace,and unity. If the bo-
dy described by the Apostles be the body.of Christ, the va-
rious seclariang bodies in the world cannot be that body;
for they are not one, bnt many; they Lave many members
not recognized by the Apostle as members of the body.
Alas! will professed christians never open their eyes, and
see the apostacy of-the church from the glory in which she
once shone, the beauty and excellency of the whole earth?
Ve proceed to

The House or Temple of Chuist.

Heb. iii. 6. “But Christ as a Son (is faithful ) over his. own
house; whose house arewe, if we hold fast the confidence,
and the rejoicing of the Lope firm unto the end.” (14.) “For
we are'made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning
of our confidence steadfast uato the end.”

T'he house of Christ, undoubtedly, signifies the church of
Christ ; and so does the temple of God. Paul to the Corin-
thians (3. 16.)says- “Xnow ye not that ye arethe temple of
God, and that the spirit of God dwelleth inyou?” 1, Pet. ii.
9. “Yealso, aslivelystones, are built upaspiritual house.
Eph. ii. 19. 22: “NNow, therefore, ye are no more stran-
gers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints,
and of the household of God; and are built upon the foun-
dation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself
being the chief cornerstone;in whom all the building fit-
ly framed together, groweth untoa holy temple in the
Lord: in whom ye also are builded together for an habita-
tion of God through the spirit.” i

Who are the constlituent parts of his house or temple?—
The Apostle Paul answers, we who lold fast the confi-
dence; the beginning of our confidence, and the rejoicipg
of thehope, firm and steadfast unto the end. A child, which
never knew his father depart from trath in word nor deed,

as full confidence in him, and never doubts the truth of his
word, nor the fulfilment of any promise he males. This
father says to his son, be obedient to my orders, and when
you shall have arrived at twenty-one years I will give you a
good farm, and every accommodation that can make you hap-
py. Thesonbelieves,trusts,and confidesin his word ;looks
forward to the day when he shall enter upon his inheri-
tance; rejoices in the hope;and keeping his eye upon there-
€ompense of reward, moves onward with pleasure in obedi-
ence to hi sfather’s will. Such confidence bas every mem-

B
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ber of the house of Christ. They have the promise of God
that cannot lie; in him, and his word they confide; be bas
promised them glory, honor, immortality, avd eternal life,
if they continue steadfast in the faith and obedience of the
gospel. They lock forward to the day when they shall enter
into the inheritance; they rejoice in the hope;jand, having
such hope, they faiut not, but are diligent to please God,
and obey him in all things unto the end of their pilgrimage
on earth. This is the house or temple of God, a spirituzl
house; an holy priesihoud; built up of lively stones; in which
the Holy Spirit dwells. This is the character of tte bouse
or church of God. In vain we look to find an unbelieving
babe, or a “*baptized infidel” in it; none but such as have
confidence, and hold fast that confidence with rejoiciug in
the hope to the end, are recognized as parts of this Luilding.
This house is built vpon Clrist as the foundation; or upon
the Apostles and Prophets, Jesns Leing the chief corner
stone. It is designed for an Labitation of Ged throngh the
spirit. As in the old temple under the law, Cod was rep-
resented as dwelling, and Lis glory often so filled the tem-
ple that the priests could ot stand to minister h_efur'c him;
so in this spiritnal temple, built of living stones, Cod dwells
and manifests Lis glory to the surronndiog world, that they
sceing the light might flow teit, and be saved. Itisa city
setnpon a bill that cannot be hid; it is not the desigu of God
that it shenld be hidden, hut mapifested to all. o talk of
the invisible churchion earth, is very foreign from trath.—
God designes his chureh, to be the light of the werld, and
the instrument of their salvation. Therefore, he says: ““So
ehine, thatothers moy see yourgood worlis, and glorify your
Father who is in Heaven.”

O that the church of Ged wonld but consider; sericusly
consider its great rosponsiktility! Does the salvation of
the world depend on i1, 25 the divine instrument for their
conversicn? Inits present divided, distracted state, what
light is emittec? Alas! The light in them is darkness, and
how great is that darkuess? Instead of love, hatred; in-
stead of peace, discord;instead of unity, divisicn; are con-
tinually manifested throughout christendom. Where have
the meekness and geotieness of Christ led}! Where the
patience, the long sufferivg, the forbearance, the Heavely
mindedness, the one soul, the one spirit, the Holy Spirit?
O Lord, once more visit thy temple; rectify our wrengs; for
vain is the help of man. May Zion once more rise and shine;
andshine so glorionsly, that the world may believe oa'Jesus,
and be saved! Amen. )

Ebpitor.
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L Tim. ii. 14. *“And Adam was not deceived, but the
woman being deceived was in the transgression. Notwith-
standing she shall be saved in childbearing, if they contin-
ue in faith, charity, and loliness with sobriety.” It is
thought that this text is not generally understood by com-
mon readers; and as I write principally for their informa-
tion, I will suggest a few thoughts.

It is generally understood as a promise to holy women
that they shall be saved from deathin bringing forth chil-
dren into the world. If this be the meaning, then God’s
promise has failed in countless instances; for holy women
have died in childbirth; and as numerously as unholy women.
Is God unfaithful who has promised? By no means. The
words in childbearing, are an unhappy traoslation. The or-
iginal word are diu tees telnogonias; should be read, through,
or by means of childbearing. By this means the Savior of sin-
vers was born into the world, by whom not only Eve, and
all her faithful daughters have been, and shali be saved; but
alsoall men, whoshall believe and obey him. ;

Fork Prairie, Sangamon co. Ill. Dec. 22, 1334.

Broruzr Sronz: In compliance with your request, and wish-
ng to help, to promote, the prosperity of Zica, I have pro-
cured eight subscribers for your periodical. With your
prospectus I awn weil pleased. Tostrive to unite the scate
tered family of Ged, 1 think, is the daty of all v Lo profess
o bear the name Christian. .

Cuu}d ihis desirable end be accomplished; we shoyld soon
see the gates of Zion crowded with converts, and all her
solem feasts attended by her united followers, with joy and
acclamations of praise to her King, whose throne is forever
and ever.

[ hopeyonwill take the trouble, towrite plainly respec-
ting the observaticn of the Lord’s day, under the new in-
stitution; for seme professors seem to think themselveg un-
der no obligations to observe it, and therefore, act accor-
dingly. ‘P'his is a greatestumbling block fo the world. Is
this walking after tte example of our Savior, Luke iv. 16.1
ar_n.l of Paul in Corinth, where he w rought at his occupation
with Aquilla, and reasoned in the Synagogue every Sabbath,
Acts xviii.}1.—5.r Would it be impYoper to rendor Heb,
1v.9. There remaineth therefore, the lrceping of a Bab-
bath, to the people of God.- And is it uot substantiated by
early writers of church history, thaf christians then held it
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in high reputation and observed it religiously? Please fa-
vor us with some quotations, if you have their works at
hand, for we have not.

To the congregations of Christ, through the favor of the
Messenger.

Drar BRETHREN AND Sisters: I wish to eall yonr attention
to one important duty, which in our zeal for reformation,
I fear we have partially neglected.

I refer to the religious instruction of children, at an early
age. It is well known, that they are capable of learning
many things, when not more than five or six years old.—
And who would venture to say, it is then too soon for re-
ligious parents to begin to teach them that they are born
to die, that God who made them, has prepared a place of
happiness for all good people: and a place of punishment,
which those, who continue to do wickedly, cannot escape.
They ought also to be frequently shown the growing nature
of vice, that if they begin to give their consent to do wrong
in little things, no persons can tell bow far they may pro-
ceed, that it is a very difficult thing to reclaim gross sin-
ners; and that if they persist in their wicked ways they

must perish forever. Perhaps, when speaking of these

things it would be well to read to them the account of the
wicked, who perished with the flood, and the case of the
wicked Sodomites, who perished in their iniquity.

On the other hand, as an inducement, and a sense of duty
to the greatest stimulants to reformation, the lovely char-
acter of Christ should often be unfolded to them. HMHow he
died for them, and now lives in Heaven to interceed in the
behalf of all who love and obey him; that he will never suf-
fer the least to perish, who put their trust in him.

And would it not be proper to inform them concerning
the institution of the Lord’s supper, baptism, why people
join the church and live in it, and concerning the happiness
of those who live faithfully there; that if they feel fully re-
solved to love and follow Christ, and are willing to deny
themselves of all sinful pleasures, it is not enly their privi-
lege, but duty, to unite with the church and partaie of all
its blessings. I hope that some able brethren will fill some
pages in the Messenger, on this subject. 8. WiLLiams.

Reply to Brother Samuel Williams's Lelter.

Wit regard to the observation of the Lord’s day we
bave, in previous volumes of the  Messenger, written as
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plainly, and as forcibly as we could. That this day was re-
ligiously observed by the Apostles, and primitive saints, 1
think, can bardly bedenied. On the first day of the week,
the very day on which our Lord rose from the dead, the dis-
ciples assembled together, and Jesus appearcd in the midst.
And on the lollowing first day they assembled again, and
again Jesus appeared among thenm: John xx, 19.26. Con
the first day of the week the disciples came togelher to
breal bread: Acts xx.7. Oa the firet day of the week the
saints at Corinth, every one were ordered to lay by them in
store, as (vod had prospered them. 1. Cor. xvi. 2. Jobn,
though banished to Patinos, had not furgotten this sacred
day. *‘I was in thespiriton the Lord’s day:” Rev. i, 10.

The Babbath, every holy day, and the new moons under
the law were shadows of goud things, but the bedy is of
Christ. These were abolished, or wazed old and vanished
away by theintroduction of the new institution by the Lord
Jesis. The Sabbath was instituted when the old creation
was finished; the Lord’s day was instituted, when the new
creaticn was laid and finished in the resurrection of Christ.
flach is commemorative of these grand events.

Apostolic exumple should surely bind christiaas to de-
vote this day to religion. The laws of our country bind us,
and cliristians should be the'last to breal them, aund thus
give ofitnce. Were it not for the observation of this day,
the world would soon forget that they were responsible be-
ings to God the Savior; vice would abound to an intollera-
ble degree; and religion wounld be banisled from the world.
Let auy intelligent christian think of these things serious-
ly, then he .will cease to oppose the religious observance
of this day, and heartily join with the saints of God in spen-
ding it in divine worship. _

Brother Williams wishes to know, whether Heb. iv. 9.
will admit of the following translation. **There remaineth
therefore, the keeping of a Subbath to the people of God.”—
The margin of our Bibles reads, ‘@ (not the) keeping of a
Sabbath.” This is the literal translation of the word Sabba-
tismos.  This word is found only in this text in the whole
New Testament; but occurs in the Septuagint in the sense
already given. But the application of the text, as hinted at
by our brother I cannot fully admit. I must think from the
context, that it fefers to the saints’ final rest in Heaven.
I am not positive.

With regard to what ecclesiastical historians may have
said respectiog the Lord’s day, I will examine more partic-
ularly hereafter; and if I find any thing worthy of public
notice; I will transfer it to my columns.

B2
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The subject of early religious instruction is of great mo-
ment. It Las been shamefully neglected by parents too
generally in our country. [or afew years back many have
been awakened to this subject; they have devised plans and
ways to have it effected, which meet not with general ap-
probation. - The popular plan is thought to be Loo Jesuiti-
cal. The plan of the Jesuits in Europe was, and now in
America, 1s, to bave the education of as many chiidrea as
they can get, and to instill their papal notions into their
tender minds. A similer plan is the American Sunday
School Usicn for the instruction of children. Tracts in
thousands are issued from the press, teaching the peculiari-
ties of the different sects. 'I'kis we view as building up
whet ought to be, and must be destroyed, I mean seeturian-
iem, which, lilie a proud and Jofty mountain staads opposcd
to the prayer of Jesus, and the salvation of the weorld.

We live in o day cf associations; nothing now can be
done withont them. A socciety must be formed for every
thing, even to educate our children in the first pr‘i?mples
of christianity. As an indwidnal I should not ovject to
teaching cur children by associztion, if tl}cy be tanght to
read the Scriptures, and csrn:nit.tbc most unpertant parr;s
to memory.  Put azainst seclarian tracts, and t;achgr s
expositors, I do conscientiously protest. . .

Let parents remember and do their duty, bring up their
children in the nurture, fear, and admontlion of ti‘te Lord,
by teaching them bis wajys; and by their edmenitions and

example, eucourage them to do thein. Were they tc spend

the Lord,s day in this exercise, and in worship, they would
see the (ruits of their labors. Boironr,

z.'on THE caﬁxsw.u? MEEEENGER.,
PRACTICAL REFORMATION, No. 5.
Monmouth?® Fil, Tec. 14, 1834,

Our Savior’s word constitutes s people, “The salt of the
eartl:;” “the light of the world, etc.” If the salt of the
earth, tliey are, in some scuse, tosave the wurld’rrum lhrn.t
" pollution that exists on account of lust. If the lightof the
world, they are a beacon, pointiny the way from darkness,
sin, and decath to the throre of glory. After aesus_had i‘.hlES
fixed the high and henorab!a station, which he designed his
people to occupy in the great Work of Luman sal7ation, he
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commanded them, saying: “f.et your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father who is in Heaven.” Not shine as a dim taper, rea-
dy to be extinguished by every passing breeze; but let it
so shine, orshine in so brilliant a manner, that men may see
your good works, and glorify your Father who is in Heaven.
If, then, as God’s people were raised to a station so respon-
sible, and yet so glorious, onght we not to exert all those
powers, with which we are peculiarly blessed, to increase
that light, by which mankind are to see the way to glorious
immortality?' O! that christians would take this to heart,
that the light of Heaven might shine forth in its wonted
effulgence. ;

In pointing out instances, in which reformation is need-
ful, I will now advert to the almost universal practice of
following the fashions of the worldin the wearingofapparel.
Fashions in apparel, are continually coming and going, as
the caprice and interest of those, who control them, may
require. And the religious, as well as the irreligious part
of the community, seein to follow them with as much dili-
gence, as is due to him, who wonld seek eternal life. The
fact is notorious, that christians, (ifit benot a libel on chris-
tianity to call such christians,) are generally so wedded to
the fashion, of the world, that none can sce any badge of
distinction, by which ,to distinguish the children of light
from the children of darkness. How many in Zion deplore
this baleful evil, and are willing to use their influence to
correct it? :

I cannot now more than barely mention some of the evil

: consequences of this criminal practice—I say criminal,

because contrary to the will of God: 1. Tim. ii. 9, 10.

. Christian parents themselves, instead of bringing up their

children “in the nurture and admonition of the T.ord,” suf-
fer them to occupy their earliest thoughts with all the foole-
ries, that court the attention of children, and flatter the
pride and ambition of unwary youth. This criminal indul-
gence, on the part of parents, is too generally, continued,
till their children grow up, the slaves of vanity, the friends
of the world, and, consequently, the enemies of God, Be-
ing thus trained, they commence the journey of life witha
soul that *‘desires not the knowledge of (God,” and a taste
formed to relish nothing more substantial than the airy plea-
sures of time and sense. This makes them so nearly invul-

. nerable to the influence of divine truth, that we are driven

to the necessity of accommodating christianity to the fash-
lons of the times, in order to their convertion. They can
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be prevailed on to wear the christian name, provided, they
still be allowed to keepin fashion with the world that *lies
"in wickedness.” Butsuppose every oné, who bas named the
-name of Christ, was compelled **to take up his ¢ross, and
follow him;” to keep diligently all his boly commandments;
or renounce his name, and follow the world’s vain fashions;
how many, alas! how many would walk with him no more!--
And if it was fairly understood, that upon obeying the gos-
pel, all conpexion with the maxims and fashions of the

world was to be dissolved, whom could we persuade to be -

religions? O! Lord, save us from the destroying spirit and
practice of the world! S

When our funds are non'sufficient to educate our youth,

and keep them in fashion, theirediucation is too frequently -

" neglected. How comman to see young men arrayed in all
the habiliments of foppery, whose minds are an intellectual,
and moral descent. But how painful té6 see our young fe-
males, decked in 2ll the gay attire, that seems to vie with
the Creator’s hand'in giving them personal attractions, pos-

' sessed of vacant minds!" Were the millions annually ex-

pended on fashions, devoted to the education of the tens of

thousands, now growing up in ignorance, and vicious habits,

‘how much better would it be for the world; and how much

better for the church of Christ? Again, should there be no
useless expenditures  of money, the poor and needy could
-share our hospitality; the bitter cries of the widow and or-

phan would be hushed in perpetual silence. But this is not -

“all: if brethren could be sensible that they, and their sub-

stance ought to be devoted to the advancement of the Re--

deemer’s kingdom and glory, and ot to the perishing glo-
ry of wdrldly fashiens, those skilled in useing the “sword of
the spirit,” could be provided for, while proclaiming the
- glad tidings of salvation to alost and dying world. In

view of the great good that is now in our power to do, shall -

- our time, talents, and prosperity be devoled to purposes

worse than useless? Forbid it Heaven! In providing ne-

cessary apparel, how reasonable, and how much in accor-

dance with the spirit of the gospel, it is, for us simply to -

consdlt our comfort and convenience. Should nd more be
aimed at, all must see, that incalculable good might be done
as well as a fearful amount of sin avoided. Perhaps the
reader would be willing to reform, if every body else would.
I do hope Le will not make his getting to Heaven depend on

- every body also getting there.
y A. REYNOLDS.
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Maystick, Ky. January 3, 1835.

Dear Brorrrr,StoNs: As cold water to the thirsty, so is
good news from a far country. The gospel of Jesus Christ
1s mightily prevaling in this conaty.  Opposition is again
trying itsstrength, but withont success. Many of the peo-
ple are bowing their necks to Prince Immanuel, and taking
the yoke of the Lord Jesus upon them, and rejoicing in the
service of God. I'rom the first of November last we have
at this place introduced fifty-one persons into the kingdorn
of the Lord Messiah by immersion, besides some who have
come out from the sectarian ranks, and several have been

' added by recommendation ; so that our increase, within the

last two months, is about sixty. This is what has been
done immediately here, besides which, many have been im-

- mersed in other parts of the county. O may the glorious

gospel of the blessed Lord Jesus prevail, catil all shall sib-

-mit to it, is our prayer in the name of Jesus Christ. To

which you will give a hearty Amen. There are many more
aboutus, that appeartobe impregnated by the word of trutl,
who we expect ere long, will confess thie name of the Lurd.
I remain yours in the bonds of the gospel of Jesus
Chrislt.‘ _ JASIKS MORR;s.

anm Broraer Stons: Dy way of poscript to brother
Molrns_’ letter Thave theprivilege of addressing a few words.
It is with joy I say a hearty Amen, to the good news writlen
you by brolhg_r Morris.  Qur hearts are made glad; some
of our childrenare among the bappy number; blessed be the
name of the Lord; my dear daughter now io her 14th year,

_was one of the happy number; three of brother James Mor-

ris’ daughters are a part of the same bappy number, and two
daughters of brother Vancamp; the total number lately im-
mersed in this county, withio about two months past is, 107
persoos; to this add 18 over in Brown county, Ohio; at Red
Oak, and Georgetown, these.-have beea induced to obey the
gospel, principally under the labors of brother Jobn O’Kane,
from Indiana, assisted by brother Joln Rogers, of Car.
lisle, and brother Richard Rickett of this county.

O may the good Lord grant that the number of the faith-
ful may be greatly increased, and continue to increase all
over Lhe land; and to his holy name be all the praise. |
shall be pleased to hear from you as often as you may find
It convenient. | May grace, mercy, and peace, be with you,
and all who love the Lord Jesus, insincerity. '

Yoursin the bepe of a giorious resurrection. -

ASA R. RUNYON.
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Spircer, Ia. Nov. 2, 1824,

Brorur Jouxsoy: I am happy to have the opportunity to

communicate some' intelligence thréugh your paper to the:

friends of christian lib&riy. We havé been laboring for
two or three years in this section of Indiana, with but
small success in adding believers to the congregation.—
There were many deep rooted prejudices, which had to be
rooted out. The people would bear, and finally, hearing be-
lieved and were baptized, (about thirty within four'weeka,]
frow the age of fifteen to seventy, both men and women.
Praised be the name of the Lord for his goodness. Ke has
done great things for us Lere, for which we are glad: bless
his holy name. There never has been such a Shaking
among the people here before. The sects appear to bealar-
med, and are yniting all their energies against us.
Yours in bope of immortality, T.C.JOHNSON.

—_—

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE,

Bro: J. H. Haden of Fayette, Mo. Nov. Oth, 1834, writes:
« | have Lraveled a great deal this season, and a few days
ago returned home ‘from a tour.through all the counties
above me, Jackson co. excepted. I'found the Brethren gen-
erally well built up on the Apostles’ doctrine, and conten-
ding earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. In
some places there has been considerable ingathering. In
L:lr{lj‘.elte co. within the last few months there has been an
addition of mcre than 60 persons to the congregations, be-
*ides several, who have come out from the yokes of men.
Upon the whole, 1 can with safety say, that in all the upper
counties, the Bible is making 2 rapid march. and must, and
will ultimately obtain the victory over the traditions of
men, and over all opposers. J.H.HADEN

Dro. D. S. Burnett, of Cincinnati, to Bro: I. T. Jones. al-
0 writes: ‘*\We are doing tolerably well hcre, 2!l things
considered.  Many important changes have been effected
1o he church, and 60 or 70 accessions since you were here,
and ;;:b@nt 900 1n the country within a day’s ride of the
city. '

_8. M. McCorkle's reply toShebane came too late for this
No; it is defered to the next.
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CBITUARY.

" Diep.—July 26, 1634, the amiable and pious Polly Snoddy,

companion of our venerable brother, John Snoddy, of Owen
co. Ia. aged 67 years. She was one of the first members
that nnited with the church of Christ, first constituted on
the Bible alone, atCane Ridge, Ky. She has ever sincelived
a christian, firm and unwavering in the faith of the gospel,
she died as she lived, in full confidence of immortality, and
eternal life. She bore all things with patience for Christ’s
sake, and died in the Lord. We hope ske is gone to rest
from her labors, and her works do follow her.
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uation, among strangers, and yet far from their destined
abode. He h:d been till Lis death, for many years a very
zealaus preachier in the chinreh of Christ, and died entirely
resigoed Lo the will of Ged, in the comfortable hope of im-
mortality, and eternal life. For more than twenty years
the editor has enjoyed an intimate acquaintacce witl him,
and humbly liopes that acquaintance will be renewed in a
better world. T'he account of his death came by letter ad-
dressed me from his wife Elzanor, dated Dec. 18, 1824, from
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his rest. He left a large family, and numerous [riends to
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weep and deplore his loss, But the Editor, his intimate
companion znd fellow laborer, for nearly 30 years, more
sensibly feels the loss ina religious view. Last September,
he was at my-house in Kentucky, a few days before I moved
to this state. We were delighted at the prospect of spen-
ding the evening of our days togetber, and of extensively
co-operating in the gospel throughout the west. But on bis
journey home, he sickened, reached home, lingered 1m pain,
and died in peace at the age (I think) of fifty-six years..
EDITOR.

ASHORT NOTE.

Were I able to bear the tax, I shonld gladly give hundreds,
for letters from my friends. But though their communica-
tions be ever so pleasant, I am obliged, for the want of funds,
to deny myself of the gratification of receiving them, un-
less they come free of postage. Ifmy agents have commu-
nications to make to me, let them pay the postage cut of
my money, if they have it; if not, let it come, if adjudged by
them of importance or interest to me. Epztor.
NOTICE

Disappointment in getting paper intime has prevented.me
from sending the ‘“Messenger” to my patrons. I have had to
suffer much trouble and loss in getting enough for this num-

ber. Paper procured in Ky. has not yet arrived, owing to
uncommon low water. This may retard the second No.
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Tuz conference in Terra Confusa continued, on the subject
of christian union ‘among brethren of different names, aagd
opinions. who by previous agreement met together at
Jan. 1, 1825.—Continued from vol. 3, page 175. -

Members present were Lhe same as atcended the former
conferences, the minutes, and debates of which, are re-
corded in vol. 5 of the Christian Messenger, viz: Doc. P ]
Bp. M , B , R ,C .F._ ,and U . After
prayer and praise offered to the Almighty God, Bp. M. rose,
and thus addressed the conference:

Bp. M——. I rejoice to see you again collected after a
lapse of more than three years. 1 rejoice (o see so many
assembled here to hear our deliberations on the great, and
important topic, which fills every mind—Christian union.
Four years ago we were collected together in several suc-
cessive conferences on the same subject. At our first con-
ference we were unanimous io the sentiment that the dis-
union of christians, as then, and yet existing, 'vas wrong,
and pr¥vented the salvation of the world. Our object was
to devjse some plan by which this evil might be removed,
and the union of christians effected. The majority of ue
agreed to examine carefully, and critically every article of
our various confessiong; to reject what should be found un-
scriptural, and to retain what should be considered by us
“all to be the truth. Doc. P ’s creed being considered the
oldest, he was invited to read his, beginning with the first
article; and afler an examination of this, to proceed to the
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others in order. We soon found that in this course we
should not succeed; for on the very first'article we differed
very widely, and saw plaioly the division line through all
‘our creeds. To retain our different creeds, and be united,
we saw impossible. « It was determined in vur second con-
ference to appoint a commiitee of five todraft a summéary
of doctrines deemed essential, to whichwe skould subseribe,
and reject all other creeds, and confessions drawn up by
men. At our third conference, we found our committee
could nct agree among themselyes in drafting a summary;
each person had his own. ‘Tlie committee agreed to lay
their different summaries before the conference, and let
them select the best. In this we failed.’ ‘We could not
agree on any summary proposed. After much debating in
the christian spirit on several interesting doctrines in our
fourth and fifth conferences, without co:_niné; to an agree-
ment, it was proposed by brother R , that as we coilld
never agree in dny system of doctrine formed by men, we
should abandon theidea as vain,and be con tented with the
book of God as delivered to us, rejecting all creeds of hu-
man mould, ard adopt the werd of God alone as our directo-
ry; -that we bear with each others opinions, where they do
pot affect the boly life of those that hold them. : This was
proposed; we agreed to meet again at some future period on
this subject. By the kin:d providence of God we are here,
and the prayer of my hearl is, that the Lord may be in the
midst of us, and direct and lead us into all the truth as it
is in Jesus. T'he question before us is, how shall we dis-
pose of our creeds? Shall we retain. or reject them?

Doc. P Qur brother M , has given us a correct,
and succint history of our Toruwier conferences. Since I

bave had the happiness of meetivg with you, my mind has

been strongly agitated on the subjects of our formerfriend-
ly debates. - I have since that time almost solely. confined
- myself to the reading, and study of the Bible. I plainly
discovered from those debates, not oply the discrepancy of

ourpeculiarsystems with each other,but also that there was .

in themall,an evident disagreement with the doctrine of the
Bible. Before our former conferences closed, my mihd. was
so far convinced of theimpropriety and insufficiency of hu-
man authoritative creeds, and furmalaries to effect the union
of christians, that T was on the eve of relinquishing them
forever. Since then, by careful, and prayerful attention to
the Bible, my mind is fixed. Tam now'prepared to enterinto
the question before us, proposed by brother M . "How
shall we dispose of our creeds! Shall we retain, or reject
them?! “My sentence is” that we cast themall to themoles,
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' mod to the bats, dndstrouble not them, who are turned to
-tbe Lord, any longer with them: My reason for this senti-
“men} | will now state. - iy '
“1." Authoritative ereeds -of human form are unauthori-
zed by the Scriptures.. ' b =
2. Such creeds have a manifest tendency to make men
-sl_éves' and hypocrites, and to banish the lovers of liberty,
and truth from christian seciety. A creed is formed, and
made autharitative, that is, it is enforced by pains, forfei-
tures, and penalties. If the creed be supported by civil au-
“thority, as [ormerly, and yet in some states’of Eunrope, the’
unbappy unbeliever in the creed is compelled to be a slave
zad a hypocrite by au open profession that he believes the
creed,; when he really does not. The fear of penalty per-
secution or death, prostrates bis liberty and drives him Into,
base hypocrisy. If he-be too honest, and free to submit to
such degradation), he is banished from society, and persecu-
ted in name, reputation.and person. I( the creed benotsup-
orted by.civil power; but by ecclesiastical authority alone,
still the case is not altered; thé unbeliever in the creed suf-
fers the pain of being excluded from the society of his heart;
forfeits the privileges of the church, and must bear the shande
and reproach of a heretic. These things he must suffer, or
submit to slavery, and become g base hypocrite. : :
3. The church of Clrist in her best days had no such
creed. The Bible alone was her directory. N
4. The introduction of such a creed first divided, and
distracted the church, such has -been the effect of au-
thoritative creeds ever since, as is evident from ecclesias-
tical history. Withio our knowledge the same thing is rea-
lized. From the beginning of the present century, the
Prasbyterians have experienced three divisions on account
of their confession; the Cumberland Presbyterians; the
Christians, and the New:School Presbyterians. True the
latter are not yet severed, but are only held together.by a
rope of sand. The creed condemns them; but they are the
majority, and therefore cannot be excluded. They cannot
remain connected long: Since the beginning of the present
century, the Méthodists have'split upon their directory; the
Baptists' too are broken into pieces on the same rock.—
Who can deny the bileful effects of such creeds with these
facts i view? - : T
' 5. Such creeds not only divide christjans, but aré also
the very supporters of their division, Is it possible for
Methodist+, and Presbyterians to be in' the same body, or
chufch, each baving and enforcing theiramhorjtative crgeds
and remain together in peace!  Would not féha Methodist

-t
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creed condemn,-and exclude ‘the Presbyterians’—and vice
versa. 1f these crecds be not authoritative, and enforced,
they areas harmless as useless, and unworthy of nqlice,
much less of contending for. But so long as authoritative
human creeds exist, so long will sectarianism exist. They
will die together, and that death cannot be far distant.—
Men have too high notions of liberty ever to submit volun-
farily to theshackles of men.

6. Such creeds assume the place of the Bible, and are
paramount Lo its authority. By the creeds, not by the Bi-
ble, are heretics tried. : .

7. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, said the Sa-
vior; the law of Moses was a yoke, which neither we nor
our fgthers were able tobear; it was called a yoke, because
it bound and united Israel together, as yokes do cattle.
They all moved the same way at the word of Moses their
guide. Sothelaw or gospel of Christ is his yoke, designed
to bind, and unjte all christians together, so that they
move torether, learning the word of command from Jesus
their leader, and humbly obeying it. Now every sect has
a yoke made and put upon the necksof their disciples; they
walk not the same way, but are ever striving against each
other. I'hese sectarian yokes .are their creeds. Can we
hope for better days while such creeds exist! No: secta-
rianism will have a coeval existance;and while this exists,
infidelity, and scepticism will grow, and rankle ia this pro-
lific soil; the world will not believe, and be saved. Such a
creed is a paper pope, equally infallible and sacred, as his
holiness at Rome; it is the vicar of the Bible; it frowns hor-
ribly upcn every dissentient from its doctrine, and would
coerce submission by the hands of its votaries, if it had the
power of the sword at command.  Similar causes produce
similar effects. What has been, may be again.

Mr. B——. T must confess that through life I have beena
stickler for authoritative creeds, nor ¢id I see how a
church could exist without one. But from the friendly de-
bates of our fermer conferences, and from recent facts

which Lave transpired in the Baptist church especially, I

have come to the same conclusion with the brother last up.
1 now view such,creeds not only useless, but mischievous i
fact; instead of uniting the Baplist churches, they have di-
vided, and broken them into pieces. | am decidedly in fa-
vor of casting off all such yokes, and of taking the Bible
alone as eur creed; our standard of faith and practice.

Bp. M——. This is my sentimsat; and yet I .m discour-
aged at what I bave lately seen myself, aud at what I have
heard from good authority. I bave seen, and heard of church-
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¢8, which have acted on this plan, of rejecting all creeds
of human make and taking the Bible alone for their only:
rule of faith and practice, angrily divide, and remain in
factious sects! Such conduct has not only discouraged me,
but has almest-driven me back to my old authoritative
creed. Such éonductis doing more effectually the work of-
death to reformation, and to thesalvation of the world, than
‘all the powers, of infidelity, and skepticism combined. I
am well acquainted with a church, which agreed to ynite
upon the Bible alone, having rejected all human creeds, and
confessions. Soon after, a few began to conclude, the
ought toattend to the Lord'd supper every Lord’s day;it was

proposed, but being a new subject, the majority of tha

church, did not think it was sufficiently clear and express
in scripture to authorize them to act on it. The few without .
tHe advice of their bishop, or of*the church, withdrew, or-
dained for themselves officers, and proceeded to a separate
house and worshiped. I have heard,of othet churches, which
huve acted on thesame principles. I know another church,
which from: conviction had taken the Bible alone for the
ruleof their faith, and practice. This church had been ori-:
ginally Presbyterian, and indoctrinated in that faith. They
lived in peace’and unity fof many years, and their numbers
were greatly moltiplied. Al byt a few had submitted to
be immersed. These few were not convinced that it was
their duty to be immwersed, and without this conviction
would. not submit. They were considered by the majo-
rity as not in the kingdom, because not immersed; that
their sins were not remitted; that they had no right to any
of the peculiar privileges of the kingdom or church; and
they were therefore excluded. ' This argumtent, is taken
from fact. What shall we do? United christians must
be, or God must be disobeyed; his gospsi slighted, and the
world lost. Clristians cannot be one, I plainly see, while
thiese creeds exist. 'The Bible alone can unite, and bind
christians together; on this foundation alone can-Zion rest,

~and' shine to the conviction, and conversion of a sinful

world, This is my unwavering faith, and has been for 2
little time bacl, though vacillating.before from seeing di-
vision in the ranks of those, who had united on the Bible.
Mr. R<—. I rejcice exceedingly in the progress of re-
form. The sentiments, so powerfully expressed by all the
brethren, who have spoken, have long lain deeply in my
heart. To the same result I have come somg years 2go, and
have been for years laboring to impress this truth upon the
minds of my fellow creatures, and to arouse them to consi-
der seriousiy the subject. I feel thankful that my labors
c2
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have not been in vain. When I take a view of the millions
‘of my fellow ereatures, oh whom the light of the gospel has
never shone; who have never heard the name of Jesus; who
worship the work of their own hands; who groan in wretch-
edness, doubtful of their future destiny; when I view the
means used by christians to enlighten them, and teach’ them
the path to heaven; when ] view these christians preaching
peace to them afar off, and living in' discord, strife, and con-
tention af home; when I see them sending, and supporting
‘their owan party to these poor pagans, distributing their
party tracts, and teaching their party creeds. When I

view these things, my’heart sickens at the sight. Are-

they not sowing the seeds of strife among the heathen na-
tions; those seeds which have preduced so much unchristian
conduct among ourselves? Is this the way to convert the
world to the faith-and obedience of the gospel? I cannot

believe it is. ~ It may convert:them to nagmes and parties;.

to hatred and strife, but not to love, peace, and unity. “The
truth of this, stubbora facts declare. But the question again
occurs, What shall we do? ' ' Y

We all agree that christians must first be united before
the world can believe in Jesus, and be saved. We are
agreedin this, that whatever divides christians, and perpet-
uates that division, is not of God. This no idtelligent
person will deny. For the Bible, the simple facts stated in
the Bible, all believe, all receive. These have never divi-
ded christians, but the discrepant opinions, formed by men

on these simple truths or facts insthe Bible, have been the,

cause of all the mischjef. Yet these opinions would be
harmless, unless they be substituted'for the truth, and un-
less they lead to impiety, and demoralization® Whenever
opinions df Lruth be made the test or standard of christian

fellowship, then division follows.Whether these opinions be.

embodied in a creed book or not, the effect is the same, they
will divide christians. A person,or a church may renounce
all such creeds, and bboks, and boast in thé Bible alone
as his only creed; yet.that very church, through weakness,
may attich sich importance to their opinions, as to con-
demn all who dissent from them unworthy of christian fel-
lowship. The Bibleis not to be blamed for such unhallow-
ed deeds.. Every good has been abused; shall the Bib-
ble, therefore, be called an evil, and rejected? Opinions
of truth, substituted for the truth itself, and made tests of
fellowship, must be denounced as mischievous and wicked.

‘Opinions too, whose tendency is to demoralize, should be
frowned upon as opposite to truth. A brot}:er_of high
respectability not long ago gave me the following informa-
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tion. A Universalist preacher of the modern stamp had
preached to a large audience, and endeavored to prove that
there would be no future judgment; no hell; no punishment
after death, and labored to sneer, and scout the idea of a
devil,out of existence. That every one of the human fam-
ily at death, went strait to heaven. Anintelligent Dutch-
man was-one of his audience, and became n convert to the
doctrine; invited the preacher home with him, and kindly

‘treated him. - Well, says the Dutchman to the preacher, I

do pelieve your doctrine; but I peseech you do not tell my
prother John this, for he did steal some of my sheep; and if
hegets to pelieve there is no judgment, nor punishment, nor
hell hereafter, and that all will go straight to heaven when
they die, pesure he will steal some more of them. The
Dutchman rightlyjudged that thedoctrine was demoralizing.

Mr. C—— rose and spoke, I accord fully with the sen-
timents, expressed by my brother last up, and indeed, I can
say the same of the sentiments of all who have spoken.—
Neverdid I see more unanimity in so large an assembly of
those ofdifferent names. In this I do rejoice, and do exult
in the prospect of better days. Brother R. has given us a
plain and lucid dissertation on opinions, and has well shewn

their mischievous. effects, when made the test of fellowship.

As he has made no direct remarks on the two cases men-
tioned by Bp. M—— in reference to certain churches hay-
ing divided on two points, the Lord’s supper and baptism,

‘permit me to suggest a-few thoughts on this subject. One

church divided on the foliow nr Cccirine; a part contended
ihat the Lord’s supper shouid be attended to every Lord’s
day, and strenuously insisted upon its being observed. The
other part could not see sufficient authority in the Bible to
oblige them to the performance of it every first day. The
other church divided, because a part considered immersion
only to be baptism, and ordained for the remission of sins
the other part could not accord in those views. .That those
churches were wrong in dividing I entertain no doubt, and.

my reasons are as follows.

(To be continued.)

Parl: co. Indiana.

S'rmtrfnnns_on C.F. R.Shehane’s Strictures. See Chris-
tian Messenger, vol. 8.nos. b and 9.
BY 8. M. M'CORELE.
It is harder to understand some exposi®ors, than that whick
}hey expose. Our friend 8, is one of this kind: and anx-
lous to have an opponent.
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.In his first number he proposes “stricturés on some of 8,
M. McCorkle’s views”. His first quotation is in the fol-
lowing words: “The holy city is to be trodden under-foot,
forty and two months, this relates to the church: for the
prediction was made long after tire destruction of Jerusa-
lem-” = 3 4

His second guotation, (for I find but two,) reads thus: “In
Luke 22, there is a prediction which no one can prove to
have had an accomplishment; if in the future, it must cor-
respond with and strengthen our views.” The prediction
alluded to is as follows: “Ye are they which have contin-
ted with me in my temptations; and I -appoint unto you a
kingdom, as my father hath appointed unto me, that ye may
eat and drink at my.table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”” Now reader, can any
man in christendom, or out of it, tell from the above quo-
tations, what S. M. McCorkle’s views are.

My essays'may suffer as the holy book oftén does, from
scrap expositors; taken in detached parcels, and tortured
inte a meaning never designed by the author. = '

I defy any man on earth, learned or unlearned; to ascertain
from the quotations, or arguments of our young expositer,
the monstrous heresy contained in my views of the proph-
ecies;but after conjuring up some’ chimera of bis own brain;
some hydraor ““Jack Lantern;”’ and after rupning it through
the gauntlet he exultingly cries out, *“‘ Hallelnjah, how.can a
kingdom which canrot be moved; be shaken by the loud
thunders of Bahylonian cannons!” ]

Babylonian Cannons!! About which 1 confess igndtance;
except the above sentence; the following “jargon, or torng-
do of words and the like, should prove to be the called for
artillery. : '

He breaks out in-the following ebullition, challenging
his opponents, “to come forward and shew themselves like
men, clad in the panoply of God; but if they cannut, let
them acknowledge the fact, and cease to array predictions
to terrifythe credulous that haye been accomplished, worse
than a dark thunder cloud streaked with ten thousand
lightnings, borne on the wings of a whirlwind, does the sin-
ners who gaze upon the sublimity of nature,and tremble at
tge lightning’s _ffash and “thunder’s roll upor-the banners of
the air.”

The mind of our guthor must have labored prodigioysly,
when he was delivered of such a grouppf unintelligibles.—
If the printer bas done him justice, it is an outrage on com-
mon sense.
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Young authors. should simply tell what they know, and
simply express what they feel; should learn that thereis but
one littlesstep between the sublime and the ridiculous,

Before taking up his arguments, I will notice another
passage; his concluding paragraph. “If what I have said
(says he) be insufficient to prove theiposition which Ihave
taken, 1 have arguments yet in store that no maa in his
sense can either get round or over-” Hereonrauthor has
taken the advantage of his oppencnt, by passing sentence of
“‘non compus,” aforehand on Lim, ii perchance, he may get
“round’ or, over” his unénswerable arguments “yet in
store.” Perhaps he had better hold them still in store; for
should they fall any thing short of demonstration; men of
sense may get round or over them, and by the by may re-
wverse senlence. 1

Mr. 8. has talea much pains to prove, that which I be-
lieve as firmly as he does himself, viz: that Christ has 2
kiagdom on earth. Had he none previous to theday of pen-
tecost Was there no truth in it?  Why did it not abide
forever! Was the kingdom exterminated, or did it only
change hands? Is the moral kingdom never to change
hands again! Christ said to the Jews: “The kingdom of God
shall be taken from yon,and given Lo anation bringing forth
the fruits thergof.” The Jews like friend ‘8. believed the
kingdom was fo abide with them forever. Such changes
have taken place, therefore, may -again, when the same
cause exists. | will now take up the points at issue, be-
tween Mr. 8. and myself, and as near as I can gather from
his quotations, and arguments tlhiey are—

1. The Apocalypse; was it written before, or after the
destruction of Jerusalem?

2. The great city; holy cily, etc. Rev. 11. was it relative
to the christian dispensation, the church, or does it relate
to Jerusalem? A

3. Whetber the promise made to the disciples, Luke 22,
30, be in the future or the past? :

“A mountain‘in labour.”

Luke was quoted to strengthen my views about a first
resurrection of the Apostles, Martyrs, etc. their personal
reign with the Savior during the Millenium.

Perhaps Mr. §. alludes to this when charging me with
arraying “predictions to terrify the credulous.”

Who are these crednlous: pious or impious?

Has piety any thing to fear! Can the lovers of the mas-
ter dread his return, ora resurrection of his Martyred fol-
lowers! He is tobe“revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know
Rot God, and obey not the gospel.” . Our author may say
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this is to take place at the close of time: then, and in that
case the son of perdition is tu be destroyed with the bright-
ness of his coming, at the close of Lime!

It would be a happy thing indeéd 1f our expositors could
fix the accomplishmett oi'uli the alarming prophecies at the
close of time; fix the date of tle apocalypse prior to the des-
tructicn ef Jerusalem, and accomplish all 1ts terrible me-
taphors on the devoted Jews. -Happy ridance.

Iodependent of history, or. what lreneus bas said about
the time of John’s banishment, I Lave some plain common
sense reasons for believiog the book called Revelation, was
written long after the [all of Jerusalem, and cap have had
no allusions to the event.

In vain have our expositors and Protestant divines, been
lavishing opprobrious epithets on the Catholic ehurch, cal-
ling it “Babylon the great 1 he mothcr of liarlots, and abomi-
natlons of the earth,” whon accerding to the theory of Mr.
8. this was spcken relative to Jerusalem a holy city.

The first part of the apecalypse was addressed to the seven
ehu'rches qf Asia; not to the Jews at d4ll." In the churches
of Smyrna,and Philadel phia, Jews are spoken of. The word
Jerusalem, if iy recilection serves me right, does not oc-
cur in the book without a prefix new, to it,

The commonly received opinion about the date of the
bo_ok 1s, that it was within ahout the year 95 or 6/ setting
this aside my arguments are; that prophecies relative to
the destruction of Jerusalem had beéen made aforehand by
the ‘Savior, as plain as language could make them. See
Matthew 24, **there shal! not be leff here one stone’upon
another that shall not be thrown down.” Mark uses the
same words, see Luke 19, ‘‘And when he came near, he
beheld the city and wept over it for the diy shall come upon
thee that thine encmies shall cast a trench about thee, and
compass thee round and keep the 1n onjevery side, and shall
lay thee ever with the ground and thy children within thee:
and thay shall not leave i thee one stone upon another.”—
““And they shall fall by the edge ‘of the sword, and shall be
led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be
tfoddg.n down of the Gentiles,until the times of the Gen-
tiles be fulfilled.” A plainer prediction was never made,

was never fulfilled. Matthew wrote,say#0 years before the,
dreadful event, Mark and Luke about six. Now after such

plain predictiqns which could not be made much plainer,
would it not have been useless, aye, worse than useless,
a consummate folly, to bave delivered the prophecies over
again in metaphors, the most dark and mysterious, in figures
which neither Jews nor Gentiles have been able to under-
stand or deeipher, for 1500 years. Who after such a plain
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prediction as is recorded by Luke, would ever dream of-

searching John in the Revelation, for the sake of arriyving
at a more perfect knowledge of the event. A prophecy
after jt 1s given in plain and intelligible language, should
never bedari, or delivered in enigmas.

So has God never done

1t would be an absurdity; pernaps ourauthor can sélve the -

difficulty by proving the apucalypse to have been written
revious to thehistory, of Matibew, Mark, or Luke, or even

before Christ’s prophiecy on the Mount. This would be,:

full as hard to do, as it would be for himn to prove the asser-

sion of Ireneus false, relative to the time of John’s banish- _

ment. Qur authormust callip question, several other yes-
pectable historidus on tlie snbject, who lived more'than-one
thousand years hefore he'was born, whose names are to live
on the page of history, when the ephemeral porductions of
our meteorick scribblers will go down to oblivion,

1 will now take notice to hLis uhpardonable blunders
about the holy city. No place in,the New Testament is
Jerusalem called @ holy city by inspiration. Matthew asa
historian calls it the holy city. It was a favorite place, re-
lative to the Jewish metrapolis. o it is a common thing
in a certain chureh, to call a certain class of men holy fa-
thers. The apocalypse, after the third chapter is unques-
tionably propliecy; not a history of the past, but of the fa-
ture. . Does it require inspiration to write a history of the
past. Wiy did Matthew call Jerusalem the holy city! Just
because custom had made the term familiar.  For a very

e

different reason does Jolin, speaking of signs in the future, *

by inspiration say, holy cily.

Would-Christ weep over a &oly. city, charge it with the
blood of the prophets; calling ‘the Tegpple worship, and its
appendages *‘a den of thieves.”

Did Churist call it aden of thieves becanse it was holy, or
unholy? Now, after such allegations against Jerusalem,
who would expect it to be called by inspiration, holy city.—
Another consideration whichshould bave some weight with
tlivse who have not clgsed their’ eyes to reason and com-
mon sense altogether. The book called Revelation is con-
sidered by all expositors, in all ages, a book of metaphors,
figures, etc. Now is the words holy cily, etc. to be taken as
a figure, orliterally? 1f as a figure, the whole system goes

overboard at once: If titeral var friend must furnish us -

with a literal ghject for the two.withesses, the two olive
trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of
the whole earth.”” 1seenothliog butdificulties before our
young expositor. The two passages which he would identi-
fy, as relative to the same object are,
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«Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles until

the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”
“And the holycity shall they tread under foot forty.and twe
months.” Can these passages have the same objects in view?
If so Jerusalem at the expiration of the ferty and two
months, sliould have been reinhabited by the Jews. 7o say
it is to be trodden under foot forty and two months, is in-
directly tosay, at the expirution of the lerm, itis not te
he trodden under foot. We bave general acceptions, and
A.Clark, forsaying the forty and two months does embrace
1260 years. . This lengtl of time is the cily to be trodden
under foot and np longer, . ::ppose wg apply this to the Jew-
ish city; the 1260 years would have run ont 500 years ago.

What bis taken placesince! Jerusalem is still trodden

nnder foot, and still ke to be.
_ Is there any dependesce on such prophecy or such fulfill-
ments? If tbis does not prove that Jerusalem cannot be the
nbject of the prophecy, there is but little proof in argu-
ment, but little certainty in the application of prophecy to
events, past, present, or to come. The book called Reve-
lation, taken literally. is nothing but a bundle of absurdi-
ties without a2n ohject in Lieaven, earth, or hades.

Taken as a book of metaphors, and pot otherwise, it is
solvable. The temple, the altar, the loly city, the two
witnesses, the forty and twe months, the two olive trees,
and the two candlesticks; to common sense can be nothing
else than fizures; respecting sometbing to which'they may
be compared. If they be figures, and what else can they
be; to what can they apply the city, but the church? Js not
the church called a city, and its members a temple? With
much propriety our young divine might arraign Paul for
saying: “Know ye not that ye are the temple of Gud, ete.”
wfor the temple of God is hioly, which temple ye are.”

Notorious fact says, that the most boly, pious, spiritnal
associations of christians, have been most persecuted, or
trodden under foot, since the son of perdition came to the
throne. in the religious world. -~ _

I conld name some denominations, who while they were
spiritnal and holy associations; weré persecuted, and trod-
den under foot, but since thiey have lost their spirituality,
have ceased to be persecuted, have ceased to be the holy
cily.

.'?{t would require an adept indeed in the art of spirituali-
zing, and reconciling iccongraities, to make out; “*Mistery
Babylon the great, the mother of harlots, and abominations
of the earth.”” Babylon tle greal “ithe habitation of devils,
the hold of evéry foul spirit, and the cage of every unclean,

and hateful bird.” “The apocalyptic woman.” “Drunken
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with the blood of' the saints.” ““The great city, which is
spiritually called Sodom, and Egypt. Where also our
rd was crucified.” ' s

To be the holy city alluded to, Rev. 11!! Cannot Christ
be crucified in bis people! Paul says something about Christ

being crucified afresh, ‘and about filling up the measure of
his sufferings. . '

The same city, ruleth over the kings of the earth,” For
500 years previous to the date of the apocalypse, the kings
of the earth had been ruling over Jerusalem with a rod of
iron. And still worse; “amighty Angel took'up astone like
a great mill stone, and cast it into the sea, saying, thus
with violence shzall the greatcity Babylon, be thrown down
and shall no more be found at all.” Now accerding te proph-
ecy, according to the promise of the Lord Almjghty, and
the unconquerable expectation of the Jews; Jerusalem by
the son of Abraham is to be again, “safely inhabited:” See
Zechariah 14.

.But farther, according to our expositor, the two witness-
es were martyred in Jerusalem; the two olive treesstanding
before the God of the whole earth.” Who are they? Were
they men? History is silent on the subject. We ask the
records of antiquity for their names in vain. What beast
made war on them! Aeccording to our friend’s theory, it
must have been a literal brute beast. A

What, “‘people, and kindred, and tongues, and nations,”
saw “their dead bodies” lie unburied three days and a half?
What event did ever take place in Jerusalem, to which we
may affix their resurrection’ When did a tenth part of
the city fall?

When Mr. 8. has answered these questions to the satis-
faction of common sense, we will place a few difficulties in
his way, about the quotation om which he places such reli-
ance. ‘1t cannot be that a prophet perish out of Jerusa-

Jem.” - This is quoted to prove the great city Babylon in the

Revelation to be Jerusalem!! Because in Babylon was found
“the blood of prophets!” The passage was certainly never
intended for a prophecy, but a reproof, reproaching, and
charging the Jews with the blood of the prophets. Now,

‘are there no prophets called for in christian dispensation?

Panl says: “God bath setsome in the church, first apostles,
secondly prophets,” etc. Is there no prophecy ih the New
Testament? ' Can there be prophecy without prophets? It
would be hard to proye Paul, and Peter were not prophets,
and much harder to prove, that they did not perish out of
Jerusalem! § 5

If I have not tired my readers, I am growing weary my-
self, of noticing a publication so replete with blunders, and
bombast. D
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To James Fishback, D. D.

Dear Sip:— Frequentlysince I left Kentucky, I have heard
that you are reiterating the stale, and oft refuted charge
against me, that I deny the atonement. My dear sir, Idid
hope better things of you. I did not expect you to join in
the ramks of those, who malevolently persecute a wo-beaten
womas, and unite in the hue, and cry against me, now om
the verge of eternity. Had you labored in the spirit of 2
christian to convince me.of this soul destroying error, you
would have laid me under obligations to esteem you more
highly. Opportunities abundant you have had for more than
twenty years to do this christian act; but those opportuni-
ties were never improved by you. Now, when I am in the
«Far West,” you assail me publicly, and privately Wwhen I
am not there to defend myself.

You say, I deny the atonement. 'It may be, I deny your
views of it, if any definite views {ou-have had, you said this,
1 should not have blamed you. It may be true, that I have

-denied the views of the evangelic orthodoz; but sir, you have
long since learned, that many of their views are insustaina-
ble;-and, therefore, you cannot urge thei as a correct rule
by which to measure any doctrine. Many of your own doc-
trines would be tekelized, if weighedin the balances of their
sanctuary. My greatest opposers; I should have said, my
most intelligent, and honest opposets, do not say; dare mot
say, that I have denied the atonement; they acknewledge,
ihat as faras I have gone in the doctrine, I am correct;
but they blanfe me for not going farther into it. I am not
ashamed to confess, that I have gone as far as the book of
God has led me, as far as my limited mind could understand.
Farther than this would be, ““tobe wiseabove what is. writ-
ten.” Others have adventured beyond into the inexplora-
ble field of speculation, and have wandered so far, and so
long from the Bible, that they are completely lost, and it is
feared, will mever be reclaimed to thesimple faith of Christ.
The christian world have long been busily engaged in buil-
ding up and establishing Babel-systems, of materials partly
iron, and partly clay; or of speculation, and truth, which can
never agree. - Y

I have written much, and often on the subject of atone-
ment, yet many of my readers have not seen any of those
essays. 1 will give the outlines of the doctrine,as I have

“before written, and taught, for their information.

I have denied the word afone to signify to at-ome, or to
reconcile; and atonement to be at-one-ment, or reconcilea-
tion. This I have proved from the etymology of the He-
hrew word keper,and the Greek word kalallagee, which words
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our translators have rendered reconciliation very frequent-
ly, as well as atonement. I have proved thedefinition cor-
rect from the most learned Lexicographers, and writers,
as Baily, John Brown of Haddington, Shakspeare, etc. The
word atonemeat, we have granted, is sometimes used metb-
nimioally, as the cause for effect. Thus the victim forsac-
rifice is sometimes called the atonement, because by this;
the atonement or reconciliation was effected.. So Christ
may be called the atonement; his blood may be called the
blood of atonement; because by this, the reconciliation or
atonement is effected. ;

The effects of the blood of Christ I have repeatedly stated;
as that it was shed for the remission of sins; to purge us
from sin; to purify, and cleanse us from all sin; to wash us
f{'om sin; to take away sin; to reconcile us to God; to sanc-
tify us from sin, to justify us, etc. Now,sir, you well know
that these truths I have zealously taught, and maintained
for more than a quarter of a century. These, I am persua-
ded, will stand or fall with the Bible; nor will you presume
todeny them, nor will any man, who believes the scriptures.

I havealsomentioned that theblood of Christ will never ef-
fect these things in us, until we believe, and obey the gos-
pel. Will his blood justify, remit, wash, cleause, or sanctif:
an unbeliever? Will it reconcile or at-one us to God till be-
lieved! Will it produce any good effect in the impenitent
disobedient unbeliever? Not one will affirm it. Tn this
truthwe must be agreed. I have stated the application of
the doctrine to be this. Holy Adam was sweetly united
with the Holy God; this blissful union would have forever
existed, if man had continued holy; but sin broke the union;
‘‘your iniquities have separated between you, and your
God.” Jesus was sent from heaven to restore the union
between man, and his God, or to make an at-one-ment,—
This at-one-ment, or union ¢annot be effected, till sin, the
separaling cause, be removed, and the holy spirit of God
restored. This is done through faith in the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus. - When our sin is remitted, and the
holy spirit received, then we are holy, as God is holy; right-
€ous even as he is righteous, and pure even as he is pure.—
Then, and not till then, is the reconciliation, or at-one-
ment effected betweep God and man.  Righteousness has
no fellowship with unrighteousness. :

Thls,lsu, is the doctrine of atonement, which I have for
80 long 2 time taught; and if I have ever written or spoken
a sentiment in opposition to 1t, 1 am unconscious of it, and

-would willingly retract it, could I be convinced of it. Bat

““thiﬂg less that scripture testimony can do this.
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Yourdefinition of atonement, as you have written in your
Gth essay, page 104, is this: “The word atonement, in its
original sense always denotes some amends or satisfaction,
or the neglect of some  duty, or the cominission of some
faunlts or crime.” This definition is humbly denied to be
correct, and not one text quoted by you from our Bible
gives any learning to such a definition. What fault or
crime had the woman to make amends or satisfactionj for
in bearing children in lawful wed-lock? Yet she had to
malke an atonement. #What fault, or crime was it for the
man {o have the leprosy? Yet for-this he must make an
atonement. ' So the man with a running issue, etc. Do,
sir, read the following texts, and in your next edjition cor-
rect your error. Lev: 12,6—8. 15, 15—30. 14, 18—31.
5..6. Num. 6. 11, and many others. You will by consulting
the Bible, and the sentiments of the learned that the ori-
ginal sense of the Habrew keper (which is translated at-
onement,) is, to cleanse or purify. This ig the primary ef-
fect of the blood of sacrifices. “ITor almost all things under
the law were purged with blood”—for nothing unpurged
or impure could be at-one, or reconciled with a pure, and
holy God.” The Greek word katallagee:translated atone-
ment once, and but once in the New Testament, never in
one instance signifies what you havestated. It constantly
means reconciliation, and is so generally translated.

On page 105, you explain your views of atonement thus:
“When, therefore, I say, that Christ in his sufferings was our
SUBSTITUTE, or, by them he made an EXPIATORY OF-
FERING forus, I mean, that God did appoint, and accept the
sufferings of Christ, instead of the punishment due to us, as sin-
ners against his law; and that in consequence of this appointinent,
and of these sufferings, he communicated to us, spiritugl gospel
light, gives us faith and repentance, and forgives us our sins,
and receives us to his favor.? : :

Here are as many asserlions as there are sentences, un-
supported by any higher authority than Proff: Stewart of An-
dover. His authority is not equal to the Bible, and there-
fore must fail in producing conviction in minds, which try
every doctrine by that holy book. Where does the Bible
teach, that in consequence of the sufferings of Christ, gos-
pel light, or the gospel itself is communicated to us’—and

that in consequence of these sufferings, faith; and repen- -

tance were given unto us? Where is it said in the Bible
that God accepted the sufferings of Christ, instead of the
punishment due tous? Where in that bool shall we find the
emphatized words, substitule, and expiatory offering? It is
not my design to deny or affirm any thing you have written
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in this last paragraph. It is in substance the same that bas
been said a thousand times by others, though net so darkly
expressed as by you.

Had youdrawn your divinity from the Bible, and not from
men you would have been a little more charitable to those,
who cannot receive your unscriptural dogmas; you would
not have nullified all their claims to christianity, and pre-
judged them to perdition. You attend too much to the
dead, and the living, speaking to you from many volumes all
around yon. Amidst the din of confusion, you do not at-
tend to the voice of the inspired, who speak in the Bible;
theirstill small voice is hardly heard, only through your poor
fallible interpreters.

As I have always said, that I am a fallible creature, and
may have erred in many things: and on this . very doctrine
of the atonement ! may have indulged in vain speculation.
I wish none to receive any thing I may have written, unless
expressed.in the language of 1nspiration. ;

My dearsir, you and I are verging on eternity. It becomes
us to set an example of moderation, and piety to the rising
generation. Let us adopt the sentiment of the pious poet,

“Clamor, and wrath, and war begone,
Envy, énd,spite forever cease; ;
Let bitter words no more be known,
Among the saints, the sons of peace.”

May the God, and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, bless
you with the Heavenly blessings. Amen.’ Epiror,

P. 8. Not to controvert with you have I written, but to
defend myself from-undeserved imputations. With you the -
subject is dropt, nor will it ever be resumed, or attended to
with regard to you, unless necessity belaid upon me. Eb.

Boston, January 16, 1835.

Drar Faruer v TeE Gosrer—I tdke the liberty to ad-
Aress you this letter, on Lwo subjects, in which I feel a deep
interest, Although I am personally a etranger to you, I
have often heard of you, and from you with delight.

The first thing relates to the Christians in the west. Per-
haps the following enquiries embrace the information ypu
would need in order to give me the knowledge of them I de-

‘Bire, 2
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1. Have the christians given up the old ground, or, that on
which they first came out in doctrine, and practice, thirty
years agot - o

2. Are they now amalgamated-with the reformers, or dis-
ciples; so as’to make of both partiesone body, or do the chris-
tians, retain a distinct standing, and adhere to the NAME,
and the divine unity, etc. as formerly? :

3. Orhave the teformersunited with the christians, in part,
or fully. - : .

The second thing relates to the Indiana Unity, at New

. Albany. We have heard of it, by one Mg, BENNET; but we

are in the dark about him, and the Unity.. He was received

in the east as a good man, but:has since been advertised -

in the Millenial Harbinger. Anyinformation you can give
me on the subject will be very greatfully received. )

I trust you will pardon me for'obtruding myself upon your
notice at this time, when I inform you, that muth anxiety
is felt on the above subjects in the east. Also, that I
judged you'to be the most proper person, to give answer to
the first questions, if not thelast.

In "conclusion, I will most affectionately invite you, to
visit New England. I will assuré you that thousands will
bid youa hearty welcome. L

‘1 will be one of your substribers tlfe ensuing year. .

: Yours with respect, J. V. HIMES.

ANSWER TO THE ABOVE LETTER.

Broraer Hiues:—The “liberty” you have taken is entirely
agreeable to me. I should rejoice to have correspondence
with many brethren in the east, and would certainly possess
that joy, were it not for the heayy tax of postage. To your
queries 1. will attend; and as you say, “that much anxiety
is fe]t-on the above subjects (queries) in the east,” I will
publish the answer for théir information. ]

Query 1. Have the Christians.given up the old ground, or
that on which they first came out, in doctrine, and prac-
tice, thirty years ago! » -

Ans. No, they have not. The ground, on which we then
stood, was the Bible alone, as the only rulg of our faith, and

‘practice. * This ground we yet occupy, to the exclusion of
all creeds of human mould, and device, as authoritative.—
It is true, by attention to the Bible we have corrected many
mistaken notions; as infant sprinkling; as pouring,. apd
sprinkling mearing baptism, or immersion, etc. Several
such traditions many of us brought with us from our former

MESSENGER . 43

ssaetiations; but they were soon relinquished. The leading
doctrine we then believed, and taught, we believe, and
teach still; nor am I conscious of having given up one. But
“we have learned, that.controversy, and speculation on trin-
ity, divine unity, and many kindred doctrines, bewilder
rather than edify; deaden, rather than enliven; and please,
rather than profit any. §We have, thereforé, endeavored te
speak of these things in the language of scripture, If all
would 3o the same, then all would speak the same things,
and controversy would die. The controversy on these sub-
jects has been kept up for fifteen centuries with unchristian
zeal, and what good has been effected? rather, what evils
have been the result? Our ceasing to controvert on these
.points has led some to think we have abandoned our forme.
views. We believe in one God, the Father; that Jesus
Christ is the son of God, and *that the Holy Spirit is the
spirit of God., This is our faith, and, we Believe, it is the
faith of allfchristians; I am eure it is the faith of all those
with whom I am immediately connected. 4
Query 2. “Are they (the Christians) now amalgamated
with the Reformers or Disciples, so as to make of both par-
‘ties one body? Or do the Christians maintain a different
standing, and adhere to the name, and the divine unity, etc.
as formerly? )
Ans. This query includes several particulars, to which 1
will attend. In Georgetown, (Ky.)and its vicinily, there
was a large church of Christians to wbom I was miiister.—.
In the neighborhood was also a church of those, called Re-
formers. Of which church'John T. Johnson was the minis-
ter., We worshipped separately for some time, till we be-
came better acquainted. . We then found that we stood on
the same foundation, the Bible alone, and were aiming at
the same end, the salvation of our souls, and of ‘the*souls of
others. They had imbibed the popular prejudices against
us, and we had indulged in the same agaiost them. We be-
gan to worship together; this produced love; love destroyed
our prejudices; and union was the result. .They did not join
us, nor did we join them; but we matually agreed to meet
on the Bible alone; great, and glorious were the effects. It
was like an electric shock to the wicked partof the commu
nity. Ourmeeting houses were filled to overflowing; crowds
were pressing into the kingdom, and the saints 'were._ﬁ!led
with joy. Neither side gave up any sentiment, or opinion,
nor were they requested to do it.
Many other churches in the south, and west, seeing, and
hearing of the divine effects of this'union, have done likwise.
We have never changed our hame. The Reformere (so cal-
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led) will not own any other name than -kristisn, and contend
for this name alone. 'As might have been expected, the
union in some churches is not perfect; there are some jar-
ring materials, which stickle for their .old dogmas, and
must have 2 uniforniity of faith in certain opinions, which
are reccived as -essential to true religion. Some have jarred
2bout baptism for remission; some could not so plainly see
the duty of weekly communion, and have caused ushappy
excitementsin some places.” What a pity, that christians
should wrangle, and divide aboyt such things! .Q! for the
grace of forbearance with each others ignorance, and weak-
ness.. In many places there are large christian churches,
where there are no Reformers; they of course retain a dis-
tict standing, though generally they approved of the union.
I'have been astonished, and grieved at the inconsistence of
some among us. Union with all christians they have long,’
and zealously pleaded; but when we begin to practice what
they plead for, they oppose. Is it nothing more nor less
than a sectarian spirit.
Query 3. Or, have the Reformers united with the Chris-
tians in part, or fully? <
Ans. This is answered already. I wish my brother to
know, that we hgtve.had no general council on this subject.
Churches have aéted in their private capacity. 2
The aecond particular, concerning which you wish infor-
mation,*elates to the “Indiana University at New Alba-
ny.” This University is merely ideal, conceived in the
brain of Mr.Bennet. With it I had no connexion, I never
heard that.such a thing was in agitation, until I saw the ac-
‘count printed in the New Albany Gazette, Mr. Bennet
wrote to us afterwards a pompous letter, and wished us to
rint in favor of the scheme. We paid no attention to it.
le dragged our names with ‘those of brother Campbell,
Scott, and others before the public gaze. This was a sub-
ject of ridicule to our opposers, and of mortification to us.
We were constrained to disavow publicly our ignorance
of the whole gigantic aircastle. Soon after-this Mr. Ben-
nettdisappeared; nor have I since scarcely heard his name,
or any mention of his University, enly as I saw the adver-
tisemént in the Harbinger respecting him., With respect
to his character, I can say nothing from my ewn knowledge.
I bad buta very partial acquaintance with him, never hav-
ing had but oneshort interview with him.
I thank you fer-your patronage of the Christian Messenger.

May grace, mercy, and peace be with you.
: ' B. W. STONE.
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On the Scriptural manner of ordaining, or setling apart
men for the service of the church.

I\T admits of no doﬁb_t, that Jesusordained the'twelve Apos-
tles: John xv. 16. “I have chosen you, and ordained you

that ye should go, etc.” o _
In the ordination of Matthias to fill the place of Judas,

the three existing congregations of 120 were required by

thé Apostle Peter to select from among themselves a per-
son qualified to fill the office. . They appoigted two, Joseph
and Matthias; but Matthias alone was ordained: Acts first
chapter. In these two cases the manner of ordaining is not
named; but here is a marked distinction between ‘ordain-
ing to an office, and of choosing, and appointing to an office.
Joseph, though appointed to be an apostle by .the church,
was not acknowledged as such; Why? Because he was not
ordained. From this:we are taught, that a congregation,
may choose, and appoint men to certain offices; but those
offices they cannot fill, untill they are ordained.

The next case of setting apart men for'the service of the:
church is found in Acts vi. Seven men were chosen and
appointed by the church to fill a certain office. But after
the choice, and appointment were made, the Apostles laid
there hands on them. - Till this act was performed by the
Apostles those seven were not allowed to ofiiciate in, the
office to which they were chosgn, and appointed by the
charch. It cannot be presumed that the only baseuess of
these men was to serve tables; two of them are part}qular
named as preachers, or evangelists, Stephen and Philip.—
The word Didakonos translated deacon but commouly, minis-
ter is very frequently applied to those-who minister in the
word as well as in other matters. Reapjthe following texts
where the word diakons, (deacon) is translated minister, and:
you will find it applied to Christ himself; to his Apostles,to
preachess; and even to civil magistrates. Rom. xiii. 44 1.
Cor, iii. 5. 2. Cor.iii. 6. vi. 4. xi. 15. Gal. ii. 17. Eph. iij.
7. vi. 21.: Col. i. 7—23+-47. 1. Tim. iv. 6. '

In Acts 18, we have an account of certain prophets and
teachers in the church at Antioch, setting apart, or sepa-
rating, Saul, and Barnabas for a scertain work. *The man-
ner of doing this is particularly described; “And when they
(the prophets and teachers) had fasted, and prayed, and laid
their hands on them, they sent them away.” The work to
which they were separated, was, to preach the gospel, to
confirm.it by miracles; to confirm the souls of the disciples,
and to ordain elders in every church. Paul had been pre-
viously appointed, separated, and ordained to preach the
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gospel, and so, it is presumed, was Barnabus. Yet nowsent
forth as evangelists, they arere-ordained to the work; orare
thus solemnly re-commended to the grace of God for the
work, by fasting, prayer, and lying on of the hands of the
prophets and teachers in Antjoch. In the same manner Saul,
and Barnabas acted in every church whither they came.—
They ordained elders in every church by prayer, and fas-
ting, and commending them to the Lord. Acts xiv. 23. The
originalword for ordaining is Cheirotoneesant es, the literal
meaning of which word is fo stretch out the hand. This Saul;
and. Barnabus did, when they laid their hands on them.—
Hence the meaning of the word, when followed by an accu-
sative, is, fo constitule to an office. Park, on the word.
y The ordipation of Timothy comes next in review. 1. Tim.
v, 14, ““Neglact not the gift that is“in thee, which was
given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of
thé presbytery.” 1. Tim. v. 22..and ii. Tim, i. 6, “Where-
fore, I.put thee in remembrance, that thou stir up the gift
of God, whichs in thee by the putting on of my hands.”—
When Christascended upon high, he received gifts for men;
these gifts are found Rom. xii. 6. Eph. iv. 8, 10, 11, etc.
“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is
siven to us, whether prophecy; or ministry; or teaching; or
exhorting,etc. From this it is plain, that the gift conferred
on Timothy, was that of prophecy, or of ministering, or of
preaching the word; and that this giftwas given by the lay-
ini’on of the hands of the presbytery, or eldership,

aul cautions Timothy, “to lay hands suddenly on no
man.” 1. Tim.v. 22. Be not hasty in ordaining-any man to
the ministry-of the word; let not the gifts be rashly confer-
red on any man, who does not possess the qualifications,
pointed out'in chapter iii.

Titus was left by Paul in Crete to ordain elders in every
city. The manneraf ordaining these elders is not named,
buty undoubtely, it was the same as was practiced by the
Apostles and teachers at that time.

From these premises we conclude,that ordinasion to the
work of the ministry was performed by the imposite on of
the hands of the elders in' the New Testament church.—
Not one instance to the contrary jis found on record.—
Therefore it appears that no person can be legally induced
into the nrinistry*without this act. ‘Many may smile at this
idea, and may think such ordination merelyarite, or a mere
unessenfipl thing. Yet these same people will contend,
that immersion.is essential in the right performance of
; bnptimi-#hda?;ht none but the immersed can \be members
of theghurch. (To de continued.)
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

long since, a Presbyterian preacher, not one hundred
g?lres frgm Jackaonville,ylll. immersed a person for the re-
mission of eins. This we have learned from undoubted an-
thority. Also Bishop Smith, the learned, and pious Epis-
copalian Doctor, immersed a person of this place also for

ission of sins. -

th;‘;fsu;s the pressage of better times. Indeed, the doctrine
pi’eached by us, and-the New School, or refqmed Prgsby-
terians, 18 distinguished by only a few light shades of ﬂlﬂ'elll'i
ence. We joyfully anticipate the day, when they wi
cease to contend for their orthodoxy according to their old
confession of faith; when thgy \"Flll not fear to exchange tl'le
name Presbyterian’ for Chnlst}an; when t.he’yr shall be wil-
ling to be denounced as heretics for Christ’s sake, and to
suffer the loss of all things, 1n order te premote the truth,
and save the world, lying in ruins. I have not heard that
this preacher was ever censured by his brethren for thus
immersing for remission. Inded, such of them as has read
Prof: Stewart’s dissention on baptism,must justify his course
for immersing; and baptism for remlssu_m,dws d;:lub; pt:t_,
:il. not long hence, be universally received by si':}nf-r::, i

—

i . IIL in-
Jan. 15, 1835. Brother G. W. Lester, of Pike co. Il
l‘orr:: us that reformation is spreading in that section of
count‘ry: for the two last Sunday’s six on each day, were
\ the church. ‘ ;
ad%e;i.tci. 1835. Brother John M. Harris of Russelville, Ia.
immersed 5 at Sand creek.

Jorr Hucngs, of Springfield Ill. writes' Dec.
31B1i$:z fha: :t a meeting in the Buffalo-heart grove, 2
few days ago three professed faith in the Lord; the prospects
there is good.

AN APOLOGY.

Ax Apology is due to my patrons ror the vourse paper, on
whichw:hig,lrmmber appears. I had engagéd good paper in
Kentucky, previeus to my remeval bere, and expected if
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.in time to print the first number: but for reasons yet uan-
known to me that paper has never arrived, and never been
heard of since it .was sént to be transported to Meredoesia,
Illinois. Disappointed in getting that, F sent to. St. Louis,
for medium paper, but instead of this, they sent meimperial,
at 85 50 a ream. It was too large, and one fourth had to
be trimmed off. For the second or present number, I sent

‘by a friend for medium paper No. 2. Instead of which you
have the sample in the No. before you. It came too laté for
me to get better now. This is the last of February, and
the present No. should have been finished, and sent off three
weeks ago. I hope my patrons will accept the apology,
seeing I had to give fully the price of good medium paper
for this, i. e. $3 50 per ream.

The christian conferénce met on Loughery creek, Rip-
ley cou. Ta. Oct. 20, 1834. The brethren appointed some
general meetings, to which-they wish publicity to be giv-
en through the Messenger. 1st. At Delhi in Ohio, to com-
mence on the Friday before the 2d Lord’sday in June 1835.
2d At brother Daniel.Whitakers on South Hogan, Dear-
born co. Ia. commencing on Friday before the 2d Lord’s day
in September. 3d. At brother Daniel Roberts’ at Man-
chester, commencing on Friday before the 2d Lord’s day of
Oztober. 4th At brother Vincent Roberts in Jackson
iownship, on Friday before the 1st Lord’s day in September,
the conference will meet on Loughery, Ripley co. Ia.

A the last cenference five were added to the church.

iteport of the yearly meeting beld at Milton, Ia. Sept.
:834, of the number of churclies in that section. 1st Milton,
48 members. 2d Liberty, 24. 3d Loughery, 34. 4th White
cum, 7. Oth. Bethlehem 55. 6th Palmyra Ky. 126. Next
anion meeting to be holden at Palmyra, Henry co. Ky. on
theszcond Friday of September, 1835.

Many—a great many of our old patrons are yet in arrears,
some have not yet paid a cent for eight volumes. Can they
expect justice? We once more entreat them to remember
us, aud send us what is due, always informing us the partic-
alar volumes for which they pay. Letthem writeto I_. T
Johnson,P. M.at Georgetown, Ky, or to me in Jacksonville,
il if more convenient.

CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

BY BARTON W. STONE,

AN ELDER IN THE CHURCH OF CHRIST.
= = . — —
¢ Prove all things: hold fast that which is good .’>—~Pavr,

Vor.1X.] JacksonviLLg, ILL. MarcH, 1835, [No, 8-
P e T B et e e e T

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER,

Is published monthly, in_Jacksonville, Illinois, at oNE poy.-
LAR a year, or for twelve numbers, if paid on the reception
of the second number—or ONE DOLLAR AND TWENTY-FIVE
cts.if not paid within six months. Persons procuring eight
subscribers,and remitting the money tothe editor,shall have
one volume for their trouble. The postage to be paid by the
subscribers. The postage is 14 cents a number under one
hundred miles, and 24 cents over one hundred miles.

On the Scriptural manner of ordaining or setling apart
men for the service of the church.

(Coucluded from page 46.)

They will not be satisfied by being told that baptism is 2
mere rite, and unessential: Why? Because, it is a divine
ordinance. And is not the imposition of the hands of the
eldership in ordination also a divine qrdinance? and there-
fore essential? Let us cleave to the Book of God, which
we have professed to take for the standard of our practice
as well as of our faith. s

But, says one, the imposition of the Apostles’ hands was
the'sign of confering the Holy Spirit. The day of miracles
is past. Itis folly for us to retain the sign, without the
power' of confering the thing signified. I answer: Bap-
tism is also instituted as that, through which we ruceive
the Holy Spirit. And does not God confer this gift through
this simple act? Who will then say, that God will not con-
fer his Holy Spirit through the simple act of laying on of
hands? Did he notdoit to the Samaritans, Acts viii.? Did
he not do it at Fphesus, Acts xix.? 1am afraid, that many
by vain philosophy, are for confining the divine gift and op-

erations of the spirit to Apostolic days, and never dream
that it is the privilege of christiansin these latter daysto

E
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be filled with the spiritias in former times. There are two
extremes from truth, one is that the spirit'is to do all the
work of salvation in the sinner without faith and obedience;
the other, that faith in, and obedience to the word, will do
all the work without the spirit. Kach extremeis a beart
chilling, and soul destroying doctrine. -

I have no doubt that it was through this act of layingon
of hands that the spirit was given of old;and 1 can find no-
thing in the scriptures to forbid the idea that it will not be
conferred again through the same means. What if unholy
men perform the act,shall their unbelief make the faithful-
ness of God without effect? - . :

The principal objection now urged against this scriptur-
al praclice, is this, that the line of priestly succession from
the Apostles is broken. To see the objection in its full

force, I will state the case thus. A church wishes to have-

a person ordained to the work of the ministry. This per-
son is adjudged to possess the scriptural qualifications; one
or more elders are invited toset him apart by theimposition
of bands. Itis done. Query. By what authority is 1t done!
I answer; by the authority of Christ and his Apostles, as
proved above. But it is asked, who ordained these elders
who officiated in ordaining this one? I apswer; if he was
not ordained by other ordained elders, they were not legal-
ly ordained by the church; for we have no account of the
church ordaining any one to the ministry; nor was this au-
thority ever given to the church. By the church, I mean
that part of it, who are private members, and unordained
by the imposition of the hands of the elders. Ordinations
by the church are unauthorized, and, therefore, must lge
null and void. Hadghe church received authority to ordain
elders, why did Paul and Barnabas ordain elders in every
church? Why was Titus left in Crete to ordain eldersin
every citv!? hy was Timothy cautioned against laying
on hands suddenly? Why did the church at Jerusalem pre-
sent the seven before the Apostles that they might lay
their hands on them? If this authority was vested in the
church, why did these Apostles and ministers assume it to
themselves? and not rather, teach the churches their duty,
‘and permit them to do it themselves? But this is putting
too much authority in the hands of the clergy. So we often
hear. But who put it there? If the Lord bas doneit, who
shall demur? But the clergy must be put down. Amen, if it
be the will of Ged; but if nothis will, who dare dgit’! We
ought to be careful lest we be found fighting against God.
But many of them are idle drones; Let the church admonish
tbem, as that at Colosse did Archippus, “to take heed to

MESSENGER. 51

the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that
thou fulfil it.” But they get large salaries for preaching.
This may be, and, doubtless, is true with rega rd to many of
them. But does the abuse of a divine ordinance--nullify it?
and if some ministers are greedy of filthy lucre, does this
destroy the apostolic precept and practice, that they who
preach the gospel should live of the gospel. \

Itis evident that under the law, though often the priest-
hood became wicked, and apostatized into idolatry, yet
this did not destroy or nullify the ordinaace instituted by
him, and exercised by them. Our Lord acknowledged their
wickedness, yet honored the ordinance by attending to
them, while officiating init; and enjoiniug it on his disci-
ples to do the same. So we are obliged to grant that; though
the church of Christ has apostatized, and disgraced the or-
dinance of God, yetit is not nullified; but can be conferred
by unworthy hands. If this be not admitted, and it must
be alsoadmitted that this authority of ordaining belongs
not to the church, then it follows that there can be no ordi-
nation —it has ceased forever.

But it is farther objected, that all the members of the
church are a royal priesthood; kings and priests to God;
and therefore there is no necessity of an ordained minis-
try. So under the law, the people were a royal priesthood,
yet they had their ordained priests and Levites, who offici-
ated for them. If allare priests, so are all kings in the
same sense. If then all are kings, who are the subjects?
If all are priests, and teachers, who are the taught?

But the church has the right to set apart men to baptize.
Where in the book of God do we find this authority given?
It is said, the six men that accompanied Peter to the house
of Cornelius, baptized him and his household. How shall
wa determine that these six men were ordained by the
church, or by any one? The scriptures are silent on this
subject. And how can we determine that these six men
did baptize at all! The answer is, because Peter com-
manded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. To
whom was this command given? To whom, but to Corneli-
us and his household?! They are the immediateantecedent
of the pronoun #tem. Not a hint of the six men is given.
No: he commanded the house of Cornelius to be baptized,
and when they yielded to the command, Peter himself,
doubtless, baptized them. We do not find one instance of
an uonordained person ever baptizing any, in the New Testa-
ment. Do the churches wish to take this authority from
the ministry, and assume it to themselves? I hope not: and
yet the objections of some against the ministry would seem
to hold forth this idea.
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The misistry has been awfully, aud shamefully abused,
and disgraced by worldly, proud, avaricious, and mischiev-
ous men; yet it has pleased God by the foolishness of preach-
ing to save them that believe.” The world is thrown into
confusion by an ambitious priesthood. It begins clearly
to appear to many, that all this confusion has originated
with them, and emanates from them. Seeing this, many
have been honestly induced to put them down; and in their
zealous attempts, have not rightly discriminated between
truth and error. How apt are men 1n avoiding Scylla to fall
upon Charibdys. ‘

Let us return to the doctrine and practice of the Bible;
though erring men have abused them.

Oae more obesrvation I will suggest. It isgranted that
through the laying on of hands the spirit was given, yet
this, I have thought, is not the primary idea intended by this
act. Both in the law, and in the gospel, this act was used
in dedicating any thing to God. By this Aaron was dedica-
ted to God as the High Priest; offerings were by the same
act dedicated to him. Sounder the gospel, the ministers
or servan!s ofthe church, are dedicated to God by thesame
act. Sou the newly baptized, were by the same act dedica-
‘ted to him. To shew his divine acceptance, God gave his
Holy Spirit to those thus dedicated to him. Why should we
not pursue thesame method of dedicating the servants of
the church? Why should we not believe that the same gift
of the spirit Ged wiil yet confer? not of the gift of miracles
doI speak, but such a measure of his spirit as will qualify

for the service, to which they are appointed. Let us weigh
these things honestly in the balances of the sanctuary, and,
if we have erred, let 0s correct our errors, irrespective of

reproach or blame. The love of truth guides my pen.
DITOR.

ORIGINAL, OR BIRTH SIN, SO CALLED BY MEN.
(Concluded from page 11.)

We have examined in the first number, the doctrine, that
man was created a holy being. We there stated our rea-
sons why we could not admit this doctrine true. We also
examined the two leading doctrines, deduced from this, of
created holiness: thatis “birth sin,” and pbysical, creative
power in re-producing faithand holiness in sinful men. ; We
stated the difficulty of reconciling this doctrine with those
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frequent declarations of seri ture, in which G i
his unwilliogness that any sho:':ld perish, but tha(:daﬂescli::ﬁ
come to repentance; that he has no pleasure in the death ‘f
sinners, but that they turn and live, &c. ‘But if the sinn:r
cannot believe, repent, nor obey, till God by his physicai
crealive power worlks these things in them, then, why does
he x'mtT save all, seeing le is not willing that any should
perish? Why does he not work faith and repentance 1n all?

These questions have puzzled the christia~ world, and

wt:II always puzzle and divide them, while the doctrines
? ove stated be received for truth. The Universalists
rom those doctrines appear to have the best claims to being
right; and if their distingnishing doctrine was not so exg-'
pressly condemned in the scriptures, their claims could
not be denied. _ Between the Calvinist and Arminian the
flfntrqversy exists. The Calvinist*boldly takes his stand,
o al sinmers are so totally depraved that they cannot be-
leve, repent nor obey; that God physically and sovereignly
wdorks these thingsin some, whom he from all cternity elect-
?n luhntu.salv?.tlou, and passed by the rest, without working
o em; or if he worked in them a little, called by them
uwt::rtt!_o;nr:log operations of the spirit, yet not sufficiently
Ento “tll?;uoonl:,l,ng them to faith, repentance,and obedience

Now we think this doctrine is at perfect anti od i
all those dnrine_ declarations, to W!sigh refere::ccl: h:: I:Fcl::rl.?
already made; if not, we confess we are ignorant of the use
of language. Preachers of this doctrine frequently teach
that sinners hate God, and must be coavinced of this fact.
before_they can besaved. No doctrine is batier calevlated
to excite hatred to God, than the representation given of
his character in this, of which we speak. Who can lerea
God that commands impossibilities, and then damns forever
the poor creature for not doing them?

The Arminiau equally rejects the doctrine of the Uaiver-
i;almn, and of the Calvinist from conviction of their error.
Fhey yet admit the same doctrine, thet man was created a
holy being; that all mankind are born iato the world wilh
a birth sin; that they cannot believe, repent nor obey with-
out “preve-n ling grace,” that is, grace given them, or some-
thing graciously done in them, previous to their being able
to believe, repent, or obey. Why some are saved, and oth-
ers not, canuot by them be sosatisfactorily so'ved, They
cannot admit the Calvinistic doctrine of sovereign power
and_electlng grace, and therefore some say, that Jeau;
Christ enlighteneth every one that.cometh into the world ;
2nd that the spirit is given to every man to profit withe!,

E2
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This latter text (1. Cor. xii.7.) refers entirely to the body
of believers in Corinth; but has no reference to the unbe-
lievers in that city, nor,indeed, to unbelievers in any place.
The text in John 1. doubtless refers to the light of truth
preached first by the Lord, and afterwards by them that
heard him in all the world. I cannot think that any intel-
ligent Arminian will advocate the doctrine of immediate
inspiration of thespirit in every man, born on earth; espe-
cially, when the Lord has so expressly taught, that we re-
ceive the spirit through faith, and “whom the world cannot
receive.” If this be their meaning, then 1 cannot see any
better solution of the difficulty than that proposed, and ad-
vocated by Calvinists..

Some say, that it is the duty of sinners to pray for faith.
“For whosoever calleth upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved.” But, in the next verse, the Apostle adds, “How
shall they call on him in whom they have not believed”
Rom. x. 14. ¢He that cometh to God must believe that he
is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him.” Shall we direct a sinner to pray in unbelief? James
says, “Let not that man (who prays in unbelief) think that
he shall receive any thing of the Lord.” 1t is a heartless
business.

Every attempt lo solve the difficully before atated, more
clearly exposes the impossibility. Calvinists and Armin-
ians, holding the doctrines above stated, are on one foun-
dation; they may wrangle, and expose each others opinions,
and controvert between themselves; yet are they one; and
should cease from strife and war, and unite together.

In fact there are but two systems, respecting the salva-
tion of sinuers,in the christian world; though apparently
many, they are all resolvahle into the two leading ones.
The one is, that sinners are so fallen and depraved, that
they cannot believe, repent, norobey the gospel, till God
by some divine illumination, or powerful operation, extra-
neous from the word, produce these things in them. The
other is, that ¢*faith comes hy hearing, land hearing by the
word of God.” “These are written that ye might believe
that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God; and that believing
ye might havelife through his name.” Rom. x. John xx. 30.
31. Believing, repenting, and obeying the gospel, are di-
vinely required to be done by the sinner in order to salva-
tion, and for tke receiving of the Holy Spirit. The word
of the Lord, with the evidences of its divinity, is so plain
that sinhners, though fallen and greatly deeraved, can, and
do, by attention, believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and through faith, they can repent, reform and obey

MESSENGER. 55

the gospel, and receive salvation, remission
Spirit. This is the doctrine of the Bible, :::r;hz;l::g
taught, in the New Testament especiafy. For this doc
trl.ne we strenuously contend, and have contendenﬂr man
painful years. For this doctrine some of us were morg
than tl}lrty years ago condemned as intolerable heretics
and driven from the ranks of orthodoxy, by those, the ma-
jority of whom now have verged so near the same truth
that the shades of difference are hardly discoverable. We,
are glad to say, that opposition to this system of divine
truth is weakening, dying, and will, not long hence, cease
from its struggles forever. Prepossession and ign:Jranca
are its only props, and these are tottering by the force of
increasing light, flowing from the book of God. We joyfullg
anticipate the period, when all shall see eye to eye, and
strife,contention, and war, shall be known no more; \’vhen
love, peace, and union shall universally reign, Amen!
Eprror.

—r

ON PRAYER

PraveEr is the offering up of our desires to God for things
agreeable tohis will, by faith in Jesus Christ, the mediator
_!.retmxt Gpd and men, with an humble confidence of obtain-
ing the things prayed for. To avoid confusion on this sub-
ject, I willstate and answer a few queries.

1. To whom do the duty and privilege to pray belong?

2. For whom are christians authorized to pray?

:3. In what manner should they pray?

Then we will answer objections, which may be, and are
made, to prayer.

1. To whom do the duty and privilege to pray belong?

Ans. To christians, undoubtedly. This is a truth be-
yond contradiction. “Pray without ceasing,” is a positive
and plain precept, enjoined upon them every where in the
scriptures. Particular references would be useless.

It is also the duty and privilege of sinners, of those not
saved, to pray. Isai.lv.6.7. -‘Seek ye the Lord while he
may be found, call ye upon him while he is near. Let the
wicked forsake bis way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and he will
have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will abundant-
ly pardon, &c. This text proves that it is the privilege
and duty of sioners to pray, orto call upon the Lord. He
calls upon the wicked to pray, while he is near; for the time
will come, when they, who rejected this call, shall call upon
him, but he will not answer.
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Zech, viii. 20,21. “Thus saith the Lord of hosts, it shall
come to pass, that there shall come people, and the inhab-
itants of many cities; and the inhabitants of one city shall
go to aktther, saying, let us gospeedily to pray before the
Lord, and to seek the Lord of hosts; I will goalse.” These
people were sinners of the Geanliles, as is evident from the
two following versers. Compare Matt, viii. 11.

Rom. x. 10, 12, 1}, “For there is no difference between
the Jew and the Greelk; for the same Lord over all is rich
unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call upon
the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Comp. Joel ii. 12—
“Who soever’ includes Jews and Gentiles of every age, old
and young; of every character, vile and wicked; of such as
pre not saved; if ¢hey call on the pame of the Lord, they
shall be saved. Surely this proyes thal sinners have the
rrivilege to pray.

John iv. 10. Jesus answered and said unto her, (the wo-
man of Samaria) if thou knewest the gift of God, and who
it is that saith to thee, give me to drink, thou wouldst have
asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.
The woman saith unto lim, sir, give me this water, that [
thirst not.” This woman wasa greal sinner, yet she pray-
ed, and Jesus answered her prayer. He taught her, that it
was her privilege to ask; she embracedit, and obtained the
blessing.

Luke xviii. 13. And the publican standing afar off, would
not so much as lift up his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon
his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

It is unnecessary to multiply quotations to prove this
point. Surely, none will dispule its truth. DBut shall we
encourage the nnbelicving sinner to pray? By no means;
“For he that comelh to God must believe that he is, and
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seck him.”
“Let him askin faith, mothing wavering; for let uot that
man think that le shall receive any thing of the Lord.”
James 1.6.7. ‘Whosoever shall eall upon the name of the
Lord%hall be saved; but, adds the Apostle, ““How shall they
call on him, in whom they have not believed.’ Rom. x. 13,
14, “Without faith 1t is impossible to please God.” Heb.
xi. 6. ““And whatsoever is not of faithis sin.” Itis the du-
iy of sinners to pray; but they must believe first, or else
their prayers are sinful, and cannot be heard and accepted
of God. Bnt says another, none shonld pray to God till he
has obeyed the gospel by being baplized; for uutil this is
done; he has no promise of salvation orpardon. As well
might we say, that none should believe norrepent before
they are baptized; because theyhave no promise of salvation
or remission before they are baptized. But failh and re-
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pentance are particularly required previous to baptism and
salvation. Sois prayer, ‘““Whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord shall be saved.” The Apostle immedi-
ately says, “‘Hov shall they call on him, in whom they have
not believed.” But he does not say, how shall they eall
on him before they are baptized! Paul himself prayed
three days before he was baptized, and his prayer was
heard; God sent Anauias to baptize him, that his sins might
be washed away. May not the poor sinner now be encour-
aged to pray for pardon and salvation; but at the same time
instructed not to remain three days or one hour in this ex-
ercise? But let him be taught to arise straightway and be
baptized, and wash away his sins. The scriptures do not
teach the sinner to believe, and rest there, and do nothing
more. They do not teach to repent, and rest there, and
do no more. Nor to pray, and rest there, and do nothine
more. We must believe. repent, pray, and be baptized in
the same day, or hour. But to send a poor sinner to pray
for falll}, for salvation, or eternal life; and teach him that
by continuance in this duty alone, he shall certainly be
saved, is certainly wrong and dangerous.

2. For whom are christians authorized to pray!

: I answer; for one another. This is every where tanght
in the Bible. The Apostles inform the churches to whom
they wrote, that without ceasing they -prayed for them;
they also ask the churches to pray for them.

Christians are also authorized to pray for sioners,—
1. Tim. ii. 1-6. “I exhort therefore, that, first of all suppli-
cations, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for
all men, for kings, and forall that are in authority, that we
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and
Lonesty; for this is good and acceptable in the sight of God
onr Savior; who will have all men to be saved, and to come
to the knowledge of the truth.” In these verses several
things are observable. First of all, prayers are to be made
(by christians) for allmen. This, certainly, includes sin-
ners of every grade; for kings and magistrates, as well as
others. To pray thus is good and acceptable to God, who
will have all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth. In order to encourage us to pray for all men,
We are informed that this is so far from being wrong, that
It is good and acceptable to God. We may pray for the
salvation of all men, because he is wlling to save all,
and therefore sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.
If sinners are saved, christians will reap the advantage;
for they will then lead a quiet and peaceable lifs, and not
be persecuted with malice and hatred.
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Rom. x. 1. “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to
God for lsrael, is, that they might besaved.” Now as there
is under the New Institution, no difference between the
Jew and the Gentile, all having sinned and come short of
the glory of God, it will be conceded that to pray for a Jew-
ishsinner to be saved, is the same as to pray for a Gentile
sinner, or any other sinner to be saved.

Matt. v. 44. Luke vi. 28. “Pray for them that despiteful-
ly use you and persecute you.” These were, surely, sianers;
unbelieving, impenitent sinners.

Luke xxiii. 24. “Father forgive them (the wicked, unbe-
lieving murderers of the Lord) for they know not what
they do.”

Acts vii. 60. “Lord lay not this sin to their charge,”
prayed the holy Stephen for his wicked, unbelieving mur-
derers.

It is unnecessary to add more testimony to establish this
point. I will now attend to some objections against the
doctrine.

1. I cannot believe that my prayers for sinners will make
(God more willing to save them. Granted; nor will your
prayers for yourself, and for the saints make God more
willing to bless you or them. The objection strikes a par-
alysing stroke at the very spirit, and existence of prayer
in any sense. A child knows his father has enough of all
things for his support and comfort; but he also knows his
father’s will is that his children shall ask him for whatever
;Z:ey need. This is done, not to make the father more wil-

ng to give; but that his children shall feel their depend-
ance on him, and possess the graces of humility and grati-
tude. It isenough forus toknow the will of God, and our
duty is to obey it.

B 1t Icannot pray for unbelieving, impenitent,disohedient
sinners, that God would save and pardon them; for he, ac-
cording to his plan, will save and pardon only such as be-
lieve, repent, and are baptized. We grant, this is his
plan; Jesus the Savior well knew that the unbelieving "and
impenitent, God would not pardon; yet he prayed, “Father
forgive them,” leaving us an example for imitation. He
did not direct the Father, how he should bring them to faith
and repentance, so as Lo obtain the pardon: norshould we.
Leave this with him; he can send his word by whom he will;
he can send his judgments to arrest the atteation of sin-
ners, when he will; and this without partiality.

I can pray for sinners when they are present to hear my
prayers; for then my prayers may affect their minds; but it
zppears useless to pray for them when absent,or at a dis-
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tance.—If, indeed, this be the design of praying for si
when they are present, that designgwill 3ou{)tlfss be :2:::
co_mpllshed; for such prayers must be heartless, as well as
fan_hless. Of sucha hint 1 Lave never read in the sacred
scriptures. Paul’s direction is to pray for all men, whether
present or absent. For one class, and but one class of
sinners are we prohibited to pray, and they are such as
have sinned the sin unto death. 1 Jobn v. 16.° Epiron.

From the Christian Pat{adium.
MR. TODD’S DEFENCE.

BroTHER BApGER—I have just finished reading a volume of
245 pages with the following title:—¢.4 defence, containing
the author’s renunciation of Universalism, ezpluined and enlarg -
ed: notices and aspersions of Universalist editors answered,
and repelled: arguments and principles of Universalists examin-
ed, and ezplored, and religion, and revelation vindicated agianst
skepticism, and infidelity. By Lxwis C., Toop.” Published
by O. Spafford, Erie, Pa.

It will be remembered that Mr Todd was for many years
a Universalist preacher,and by that people, considered one
of the best, and*ablest ministers they had in the state of
New York. For two years he edited a Universalist peri-
o@:cai at Jamestown, Chautauque county, called the *Ge-
nius of Liberty.”” His moral character has always been re-
puted good, and his talents none disputed who have been fa-
miliar w_lth his writings. His style, if not the most finished,
1s certainly far the most chaste, nervous, and convincing.—
He renounced Universalism in the spring of 1833, and pub-
lished his renunciation in the last number of his periodical.
That renunciation made no small stir. It is written with
anair of candor and christian meekness, and witha strength
of argument which defies successful assault. It was, how-
ever, assaulted, and its author was made to feel vollies of
abuse from the Universalist corps editorial. Of that kind
of commodity, Mr. Skinner of the Magazine and Advocate
contributed with a liberal hand.

Attack from so many quarters, and at the same time de-
nied the privilege of replying in the papers Lhat opened
their vollies upon him, he has, it appears been driven to the
necessity of writing the volume now before me. His re-
Dunciation with explanatory notes, constitutes the first
chapter of the book. As all your reades may not have seen
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Mr. Todd’s-renunciation, I will here give one extract,
which in my judgment established a position in itself invul-
nerable.

“In the first place, it is manifest that hope and fear are
the two great sources of human volitions. Hope is powerful
when balanced by fear, in inducing men to action. Men
will neverdo much for an object because they hope for it,
unless they fear that they shall not obtain it without action.
Induce an avaricious man to believe that he will become
rich whether he works or not, and he may ardently hope to
beso; but such hope wonld never induce himtowork. On
the other hand induce him to believe that if he works he
shall become rich, and to fear that if he does not,he will be
poor, and hope and fear together will make him active. So
when we look impartially into the scriptures,we shall find
the hope of reward and the fear of punishment every where
held forth, as the proper inducements to a good life. These
are inducements—they are parallel through the Bible—the
one would have no practical effect withcut the other.

There is no reasonable question of the above facts. In-
duce a wicked man to believe he will finally obtain unper-
ishable riches in heaven, whether he labors to lay them up
or not, and idleness in divine things is the result. What
benefit then is Universalism to the cause of God on earth?

As a fair specimen of Mr. Todd’s strength, I present the
following: It is asuccessful refutation of #hat philosophy on
which the doctrine of Universalism is mainly based; and
may be properly termed theirstarting point.

““We now state the grand argument, upon which the con-
clusion, that all will be certainly saved is entirely founded.

““God is infinitely good, and of course must have designed
in the beginning and wust still design the greatest possible good
of his whole creation.

““The greatest possible good of his whole creation requires the
universal salvation of all. But Ged is infinite in power, and, of
course, CaN carry his design fo promote the grealest possible
good—the wuniversal salvation of all, info full execution. MAs
therefore God designs, in his infinite goodness, to save all men,
and can, in his infinite power save all, all men WILL and MUST
be saved.”

“This argument we say is the great foundation of the
whole system. To this the Bible is forced to yield whether
orno! We admit the argument plausible: but wedeny that
it is couclusive. It is all founded on a priori argument—
reasoning from what God is, what he must do. This is the
wrong way o reason. Instead of this, we should reason a
posteriori, from what God does do, towhat he is, or may do.

MESSENGER., 61

The argument is confirmed by well known facts, and of
course is good for nothing. If the greatest possible good of
the whole creation requires the final salvation of all men,
it also requires their present salvation. The present hap-
piness of all men, is just as necessary to the greatest possi-
ble present good of all, as the future happiness of all men is
to the greatest possible future good of all. If God must have
designed, that ail men should be happy in the futare world,
because Lie was infinitely good; by the same reasoning, he
'must have designed that all men should be happy in the pre-
sent world. Yet we see, all here are not happy. What
certainty have we then, in reason, that Ged’s goodness and
power will accomplish, and must accomplish Lereafter, what
he fails todonow?

‘An Angel before the creation, learns that the world is to
be made and pecpled. He begins to calculate whether sin
and misery would ever existin the new wosld. He says—
God is infinitely good. and thercfore must design to prevent
all sin and misery; and he is infinitely powerfil, and there-
fore can prevent them, and therefore thev must and will be
prevented! The argument would have proved equally strong
that the divioe attribates must have prevented the sin and
misery now in the, world, and that Lave been in being for
some thousands of years, as il must prove now that those at-
tributes must prevent tlie existence ofsin aud misery at
any future time. Butnotwithstanding an Angel before the
creation micht have proved that nosin and misery can ev-
er exist, uodor the government of God, by the Very same -
argument that Universalists prove it cannot existat a fu-
ture period, yet he would have found in the cvent, all his
speculations on what infinite goodness and power nmust do
confounded in the absolute existence of sin and wisery.—
What certainty have we that this same argument now used
to disprove the future existence of sin aud misery, is any
betterthan it would have been, when used to d sprove their
present existence! If infinite gocdness and puwer must
necessarily prevent all misery at any future period. why
must not the same infinite goodness and power prevent all
present niisery? If infinite goodness and power must not
necessarily lave prevented the present iniscries of the
world, thereis no evidence that they must preyent the fu-
ture. This difficulty completely upsets the very foundation

- of Universalism. It crumbles their favorite argument into

nothing. They cannot get over it. Neither can they twist
round it, nor crawl under it.”

Universalists are predestinarians of the most rigid stamp.
They contend that *God must ,h:ge foreordained all things,
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and predestinated every sinful act from all eternity; and
therefore, it would be unjust and cruel to subject any to
the loss of heaven for doing what God before determined
they should do.” On that subject Mr. Todd reasons in the
following manner:

“But Universalists hold that men are punished for their
sins in this life. s it not unjust and cruel to punish them
in this life, for doing what God before deiermined they should
do, as much as in the life to com@’! 1f it be just to punish
them here, for doing what they could not avoid, why not
© just to subject them to the loss of heaven, for doing it, here-
after? It will be replied that punishmecrt here might be
just, because it would be inflicted for the good of the pun-
ished; but the final loss of heaven could not be for the crea-
tures good, and therefore would be unjust. This argument
goes upon the ground that God foreordained the siu for the
sinners good, and then punishes bim also for bis good. A
man murders his neighbor! Well—God foreordained 1t for
his good! Who should regret it then? He is hanged! Well
—God foreordained that for his good! The good Lord de
liver us from such good as all this. Who may not sin, ifev-
ery sin is foreordained for our good, and all the punishments
too? What a good woild predestinarian Universalists would
make this to be! We might let loose every desire and
passion—plunge into corruption and crime—defy both God
and man;and all foreordained for our good! And if we got

into prisons, or swung upon the gallows, it would all be for -

our good! If all this is for our good, we see not why we may
not go to hell for our good! 1f any think all these things
for their good, we see. not why they way not callit a good
thing—a most excellent thing to be damned! If God has
foreordained every thing for our good, why did he not fore-
ordain perfect holiness and happiness for our good, instead
of 3sin and misery?”

On the ultimate object of Universalist labors, and the
fruits of theirdoctrine, Mr. Todd makes some pointed state-
ments. They have the air of severity, and yet from close
observation for years, the writer of this believes them sub-
stantially correct. Hesajys:

“So faras reason is to guide us on the quesiion of Univer-
salism, its best evidence would be that it tended in its prac-
tical operations to reform the profligate, the abandonedand
impious. Had the doctrine this recommendation, it would be

“the best argument Reason could urge in its favor. But

alas for the cause! We have said in our renunciation that

it has nosuch advantage. Editors and preachers of the doc-
trine say that it has in an eminent degree. We leave the
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disputed point with the public. We see by their papers that
the work of proselyting to their faith is advancing: socie-
ties and believers are multiplied—but we ask where is a
single drunkard reformed—a single loose, imploua wretch
reclaimed, and converted to piety and virtue by the doc-
trine! Yes, we askwhere, and echo answers—where. It is
not because such men are prejudiced against the doctrine,
or its preachers, and will not hear them—not because they
will not hear it—but because the vicious will not reform
until the fearof hell settles down upon the trembling soul,
and alarms the guilty conscience. Then the pale votary
of vice shrinks from his bold career, and humbles himself
in penitence before Ged. The author of this work once
preached Universalism in Ripley, Chautaque co. N. York,
where he found among his hearers a Universalist drunkard—
he had been a preacher. But he was a constant attendant
on my preaching. He extolled it—he praised the glorious
sentiment till we preached directly against drunkenness;
we have never seen him since. * * * He liked the doctrine;
but to hear a Universalist preacher condemn drunkenness
80 pointedly, was more than he could bear. So it is with
the wicked generally; they love the doctrine and love their
sins both at once. How often do we hear men and boys
talkiog of the “unbounded love of God,” with a profane
oath in almost every sentence? The most abandoned swear-
ers, and most abominable characters through the states.
are frequently found advocating amidst shocking oaths and
drunken revelry the “liberal sentiment!”

(¥ ® % %% % The author saw these things till his heart
sickened. He was reading many Universalist periodicals;
and became (ully satisfied from the drift and general course
of them, that their secret abject appeared to be, and their
actual effect was, to raise doubts 1n the minds of their
readers, on one religious subject after another, till they
shiould believe in none; and by innuendoes and sarcastic re-
flections upon the errors of christians, to spread abroad a
deep and universal prejudice against a gospel ministry,
the Bible and all religion. He became satisfied beyond a
single doubt that all this was true. He conversed also with
many professors of Universalism at different times,and
found most all of them to view the subject in the same
light. Most all of them to be enemies to christianity, and
to consider the whole engine of Universalism now in the
Unm_ad Stales, to be a shrewd and well concerted scheme
to bring together the elements and efforts of unbelief, to
overthrow in the end the christian religion. His candid
©pinion i1s, and has long been, that ninety-nine outof 2
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hundred who profess publicly to be Universalists, are unbe-
lievers in divine revelation. I say this in the fear of God,
as the result of allthat I know of them. And I know too,
that:they themselves, when they read this, will know that
it is not far from the truth, however unwilling they may be
to own it. * * * Then the question occurred, which side
shall I take? Thereis tobe no middle way. We must ei-
therstand for Christ or infidelity. I looked forward—shall
religion be banished from the Union? Shzll the black ban-
ner of skepticism be unfurled —universal pollution and
crime crimson our happy plains; and the horrors of despair
freeze up all the tender germs of philanthropy; and extin-
guish the last vestige of faith, tendgrness, virtue and hope?
I looked upon my children; and nature herself in her own
holy eloquence pleaded for religion, and admonished me to
be a christian, and come out from the ranks which appeared
to be tending to infidelity.”

In examining those passages of scripture on which Uni-
versalists depend in support of their doctrine, Mr. Todd
wields a masterly pen. li‘ut as I have already exceeded my
intended limits when 1 commenced this article, I shall pre-
sent no more extracts, but would recommend such of your
readers as can, to procure the work. It can be obtained
at Mack’s Book store in Ithaca, and also at other book
stores in Western New York. A candid perusal of the
work would injure no person—not ¢ven Universalists them-
selves. Mr. Todd is, I believe, at present a Methodist
preacher. DevTta.

For toe Curistiay MESSENGER.
Union between Christ and his church, with its objecis.

EveErRy observer of religious society must bewconvinced,
that the idea of an intimate union existing between the
congregations of the Lord Jesus, and himself, is not exert-
ing 1ts proper influence on the conduct of his professed fol-
lowers: It issaid of Huss, the Bohemian reformer , that
on one occasion he had a painting executed, in one com-
artment of which he represented Christ and his Apostles
in that simplicity, which we may well suppose, they assum-
ed; and in the other, the Pope, with his cardinals, in all
their pomp and grandeur. The contrast taught a lesson,
not to be mistaken.
In like manner,if that line of conduct, marked in the

h—__
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word of (#od as acceptahle to him, werg to be distinotly afe:
ted, and 1n contrast with 1t, the usnal course of even-dhase
christians, w o talk the most of primitive christianity, | fear the
reault would not be much mure creditable to them.

Hoping it may exert some salutary influcnce, allow me
my dear brother, throwgh the Messenger, to call the ntton-.
tion of your readers to the suhjeet stated above. To bring
this matter fairiy bhefore our minds, we must not only ob-
serve what the divine writers have said with direct refer=
cnce to this union between Christ and his churoh; but we
shall discover from an examination of the purposes, for
which the church 13 organized, stil more cleaply her inti-
mate connexion with her Lord. . May I not bope, fram both
these considerations, to stir up the bruthren and sisters te
increased actlivity, and greater holiness of life.

This statement is illustrated most beantifully by the Sa-
vior, when he said, amid the vineyards of Palestine, “] am
the vine, ye arc the branches; as the branch cannot bear
fruit except it abide in the vine; so neither can ye, except
ye abide in me.” With reference, however, to the church
the Apostles in a variety of places, distinctly express lhem:
selves. Paul tothe Ephesians says, ‘he [Christ] is head
over all thiogs to the church; which is his body, the fulneéss
of him, that fills all im all.” Again, he says, ‘‘but speaking
;Ine truth in love, may grow up into him in all things; who
1s the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, fitly
joined together, &c.” 1In the one of these, the church is
his body, the fulness of Christ.” It 1s in it, that the char-
acter of the head is exhibited, as it is from the control ex-
ercised over the members, composing the human body, by
the head orjudgment, that we decide on the sanity or insan-
ity, honesty or dishonesty of the individual character,

In the other it issaid, that, ¢ the whole body is fitly or
properly joined together” by, or in consequence of its
“‘growing up into him” the head. Could language e:(pi-sss
more forcibly the sentiment under comsideration. 8o also
10 the last of the fifth chapter, by an allusion to the most
intimate of all human relations, that of husband and wife,
he most beautifully teaches the same. Not to multiply re-
ferences unmecessarily, which every brother may End at
bis pleasure, let me call jour attention toa statemont of
the Apostle Peter. But ye are a chesen generation, o roy-
al priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye
shew forth the praises (or erl'cctiom)of?im who hath call-
:;l you out of darknenr into his marvellous light.” Thi< brings.

i; relation existing between each individusl charactcr
and the Messinh beforo us, sr well as that botwesa the
obarch and the king. F3
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The Jowich oaconomy pretents the most heautifuI!aM. in
the band- of the inspired I’aul, the mest instructive type
of tho christian dispensution, ;

In the epistle to the Hebrewe, after drawing a bricf
portrait of the Jewich tubernacle, divided by the veil,
through the middle of the teat, the common privsts, the
sons of lL.evi, otliciating every day in the offering of sacri-
fices for the peovple 1u the vater holy place, while into the
inner holy place none Lut the high pricst cntered once 3
year, and then not without bloed, ha lifts the drapery of
the type, and inctructs us inits sigpification.

In the Righ pricst of the Louse of Aaron, he shows u= 3
type of oucgeeat High Priest after the order of Melchise-
dec. In the holy of holies on earth,a tyge of the holy place
made without hands, where Clirist has entered, there t oap-
pearin Lhe presence of God fur us. Inthe ovter boly place,
the church on earth; and the Jdaily service of the Levitical
priesthood, the daily services cf the christian priesthood:
thus fulfilling Malachi's proplecy, ‘‘from the rising of the
sun, to the guing down of the saine, my name shall eacgrant
among the Gentiles, and in cvery place incense shall Lg ol
fered, and 2 pure offering.” TheJewish priests nevop pre:
sumed to officiate until sprinkled with blood,and washed wud
waler at the laver; and their anflypee are not prepared to
draw pigh to Gud witha true heart, in the full assurance of
faith, until their liearts hove been sprinkled from an evil
conscience, and their bodies washed with pure water.—
Then born of water and of the spirit, they are privileged to of-
fer acceplable sacrificc hiere, and Lave boldness te enterinto
the holiest, hy the blood of Jesus—by a way new and liviag,
which he has cunsecrated for them through the veil, that is
tosa,, hi* flesh.
~ With rogard to this employment of saints on earth, Po-
ter say-,*je are built up a spiritual house, o hely priest-
bood; (0 offer up cpiritual sacrifices acceptable to Ged, by
Jesus Christ.”” Thus the sacrifices, offered by them, are
seen to be as much supcrior to the Jewish, as spiriturl is
to flochly, or substance to chade. And lot us never forget,
that as the Jewich priests were supported by sacrificial of-
ferings, so our spirituzl etrength, (is it tog mech le o5y?)
enr spiritual exittence, is to be sustained by our constant,
and prompt sttondance on the appointments of Cheiot in
the new institotion.

Wherever am individunl put” on Clrist, there fwmedi-
ately, though oftcn imperceptibly, (and thorefowre thrcvors
dargerous) commences n contest. It s, whethdr The new
oliristian, by the influence of pracept; »nd prietice shald
influence and coatrol the conduct of WL« is vors of tn world:
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or whether they, by little and little, shall sap the faunda-
tion on which their joys and communion with the'ss rather
rest, by drawiug them from the throne of grace, Wp word
of Giod, aud the assemblies of the salnte. So aleo witha
church. When she takee her stand on the heights of Zion;
when she profes<es her abliorrence of the meretricious at-
tire, 10 which Bubel and her brood are decked, an eagle
gaze is bent wpuu Ler, aud the «cruiiny of an Argus she
must bear. Happy, thrice happriif it can be fearlessly,
and with good conscience endurcild. The enquiry mvadeasn
every hand, by an ungodly world. and by many honesily
differing with those who have thuy mtbﬁbrm..n-l'rom_ their
former associates, is natural—is just-da AUthorized vy
the fact of withdrawal; and would to God, i¢ could always
be answercd in tlie ailiirmative. Are they more xtudious
of the living oracles! are they more honorable? relf-denied,
huly, harmless, and, like their profcssed master, sepasate
from sinners!  Are they publisling abroad the perfections
of bim, who hath called them out of darkness into tho mar~
vellous light! It is our inexpressilile happiness,that under
the new institution, the ¢xhibiting the perrections of God
in the church,is not only her dity, but in so doing, is her
sure defence from cvil, and her certain attainment, both
for the body, and each individual member, of all those bless-
ings and enjoyments, to the inheriting of which sheis call-
ed. Nothing can secure these blessings in any case, but
living under an abiding sense and remembrance of the
character of that God, with whom we bave todo. In kind-
ness then to us individually, and collectively, he calls on
hie church to keep this character continually existant in
living models, that its influence may continually be felt by
all. There is no metliod of teaching truth so impressive,
as in aclions, or examples: On this acknowledged truth bas
God proceeded with men. The love of God in the gift of
his son; the mercy of God in sparing and pardoning the
guilty for the sake of his son, and his power in raising him
from the dead, hava exhibited these, his attributes, as ne
mere form of words cauld have done; and through this me-
dinm enforced, they have an influence on the human under-
standiog and affections, which no mere precepts could
exert. Indeed,in his master’s line of conduot, the chris-
tian has na cxample before him, which warms the affections
while it directs his judgment, and is not only a light to hix
path, but a ctaff tasustain him in his pilgrimage. It was
in Actions, not in merc precepts, men were addressed ori-
ginally; and it isin the actionsof the christion brethren,
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mor¢ than in their lectures, sermons, or speeches, (hat the
perfections of God areby them to be published abread. One
of the divine perfections, is, the unity of God., *That they
all may be one, as we are vne' prayed the redeemer of
mankind. Let the most complete and masterly effurt of
human genius be exerted upen thissubject: and contrast it
with a band of christians “‘keeying the unity of 'the spirit
in the boonde of peace;"” “knit together in love,” havin
been planted together in the likeness of s death,” an
bt inging forth fruit to the ginry of Ged, and the cuperiae
oo of the latter must strike every beholder. We may
talkk of the love of God, but it is rot, unrgil the attention of
thc community around them s arrested, by that lovely sight,
brethren dvelling together in unity; wherc believers are
constrained to say, behold how these christians love one
another, that the christian evangelist can in all ite force
exhibit the love of God.

Finally, dear bretbren and sisters, suffer the word of ex-
hortation. Let us remember, his eye is ever on us, who has
said, *“Ye are the salt of the earth.”—*The light of rhe
world.”~—*A city set upon a hill.” And let us strive to be
of that happy rumber, who baving had the high honor of ka-
ing entructed with the Messiah's honor on earth, by baing-

ermitted to exhibit his character in our conduct, shall at
astsound forth that joyous anthem, due in its fullest senso
to osur then glorified king, the prince of the hings of the
earth, “Tohim that leved us, and wathed uc -from out sinc
in hi= own blood; and hath made us kings and priests unto
God end his Father, to him be glory »nd dominion for cvor
ard cver, Amen. PPHILO CHRISTIANOS,

OBITUARY.
Ancther Revolutionary Palriol gone.

Dirn.~ At his recidence near Winchestek, Tenn. op ihe
22nd January, Capi- Wanrtic Esting, in ths Ttk year of
his age. Capt. Ectill, when = very young man, enter¢d the
army of the Rcvolution. Hie was at the siege of York,
when he hold the commission of Licutenant:—The Captain-
cy cf¥iscompany becoming vacant, he was its commandant
durprgthe remainder of the sicge, which cnded in the cap-
tureol tinrd Cornwallis and his army, and which put <o glo:
riatnsageriod to the revolutionary striggle. In additlon
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to this service, he was extensively engaged in the contests
which occurred between the backwood settlers of Virginia
and Kentucky, and the Indians. About the year 1793,
Capt. Estill removed from Virginia to Kentucky, where he
continued to reside until 1807, when he removed to Ten-
nessec.

During almost the whole period of his residence ia Ten-
nessee, he has acted as a Justice of the Peace, and one of
the Justices of the Connty Courl. This office he has dis-
charged with singular fidelity and ability. Although. his
means of acquiringan edwcation in his youth, were limited,
yet possessing a most retentive memory,a mind of great.
vigor, and the most 1ndefatigable induostry, he had, (not-
withstanding the press of business that always claimed his
attention,) acquired a fund of useful and valuable informa-
tion, by which his conversation was rendered entertaining
and instructive, and-his duties as a public officer were die-
charged with ability:— .

ButCapt, Estill was a christian. More than 40 years ago,
he had cast himsel{ as an humble supnliant upon the diviaa
mercy, and felt an assurance that his sins were pardoned
for the sake of that Redeemer who hal died for him. 1Itis
true, that in the pursuit of riches, acd under the influence
of temptaticn, he afterwards fell into sinful practices, and
became for a time addicted to the intoxicating use of ar-
dent spirits. This relapse intosin was most deeply deplor-
ed by him during the last years of his life, which were pecu-
liarly addicted to the service of God, and to the advantage
of his fellow men. He adored the riches of that grace, that
had restored him to the favor of his God, and to the enjoy-
ment of his love. ¥le told the writer a few months beforo
his death, with tears in his eyes, that “he Lad ralher dis
than sin against God in being intozicated.” Indeed hie was a
zealous friend of the Temperance Socicty, and he himself
abstdined entirely from the use of intoxicating poisons. Aas
he gradually declined in health and strength, and saw death
approaching with slow, bul certainstep,lis Lope ofa blessed
immortality became more fized, lively, and conzclatory. A
few days before his death,and the last conversation Le was
able to have, he told the writer that death had no terrors
Jor him. He said, should it please God to raise kim up, and
make bimn instrumental in bringing some of Lis children
who were not pious, to the enjoyment of pardoning merey,
he should be glad. Nevertheless, said he, ‘‘may his will be
done.” He said he felt assured of a blessed immortality be-
yond the grave, and that ‘‘for him to depart and be with
Christ was far better.” This is the substance of the last
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conversation he ever had. Soon afterwards he suuk into a
lethargy, which incapacitated him for either conversing or
comprehending the conversation of others; and thus he
continued gradually to sink for several days,until his spirit
was released from its clay tenement.

Capt. Estill bad toiled to acquire property, and succeed-
ed in amassing a considerable estate, a great part of which
consisted of negroslaves. In his will he has provided for
the seltlement of these (with the exception of a few which
be gave to his children) on a plantation of his, where they
are to laborfor themselves, and educate their children, but
to be under the supervision and control of his executors—
after five years from the time of their said settlement, any
of them who may choose Lo doso,are to be sent to Liberia.
His will throughout breathes a spirit of enlarged benevo-
lence and piety, which is worthy of all praise. He enjoins
upon his negroes who are to be emancipated “obedience to
the authority and directions of his executors, submitting
wilh all patience to control, not interfering with other
slaves,orin any wise influencing their minds against those
who have the rule over them, but waiting in all humility
and cbedience until the power of the gospelshall bring sal-
vation and deliverance to their fellow servants.” The same
foeling is exhibited in that part of his will, in which he ex-
Lorts Lis children to follow his example. Shows how con-
trary Lo the spirit of the gospel is the spirit that holds in
bondage our fellow men, and says—‘“Therefore 1 say my
children deliver yourselves from the curse of negro slave-
ry, that yon may save yourselves and your children from
the judgments of God.” Capt. Estill was a christian phi-
lanthropist; he abhorred oppression in all its forms. He
was therefore a kind master, and neighbor, and affection-
ate father and husband.

P. S. The writer knows it is not fashionable in an obit-
uary notice to state the failings of the deceased, and that
hut too often one, whose life was that of an erring mortal,
is exhibited in an obituary notice as without fault. But
such a course he knows was reprobated by lis deceased
friend, who, if his spirit takes cognizance of this humble
offering, approves the candor, with which his faults are sta-
ted, as well as his virtues.

His son adds, ‘I well remember how the tears flowed
over his cheeks, when I read to him the prospectus (of the
Christian Messenger, vol. 9,) and when I was done, he said,
‘yes, my son, put down my name;—the religion of the Bible
with christian moderation, I will support while I live on
earth; I am a man of but one book”,
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THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.

Tur very term kingdom implies a king, subjects, and laws.
Of the kizgdom of heaven Eesus is the king. In Psalm ii.
6, the Father speaks, “I have set my king upon my boly bill
of Zion.” From the nextverse it is plainly seen, that this
king is the Son of God. This truth runs through the scrip-
tures, especially of the New Testament. The bounds of
his kingdom are coextensive with the world. The heathen
are given to him, (as kiog) and the uttermost parts of the
earth for a possession. **All authority in heaven and in
‘earth is given to him; therefore the gospel is to be preach-
ed in all the world to every creature. Authority over all
flesh is given him by the Father, that he might give eternal
life to all,on the condition that they believe on him and
obey him. "o this kingdom the Son of God has a perfect
right, having received it of the Father, and to whom he
will vltimately surrender it. He is made Liord of all. This
kingdom had rebelied against God, cast off his govern-
ment, and would not be subject to his laws. In great love
and pity to the rebel world the I'ather sent the Son, the
prince of peace,as his minister, to them, and his ministry
was to destroy their enmity and recoancile them to God.—
The same ministry was committed to his apostles; and the
same was by divine authority committed to faithful men
from the aposties, and is yet perpetuated by all the true
teachers of christianity.
What if some—the majority—the overwhelming majority
of mankind, do not submit te their lawful king, and yield
\ obedience to his laws, are they therefore not Lis subjects?
Are they therefore not under oblication to bis laws? Sure-
ly they are, or they would not be punished for their rebel-
lion by the king himself. See Luke xix. Every one of Ad-
am’s family, who has ears to hear, and understand the word
of the Lord, preached to them, is nnder equal obligations to
obey him. The samegracious reward is offered the obedi-
ent, and the same punishment threatened the disobedient.
But the kingdom of heaven of which we speal, is his
church, composed of all such as believe in Jesus, who have
repented of their wicked rebellion;who haove reformed their
lives; who have bowed bumble sulimission at the feet of their
king. and have been born again; born of water and of the
spirit. These are the subjects of his kingdom, as weare
every where taught in the scriptures. Let us attend to this
a8 among the most important matters of the christian faith,
(To be continued.)
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RELIG10US INTELLIGENCE.

BroTHER JoRN StorM of Shelby connty, Ill. writes, March
1, 1825, ‘Iour years ago I landed here, accompanied by
my uncle, John Storm, from Ta. There was no congrega-
tion of christians by name, nearer tlian Paris, that we knew
of, except a small one - in the neighborhood where I live,
formed by my uncle the year before. We now numbernear
200. We are surronuded by sectarian opposition of all
kinds. When we tell the people to believe, reform and be
immersed for the remission of sios, they cali us Campbell-
ites. When we preach that Jesus Christ is the Son of God,
they call us Avians. When we tell sinners to believe the
revelation God has given to men, the good old Calvinists
tell them, it is impossible; that thescripture is a dead let-
ter to those not'spiritually enlightened. If we immerse
pedobaptists, they call us sheep-stealers. Yet is reforma-
tion makiog considerable progress here. We wish travel-
ling brethren-teachers to visit us.””
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THE. KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.
(Countinved from page T1.)

Matt. v. 3. “Bles<ed are the poor n spirit, for theirs ia
the kingdom of lieaven.” Nat the peor of this world, as those
destitute of worldly goods; for many of such are wicked,
and destitute aiso of 1l:e tine riches, Not the really poor,
who yet think themselves ricl, and increased in gocds, and
have necd of nothing. tui hnow not that they are puor, and
wretched, blind and miseravle. But the pouriu spiritis the
blessed person. whose is the kingdom ol beaven. ‘Though
he is rich. as pa,s_sessil.‘g‘ the kit'gth-m ol ieaven, yet is he
humble, feeliug s ¢ tire deperdence on Gud fur all lhir‘.gs.
What have | that ! lave not received. is the iangnage of
his hurtle Leart. As the puur use eniyveaties, so the suor im

_Bpirit, sensiile of their wanis, urecfien at the throne using

entreatics, aud making fervent prayer for grace. They
are a thankfil people; lor. they leeling their viwerthiness,
and that ail they receiveis ot lrev lavor, feel osbligations
unknown to any vther charseter  Jhow bumble bis Lieart
in the presence of his Glod! Fead, what am § that thon art
mindful of me.and thai thuiso kindly visitest me with such
unmerited merey!  He s bumble wirh regard tu bis fellow
christians; ever dispused o take the luwes! seal, because
La
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and that ail they receiveis ot lrev lavor, feel osbligations
unknown to any vther charseter  Jhow bumble bis Lieart
in the presence of his Glod! Fead, what am § that thon art
mindful of me.and thai thuiso kindly visitest me with such
unmerited merey!  He s bumble wirh regard tu bis fellow
christians; ever dispused o take the luwes! seal, because
La
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he esteems others betier thaun himself, and views himself
less than the least of all saints. The poorest in spirit is
the greatest in the kingdom.

Matt. vii. 21. **Not every ove that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father who isinheaven.” The will of
God respecting our duty is plainly expressed in his word.
He is a member of this kingdom, who diligenily searches
the word to know his duty, 2aud who as diligently endeavors
to do it when known. o consideration whatever shall
prevent him from doing the wili oi God when known; every
thing, his dearest, and highest worldiy inlerests, his name,
his reputation, his life itself shall be sacrificed to truth.—
Whoever is not in possession of this spirit is unworthy of
the kingdom, and cannot be a member of it. i

Matt. xiii. 38. “The good seed are the children of the
kingdom.” T might multiply texts that speak a similar lan-
guage; but Paul to the Romans xiv. 17,1is so decisive, and
pointed, that it appears unnecessary to add more. “The
kingdom of heaven is not meat and ‘drink, but righteous-
ness and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” This verse
expresses (M very character of the kingdom, and, conse-
quently, the character of those that compose the kingdom;
they are all righteous, even as (od is righteons; they all
have the peace of God reigning and vidingin their hearts;
they all know the joy of the Holy Spuri¢, they are all one.—
What a lovely, what a glorious sight, would such a kingdom
present! .th, Leholding, wonld not be captivated by its
beauties?” Who, in his right mind, would not sigh to be-
come a citizen of it?, S

Such was the kingdom of God in Apostolic days; suchit
must be before the world will helieve in Jesus; and such
it will’be in the full reign of Messiah on earth. Our duty
is, not to look on with carcless indilference; not inactively
to wish for 1ts approach, but to enguge. heartily engage to
hasten it, by vigoruus endeavors Lo do the will of God.
«Thy will be done on earth, as it is done in beaven,” is a

etition the Savior has given us to ofier up to our heavenly
Father. If presented in the proper spirit, will it be neg-
lected? will it not'be answered! “Gud is faithful, who hag
promised.” “Ifave faith in God,” and endeavor to *‘walk
even as Christ walked.” EpiTor.

CHURCH ORDER.

ObRER is the glory and excellency of any community, civil
or religious, Without it anarchy in all its deformity reigns;
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and wretchedness, strife, and division, are i i
tendants, always following in its train’. Tblt;rt;i:tz?:[:hai:
and to promote order, the Lord has given his church a book
of laws and ordinances, which, obeyed, will certainly ef-
fect the desirable .object. To these laws no addition{ or
subtractions are to be made by man.

We have already seen that the church of Christ is one
body, animated by the one spirit lowing from the one head
Christ Jesus; that it is a spiritual house, or temple built
tﬁw_a the one foundation laid in Zion, which is Jesus I"Jhrist.

IS 0w our purpose to énquire i i
this house or cl?urgh of Gud. = lntq__ﬂ}_e R et

1 Cor. xii. 23, 29, 20. *“God hath set some in the church
first aposties, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after
that miracles, then gifts of L e :lings, helps, government, di-
versities of tongues.” Avre all apostles? Are all rn'«erh,eLﬂ.il
Are all teaclhiers! Are all workers of miracles? Hayve all
the gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all in-
terpret! . In Eph.iv. 11, 12,13, the Apostle uses a similar
language, ““And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophiets;
and some, c,:vangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; fox:
the perfecting of the saints. fur the work of the ministry
for the edifying of the body of Christ; till we all come in
the unity of the faith,.and of the knowledge of the Son of
God,unto a perfect man, &e.

Inlo_ these several offices 1n the church, we shall nosw
mdlke inquiry. <

1. Apostles. This work literally signifies sent, and Las
several particular applications in scripture. It is applied
to Jesus Christ by Paul. Heb. iii. 1. “Consider the Apostle
and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus.” He is
every where declared to be seut by the Father tobe the Sa-
vior of the world.

It is applied to his 12 disciples, whom Christ immediate-
iy__cnlled,sem, and qualified, to preach and ba'ptiie. Luke
xii. 13. «*And when it was day, he called unto him his disci-
ples, and of them he chose 12. whom also he named apos-
tles.” Matt. xxviii. 18 19, 20, and Mark xvi. 15, 16.—
Paul was afterwards an Apostle of this.class. ¢

The word apostle is also applied,to those sent by the
Prophets and teachers of the church, to minister in the
truth., Acts xiv. 14, *“Which when the Apostles Barnabas
and Paul heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among
the people, crying out, and saying, sirs, why do ye these
things!” Though Paul was an apostle of Jesus'Christ, yet
he and Barnabas were at this time apostles, sent by the el-
ders of the church at Antioch for a particular work, Acts
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xiii. 2. This work was to teach, confirm the disciples, and
ordain for them elders in every church: Acts xiv. In this
manner were Silvanus. or Silas, and Timothy, apostles.—
For these with Panl addressed aletterto the Thessalonians,
and thus speak, “Nor of men sought we glory, neither of
you, nor yetof others, when we might have heen hurden-
some as the apostles of Christ.” Silas and Timothy were
apostles of Christ, because they were sent accordiog to his
spirit and order in the church to do his work.

The word Apostle is also applied to those who are sent by
the church. 2 Cor. viii. 23. **Whether any do enquire of
Titus, he is my partoer and fellow helper concerning you;
or .our brethren be enquired of, they are the messengers,
(apostoloi) the apostles of the churches.” Phil.ii. 23, ‘‘yet
I supposed it necessary to send unto yon Fpaphroditus my
brother; but your messenger (apastolon) your apastle.”’

I'rom these passages of scripture, it is plain that Jesus
Christ was the apostle of thg Father, immediately sent by
him to be the Savior of sinners—that the 12 disciples and
Paul were apostles, not sent by man, or by the choice or
will of men, but immediately by the Lord Jesns Christ, to
teach and baptize; that by certain prophets and teachers
in the churchat Antioch, Barnabas and Paul were ordained
apostles, and senf by them to teach, confirm, and ordain el-
ders in every church; and lastly, that those sent by *the
church were also called apostles, but aposties of the churcl.

Though we grant from full conviction, that none are now
called and sent as were theapostles of the Lord and Savi-
or; yet we must contend that an order of men, called apos-
tles,is yet by divine authority, given to the church, and
should exist in it. Tue name apostle differs nothing frowm
the name missionary, one heing Greek,and the other Latin.
We are accustomed to call this order of men evangelisis a
name by no means suitable, nor expressive of (his office,
ag we shall presently see. Let each church or congrega-
tion, like the church of old, seund their apostles into the
world for the purpose of teaeching, confirming, exhorting,
and ordaining elders in every church, where there is need
of them. Ifacharch thus sends an apostle, let it remem-
ber that the laborer is worthy of his hire--send him not at
his own charge; for they that preach the gospel should live
of the gospel. If a church be poor, and unable alone to
support an apostle, let another, or others co operate, by
whose means this gift of God, (zpostles) will be a blessing to
the world and to the church.

2. Prophets. These are another gift to the church, and
the second in importance. A prophet literally signifies one
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who foresees, and foretells future events. In this sense it
is generally, if not always used in the scriptures. That
the immediate apostles of the Lord and Savior were proph-
ets in the full sense of the word, cannot be controverted;
and that besides them, others existed in the church, endued
with the same power, cannot be denied. Acts xi. 27.““And
in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch.
And ti:ere stood up one of them, named Agabus, and signi-
fied by the spirit. that there should be a great dearth
througisut the world, which came to pass in the days of
Claudias Cesar;”" and Acts ii. 17, Indeed, I cannot certain-
ly attach any other sense to the terms prophet, or prophe-
sying, thaa that always given. Some have thought; that
whal is now termed preaching, is the meaning of the term;
this is infered froin 1 Cor. 14: But the inference is not
plain, and is very far from satisfying my mind. Rather, I
am confirmed that it is to be understood in the common
sense in that chapter; for inJverses 29, 30, ““Let the proph-
ets speak twoorthree, and let the other judge. If any thing
be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his
peace.” This gift is unkaown in the church now, and has
been since the early ages of christianity.

3. The third order of gifts, is, tecachers, That this was
a distinct office in the chiirch cannot admit of a doubt.—
The apostlesays, Let him that teachetii wait on teaching,
and him that exhorteth on exhortation. A man may be an
excellent "teacher, but an indifferent exhorter, and wice "
versa. The teacher should not transcend his office. Hence
the necessity of many elders in the church, as teachers, ex-
hor. ers, evangelists, &c., who should particularly attend to
these gifts. I am far from thinking that teachers should
in no case exhort, or, evangelize, or preach the gospel: for
Barnabas, who was a teacher in An tiock, was also engaged
in the work of exhortation. Acts xiv. 21, 22. Some, who
contend for a pure language, are for excluding the word
preaching as inapplicable to any, except the apostles, and
would substitute the words teaching, and teachers. 1t isa
little matter. We certainly read of some not apostles, not
inspired, who preached Christ. Phil. i. 15. Some preach
Christ of envy, and some of good will,”—2 Tim. iv. 2 Acts
viil, 19, 40, and xi. 20, &e.

The apostle James saw the propensity among the breth-
ren in liis day to beceme tcachers; itis often the eflux of
pride and vanity. He caulions them on this point. Chap.
1ii. 1, 2. “My brethren,be not many masters (dideskaloi,
leachers.) Itisthesame word. by which this order of men
are called, 1 Cor. xii, 23. He assigns two reasons why

G2
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they should not aspire to this honor. Ong is,., “knoyrm_g
that ye shall receive greater condemnation;”’ that is, if
you become teachers, and fail in the work. your condemna-
tion will be greater than if you had failed in an bumbler of-
fice. The second reason is, **(hat in wmany things we all
offend;” that is, if engaged in too many offices, you will be
apt to stumble and fail. 1 any man stumble not 1n word,
(in teaching) he is a perfect man. Wty ;

4. The next order of. gifts in the church,is mtr:acks, or,
as in the next verse, workers of miracles. 1t 1s ev:dept
that all the christians in the primitive age, bad not (Le gift
of working miracles; nor are we informed that all the teach-
ers then had this gift. 1t was in the church to confirm the
truth; but has long since ceased. Whether it will ever be

d, time will determine.
reg':o"i?t?et ;liTta of healing are next introduced. 1 confess I
am not able to make a distinction between this gift, and
that of miracies,and therefore shall leave 1t to others,

6. Helps are also among the gifts mentioned by the apos-
tle. The word antileepis is found only in this text in the
whole New Testament. Some, as Douct. Parkhurst End oth-
ers, explain it as an order of men who were qua tﬁed. to
belp, support, and take care ol the infirm. "He refers usto
Actsxx.25; 1 Thes.v. 14. This is to me the most plausible
opinion of any. I have seen. Such men are greatly n:l:eded
in every church; such as have bowels of compassion ant ten-

- derness for the infirtn and weak.and poor. 1am strongly
inclined to think, that this office is the same as that of
de‘?‘.mz?xwrnmen!s are the last gifts mentioned by the apos-
tle to the Corinthians. This !mdouhtedly points out a class
or order of men, peculiarly gilted, or ql_lul:ﬁcd to rplu, and
govern in the church. Such men are indispensable in every
church for the purpose of good order, withwut which no

° ong exist., y
chg.rcg::n;}ztis?lilerally signifies one that preaches glad i-
dings. They were rministers 1o (he primitive (.:Imrc_.h, and
seem Lo have been assistants fu l!:e apostles in pr::p;-gaqu
the gospel. Acts xix. 22. “‘So Le (Paul) sentinto J\uaced“on ia
two of them that ministered unto him, 'l rmmlnei;,s n’u‘c_i Iiras-
tns: but he hiuselfstayed ifr: 1)\ai:1 _l'ur'_a season.” T'imouthy

d an Fvangelist. 2 Tim. iv. .

waﬁisl?y:s, overseegs. and elders were men, selected fron}
among the gifts already noticed, and were the servants o
th?:‘{til::;xt number we will enquire how these gifts werae
selected aud set apart for their particular offices.
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ORTHODOXY.

WE are informed that not long since the evangelical ‘ortho-
doz of every name were invited to attend, and hear a ser-
mon to be preached by a learned Doctor on the subject of
aunion prayer meeting of all the # vangelicals. He prefa-
ced his sermon by observing that a handful, or a very few
heretics, (refering to the church of Christ) had appeared in
this place ahout two years ago, who now had increased to
one or two hundred. Being a man of science, he caloula-
ted by the rulesof arithmetic, that if in two years,so many
had united with them, what would be the number in five or
ten years! When by this calculation be hLad roused the
minds of his listening audience and fixed their attention,
then he urged the propriety and necessity of a united pragy-
er meeting of the orthodox, in order to counteract and de-
stroy the influence of rhese heretics,

But who are deemed worthy of thus associating for so ho-
ly a purpose! He pointed out three, 4nd but three indis-
peusable qualifications in the worshipers; as we understand.
1. They must be firm believers in the trinity. 2. In the
operations of the spirit. 3. In the atonement of Christ.-
We are glad to see the terms of Christian Union and fel-
lowshipdiminisiiog with the progress of time, and march
of science. The five points of Calvinism, and the five op-
posite poiuts of Arminianism, are no longer considered es-
sential; a man may believe thetn, or not believe them, and
yet be a good christian. If he believes them, he is ortho-
dox—if he disbelieves them, still he is orthodox, provided
he believes in Trinity; in the operations of the spirit, and
in the atonement of Christ. But should any unfortunately
not believe any one of these three points in the orthodox
sense, he is branded as a heretic, and debared from wor-
ship with the Evangelists.

Suppose after the Doctor had preached his sermon, a per-
son, named John, should have risen up in the congregation,
and for the sake of information should have seriously en-
quired of him some fartherinstruction on these three points
of orthodoxy. Pray, Doctor, what do you mean by trinity?

Doct. | mean that there are three persons in one God,
and one God in three persons. But this is a doctrine incom-
prehensible, and therefore cannot be understood by man.

John, The Lord says, I am he that teacheth thee to

rofit.”” But if I understand not what he teaches, how can

be profited! Can such teaching inform my mind, or, affect
my heart? Had you preached to us to day in Latin, I should
not have received any information, nor have been reli-
glously affected by it.
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Doct..Do you not helieve the scriptures? and do they not
speak of the Father, Son, and Holy Glost? and that these
three are one! . .

John. With my whole heart I believe the scriptures, and
also believe in the Father, Son and Hcly Spirit as there re-
vealed, and I further believe they are one in the scriptural
senseof oneness. As Jesus prayed that his 12 apostles;
and all that believe in him through their word, might be
one, even as we (the Father and the Son) are cne. If thgy
are-one in any other sense, do teach my ighorance.

Doct. 1t is useless to enter into a controversy on the sub-
ject. It is a mark of humility to believe the doctrine
thei:gh you cannot undersiand it.

Juhit. Dear sir, 1 cannol feel the force of that argument.
The priests tell their papal vassals, that they must believe
that the bread and wine in the supper are couverted into
the real body and blood of Curist; that they must humbly
receive this mystery as truih, though they cannot under-
stand 1t. But, Doctor, yon can probably give me more sat-
‘isfactory information on your second puint of orthodoxy,
which you call the operatious of the spirit, The wish of
my heart is to & right in my faith, as well as practice. I
have heard of iione that deny the operations of the spirit,
1 bave thought this doctrine was nniversally admitted. 2ad
received by all who profess christianity. But you have
plainly binted, that these peovple, who have lately increas-
ed sorapidly, and whom you term heretics, and wish to get
up a prayer meeting of the orihudox, so pray them down,
dodeny the operations ef the spirit. Do, Doctor, tell me
yDul" meaning. .

Doct. My meaning is simply this, that mankind are so
entirely depraved that they will not, cannot believe, re-
pent,nor abey the gospel till the spirit operates in them,
and enables them Lo believe, repent and obey.

John. Do these hierciics of whom you have spoken,deny
this doctrine? Ii they do, T am ignorant of it. 1 havea
certain work to be done, azd to be dune by a certain per-
son. There are two ways to have it doue;one by compul-
sion, the other, by word, or per.uasion. I tell the person
to do the work, and promise him & great reward. [He be-
lieves me, and is moved to do it by he promised reward.—
Lest he should not believe me, I give mm ench convincing
evidences of my veracity and faithfuluess, that he is
brought to believe. This is my work. 1 have thus opera-
ted in Lim to believe and ohey. Thus the spirit by his word,
exhibiting the truth and faithfulness of Goud by signs, won-
ders and miracles operates failh in the attentive sinner,
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and the motives presented im the same word operate in
him to will and todo. The sinner thus brought to faith
and obedience, then, and not before, receives the Holy
Spizit of promise, or the gift of the Holy Spirit, by which
he becomes a new creature, sanctified and fitted for the
Master's use. All this is the work of the spirit. This is
the doctrine of those heretics agamnst whom you speak,
and against whom you are associating to pray down. Can
any, 1guided by the truth,deny the correctness of the doc-
trinet

Yowalso represent these heretics as denying the atone-
ment of Christ. There are some, (we are glad to say it,)
who deny the orthodox unscriptural views of that doctrine;
but there are others among us, who are sufficiently ortho-
dox on this point. They only shew the unhappy fact, that
men are commonly led more by preconceived opinions and
speculations, than by scriptural facts. We aré far from
unchristianizing any holy man for his opinions; but we are
sorry that opinions, unfounded in scripture, shonld so influ-
ence any man, that he should exclude from christiam fel-

lowship a holy maan, and unite in praying him down. There -

is nothing plainly stated in the Bible that we do not receive,

We firmly and gladly roceive the apostles’ doctrine with--
out exception. All they havesaid about the eficacy of the
blood of Christ, we believe; that it is shed for the remission
of sins; that it purges, sanctifies, justifies, cleanses, and
washes us from sin;-that it reconciles us to God; that it
took away the law, and introduced the gospel: that it was
necessary in order that Christ might rise from the dead,
and secure’ our resurrection, &c. But we believe that no

disobedient unbeliever can ever receive that cleansing,

recorrciling power of his blood. As ke is justified by faith,

it is by faith in his blood. When you shall hear us deny"

what the scripture says on the doctrine of the bldod of
Christ, then say wedeny the atonement; bnt when youhear
us deny the speculations and opinions of man on-this sub-
Ject, we advise you to avoid rashly saying, ‘they deny the

- atonement, lest you be condemned. I thought it justice to

these slandered people to make these remarks. EpitTon.

“Suffer not your spirit to be subdued by raisfortunes; but
on the contrary, steer right onward, with a courage grea-
ter than your fate seems toallow.”

“They that overcome evil with good, conquer three at
once; himself, his adversary, and the devil.”
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ADDRESS

TO THE
PEQPLE OF THE UNITED STATES
ON SLAVERY.

WE had designed to give our readers a few numbers on this
subject from our own pen; but a small tract, sent us by a
friend has prevented us. We have concluded to republish
this whole tract in aseries of numbers. Thesuhject is cer-
tamnly of importance, and particularly claims the attention
of the citizens of the United States; especially of the chris-
tian community. I have long viewed Slavery as the dar-
kest cloud that hangs over America. It will burst in ruin-
ous desolation upon us, unless averted by a timely repen-
tance. I haveseveral communications on this subject from
respectable correspondents; but have concluded (I am cer-
tain with their approbation) to omit their publication for
the one that follcws: '

-TheCommittee appointed by the New-England Anti-Sla-
very Convention to prepare an Address to the People-of the
United States on the subject of Slavery, beg leave to report
the following:— .

With all the deference which is due from individuals to
society, to the great union of free.and intelligent beings on,
whose sympathy, respect. and protection they depend; with
aull the confidence inspired by the defence of a cause which
requires for its complete success, pothing but an impartial
hearing; with all the fervent hope, all the fearful solicitude
for the destinies of mankind, wrapt up in the fate of this
country, we, the humble, and devoted advocates of the op-
pressed, address you, our fellow citizens, in behalf of more
than two millions of men, our countrymen, whom we. the
people of these United States, have doomed to absolute,
and perpetual bondage. .

What 1s the burthenof cur address; the object of our peti-
tian? Isit to provoke or offend—is it to wrong or to desire
to wrong our neighbor—is iL to slander—is iL to set our-
telves up above others, as if we were betler than they—
is il to disturb the peace, or to luosen, or to dissolve the
Union—is it to’promote divisions, and to stimulate our dif-
ferent classes to discord—the North against the South—the
East against the West—the enslaved American against the

free American—or the colored man against the white? No
~It is none of these.
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It is our ohject, in the first place, to set before you the
pnature and consequences of slavery; vot in order to con-
vioce you that slavery is an immeasurable evil, for this
would be as useless as to attempt Lo persuade you that lib-
erty is an inestimable good. * But we wish to impress you
with the idga that we cannot hold this simple and incon-
testable truth with impunity. that we driok the cup of free-
dom to ourowa cundemunaticn, unless we are willing to con-
fess, and repair our wrongs—unless we resolve to act in
obedience Lo the law of liberty which we have proclaimed,
and by which we must be judzed. ]

Every Fourth ot July is to us a day of exultation for what
we have dune, and a'day of humiliation for what we have
left undouve. ~‘The Declaration of Independence. which 1s
read throughout our land. bears recurd to our glory, our
shame. our incuBstancy. It proves the unlawiulness of the
governmenl estahlished over the slave, in the same terms
in which it justifies the sell government of the free. For
it asscris that all government among wen, derives 1fs just
powers {rom the cousent of the governed; that iLis instituted
to secure the inalienable rights of iife, liberty. and the pur-
suit of happiness, with which all men are endowed equally

their Crealuor. 1
by‘]‘huse sell-evidenl truths, set forth in that document of
philanthropic wisdom and heroism, are borne out by the
testimony of inspirativn. Let us place side by side the
law of the white mau, concerniug lug colored fellow-man,
and the law of God. concerning all hlslchlid ren. X

God said, ¢ Let us makeman in our image. afterourlike-
ness” Negro sluvery dentes God in man; the clildren do
pot recognise their Fatlier’s likeness, because u:xas pleas-
ed Hun to set it in*adark Irame.

The Son of God says, **Be not ye called masters; for one
i8 your masler; one 1s your Father; and all ye nre I:rethren.
This universal brotherlood, established by the God of na-
ture, the ather of spirits, has it induced the white man,
the professed Christian. tusee in his colored [cllow man, a
child of Gud, to he respected and loved by him as he res-
pects aod loves himsell! Look at the history uf negro slave-
ry. Allits awhentic records. all 11s ul:pl'lf.!llﬂhed‘?olﬂmel
may be summed np in one sentence. I'he white mlan,
the professed Ciiris i.n. has treated his hrother, the color-
ed man. first,as a heast of prey, and thenas a beast of bur-

and of draught. .
th?lt'.he‘ Son of wman further says; ‘‘Whztscever ye would
that men shonid do tu yuu.do ye even so to them. A Al_:dl;
“with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged; and wit
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what measure ye mete, it shall be meagured to you again.”
Todo unto others as we would have them do uanto us—if
this be the great law of justice by which we shall be judg-
ed—what must we think, we do not say of the men, for we

would pot interfere between t! - =n< tHeir own consclen-
ces—bat what must we thiznk of the luaws of our sig reholding
states and te--1t iclr the white inhabitants bave
made, and w! n¢ w.l2 country has sanctioned? The
law.secures: Lo = =gorest as well asthe

richest, wnateyer property he inberits, or gains by his own
industry, or by exchange with otbers. The earnings of the
slave, the fruits of his life-wasting industry, are not his
own; he inberits nothing but slavery, he bequeaths nothing
but sluvery; be himself is the product of slave-breeding in-
dustry, a marketable and hereditable commodity. Is this
doing unto others as we would have them do unto us?  The
ties of d=mestic affection, the covenant ol nature which
binds to each other husband and wife, parent and child,
brother aud sister, are acknowledged by putlic opinion, by
the enlightened sentiments of mankind, as the highest in-
centives to individual industry, the richest source of social
enjoyment, the main support of order, mutual good will,
and improvement in society. The voice of nature and of
reason has sanctioned the privacy of domestic life, and has
placed the law of the laad like acherub with a flaming
sword beforethe garden of life. But the law of the land,
which declares the house of the white man his ‘“‘castle,”
and guards it against the threas of intruders by imprison-
ment and death—the same law, like a faithless sentinel,
admits to the unguarded dwelling of the colored man, every
gelfish and brutal passion, if it bears the color of legalized
oppression; it licenses the profanation of all that is sacred
and dear to the wretched victim of avarice and prejudice.
Though conjugal fidelity. parental aud filial affection and
brotherly love be all placed in one scale, yot the market
. price in the other, seldem, if ever, fails to kick the beam.
fs this doing uunto others as we would have them do unto
us® All civil and political power is in the hands of the
white man,—the colored man has none. He is compelled
to live under rulers ia whose election he has no voice—uan-
der laws in whose enactment he is permitted to take no
part —aod under the verdicts and judgmeat of courts which
are constituted wholly by others,and where be is not allow-
ed to defend himself by his own oath, or that of those of his
ewn color. [s this doing unto others as we would have them
de unto.-us? ok
The foundation of all rights, the right of personal Inde-
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perdence, and self-ownership, by which every humanm be-
ing is mvpsted with the free use and disposal of his own bo-
dy, and his own soul, is- demied to the slave. Resistance
against violence, the natural right of self-defence, the right
of the husband and the father to protect the virtue of his
wife and child--if it be exercised by the colored man
against the white, is deemed worthy ef death. The right and
duty of every human being to improve his mind, for whieh
schools and associations for the advancement, and diffusion
of knowledge are established throughout our land, the cul-
tivation of the intellectual nature of man, is secured only to
the free man. The simple art of reading, which enables
every one to appropriate to himself what other men Lave
done for the elevation, and happiness of mankind, is with-
keld from the slave. The law in some parts of our country
threatens death, even to the master himself, who should
persist in teaching his slave to read. The safety of the
alave state is thought to require this prohibition; the knowl-
edge of the alphabet might enable the slave to find out,
from the Declaration of American Independence, and from
the word of God, that, by Divine right, and by the funda-
mental law of this country, every man is a freeman. If, in-
deed, the master should give his ccnsent, which he may re-
fuse or retract at any time, that christianity should be
taught to theslave, it is only such christianity, rather such
a religion, as is consistent withslavery. Is this doing un-
to others as we would have them do untc us? The only
case of importance in which the law acknowledges a crime
committed against a slave as a crime, and threatens pun-
ishment to the offender, the case of murder, affords but fee~
ble protectionto the life of the slave. The law enables the
master to free himself from punishment by shewing that the
slave came to his death in consequence of moderate casti-
gation. Nay, the law secures impunity to the offender in
almost every case of offence committed by a white against
a colored man, by rejecting black testimony against white crime.
If doing unto others as we would be done by, is indeed
the eternal standard of natural justice between man and
man, what right have we, the freemen of this country, to
our property, our families, our political privileges, to the
possession of our own bodies, and souls, while we persevere
in denying the same privileges, and blessings to our colored
fellow-men? Iu strict justice, he who strips his unoffend-
ing fellow-man of his natural, and civil rights, forfeits his
own.
_ Enough has been said on the simple truth that slavery is
in itself unjust, that it is a crime against human nature, s
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moral impossibility. That the effects of slavery are no
belter than the cause, would be readily believed on suppo-
sition, evea if experience, and history did not supersede all
speculation on this subject.

The evil consequences of slavery have been most deeply

felt, and forcibly set forth by slaveholders themselves.—
Its influence on the various branches of industry, particu-
larly on agriculture, gnd manufactures, is plainly delinea-
ted on the faceof our country. The condition of ourslave-
holdjng states comparcd with that of the free, the contrast
between the two great states on the banks of the Ohio, and
between the western and eastern portion of Virginia—are
facts too obvious, and conclusive to require an elaborate
treatise on the comparative advantages of free, and slave
labor.

And what are the natural effects of slavery on the mind,
and disposition i the master and the slave? A restless
dissalisfaction, or a brutal contentment with his lot, aver-
sion to all labor, because he labors not from the hope of a
just reward, but from the dread of punichment at the hand
of arbitrary power, addictedness to low, and sensual enjoy-
ments because others are withheld; these are some of the
natural effects of slavery on the slave. On the other hand,
constant fear of insurrection, disdain of useful labor -as as-
sociated with the condition of slavery, love of power nour-
ished in the master from infancy, with freedom to gratify
all his passions, and whims in relation to his unprotected
slaves—is it probable that these circumstances should be
favorable to the growth of private virtue, or of true repub-
licanism? For, true republicanism does not consist in main-
taining equality of rightsamong oppressors, but in honoring
all men as equalsin allt heir natural and inalienable rights.

When we say that freedom has a salutary, and slavery a
Lurtful influence on the mind, and disposition both of the
master and the slave, we mean that this is the natural re-
sult of that natural relation. Among the innumerable ca-
ses which have been brought forward in confirmation of this
truth, there are undoubtedly some which have been exag-
gerated,ifnotinvented, by those who have published them.
But if we confine ourselves only to the official and authen-
tic accounts of slavery, and its offspring the foreign and
domestic slave trade, there is enough to rouse every dor-
mant feeling of humanity, and inspire the most timid, and
indifferent to active, and enterprising benevdlence. It is
true, there are virtues, such as frankness, and generosity,
which are found among slaveholders as well as among con-
sistent freemen; and we rejoice to acknowledge them in our
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southern brethren, without entering into an invidious in-
quiry concerning the camparative difficulty of practising
the virtue of generosity in different portions of our country.
It is zpon the belief it the existence of those generous sen-
timents,that the friends of abolition rest much of their con-
fident hope that the slaveholders of the South will take this
great work into their own hands,'and force an acknowledge-
ment of their magnanimous love of liberty not only from
their rivals at the North, but from the forsakenslave. On
the other hand, we rejoice that there are many instances
to prove that the state of degradation imposed upon the
slave has not obliterated every feature of the divine image.
That the spirit of man, however darkened, 1s not extinct in
the slave, is evident from the cccasional wild eruptions of
the smothered fire of indignation, and resentment, as well
as from the striking instance of that fidelity, which is the
moral support of an immoral power, and which bhas often
saved the unsuspecting master from the fury of the revolt-
ing slaves. The same truth is confirmed by numercys in-
stances of voluntary death preferred to a life ¢f beondage,
and by the still more cheering and elevating cxample of
those who, after having worked out their own frecdom, have
not ceased to toil, and to starve until they have redzem-
ed their friends from servitude.
Whether the slaves are treated well or ill, whetlier they
.are contented or not, thesc are circumstances which do
not affect the dutly of emancipation. The very exjstence
of laws against runaway slaves would be sufficient to prove
that many of them, surely, are not contented. We haveno
right to assert that the slave is happy, in a condition the
least particle of which, if it were imposed upon us, would
be resisted unto blood,juntil we haveoffered tojhim freedom.
We mean fresdom in good faith;.not the pitiful and preca-
rious allowance of human rights that is settied upon the un-
enslaved man of color in most parts of our country; but lib-
erty such as we have it, other than which we ought to be
ashamed to offer. The state of ignorance in which we have
placed him, may indeed render it inexpedient to call the
slave to an immediate, and unlimited exercise of every pri-
vilege. Yet wecertainly are not justified in asserting that
~the slave is content with bis present lot, until we have of-
feréd to him the immediate enjoyment of all those rights
for the possession of which he is now qualified, together wilh
the means to fit himself, as soon as possible, for the exer-
cise of every privilege enjoyed by thie white freeman,
But suppose it true, what has been asscrted, that the vast
majority are contented, and happy—this contentment and
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happiness should be considered not as the best, but as the
very worst and most deplorable effiect of slavery. If human
beings, stripped of all the rights and attributes of humanity
are contented and happy, it is a proof that the hierarchy
of nature which has placed man, the moral agent, at the
head of all livine creatures, is brolken, that the animal has
survived his spiritoal nature. Ifit be troe then, that the
slave is fallen so low as to rest satisfied with his own deg-
rada;ion, and forget that he is a man, then slavery has in-
deed'done its worst on him,and 1t beeomes our most sacred
duty to break the spell that has converted humcn beinge
into brutes.
(T be continued.)

FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

Broruer Stone—The subject on which I write, although
an old one to you, may not be so to all your readers. Itis
a topic, on which we have conversed, but as yel, we have
mot come to any arzument. You already perceive | allude
to the conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus: J, chap-
terof John, [liave been confident for nearly twenlty years,
that the popular notions on part of that conversation are
erroneous, and involve in their consequences more than
most good christians would be willing to admit. Ifany
views on the whole, or any part of that couversation, are
wrong,-1 wish them exposed by being brought to the clear
light of God’s word, and that by the strongest heads, and
best hearts. DBy such men I wish them to be weighed in
the balance of ihe sanctuary, and if found wanting, I shall
then abandon them.

For the above reason I request you to give my thoughts
some humble place in the Christian Messenger, where you
will (if you ave able) shew me where 1 am wroag, and how
I am wrong.

One more request, brother, is, that you invite brethren
W. Scott, and A. Campbell, to lay hold of the subject with
you, for in the multitude cf counsel, we are told there is
safety.

It does appear to me, that the dullness of Nicodemus,
on that ogeasion, is infectious, and like a disease, fastens
on the mind of most men who read it.

It 1s clear to me, that there never had been an infant
sprinkled—Poured upon or immersed. Iad that subject
been understood, I think it likely the practice will cease
when it is understood, and not till then.

.ed christians, to be baptized in water.

MESSENGER ., HE')

“Verily, Verily, I say unto you, unless a man ba bbrn
of water, and spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God.” The birth, of water is understood by all enlighten-
The error is this,
that the birth of the spirit is co-evallwith the birth of water,
and isdependent on it, 1n the order of God’s plan, or gra-
icous economy.

Therefore, says the Catholic, all unbaptised persons are
foreverexcluded from thekingdom of God. And soit dees ap-
pear to me, if it be true, that the birth of thespirit, in any
shape or way,depends on baptism;orif they are simultane-
ous actions.

It is agood rule, (and the only one that is safe) when we
meet with apy part of the word, which appears dark, exam-
ine it by other paris of the same word, that are more clear.
This is the only place in the New Testament where the
words, born of water ¢nd spirit, are found; yet through that
book we find baptism, and the spirit connected.

We will here, for the sake of your readers, refer to a
fow cases out of many, where baptism, and the spir:t, are
recorded in conpection, and how conzected.

1. When Jesus was baptized, as Lic came up out of the
water, the spirit descended on biw; he then received the
spirit; or as Peter has it, he was anointed with the Holy
$pirit. Not a word of being born of the spirit. Again,
after he was really born of the spirit, and bad commissioned
his apostles to go and teach all nations, and baptize them;
and had by this birth entered into his glorious kingdom,
what do we hear Peter telling the Jews, when cenvicted of
sin?! “Reform, and be baptized, every one of you, iu the
name of Jesus Christ, for the remissiou of sins, and you
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Next, is the
case of the Samaritan converts. After they were bLaptiz-
ed, they received the Holy Spirit, by the imposition of the
apostles’ hands. Next, of the twelve discipies at Elphesus.

Paul himself was commanded to be baptized, and wask
away his sins, 2nd be filled with the Holy Spirit. Ia all
these cases, not one word of being born of the spirit. But
they must all be born of water before they could enter into
the kingdom of God’s grace, (or favor) in order that being
now sons of God, he might send forth the spirit of his
son into their hearts, that they might with propriety call
him Father,

It really is almost gelf-evident to me from n long, and as
clear an examination of the New Testament, as I am capa-
ble of bestowing on it, that the receiving the spirit, prem-
ised after baptism, and being bora of said spirit, are as op-

a2
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posite as any two things can be; the one is moral, and the
-other is physical; the first has to do with the mind altogeth-
er, the latter with the body only.

The reason of all this is showa us throughout the word:
the spirit of Christ is given us as a completer, and if we
grieve it not, itis the power of God, by which we are kept
through faith unto salvation.

When believers are baptized, as born of water, and do
receive the spirit by faith they are visible to all eyes, pre-
sent with them, until they are buried in the tomb; but Je-
sus says positively that every one that is horn of the spirit
is like the wind, which comes, and goss, but we cannot tell
whence, or whither.

Wherefore, I have come to the conclusion, that the birth
of the spirit does not take place at, nor before, baptism;
but at the resnrrection of the body. So it did appear at
the resurrection of him, who is himse!f the resurrection, and
the life, after that astonishing event. at which, the whole
upiverse seemed to be in motion, He appeared to his dis-
ciples where they were assembled with closed doors, once
and again. They could not tell from whencehe came, nor
whither he went.

But it may be said that he told his disciples to handle
him and see that a spirit had not flesh and bones as he bad.

Be that as it may, one other thing he told them, that it
behooved him to suffer death, and 1ise again from the dead,
in order that he might enterinto his glory. And Paul write-
ing to the Corinthians on the resurrection, positively af-
firms, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God. The conclusion then is, that when Jesus sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty on high,he was a spirit, as Le
told Nicodemus. 1 ask my brethren, who differ with me
on this subject, will not the popular opinion, when carried
out to its legitimaie issue, exclude every unbaptized son,
and daughter of Adam, from the kingdom of God?  If it be
the established order of his plan in saving men, that believ-
ing penitents shall be born of the spirit in the act, or imme-
diately after baptism, then, if this birtb of the spirit should
take place at any other time, or in any other way, it is out
of order, and 1n opposition to his revealed plan. But I
opine, Jesus did not so teach it. He is always consistent
with himself, whether teaching with his own voice, or by
his spirit,useing the voice of others.

Agsin let us asls, what is the use, and true signification
of baptism in the New Institution? is it, oris it not, alto-
gether metaphorical—a metaplorical death tosin? a meta-
phorical burial, & resurrection from the Lathe of water with
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Christ, who is our new life? a metaphorical putting him on

by faith, throngh which w i
' faith, _ e received pardon of sin i
:ﬂnst to ([iiwell In us by faith? Metaphors, you know aal:-:ia l;is-
shayll lr:se to represent something, that has, does now or
e e.rezlzafler., exist. The substance then of the ab:wc
bgﬂssolnnceagtlsm are ;heTe, Christ did actually die for, or
! ; be was actually buried in Joseph’s se ire;
gfl il?:g}::!lylnie aé-ain from thence, no mpora topt;]iig-hll')ey'
acls he became the author of eternal ti
to all them who obey him. Christ i e (i
’ st 18 the first bora of
creature; the first born firom the dead 1 Hone
b ad; the first born
many brethren, Inall thesea i ithdi e )
A l ppeliations with direct -
rerl;::: i; h:;a resurrection from the dead. How was I:erfz?r:
oo 'I?h ead; was it not by the power, orglory of the Fa-
oy :;ame e SSF:mItl othaéiiland the power of God? these are
. all, who believe these things by the testi
ny of the same spirit (which is truth TRSEL b b
irit, | are kept by th
pow;r, unto the like salvation; Chris)t the ﬁrgt, frt{its a:f::em:
;’mr s, they that are Chrits’s at his coming. Thon we shall
n?lv'e;‘ a.Lctua.lly put on Christ; mortality is now sWallowed u
oflife; we shall be then like him, and shall see him as he is:
we“t;zgntﬂtl:m]? \:*lh_enc.e he cometh, and whither he goeth’
W take this view of thesubject, we see a at
r;ulhons of millions of the sons, and dangh,ters ofme:?zza;hl::
orn of the spirit, and enter into the kingdom of God, wh
never heard of baptism. i

Ih i
. ya:: much mere to say, but shall defer it until I hear

I remain your brother in the best of christian feelings.

MATTHEW ELDER.

REMARK.

TaE subject discussed by our old brother Elder, was com-
hm;n;::.::&l bydhx_;n to me some years ago. We are glad he
s worthy.uce it te the public for examination, of which it
It is hoped that we shall i
C ) receive short communication

fm:io:;)agamst the ideas suggcsted by him in the piece abo:'e.-
?tn ft at such communications may be written in the spir:

of the gospel. I forbear making any remarks on his ideas
at present. G Epiror.

““We never do evil so thoron i
[ ghly and cordially as wk
We are led to it by a false principle of conai:ienc:." A e
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Dgar BroTHER STONE—DBy insertiog the following para-
graphs you will confer a favor on many brethren. [ aska
place for it also as an individual; as an infroduction to some

-remarks on the subject of, ““Ordination,” which I hope to
have prepared for the next number. I shall endeavor to be
as courteous, as christianity, and the love you know me
to possess for you requires.

Your brother in the hope of Lhe gospel. .,

PHILO CHRISTIANOS.

Of Churches observing the Lord’s Supper without Elders.
[SELECTED FOR TAE MESSENGER.]

“WugrE christians fully agree about what the Scriplures
say of the Elders’ office, it islikely there would not remain
the least difference as to churches ealing the Lord’s Sup-
‘per without Elders, and before they have obtained them.

As in growth in grace, our progress is promoted, the old
man crucified, and every corrupt sentiment, and lust des-
troyed, in proportion as we increase in our knowledge of
Jesus Christ, so in our fellowship in the gospel. As far as
we see from the word of God, what the first churches were,
theantiseripturalideas we have entertained of churches,and
of divine institutions,give place to the form; the decency, &
the order which occupied theApostle’s minds when they gath-
ered churches, and gave them the ordinances to keep as the
Lord had commanded them, the Apostolical church order,
and steadfastness of faith in Christ, are closely conjoined,
and we cannot have a scriptural view ef either, at any time
we attempt to separate them: ii. chap. Col. 5, 6. It would
appear then, that the question, whether a churchshouid ob-
serve the Lord’s Supper without Elders, isldecided, by con-
sidering what the first churches were before Flders were ap-
pointed over them. -

It must be granted, that a church gathered together by
an Apostle, was an assembly in a certain place, met togeth-
er for their mutual edification, in the'way of the Lerd;ar
assembly, whether great or small, supported from the world
by the faith of the gospel, that they might observe all things
which Christ commanded them as his peculiar people. Such
an assembly was called a Church, before Elders were ap-
pointed: Acts xiv.23. Nor was a great number necessary
te constitute a church, Whoever in a place believed the
gospel, without regard Lo any consideration but their being
the disciples of Jesus Christ, assembling to observe his or-
dinances, were the church of Christ at that place. Itseems
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evident that our Lord gives directions, Mat. xviii. 15—20,
to the smallest number that might thus meet in his name.

We may fairly infer from this passage, as well as other
parts of the word of God, that, were only two christians in
=@y place, such as on shipboard, or similar circumstancs, in
which 1t was impodsible for them to observe the erdinam-
ces with a larger society, they ougt to commemorate the
death of Christ on the first day of the weelt as well as his
resurrection.  Insodoing, they might depend on the pre-
sence of Jesus in thesSupper, as much as ia any other ordin-
ance. This I conceive is the duty of the smallest number
of believers 1n any place. Where there are but a few
christians, it is common (o find them at a great loss what te
do. Let them meet together on the Lord’s day, and attend
to his ordinances. He will add to their number, and bestow
on them every necessary gift for their edification.

The idea, that it needs a considerable number to consti-
tute a church, and that this number ought to be what is
called regularly formed, blinds the minds of christians with
respect to what they ought te do. Their formation, and
duty are evidently pointed out in these words by Jewus
Christ. “Where two or three are gathered together in my
mame,’ there am I, in the midst of them.” Nor is there
any other formation of a church mentioned in scripture,
than the disciples in a certain place met to obseive the
ordinance of the Lord. :

We do well to recollect, that when the Apostles gathered
together a church by the preaching of the gospel, that
church had not to uplearn the many antiscriptural ideas
which christians now have concerning the Lord’s Jupper.
It is true the Jewish believers had to divest themsalves of .
their erroneous notions of the law of Moses, and the Gen-
tiles of ther heathenish opinions; but both readily raceived
the ordinance of the New Testament as the Apostles deliv-
ered them, on the same authority that they believed the
glad tidings of salvation. It must be granted that lefore
the first churches obtained Elders, they met together for
prayer, reading the'scriptures, and even for discipline, or,
in a word, to observe every ordinance of the Lord which
they couid observe. It remains then to be answered, why
not observe the Lord’s Supper? Let us again call to nind
what an Apostolical church was before the appointment of
Elders: a company of believers ready to receive and do
whatever the Apostles commanded in the name of the Lord.
Take for example the churches at Antioch, Lystra, Derbe,
and Iconium, gathered together by Paul, Barnabas, which
as we bhave already shown remained considerable time yith-
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out Elders: Acts xiii. and xiv. There were churches,
which so far as we can learn, had no such superstitious
notions as men now entertain of the supper, and if it must
be gran!ed, that they were churches of Christ before they
had elders, and that they met together for their mutual
edificatibn in attending to the ordinance of the Lord, which
must have been the case in order to their obtaising of El-
ders, the question is what did they do for their mutual edi-
fication? Undoubtedly they conducted their worship as the
Apostles enjoined them. Here a great many doubtful
questions may be proposed about what they did, and what
the Apostles commanded to be done. One thing is certain
that elders could not be obtained answering to the Apostel-
ic deseription of them: 1 Timothy i. 3—7. Titus i. 6—=9.
without atterding to divioe institutions. Can any one sup-
pose, that they met in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and yet neglected any ordinance of his, knowing it to be
such, and which was in their power to observe! Or did
the Appstle gather disciples together in any place with-
out informing them what were their duties, and the insti-

tutions/of Christ in their assemblies? The Apostles surely.

did as eur Lord commanded them: Matthew xxviii. 19, 20.
/fter baving brouglit men to the knowledge of the truth,
they taught them to observe all things whatsoever l.xe had
commianded them. ’

L.etus then conceive of an infant primitive clurch, as-
sembled in Christ’s name, with Paul, and Barnabas among
tkem. We know these Apostles for the most part could not
remain long with them; they were either drivea from them
by persecution, orduty calied them to another place. Nor

ceuld (hey obtain elders; for it did not yet appear who

among them were fit for that office, there had not beea 2
suflicieat trial of their gifts for teaching, and ruling. Now,
ig itgranted, that while the Apostles abode with them, this
infant church would attend to every ordinance which the
Apostles enjoined, and of which they set the example; and
czo it for a moment be doubted, that the Apostles did not
teach them every ordinance! Would they tell them of
prayer, and reading the scriptures?] Can we conceive that
they did not also inform them of the Lord’s day? Their as-
sembling logether on that day, and the end of their assem-
bling, viz.the commemoration of the resurrection of Christ?
And is it possible to conceive, that the Apostles met with
the infant church on the first day of the week to commemo-
rale-the resurrection pf Christ, and did not deliver to that
‘church the ordinance of the supper in commemoration of
bis death? (7o be continued.)

F S
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‘¢ See that ye Fall not out by the Way.”

Avr who love the Lord Jesus ia sincerity, and truth are
brethren, members of the same family, and have espoused
one common cause; and it is infinitely important to reli-
gion that Christians of different denominations should ex-
ercise love and forbearance to one another, for we are told
that love is the fulfilling of the law. In this happy land of
civil and religious liberty, there are various sects who are
all in their own way striving to do good, and to communi-
cate, and wherever we hear that, a blessing has followed
their labors, we ought to wish them God speed.
Philwlelphian.

UNION OF CHRISTIANS.

ExTtrAcT from a sermon delivered in Madison Fa. by Rev.
Andrew Wylie, D. D. President of Indiana College.

It would greatly tend to promote the purity as well as
the peace of the church, 1f her public teachers in all the
different denominations should, as with one cozsent, avoid
the points of sectarian peculiarity, and, both in their pub-
lic ministrations, and private intercourse among their
people, insist more, than any of them do, on the great mat-
ters of personal piety, and social duty. The religion of
Christ is eminently practical. ¢ Why call ye me Lord, Lord,
and do not the things which I say.” Nothing is revealed
to us in the Bible simply to'be believed. KEyery thingis in
order to practice. And it is worthy of observation, that
wherever the spirit, and power of Lrue piety prevail, there
is no disposition to indulge in sectarian disputes, or to
magnify sectarian differences, or to cherish sectarian fee-
lings. The convinced sinner, whose mind is abserbed in the
question, ‘what shall I do to be saved?’ and the experienced
christian, fighting the good fight of faith, or d¢yiog in the
triumphs of hope, turn away in disgust from these specula-
tions, which inflame the passions of the sectarian zca_lut.
The active philantropist regards them not. It is the idle
mind that seeks to amuse itself in vain speculation, and
empty theory.”

NOTICE.

Our general co-operating meeting will commence the Fri-
day before the fourth Lord’s day in May at the Court house,
in ‘Jacksonville. Brethren throughout the state, are in-
vited to attend, especially the preachers.
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Paris, Missouri, March 1, 1835,

BroTrER BToNE, there will be held (no preventing provi-
dence)a four days meeting, at Dover meeting house in Ran-
dolph county Mo. commencing on the first I'riday in June
next. At which meeting the brethren contemplate selecting
one ar more Evangelists, to spend the whole of their time
in teaching the word of eternal life. Please insert these few
lines in the ““Christian Messenger.” We heartily solicit
the brethren in Missouri, generally to meet with us, if prac-
ticable, if not, to send letters from the churches, stating
whom they prefer as Evangelists, and how much they will

contribute to the support of those selected,
THOMAS THOMPSON,

—

My friend and brother Wm. Rawlings of Stilesville, Ia.
writes meithat a communication of his to us was neglected.
I'or this ke must excuse me; for the bustle of moviag, and
settling, deranged our affairs, and his piece was maislaid.
I assure him, and the public that in my last remarks on his
former communication, I did not apprehend his meaning, as
I then expressed a doubt, and as he has convinced me since
that I was mistaken, B. W.STONE, Editor.
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ON SLAVERY.
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Many objections to the immediate abolition of slavery
have béen brought forward, which, like the one already men-
tioned, the alleged contentment of the slaves, only require
afair and thorough examination, to be defeated or convert-
ed into auxiliary arguments for emancipation. It has been
said, the slaves are not prepared for liberty. But it is clear
that the first step toward civilizing and christianizing the
negro is toacknowledge that he is a man, whose confidence
we have to gain by confessing that we have wronged him,
and endeavoring to repair the injury by abandoning forever
the inhuman principle that man car hold property in man,
It has been said that the slaves, ii suddenly emancipated,
would use their liberty for avenging their. past sufferings
upon the masters. But it would be strange indeed, if the
standing army and the militia, the whole power of this coun-
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try which has hitherto secured the unrignteous authority of
the master over the slave, should not be able to uphold the
rightful dominion of the law oyer the freeman. It seems
stranger still to suppose, that by an unaceountable perver-
sion of the most naturalifeelings, the colored man who hasno
cause for hatred & desire of revenge against the white man,
except the fact that he holds him in slavery, should bate, &
desire to revenge himself upon him, for restoring him to
liberty. Whatever strange kind of speculation may lead
men to expect that love should begat hatred, this surely is
not the logic of the human heart.

The history of the past, as well as the experience of our
days, does not record one instance in which the immediate
abolition of slavery has stirred up the freed man to violence,
outrage and war. Within the remembrance ofj this gen-
eration, slavery has been abolished in St. Domingo, in the
republics of South America, and recently throughout the
vast empire of Great Britan. Different modes and forms
of emancipation have heen tried. Insome cases, the enjoy-

- ment cf perfect liberiy on the part of the slaves has been
preceded by an apprenticeship; in others full libertyhas
been granted at once; in some instances portions of land
have been allotted to the negroes; in others they have been
left without ahy means of support but their p:rsonal liberty;
in others a part of the produce, or certain days in the week,
have been secured to the free lnzborers remainiag on the
plantations. In all these instances, in which a wholestate
has abolished slavery, and in many others in which the com-
parative value of free and slave labor has been tried on a
smaller scale, the safety and superior advantages of imme-
diate abolition have been fully established. @reat light
has been shed on this subject by the report of ths commit-
tee appointed by the House of Commons, on the ex\inction
of,slavery in Great Britan. The confident anticipations
of many of the witnesses who were examined by the com-
mittee as to the safety and desirableness of that great na-
tional measure, for both masters and slaves, have already
been verified, so far as the short time that has elapsed since
the actual enfranchisement of the British West Indies has
enabled us to judge of the results of this great measure.—
Already several ielands have petitioned the government,
and have obtzined permission to substitute full and imme-
diate abolition for the system of apprenticeship, which had
been devised as an intermedizte step fromservitude to free-
dom; because it soon became evident, that the full advan-
tages of a free labor system cannot be realized by any
scheme of demi-servitude,
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A thorough investigation of the much disfizured history
of St. Domingo, which has been so often held out as a fear- =
ful warning against all attempts at immediate abolition,
bears the most decided testimony to the safety of this phi«~
lanthrophic measures. Indeed, the history of Hayti spéaks
more strongly in favor of this cause, than the most sanguine
abolitionist could have expected. Forit is proved by com-
petent eye witnesses,* that after the fearful contest which
raged in that island from 1791 to 1793, and which from a
civil seon became a servile war, and ended in a complete
obolition of slavery, the slaves as soon as they were declar-
ed freemen, instead of trying to aveuge the cruelties they
had suffered, quietly returned to their plantations. There
they continued to work as free laborers for a fourth part of
the produce, besides having two days in the week entirely
to themselves. And this cultivation of the land on shares
proved so successful, that the island was fast advancing
towards its former prosperity, when in 1801, Buonaparte
conceived the inhuman and insane plan of reducing the en-
franchised islands again to slavery.

In Guadaloupe, which had been quiet and prosperous in
her freedom as St. Domingo was, the ruthless conqueror
succeeded in resforing slavery, after the most fearful and
bloody resistance, But he failed in St. Domingo. And if
we would rightly estimate the result of this great struggle
from servitude, discord, and anarchy, to liberty, law, anil
union, we must consider that during the continued warfurc
which did not wholly ccase until 1820, the whole island be-
came one republic, the arts and habits of peace were al-
most entirely abandoned, and the expensive works for cul-
tivating the land on which the amount of exportable pro-
perty greatly depends, were destroyed. We must consid-
er also, that the natural disposition of thepeople inclines
them to secure by moderate labor the necessaries and com-
forts which the rich soil easily affords, rather than to strive
and toil for wealth and commercial eminence. Again we
must consider, that the industry of that island is kept down
by thesupport of a large standing army to prevent invasion,
and by an enormous national debt to France. Under all
these circumstanges, which have necessarily reduced the
produce, the exports and imports of St. Domingo, and affec-
ted the characterof its inhabitants, if we consider that the
population, which in 1804 amounted to about 400,000, had
Increased, according to the official census in 1824, to 935,-

*See particularly the French works of La Croix and
‘Malenfant. ¥
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335, and if we look upon the amount of freedom, security,
and prosperity enjoyed in that island—we cannot help sea-
ing in the whole unprecedented history of St. Domingo, s
most satizfactory evidence of the safety and expediency of
immediate abolilion, even under the most unfavorable cir-
cumstances,

That the Africans will not work from any better impulse
than the cart-whip, is an assertion so often refuted, that it
is not worth while to dwell upon it. It is indeed not im-
probable, that the long continuance of slavery has degrad-
ed many so deeply as to requiresome impulses besides those
of selfinterest, honor, and family attachment, to stimulate
them to honest industry; some legal restraints to prevent
those who by a sudden act of abolition are made masters of
their time, from abusing it to the injury of others as well as
themselyes. Laws may be necessary like those existing in
Hayti, which compel idlers and vagabonds, all those who
cannot show that they possess the means ofan honest subsis-
tence, to cultivate the earth for their living; as in many
parts of our country also, paupers are compelled to labor for
the sustenance provided for them by the community. But
the practical importance of these laws will continually de-
crease, as the natural effects of freedom supplant the arti-
ficial resorts of slavery.

The loss of properfy,growing out of immediate emaneipa
tion, has been urged as another objection te this measure.
The general ground of this question, the comparative ad-
vantages of free and slave labor, have been so clearly dem-
onstrated by scieatific und experimental investigation, that
few, if any, remarks are required on this subject. It would
seem superfluous to prove in detail, that the master, the
planter in particular, must be benefitted by the change of
a slave-labor for a free-labor system. It frees him from the
necessity of purchasing cyltivators for his land, the price of
which must rise in proportion to what he saves by not being
obliged to buy mex, in addition; he is not at the risk of los-
ing part of his capital by the sickness, or death, or escape of
his slaves; he has not to previde for the sick, the children,
the aged, except so far as they may have to be taken care of
by the community. Instead of dependingon labors, whose
mterest it is to do no more work than the fear of the ~vhip
can induce them to perform, and to pass themselves off for
being as unprofitable as possible; the employer of free labor
has the choice of laborers, whose interest, whose heart and
will are in theirbusiness,and whose reputation for efficient
usefulness is at stalte. Instead of finding it for his advan
tage to debar his slaves from all knowledge, save what con-
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cerns him as a domesticated animal; instead of doing vio-

‘lence to his own nature by degrading that of hLis slave, the

master or employer will be prompted botl, by his earthly
and his spiritual interests, to promote the iniclligence, tha
self respect, the love of truth and justice, the religious prin-
ciple in the free labor.

These considerations are sufficient to show that univer-
tal and immediate emarcipation must, in general, prove
eminently beaeficial, both to the slaveholder and the slave.
(Cases of individual suffering, which are incidental to every
plan of reform, will be easily remedied. But although the
economical advantages of this reform are evident, it should
never be overlooked that justice demands the immediate
abolition of slavery, whether it be for the advantage or dis-
advantage of the slaveholder. Instant and preserving ex-
ertion to remove from the present, and to avert from every
future generation, the crime and the misery of oppression,
is all that we can do to atone for the past, and to wipe off a
part of that fearful reckoning, which awaits us all at the bar
of eternal justice.

There is one more object to the promotion of anti-slave-
ry principles, which operates as a powerful clieck upon ma-
ny of our fellow-citizens; althonzh weconfidently believe
that if they would subject it to a thorough exawination.
they would see in this very objection the strongest argu-
ment for promoting the abolitiz: “eiavery in our country.
It is said that the Constitutics 224 the Laws of the Union
acknowledge and cecure the exislcree of slavery, in every
State in which it is not prohibited by the State itself, =+
well as in the District of Columbia, and ia several of the
Territories. Hence, il is argued, that the agitation of this
question in the free States, is an improper and cCangerous
interference.

1t is true indeed, that the constitution as it is generally
understood, though it no where speaks of slavery, is made
to read se as to secure a power which, according to the
principles of the Declaration of Independence, cannot be
rendered jusf, by any decree or act of government, It is
true, that the slave escaping from bondage in one Blate,
finds in every other, even in those St:}tcs in wl}ich slavery
is by law prohibited, a powerful co-adjutor of his master, 10
every judge or competent magistrate of the Union, who 18
obliged to deliver him up to the pursuing cwner, however
his own conscience may revolt againsi this official sipyort
oflegal tyranny. Itis true, moreover, that a standiog ar-
my is kept and paid by these United States, chiefly for the
protection of that special branch of industry in one part of

12



102 THE CHRISTIAN

our country which is proscribed in every other. It is true,
that in case the slaves should assert and insist upon the
rights solemnly ascribed to them, in common with all other
men, by the Declaration of our Independence, not only the
army, but 1n case the army slould prove insufficient, the
militia; the whole people of these United States;are bound
by law to assemble under tLe vavy banners under which
they once achieved liberty for themselves, to put to the
sword men who dare to claim the same inalienable rixhts.
It is true, that a bargain, agreed to by the free statesL: en-
Litles the slaveholders to send, in addition to the represen-
tatives to which their own number entitles them, twenty-
five others to répresent a portion of their population, which
by their own laws are accounted a part of the live stock, to-
gether with horses and cattle. It is true, that in somo of
the Territories as well as in the District of Columbia, over
which Congress has an absolute and exclusive right of leg-
islation, slavery Las a legal national existence and support.
lt_ls true, in fine, that Congress, being invested with con-
stitutional power ‘to regulate commerce with foreign na-
tions and among theseveral states,’ although it has branded
as piracy the foreign slave trade, still tolerates the domes-
tic trafiic in buman beings, which is characterized by the
essential attributes of the middle passa‘ge. By means of
this traffic, the produce of the slave-breeding is conveyed
to the slave-consuming states, and the various wants of the
tlaveholding community are continually supp.i~d. Nay, the
seat of Congress, the capital of the United ~lates, 18 the
sentre, the very beart of this trafiic, drawing fresh supplies
frum different quarters, and sendicg them to every part

to nourish and support the system, :

The fact then on which the forementioned objection to
an ti-slavery movements is grounded, is incontestable. It
1s true that slavery, as it exists ia our country, is support-
ed by law, and by the constitution as it is generally under-
8lood. But can this be considered as a reasonable objec-
tion? Ought it not to be to us the most powerful induce-
ment, to use every means which the constitution has left us
to remove this fatal inconsistency with the vital principl;
of our social 1nstitutions?

It is not our object now to enquire whether a law can be
deemed valid, if it is contrary to the inaliemable rights of
man; particularly when these principles and rights are sol-
emnly acknowledged by the sovereign will of the peopla as
the supreme standard and test of the validity of any law,

@ only ask the people of the United States to consider
what bearing that clause in the constitution which author-
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izes slavery, has upon the Declaration of Independence.—
The words of the only article which is understood as secur-
ing the claims of the slave-owner (Art. 1V, Sec. 1II. 8.) are
these: ‘No person held {o service or labor in one state un-
der the laws thereof, escapiog into another, shall, in conse-
quences of any law or regulation therein, be discharged
from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on
claim of the party to whom such sorvice or labor may be
due.’
(To be continued.)

Of Churches observing the Lord’s Supper without Elders.
[SSLECTED FOR TRE MESSENGER.]
(Concluded from page 94.)

Is it moreover granted, thz' while the Apostles remain-
ed with this infant cburch, tlizy would observe all the or-
dinances? Well then, hy what rule would this church neg-
lect any one of them, when {i:e Apostles were necessitated
te leave them? We know tiat at Antioch, Icow.'um, Der-
be, and Lystra, they had no elders till the apestles again
visited them, which was some considerable time after those
churches were gathered together, which time was absolute-
ly necessary to ascertain who among them possesced the
qualifications fitting them for the Ilder’s office. Would any
of these churches, in the /Apostles’ absence, neglect any
ordinance of the Lord which the Apostles had taught them
and of which they had set them the example? Would they
commemorate the resurrection of Jesus on the first day of
the week?! Would they assemble toge*aer? What weuld
they do? I rather ask, what would they not do that the
Apostles 'had commanded? Must it be granted that they
would pray and praise, and-exhort, and rebuke, and even
exclude, if need required! By what rule is it then, that
they would obey any ordinance of the Lord, and not observe
the Supper?

What was in the Supper, ia the view of the primitive
church, met together without elders, more than inany oth-
er divine institution?  They would certainly pray, or ob-
serve any other ordinance, in the dame name in which they
ate the Lord’s Supper; for as yet the anti-scriptural notiors
of the supper had not time to work.

To me it appears manifest that the first churches must
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have attended to the ordinances of the Lord before they
had Elders; for this was absolutely necessary to the obtain-
ing them. It wasundoubtedly by gping on together;in ob-
serving all things whatscever Christ had commanded them,
that he qualified persons proper, to be chosen for the Elder’s
office. By attention to all the divine institutions, those
members of the church who éxcelled in respectibility, wis-
dom, and gifts for teaching and ruling, would appear. Nor
could they be made manifest in any other way, but by the
mutual exercises of the gifts of the brethren for edification.

To suppose that the first churches neglected the ordi-
nance of the supper, or any other institution, till they had
Eiders,is evidently to put Elders before churches, and be-
fors the mutual exercise of the gifts of churches; and this
instend of being scriptural, is contrary to the nature of
things, and to every idea the Scriptures give us of a New
Testament church.

But let none urge, that this reasoning is calculated to
induce churches to neglect or despair the Elders ofiice. I am
waell persuaded, that the Apostles taught the infant church-
es the nature, duties, and end of the Elders ofiice, and led
them to look to the Lord fer gifts to be bestowed on those
whom he might choose for that office. But to teach a church
to neglect any ordinance because they have not Elders, is
the way to keep them from obtaining them; on the contrary,
to instruct them to observe all the Lord’s ordinances, and
thoroughly to exercise their gifts to edification, is the di-
rect way to obtain pastors after the Lord’s own heart, who
shall feed his people with knowledge and understanding.—
Jeremiah iii. 15.

That we have no express precept or example in Scrip-
ture on the subject of churches observing the Lord’s Sup-
per without elders, is indisputable; but we are certainly to
receive with submission the will of Ged, in whatever man-
ner he chooses to convey it to us; and if any rule of con-
duct is fairly deducible from seripture, though not convey-
ed to us in s0 many words, we ought to follow it. In many
instances we act on this prineiple, and withont admitting
it, we must be eften completely at a stand. The Scriptures
eo faras [ know, aresilent as to churches holding commun-
ion in prayers, as well as in breaking of bread without El-
ders; yet if they attend to none of these things what could
be the purpose of their association. The Scriptures’ are
also silent as to their exercising discipline, either in ad-
mission, watching over, or exclusion of members previous to
their having Elders; and yet without this their association
as christian societies, united together, and abiding in the
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truth, must be void. Any arguments which may be used
against churches observing the Lord’s Supper without EI-
ders, are equally conclusive against their observing any
ordinance at all; and are even hostile to the very existence
of charches, unless, as was said before, Scriptural order be
reversed, and Elders exist before churches, which is absurd.

Besides, to suppose that a church may attend to otheror-
dinancés without Elders, and not observe the Supper, is to
give a place to that ordinance ebove others; a place which
the Lord has by no means assigned it. Ifit mustbegrant-
ed, that the churches gathered by the Apostles were somae-
time without Elders; that Lhis was necessary in the very
naturs of things, till the Lord qualified some among them-
selves to take the oversight of them; that in their fellow-
ship in the gospel, they must have prayed together, read the
Secriptures, exhorted, rebuked, and even excluded il neces-
sary; that all these things were done by the gifts which the
Lord bestowed on them for edification, which gifts must ne-
cessarily have been exercised before they knew who among
them could occupy in the Elder’s office: and was there a
something in the Lord’s supper, whieh they could not do?
The question 1s of the utmost importance. Is thereany
thing to be done at the tabtle of the Lord, which any broth-
er, who can give thanks for a crucified Savior, and repeat
the words of the institution, eannot do!?

But to suppose, that none but an Elder can administer
the Supper, is not only giving a superior place to that or-
dinance, but attributing some sanctity and power to an El-
der which the scriptures do not warrast. it is perhapse
worthy of notice, that the phrase administering the Supper,
does not coincide with the languagze of Seripture on this
subject. There we read of the disciples “conlinuing in
breaking of bread”—t'‘coming togethcr to break bread”—
“‘coming together toeat”-*‘coming togelher into one place
to eat the Lord’s supper:” Act ii. 42, 1Cor. xi, 2033,
So soon as a church conceives that their pastors are given
to them the symbols of Christ’s broken body and shed blood
in other way, than eachindividnal member gives these sem-
bols to each other, they are certainly attachiog some im-
proper idea to the Elder’s office. Pastors arc undoubtedly
teachers, rulers, and guides, in virtue of their office and
qualifications for it; but their presiding at the Lord’s table,
is to be loclked upon in no other light, than their doingsoin
any ordinance, in which even they themselves may not ac-
tually engage, but only call forth, and direct the gifts of
the churches, as is done in the progress, and exhortations
of the brethren. '
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If churches scruple to receive the Lord’s Supper, except
when they have what is called an ordained minisier, 1t can-
not but be, that they entertain ideas repugnant to the
word of God, both with respect to the Supper and the El-
der’s office.” To those not carried away by a pre-conceived
notion of the superior sanctity of the Lord’s Supper, and
Elder’s office, it must be very evident, that these can be
ne geod reason for a church abstaining from the bfeaking
of bread without Elders, any more than in the case of any
other ordinance of the Lord.

Ballantines essays on the Elders Office.

Jacksowwville, Ill, May, 1835.

Brerier Bapeer:—From the Christian Palladium, edited
by you at Union Mills, Montgomery county N. Y d {ind
you have unsheathed the sword in war against Campbellisni.
May God speed your efforts in cutting down, and destroylng
every ism, not recognized in the scriptures. DBut would it
not be well to be guarded, lest while you root up the tares,
you root up the wheat also. Your thoughts on combattiog
popery well apply to the combat in which you are now en-
gaged, and it is hoped, will correct any aberration from
right. “Take the sword of the Spirit.”

Before 1 enter upon the sebjects in view, I wish to pre-
mise a few thoughts. In every sociely there are officious,
troublesome, selfconcoited, and zealous ignoramuses, who
are always clamorous on certain peculiarities, in which are
encircled their whole stock of knowledge and religion; and
if any should demur against any dogma within their circle,
they are denounced and proscribed as deluded errorists.—
Within their narrow circle forbearance, meekness, and
gentleness are not to be found. These are the troubles in
Jsrael; these are the men that disturb the peace of Zion,
and keep her children apart.

In every society there are men, who are considered as
oracles, as infallible as uis holiness at Rome. Whalever
guch men utter, right or wrong, is trumpeted abread'by sub-
alterns as the truth of God, and urged with Apostolic zeal
vpon the world. These men are perfect nuissances in so-
ciety, and are good for nothing. A

In every society there are good men, whose only fault is,
tbat they have more zeal than knowledge; and there are
others also, who have more knowledge than zeal. The re-
ligion of oneis likean ice-berg; that of the other likea blaze
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of straw; the one is near a kin to cold Philosophy; the oth-
er to Enthusiasm. Each of these is an extreme from truth,
and the advocates are equally hurtful to the true interests
of christianity.

I now come to the object of my address to you, Fromsev-
eral sources I have taken up the idea, that the Christians of
the east have believed, and do yet believe, that the Chris-
tians of the west have ahandoned their former ground of
profession,and have joined tiie Campbellites, or Reformers,
80 called. Under this impression when they wield the sword
against the Campbellites, they malke a thrust at us also, as
their common enemy. My dear brother, we have so fre-
quently contradicted this statement, that I am almost
ashamed to do it again. DBut this address is designed for
our brethren in the east. I do therefore request you to
to give the whole of it a place ia the Christian Palladium
for theirinformation. Any remark you may make shall at
your request have a place in the Christian Messenger. I
will state facts in definite language.

1. More than thirty years ago, we took the Bible as the
only rule of our faith and practice, all other creeds and
Confessions of faith asauthoritative being rejected. On this
ground we stood, & advanced to victoryinto the thick, & ap-
palling ranks of dpposers. On this ground we yet stand, more
firm and unshaken, as time and experience prove its excel-
lence. By this book welearn to correct our errors in doc-
trine and practice, and by it we grow in the knowledge of
God, and of Jesus Christ his only Son. The views we had
of this book then, we yet retain as true. I will once more
advert to them, beiieving them, still o be important.

1. Suppose God from Heaven should hand to me a poor
sinner, the Bible, and say, take this bools, read it, under-
stand it, and obey it, and you shall be saved; if not, you
shall be damned. e adds, 1 know yon cannot understand
it, you cannot believe it, you cannot obey it, until I give
the Holy Spirit to enlis’.!en, quicken, regenerate and save
you. In this case the $ible to the sinner would be useless;
the end put before the means. To be consistent, the sin-
nre would not act at ali, but wait for that nen-descript op-
eration, if it be ever given. This is all uncertainty,—
Thousands perish on this ground.

2. Suppose God from Heaven should hand me, a peor sin-
ner, the Bible, and should say, Take this book, read it, un-
derstand, believe, and obey it, and you shall be saved; if
not you shall be damned. He adds, Expect no other aid,
or help from me. By reading, understanding, believing,
and obeying what is contained in this book, you are to save
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yourselves. This weuld drive the poor sinner to activity;
but he could not, to be consistent, pray, he could not ex-
pect that God would give him any thing more than the Bi-
ble, he could expect no divine operation in him, or on him
he couldnot believe that God will notice him as he does the
sparrows, to protect, support, and defend him, or his fami-
ly, and friends. This is a gloomy religion, ard cuts off all
communication, and sweet intercourse with God. It-may
suit a philosopher, aud please his mind in his speculations;
but a living christian would lapguish and die under its
blighting influence. i
3. Suppose God should hand me from Heaven the Bible,

and should say, Here poor sinner, take this boox; read it,
understand, believe, and obey it, and you shall Le saved. It
is written in aplainstyle, and therefore can be understood;
1t affords you sufficient evidence to believe it, and presents
sufficient motives ic »ngage you to do it. Believe and
obey it, and I will gitv you the Holy Spirit. You will find
in this book many great and precious promises, and ycu are
authorized to ask, and you shall receive, I will give you
grace aud glory. Here every thing is just suited to the

por sinner’s case. This is the plan'I have accepted, and
stated to the world one third of a century past, and still 1
rest upon it as truth, and =o do my brethren, as far as I
know them. Some may be vascillating.

9. Fact: It isalso a fact, that about the same period, we
from conviction took the name Christian, which name was
given tothe Disciples bydivineanthority. I"or this name alone
we have ever contended, and yet cleave to it with warm af-
fection, to the utter exclusion of every other. Ifany pre-
fer to be called Campbellites, we do not. If any prefer tlie
name Reformers, we do not. If any cheose the name Dis-
eiples, we do not, Christian, and Christian alone, 18 our
name. Campbellites is a name of reproach, owned by none,
but I amsorry to say, that some call theniselves Reformers,
and Disciples, who yet prefer the name Christian. I will
pever be the member of any cliurch, which is not called the
Church of Christ, and who are not called Ghristians_.

8. Fact. With Alexander Campbell I am acquainted; I
believe him a great and good man; a christian. But I do
not attach infallibility to him, nor to any other.

«Toerr is human.” Such men L1ve, mogt commonly, done
injury to the world. They are to be watched with strict
attention, lest our ideas of their greatness,and gocdness,
should causs us withcut exzmination, to 