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INTRODUOTORY.

. Dear Brethren and Sisters in the

Lord :

WirH the present number I enter
upon my labors, in connection with
Brother Lipscomb, to assist him in
editing and publishing the Abvo-
CATE. In so doing, I deem it proper
to say a few things: First, I know
there are many brethren of my ac-
quaintance, who are opposed to my
" leaving off general Evangelizing, and
going into the work in which I am
now engaged. In reply to this, I
must say, that if T were merely to
consult my own personal feelings in
reference to the matter, without any
regard to my family, I should be in-
clined to continue in that work. But
when I take my family into consider-
ation, I think otherwize. I have
been traveling most of my time for
the last ten years, until my children,
all but one of whom are boys, have
grown up to a size to need my pre-
sence more than I can possibly
give and travel. In order to do
this, Ijwill have to teach school,
farm, or something of that character,
or take a position ag preacher in a

way that would not suit my under-
standing of the Scriptures.
To engage in farming or gchool

4 teaching would hinder me just as

much from traveling and preaching,
a8 will the work T am now engaged
in. While in this, besides being
more of my time with my family, I
can be all the time working for the
good of the cause through the
ADVOCATE, to an extent that I could
not do in any other calling known to
me. Besides, I still expect to preach
every Lord’s day, and some times
more. Then, by going into the office
and taking charge of things here,
as soon as I get to understand the
matter, I can give Bro. Lipscomb an
opportunity of traveling much more
of his time, and thus. enable him to
do more for the cause, in that way,
{ than he is now doing, because he can
travel and write at the same time,
and can even devote more of his at-
tention to writing than he has been
able to do heretofore. So that upon
the whole I think I can do as much
good for the causc as to continue
traveling. ForI am perfectly cer-

tain, from my observation in travel-
‘ing round, that the ADVOCATE is
having a very fine effect upon the
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matter, and consequently worldly
positions of honor and profit, have
generally absorbed the attention of
our young brethren instead of posi-
tions in the Church, which is doubt-
less one réason why we have so few
young men willing to labor in up-
building the cause of our Savior. I
hope to be able to give some atten-
tion to these matters from time to.
time, through the ADVOCATE.

The pride, the follies and fashions
of the world have perhaps never had
more influence upon the Church, at
any period of its history than at the
present. That humble, self-denying
principle that made the Bavior a
homeless wanderer in the eéarth, and
caused him to spend his time in going
about doing good, is sirely not culti-
vated enough by Christiq,né, at the
present time. Would to God that
we all, the Disciples of Christ, had
more of it. If that earnest-devotion
that caused the early Christians to
forsake their homes and property and
become wanderers in strange lands,
and which induced many of them
even to yield up their own lives for
the cause of their Master, was more
generally cultivated among us now,
it would no doubt be bettdr for us
and the cause.

We are now beginning another
year. The year 1869, with all its
labors, anxieties and toils, is past,
never to return. Shall we not all
make an effort, this year, to do more
good than any previous year of our
lives. If we want to be happier than
we have ever been, let us seeure that

E

3

PN SV

1

our Savior during the year Highteen
hundred and seventy. The extent of

good that we shall be able to ac-

happiness by doing more good than|

ever before. Then brethren and.
sisters, let us all see how much good
work we can do in the Kingdom of

complish through the ADvocarE,
will depend upon the co-operation
and assistance of our brethren and
friends. A little effort upon the part
of each subscriber to extend the
circulation of our paper, wonld
greatly extend our opportunity of
doing good, and would cost no one
much trouble, and "would be very
thankfully received by us. I desire
the present to be most laborious
and useful year of my lifs, “If the
Lord will.”

I must also say, that while it is
true, as we stated in the outset, that
many errors are still in the world,
many things that subvert the Grospel
of Christ and blind the minds of the
people; that it is also true that
there is an increaging confidence ma-
nifested in the Word of God, and a
digposition on the part of some, at
least, who perhaps have &neered
at “Book religion,” so-called, to
regard the Bible as the ornly means
of information upon the whole gub-
jeat of Christianity, 'and that all
claims of light and knowledge out-
side of the Bible are visionary and
vain. We should thank God for
every manifestation of the kind, and
pray and labor for the time to come
when all shall put their entire confi-

{ denge in the word of truth, and that

alone. When all the creeds and con-
fegsions of faith, all the canons, laws
and regulations of men for the guid-
ance of the people in matters of reli-
gion may be laid aside. Then, and
not till then, may we expect to see
union and harmony prevail among
the peopleof God, while party names
and party spirit will be d]?]ne G:;ngy.
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Pastors,--Hirelings.

IN the ADVoCBTE, of the 9th Dea.,
No. 47, I observe an article from the
pen of tde editor, under the heading,
“Teachers—Their Relationship to
the Taught;” in which some strong
language is used about ‘hirelings”
and ‘“pastors,”” which seems to me
to require some further consideration.
I only intend, at the present writing,
to notice one sentence, which I ex-
tract as follows, from page 1107 :

“The Scriptures teach, that the
teacher should be sustained as plain-
ly as they teach that Christ is the
Sou of God.”

From the context and heading, I
.conclude that the congregation
taught is the one which should sus-
tain the teacher. As I have made
this a special subject of study, more
or less, for about five years, and never
found those Seriptures, I would be
glad for you to copy them into the
ADVOCATE, for my speecial benefit.
They may also benefit others. I do
not want any argument about it at
present; all I want is the ‘Seripture
to be copied, teaching the duty of
the congregation taught to sustain
“the teacher.” I have found that
the following Scriptures have been
used for that purpose, but as they do
not apply to such a case at all, I do
not require them to be referred to,
namely: ¢ Let him that is taught in
the word participate [or share. And-

erson,] with the inptructor in all

good,” [Aets]. Gal vi: 6. Thatis
the one instructing or teaching in a
congregation is not the only one to
“do good " as the opportunity pre-
sents itself, (see verse 10); but the
one taught is also to share with him
in the “good” doing, or deeds or
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acts ;. in “ bearing one another’s bur-
dens” (verse 3,) and so fulfilling the
law of Christ; that each one is to
love his neighbor as himself, and
“while we have opportunity let us
do good [the same word in Greek
and BEnglish here are in verse 6] to
¢ all, especially to them who are of the
household of faith,” verse 10. It
was with congregations then, no
doubt, as it is now; those teaching
or active men, in the congregation
were left to do all the work which
should not have been the case as the
Apostle so forcibly enjoins. I do
notneedreference either to lst Tim.
verse 17. “Let the Seniors who
preside well, be counted worthy of
double honor, especially those who
labor in word and teaching.” As
“honor,” is mot salary, money or
pay in money or money’s worth, this

Scripture does not apply. If the
word “honor,” which is the only
English word that truly represents
the (reek, means ‘pustenance,”
then it is to be “double;’” and no
congregation, tomyknowledge, obeys
the injunetion. If, again, it meansa
a “double stipend” or maintain-
ance, then all “the Seniors” are
to get it, those who preside well, as
well as those who labor in word and
doctrine. “The teacher,” is not to
receive “ double honor;” but ¢ the
Seniors; who preside well;” a num-
ber of them, and that in the one con-
gregation, as at Eiphesus. See Acts
xx: 17; 1 Tim. i: 3. “The. laborer
is worthy of his reward, ¢ that is,”
those Seniors are to be ‘“doubly
honored” who do their duty well.”
If again, it means what is claimed

for it sometimes, it contradicts what
Paul said to the same ‘“Klders of the
congregation’’ at Ephesus; as we
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read in Actsxx: 34,35. With this
congregation Paul lived three years,
and taught them publicly and from
house to house all that time and was
able to tell them at the conclusion of
such a lengthy service; “I haye
coveted no man’s silver or govld or
apparel. Yes, you yourselves know
that these hands have ministered to my
necegsities, also to "them that were
with me, 1 have shown you all things
how that thus laboring you ought to
assist the infirm, and to remember
the Words of the Lord Jesus that he
himself said. It is much happier to
give than to receive.”” This law was
given to those too, concerning whom
it was said, ““Take heed to yourselves
and to the whole flock over which
the Holy Spirit has constituted you
overseers ; fo feed the congregation of
the Lord which he has purchased
with his own blood.” I do not
think Panl contradicted himself,
so plainly, as some contend he did—
if their claim is good that he taught
Timothy that the Elder should be
paid or sustained. See the verse im-
mediately preceding (t Tim. v. 16,)
where when the Apostle directs the
widows to be “relieved” or supported
he uses another word. See, also, 1
Tim. vi: 1, only a few verses further
on where he tells the servants “to
count. their own masters worthy of all
honor; It is not very likely they
were to “gustain’ their masters,
with everything that they needed.
It was not the way ‘‘slaves’ acted to-
wards their mastersin Fphesus or Ten-
nessee, as farag I am aware, thoughI
never was in either Ephesus or Ten-
nessee, If Gal, v: 6, means what
some peaple claims for it, then Peter
contradicts Paul, when he (Peter)
was writing to the same Galatians,

the Epistle to them, 1 Peter i: 7; 2
Peter iii: 15, when he says to the
Elders, “Feed the flock of God
which ig with you overseeing not by
constraint (as by a call or an elec-
tion) but willingly; neither for shame-
Jitl gain, but from a good disposition.
1 Peter.v: 2. Gain received in thig
way is unlawful; contrary to the law
of Christ; those do not “fulfil the
law of Christ,”” who are paid for
“bearing. the burdens” of their
brethron ; and therefore such gain is
to them ¢ shameful,” and all such
are of the class of ¢ hirelings,”
vividly pictured by our Lord. J ohn
x: 12. Let us have the “Soriptures
that teach that the teacher should be
sustained,” and I will be satisfied.
BETA.

THE most difficult position for a
man to occupy, in moral and intel-
lectual as well as military operations,
is that in which he is subjected to a
cross fire. Itis often the position
that fidelity to truth requires to be
occupied. It is so, we feel sure, in
the present case. Notwithstanding
Bro. Randolph thinks the position
damaging to the teacher, and Bro. Be-
ta that it honors himin a position and
manner not taught in the Seriptures,
we feel sure in the first place, that it
is the only position that will give the
teacher his true position; a position
that will let him feel free and inde-
pendent, and that will permit him to
command that respect and influence
that he should in society. On the
other hand we feel sure the Serip-
tures require the congfegation to
pay “money ormoney’s worth’ to
the teacher who gives his time to in-

structing and guarding the members
from the paths of sin and death
when he is in need of it.
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or money’s worth. In reference to
the next Seripture, 1 Tim. v: 17,
“Let the Elders who rule well be
counted worthy of double honor, es-
pecially they who labor in word and
doctrine.  For the Scripture saith
thou shalt not muzzle the ox that
treadeth out the dern, and the labor-
er is worthy of his hire.” Our
brother labors to prove that hbnor is
not “money or money’s worth.” We
would by no means confine it to this,
but certainly it is poor honor that
praises a man in word, that is deféf-]

ential in manner and yet starves him
The use of the word translated honor
is referred to. Our brother has cer-
tainky regarded it from a one sided
gtand point. Timee iz the word
translated honor. The Lexicon
gives as its meaning, “a pricing, es-
timae of worth, price, value. Honor,
dignity, careful regard, veneration
are secondary meanings. The Serip-
tural use of, the term may be learned
from the following passages of Serip-
ture: Mat. xxvii: 6, referring to the
price paid Judas for betraymg Christ,
“It is the price of blood,” 9—* the
price of him that was valued ? Acts
iv “for as many as were posses;
sors of land or houses sold them and
brought the prices of the things that
were gold and laid then at the
Apostle’s feet. Acts v: 2—Ananias
sold his and ‘“kept back part of the
price;” 3—“Why hath Satan filled
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost
and keep back part of the price?”
Acts vii: 16— Abraham bought for
a sum of money;” Aects xix: 19—
“Many of them which used curious
arts brought their books and burned
them before all men, and they count-
ed the price of them and found it
fifty thousand pieces of siver.” Now

in all these instances, the word tran-
slated price, sum of money, is tince.
The same word that is translated
honor in the sentence under consider-
ation. How, then, can our brother,
from the Greek word, conclude that
honor does not mean ‘“money or
money’s worth ?"” It certainly does
in the sentences above quoted, yet
we would not mislead any—there are
many passages in the Seripture where
it does not mean ‘‘money or money’s
worth.” The connexion must deter-
inine this. Now what does the con-
nexion here indicate. ' Aposile”

illustrates his meaning, illustrates
the work of the teacher and its re-
sults to himself by a reference to the
0ld Testament, admonitions. “Thoy,
shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth

‘out the corn;”’ “the laborer is worthy

of his hire or reward.” Now what
is the meaning illustrated in these.
The ox must have his living of the
work he is performing ; the laborer
is entitled to the fruit of his labor.
Now this connection shows conclu-
sively that the support of the teacher
was necessarily embraced in the
Apostle’s idea of honoring ¢ the
elders that ruled well.” We see no
possible way of evading this; yet we
would not limit the termeven in this
connection, to ‘“money or money’s
worth,” but give to him respect, de-
ference, meat, drink, bread, or any
other mark of esteem and regard
that his labor and neeessmes, entitle
him to or demand.

Thus we think these two passages
when rescued from the arguments of
our brother teach as plainly as any
truth of the Bible, that the teacher

mgy receive ‘‘money or money’s

worth” from those he teaches. The
teachers are of the Klders not the

A}
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youths of a congregation. But these
are not the only Seriptures that
plainly teach these things. In the
ixth chapterof 1st Cor., this matter
is clearly presented by the Apostle,
“OrI only and Barnabas, have we
not power to forbear working? Who
goeth a warfare at his own charges?
‘Who planteth a’ vineyard and eateth
not of the fruit of it? Or who
feedeth a flock and eateth not of the
milk of the flock? Say I these
things asaman or saith not the law
the same also? For it is written in
the law of Moses thou shalt not
muzzle the ox that treadeth out the
corn. Doth God take care for oxen?
Or saith heit altogether for our sakes?
For our sakes no doubt thisis writ-
en, that he that poweth should plow
in hope, and he that thresheth in
hope should be partaker of his hope.
If we have sown unto you spiritual
things, is it a great matter if we
shall reap your carnal things. If
others be partakers of this power over
you, are not we rather? Neverthe-
less we have not used this power ; but
suffer all things lest we should hind-
er the Gospel of Christ. Do ye not
know that they. which minister about
Holy things live of the things of the
Temple? And they which wait at
the altar are partakers of the altar?
Even so hath the Lord ordained that
they which preach the Gospel shall
live of the Gospel.”

Now we feel sure it takes no argu-
ment to develop the meaning of this

passage and no argument can obscure
it.. He, Who planted avineyard should
eat of its fruit; he who feedeth a flock
shall eat of the milk of the flock; he
who treadeth outthe corn shall live of
his work. He who sowed spiritual
things, should reap carnal from those
who received the gpiritual seed. He

who ministered in the Temple should
live of the offerings of the Temple
he who preached the Gospel should
live of the Gospel. -

Now in the Jewish temple were the
offerings of the Jews, and as all those
employed in the gemple gervice, lived
of its offerings, so in the Church
there must be the treasury of the
Church and of these offerings all who
employ their time in the Churoh,
whether as teachers or ministers to
the poor, must live, if they are in
need. The same principle is referred
to as appears in the 15th chapter of
Paul’s letter to the Romans, It
has pleased them verily and their
debtors they are for if the Gentiles
have been made partakers of their
spiritual things, their duty is also to
minister unto them in carnal things.”
I am perfectly content to let these
Seriptures go Wwithout argument or
comment, and on nide hundred and
ninety-nine out of every thousand of
the gimple hearted they will make but
one impression.

‘What then means the expressions
of Paul, referred to by our Brother
when he says, “I have coveted no -
man’s silver or gold or apparel. Yea,
yourselves know that these hands
have ministered unto my necessities,
and.to them that were with me, I have
shewed you all things how, that so
laboring, ye ought to support the
weak and to remember the Words of
the Lord, which saith it is more
blessed to give than to receive ?”’

There is one response to this:
Paul continually asserts his right to
partake of their gopds; and asserts
their obligation to give of them to
support one teaching them, but an-
nounces that he has forborne to exer-
cise the right lest- the Gospel of
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Christ should be hindered. «“If
others be partakers of this powerare
not we rather? Nevertheless we
have not used this power.” II Cor.
xi: T—“Have I committed an offence
in abasing myself that ye might be
exalted, because I have preached. to
you the Gospel freely. I robbed
other ehurches, taking wages from
them, to do you service, eto.” He
pursued the same course toward the
Thessaloniang, but he says, II Thes.
iii: 9, “he did this, not because he
had not power, but he would be an
example to you to follow us.” To
follow usin what? in labor and in-
dustry, “for this I commanded: if
any would not work meither should
he eat.” Again, to the Corinthians
2nd letter xii: 13— For what is it,
wherein ye were inferior to other
ohurches, except it be that I myself
was not burdensome to you? forgive
me this wrong.” The meaning of
this must be that while to the teach-
er it was a source of influence and
strength not to be burdensome it was
a wrong to the Church.” It was de-
priving the Church of a privilege it
had and one that would benefit it.
The Church then that esteems it a
burden and not a privilege to sustain
its teachers, has not appraciated this
matter in its true light. It is a bene-
fit and a blessing to the Chureh to
aid its teacher and Christian teach-
erg, either at home or abroad. It is
a laudable and praiseworthy ambi-
tion as well as source of strength to
the teacher to strive to teach without
being dependent. When each es-
teems this as it should, there will be
no bickerings about churches not
supporting their teachers. Teachers
were not Sunday preachers. Teach-
ers should labor with their hands

and brains at some honest calling
when not engaged in teaching. All
are not like Paul. Some have fami-
lies and need help—they should have
it. Paul only and Barnabas preach-
ed without charge in ancient time;
other Apostles received aid and didno
sin. Those who are able to teach
without aid ought to have a Holy
ambition like Paul to do it without
charge, lest the Gospel be hind-
ered, and they be sugpected of teach-
ing for filthy lucre. They should be
careful while teaching without charge
lest the taught should have their de-
gire of lucre excited,and be griev-
ously wronged by being prevented
the privilege of offering in the Lord;
other good works should be sought
out in which they may cngage, anfl
their duty to engage in them should
be enforced. But should a teacher

.or other servant need aid, it should

be given him freely. The Elder who
rules well, in his laboxs, should be
esteemed worthy of double attention
regard, and aid when in need. But

' when the teacher makes his hire the

condition of his teaching he degrades
the calling‘ and hinders the Gospel
of Christ. Would we spezk “too
strongly were we to say fromi“the
foregoing Scriptures that the duty of
the taught to pustain and aid the
teacher in all peedful things is as
plainly taught as the truth that
Jesus ig the Christ of God, and that
a refusal to do it, on the part of-the
taught is a crime equal to the rejec-
tion of Christ himself? We do not
wish to speak too strongly, and ‘we
try to avoid extremes in this as all
other questions save where truth
leads to an extreme. D. L.

GRACE keeps the precious germ
alive, when and wherever sown,

*
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' Ohurch Officers.

Bro. Lipscomb: Your letter, ip-
forming me that the articles about
which T had inquired, had never
come to hand, was received by due
course of mail. I have waited thus
long, hoping they would either tutn
up at your office; or be returned te
me by the Post Office Department;
but as neither seems likely to come
to pass, I will scribble down some
thoughts, fupplying the plaee of the
last one, as well as I can from memo-
ry—not haying ‘tetained a_copy of
either.

As well as I now reeollect, the last
one occasioned by an allusion, by
Bro. Fanning, to Bro. Creath and
Tlyself, as holding that Elders were
made by election and laying on of
hands. To this I entered my dis-
claimer; remarking, that he hadread-
my unspoken speeches at the “Louis-
ville Meeting,” to very little pur-
pose, or he would not impute so ab-
surd a notion to me: that I had long
believed, and taught, that elders were
made such by the course of nature;
and that from such, and such only,
had the Lord ordained, that the min-
istering servants in His Church
should be taken. Some other quali-
fications however, besides that of age
alpue, are necessary to, qualify a per-
son to serve, either in the episcopate
or. digkonate of a Christian congre-
gation.

But Bro. Fanning, if I understand
his pogition, repudiates any kind of
official position, except that of age,
in the Churches. In this I think he
is mistaken, with due deference to
his superior age and learning. To
say nothing about Secripture, ex-

amples or precepts, common sense
L]

 teaches us, that any soclety, either re-

ligious, political or social, must have
some recognized functionaries, call
them officers, servants, leaders or

et | what not, through whom all their

acts as societieg are porformed. And
there must be some point in the his-
tory of every given member’s con-
nection with such society, at which
this funetionary relation commences.
If age alone, be the condition of it,
a specific law, fixing-the age at which
a member becomes an elder, and as
such, a functionary, is indispensable;
but Bro. F. will not affirm that there

'is any such specific law touching this

question in the Christian Seriptures.
If he does, will he please give us
chapter and verse? What kind of
proceeding would he propose, by
which both the Church and its fune-
tionary in any given case—to say
nothing of the outside world—could
know of the existence of such funec-
tional relations between them ?

I am aware that in the primitive
churches, God set ‘“some Apostles,
and some Prophets, and some Evan-
gelists, and some Pastors and Teach-
ers,”” Bph. iv: 11; or as expressed
1st Cor. xii: 28, “first Apostles, se-
condarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers,
after that miracles, then gifts of heal-
ing, helps, governments, diversities of
tongues.” This was a temporary ar-
rangement—only intended to conti-
nue till the necessary qualifications
for performing the work of the min-
istry could.grow up without super-
natural endowment. And yet, in
setting these in the churces, the Lord
employed human instrumentalities.
The Lord himself, while in- human
flesh, chose and commissioned the
Apostles, and then, by the laying on
of their hands, a formal act, always
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visible and palpable, both to the re-
cipients and the people—he invested
those subordinate functionaries with
the gifts immediately pertaining to
their respective functions.

But we are ghecially interested in
findingthe divinely ordained model of
a Churech of God in Christ, where
these extraordinary functionaries do
not exist, only as we have them, in
their recorded sayings and doings in
the New Testament Seripture. If
there is no such model, we are at sea
without rudder, compass, or quadrant,
go far as organization is concerned,
and liable to drift wherever the wind
and waves of popular caprice, on the
one hand, or the designing arts of an
ambitious clergy, on the other, may
carry us—the latter to a religious
despotism no better than popery, and
the formex to a spiritual anarchy
equally disastrous to the cause of
truth and righteousness in the earth.

Now I, for one, am happy in the
conviction that the Liord has not left
us in 80 sad a dilemna; but it only
confuses our minds to look for said
model, anywhere in the early part of
the Apostolic ministry, or among
those elders who were, by the Holy
Spirit, made overseers for a tempors-
ry purpose. The titles finally appro-
priated to designate the permanent
officers of the churchesg—bishop and
deacon—are mever, in the inspited
text, applied to any of them. Pro-
phets, evangelists, pastors and teach-
ers, are the titles generally applied to
them; and they seem to have been
wholly dropped in the permanent or-
ganization, and other terms, not in-
volving the idea of supernatural en-
dowment, adopted instead. Bishop
and deacon—Tliterally overseer and
servant—seem to have been chosen by

the spirit of inspiration, on account
of their adaptedness to express the
exact relations intended by the head
of the Chureh, to subsist between
His under shepherds and the lambs
of the fold. Tor instance :

Jesus taught his Disciples sub-
stantially, (I quote from memory,) as
follow : ¢ The kings of the Gentiles
exercise lordship over them, and they
that use authority arecalled benefac-
tors ; but it shall not be so among
you. He that will be great, let him
be your minister, and he that ischief,
as‘the servant of all.” Accordingly,
when Paul goes to define the qualifi-
cations of him that would be “chief
among his equals,” (asthe bishop was
styled in primitive time,) he says:
“ If any man desire the office of a
bishop hepdesiresa good work.” Why
a good work? Because the Lord has
ordained it as affording the most
ample field for the exercise of all the
Christian graces—especially that of
humility. The Lord’s exampld\ is
ever before him ; who, though lord
of all was among us as the servant of
all. But as no indwelling spirit of
inpiration will be in the Christian
Bishop, to prompt an infallibly cor-
rect decision of every question, either
of word or action, that will be conti-
nually rising before him, he must
have certain well developed and set-
tled traits of character, as well as
good, natural and acquired qualifica-
tions for the service, before he can
safely be entrusted with the respon-
gible duties of the office.,

For the same reason, the Deacons
and Deaconesges, must possess well de-
veloped and approved characters and
qualifications—all of which are clear-
ly laid down, 18t Tim. iii: 1-13—and
should mever be overlodked in se-
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lecting from among the elders of a
Chistian congregation, persons to fill
these Scriptural offices in it. Better
get along under a provisiondl organ-
ization, indefinitely—calling on some
one to preside at each meeting, and
appointing special committees to at-
tend to special duties that may arise,
till the proper qualifications are de-
veloped—than undertake this step in
organization without suitable mater-
ial out of which to make officers.

But my sheet iz full, and I must
close this letter. It is by no means
a reproduction of the lost articles.
Many important thoughts in that
have been crowded out of this.
Should it become necessary, I may,
as T have time and opportunity,write
again on this subject.

The Lord bless and prosper you.

B. K. SMITH.

Near Indiangpolls, Dec. 14, 1869.

History and Teaching of Jesus and the
Apostles,

CHAPTER XXXVI.

Parables of the Savior.

WE have definitions of the words
metaphqr, fable, parable, allegory,
and similitude, given by Webster,
Horne, Smith, ‘and by grammarians
and lexicographers generally. But
as the accuracy of men’s definitions
depends on the correctness of their
knowledge of the use of the words
they attempt to define; and as words
are often defined differently by dif-
ferent men; we should not hastily
adopt any definition as infallibly cor-
rect.

Again: Where several words are
nearly synonymous, we are liable to

use them interchangeably, and thus
cause confusion of language,

To avoid the possibility of indis-
¢ crimination in the use of the words
above named, it is proposed to treat
briefly on the generaPsubject of Fic-
TION, (which embraces every species
of fabulous, allegorical and romantic
composition,) with a view to the dis-
tinguishing of the different kinds
employed in ancient and modern
times for purposes of instruction,
amusement or entertainment.

It can be made evident to minds of
the commonest capacity, that all zr-
structive fiction is intended to illus-
trate facts, truths, qualities, or prin-
ciples which, it is supposed, could not
be so well illustrated in-any other
way. Teachers of human science are
well aware, that the most successful
method of imparting their knowledge
of scientific and philosophical truths
and principles to the young is by ex-
emplification or practical illustration.

For instance: The rules and prin-

ciples of the Mathematics must be
taught by means of “examples,”
which may consist of fictitions or
supposed cases, used arbitrarily for
illustration. It may, indeed, be ad-
visable, whenever practicable, to em-
ploy real business transactions, in-
gtead of fictitious one. But having
no suitable examples at hand, we
may certainly draw upon the imagin-
ation to gupply such cases as will best
illustrate all the principles we wish to
teach.

So in moral science, or ethics,
when we wish to teach certain prin-
ciples of morality, and can find, in
eorrupted society, no visible exem-

plification, we may invent an example,
by way of illustration. This is fic-
ton.
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money orders or registered letters.
The time is short, send up your
subseriptions at once.
Address all commanications to
J. M. PICKENS,
Mountain Home, via Courtland,
‘Lawrence county, Alabama.

W= have receive as many volumes
of the ApvocATE for '67-8 as wede-
gire at present. Noonewill send either
now without first coresponding with
us in reference to it. D. L.

The Little Man,

OuR friends will be glad to see in
the present number an article from
the pen of our friend and brother,
the “Little Man,” and to hearthat his
health has improved, so that we may
hope to have frequent contributions
from him for the new volume.

I think it will help to cure him, to
know that the “Lambs " have made
many inquiries after his health, and
expréssed many regrets at the pros-
pect of losing his kindly lessons.

M. L.

AMERIOAN AGRICULTURIST, for
January, 1870, has bronght its usual
bountiful supply of good things. We
can confidently recommend all our
readers to provide themselves with
this paper. It is always filled with
practical, useful information on every
subject pertaining to soil culture, in-
cluding the Garden, the Lawn, and
Flower bed, and has always a word
for the housekeeper and something
entertaining for the children. Terms
$1 50 a year, 4 copies. $5 00, ten
copies, $12 00. It is richly worth
all it costs and more: Orange Jndd
& Co., Publishers, 245, Broadway,
New York.

WE are now in an office of our
own, with type and fixtures for doing
our own work. We hope to get it
done in better style, and moreprompt-
ly than heretofore. We propose
too, to publish, tracts more frequently
and develop a g'pod publishing house
for Christian works. Our arrange-
ments will be, necessarily restricted
at first, as our means are limited. We
shall act on a safe plan—shall not
hasten into any efforts we are not
able to accomplish. We ask the
earnest co-operation of our brethren
in extending the oirculation of the
ADpvooaTE. Bro. Sewell will give
personal attention in the office. He
is not afflicted so much with bad bile
as we are, but has a little more of the
suawiter in modo,so that those who ob- -
ject to the ADVOCATE because of our
being a little too sharp, may not have
objections to the same extent. But
brethren, whatever our faults have
been we tried not to hide them from
ourself and have tried to cure them
as we could,

‘We hope we may all strive to so
live, 80 work, 8o school our hearts and
lives during the year that we may be
enabled to morefully benefit ourselves
and our fellowmen and glorify our
Father in Heaven. Brethren, labor
with us to extend the cause of Christ
and benefit our fellowmen. D. L.

SoME weeks ago we mentioned that
brethren Moss, Bond, Carl and Gooch
had sent us a good list from Hillsbo-
ro. Bro. A, Jones was the man in-

stead of Bro. Goosh. They have
sept us another quite large list, for
which we thank them.

WE have moved in our new office,
No. 374 Union Street, Third Story,
between College and Cherry streets.
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THE prospectus ot The dhristian
Monthly was intended to appear in
No. 50 of last year. The manuseript
was left in the hands of Bro. J. T.
8 Fall, for printing in circular form,
and we did not know of of its being
here until the number was sent to
press. But as the present number is
out almost as soon as that no injury
is dome, we hope, by the delay.

By too much sitting still the body
becomes unhealthy, and soon the
mind. This is- Nature’s law. She
will never see her children wronged.
If the mind, which rules the body,
ever forgets itself so far as to trample
upon its slave, the slave is never gen-
-erous enough to forgive the injury,
but will rise and smitethe oppressor.
Thushas many a monarch mind been
dethroned.

HE who never changes any of his
opinions, never corrects any of his
mistakes.

CORRESPONDENOE,

Brother Lipscomb: A short state-
ment of my humble service may be of
‘some interest, however, should you
see fit to publish it.

During this year I have visited six
congregations, in three counties. I
have traveled fourteen hundred miles,
preached gixty-five discoursees and
have had forty-two additions in the
above bounds. Prejudice is fast giv-
ing way. The religion of our Lord
is prospering. Ihave made plenty to
live on for another year. May the
Lord have all the praise.

Your brother in Christ,
NATHANIEL KING.
Fulton, Miss., Dec. 26, 1869,

P

OBITUARY.

Bro. Lipscomb: 1 pen this com-
munication under circumstances of
deep affliction, having just lost, by
death, my beloved wife, the partner
of my joys and sorrows inlife. The
sad tidings reached me while holding
a protracted meeting with one of our
Churches, some thirty miles from
home.

At first T could scarcely ecredit it,
as I had left her only three days
before apparently in usual health,
but alas! it was true, too true. May
my Heavenly Fathe sustain us under
our severe bereavement.

Her disease was congestive pneu-
monia of the most violent character-
giving little time for medical skill to
effect anything. Oh! that I could
have been present to smooth her
dying pillow and close her eyes in
déath, but I have the assurance that
she sleeps in Jesus, freed from the
sorrows and disappointments of earth.

She was one of the original few
names who compored the Christian
Church at Ervinton, the starting
point of the “Reformation ” in this
State who took their stand upon the
Word of God in oppositionto human
creeds. Excommunication and perse-

cution followed, but encouraged by
the Divine promise, “Great iz your
reward in Heaven,” they lived to see
the truth triumph, and the number
of the Disciples increase.

Her death occurred on Lord’s day
morning, Dec. 12th, aged 59 years
and 8 months.

My prayer is that her memory
fondly cherished by myself and child-
ren my seem to strengthen our dg-
termination to live for Heaven.

Your brother in Christ,
J.S. HAVENER.
December 20, 1869.
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peace, but persist in a family habit
ofbruising his head. I hate snakes and
that is not all, I fear them too. That
aman will trifle with a dangerous
serpent of a venomous nature, I dare
say will excite surprise in some, dis-
gust in others. Now there are some
things more hurtful than snakes and
yet hundreds, yes thousands, who
claim to be sensible manifest the
pame indifference of the untutored In-
. dian. Many friends and spectators
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bloated, feverish looking faces. The
limbs lose their strength, the vietim
often falls helpless upon the ground,
the mind is impaired, the subject of-
times has fits.or spasms, becomes a ma-
niac, sees frightful sights and dies.
‘What is strange, this civilized christian
land, grants to men for a certain sum
of poor pitiable, sordid trash, the right
(I doubt thet,) and privilege of kkeep-
ing and selling this rattlesnake just
on purpose to bite men! The love of

remonstrated with the peculiar Indian. money is the root of it’s share of evils
But still he persisted in frequent-{truly. Anotherstrange thing is, that
ing public gatherings' with his grim men will give their hard earnings just

spotted rattlesnake and sported before
the erowd for such little pittance as
euriosity extorted from the lookers on.
At length a rusty forest creeper,
whose good humor had been disturb-
ed by some accidental rude treatment,
from his deceptive coil, inflicted a
death blow upon the wunsuspecting
wild man. In hiz native dialect he
said, “snake kill me '’ and died. The
Indian has gone and many of the poi-
gonous teptiles ofthis kind have pass-
ed away too. We are now ina civ-
ilized land, sometimes denominated a
christianland. Tis not unecommon to
see churcheg pleasantly lodged among
the trees on occasional hills, as you
pass along the highway. The Bible
is placed in the hands of all. Those
who cannot buy are made possessots of
this greatest earthly treasure gratui-

tously. Yetmen profane the name of
the God of the bible. They defraud
one another and lie to one another.
This is not all, Anpther specjes of
rattlesnake has beenr introduced into
theland. Tis even as poisonous as
the other and much ofténer met with.
Death by itis a slow one but sure.
Many thousandsare bitten by it daily.
You may know those who have un-
fortunately come in contact with it by

to be bitten. I know several industri-
ous, honest men, who toil all the
spring and summer, but carry the pro-
ceeds thereof, in the fall and offer them
as a sacrifice at the snakery. I have
known some men to disgrace the high
calling of a christian by becoming the
keepers of snake-shops. Again other
notable christians think they drown
the soundings of conscience by doing
awholesale business in poison vend-
ing. To kill aman is a high erime.
To kill several thousands is heroice
aad noble. So to keep a little snake
which injures only a community, is
with gome, wrong ; but to dispose an-
nually of a thousand large ones of the
same, and thus inflict misery upon
States, isin pefect keeping with the
christian character. Many introduce
this great enemy of morals, happiness,
prosperity into their homes. But
Misop’s fable is in almost all cdses,
practically illustrated. The farmer
again nourishes and cherishes a viper
whichbrings misery and ruin-upon
himself and family. The Indian’s

snake only injures his body and no

one but himself. This one however,
ruing boedy, soul and spirit, inects
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gives the increagse.” 1st Cor. iii;
All the rest we consider applicable
just as it is, at the present time. It
is a ghort, but full, beautiful and ex-
pressive form of prayer.

The ‘passagealso in Matt. vi: 15,
is certainly applicable to Christians
at the present time! Paul enjoins
the same thing upon the Disciples, in
Col.. 13. “Forbearing one ano-
ther and forgiving one another, if any
man have a quarrel against any ; even
as Christ forgave you, soalso do ye.”
If all Christians would learn, and
humbly practice these thipgs, they
would honor God, benefit themselves
and show in their lives the beauty of
the Christian religion.-

So far as the alien sinper is con-
cerned, in regard to this matter, the
first thing for him is to learn and
obey the Gospel of Christ and be-
come a Christian, and then all these
things are applicable. The language

iii:

‘also of the Savior, as quoted in the

the above from Matt. xviii: 34, 35,
was to his Disciples, in answer to
Peter, when he asked how often he
should forgive his brother.' The
passages also quoted from Mark and
James, were both directed to those
who were already Disciples. The
main point in the last passages is,
if we do not exercise a forgiving
spirit, as the Word of the Lord re-
quires, we need not look for any
mercy or favor at'the hand of God.
Many Christians certainly do not re-
alize the importance and obligation

of forgiving one another.
B. G. 8.

THE whole of a well-spent human
life is but the development of a noble
thought, and that thought is ‘“god-
liness.”,

THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE.

6. { Dr. Richardson’s Memoirs of Alexander

Qampbell,

THE ardently cherished expecta-
tions of the brotherhood-are-ab last

gratified in the shappy completion of

this great work—and truly a complete
work it is!

To mention that it is executed in
the happiest style of the gifted bio-
grapher, printed on the finest toned
paper, and bears the finished imprint
of Lippincotts’ great establishment,
is to declare it worthy of a most
conspicuous place in any library.
But however creditable these two,
ponderousoctavosunquestionablyare,
in point of literary and mechanical
execution, the chief value of the
book is still more highly to be ap-
preciated in the line of sp1ntual
esthetics,

‘What St. Luke did for the establish-
ment of the truth, in narrating some
of the acts of the Apostles, the same
has our beloved physician, seribe and
philosopher, St. Richardson, done for
the restoration of the truth, in writ-
ing these acts of the “ Reformation.”
And the numerous, interesting and
edifying incidents with which these
volumes abound —identifying the
noble spirits who first co-operated
with theillustrious Reformor, against
guch fearful odds and bitter opposi-
tion—impart to the work a still in-
creased value and relish. Dr. Rich-
ardson has thusrendered the brother-
hood an invaluable service; andit is
at the same time, an imperishable
monument of his own ability, modes-
ty, industry’ and devotion to the
cause of truth and righteousness—
“monumentum are perennisis.”

Nothing is hazarded by the asser-
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means by which this desirable object
can best be accomplished in our pre-
sent condition, sceupied most of the
time of the meeting. The condition
of the freedmen in a religions point
of view received speeial—attemtion.
As they are manifesting a greater de-
gree of readiness to receive the Gos-
pel from white preachers than here-
tofore, all were anxious to embrace
the favorable opportunity.

Our preachers were requested to
embrace every opportunity of preach-
ing the Gospel to them; and it was
suggested to the brethren generally
that much good might be done by
collecting them in small numbers on
the Lord’s day, in order to read the
Seriptures to them, and instruct them
in their religious duties, privileges
and enjoyments. Having learned
that Bro. T W. Caskey purposed via-
iting many of the churches North
and Kast, he was heartily commended

- to the brethren wherever he may go,
and requested to present the claims
of the freedmen.

Bro. Munnell, of Cincinnati, cor-
responding Secretary of General Mis-
sions, was with us during the meeting,
and by his faithful admonitions, earn-
est exhortations, and words of cheer
so kindly spoken, added much to the
interest of our deliberations.

He gave a brief account of the or-
igin, character, and *design of the
Report adopted by the late Conven-
tion of brethren at Louisville, Ky.,
and requested us to adopt the same
programme, and thus co-operate with
the general missionary movement.
After careful consideration of the
subject, and free and frank interchange
of thought with Bro. Munnell, it was
deemed advisable to refer the matter

THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE..

to the churches. They were, there-
fore, requested to take the subject in-
to censideration, and to examine the
proposed plan of genmeral co-opewa-
tive labor in the light of Scriptaral
teaching, and then decide for them-
selves whether they will adopt it or
not. From the report itself, and
from the explanations of Bro. Mun-
nell, we came to the conclusion that
it never entered into the minds and
hearts of the brethren assembled at
Louisville to assume any suthority or
control over the churches, that the
plan proposed is simply a volantary
co-operation of churches generally,
presented to the churches for their
adoption, that if adopted it places
the whole work into the hands and
under the control of the churches,
but, if not adopted, why there is the
end of it. In this view of the mat-
ter- the plan proposed was recom-
mended to the .churches. This is a’
point, however, which each church
must decide for itself in view of its
own responsibility, and according to
its own conviction of duty. We
think that the charaoter, labors, and
sacrifices, of the brethren who metat
Louisville, demand of us a brotherly
consideration of what they propose
and a candid examination according
to the fair import of the language
used.

Arrangements were made at the
meeting which were satisfactory to all
concerned, to secure the services of
brothers Barbee, and Ellett, in spe-
cial fields of labor. There are sev-
eral other fields that are not only
able, but willing, yea very anxious, to
employ and sustain an earnest, faith-
ful Evangelist. One of these is per-

haps supplied by this time.  Others
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ment under which we live, ever in-{
tended that the general government
should absorb the powers and assume
the control of the separate States,
yet just as has been the case in every
other instance in the history of the
world, this work is going on and will
continue to so dountil it'is complete.
Every religious and political orgAni-
zation of earth has traveled precisely
the same road and every new one
formed will, until the end of time.
Human nature must be changed be-
fore this tendemey-of the large and
stronger organizations to control and
absorb the weaker ones cease.

We do notapprehend the establish-
ment of a papal power or Romish
hierarchy or Presbyterian dynasty.
The peculiar shape such organizations
take is the result of the spirit of the
age. The Romish hierarchy, is the
peculiar religious development that
the spirit of the middle ages produe-
ed on a church cut loose from, the
sole rule and simple organizations
of the Bible. Were that work all to
be done over again, in’ the present
age a very different organization
would doubtless be the result, be-
cause the spirit of the age differs.
So with reference to Episcopalism,
Presbyterianism,gand Lutheranism.
Each of them is but a development
of thereligious feelings, only partially
controlled by the Bible, modified
by the spirit of the age and country
in which it took’its rise.

‘Whenever a people cut loose from
the absolute rule of the Secriptures
and the simple forms of the original
Churches of Christ, they have nothing
to guide them save the spirit of the
age and country in which they live.

Exactly what kind of a development,

the present age with its multiplicity
of contending and. contradictary in-
fluences would produce we cannot
tell. It would not be a divine one.
Respect for the laws and models of
Heaven is not one of the moulding
and controllinginfluences of this age.

So long as Christians enter largely
into political institutions and imbibe
their spirit, religious institutions wiil
partake largely of the spirit of the
political institutions. At one time,
the political current runs wildly to-
ward anarchy and mobocracy. The
tendency inthe Church is thenusual-
ly in the same direction. But the
political current again changes and
tends toward centralization, the ab-
sorption of power and authority in
one central organization. The re-
ligious current is controlled by the
same spirit., The present effort at
centralized power, the absorption of
the work, laborand prerogatives of the
churches by a strong, central organ-
ization is but a sympathetic move-
ment, with the centralizing and ab-
sorbing tendency of political power
in our government. We do not mean
this is intentional on the part of the
movers, but they are swept into this
current, by the spirit of theage. But
the spirit of this age is not a safe one
for Christians. Hence we would
enter a protest, make an appeal to
Christians to stem the current and
cling to the Word of God with its
pure, simple Divine institutions and
not be drifted to and fro byevery wind
of doctrine and flood of passion that
sweep over theland. But we entreat
them be “ye steadfast and immovable,
always abounding in the werk of the

Lord, for that ye know that your
labor in thé Lord is not in vain.”
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The character of the brethren at
the Louisville meeting we certainly
respect, but we redpect the Word
of God and his institutions more.
And we hold our selves respons-
ible to meet any of the advocates
or apolegists of the Louisville
scheme at any ‘point, in Missis-
sippi or ©Qhio, and prove that the
adoption of thatscheme, by a church,
is an abandonment of the Word of
God as the only rule of faith and
practice, and is a rejection of God’s
Church as the ground and pillar of
the truth and the all-sufficient insti-
tution of God for the conversion of
the world.

What the special labor or sacri-
fices of the brethren at Louisville
were, we know not. They thanked

the railroads and steamboats for car-’

rying them safely, comfortably and
cheaply to Louisville. They thanked
the brethren, sisters and citizens of
Louigville, for their generous and
bountiful hospitality, for the abund-
ance of creature-comforts they be-
stowed, with unstinted hands, (we
know they are proverbially charac-
teristic for this.) They got up a
complete Methodistic furor of exeite-
ment and enjoyed themselvés fively.
So we do not know.in what consisted
their labors and sacrifices; we de
know of one, who gave up the honors
of Hedvens, who made himself poor
and of no repute, who labored, who
sacrificed life with all its comforts
and joys, who died as a malefactor,
who struggled in the dark eharnel
house of Hades, with the powers of
death and hell, who triumphed over
them, who burst asunder the prison
doors of death; who brought life and
immortality to light, who through

this suﬁ'crlng, SOTTOW and dea.th o8~
tablished simple churches without or-
ganic connectionin which he proposed
to save man. He gave laws for the
government and oontrol of these
ehurches, whicli thoroughly furnish-
es every church and every child of
God to all good works, and we think
the labors and saerifices of thatmeek
and lowly one of 'éod, demand atour
hands, a candid, grateful, trusting
consideration and acceptance of hi
words and institutions according to
the fair import of his language and
acts without adding to or substracting
from their divine perfection.

This word and church has never
been honored by any convocation of
the learned and hénorable, even of
his own follow)er‘s for eighteen cen-
tury; 8o faras hmtory teaches ﬁxs

Human Governments,

ONE of the signs of the great
Apostacy, was' the union of Church
and State. Its chosen symbol was a
woman upon the back of a seven
headed and ten horned beast. Itis
almost uniformly admitted, among
Americap Protestants that this is 8
well chosen symbol to represent the
absurd, aud'unnatura,l union of Churh
and State. It is generally conceded;
that the woman repxesents the Chuxch
and the beast the old' Roman civil
govéinment.  This being true, it
would appéar far more natural for
her to be riding the beast, than for
him to have his }ocomotlon promoted
by the help of the woman| =~ -

When the State comes forwatd and
proffers its agsistance, and the Church
voluntarily accepts of sueh help, it
might be a question, which would be
the most. to blame; the Church for
accepting, or the State for offerin
such assistance.” But when the
Church gives, unasked, her powet to
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the beast, no excuse can reasonably
he pleadéd. If the State supporting
the Church, is called an adulterous
union, I am unable to see, why the

union is mot equally intimate, and

crimininal, when the Clurch supports
the State, by participating in all its
responsibilities. When the Ghurch
offers her fellowship, and co-gpera-
tion in framing all the laws of the
land, and in choosing its judicial and
executive officers=—when evem her
members refuse ne} t0 become legis-
lators, and are evenYorward to;fill ail
the offices of human governments, I
cannot see, but the relation between
church and State, is as intimate as
ever, and just as Hlegal.

Ezekiel chided the ancient He-
brews for seeking such union with the
nations; and he compares Ysrael to a
woman of the lowest infamy.

It is exceedingly painful to me, to,

see how aptly thees symbol of John
and Ezekiel apply to modern profes-
gors. But how greatly would I re-
joice, if the reformation of the 19th|
century would arise and put on her
beautiful garments, and show herself
to be the true spouse of Christ. May
the good Lord grant that this noble
brotherhood, that I so dearly love,
may soon see the whole truth

But hete, I am met with the ob-
jection, that these institutions are or-
dained of God. And he who resists
them resists an ordinance of God, and
shall receive punishment. Let me
here pause, and remark, that I would
sooner be understood as taking the
popular view of this passage, rather
than appear t0 countenance any kind
of war. Nothing is further from my
intention. . -

But the fact of civil government

 being ordained of God, is no proof of
Divine approbation. So long as it
can be clearly shown, that he has or-
dained, that one sinner should punish
another, so long a8 we.readin Isaish,
¢ that Cyrus was sent against Bebylon,
although he knew not God, so long
we find it not difficult to admit the
application of the above passage, to
eivil government, whether such be its
meaning or not. To make the ad-
mission saves much time, and leaves
the argument much more compact.
Bomething is gained and nothing lest
by granting all we can to our oppo-
nents.

That God can overrule sin, with-
out being responsible for its commis-
gion, and without having any compli-
city with it, is a thing so plain, that
to turn aside to explain. it would al-

- $mopt be an insult to those for whom

these columns are written. Let a
hint suffice.. Pharaohwas raisedupby
God for acertain purpose,although hig
behavior was far from being approv-
ed of God. ,

With a few axioms I will clase this
article.

Axiom 1st, No man has the right
of making laws for his own govern-
ment. Forsuch a right would in-
clude the double absurdity of making
him independent of Ged, and respon-
sible only to himself!

Axiom 2nd. A republican govern-
ment.is one in which power is thought
‘to be delegated by the people to their
rulers, in their act of voting.

Axiom 3rd. But & man cannot de-
legate a power he himself does not
possess.

Henoe, tnference 1st. As man has
10 inherent legislative power, he can-
not transfer it to another.
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Hence, inference 2d. Voting is
therefore a deception, and a sham,
making a deceiver of him, who votes,
and a dupe of him who fancies him-
self the recipient of delegated power.

B. U. WATKINS.

Maire Prairie, Minn.

OORRESPONDENOCE,

Bro. Lipscomb; This year, about
ten copies of the Advocate came
to this place. I send you eighteen
names and think we will be able to
make out the twenty for next year,
and thus double this year's list. I
am glad to assure you that the Ad-
vocate is steadily gaining ground in
this portion of Texas, notwithstand-
ing a certain brother, who has been
writing to the Review, concerning
matters in Texas, under the eogno-
men of ‘“Honestus,” pays the Ad-
vacate is not worthy of support, that
it is a wolf insheep’s clothing, ete.
Howbeit the brethren will take the
Advocate. -

I regret to learn that “ The Little
Man ” will not contribute more soon
on account of the state of his health.
Hig articles are very interesting and
instructive. I should like to know
who the ¢ Little Man" is.

What has become of Bro. Brents?
He does not write for the Advocate,
now.

I am glad that you have gotten
Brao. Sewell to assist you.

The second term of our shool be-
gins next Monday. We have an ex-
cellent school, and our prospects are
better than they have ever been. I
think we will have two hundred stu-
dents next term. I hope to be able
to send you more subscribers in a
few days. '

’

Iu

Hoping that 1870 may be the most
successful year you have ever had, I
am your brother.

T. J. ABERNATHY.

Bonham, Texas, Dec. 1869.

THE ADVOCATE intends go to con-
duct itself that Honestus will be
-ashamed of his uncalled for course
Ctoward it.

The -‘Little Man” is Bro. J. Me-
Barnes, of Greenville, Ala. His
health has improved.

Bro. Brents has been in feeble:
health, but is improving. He will
write more this yeéar than heretofore.
We will give first instalment in
number three. We feel truly
thankful that our efforts to publish
a paper devoted to the religion of
Christ in its purity meets so univer-
sally with the approval of the good
and true. Our lists givk promise of
large additions through the year.
We feel sure, if our friends will be
active and earnest, we will be able to
double our cireulation.

We are now fized, with new type,
in an office of our own, all paid for.
We intend to extend our operations
as fast as we are able. We are now
using a heavier white paper, and will
keep it uniform through the volume.
Brethren, present the claims of the
ADVOCATE to your friends. We
have no institution or interestto sub-
serve with the ADVOCATE save the
Church and cause of Christ. We
will advocate this with earnestness
and singleness of purpose.

D. L.

Bro. Lipscomb: Bro. ¥. White-
head, a few weeks past, sent me a
package of the Gospel Advocate, for
1868, which, to me, was a feast of
soul indeed! You will, if you please
send to me, five copies of the Advo-
cate and I will distribute them.,

Bro. Lipscomb, there*is not a

¢ Christian proclaimer within forty
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miles, known to me. Here I am all
alone, contending as best I can, for
the truth, against every imaginable
species of bigotry, ignorance and
prejudiee, which a sectarian people is
capable of | Is there no help for
me? There are three Churches, in
this county, and some 150 membgrs.
Through my humble instramentality
there has been some one hundred ac-
cessions to the good cause, within the
three last years. We are poor, buta
working people. We suffered much
from the late war. We need help,
but have never asked for it. Our
object is, to be “rich in faith.”

Is not the South a fine missionary
field ? hy compass sea and land
then?

Yours in Christ,
L. D. RANDOLPH.

Big Pond, Ala., Jan.,1870.

Bro. Lipscomb: I want to say
Amen, to the article writen by you
in No. 49 Gospel Advocate, under
the caption of “ Bible Colleges.” I
was well pleased with your reply
to the brethren in Alabama; never
would have known that it was awk-
wardly done, if the graceful brother
of the Times had not written
his article. Bro. Lipscomb, con-
tinue to think and write in your
awkward manner, and many who love
all such awkwardness will unite in
asking Heaven’s richest blessings to
rest upon you. The good cause is
still onward at the various points I
have vyisited, in Jackson county, Ten-
nessee and Monroecounty, Kentucky.
There has been about forty additions
within the last few months.

H.M.LOVELADY.

Gibbs’ Cross Roads, Tenn.

Bro. Lipscamb : There have been
about forty additions to the South
Warsaw congregation the present
year.

T am-trying to get ag many as pos-
sible to subscribe for some of our
papers. If you have a few extra
copies of the Advocaté send them to
meand I will try to introduce it
among the brethren here. °

The brethren have recently organ-
ized a congregation at Lima, Allen
county. The cause is prospering
here quite well, to the God be all the
praise.

Your brother in Christ,

W. D. TAYLOR.
Lima, Ohio.

Bros. Lipscomb & Sewell : During
the lust six months, I have had, in
all, about fifty additions. Peopleare
generally disposed to hear, when they
understand what is preached. Much
of the preaching of the age is not
adapted to the minds of the masses.
I am happy to say, thatso faras I
have informed myself, the brethren
are glad that you haveassociated with
Bro. Sewell in editing the paper. Go
on, your paper is doing good. May
the Lord bless you and make your
paper a blessing.

T. M. SWEENEY.

Leona, Texas.

Bro. Lipscomb: I preached at a
private house, on Thursday night,
November 4th, in Burleson county,
Texas, by request—just after which
I started to move to this (Wood)
county-—at the conclusion of my dis-
course three persons came forward
and confessed Christ, and were im-
mersed ; one from the Baptists, one
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from the Cumberland Presbyterian
and one from the world.
W. LYLES.
Quitman, Texas.

Bro. Lipscomb : L have peen preach-
ing this year in the counties of Obion,
and Weakly, where I have co-operat-
ed with brothers H. D. Bantau, Johd
Nash and others. At the the differ-
ent points where I have labored there
have been about forty additions ; and
at some points mach prejudice has
been removed, and good seed sown
that will bring forth fruit hereafter.

Your brother in Christ,
1. C. SEWELL.

*Union City, Tenn.

Bro. Lipscomb: 1 send you two
dollars and fifty cents for the Advo-
cate, for 1870. T hope to be able to
send you some more names and money
from Cross Roads.

Bro. Smithson has been with usall
the Christmas. We have a protracted
meering at Cross Roads every Christ-
mas, by this course we keep young
members from straying off and edify
the older members.

Truly you brother,
SMITH BOWLIN.
Bell Buckle, Tenn.

Bro. Lipscomb: QUuErY? Why is
it so common for people to speak of
the Savior’s three hours’ suffering on
tHe cross. ) '

Can you not inform your readers
that it was six hours from the crugi-
fixion to the expiration.

Yours respectfully,
U. WRIGHT.

Dry Fork, Ky.

$of which Sister

Bro. Lipscomb : 1 enclose you Ex-
change on New York, for $30, $20

sends, and $10 Sister
for the cause of Christ in the South.
knowing your impartiality and your
ability to distribute, I send the money
to you.

Trusting you may find a good and
useful place for it, I remain your

brother in Christ.
L. H. COLEMAN.
Sprinuficld. 111, .

Bro. Lipscomb; Enclosed find
check for $42 50. TForty dollars for
the poor, to be distributed as you
think best.

. A FRIEND.
Louisville, Ky.

Y

Words of Endouragement.

In addition to the letter we publish
elsewhere, we give a few extracts
from brethren in distant sections.
Bro. W. T. Crenshaw, from Morri-
son, Mo., writes: “I do not ask any
improvement in matter or style of
the Advocate, if we can only get it
regularly as it is, filled with lessons
of true wisdom, we will be satified.”

Bro. Meny, of Dover, Mo. says:
“Continue all your numbers to this
office, and I will send more money.
We in this county, regard the Advo-
cate as the best of our papers.

Bro. McGaughey, of Monroe, Ga.,
writes : “I am well pleased with the
Grospel Advocate, think it, one of
the best papers I ever read. Noman
or woman can read and practjce its
teachings without being a better per-
gon, without living nearer to God and
walking closer in the path marked
out by Christ and his Apostles for
us.”
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The Oash System--The Lord.s Plan.

Bro. Lipceomb : Next year I oe-
cupy the Evangelical field in North-
east Georgia. No salary promised.
The brethren say I shall be-sustained.
I go out under the cash system—the
" Dbrethren all oppose the old eredit
system. I believed they learned it
from you. I visit the month of Jan-
uary, four of the most prominent
churches, Antioch, Union, Corinth
and Chapel, and hope to be able to
forward you a good list of names. I
will do all I can for you.

Praying God to bless you and to
give the Advocate an enlarged circu-
lation, I am sincerely yours in Christ.

P. F. LAMAR.

Jefferson, Ga.

W give the foregoing extract from
a private letter, from Bro. Lamar, for
the sake of aremark. If the brethren
bave learned the whole lesson we en-
deavored to teach them, and will
faithfully practice it, we will be per-
fectly willing to underwrite a guaran-
tee for an improved manner of get-
ting on, more complete harmony be-
tween the teacher and the taught, and
a more satisfactory style of living
and more true enjoyment of a pure
holy spirituality in Christ Jesus.
But the Lord’s plan is one that must
be taken as a whole, and heartily
practiced to be effective. It was nev-
er ordained for doubters, half believ-
ers or those not in earnest. God
never intended his course to suceeed
in the hands of those not truly and
thoroughly devoted to Christ. So
when men are only half in earnest ag
Christians, they must invent some
other way of acting than the Lord’s
way.

Now if our brethren will adopt the
cash plan of living throughout, it
will succeed, but if they adopt only
the cash plan with reference to the
Church and run in debt for property,
for fine apparel, togratify their pride,
lust or appetite, the result.will be,
they will never have any cash for the
Lord, If wegoin debt toor for the
Devil ke will always keep us so hard
rup, we will never have any cash for
the Lord. Wehavealways insisted ¢ if
it is lawful to go in debt, it is lawful
to do so to advance the cause of
Christ. The lesson we have endeavor-
ed to teach is to be economical, indug-
trious and prudent. Never spend a
dime before you get it. You will al-
ways then have something. Give,
then, freely as the Lord has prosper-
yon. The Jew never gave less than
a tenth of his earnings. The Christ-
ian who enjoys much higher advant-
ages, and whose honor as a Christian
has been trusted rather than have a
specific tax laid on him should not
think of doing less. He should give
of the first fruits of his earnings.
He should not spend what his pride,
his appetite or his love of gain
prompts and then give the, pittance
remaining to the Lord. But when
he receives the reward for his labor,
he should then consecrate of it, first
to the Lord. Lay aside the Lord’s
portion first. Do this of the bright-
est and best dollars you have, not the
mutilated, doubtful pieces. God
never would accept as an offering any
save the best. The first born of the
family, of the herd, that without spet
or blemish, was his. None other
would he have. 8o of your earnings
take the first fruits for the Lord.
‘Take the newest, best bill, or the
brightest dollar and give conscien-
ciously and you will be blessed.
Blessed not only spiritually, but we
have a strong confidence that a man
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or woman pursuing this course will
be blessed in his basket and store.
You will, by this means, have to sup-
ply the necessities of your teacher or
other servant, to help the poor and:

afflicted and magnify very greatly the :

name of Christ in your midst. Your-

gelves will be saved from harassmenty
But the ré-:

trouble and difficulties.
ligiont of Christ, the plan of the Lord

cannot be dove-tailed into any system'}
of human machinery or manner off§

living other than that ordained of
God. Who ever will adopt the Lord’s

rules and plans as a wholé and live in §

accordance with them will be blessed,
and in no other way can any child of
mortality enjoy the fullness of the
blessings of our Father who is in

Heaven.
D. L.~

Ter MagoNic REecorp, John
Frizzell & Co., editor and proprietors,
Nashville, Tenn., a monthly of 64
pages, devoted to the interésts of the
Masonic Fraternity and to general
literature. The January number is
before us.  Itis beautifully printed,
on excellent paper, and is altogether
a handsome publication. Terms $3

lper annum.

TeE Sunday Magazine for Janu-
ary is oh our table, and is ahandsome
some journal, with interesting and
instructive articles. Edited by Dr.
Gtuthrie, and published by Lipincott
& Co,, Philadelphia.  Price, $3 50

per annum.

CHANGE oF RESIDENOE.~—Bro. L.
C. Sewell has located at Troy, Tenm.,
at whie place his friends can address’
him.

FIRE-SIDE DEPARTMENT.,

“ Angels Unawares."”

BY T. POWELL,

Littla can we tell who share
Our household hearth of love and care!

Therefore with grave tenderness
Should*we strive to cheer and bless

All who live this little life—
Hushand, children, sire or wife—

Lest we wrong some seraph here,
‘Who has left o starry sphere.

Bxiled from the Heavens abave,,
To fulfil & mortal love.

To the Little Folks,

In my last I promised little Snsie,
of Panola, Miss., to say s$omething
about the intermediate state between
death and the resurrection. I have
had & job of work to do, which has
kept me so busy for many days that I
 have had some delay in redeeming my
promise. I have been fearful that
Susie and the most of my little read-
ers would become' impatient. ~You
¢ must bear with Uncle Joe this time
for he often thought of you during
his toils, and was anxzidus to commu-
nicate with you at the earliest oppor-
tunity. In the American Christian
Review, of the 23d of November, I
find an article on the intermediate
state, written by Bro.J. 8.Bell, which
¢ corresponds so well with my viéws
that I shall avail myself of the benefit
of his labor in telling you what I have
to say on this subject. In 'the first
' place, my little readers, we learn from
the writings of Josephus, the great
 Jewish historian, who was in the city
of Jerusalem when it was destroyed,
in the year 70, that the Jews enter-
tained the idea that there, is beyond
.the grave, a place which they called
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Hades. That thesouls of the depart- ¢ neither did the thief-—neither does
ed go to this place immediately after { any, one. * Those who live obedient
death. That there are two seperate { and faithful servants of the Lord till
and distinet departments in Hades; death, die in the Lord, ¢ fall asleep
the one called Paradise, and the other {ia: Jesus,” as Paul _expresses it.
Tartarns. Paradise was sometimes { When Jesus shall appear the second
called Abrgham’s Bosom. Paradisetime all who are in their graves shall,
is the abode of righteous spirits, and {.come forth——Death and Hades shall
Tartarus that of the wicked. This{gine up their dead, and, “all shall

was the understanding the Jews had
in the days of the Savior. When

app¢hr before the judgment seat of
Chpibt, that every one mayreceive the

Jesus spoke to the péople conterning { things, in the body, ageording to that

the state of the dead and used the
terms they themselveswere in the
habit of using, he certainly used them
in the sense which they were accus-
tomed to, or he would have explain-

be Hath done, whether good or evil,”
« they that have done good unto the
resurrection of life, and they that
have done evil to the resurrection of
ooix,demnation. ” ¢« 'When Christ, our

ed that he used them ‘ina diﬁ‘erentﬁlifb., ghall appear, then shall” the

sense ; otherwise they would not have
understood him, and he would have,
talked to no purpose. To the thief
on the cross Jesus said, *‘ This day
shalt thou be with me in Paradise.”
He certainly used the word paradise
in the sénse in which it was then
generally understood, that is an in-
termedjate state hetween death and
the resurrection for the departed
gpirits .of the righteous. It coumld
not be that he meant Heaven, the
final abode of the righteous after the
judgment,; for two reasons : first, his
language did not convey that idea to
his hearers. Second, Jesus did not
ascend to Heaven the day he was
crucified ; for on the morning of his
resurrection he said to Mary, ¢ Touch
me not; for I am not yet ascended to
my Father. ” He and the thief had
been in the same place after death fo-
gether. He hagd left the thjef and
arisen from the dead. Where had he
left him? Notin Heaven, evidently.
If Jegus did not go to Heavenimme-
diately after he “ gave up his spirit,”’

righteous “also appear with him jn
glory”—and not ¢l then. There
would be no consistency in departed
Spirits going immediately after death,
to their final destiny, and after
wards being brought to judgment,
neither do the Scriptures teach this.

Pétersaid in his day, ¢ David isnot
ascended ints the heavens.”” The
host of worthy patriarchs that Paul
mefitions in the eleventh chapter of
Hebrews. though they all had ob-
tained a good report through faith,
received not the promise, that they
. without us should not be made per-
foct. Then, my little readers, the
idea that we so often hear advanced,
that the soul is wafted to its final

‘ destiny as soonas it leavesthebody, is

incorrect; has no authority in the
Bible. I might say much more to
you on this subject, but it is thought
the foregoing is sufficient. Let me
say to you. “Be faithful until
‘death, and you shall receive a crown
of life.”” Paul said ‘there remains

for me a crown of righteousness
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which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
shall give me at that day, and not ta
me only, but to all them also that
love his appearing. Then my dear
little folks, let us all strive to
receive that crown of righteousness,
How happy - the thought, that when
the last trump shall sound, the spir-
its of those who are asleep in Jesus
will arise, their bodies come forth
from their graves, and in this newly
created state, they shall be caught
up to meet Jesus in the air, and sobe
forever present with the Lord.

R UNCLE JOE.

Y

Food for the Lambs.

—

L4
THE LORD’S LIFE INSURANCE.

The effects of war do uot pass away
with the loud cannon’sroar, the rattle
of musketry, the rush to and fro of
soldiery, maneuvering of hosts, plant-
ing of batteries, advancing and re-
treating, encamping and decamping.
The armless and legless are living
monuments of the terrific strife of
the past, The degp furrows digged
in the bosom of mother earth remain
for coming generations to wonder at
and sadden over the folly of fathers.
but the still deeper trenches made in
the hearts of the grieving ones, are
regarded by the indifferent world as
the small thingd. The storm cloud
has left the zenith clear, but the sul-
len banks of sorrow hang heavily
over the hearts of many hidden frdm
the eyes of the busy, the giddy, "the
gay, by the mists of the distant hors
izont. Such a gloom enshrouded the
house of 8. B. He returned from
the war only to die in peace, in thé
arms of his family and be buried by

hig neighbors. He did not have his
life insured and his little family were
left to draw their support as best they
could. Application was made to the
church and the demands of the ocea-
gionwere supplied. Paul had said
that those who will not work shall not

eat”and again the beneficiary of the
 church must be three score yearsand of

a -h{gh order of character. The gecond
demand was satisfied and she was in-
formed that she must go to work.

‘' What must I do? she asked. What

can a woman do ? Iremember how she
saddened, at first, and then became
offended, when told that christians
must work. There being nothing
better, she was advised to ingure at

1 ocne, by diligence, in the Lord’s Life

Ingurance company. The idea is cur-
rentin the world, that women can do

.nothing. Godmade the world and he

made woman and there is much for
herto do. But the widow has regain-
ed-her good humor, and has made
this year, a bale of cotton and picked
enough besides to support her little

' family, hasa stock of hogs,some goats

and lives independently in the enjoy-
ment of a nice little policy in the In-
dustrial Frugal Life Insurance Com-
pany. The Lord presides over this.
It is true it takes a little annual pains
and perseverance to_keep the family

'machinery greased. I have never
'seen more concern manifested about

this life, than at this time. Itis
nothing uncommon to hear men,
strong and healthy, complain that
they cannot make a living for their
families. Some move off, others
brood in sorrow, over conjectured
evils, interspersing their sighs with
the chorus “ Bad Luck,” Much of
the difficulty, I fear, arises from a
disposition to mix ease with the mat-
ter of life. To an industrious and
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economical man, the troubles in the
way of making s living, are small.
It is to the indolent, improvident, ex-
travagant, easeloving thatlife is a bur-
den, and there are somesuch in the
church. Paul said that a man should
work 50 as to give to others who are
in need : But the home needs of a
large per centum of christians are so
great that they cannot see other’s
wants from behind them. Paul

thought that christians should take
care of their aged parents and widows.
Inr some countries children strive
with one another about taking care of
their aged parents, each anxious to do
it. I have known some in this coun-
try to guarrel about the same cause,
each anxious to get rid of the trouble.
I have known furthermore, some
young. men, who would not get
married because they could not, as
they said, take care of a wife. When
a man cannot take care of one wife
with all the interest that may accrue
single or compound, a father, a moth-
er and still have to give to ‘the poor
and communicate to the necessities
of some who like Paul preached to the
poor, it is a poor ecomment upon
his energy, providence and frugality.
But in order to succeed thus a man
mustfollow Paul’s instructions to the
Romans. ¢ Be not slothful in busi-
mess.” A leisure hunter, ¢ goslow”
kind of man cannot succeed. It is
not the absolute necessaries of life
that make it burdensome, but it's
luxuries. Thirteen bushels of corn
at a cost of thirteen dollars, one hun-
dred and fifty pounds of meat cost
say thirty dollars, a few dollars worth
of the stouter fabrics of the times, fill
the bill of a¢tual needs. Xt is when
men and women become worshippers
of the two great goddesses of the [}I] 8.
to wit: Luxury and Fashion, that
they become abject slaves and bow
the face as hewers of wood and draw-
ers of water. Paul said “be not con-
formed to this world.” How much,
trying to be like the world, costs

-Creesus to Solon:

christians annually will never be esti-
mated til the long lines of figures and
facts confront us at the day of judg-
ment. Itis then the extended ac-
count for coffees, teas, sweefs, sours,
spices, tobaccos, snuffs, cigars, mer-
shaums, liquors, exotic nuts, and
fruits, silks, satins, merinos, cassi-
meres, cloths, lices, leghorns, frills,
flawers, whalebones, jets, diamonds,
pearls, curled horse hair and every
other kind that will frizz, will stand
in fearful preponderance over the
ministrations to the sick, the poor
aud the gospel. These are things
that make life drag heavily. Do you
know any man happier than I? said
Yes auswered the
sage of Greece, a poor husbandman

of Achaia. Werethat Merchant
brother who dresses his wife in all
the extravagant splendor of the age,
and rejoices that she attracts the ad-
miring gaze of the blind devotees of
madame Fashion, to ask me knowest
thou any more happy than I? I
would be compelled to respond, yes
the poor woman who by honest toil
of her own hands draws her support
from the Lords Working Insurance
Company. Hermind is not fretted
by the disquieting desire to have the

world see a display of her fashiona-

ble taste. Industry then belongs to
the christian life along with temper-
ance, patience ete. A lagy christian
does not sound right and there is
nothing of the kind. Any thing that
draws man awsy from the exercise
of his working faculties is wrong.
There are too many young do-noth-
ingers, girls and boys, put them to
work. No doubt if there were more
like Paul who mixed with their
preaching, a little hand-exercise for
support and fewer salaried pastors
the church would be purer. Work
has a purifying effect upon society.
Idleness breeds mischief.
THE LITTLE MAN.
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Hereditary Total Depravity.

BY T.'W. BRENTS.

Having previously disposed of un-
conditional Election and Reprobation
as taught by the Presbyterian Confes-
sion we come now, to notice another
doctrine taught by the same authority
as well as by most of the denomina-
tions, which obtains much more gen-
eral acceptance than the Calvinistic
view of election and reprobation ; but
which isequally fatal to the obedience
of faith required in the Gospel, to
which we deem it proper to call atten-
tion before we set out to learn the
duty of man in order to his adoption
into the family of God. This is what
is called by its advocates
“HEREDITARY TOTAL DEPRAVITY.”

We will make a few quotations
from the Presbyterian Confession of
Faith,as the highest authority of which
we know that contains this doctrine,
which will correctly set it before the
reader. And we do not make these
quotations for the purpose of follow-
ing this doctrine into all its legiti-
mate regults in detail, but for the pur-

pose of showing i#s bearing upon the
subject of obedience to God.

¢ By this sin (eating the forbidden
fruit) they (our first parents) fell
from their original righteousness and
communion with God, and so became
dead in sin and wholly defiled in all
the faculties and parts of soul and
body. They being the root of all
mankind, the guilt of this sin was
imputed, and the same death in sin
and corrupted nature conveyed to all
their posterity-descending from them
by ordinary generation. From this
original corruption, whereby we are
utterly indisposed, disabled and made
opposite to all good, and wholly in-
clined to all evil, do proceed all actual
transgressions.”

Now it seems to us that if this pic-
ture correctly represents the disposi-
tion of the human heart at birth, the
Devil can be no worse.  His Satanic
majesty cannot be more than utterly
indisposed, disabled, and opposite to
all good and wholly inclined to all
evil. Nor can we very well see how
man can get any worse in the scale of
moral turpitude. He cannot get
worse than wholly defiled in all the
faculties of soul and body; and this

L



50

is his condition at birth, if the doe-
trine be true; yet Paul tells Timothy
that “evil men and sedugers shall
wax worse and worse,” 2 Tim. iii: 13.
How can they get worse? °~ Wholly
defiled in-all-the faculties of soul and
body! Opposite to all good and
wholly inclined to all evil, and still
wax worse and worse!! Does not
the common obgervation of every man
contradict this doctrine? The theory
is, as we shall see directly, that this
corrupt nature remaing until the man
is converted to christianity, as some
teach, while others insist that it re-
mains throughlife even in those truly
regenerated. Then we cannot be
wholly defiled, opposite to allgood by
nature ; for we see many men Who
make no pretension to ehristianity at
all, quite as ready to visit the sick and
administer to the wants of the poor,
as many who claim to have had their
hearts cleansed by the Spirit of God.
These persons are surely not op-
posed to all good while thus doing
good ; if they are, then their feelings
and actions are strangely inconsis-
tent.

But we are told that from this ori-
ginal corruption do proceed all actual
Aransgressions, If this be true, how
came Adamtosin? This corruption
of nature is the cause of all actual
transgression, and it was the conse-
quence of Adam’s sin but not the
. cause of it, according to the theory ;
and hence lie was not under its in-
fluence until after he sinned. As
this inherited corruption of nature is
the source of all actual transgression
now, what caused his transgression
then? His transgression must have
been caused by some other influence
than the corruption of nature sup-
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A A AP AN
posed to be the consequence of his
sin ; and if so, why may not the same
or similar causesinfluence othersnow?
‘We are now subject to many tempta-
tions from which he—was—then free.
He could not have been tempted to
steal from his neighbor for there was
no one then living to be his neighbor,
and no one owned any thing but him-
self. He could not have been tempt-
ed to kill, for there was no person to
kill but his wife. He could not have
had a temptation to adultery, for the
only woman on the earth was his wife.
Notwithstanding he was free from
many sources of temptation that beset
our pathway, he failed in the first
trial he had of which we have a re-
cord. Then surely other causes than
corruption, inherited from him on ac-
count of his sin, may cause transgres-
sion now.

But we are told that ¢ this their
sin Gtod was pleased, according to his
wise and holy counsel, to permit,
having purposed to order it to his
own glory.” Chapter 6, Sec. 1. It
does not seem to us that “ permit” is
exactly the word here. We have al-
ready been told that “God from all
eternity did by the most wise and holy
counsel of his own will, freely and un-
changably ordain whatsoever comes
to pass.”” It did come to pass that
they ate of the fruit whereof God
commanded them not to eat. Then
does it not follow that God not only
permitted them toeat, but unchang-

ably ordained that they should eat
the fruit, and violafe the law he had .
given, having ¢ purposed to order it
to his own glory.”

But how God could be glorified by
this violation of his law, especially if
we contemplate it’s results in the
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light of this theory, we are not very
well prepared to see. We have been
accustomed to think that the best
way to glorify God was to honor his
authority by obedience to his com-
mands. How could God be glorified
by the direct violation of his positive
command, when it made man wholly
defiled in all the faculties of soul and
body? Did he glory in man becom-
ing opposite to all good and wholly
inclined to all evil, that he might
puaish him in hell forever? Could
there beé any justice in placing man
under a law which God had unchang-
ably ordained he shouldbreak? Was
it not downright mockery for God to
command him to obey when he had
previously decreed that he should
disobey.?

But was God glorified by the cor-
ruption of his creature, man? Let
ussee. “And Godsaw that the wick-
edness of man was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually. And it repented the
Lord that he had made man on the
earth,and it grieved him at his heart.”
Gen. vi: 5,6. Did God grieve on
account of his own glorification? If
God was glorified by Adam’s sin, the
consequence of which was the entire
corruption of the nature of his off-
spring, from whence flow all actual
transgressions, the wickedness of the
antediluvians was as much the result
of it as the wickedness of any other
people; hence, we cannot see how he
would grieve over the result of an act
which he had previously determined
to order to his own glory, and which
he had unchangably ordained should
come 10 pass.

Again : Would God have given man

a command that he had unchangably
fore-ordained to be broken, that he
might subject himto ¢ death, with all
miseries, spiritual, temporal,and eter-
nal,” then tell us that he ¢ so loved
the world thathe gave his only begot-
ten Son that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life,”” John iii: 16; and at
the same time restrict the benefits of
his death to a few elect ones, and
allow the Devil to have the many, and
thus be glorified by their destruction
—it being no fault of theirs? Butif
all actual transgressions proceed from
this supposed corruption of nature,
it is difficult to account for the differ-
ence of inclination to sin, which we
see manifested by different persons.
We are accustomed to expectthe same
cause when surrounded by the same
circumstances, to produce the same
effect on all occasions; yet we see
persons, even in the same family, sur-
rounded by as nearly the same cir-
cumstances as human beings can be in
this life, somewhat differently inclined
to sin, and as circumstances differ
these differences increase until one is a
moral, upright man, another a drunk-
ard, another a thief, and another a
murderer. Can any one tell, in keep-
ing with this theory, why Cain killed
his brother? They were both pos-
gessed of the same corrupt nature,
and precisely to the same extent.
Why, then, was onemore vicious than
the other? We cannot increase or
intensify the meaning of such words
as wholly, all, total, etc. We cannot
say more wholly defiled, more all the
faculties, more all evil, more all good.
If all Adam’s progeny are wholly de-
filed in all the faculties of soul and
body, opposed to all good and wholly
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inclined to all evil, Cain could not

have been more corrupt than Abel.

And if this" corrupt nature is the
source of all actual transgressions, it

was the cause of Cain’s sin; and
Abel being possessed of this-corrup-
tion of nature to the same extent,
would have been just as much inclin-
ed to kill Cain, as Cain would have
been to kill Abel. Men differ as
widely in their inclinations to sin as
it is possible for them to differ in
anything ; and they could not thus
differ if the same corrupt nature in-
fluenced all, and was possessed by all
to the same extent.

But worse still. From our stand
point the theory necessarily damns

every infant that dies ininfaney. It

all infants come into the world with
natures inherited from our first
parents, wholly defiled ‘in all the fa-
culties of soul and body, then those
who die in infancy must go to Hell
on account of this defilemént, or go
to Heavenin this defilement, or they
must have it removed in some way
vnknown to the Bible. The makers
of the creed plainly saw this difficulty,
and attempted to provide for it.
Chapter x : Sec. 3. They tell us that
“ elect infants, dying in infancy, are
regenerated and saved by Christ
through the Spirit, who worketh
when and where and how he pleageth.”
Thus they provide for elect infants
dying in infan¢y; but they make no
effort to save any but the elect, tell-
ing us plainly that Christ died for
none others.

But the Calvinists are buta very
small part of those who adopt this
theory—how will the others escape?

The Cumberland Presbyterian Con-
fession of Faith substitutes the word
all for elect, thus ¢ All infants dying

in infancy are regenerated and saved
by Christ, through the Spirit who
worketh when, and where, and how
he pleaseth,” Chap. x: Sec. 3. And
how did the auwthors kpow this?

 Where is the proof that Christ, by

the Spirit removes this depravity
from those dying in infancy and al-
lows it to remain in the living enes?
The creed refers us to Luke xviii:
15,16. ‘“And they breught unto
him also infants, that he would touch
them ; but when his disciples saw it,
they rebuked them. But Jesus call-’
ed them unto him, and, said, ‘suffer
little children to come unto me, and
forbid them not : for of such is the
Kingdom of God.’ “ We have two
objections to this preef, First; These
were living, and not dead or dying
children; how can it, thereforg prove
anything about what the Spirit does
for those dying in infancy. Becond:
1t proves just the opposite of infantile
depravity. If Jesushad said, “Suf-
fer little children to come, and forbid
them not, that the total depravity
and corruption of their little defiled
hearts may be removed by the Spirit;
for of such as they will then be is
the Kingdom of God’—then the
text would have been appropriate.
But as it is, it would fill the King-
dom of God with subjects wholly de-
filed in all the faculties of soul and
and body, opposed to all good, and
wholly inclined to all evil.  “Suffer
little children to come unto me, and
forbid them net, for of such (not as
they will be, but are now) is the
Kingdom of God "——that is, of such
total depravity, and subjects wholly
defiled in all the faculties of soul
and body, is the Kingdom of God!!!

Mr. Jeter, the great Baptist lumin-
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ary of Virginia, says: ¢ Infants
dying in infancy, must, by some pro-
cess, known or unknown, be freed
from depravity—morally renewed—
or regenerated, or they can never bé
saved—never participate in the joys
of Heaven.” Jeter's Campbellism
Re-examined, pages 51-2. And on
page 49 he says: “I shall now pro-
ceed to show that in the case of dying
infants and idiots, regeneration takes
place by the ageney of the Spirit
without the word.” Thus we see
that one error assumed and adopted
creates the necessity for, perhaps
many others. The false assumption
that infants are wholly depraved has
forced upon these authors and - their
ilk, the doctrine of infant regenera-
tion and abstract spiritual influences.
Nor is this all.
JSant baptism originated here.

Does any one demand proof? Dr.
Wall, the most voluminous and au-
thoritative writer that has ever wield-
ed a penin defence of Infant baptism,
says:

“ And you will see in the following
quotations that they often conclude the
necessity of baptism for the forgive-
ness of sins, even of a child that is
but a day old.” 'Wall's history, vol.
1, page 48. After making a quota-
tion from Justin Maftyr, who wrote
about 40 years after the Apostles
and about A. D. 140, our author
says: “I Tecite this only to showthat
in these times, so very near the
Apostles, they spoke of original sin
affecting all mankind descended of
Adam ; and understood, that besides
the actual sins of each particular
person there is in our nature itself,
since the fall, something that needs
redemption and forgiveness by the
merits of Christ. And that is ordi-
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narily applied to every particular
person by baptism.” Ibid 64.

On pages 1045, Dr. Wall quotes
Origen as follows:

¢ Besides all this, let it be consid-
ered, what is the reason that whereas
the baptism of the Church is given
for forgiveness of sins, infants also
are by the usage of the Church bap-
tized ; when if there were nothing in
infants that wanted forgiveness and
mercy, the grace of baptism would be
needless to them. * * *
Infants are baptized for the forgive-
ness of sins. Of what sins? Or
when have they sinned? Or how
can any reason of the laver in their
case hold good, but according to that
sense that we mentioned even now:
none is free from pollution, though
hig lifé be but of the length of one
day upon the earth? And it is for
that reason because by the sacrament
of baptism the pollution of our birth
is taken away, that infants are bap-
tized.”

In the writings of Cyprian, bishop
of Carthage, is a letter written by a
council of sixty-six bishops to one
Fidus, about the close of the second
century. Dr. Wall gives that part of
this letter which pertains to the sub-
ject in hand ; and says of it: “These
bishops held, that to suffer the infant
to die unbaptized was to endanger its
salvation.”” Wall’'s history, vol. 1,
page 139.

In support of infant baptism, Mr.
Wesley says: “Xf infants are guilty
of original sin, then they are proper
subjects of baptism, seeing, in the or-
dinary way, they cannot be saved un-
less this be washed away by baptism.
It has been already proved that this
original stain cleaves to every child
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of man, and that hereby they are
children of wrath, and liable to eter-
nal damnation.” This comes to us
not only as written by Mr. Wesley
but it was ¢ Published by order of
the- -General Conference”™ in New
York, in 1850. Doctrinal Tracts
page 251. Many other quotations
might be given from various authors
held in high esteem by the various
parties of these days; but surely
these are sufficient to show that in-
fant baptism grew out of the false
assumption that infants are totally
depraved in all thefaculties and parts
of soul and body—children of wrath,
and liable to efernal damnation for
Adam’s sin unless baptized. We
know that modern defenders of the
practice are unwilling to admit this;
but Dr. Wall, as a histerian, givesau-
thority for what he says; and histor-
ical facts, though ignored, can not be
wiped out. They are events of the
past and must so remain though
erased from the pages of every book
onearth. If, therefore, we have suc-
ceeded, or do succeed in showing that
the dogma of hereditary total deprav-
ity is untrue we will have shown,
not only that man has the power to
believe and obey God, but also that
the doctrine of abstract spiritual in-
Jluences, infant regeneration, and <n-
JSantbaptism, as dependencies upon it,
are necessarily untrue. Then let us
continde our examination of it. If
Adam’s posterity inherited the corrapt
nature described after the fall, then
why do not children of Christians in-
herit their parent’s purified natures
after their conversion? Surely if
God directly controlled the matter,
he would have had as much pleasure
in the transmission of purity of na-
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ture to the children of the faithful,
as he would have had in entailing
corruption of nature on the children
of the disobedient. And if he had
not specially controlledit; but left it
to the laws of nature, we can see no
reason why purity of heart would not
have been as readily transmitted to
the children of the Christian, as de-
filement of nature would have been
to the children of the wicked. But
the creed tells us that ‘This ecorrup-
tion of nature, during this life, doth
remain in those that areregenerated.”
Presbyterian Confession Chapt. 6,
Sec. b, page 41. Here, as usual, the
oreed and the Bible are in direct an-
tagonism. When Peter addressed
*his fellow Apostles and elders, on
one ocgagion, he said: “ Men and
brethren, ye know how that a good
while ago God made choice among us
that the Grentiles by my mouth should
hear the Word of the Gospel and
believe. And God, which knoweth
the hearts, bare them witness, giving
them the Holy Ghost even as unto
us; and put no difference between us
and them, purifying their hearts by
faith.” Acts xv: 7,8, 9. In wri-
ting to his brethren he says: “Seeing
you have purified your soulsin obey-
ing the truth.” 1 Peter i: 22. Now
if this corruption remains in those
who are truly converted, how is it
possible for persons to be wholly de-
filed in all the faculties and parts of
goul and body, utterly indisposed,
disabled, opposite to all good, and
wholly inclined to all evil as deseribed
by the creed, and yet their hearts
purified by faith, and their souls by

obedience, as described by Peter.
Surely the converts to the creed are
not the brethren of Peter; nor are

they the blest of the Lord for he
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says, “Blessed are the pure in heart
for they shall see God.” Matt. v: 8.

Jesus, in his explanation to the
parable of the sower,—Luke viii: ‘15
says, ‘But that on the good ground
are they which, in an honest and good
heart, having heard the word, keep
it,and bring forth fruit with patience.”
If there was not another passage of
Secripture in the Bible bearing on the
subject this one would be quite suf-
ficient to spoil the whole theory.
Had Jesus been educated in the theo-
logical schools of our day, he would
not have spoken of honest and good
hearts receiving the word, for he
would have been therein taughtthat
there arenonesuch ; but, on the contra-
ry, all Adam’s race are wholly defiled
inall thefaculties of soul and body, op-
posed to all good and wholly inclined
to all evil. Itseems to us that all
speculative theorizing about doubtful
interpretations of Scripture, to sus-
tain our favorite dogma, should bend
before such direct, plain, and positive
statements of the Savior, as the above
quoted.

But we are told in the creed that
our natures are not only made totally
corrupt by Adam’s sin, but that the
GUILT of it was imputed to all his
descendents. This weregard asa fa-
tal mistake growing out of a failure
to discriminate between guil¢ and con-
sequences. It is certainly, true that
we suffer in consequence of Adam’s
sin but that we arein any sense guilty
of it, or morally accountable for jt,
is not exactly clear to us. To suffér
the consequences of an act is one
thing; but to be held guilty of it, by
imputation or otherwise, is quite a
different thing. A man, for illustra-
tion, may own an estate sufficient to

abundantly supply the wants of his
family for life; but by gambling he
may have it all swept away in a single
day. His wife and children may be
reduced to poverty and want by -his
wickedness, and they are thus made
to keenly feel the consequences of his
act, but surely no one would regard
them guilfy in consequence of their
misfortune. So we suffer death as a
conseqtience of Adam’s sin, as we
will more clearly see directly: but
this is not quite sufficient to show that
we are guilty of, or responsible for it.
If we are guilty of, or responsible
for his first sin why are we not ac-
countable for all otherf sins committed
by him? As he was childless when
driven from the garden, and-was an
hundred and thirty years old when
Seth, hig third son, of which we have
an account, was born, and was nine
hundred and thirty years old when
he died, it follows that he lived more
than eight hundred years after eating
the interdicted fruit. It is next to
certain, therefore, that he did many
things wrong during this long period.
Is their any good reason why we are
guilty of his first sin, and guilty of
no other sin committed by him? And
if we are responsible for, and guilty
of Adam’s sin are we not equally
guilty of all the sins committed by
our own father? He is much nearer
us than Adam, and we can plainly see
in ourselves some things inherited
from him. If then we are guilty of
the sins of Adam, we see no escape
from the guilt of our father’s sin.
And as these are but two extremes
in the long chain of parentage’from
us to Adam, we can see no reason
why we may not be held guilty ac-
cording to the same rul, of all the
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sins of @very parent between them;
if so, well may wd ask “Lord who
then can be saved?”” When we do
the best we can, we have quite
enough in our own record to answer
for; and if we are thus-charged with
the sins of those who have lived be-
fore us, then the last lingering ray of
hope for the salvation of man is for-
ever extinguished. We are encour-
aged, however, by the fact thgt God
has contradicted the whole theory,
saying, “The soul that sinneth it
shall die. The son shall not bear
the iniquity of the father, neither
shall the father bear the iniquity of
the son: the righteousness of the
righteous shall be upon him, and the
wickedness of the wicked shall be
upon him.” Ezk. xviii: 20. Tt
seems to us that the prophetintended
to describe the false reasoners of our
day, when he said, “The Gentiles
shall come unto thee from the ends
of the earth and shall say, surely our
fathers have inherited lies, vanity,
and things wherein there is no profit.”’
Jer. xvi: 19.

But is it possible, in the nature of
things, that sin can be transmitted
from parent to child? In order to
arrive at a satisfactory solution of
this question, it may be well to ascer-
tain what sin is. And this we can
do with great certainty, for we have
a definition of it given by inspiration.
John says: “Sin is the transgression
of the law.” 1 Johniii:
light of this definition, how is it pos-
sible that a transgression by one man
may be transmitted to another, or
from parent to child? God has said,
“ Thou shalt not kill.” In violation
of this law, a man thrusts a dagger

4. Inthejj;

of a father cannot possibly begome the
act of his child; nor can the child
be made responsible forit. He may
approve the act and for this approval
may receive merited punishment;
"but it was the wicked approval that
brought guilt to him, and not the act
of the father. Without such ap-
prval he may suffer in consequence
of his father’s act—may be made an
orphan by it, but surely the act it~
self can not become his act. Sin is
nowhere in God’s word, defined t