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PREFACE

The increased favor with which "Elam’'s Notes' has been received by students of the Bible has
encouraged the continuation of its publication. Though Brother Elam has passed to his reward, yet
the number using "Elam’'s Notes' has been greatly multiplied. The present editor wrote the lessons
some time before his passing. This is the tenth annual volume, and it is sent forth with many
improvements.

The treatment of every lesson issimple, and as thorough as space will alow. The arrangement
of the lessons and the presentation of them are more pedagogical than the preceding volumes.
Students and teachers will find "Lesson Analysis' with each lesson very helpful in the study and
preparation of the lesson. Teachers and young preachers will find the "Lesson Analysis' a good
topica outline for sermons and "talks." The questions are .grouped under a topical outline, so that
they may be easily studied and answered. None of the questions can't be answered with a"yes' or
"no;" the questions are thought provoking.

No minute critical exegesis of the Lesson Text has been given in this volume; no dogmatic
interpretations have been presented; but tile practical thought of the lesson has been kept in mind in
the preparation of every lesson. An earnest, prayerful effort has been made to give an exposition of
the divine thought in the lesson. Loyalty to God's word has been the constant prayer in the
presentation of these lessons, and it is hoped that they may be the means of strengthening the faith
of the saints and pointing the alien to the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world. It is
the earnest desire of the editor that all who study these lessons may be led into afuller knowledge
of the truth of God.

Thereisaneed for just such avolume as this one. The neglect of training children and young
peoplein the homes by parents has placed a greater burden upon Bible-school teachers. Something
must be done to supply the lack of Bible teaching in the homes. This need is being, met in some
measure by teachers in the Sunday schools. Teachers should feel their responsibility, and should
endeavor to make their work more efficient. Teachers can make better preparation for teaching. This
volume seeks to help them meet their great responsibilities. Teachers should encourage the students
to read carefully the "Daily Bible Readings' and all references. Practical applications should be
made, so that the student may get the greatest benefit from the study.

The editor is greatly indebted to those thoroughly conscientious and profound teachers of the
word of God, David Lipscomb and E. A. Elam, now resting from their labors while their work lives
after them. In copying from them and various authors and commentators, he has very often failed to
copy the exact words, he has often abridged or extended a comment that it might better fit the place
where iswas used.

— H. LEO BOLES, Editor.



BIBLE DICTIONARY OF PROPER NAMES
Arranged and Compiled by H. LEO BOLES

A

Aaron (bright or shining), Ex. 4:14. Brother of Moses and first high priest.

Ab, Abba (father), Gal. 4.6. Name given to God.

Abednego (servant of Nego), Dan. 1:7. One of Daniel's companions.

Abel (breath. vanity), Gen. 4:1. Second son of Adam.

Abiathar (father of abundance), 1 Sam. 23:9. High priest and fourth in descent from Eli.

Abigail (father isjoy), | Sam. 25:14. Wife of Nabal; became David's wife.

Abimelech (Meleeh isfather), Gen. 26:1. King of Gerar in the time of Isaac.

Abishai (my father is Jesse), | Sam. 26:6-9. The eldest of the three sons of Zeruiah, David's Sister,

and brother of Joab.

Abner (father islight), 1 Sam. 14:50. King Solomon's captain.

Abraham, Abram (father of a multitude, exalted father), Gen. 12:1. Founder of the Hebrews and
father of the faithful,

Absalom (father is peace), 2 Sam. 15:1. Third son of David.

Achaia (trouble), Acts 18:12. A Roman province which included Greece.

Achan (trouble), Josh, 7:19-26. Stole golden wedge, etc. Stoned by Joshua.

Adam (ruddy, one made or produced), Gen. 3:15. Name of the first man.

Adonijah (my Lord is Jehovah), 2 Sam. 3:4. Fourth son of David.

Agabus, Acts 11:27. A Christian prophet who came from Jerusalem.

Agag, 1 Sam. 15:8. Title of the king of Amalek.

Agrippa, Acts 12:20. One of the Herods.

Ahab (father's brother), 1 Kings 18:19. Son of Omri, seventh king of Isragl; very wicked,

Abimelech (brother of Mdlech), 1 Sam. 22:11. High priest of Nob; gave David the showbread to eat.

Ai (heap), Josh. 7:2. City lying east of Bethel, destroyed by Joshua

Alexander, Mark 15:21. Son of Simon, the Cyrenian.

Alexandria (from Alexander), Acts 18:24. Capital of Egypt.

Alpha (first letter of Greek alphabet), Rev. 1:8. It means the beginning.

Altar, Gen. 8:20. Place for worship and sacrifice.

Ambassador (messenger or agent), 2 Cor. 5:20. A person commissioned.

Amen (true), Isa. 65:16. Close of prayer. Amos (burden),

Amos 1:1. Minor prophet.

Amphipalis (acity surrounded by the sea), Acts 17:1. A city of Macedonia, through which Paul and
Silas passed on their way from Philippi to Thessalonica

Amram (an exalted people), Ex:6:18. Father of Moses.

Ananias (Jehovah hath been gracious), Acts 5:1. Husband of Sapphira, smitten dead.

Anathema (cursed), Gal. 1:9. A word used by Paul to show condemnation.

Anise (dill), Matt. 23:23. A small garden plant.

Anna (grace), Luke 2:36. A prophetess at Jerusalem.

Annas (humble), Acts 4:6. The son of Seth; was appointed high priest A.D. 7.

Antichrist (opposed to Christ), | John 2:18. Only John uses this word as applied to the enemies of
Christianity.

Antioch (from Antiochus), Acts 11:20. City in Syria, dso in Pisidia.

Apollonia (belonging to Apollo), Acts 17:1. A city in Macedonia.

Apostle (one sent forth), Matt. 10:2-4; 2 Cor. 8:23. The official name of the twelve disciples sent

out by Jesus.

Apphia (fruitful), Phile. 2. A Christian woman addressed jointly with Philemon.

Aquila (an eagle), Acts 18:2. A Jew whom Paul found at Corinth, husband of Priscilla.

Archelaus (prince of the people), Matt. 2:22. Son of Herod the Great.

Archippus (master of the horse), Col. 4:17. A Christian teacher in Colosse.



Areopagus (Mars Hill), Acts 17:22. The rocky heightsin Athens, opposite the western end of the
Acropoalis.

Arimathea (height), Matt. 37:57. A city of Judea.

Aristarchus (the best ruler), Acts 20:4. A companion of Paul on his third missionary journey.

Asa (physician, healer), 2 Chron. 14:8. Third king of Judea; reigned forty years.

Ashpenaz (horse-nose), Dan. 1:3. Master of eunuchs.

Asa( ), Acts19: 26. Continent, also Roman Province.

Athens (city of Athena), Acts 17:21. The capital of Attica, and the chief city of Grecian learning.

Augustus (venerable), Luke 2:1. The first Roman emperor.

Azotus (Ashdod, a stronghold), Acts 8:40. City nearly midway between Gaza and Joppa.

B

Baal (owner or lord), Num. 22:41, The male god of the Phenician and Canaanitish nations.

Babel (confusion), Gen. 10:10; 11:1-9. Tower built on the Plain of Shinar.

Babylon (from Babel), Jar. 24:5. The land of the Chaldeans.

Baiaam (from Baal), Num. 23:19. A prophet of Midian who tried to curse Isragl.

Barabbas (son of Abba), John 18:40. The robber who was released at the trial of Jesus.

Balak (making waste), Num. 22:24. King of Moabites.

Baptist, the (the baptizer), Matt. 3:1. The same as John the Baptist.

Barak (lightning), Judges 4:1-24. Defeats Siseras army.

Barbarian (any one not a Greek), Rom. 1:14. Applied to those who were not of the Greek nation.

Bar-Jesus (son of Jesus), Acts 13:6. A false prophet.

Barnabas (son of consolation or exhortation), Acts 4:36. An early disciple of Christ and traveling
companion of Paul.

Barsabbas (son of Sabas or rest), Acts 1:23. Voted on as an apostle to take Judas place.

Bath-sheba (daughter of the oath). 2 Sam. 11:3. Wife of Uriah; became David's wife.

Beelzebub (Lord of the House), Matt. 12:24. Title of heathen god.

Belial (worthlessness), 2 Cor. 6:15. An expression for lawlessness.

Belshazzar (may Bel protect the king), Dan. 5:2. The last king of Babylon.

Benjamin (son of the right hand), Gen. 35:16. The youngest son of Jacob.

Berea (well watered), Acts 17:10. A city of Macedonia.

Bernice (bringing victory), Acts 25:13. The eldest daughter of Herod Agrippal.

Bethany (house of dates), Mark 11:1. A village Situated near the Mount of Olives.

Bethel (the house of God), Gen. 12:8; 28:11-19. City about twelve miles north of Jerusalem.

Bethesda (house of mercy), John 5:2. Market place near Jerusalem.

Bethlehem (house of bread), 1 Sam. 17:12. City of David. birthplace of Christ.

Bethphage (house of figs), Luke 19:29. Place on the Mount of Olives, on the road between Jericho
and Jerusalem.

Bethsaida (house of fish), John 12:21. The home of Andrew, Peter, and Philip.

Bildad (Bel hath loved, or, son of contention), Job 2:11. The second of Job's three friends.

Bilhah (timid, bashful), Gen. 29:29. Concubine of Jacob, and mother of Dan and Naphtali.

Blasphemy (speak against), Matt. 12:32. Speaking evil against God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit.

Blastus (sprout), Acts 12:20. The chamberlain of Herod Agrippal.

Boanerges (sons of thunder), Mark 3:17. Name given to the two sons of Zebedee.

C

Caesar (Latin name), John 19:12. In the New Testament, always the Roman emperor.
Caiaphas (depression), Matt. 26:3. High priest of the Jews.

Cain (possession), Gen. 4:1. Oldest son of Adam; killed his brother Abel.

Caleb (capable), Num. 13:6. One of the faithful spies.



Cana (place of reeds), John 2:1. Place of Christ's first miracle.

Canaan (low, flat), Gen. 10:6. Fourth son of Ham; name applied to Palestine.

Candace (name of dynasty). Acts 8:27. Not the name of an individual, but of a dynasty of Ethiopian
gueens.

Capernaum (village of Nahum), Matt. 4:13. Village located on the western shore of Galilee.

Carpus (wrist). 2 Tim. 4:13. A Christian at Troas.

Cesarea (Kaisarela Caesar), Acts 8:40. City on coast of Palestine.

Cesarea Philippi (from Caesar and Philip), Matt. 16:13. City twenty miles north of the Sea of
Galilee.

Chemosh (subduer), Num. 21:29. A god of the Moabites.

Chinnereth (flute, harp), Josh. 19:35. Another name for the Sea of Galilee.

Chorazin, Matt. 11:21. One of the cities in which Jesus did many mighty works.

Christ (anointed), 1 Tim. 1:2. The same as Messiah.

Chuzas (the seer), Luke 8:3. The house steward of Herod Antipas.

Cilicia (theland of Cdliz), Acts 9:30. A province in the southeast of Asia Minor.

Circumcision (cut around), Lev. 12:3. A Jewish custom.

Claudius (lame), Acts 18:2. Fourth Roman emperor; reigned from A.D. 41 to 54.

Cleopas (from Cleopatra), John 19:25. One of the two disciples to whom Jesus talked on the way
to Emmaus.

Corban, Matt. 15:5. An offering to God.

Colossg, Cal. 1:2. A city of Phrygiain AsiaMinor.

Corinth, Acts 18:1-18. City of Greece, about forty miles west of Athens.

Cornelius (of ahorn), Acts 10:1. A Roman centurion of the Italian cohorts stationed in Cesarea.

Crescens (growing), 2 Tim. 4:10. An assstant of Paul, said to have been one of the seventy disciples
sent out by Christ.

Crispus (curled), Acts 18:8. Ruler of Jewish synagogues at Corinth.

Cummin, Matt. 23:23. Small plant with an aromatic flavor.

Cyprus, Acts 4:36. An island in the Mediterranean Sea, about a hundred and forty mileslong and
sixty mileswide.

Cyrcne, Acts 2:10. The principal city of that part of Northern Africa which was anciently called
Cyrenaica.

Cyrus (the son), 2 Chron. 36:22. The founder of the Persian Empire.

D

Damascus, Acts 9:11. One of the most ancient citiesin the world, located in Syria.

Daniel (God is my judge), Dan. 1:3. The fourth of "the greater prophets.”

Darius (lord), Dan. 6:1. The name of severa kings of Media and Persia.

David (well beloved), | Sam. 16:1. Y oungest son of Jesse; second king of Isragl.

Deborah (abee), Gen. 35:8; Judges 4:5. Name of Rebekah's nurse; also a prophetess.

Decapolis (ten cities), Matt. 4:25. A district east of the Jordan and south of the Sea of Galilee.

Delilah (languishing), Judges 16:4-18. Delivered Samson to the Philistines.

Demetrius (belonging to Demeter), Acts 19:24. A maker of silver shrines at Ephesus.

Demas (governor of the people), Coal. 4:14. Companion of Paul during his first imprisonment at
Rome.

Demoniac, Matt. 12:22. One possessing a demon.

Denarius (containing ten), Matt. 18:28. A Roman silver coin, worth about sixteen cents.

Derbe (juniper), Acts 14:20. City not far from Iconium.

Deuteronomy (the giving of the law the second time). Fifth book of the Bible.

Diana (Latin name), Acts 19:24. The Ephesian goddess.

Diotrephes (nourished by Jove), 3 John 9. Nothing known of him.

Dispersion (scattered), James 1:1. Applied to the Jews who lived out of Palestine.

Dorcas (gazelle), Acts 9:36. A disciple raised from the dead by Peter at Joppa.



Doubter. One without faith.
E

Easter (passover), Acts 12:4. Trandated "Passover” in the Revised Version.

Ehai (stone), Deut. 11:26-29. Mountain.

Eden (pleasure), Gen. 2:8-14. The first residence of man.

Edom (red), Gen, 32:3. Name given to Esau and his country.

Egypt (land of the Copts), Ex. 1:14. Place where Israel was held in bondage.

Egyptian (native of Egypt), Acts 21:38. An inhabitant of Egypt.

Elder (old man), Gen. 24:2. Name applied to rulers of the city and officers of the church.

Elijah (Jehovah is my God), | Kings 17:1. Prophet in the days of Ahab.

Elisabeth (God is an oath), Luke 1:36. Wife of Zacharias and mother of John the Baptist.

Elisha (God is my salvation), 1 Kings 19:16. Prophet who succeeded Elijah.

Elymas (awise man), Acts 13:6. A sorcerer who opposed Paul.

Endor (fountain of Dor), | Sam. 28:7. Home of the witch with whom Saul communed.

Enoch (dedicated), Gen. 4:17. Walked with God and was transl ated.

Epaphras (lovely), Cal. 1:7. A fellow laborer and prisoner with Paul.

Ephesus (permission), Acts 19:29. The capital of the Roman province of Asia

Ephraim (double fruitfulness), Gen. 41:50. Y ounger son of Joseph.

Epicureans (from Epicurus), Acts 17:18. Those who believed in getting the greatest pleasure out of
life.

Erastus (beloved), Acts 19:22. One of Paul's attendants at Ephesus.

Esau (hairy), Gen. 25:25. Twin brother of Jacob.

Esther (astar), Esth. 7:3. Jewishwife of King Ahasuerus.

Etam (lair of wild beasts), Judges 15:8. Place visited by Samson.

Ethiopia (burnt faces), Acts 8:27. The country south of Egypt.

Eunuch (bed keeper), Acts 8:34. A man deprived of his virility.

Euodias (fragrance), Phil. 4: 2. Christian woman at Philippi.

Euraquilo, Acts 27:14. Compounded from two words meaning east and north.

Eutychus (fortunate), Acts 20:9. A youth of Troas who went to sleep and fell out the window. Paul
restored himto life.

Eve (life), Gen. 2:21. Name given to the first woman.

Exodus (a going out). Name given to the second book of the Bible.

Exorcist (casting out), Matt. 12:27. One who pretended to cast out evil spirits.

Ezekiel (God is strong or God doth strengthen), Ezek. 1:3. The third of the major prophets.

Ezra (help), Neh. 12:1. Wrote the book which bears his name.

F

Felix (happy), Acts 24:26. A Roman officer who held Paul in prison.

Festus (festival), Acts 24:27. Roman officer who succeeded Felix.

First-born, Ex. 13:12. First male born into the family, who inherited the name and property of the
father.

First Fruits, Ex. 22:29. First ripe fruit given to Jehovah.

Frankincense, Ex. 30:34-36. A sacrificial fumigation.

G

Gabbatha (a platform), John 19:13. Place where the judgment seat of Pilate was.
Gabriel (man of God), Luke 1:19. The angel that appeared to Elisabeth and Mary.
Gadarenes (Gerasenes), Mark 5:1. Place where Jesus healed two demoniacs.

Gaius (Latin name), Acts 19:29. A Macedonian who accompanied Paul in his travels.



Galatia (land of the Gauls), Acts 18:23. The centra district of Asia Minor.

Gadlilean (an inhabitant of Gdlilee), Acts 2:7. The people of the northern part of Palestine or province
of Galilee.

Galilee (circuit), Luke 17:11. The northern country of Palestine.

Gallio (Latin name), Acts 18:12. The Roman proconsul of Achaia when Paul was at Corinth.

Gamadid (recompense of God), Acts 5:24. A noted teacher of the law in Jerusalem; Paul's teacher.

Gaza (the fortified), Acts 8:26. One of the cities of the Philistines.

Gennesaret (garden of the princes), Matt. 14:34. A name given to the fertile plains on the western
shore of the Lake of Galilee.

Gentile (nation), Acts 11:18. Any one who was not of the Jewish race.

Gergesenes (See Gadarenes).

Gethsemane (an oil press), Matt. 26:36. Garden near Jerusalem.

Gerizim (cutter), Deut. 11:26-29. Mountain in Ephraim.

Gibeah (ahill), Josh. 15:57. Located in Benjamin.

Gideon (he that cuts down), Judges 6:34. The fifth recorded judge.

Gilboa (a bubbling spring), 1 Sam. 28:4. Mountain where Saul was killed.

Golgotha .(skull), Matt. 27:33. The Hebrew name of the spot where Christ was crucified.

Goliath (an exile), 1 Sam. 17:4. The famous giant whom David killed.

Gomorrah (submersion), Gen. 14:2-8. The city which was destroyed with fire from heaven.

Gospel (good message), Rom. 1:16. Good tidings of joy.

Greece, Greeks, Grecians, Dan. 8:21; Isa. 66:19; Acts 20:2. Names of the country and people who
preceded the Roman Empire.

H

Hadad, Gen. 25:15. An early king of Edom.

Hades (hell), Matt. 16:18. Used in the revised version for "hell."

Hagar (flight), Gen. 16:1. An Egyptian handmaid of Sarah, concubine to Abraham and the mother
of Ishmad..

Ham (black), Gen. 14:5. The name of one of the three sons of Noah.

Hannah (grace), 1 Sam. 1:2. One of the wives of Eikanah, and mother of Samuel.

Hazadl (whom God sees), 2 Kings 8:7-15. A king of Damascus, anointed by Elisha.

Heber (alliance), Gen. 46:17. Grandson of Asher.

Hebrew (from Eber, beyond, or on the other side), Gen. 14:13. Posterity of Abraham.

Hebron (alliance). Josh. 15:54. City about twenty miles south of Jerusalem.

Hell (Gehenna), Matt. 5:22. Place of torment for the wicked.

Hellenist (Greelan), Acts 6:1. Term applied to Greek-speaking Jews, or Grecian Jews.

Herod (hero like), Luke 3:19. The Herod family were alien by race and Jewish in faith; Roman rulers
over Palestine.

Herodians (from Herod), Matt. 22:15. Party among the Jews who were supporters of the Herodian
family.

Herodias (from Herod), Matt. 14:8-11. Granddaughter of Herod the Great.

Hezekiah (Jehovah strengtheneth), 2 Kings 18:5. Thirteenth king of Judah and son of Ahaz.

Hierapolis (holy city), Col, 4:13. A city of Phrygia

Hiram, 2 Sam. 5:11. The king of Tyre, who sent workmen and material to help build the temple.

Hittites (descendants of Heth), Josh. 9:1. One of the Canaanitish tribes.

Hophni, 1 Sam. 2:12. One of the wicked sons of Eli.

Horeb (desert), Ex. 3:1. A mountain: (See Sinai.)

Hosanna (save, pray), Matt. 21:9. The cry of the multitude on Jesus' triumphal entrance into
Jerusalem.

Hosea (salvation), 2 Kings 15:30. One of the minor prophets.

Hoshea (salvation), Isa. 7:16. Same as Hosea or Joshua.

Hymeneus (belonging to Hymen, the god of marriage), 1 Tim. 1:20. He denied the true doctrine of



the resurrection.
I

Ichabod (inglorious), 1 Sam. 4:21. The son of Phineas and grandson of Eli.

Iconium, Acts 14:1. Paul visited this city with Barnabas on his first missionary tour. Located north
of Antioch, in Pisdia

[Hlyricum, Rom. 15:9. Digtrict lying aong the eastern coast of the Adriatic Sea.

Immanuel (God with us), Matt. 1:23. The name applied to Christ.

Inn (lodging place), Luke 2:7. Similar to our rooming houses or hotels.

Isaac (laughter), Gen. 35:27. The son of Sarah by Abraham.

Isaiah (Jehovah is salvation), Isa. 1:1. One of the major prophets of the Old Testament.

Ishmadl (may God hear), Gen. 16:15. Son of Abraham by Hagar, the Egyptian handmaid.

|sradl (persevere with God, prince of God), Gen. 32:28. Name given to Jacob and the nation which
came from the twelve tribes.

Issachar (there is areward), Gen. 30:18. The ninth son of Jacob; one of the twelve tribes.

Italy, Acts 18:2. A well-known country.

J

Jachin (he doth establish), 1 Kings 7:21. One of the two pillars which was set up in the porch of the
temple.

Jacob (supplanter), Gen. 25:26. Son of Isaac and Rebekah, twin brother of Esau.

Jambres, 2 Tim. 3:8. One of the Egyptian magicians who opposed M oses.

James (the Greek form of "Jacob"), Matt. 10:2. Son of Zebedee, brother of John, and one of the
twelve apostles.

Jannes, 2 Tim. 3:8. An Egyptian magician who joined Jambres in opposing Moses.

Jason, Acts 17:5. Entertained Paul and Silas; attacked by Jewish mab.

Jebusites (from Jebus), Num. 13:29. One of the Canaanitish tribesin Palestine.

Jehoiada (Jehovah knows), 2 Sam. 8:18. High priest at one time.

Jehoshaphat (Jehovah hath judged), | Kings 15:24. Fourth king of Judah, son of Asa.

Jehovah (I Am, the Eternal Living One), Lev. 24:15. One of the names given to God.

Jehu (Jehovah is he), 2 Kings 9:2. Founder of the fifth dynasty of the kings of Israel.

Jephunneh (it will be prepared), Num. 13:6. Father of Caleb, a good spy.

Jeremiah (whom Jehovah appoints), Jer. 1:1. One of the major prophets.

Jericho (place of fragrance), Josh. 13:16. First city destroyed by Joshua; its walls were thrown by
faith.

Jeroboam (whose people are many), 1 Kings 11:28. The first king of the divided kingdom of Isradl.

Jerusalem (the city of peace), 2 Chrom 25:23. The religious and political capital of the Israglites.

Jesse (wealthy), Ruth 4:18-22. The father of David, and son of Obed, and the son of Boaz, by the
Moabitess, Ruth.

Jesus (Jehovah is salvation), Matt. 1:21. One of the names given to Christ, the Messiah.

Jew (aman of Judah), Mark 7:3. A name applied to the members of the kingdom of Judah after the
separation of the ten tribes; later applied to all Israglites.

Jeab (Jehovah isfather), 2 Sam. 14:1-20. Nephew of David and captain of his hosts.

Job, Job 1:1. Probably one of the patriarchs.

Joel (Jehovah is God), 1 Sam. 8:2. One of the minor prophets.

Johanna (grace or gift of God), Luke 3:27. The name of awoman. John the Baptist (Jehovah's gift),
Matt. 3:1. A forerunner of Christ.

John (from Johanan), Luke 1:11. Name given to son of Zaeharias, later called "John the Baptist."

Jonah (dove), 2 Kings 14:25. The fifth of the minor prophets.

Joppa (beauty), Acts 11:5. A town on the southwest coast of Palestine.

Jordan (the descender), Josh. 2:7. The river which bounds the eastern border of Palestine.



Joseph (may he add), Gen. 37:2. The elder of the two sons of Jacob by Rachel.

Joshua (Jehovah is salvation), Ex. 17:9. Moses minister and successor as leader of the children of
Isragl.

Jot (the English form of the Greek iota, the smallest letter of the Greek aphabet), Matt. 5:18. It was
formed like an English comma. (,).

Jubilee (joyful shout), Lev. 25:11. Every fiftieth year was called the year of Jubilee.

Judah (praised). Gen. 37:26. The fourth son of Jacob by Leah.

Judas Iscariot (Judas of Kerioth), John 6:71. The name of the betrayer of Jesus.

Julius (fr. Greek), Acts 27:1. A Roman centurion.

Jupiter (afather that helps), Acts 14:12. The national god of the Hellenic race.

Justus (just), Acts 18:7. A Christian at Corinth with whom Paul lodged.

K

Kadesh, Kadesh-Barnea (holy), Num. 13:3. Place where Mariam died, and the farthest point reached
in the wandering in the wilderness.

Kidron, or Kedron (turbid), Luke 22:39. Name of brook or valley, southeast of Jerusalem.

Kish (abow), 1 Chron. 23:21. The father of Saul

Kohath (assembly), Ex. 6:16. One of the three sons of Levi.

L

Laban (white), Gen. 24:10. Father of Leah and Rachel; father-in-law of Jacob.

Laodicea (justice of the people), Cal. 4:16. A town in the Roman province of Asia.

Laodieeans, Col. 4:16; Rev. 3:14. The inhabitants of Laodicea.

Lazarus (whom God helps), John 11:1. Brother of Martha and Mary; lived at Bethany; raised from
the dead by Jesus.

Leah (wearied), Gen. 29:16. Daughter of Laban, first wife of Jacob.

Lebanon (white), Deut. 1:7. Mountain range north of Palestine.

Lehi (jawbone), Judges 15:9. A place in Judah.

Levi (joined), Gen. 29:34. Name of the third son of Jacob by Leah.

Levite (joined), Luke 10:32. One of the tribe of Levi. Leviticus. Third book of the Bible.

Libertines (from liberty), Acts 6:9. Applied to Jews who had been taken prisoners and then set free.

Lois (agreeable), 2 Tim. 1:5. The grandmother of Timothy.

Lord's Day (first day of the week), Rev. 1:10. Corresponds to our Sunday.

Lot (veil, or covering), Gen. 11:27. The son of Haran and nephew of Abraham.

Lucius, Acts 13:1. One of the teachers of Antioch.

Luke (light-giving), Acts 13:1; Col. 4:14. Traveled with Paul and wrote the book that bears his name.

Lyeaonia (landing of Lyeanon, or wolf land), Acts 14:11. A provincein Asia Minor.

Lydia (strife), Acts 16:14. First European convert at Philippi.

Lysias (ft. Greek), Acts 23:26. A Roman officer.

Lystra, Acts 16:1. One of the cities visited by Paul on his first and second missionary tours, home
of Timothy.

M

Macedonia (extended land), 2 Cor. 8:1. A province in Europe, north of Greece; Gospel first
preached there by Paul.

Magddene (inhabitant of Magadan), Matt. 27:56. Mary Magdalene, present at crucifixion of Christ.

Magi (wise men), Matt. 2:1-12. Those who visited the babe Jesus.

Malachi (my messenger), Author of the last book of the Old Testament.

Malchus (king, or kingdom), Matt. 26:51. The name of the servant of the high priest whose right ear
Peter cut off in the garden of Gethsemane.



Mammon (riches), Matt. 6-24. Word used to personify wealth.

Manaen (comforter), Acts 13:1. Foster brother of Herod and teacher and prophet in church at
Antioch.

Manasseh (forgetting), Gen. 4:51. The oldest son of Joseph.

Manna (What is this?), Ex. 16:14-36. Food given the children of Isragl in the wilderness.

Manoah (rest), Judges 13:2. Father of Samson.

Mark, Acts 12:12. One of the evangelists and writer of the book that bears his name.

Martha (alady), Luke 10:38. Sister of Lazarus and Mary.

Mary (atear). A common name in the New Testament; mother of Jesus.

Matthew (gift of Jehovah), Matt. 10:3. One of the twelve apostles and writer of the first book of the
New Testament.

Matthias (gift of God), Acts 1:26. The apostle elected to fill the place of the traitor, Judas.

Meéelchizedek (king of righteousness), Gen 14:18-20. King and priest of God; type of Christ as priest.

Mélita (premeditate), Acts 28:1. An isand in the Mediterranean Sea.

Mercury (herald of the gods), Acts 14:12. The god of commerce and bargains.

Meshach (guest of aking), Dan. 1:4. One of Danidl's friendsin captivity.

Mesopotamia (between the rivers), Deut. 23:4. Country between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.

Messiah (anointed), Matt. 20:20. A prophetic name applied to Jesus.

Methuselah (man of the dart), Gen. 5:25. The son of Enoch, and the oldest man recorded among the
patriarchs.

Midian (strife), Gen. 25:2. A son of Abraham by Keturah.

Miletus, Acts 20:15. City on the coast, thirty-six miles to the south of Ephesus.

Mint, Luke 11:42. An herb which the Jews used as their tithe.

Mite, Mark 12:41-44. A coin current in Palestine in the time of Jesus, worth about one-fifth of a
cent.

Mizpah (a watchtower), Josh. 18:26. A city in Benjamin.

Moab (of hisfather), Deut. 2:11. Son of Lot by his eldest daughter.

Molech (king), Jer. 49:1. The god of the Ammonites.

Moriah (chosen by Jehovah), Gen. 22:2. The mount where Abraham offered Isaac.

Moses (drawn), Ex. 2:5. The leader of God's people.

Myrrh, Ex. 30:23. One of the ingredients of the oil of holy ointment.

Mysia (land of beech trees), Acts 16:7. Region about the frontier of the provinces of Asia and
Bithynia.

N

Naaman (pleasantness), 2 Kings 5:18. Captain of the army of Syria; aleper, cleansed by Elisha.

Nabal (foal), I Sam. 25:3. First husband of Abigail, one of David's wives.

Naomi (my delight), Ruth 1:2. Wife of Elimelech and mother-in-law of Ruth.

Naphtali (wrestling), Gen. 30:8. The fifth son of Jacob; son of Bilhah, one of Rachel's handmaids.

Nathan (agiver), 2 Sam. 7:2. Name of the prophet who rebuked David.

Nathanidl (gift of God), John 1:47. An early disciple of Jesus; some think the same as Bartholomew.

Nazarene (from Nazareth), Matt. 2:23. A name sometimes given to Jesus.

Nazareth (the guarded one), Matt. 2:23. A village in Galilee and home of Jesus.

Nazirite (one separated), Num. 6:1-21. Person who takes a peculiar vow to be set apart from others
for the service of God. Sometimes spelled "Nazarite."

Negpalis (new city), Acts 16:11. First place Paul landed in Europe, about twelve miles from Philippi.

Nebo (prophet), Num. 32:3. Mountain on the east side of the Jordan.

Nebuchadnezzar (may Nebo protect the crown), Jer. 46:2-12. The most powerful of the Babylonian
kings.

Nehemiah (consolation of the Lord), Ez. 2:2. One of the leaders of the first exposition from Babylon
to Jerusalem.

New Testament (new covenant). Name given to the Holy Scriptures after the advent of Christ.



Nieodemus (conqueror of the people), John 3:1. A Pharisee, aruler of the Jews and teacher of Israel
who visited Jesus at night.

Nicolaitans (followers of Nicholas), Rev. 2:6. A sect whose deeds were severely condemned.

Niger (black), Acts 13:1. One of the teachers and prophets in the church at Antioch.

Nile (blue, dark), Gen. 15:8. The principal river of Egypt.

Nimrod (rebellion, or the valiant), Gen. 10:8. A grandson of Ham.

Nineveh (abode of Ninus), Gen 10:11. The capita of the ancient kingdom of Assyria.

Ninevites, Luke 11:30. The inhabitants of Nineveh. to whom Jonah preached

Numbers. The fourth book of the Old Testament.

Nymphas (bridegroom), Col. 4:15. A wealthy Christian in Laodicea.

@)
Old Testament. Name given to the Holy Scriptures before the advent of Christ.
Olives, Mount of, 2 Sam. 15:30; Acts 1:12. Mount near Jerusalem.
Omega, Rev. 1:8. Last letter of the Greek a phabet.
Onesimus (profitable, useful), Col. 4:9. The name of the servant of Philemon.
Ophir (abundance), 1 Chron. 29:4. A seaport from which Solomon obtained gold for the temple.

P

Padan-aram (tableland of Aram) Gen. 28:2. Name applied to country which bordered on the
Euphrates to distinguish it from the mountainous district.

Palestine (land of strangers), Ex. 15:14. One name for the land of Canaan.

Pdsy (contracted from paralysis). Matt. 12:10-13. A disease which caused the loss of the power of
motion.

Pamphylla (of every tribe), Acts 13:13. One of the provinces on the coast of Asia Minor.

Paphos (boiling or hot), Acts 13:6. City on Island of Cyprus. which Paul and Barnabas visited on
first missionary journey.

Parable (placed beside, a comparison), Matt. 24:32. A form of teaching by comparison.

Paradise (orchard of pleasure, pleasure ground), 2 Cor. 12:4. A term applied figuratively to the
celestial dwelling of the righteous.

Parthians (from Parthia), Acts 2:9. People who lived in Parthia.

Passover (commemorating the death angdl's passing over the houses of Isragl in Egypt), Ex. 12:1-51.
The first of the three great annual feasts of the Jews, held on the fourteenth day of the first
month.

Patmos, Rev. 1:9. Name of an island in the Aegean Sea, twenty miles south of Samos; place where
John was banished.

Patriarch (father of atribe), Acts 7:8. Name given to the head of afamily or tribe in Old Testament
times.

Paul (small little), Acts 23:6. Name given to the apostle to the Gentiles.

Peninnah (coral, or pearl), | Sam. 1:2. One of Elkanah's wives.

Pentateuch (five). 'Greek name given to the first five books of the Old Testament.

Pentecost (fiftieth), Acts 2:1. Feast which came fifty days after the Passover.

Perga (fr. Greek), Acts 13:13. A city in Pamphylia

Pergamos (height, elevation), Rev. 1:11. A city of Mysia, about three miles to the north of the River
Caicus.

Pergamnm, Rev. 1:11. Same as Pergamos.

Persia (pure, splendid), Ezek. 38:5. Name given to an ancient empire.

Peter (arock or stone), John 1:42. Name given to Simon, the brother of Andrew, one of the twelve
apostles.

Pharaoh, Ex. 1:8. Common title of the kings of Egypt.

Pharisees, Matt. 15:7. A religious sect among the Jews. They believed in aresurrection of the dead.

Philadelphia (brotherly love), Rev. 3:9. Town on the borders of Lydia and Phrygia



Philemon (loving), Col. 4:9. Name of Christian to whom Paul addressed his epistle in behalf of
Onesimus.

Philetus (beloved), 2 Tim. 2:17. Associated with Hymeneus.

Philip (lover of horses), John 1:44. One of the twelve apostles.

Philistines (immigrants), Jer. 47:4. One of the tribes that inhabited Caphtor, or Crete.

Phinehas (mouth of brass), | Sam. 1:3. Son of Eli.

Phebe (radiant), Rom. 16:1. The name of a Christian woman.

Phoenicia (land of palm trees), 2 Sam. 5:11. Country on east coast of Mediterranean Sea.

Phrygia (dry, barren), Acts 16:6. Name of a provincein Asia Minor.

Pilate (armed with a spear), Luke 13:1. Judge of Roman court who permitted Christ to be crucified.

Pisgah (peak), Num. 21:20. Highest point of Mount Nebo.

Pontus (the sea), Acts 2:9.

Province of AsiaMinor.

Pretorium (paace), Matt. 27:27. Place where court was held. Priest. Gen. 14:18. One who officiated
at the altar.

Priscilla (from Prisca, ancient), Acts 18:26. Wife of Aquila

Prophet (one who speaks for another), Ex. 15:20. God's mouthpiece to the people.

Proselyte (a stranger, a newcomer), Matt. 23:15. Name given by Jews to foreigners who accepted
the Jewish religion.

Proverbs (a comparison), Num. 21:27. Books supposed to have been compiled by Solomon.

Publican (Roman taxgatherer), Luke 3:13. Name of one who gathered taxes for the Roman
government.

Pyrrhus, Acts 20:4. The father of Sopater of Berea.

Q

Quartus (fourth), Rom. 16:23. A Christian of Corinth.
Quaternion, Acts 12:4. A guard of four soldiers.

R

Rabbi (master), Matt. 23:7. Title signifying "teacher."

Raca (fool), Matt. 5:22. A term of reproach.

Rachel (ewe, or sheep), Gen. 29:31. Y ounger daughter of Laban, and beloved wife of Jacob.
Rahab (fierceness, pride), Isa. 51:9. A name sometimes given to Egypt.

Rebekah (ensnarer), Gen. 22:23. Sister of Laban, wife of Isaac.

Red Sea (a seaweed resembling wool), Ex. 14:2. Body of water crossed by Isradlites.
Rehoboam (enlarger of the people), 1 Kings 14:21. Son of Solomon and first king of Judah.
Reign (to rule), 2 Tim. 2:12. To govern, to rule over.

Reuben (behold a son), Gen. 29:32. Jacob's eldest son.

Revelation. Last book of the New Testament.

Rhoda (rose), Acts 12:13. The name of a maid who announced Peter's arrival.

Rome, Rev. 17:9. The name of aworld empire.

Rue, Luke 11:42. A garden plant tithable in the time of the Savior.

Rufus (red), Mark 15:21. Name of an early Christian.

Ruth (afemale friend), Ruth 1:4. The Moabitess who became the wife of Boaz.

S

Sabaoth (armies), James 5:4. Name applied to the Lord.

Sabbath (a day of rest), Ex. 16:22. The seventh day of the week.
Sabbath Day's Journey, Acts 1:12. About three-fourths of amile.
Sabbatical Year, Ex. 23:10. Each seventh year.



Sadducees (followers of Zadok), Matt. 3:7. Religious sect opposed to the Pharisees.

Salamis (salt), Acts 13:5. City in the eastern part of the Island of Cyprus.

Samaria (watch mountain), 1 Kings 16:23 Name of a city thirty miles north of Jerusalem; also of
the country surrounding it.

Samaritan (watch mountain, Samaria), Luke 10:33. An inhabitant of Samaria

Samson (like the sun), Judges 15:20. One of the strongest men; one of the judges of Isragl.

Samuel (asked of God), 1 Sam. 3:1-18. The last judge of Isradl.

Sanhedrin (a council chamber), Matt. 26:57. The supreme court of the Jewish nation.

Sapphira (bright color, beautiful), Acts 5:1-11. Wife of Ananias.

Sarah (princess), Gen. 20:12. Wife of Abraham, mother of Isaac.

Saral (my princess), Gen. 11.:29. First name of Sarah.

Sardis (red), Rev. 1:11. A city of AsiaMinor, and capita of Lydia

Satan (adversary), Matt. 16:23. Name applied to the devil.

Saul (desired), 2 Sam. 1:23. Name of the first king of Israel; first name of the apostle Paul.

Sceva (implement), Acts 19:14. A Jew residing at Ephesus when Paul visited that city.

Scribes (to write), | Kings 4:3. Those who transcribed the law.

Scythian, Col. 3:11. Name applied to the people who lived north of the Black Sea.

Septuagint (the seventy). The Greek Version of the Old Testament.

Sergius Paulus, Acts 13:7. Name of the proconsul of Cyprus.

Sheba (an oath), 2 Sam. 20:1-22. Name of queen who visited Solomon.

Shechem (back or shoulders), Jno. 4:5. A city of Samaria.

Shem (name), Gen. 5:32. The eldest son of Noah.

Shiloh (place of rest), Judges 21:19. A city of Ephraim.

Shittim (the acacias), Num. 25:1. Name of country opposite Jericho; also species of wood.

Silas (woody), Acts 15:22. Traveling companion of Paul; same as Silvanus.

Siloam (sent), John 9:7. Name of pool in the days of Jesus.

Simeon (heard), Gen. 29:32. Second son of Jacob; common name among the Jews.

Simon (hearing), Luke 4:38. Another name for Peter.

Sinai (thorny), Ex. 19:1. Mountain where the law was given.

Smyrna (myrrh), Rev. 2:8-11. A city of Asia Minor, situated on Aegean Sea, forty miles north of
Ephesus.

Sodom (burning), Mark 6:11. Ancient city of Syria, destroyed by fire.

Solomon (peaceful), 2 Sam. 12:24. David's son who succeeded him to the throne.

Sopater (savior of his father), Acts 20:4. One of the companions of Paul.

Stephen (crown), Acts 6:5. Name of one of the seven chosen at Jerusalem; the first Christian martyr.

Susanna (alily). One of the women who ministered to Jesus.

Sycamore (mulberry), Amos 7:14. A fruit tree in Palestine.

Symeon (Simon), Acts 13:1. A teacher and prophet in the church at Antioch.

Synagogue (congregation), Matt. 13:54. Place where the Jews met for worship.

Syntyche (with fate), Phil. 4:2. Female member of the church at Philippi.

Syria, Judg. 10:6. Name of country.

Syrophenician, Mark 7:26. A mixed race of people.

T

Tabernacle (tent), Ex. 25:9. Constructed by Moses as a place of worship.

Tabitha (gazelle), Matt. 9:25; Mark 5:41. Also called "Dorcas."

Tares (darnel), Matt. 13:25. A weed similar to wheat in its early stages.

Tarsus, Acts 9:11. Chief town of Cilicia, home of Paul.

Taverns, the Three (inn), Acts 28:15. On the Appian road, where Paul lodged for atime.
Temple, 1 Kings 7:15-22. House built by Solomon for worship.

Ten Commandments, Ex. 34:28. The name given to the Decalogue.

Tertullus (fr. Greek), Acts 24:1. A Roman orator.



Tetrarch, Matt. 14:1. Name given to the governor of the fourth part of the country.

Theophilus (friend of God), Luke 1:3; Acts 1:1. Person to whom Luke wrote his Gospel and Acts
of Apostles.

Thessalonica, Acts 17:2. Town in Macedonia where Paul established a church; wrote two letters
to the church.

Thomas (twin), Matt. 13:55. One of the apostles.

Thyatira, Rev. 2:20. A city on the borders of Mysia.

Tiberias, John 6:1. Another name given to the Sea of Gdlilee.

Timnah (portion), Judges 14:1. Concubine of Samson.

Timothy (worshiping God), Acts 16:1. Paul's companion. Paul wrote two letters to him.

Titus (honorable). Gal. 2:1. An early Christian to whom Paul wrote one |etter.

Transfiguration, Matt. 17:1-13. The event in the earthly life of Christ which marked his glorified
state.

Troas, Acts 16:8. A seaport of Asia Minor.

Trogyllium, Acts 20:15. A town in Asia Minor.

Trophimus (nutritious), Acts 21:27. Accompanied Paul to Jerusalem.

Tychicus (fateful), Acts 20:4. Companion of Paul on some of his journeys.

Tyrannus (sovereign), Acts 19:9. Paul taught in the school of Tyrannus.

Tyre (arock), Matt. 15:21. City on the east coast of the Mediterranean.

U

Ur (light, or the moon city), Gen. 11:28. The land of Abraham's nativity.
Uriah (light of Jehovah), 2 Sam. 23:39. One of David's brave men.
Uzzah (strength), 2 Sam. 6:6. Priest who touched the ark and died.

Vv

Version. A trandation.

Vision, Luke 2:25, 26. A revelation.

Vows, Gen. 28:18-22. A solemn promise made to God to perform or to abstain from performing a
certain thing.

Vulgate, The. The Latin version of the Bible.

W

Watches of Night, 1 Sam. 11:11. The Jews divided the night into military watches instead of hours.
Wave Offering, Ex. 29:34. An offering which accompanied the peace offerings.
Way, Acts 19:9. A term used for the Gospel or Plan of Salvation.

Y

Year, Gen. 1:14. The highest division of time.
Y oke (subjection), 1 Kings 12:4, An implement for working oxen; sign of authority.

Z
Zaechaeus (pure), Luke 19:5. A tax collector, publican who lived near Jericho.
Zaehariah (remembered by Jehovah), 2 Kings 10:30. Fourteenth king of Israel.
Zacharias (Greek form of "Zachariah"), Luke 1:5. Father of John the Baptist.
Zadok (just), | Chron. 24:3. Name of priest in time of David.
Zebah and Zaimunna (deprived of protection), Judges 8:5-21. Two kings of Midian.
Zebedee (my gift), Matt. 4:21. Father of James and John.
Zebulun (a habitation), Gen. 30:20. The tenth of the sons of Jacob.



Zechariah, Ex. 5:1, 6. The eleventh in order of the twelve minor prophets.

Zenas, Tit. 3:13. A believer who is described as "the lawyer."

Zephaniah (hidden by Jehovah), Zeph. 1:1. The ninth in order of the twelve minor prophets.

Zerubbabel (born at Babel, Babylon), Ez. 6:18. The head of the tribe of Judah at the time of the
return from the Babylonian captivity.

Zeruiah (Basam), | Sam. 26:6. Mother of Joab, sister of David.

Zidon, or Sidon, Gen. 10:15; Luke 6:17. An ancient city of Pheniciaon the eastern coast of the
Mediterranean.

Zorah (hornet), Josh. 19:41. A town in tribe of Dan.

Zuph (honeycomb), | Sam. 9:5. A country in tribe of Benjamin.



FIRST QUARTER JANUARY 4, 1931

FIRST QUARTER
JESUSTHE WORLD'S SAVIOR
STUDIESIN LUKE
(FIRST HALF OF A SIX-MONTHS COURSE)

AlM:

A study of the life, teachings, and saving ministry of Jesus as recorded in the Gospel of Luke,
in order to inspire and guide the pupil to accept him as Savior and Lord; to enter into increasing
fellowship with him; to bear effective witness to his saving and transforming power; to follow his
example and manifest his spirit in his life and service.

Lesson |—January 4, 1931
THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
Luke 1:8-17, 80.

8 Now it came to pass, while he executed the priest's office before God in the order of his
Course,

9 According to the custom of the priest's office, hislot was to enter into the temple of the Lord
and burn incense.

10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the hour of incense.

11 And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of
incense.

12 And Zacharias was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him.

13 But the angdl said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: because thy supplication is Heard, and thy
wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.

14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rgoice at his birth.

15 For he shah be great in the sight of the Lord, and he shall drink no wine nor strong drink; and
he shall be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb.

16 And many of the children of Israel shall he turn unto the Lord their God.

17 And he shah go before his face in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the
fathersto the children, and the disobedient to walk in the wisdom of the just; to make ready for the
Lord a people prepared for him.

80 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the 'deserts till the day of his
showing unto Isragl.

GOLDEN TEXT.—"Thou shdt go before the face of the Lord to make ready hisways." (Luke
1:76.)
TIME.—B.C. 4, six months before Jesus.

PLACE.—Jerusalem.
PERSONS.—The angel Gabriel, Zacharias, Elisabeth, John, and the people.
DEVOTIONAL READING.—Luke 1:68-79.
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LESSON | ELAM'SNOTES
DAILY BIBLE READINGS.—

December 29. M. Jehovah's Messenger. (Mal. 3:1-6.)
December 30. T. The Parentage of John the Baptist. (Luke 1:8-22.)
December 31. W. The Birth of John the Baptist. (Luke 1:57-66.)
January 1. T. John's Testimony concerning Himself. (Matt. 3:1-12.)
January 2. Fk Jesus Testimony Concerning John. (Matt. 11:7-14.)
January 3. S John's Testimony Concerning Jesus.(John 1:29-34.)
January 4. S The Benedictus.(Luke 1:67-79.)

LESSON ANALYSIS—
Introductory Thoughts.
|. Zachariasin HisPriestly Service. (Verses 8-10.)
1. The Angd Gabriel VisitsHim. (Verse 11.)
[11. Zacharias and Elisabeth Promised a Son. (Verses 12-14.)
V. John's Mission. (Verses 15-17.)
V. John"Waxed Strong in Spirit." (Verso 80.)
Practical Suggestions.

INTRODUCTORY THOUGHTS

For six months the lessons for this year will be taken from the book of Luke. It is generally
supposed that L uke wrote two books of the New Testament—the Gospel according to Luke and the
Acts of the Apostles. Many think that he wrote his Gospel under Paul's influence at Cesarea, and
Acts of the Apostles at Rome under the same influence. He was not an apostle, and not, therefore,
an eyewitness of what he wrote concerning Jesus. He learned the facts and incidents of the life of
Jesus from others, and was guided by the Holy Spirit in writing. He was a scholar, and "traced the
course of al things accurately from the first," seeking information and facts until he knew "the
certainty concerning the things' whereof he wrote. (Luke 1: 1-4.) "Luke" is an abbreviated form of
"Lucanus." His name occurs three times in the New Testament. (Col. 4:14; 2 Tim. 4:11; Phile. 24.)
He was probably a Gentile who was converted to Christianity by Paul. Paul speaks of him as "the
beloved physician." (Col. 4: 14.) Very little is known of his early life. He did not mention his own
name in hiswriting the book of Luke. Scholars have characterized the Gospel of Luke as (1) unusual
in literary beauty; (2) as full of human interest; (3) as being universal in scope.

EXPOSITORY NOTES
|. Zachariasin His Priestly Service, (Verses 8-10)

The tribe of Levi was selected as the priestly tribe. This tribe was divided into three
families—K ohathites, Gershonites, and Merarites. Aaron and Moses were of the family of Kohath,
and Aaron and his sons were the first priests under the law. The Kohathites ‘were selected as the
priestly family. These officiated at the altar and burned incense in the worship. They multiplied, like
the other tribes, until there were many more than were necessary to attend to the worship in the
tabernacle and temple. During the days of David the priests
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were divided into twenty-four courses. "The course of Abijah" was the eighth course. (1 Chron.
24:10.) Zacharias was of the course of Abijah, and his wife, Elisabeth, was "of the daughters of
Aaron"that is, she was of the tribe of Levi and of the same family (Kohath) to which Zacharias
belonged. The priests served in the temple according to his course. Twice each year Zacharias went
to Jerusalem to perform his sacred tasks as priest. Not every priest could enter the holy place and
burn incense. It was agreat privilege and a high honor for apriest to be selected to go into the temple
and perform this sacred task. Zacharias was selected to perform this duty. It was "hislot" "to enter
into the temple of the Lord and burn incense." The golden atar was placed just before the vell in the
very presence of God, and the incense was burned upon this altar. This was the supreme hour of
Zacharias life.

While the priest burned incense on the golden altar in the temple, "the whole multitude of the
people were praying without at the hour of incense.” This"hour of incense" was also called "the hour
of' prayer," which was "the ninth hour.” (Acts 3:1.) "The ninth hour"
of the day would correspond to three o'clock in the afternoon with us. As the cloud of perfume from
the burning incense began to rise, the prayers of the people began to ascend to the throne of God.
I ncense was burned twice a day—morning and evening. God had promised that where he recorded
his name he would meet with them and bless them. He placed his name in the temple; it was called
by his name. As the people were to pray when incense was burned, and this was done twice a day,
the people were taught to pray twice a day.

II. The Angel Gabriel VisitsHim (Verse 11)

As the incense began to burn on the golden atar and while the faithful Zacharias stood
reverently in the presence of Jehovah, an angd appeared unto him and assured him that his
supplications had been heard. Zacharias stood in front of the atar, and "there appeared unto him an
angd of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense.”" Four hundred years had el apsed
since Maachi, the last of the Old Testament prophets, had spoken. The earthly kingdom of Israel had
been destroyed; the people were greetly disturbed; the spiritual kingdom was now approaching near,
and an angdl was sent to foretell the birth of him who was to prepare the way of its King. It isto be
observed that the angel came to Zacharias while he was busy in the service of Jehovah; the great
blessing came to him while engaged in working. , It is ever thus. God has never called any one to
perform atask for him, neither has he bestowed any specia blessing upon any one, while that one
was in idleness. Our richest blessings come while we are engaged in spiritua service to the Lord;
S0 it was with Zacharias.

[11. Zacharias and Elisabeth Promised a Son (Verses 12-14)
Teachers of sociology tell usthat every child is entitled to be well born. This was true of John
the Baptist. Zacharias and Elisabeth, his parents, "were both righteous before God, walking in all the

commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless." (Luke 1:6.) They were childless and had
been praying for a child, So when the
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angd vigted Zacharias, great "fear fell upon him." "But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias:
because thy supplication is heard, and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his
name John." Zacharias had not only been praying for a son, but he had been praying for a son who
would bless and save the people of Isragl. Zacharias, as priest, was the people's mouthpiece to
Jehovah. He represented Isragl to God; hence he was praying for his people. In praying for the
people, he was pleading for the coming of the Messiah which had been promised through the
prophets to them. There must have been in his prayer the deep yearning for this Messiah to come and
revive the hope of salvation through him.

The angel spoke to him with great assurance and definiteness. Three things were definitely
stated by the angel namely, (1) "thy supplication is heard," (2) "thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a
son,”" and (3) "thou shdt call his name John." The angel further said that the birth of this child should
bring joy and gladnessto his parents and to many people. His parents should rejoice at his birth, but
their joy would not end at his birth; they should rgjoice in the work and mission which he would
accomplish. He was not to be discouraged; his faith should grow stronger in the promises and
prophecies through the men of God of old. Zacharias furnished us a good example. We should serve
on, pray on, wait on, hope on, and God will assuredly bless us in the way which in hiswisdom is
best, as he did Zacharias.

V. John'sMission (Verses 15-17)

The announcement of the angd to Zacharias so astounded him that he could not give full credit
at once to the message. He asked for a sign by which he might be assured that the blessed promise
would be fulfilled. The angel replied that the sign would be that he should remain speechless until
it was fulfilled. This rebuked the unbelief of the aged priest, and at the same time strengthened his
faith. The sign suggested supernatural power, and the faith of Zacharias and also Elisabeth was
strengthened by the very silence of the priest in their home for nine months.

The angel stated the mission to John. It may be summed up in these words: (1) To turn many
of the children of Isragl to the Lord their God; (2) he was to go before the face of the Lord "in the
spirit and power of Elijah;" (3) he was "to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the
disobedient to walk in the wisdom of the just;” and (4) "to make ready for the Lord a people prepared
for him." John fulfilled this mission. He was not Elijah in person, as he explains himself (John 1:21),
but came "in the spirit and power of Elijah;" so he was the "Elijah to come." (Matt. 17:10-17.) In his
zeal and manner of life and bold reproof of sinin the rulers of earth he resembled Elijah. Elijah, a
prophet, reproved Ahab and Jezebd frequently (1 Kings 18:17-46), and John reproved Herod
Antipas and Herodias (Matt. 14:1-5). John's work and character were foretold by the prophets. (Isa.
40:3-5; Mal. 3:1; 4:4-6.)

God had selected the seed of Abraham through Isaac to be the chosen people through whom

Christ should come. He had given the law of Moses to guide them and prepare them for the advent
of the Messiah. Paul declares "that the law is become our tutor to bring us unto
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Chrigt" (Gd. 3:24); hence the law, when faithfully kept, would bring them to Christ. Every sacrifice
under the law pointed to Chrigt as the great sacrifice for the sins of the world; every priest under the
law typified Chrigt as our great High Priest; every prophet under the law typified Christ as the great
Prophet; every king typified Christ as the great King. The worship under the law pointed the
worshiper to Christ; hence the law wasto bring them to Christ. John was "to make ready for the Lord
a people prepared for him." John made "ready" the people by calling upon them to repent of their
ans. (Matt. 3:2.) His further work in making them ready was to baptize them. Every one receiving
his baptism pledged, by virtue of submitting to it himself, to receive Christ when he came. (Matt.
3:5; Mark 1:2; Luke 3:7, 8; John 3:23; Acts 13:23; 19:1-7.)

John did no miracles. He was never baptized himself. He made many disciples and instructed
them in fasting (Matt. 9:14; Luke 5: 33) and in prayer (Luke 11:1). John's mission maybe briefly
stated as being atwofold work: (1) He was to prepare the way of the Lord, or make ready a people
prepared for the Lord, and (2) to bear testimony of Christ, or point him out to the people. (John 1:29-
34.) At one time the Jews sent to John to know if he was the Christ, or should they look for another.
John frankly told them that he was not the Messiah, but pointed him out to the people, Again he
pointed Jesus out to his own disciples by saying to them when Jesus was coming unto him: "Behold,
the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29.) At another time, when his
disciples were trying to stir up rivalry between Jesus and John, John rebuked them and said: "Ye
yourselves bear me witness, that | said, | am not the Christ, but, that | am sent before him." (John
3:28.)

V. John " Waxed Strong in Spirit" (Verse 80)

The record of-John's growth and development is given in this language: "And the child grew,
and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his showing unto Isragl.” His parents
must have taken great care in training him. John, like Isaac, Abraham's son, was born of parentsin
their old age. They were past the age of reproduction; hence he was miraculously born. He was kept
in the humility and privacy of the home life until he was about thirty years old. John grew to
manhood and "waxed strong in spirit." His name means one "sent of God." He was also called the
"messenger,” "harbinger,” "Elijah," "John the Baptist,” and "the voice of one in the wilderness."
Thesetitlesdl show that he was a great man and did a great work. He not only grew in stature, but
also in favor with God, and Jehovah used him to herald the coming of the Messiah and to point him
out as "the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world."

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS
1. God in hisown infinite wisdom brings to pass his every promise. Our hearts may grow weary
in waiting and our hope may give place to despair. Our God will bring it to pass if we will trust in
him.
2. Zacharias and Elisabeth must have maintained pious, quiet livesin their home, else Jehovah

would not have chosen such ahome for the upbringing of so great a character as John. Homes filled
with worldliness cannot produce humble, prayerful men and women of God.
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3. John had agreat misson tofill. It required courage and faithfulness. All have work to do and
missionsto fill. These can be done only by courageous and consecrated lives.

4. John emerged from the quietness of the home life into the public proclamation of his
message, with his principles fixed by long meditation and prayer. Great men today must have fixed
principles and time for deep meditation. Our fast age defeats these principles of greatness.

QUESTIONS ON THE LESSON

Give the subject.

Repesat the Golden Text.
Givethetime.

Locate the place.

Name the persons.
Givethe Lesson Anaysis.

Introductory Thoughts
What books of the New Testament did Luke write?
With whom was he associated?
How do we know that he was not an apostle?
How many times is his name mentioned in the New
Testament?
Name three characteristics of the Gospel of Luke.

Zachariasin His Priestly Service
Who was Zacharias?
What were the duties of a priest?
Into how many classes were the priests divided?
To which course did Zacharias belong?
What particular service was he called upon to do?
Where was incense burned?
What were the people doing without?

The Angel Gabrid VisitsHim
Who visited Zacharias?
Where did the angd stand?
How did his presence affect Zacharias?
When do our richest blessings come?

What was the purpose of the visit of the angel?

Zacharias and Elisabeth Promised a Son
What shows us that John was well born?
For what had Zaeharias prayed?

Whom did he represent?

What three things did the angel tell him?
In what should we be encouraged?

John'sMission
Why was Zacharias smitten with dumbness?
Name the four things which John should do.
How did he point out Christ?
What was his twofold mission?

John " Waxed Strong in Spirit"
How did John develop?
Where was he kept?
How old was he when he began his public work?
Give some of his names and titles.

Practical Suggestions
Why should we not despair?
What kind of homes are necessary for rich spiritual
natures?
What does it require in order to fill one's mission?
Why are quietness and meditation essentia in a
strong character?

Also of John a-calling and a-crying
Rang in Betharar till strength was spent,
Cared not for counsel, stayed not for replying,
John had one message for the world: Repent.

John, than which man a sadder or a greater
Not till this day has been of woman born,
John like some iron peak by the Creator
Fired with ared glow of the rushing morn.

This when the sun shall rise and overcometh
Stands in his shining desolate and bare,

Y et not the |ess the inexorable summit
Flamed him his signal to the happier air.

—F. W. H. Myers,
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Lesson Il—January 11, 1931
THE CHILDHOOD OF JESUS
Luke 2:40-52.

40 And the child grew, and waxed strong, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon
him.

41 And his parents went every year to Jerusalem at the feast of the passover.

42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up after the custom of the feast;

43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus tarried behind
in Jerusalem; and his parents knew it not:

44 But supposing him to bein the company, they went a day's journey; and they sought for him
among their kinsfolk and acquaintance:

45 And when they found him not, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking for him.

46 And it cameto pass, after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the
teachers, both hearing them, and asking them questions:

47 And all that heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers.

48 And when they saw him, they were astonished; and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast
thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and | sought thee sorrowing.

49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? knew ye not that | must be in my
Father's house?

50 And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them.

51 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth; and he was subject unto them: and his
mother kept all these sayingsin her heart.

52 And Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.

GOLDEN TEXT.—"Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men."
(Luke 2:52.)

TIME.—Birth of Jesus, B.C. 4; visited the temple, A.D. 8.

PLACES.—Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and Nazareth.

PERSONS.—Joseph, Mary, the boy Jesus, and the teachers, or "doctors of the law."

DEVOTIONAL READING.—Isa. 11:1-9.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS.—

January 5. M. The Birth of Jesus. (Luke 2:1-7.)
January 6. T. The Visit of the Shepherds. (Luke 2:8-20)
January 7. W. The Presentation at Jerusalem. (Luke 2:22-32.)
January 8. T. The Visit of the Wise Men. (Matt. 2:1-12.)
January 9. F. The Sojourn in Egypt. (Matt. 2:1,%23.)
January 10. S. The Boy Jesus. (Luke 2:40-52.)
January 11. S. The Beneficent Rule of Christ.(Isa. 11:1-9.)

LESSON ANALY SIS—
Introductory Thoughts.

I.  TheBirth of Jesus. (Verse 40.)

[1. The Parents and Jesus Attend the Passover. (Verses 41-43.)

[11. Jesus Remained in the Temple. (Verses 44~46.)

V. "l Must Bein My Father's House." (Verses 47-51.)

V. Jesus Advanced in Favor with God and Men. (Verse 52.)
Practical Suggestions.
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LESSON 11 ELAM'S NOTES
INTRODUCTORY THOUGHTS

Counting time from the birth of Jesus did not begin until several hundred years after his death.
It is now conceded by all that an error of four or five years was made in fixing the date of the birth
of Jesus. He was born four or five years before the date fixed for his birth by a chronologist who
lived five or six hundred years after the time when Christ was on the earth; in other words, A.D. |
ought to have been placed four or five years earlier than it is placed. The error made by the
chronologist placed the birth of Jesus in the year 754 after the old Roman era, whereas it ought to
have been placed about 749. It is known that Herod, the king, died one year after this, and it isaso
known that Jesus was born before Herod died. There is no evidence that Jesus was born on
December 25. Dyonisius Exigius in the sixth century made this error in fixing the date of the birth
of Jesus.

From the birth of Jesus to the visit of Joseph and Mary to the temple was an interval of twelve
years. Thisisthe only incident on record of the boyhood of Jesus. He had been protected from the
jealousy of King Herod by aflight into Egypt, and from thence he was taken to his mother's home
among the hills of Nazareth, where, in communion with God and nature, he spent the years of youth.
Many changes took place during the boyhood of Jesusin the great world without. The aged Augustus
gtill held the scepter of Rome, but Herod had ended his wicked reign, and his dominioins had been
divided among hisfour sons. Herod Antipas ruled over Galilee and Perea, but Archelaus, his brother,
had been dethroned by the decree of the Roman emperor. Jerusalem belonged at this time to a
Roman province under the procurator, Coponius, and the scepter had departed from Judah. At the
age of twelve years Jesus accompanied his mother and Joseph on their annual visit to the temple at
Jerusalem.

EXPOSITORY NOTES
|. The Birth of Jesus (Verse 40)

"And the child grew, and waxed strong, filled with wisdom." Jesus was first a babe born in
Bethlehem of Judea. He grew, as dl children do, by observing the natural laws of growth. He gained
wisdom by application and the use of proper means. "The grace of God was upon him,”'—that is,
God's favor was about him to protect him, as from Herod and other dangers, and to furnish him with
such means of physical and mental development as were necessary. Jesus had to grow in every way
that children grow today. He was made an infant; hence he has sanctified the state of infancy; and
being a child himself, he has sanctified the state of childhood; having become a man, he has
sanctified manhood. He passed through the healthy development of childhood, and was a model
child. Very littleis said about the childhood period of hislife. God did not deem it best to reveal unto
usmuch of his childhood life, but there is sufficient teaching in the New Testament both to parents
and children, that they may please God.

It has been said that the boyhood of Jesus is like a walled garden from which we have been

given only one flower, but that this one is so fragrant as to fill our hearts with alonging to enter
within the secret inclosure. We have but a single incident of his boyhood days. It is
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recorded for usonly by Luke—avisit to Jerusalem made by Jesus when he was twelve years old. At
the age of twelve years a young Jew became a "son of the law" and began to observe its
requirements. One of these requirements was the pilgrimage to the Holy City to observe the sacred
feasts.

II. The Parents and Jesus Attend the Passover (Verses41-43)

The law of Moses required that the adult males of the Jewish nation should appear before
Jehovah at the place of the atar three times every year at the three great feasts—namely, the
Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles. The males were required to attend, and the females were
permitted. It was a voluntary service on the part of Mary to attend, and her attendance evinces the
piety of her character and her great regard for and delight in the observance of God's ordinances.
"Threetimesin ayear shall al thy males appear before Jehovah thy God in the place which he shall
choose: in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles.”
(Deut. 16:16.) The Passover occurred in the spring. At the age of twelve boys began to celebrate the
Passover and were required to keep the law. Jesus, always obedient, attended this feast with Joseph
and Mary.

The Passover feast came on the fourteenth day of the first month; the feast of unleavened bread,
which followed the Passover, began on the fifteenth day of the first month and continued through
seven days. (Num. 28:16, 17.) Jesus tarried behind after the days had been fulfilled. It was through
no accident or misunderstanding or foolishness on his part that " Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem.”
He knew when the feast ended and his company started for home. He remained because of his great
interest in his Father's affairs. All that he saw and heard in the temple aroused the divinity within him
and impressed him that he should be about his Father's business.

The people traveled in large companies to and from these great feasts. The children of such
companies would naturally associate together, without being particularly under the eye of their
parents; the older members of a company would also associate together for conversation and mutual
assistance. It would be taken for granted that the children were somewhere in the company. It was
through no lack of interest or oversight on the part of Joseph and Mary that Jesus was left behind.

[11. Jesus Remained in the Temple (Ver ses 44-46)

At the end of the first day of their journey homeward Joseph and Mary failed to find Jesus in
the long caravan which was moving northward toward Galilee. The day following, Mary and Joseph
returned to Jerusalem, and on the third day they found Jesus in the temple in midst of the teachers,
who were surprised at his knowledge of the 'sacred Scriptures. They had gone a day's journey from
Jerusalem before it was discovered that Jesus was not in the company. An ordinary day's journey
varied from eighteen to thirty miles. Very likely the first day's travel was shorter than the usual
distance. As his parents sought for him "among their kinsfolk and acquaintance,” they naturally
supposed that Jesus would be in the company. They believed
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that Jesus was in the company until they stopped for the night. We have here Joseph mentioned for
the last time in gospel history as aliving character. It is supposed that he died before Jesus ministry
began.

It is probable that Jesus was found in one of the porches of the court of the wing, where the
schools of the rabbis were held and the law regularly expounded. Some think that he was found in
the court of the Gentiles. He was found "sitting in the midst of the teachers, both hearing them, and
asking them questions." Jesus was not a student of the rabbis; he was an auditor, as he was "both
hearing them, and asking them questions.” He was not asking them questions in order to learn from
them, but in order to teach and impress them with the correct interpretation of the law.

Jesus had not been detained by the beauty and outward show of the temple; neither had he
loitered behind with careless companions for the sake of amusement; but he was intensely interested
in the grave and important matter of the law. The truth had frequently been covered up with the
numerous traditions of the fathers, and the questions and answers of Jesus would clear up the correct
understanding of the law. There is no better way now to teach than by questions and answers.

IV." ] Must Bein My Father'sHouse" (Verses47-51)

All who heard him were amazed, or astonished, "at his understanding and his answers." They
were astonished not only at his profound understanding of the law, but that one so young had such
keen insight into the wisdom of the law. No doubt Joseph and Mary were as greatly astonished at
finding him engaged in such as were the "doctors of the law." They did not seek for him here at first,
but had sought him elsewhere, "sorrowing." His mother reproved him and informed him of the
sorrow which she and Joseph had experienced on his account. Mary spoke of Joseph as Jesus
"father" in an accommodated sense. (See Luke 23:23.) Jesus reply was not reproachful. He said:
"How isit that ye sought me?' He means. "Why have ye sought me, or looked for me, elsewhere?"

They should have known where to find him, seems to be his meaning. He seems to think that
they should have known just where to find him. There seems to be an expression of surprise and
also of reproof in Jesus question to his mother; yet there were deep undertones of love, of spiritual
vison, in hisquestion. His second question implies that they should have known where to find him.
He said: "Knew ye not that | must be in my Father's house?' These are the first recorded words of
Jesus, and they are an index and an explanation of his entire career. The mild rebuke which these
guestions give express his surprise, not that they should have sought him, but that they should have
spent three days in an anxious search along the road and in Jerusalem, and not instantly and
intuitively known where to find him—namely, studying the truths concerning his Father and his
Father's work. However, they did not understand it; they did not fully comprehend his meaning. It
is strange that his parents did not understand him, and yet we are reminded that his apostles later did
not understand him until after his death and resurrection. Jesus returned with Joseph and Mary back
to Nazareth. Nazareth
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was about eighty miles north of Jerusalem, located among the Gall-lean hills. Jesus made this his
home until he was about thirty years old. We are told that he returned with them and "was subject
unto them." If his divine wisdom and consciousness of his earthly mission drew him into the temple
and caused him to tarry behind, the same led him back to Nazareth, where he remained for eighteen
yearsin the quiet affairs and daily routine of a carpenter's life. The law of God required obedience
to parents (Deut. 21:18-21), and Jesus kept it. Jesusis a beautiful and royal example to children in
this respect. The noblest, purest, most royal child that ever lived on earth was most obedient to his
parents. Jesus was just as much in the work of God at home in Nazareth, subject to his parents, as
he was in his public ministry. It seems that it would have been impossible for Jesus to receive a
training for his public career amidst the formalism and the distractions of Jerusalem. He needed to
remain in the quiet retirement of an obscure village.

Disobedience to parentsis one of the common sins of thisage. It isasign of degeneracy. (2 Tim.
3:1-7.) "His mother kept all these sayings in her heart." There were many things already in hislife
tofill her soul with thought and wonder. Nazareth was a small town about twenty miles east of the
Mediterranean Sea, sixteen miles west of the Sea of Galilee, and about eighty miles north of
Jerusalem. It is not mentioned in the Old Testament; it had no history until Jesus immortalized it;
it was held in disrepute even by the Galileans themselves. (John 1:46.) Here Jesus was reared, and
here he lived until he "was about thirty years of age." (Luke 3:23.)

V. Jesus Advanced in Favor With God and Man (Verse 52)

Jesus development was as natural asit was perfect. He "advanced in wisdom and stature, and
in favor with God and men." His physical and mental growth were no more marked than his
increasing charm and spiritual power..He grew, like other children, by observing the natural laws of
growth. No doubt he was amodel child as well as a model man. This verse compl etes the picture of
the growth of the boy Jesus into the "man of Galilee." It is to be noted that Luke states that he
"advanced in wisdom." Thisis put before his advancement in "stature." 1t is to be observed further
that Jesus was not aman in achild's body. His mind developed as his body grew larger and stronger.
He grew in every way—in gtature, in intellect, in wisdom, in heart, and "in favor with God and men."
He grew by use of means—grew physically by taking proper exercise, wholesome food, and restful
sleep; grew in wisdom and grace by asking questions, studying the Scriptures, and the exercise of
mind and soul. Those quiet years at Nazareth furnished ample opportunity for such growth. He
resisted temptation, prayed, attended the feasts and public worship, and kept God's laws. Thus he
grew in grace, in favor with God; and his sincerity, purity, generosity, humility, and kindness brought
him into favor with men. In this way Christians should grow today. (2 Pet. 3:18.) Jesus did not
violate any of the laws of development, but his growth in every way was in harmony with the law
and means of growth. No Christian need expect to grow except by observing all the laws of growth.
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PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS

1. It isremarkable that we have so little revealed to us about the boyhood of Jesus. We may be
comforted with the thought that it was best for us not to know anything more about his early life as
God would have revealed it to us had it been best for us to know.

2. We should be satisfied with just "what is written." If all would not go beyond that whichis
written in teaching and practice, but would accept fully al that iswritten, we would have sufficient
instruction to make us complete and furnish us completely unto every good work.

3. The early period of lifeis not only interesting, but it isimportant. Y outh is the seedtime of
life. The seed sown and habits formed in youth help to make the man in after years. It isimportant
that children learn to respect parents and obey authority, so that they be trained to obey God's
authority.

4. Jesus at the age of twelve wanted to be in his Father's house. Children should be trained to
love the worship of God in the days of their youth. The child who seeks to please God will be a child
who honors his parents.

QUESTIONS ON THE LESSON

Give the subject. Jesus Remained in the Temple
Repeat the Golden Text. How far did Joseph and Mary go before missing
Givethetime. Jesus?
L ocate the places. What did they do?
Name the persons. How long before they found him?
Givethe Lesson Analysis. Where did they find him?
Why had he remained behind? What did his
Introductory Thoughts mother say to him?

When did time begin to be reckoned from the

birth of Christ? "l Must Bein My Father's House"
What error was made? How did his questions and answers affect the
Who made this error? teachers?
How can we locate the time of the birth of How were Joseph and Mary affected?

Christ? What two questions did he ask his mother?
What events transpired while he lived at What did he mean by these questions?

Nazareth? What did they do with him?

How was he subject to them?
The Birth of Jesus How far was Nazareth from Jerusalem?

Where was Jesus horn?
How did he become grown? Jesus Advanced in Favor With
What was upon him? God and Man
Why so little said about his childhood? How did Jesus grow physically?

When did a boy become responsible to thelaw?  How did he grow mentally?
How did he advance in favor with God?
The Parents and Jesus Attend the Passover  How with men?

What did the law require? How long did he remain at Nazareth?
Name the three annual feasts.
At what age did a boy begin to attend these Practical Suggestions
feasts? Why do we not have more revealed concerning
When was the Passover? the boyhood of Jesus?
What feast followed it? With what should all be satisfied?
How did the people travel to it? Why is youth an important period of life?

How should children be trained?
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Lesson Il1—January 18, 1931
THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
Luke 3:7-17.

7 He said therefore to the multitudes that went out to be baptized of him, Y e offspring of vipers,
who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We
have Abraham to our father: for | say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children
unto Abraham.

9 And even now the axe dso lieth at the root of the trees: every tree therefore that bringeth not
forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

10 And the multitudes asked him, saying, What then must we do?

11 And he answered and said unto them, He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath
none; and he that hath food, let him do likewise.

12 And there came also publicans to be baptized, and they said unto him, Teacher, what must
we do?

13 And he said unto them, Extort no more than that which is appointed you.

14 And soldiers also asked him, saying, And we, what must we do? And he said unto them,
Extort from no man by violence, neither accuse any one wrongfully; and be content with your wages.

15 And as the people were in expectation, and al men reasoned in their hearts concerning John,
whether haply he were the Christ;

16 John answered, saying unto them all, | indeed baptize you with water; but there cometh he
that is mightier than I, the latchet of whose shoes | am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you
in the Holy Spirit and in fire:

17 Whose fan isin his hand, thoroughly to cleanse his threshing-floor, and to gather the wheat
into his garner; but the chaff he will burn up with unquenchable fire.

GOLDEN TEXT. "Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance." (Luke 3:8.)

TIME.—A.D. 26.

PLACE. Wilderness of Judea

PERSONS. John the Baptist and the multitudes.

DEVOTIONAL READING. Isa 40:3-11.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS.

January 12. M. John's Call to Repentance. (Luke 3:1-6.)
January 13. T. Fruits Worthy of Repentance. (Luke 3:7-14.)
January 14. 'W. The Humility of John. (Luke 3:15-20.)
January 15. T. The Baptism of Jesus. (Matt, 3:13-17.1
January 16. F. Effective Testimony. (John 1:35-42.)
January 17. S. Final Testimony Concerning Christ. (John 3:22-30.)
January 18. S. The Forerunner of Christ.(Isa. 40:3-11.)

LESSON ANALY SIS—

Introductory Thoughts.
I.  John's Message—Repentance. (Verse 7.)
I1. The Fruits of Repentance. (Verses 8-11.)
[11. John's Baptism. (Verses 12-14.)
V. John and Jesus. (Verses 15-17.)

Practical Suggestions.
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INTRODUCTORY THOUGHTS

The Old Testament closed with the prophecy of John the Baptist (Mal. 4:4-6), and the New
Testament begins with the fulfillment of that prophecy in John the Baptist. There was a stretch of
four hundred years of silence between the two Testaments. John the Baptist was the first inspired
prophet to breek this silence. We have very little history of John from his birth to his public ministry.
Only one verse tells of this long stretch of his life; it is as follows: "The child grew, and waxed
strong in spirit, and wasin the desertstill the day of his showing unto Isragl.” (Luke 1:80.) John grew
in body and developed in mind and spirit in a quiet place—"in the deserts'—where he was
disciplined by self-denial and prepared by frequent and undisturbed communion with God for his
great work. His habits, clothing, and diet were smple. His raiment was "camel's hair, and a leathern
girdle’ (Matt. 3:4)—aloose garment made of coarse fabric, woven out of the long, rough hair of the
camel, and it was fastened about his waist with a "leathern girdle." The girdle was worn by any
common laborer; the hairy garment was a recognized dress of the prophets. (2 Kings 1:8; Zach. 3:4.)
"Hisfood was locusts and wild honey." Jews were d