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Take Time To Be Holy

FRANK J. DUNN

"Wherefore girding up the loins of your mind, be
sober and set your hope perfectly on the grace that is to
be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as
children of obedience, not fashioning yourselves accord-
ing to your former lusts in the time of your ignorance: but
like as he who called you is holy, be ye yourselves also
holy in all manner of living; because it is written, Ye
shall be holy; for | am holy" (I Peter 1:13-16). When we re-
fer to God as holy, we have in mind one who is revered,
worthy of veneration. When we speak of God's people as
holy, however, we mean those set apart for God, to be ex-
clusively his, pure, upright, and sinless. Paul states that
Christ "chose us in him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and without blemish before
him" (Eph. 1:4). Again he said, "Know ye not that ye are
a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in
you? If any man destroyeth the temple of God, him shall
God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, and such are
ye" (I Cor. 3:16, 17). To the disciples in Rome he wrote,
"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual service" (Rom. 12:1).

We often sing the grand old hymn, "Take Time To Be
Holy." Despite God's teaching and our own realization of
the need for holiness in our daily lives, we often allow
worldly cares to crowd God out. Most of us today have
greater demands made on our time than we have ever had
before. We work long hours, help with first one drive and
then another, until we have little time left for our families
and no time at all for God. It is important therefore that
we take time to be holy. We must plan God into our
lives, or we will surely crowd him out.

When one becomes a Christian, he is set apart for God.
This is the greatest profession in all the world. And yet,
many who enter it give very little thought and time to it.
We would not be as negligent of any other profession. To
be successful as a physician, one must spend many years
in careful preparation, and then continue to study that he
may keep pace with the advancement of medical science.
To succeed at law requires the same care, time, and effort.
Success in business, teaching, engineering, or any other
profession requires diligence. This is equally true of the
Christian life. To live successfully for Christ requires con-
stant study, growth and application. God does not thrust
holiness and spiritual development upon us. All of us
must take time to be holy.

First, let us take time lo be alone with God. When

we are alone with him, we should allow him to speak to
us. The manner in which God speaks to men today is
through his word, the Bible. Thus we read that we receive
light and understanding through the word of God (Ps. 119:
105), that faith comes by the word (Rom. 10:17), that we
are born again through the word, and we are saved by
words (Acts 11:14; Jas. 1:21). Study of the Bible is there-
fore essential to godliness. Hence Paul said, "Study to
show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth
hot to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth" (Il
Tim. 2:15).

When we are alone with God, we speak to him in
prayer. There is an occasion for public prayer; in fact, it
is a part of Christian worship. There is also great power
in secret prayer. To his disciples Jesus said, "But thou,
when thou prayest, enter into thine inner chamber, and
having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret,
and thy Father who seeth in secret shall recompense thee"
(Mt. 6:6). Someone has said, "Private prayer is our refuge
from troubles. High above the beating waves, and near
heaven, it is our fortress. What sometimes would become
of us, if we might not shut the door upon mankind, and find repose
tian, entering his citadel, says, like persecuted David, 'l
give myself unto prayer'." The greatest men in history
have been men of prayer.

We should also spend much time alone with God in
thought and meditation. Paul said, "Finally, brethren,
whatsoever things are honourable whatsoever things are
just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these
things" (Phil. 4:8). People not only need to think but they
need to think on the right things. Thus David said, "Let
the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in thy sight, O Jehovah, my rock, and my re-
deemer" (Ps. 19:14).

Second, let us lake time to add the Christian graces.
The apostle Peter wrote, "And besides this, giving all dili-
gence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue, knowledge;
and to knowledge, temperance; and to temperance, pa-
tience; and to patience, godliness; and to godliness, brother-
ly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if these
things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ" (Il Peter 1:5-8). These attributes are

(Continued on page five.)
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Is The World Getting Better?

W. C. GRAVES

We are sometimes asked if we do not think that the
world is getting better. Our answer is, "No." The world
is not getting better but will continue to get worse as
time goes on. This may sound foolish and pessimistic,
but we not only have the Scriptures to prove it but un-
mistakable signs of it before our very eyes. Nothing good
in morals and things that are spiritual came out of World
War |, and nothing good in these things will come out of
this present war.

The Scriptures plainly teach that as time goes on the
world will get worse: "But evil men and seducers shall
wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived." (Il
Tim. 3:13). We could rest our case right here. Who is it
that can't see that this Scripture is being fulfilled the
world over? The world today is pretty much like it was
in the days of Noah: "And God saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth," and who is it that can't see
that such is the condition of the world today? "and that
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart and was
only evil continually." (Gen. 6:5). Nothing but the gospel
of Christ preached and received in the heart and lived will
change the picture of the world today. But that won't be
done for the Scriptures say that it won't. Of course this
doesn't mean that there is no salt on the earth now, for
there is, but we hardly think there is enough to save the
world from complete moral corruption. One brother has
said, "the utter dissolution of humanity is latent in the un-
generated heart." (Rom. 3:10-18). A dark picture but the
Scripture teaches it.

When Jesus was here he said, "Nevertheless when the
Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on earth?" (Lk. 18:
8). It is clearly implied that there will be but little faith
on this earth when Christ comes. As time goes on faith in
God, in Christ, will wane. And when the Lord comes he
will find but little faith on this earth. This leads us to say
again, as time goes on the world will get worse, not better.

The following is a picture of the human family, espec-
ially the church, given by the inspired Apostle Paul, as
time goes on: "This know also, that in the last days peril-
ous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their
ownselves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobe-
dient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural af-
fection, truce-breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, highmind-
ed, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God, having a
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof." (Il Tim.
3:1-5). Here are nineteen things that Paul said would
Characterize the church in "the last days," as time goes
on, and among these we notice particular the following
two: (1) Lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God. Of
course it is to be assumed that the world loves pleasure
more than it does God. But what about the church mem-
ber? And (2) Having a form of godliness, but denying the
power thereof. The world does not profess a form of god-
liness, but the church member does. "Denying the power
thereof," that is, not allowing the power of the gospel to
reform their lives. Such is the state of the church in the

"last days," as the time of our Lord's coming draws near-
er. And since these things are characteristic of the church,
most certainly would they be predominant in the world.
Who then can believe the Bible and his eyes and believe
that the world is getting better or will get better?

But again: "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that
in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giv-
ing heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of demons,
speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their conscience seared
with a hot iron, forbidding to marry, and commanding to
abstain from meats, which God created to be received with
thanksgiving of they that believe and know the truth." (I
Tim. 4:1-3). "Doctrines of demons," doctrines inspired by
demons, the devil, the doctrines and commandments of
men. The world will be full of them in the "last days."
Many of them are here now and others are springing up
right along. These doctrines of demons, the doctrines and
commandments of men, are inspired of the devil. They
have just enough Bible doctrine in them to pull the wool
over the eyes of the people and make them think that they
are from heaven. These demon doctrines are for the pur-
pose of keeping people from obeying the doctrines of
Christ and being saved.

Is the world getting better? Will the world get bet-
ter? In Rev. 20:7 we are told that "when the thousand
years are expired, Satan shall be loosed of his prison."
And in verse 8 we are told the purpose and the size of his
army. "And shall go out to deceive the nations." And
where are the nations? "which are in the four quarters of
the earth," that means the whole earth. And after having
deceived them what is he going to do with them? "To gath-
er them together to battle." And that tells us the purpose
of Satan deceiving the nations. He is going to use them in
a battle. What is the size of his army? "The number of
whom is as the sand of the sea."

And now if you can figure out the number of the
sands of the sea, then you have a pretty good idea as to
the size of Satan's army. And remember that this is as
time goes on. But who is Satan going to use this wide-
world army against? Verse 9 "And they went up on the
breadth of the earth"—the whole earth, "and encompassed
the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city." So
now we have it. Satan is going to use his wide-world army
of evil men who wax worse and worse, the number of
which is as the sand of the sea, and throw them in his last
battle against the church of the living God. But his defeat
is sure and his doom is certain. "And fire came down out
of heaven and devoured them." This is when the Lord
comes: "And to you who are troubled rest with us, when
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his
mighty angels in flaming fire taking vengeance on them
that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the
glory of his might." (Il Thess. 1:7-9) How can the world be
getting better when Satan's army is said to be in number
as the sand of the sea?—In The Way Of Life.
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Redeemed By His Blood

(Eph. 1:7)

EARL DALE, Mt. Pleasant, Texas

"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain
conversation received by tradition from vyour fathers; but
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot" (I Peter 1:18, 19).

In every age God has required blood, which is the
life (Gen. 9:4), as an offering for sin. From the fall of the
first family in Eden until the offering of his Son on the
cross, God required the offering of the blood of animals as
a substitute sin offering for the transgressions of the first
family in Eden, as well as all transgressions subsequent to
that time. This "blood of animals" offering was not suf-
ficient; but only served as a substitute atonement until the
fulness of time could come, at which time God would send
his "only begotten Son" into the world to make atonement
with His own precious blood, thereby purchasing eternal
redemption for all who would make application of that
blood.

I. THE BLOOD OF ANIMALS NOT SUFFICIENT.
"For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats
should take away sins." (Heb. 10:4) "But in those sacri-
fices there is a remembrance again made of sins every
year." (Heb. 10:3) Once every year the high priest took the
blood of animals and went alone into the Most Holy place
and offered that blood as an atonement for his own sins
and also for the sins of the people. (See Heb. 9:7-10) The
conscience of the worshippers were not purged in the of-
fering of these sacrifices "for then would they have not
ceased to be offered?" The "blood of animals" offering
only served as substitutes, "shadows", types", "figures",
until the true sacrifice—the blood of Christ—could be of-
fered as the atonement. (See Heb. 10:1, 2).

II. THE BLOOD OF CHRIST IS SUFFICIENT. When
the fulness of time came, God sent his only Son into the
world ;and after a busy ministry of approximately three
and one-half years, Jesus, the true sacrifice, poured out his
blood of the cruel cross of Calvary as the permanent atone-
ment for the transgressions of mankind against the justice
of Heaven. (See Gal. 4:4; John 19:34; Rom. 5:11) After
bursting the bars of the Hadean world, Jesus came forth
and spent forty days on the earth teaching his apostles con-
cerning the kingdom he was to establish shortly. Then, as
our great high priest, he took—not the blood of bulls and
goats—but His own precious blood and ascended into the
most holy place not made with hands; but into Heaven it-
self, there to obtain eternal redemption for us. (See Acts
1:9; Heb. 9:11-15; Heb. 9:24, 25; Psa. 24:7-10; Dan. 7:13, 14)
Note: Luke says "he was taken up and a cloud received
him"; the psalmist describes His approach to Heaven thus:
"Lift up your heads, O ye gates: be ye lifted up ye ever-
lasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in."
Daniel describes His arrival at the Eternal city "coming in
the clouds of Heaven" and that "they brought him near
before him"—God. Paul said that he had his blood with
him (Heb. 9:12), which he offered to God for an atonement
for sins and sat down on the right hand of God. (See Heb.
Ch. 9 and 10) After this offering, God gave him "dominion,
glory and a kingdom."
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Ill. THE POWER IN CHRIST'S BLOOD. "Without the
shedding of blood, there is no remission of sins." (Heb. 9:
22) The blood of animals cannot take away sins. (Heb. 10:
4) Therefore, the blood of Christ is the only element that
can remove sins. (Col. 1:14) Let us note, briefly, some
things that the blood of Christ can accomplish:

. His blood justifies. (Rom. 5:9)

. His blood redeems. (Eph. 1:7; | Peter 1:18, 19)
. Remits sins. (Col. 1:14)

. Makes peace. (Col. 1:20)

. Cleanses from sin. (I John 1:17)

6. Saves from wrath through him. (Rom. 5:9; Cf. Ex.
12:13)

7. Makes robes white. (Rev. 7:14)

In view of these wonderful
naturally is:

IV. HOW DO | COME IN CONTACT WITH CHRIST'S
BLOOD? The Bible answer to that question is: By obedi-
ence to the gospel of Christ. Proof: Christ shed his blood
in his death (John 19:34); the gospel of Christ is: his death
for our sins, his burial, and his glorious resurrection (I
Cor. 15:1-5); the penitent believer is baptized into Christ's
death (where the blood was shed) (Rom. 6:3-5), where he
comes in contact with the redeeming power of the blood,
thus having his soul redeemed with the precious blood of
Christ 'as of a lamb without blemish and without spot."
Again, Christ purchased the Church with his own blood
(Acts 20:28); the church is Christ's body (Eph. 1:22-23); the
penitent believer, upon his faith in Christ, a repentance of
sins, and confession of the faith, is baptized into Christ's
body which is the church. (Gal. 3:27; | Cor. 12:12, 13)
Therefore, since his blood is in the body—the church, one
comes into contact with the redeeming blood of Christ in
baptism "for remission of sins." (Acts 2:38; Col. 1:14) "Be-
ing now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through him." "When | see the blood, | will pass
over you." Have you applied that precious, redeeming
cleansing, and justifying blood to your sin-sick soul? If not,
the church of Christ (into which his blood went, Acts 20:
28) invites you to obey the voice of the master and be
numbered with those who have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb." (Rev. 7:14).—In The E

OB WDN -

truths, the next point

Houston 3, Texas, January 1. The Gospel Light is one
of the best of the many papers that come to my desk. For
its editor, writers and readers, | pray God's richest bless-
ings throughout the year. My family and | had some part
in making the year 1944 the best in the history of the
West End congregation, which meets at 718 Malone. The
passing of my mother and several dear friends, some in
the service of the nation, serves to remind us of the fleet-
ing nature of this life—Walter W. Leamons, 1637 San
Felipe Courts.

Nathan, Arkansas, December 12: We are moving along
well in our church work. Probably could improve. Brother
Austin preaches for us the third Sunday afternoons. Broth-
er Neal Watson will be with us the first Sunday in January
in the afternoon. We hope for a good service each time,—.
T. L. Henderson,
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Practical Christianity (No. 2)

TED w. MCELROY

This is the second in a series of lessons from the book
of James, the first appeared some weeks ago in the Gospel
Light.

(1) THE GOODNESS OF GOD

James had stated that evil temptations did not come
from God, but from the devil's enticement and man's lust
(Jas. 1:13); now as an incentive to Christian living, he
states that all the good things come from God. "Every
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights, with whom can be no variation,
neither shadow that is cast by turning" (vs. 17). By realiz-
ing that all the good things come from God, men are encour-
aged to do His will. God is called "the Father of lights,"
that as the sun is the source of our light and energy and is
the center of the solar system, so God is the source of our
spiritual light, all our blessings, and is the central and con-
trolling power of our existence. That God is permanent and
that His law is unchanging is pointed out in the words,
"with  whom can be no variation, neither shadow that is
cast by turning."

The greatest of all the blessings we receive from God,
is brought to view in vs. 18—"Of his own will he brought
us forth (begat he us A. V.) by the word of truth, that we
should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures." This
teaches that God has a will, i.e. plan of salvation, and
through obedience to it we become His children. The im-
portance of the truth, or will of God, in conversion was
stressed by Jesus in these words, "Ye shall know the truth
and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32). False
teaching will not save; but God in His goodness and love
has revealed the truth in the New Testament, and by obey-
ing it we are born into the family of God.

(2) PATIENCE AND SELF-CONTROL

Patience and self-control are essential to Christian liv-
ing. James said, "Let every man be swift to hear" (vs. 19),
in these words he encouraged folks to be willing to learn
and to maintain an open unprejudiced mind. To "be swift
to hear" does not mean that we should make our ear a
funnel for gossip, but that we should be ready and willing
to hear and study to learn God's will concerning our lives.
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In contrast with "swift to hear", anxious to learn;
James said, "slow to speak" Christians are to reach de-
cisions only after due deliberation and then to be careful in
their expression. Barnes Commentary quotes two ancient
sayings on this subject that are worthy of mention here,
"Men have two ears, and but one tongue, that they should
hear more than they speak." "The ears are always open,
ever ready to receive instruction; but the tongue is sur-
rounded with a double row of teeth, to hedge it in, and to
keep it within proper bounds." Lack of control of the
tongue is said, by James, to nullify one's religion, note vs.
26—"If any man thinketh himself to be religious, while he
bridleth not his tongue but deceiveth his heart, this man's
religion is vain."

Next James commanded Christians to be "slow to
wrath", and in vs. 20 he cites a reason for the instruction,
"for the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of
God." Hasty anger does not provoke good; either on the
part of the one who is angry, or on the part of the person
whom the anger is against. The tendency is that the emo-
tional spasm of one party will provoke a similar out-
burst from the other party. Uncontrolled outbursts of anger
destroys homes by divorce, breaks long-standing friend-
ships, divides churches, causes murders and many crimes
to be committed against society and against God. Self-con-
trol and patience will avert much evil.

(3) LAY ASIDE AND RECEIVE

Some things are absolutely incompatible with the
Christian life and must be laid aside in order to be pleas-
ing to the Lord. James said. "Wherefore putting away all
filthiness and overflowing of wickedness, receive with
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your
souls" (vs. 21). Defined: "filthiness" means sin of an im-
moral nature; "overflowing of wickedness" (ft. note "mal-
ice") means sin of the mind, such as hate etc. Sin must be
put away, but that does not mean that man's life is left
empty, there is something to take the place of the sin that
is purged. "Receive with meekness the implanted word,"
sin is put out that the word may come in. Note the things
attributed to the word, it is an "implanted word"—that
means that it is a living and life giving word. Jesus af-
firmed the same truth, "The words that | speak unto you
are life" (John 6:63). (See also Heb. 4:12). James also said
concerning the word, "which is able to save your souls," it
does not need a mysterious, unscriptural, imaginary, and
unreal aid of a direct operation of the spirit in order to
save.

(4) BE DOERS

Deception is from two sources: (1) someone misrepre-
sents a thing and thereby deceives us, a person thus de-
ceived by another will probably sooner or later catch on
and uncover the deception; (2) self-deception, one just de-
ceives himself, this is the worst kind because one is less
apt to uncover his own mistakes than to see the deception
of another. The worst kind of deception is brought into
view by James, "But be ye doers of the word, and not
hearers only, deluding your own selves." To fail to live as
the "word" directs is to defeat the very purpose of "hear-
ing", which is to influence and regulate the life. The posi-
tion of those who are thus self-deceived and resting in
false security is illustrated by the apostle, "For if any is a
hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like unto a man
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beholding his natural face in a mirror; for he beholdeth
himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth
what manner of man he was." (vs. 23, 24) The one would
not be benefited by the mirror, and the other would not
be benefited by the word. James continues the illustration
showing that the word of the Lord is the mirror of the
soul, "But he that looketh into the perfect law of liberty,
and so continueth, being not a hearer that forgetteth but a
doer that worketh, this man shall be blessed in his doing"
(vs. 25). The purpose of the mirror is to depict faults and
show how to make correction, so also the Bible as the mir-
ror of the soul, it shows the flaws in one's character and
then prescribes the correction; but to be blessed at all by
the mirror the corrections must be made.
(5) PURE RELIGION

"Pure religion and undefiled before our God and Father
is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction,
and to keep oneself unspotted from the world" (vs. 27). The
writer did not mean that everything essential to pure re-
ligion was comprehended in this verse, because worship
and obedience to God are certainly necessary; but he did
mean that in order to be acceptable to God one must per-
form these simple duties. Defined: "to visit the fatherless
and widows in their affliction" means to aid them and sup-
ply their needs; "to keep oneself unspotted from the
world" means to refrain from the vices and corruptions
that are popular in the world. (See also Romans 12:2; |
John 2:15-17).

TAKE TIME TO BE HOLY

(Continued from page one)

not acquired overnight. The development of them requires
much time and effort. When these qualities have been at-
tained, however, the result is evident, "For if these things
be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither
be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ." Furthermore, if we do these things we
make our calling and election sure, and Peter says, "Ye
shall never stumble: for thus shall be richly supplied unto
you the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ" (Il Peter 1:10-11). "But he that
lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and
hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins"
(verse 9).

Third, let us take time to worship God. Many people
look upon the worship as a duly. While the items of
Christian worship are clearly set forth in the word of God
"and we are admonished to worship God "in Spirit and in
truth," the adoration of God is more than an obligation.
It is the greatest privilege in all the world. Man alone of
all the creatures in the universe has the right to call upon
God as his Father. Our forefathers came to this country
that they might worship God in freedom, and our constitu-
tion guarantees the right that they cherished. Truly all
over the world men are giving their lives that we may
continue to enjoy this great privilege. Yet many regard it
lightly and others take it for granted. The necessity for
worship is set forth in the. words of the apostle Paul. "Let
us consider one another to provoke unto love and good
works; not forsaking our own assembling together, as the
custom of some is, but exhorting one another; and so much
the more, as ye see the day drawing nigh" (Heb. 10:25).
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The purpose of Christian worship is the glorification of
God and the edification of the participants. In Col. 3:16
we have this twofold purpose set forth in connection with
our singing. "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly;
in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with
Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace
in your hearts unto God." Thus, we are to teach and ad-
monish one another and at the same time worship with
grace in our hearts unto God. Neither of these can be ac-
complished if we forsake the assembly upon the Lord's
day.

Fourth, let us take lime for Christian fellowship. One
of the greatest joys of the Christian life is association with
the people of God. From the very beginning of the New
Testament church, the disciples "continued steadfastly in
the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread and .the prayers . . . and all that believed were to-
gether and had all things common" (Acts 2:42-44).Fel-
lowship here refers primarily to the common treasury, but
it also includes much more than that. It means that they

shared all things—their love, poverty, wealth, trials, per-
secutions, sorrows and burdens. Thus Jesus said to his
disciples, "This is my commandment, that ye love one

another, even as | have loved you" (John 15:12), and John
said, "He that loveth not abideth in death" (I John 3:14).
We cannot love one another if we do not know each other,
and we cannot know each other if we do not come togeth-
er in our worship, in our homes, and in our everyday life.
We need Christian fellowship. There is greater value in
mutual affection, admonition, comfort and strength than
many of us realize. There is an old legend, of a general
who found his troops disheartened. He believed it was be-
cause they did not realize how close they were to the oth-
er division of the same army on account of a dense grow-
th of small trees and shrubbery. Orders therefore were
given to "Burn the underbrush." It was done and they
saw they were not isolated, as they had supposed, but were
part of one great army. The result was that their courage
revived, and they went forward in triumph. Let us like-
wise burn the brushwood that is between us—the brush-
wood of prejudice, mistrust, separation, and indifference.
Let the brushwood be burned away in the glow of united
song, in the enthusiasm of common worship, and in the
strength of Christian fellowship.

Fifthly lake lime to do good. Christians are to be lov-
ers of good—good people, good conversation, good deeds,
good literature and good thoughts. We are to be ready at
all times to do good. Thus Paul said, "As we have there-
fore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially
unto them who are of the household of faith" (Gal. 6:10).
All of us have opportunities for deeds of kindness and love
that we often pass by. When such opportunities occur, it
is our duty to accomplish the task to the best of our abil-
ity. The greatest opportunity of all is teaching men and
women the gospel of Christ. This must be done not only
in the church, but in our homes, in our visitation, and in
our daily contacts, with those about us.

Sixth, we must take time to obey the gospel of Christ.
In Il Thess| 1:7-9, we read that at the revelation of the
Lord Jesus Christ, he shall come "From heaven with the
angels of his power in flaming fire, rendering vengeance
to them that know not God, and to them that obey not the
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gospel of our Lord Jesus: who shall suffer punishment,
even eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and
from the glory of his might" The time to obey him is
now. Our stay upon earth is short at best, and after our
journey here is done, it will then be too late to prepare to
meet him. Thus Solomon says, "Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work,
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave,
whither thou goest" (Eccl. 9:10). After one has obeyed the
gospel of Christ. God will acknowledge him as his own.
We are then set apart for God, and are to be holy in all
manner of living.

THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND

C. M. STUBBLEFIELD

(1) To become Christians, become children of God, sin-
ners must undergo a deep moral and spiritual change
a change so radical as to be likened to a "birth" (Jno.
3:1-8), to a "creation" (Il Cor. 5:17), and to a "death,
burial, resurrection" (Eph. 2:1-8).

(2) This "change", this "conversion", this "new birth", is
wrought by the Holy Spirit, not mysteriously, not mi-
raculously, but through the gospel of Christ, patiently
taught, intelligently believed, and earnestly obeyed.

(3) Forgiveness of sins takes place, not in the human
heart, but in the mind of God; and its evidence is not
a physical feeling, but a plain statement of Holy Writ.

(4) When persons believe with the whole heart on Christ,
experience godly sorrow for sins, reform their life,
and are "buried with him by baptism," they are for-
given, they are "born again," and are, therefore, God's
children.

(5) Sects, parties, denominations should not exist, but all
God's people should be "one" (John 17:20); there
should be "no divisions among" them, but should "be
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the
same judgment" (I Cor. 1:10).

(6) Oneness of Christians is both right and possible, else
Jesus would not have prayed for it; divisions among
them are wrong, else Paul would have condemned
them.

(7) The only possible basis for oneness is the belief of
precisely, but only, what the Scriptures teach, and the
practice of all, but only what, they enjoin.

(8) The, purpose of Public worship is not to entertain, but
to both glorify God and to mould Christian character.
(Col. 2:20-23). From which it follows that man-made
items of worship are both vain and sinful (Mark
7:1-13).

(9) Christ's gospel should be preached in "all the world,"
to "every creature," not through human organizations,
but through the church, it being "the pillar and sup-
port of the truth" (I Tim. 3:15).

(10) The terms, "kingdom of heaven," "kingdom of God,"
"household of faith," "house of God," ‘'body of
Christ," "church of the living God," and other similar
expressions all refer to one and the same thing. Hence,
when John the Baptist said, "the kingdom of heaven
is at hand," he meant exactly what Jesus meant when
he said, "I will build my church." Those who become
Christians, also become citizens in God's kingdom,
children in his family, members of his church, and at
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the same time and by the same means.

We proffer you the Bible as an all-sufficient rule of
faith and practice; and the church named in it as an all-
sufficient organization through which to do God's will on
the earth.

LETTER FROM BROTHER CURTIS
We have just received the following letter from Broth-
er Geo. B. Curtis, one of our associate letters, which is ap-
preciated by us and we are sure will be by our thousands
of readers:

Box 431, Winslow, Arizona, Dec. 30,

Brother Alexander:
Enclosed $2.50, mail bound copies of Gospel
Lights when ready. | am completing a job that
has taken all my time for 7 months. | shall be
back with my Gospel Light friends early in 1945.
May God's Blessings rest upon you and yours in
1945. Brotherly, Geo. B. Curtis.

1944.
Dear

We are returning to Brother Curtis the amount sent
for the bound volume of Gospel Lights. A copy has al-
ready been reserved for Brother Curtis, as well as for each
of our Associate editors, as listed in our mast-head. We ap-
preciate more than we are able to express the time and ef-
fort these men have given, and are giving in the presenta-
tion of Gospel articles for publication. We are sorry that
we are unable to remunerate them in a financial way for
their efforts. The reason is well known by all religious
newspaper publishers, and we hope that all will under-
stand. Theirs is a work of love in presenting to you these
fine messages through the Gospel Light.

To all our friends, who have been so loyal and true
during the past year, may we say, THANK YOU, and may
the Lord bless the faithful. We hope to merit your good
will and friendship throughout 1945.—Flanoy Alexander.

LIFE 1S SO SHORT

Let's smile and be kind—life is so short
And most of the way so rough,
The times are trying, the road upgrade,
And always trouble enough.
Yesterday's hurts we'll try to forego—
And to-morrow's cares can wait,
To-day with diligence let us keep
Our hearts from the stain of hate.
Life is too short for spite and revenge
And paying back wrong for wrong—
Try patience and love and forgiveness,
Meet slights with a smile and a song;
The said world with all its repining,
Its bitterness, care, and tears,
Needs the wealth of your loving kindness
To sweeten the sin-soiled years.
"Yes, life is too short to be hateful
Or scorning any you meet,
Then strive to be pleasant and gentle,
To always smile and be sweet;
For the sunshine of love is needed
To warn the world with its light
And to shed abroad its effulgence
To bless humanity's night.—Selected.



.

* * * * * *

NOTES—REPORTS

Prosser, Washington: For the time
being and until further notice this will
be my address, except for cookie funds
for the Southern Christian Home,
lease, address me in care of the Home

orrilton, Arkansas. | am preaching
half time for the church at Prosser and
Brother William Ellis who lives here
preaches the other half. In the past
months | baptized a Naval Aviator
who was home on furlough, conducted
one funeral and there have been sev-
eral who confessed wrongs. Brethren
from Kennewick came to Prosser and
requested that Brother Ellis and | as-
sist them in building up the cause
there. At the present time they meet
at 7:30 p. m. Sundays only, in the
Legion Hut. | have an appointment at
7:30 next Lord's day. These brethren
want to establish the church either in
Pasco across the Columbia river, or
Kennewick. Pasco is the gateway to
the great Hanford Du Pont defense
plant that covers an area of seventy
miles in length by forty miles in wid-
th. It has by far the largest undertake-
ing of any plant in the world, and pre-
war plans are that it will be turned to
peace time products after the duration.
Thousands of members of the church
of Christ have without doubt come to
work in this plant. A few brethren are
meeting at Hanford near Pasco. The
members being composed of defense
workers, it is more or less a tempo-
rary arrangement. Pasco is not tempo-
rary and although it will be a struggle
to establish the cause and erect a suit-
able church buildin?. I will be willing
to undertake this location provided 1
can be sustained while | labor at the
task. | established the 3400 Asher Ave.
church of Christ in Little Rock, Ark-
ansas and | can establish one in Pasco.
Brethren will you help me do it. It is
a great opportunity let us take advant-
age of it.—J. B. Redd, P. O. Box 456.

* * %

Russellville, Arkansas, December 23:
"Baptized one here last week."—Luci-

an M. Farrar.
* %

Houston 3, Texas, December 25: We
received three adult members by trans-
fer at West End last week. Bible and
singing classes gaining in interest and
attendance. Singers of the Houston
area met with us yesterday afternoon.
| have promised to speak on the Alvin
lectureship, night of January 17, and
at a mid-week service at Highlands,
February 8. We are to broadcast a 30-
minute service over KXYZ-1320 Kkc,
January 20, 10 p. m.—Walter W. Lea-
mons, 1637 Sag Fglipe Courts.

Memphis, Tenn., December 21: | am
writing you to tell you that | deeply
appreciate the Gospel Light. It has
been of valuable assistance to me in
mK work during the three years that
| have spent in Western Arkansas and
South-East Oklahoma. It is widely read
and deeply appreciated by the breth-
ren in those parts of the country. |
spent two happy years with the church
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in Idabel, Oklahoma. They have a
splendid congregation, a nice home for
their preacher and are on the lookout
for a man to locate with them. If you
know a good man, put him in touch
with them. | delivered my final mes-
sage in Idabel, and accepted work with
the Pine Church of Christ, Florence,
Ala., December 10th. Between the
time of its becoming known that | was
leaving the church at Idabel, and my
acceptance of the work at Florence, |
had ten calls in six different states for
local work. There are evidently more
churches than there are preachers.
During the three years that | spent in
the section covered by the Gospel
Light, | conducted 31 series of meet-
ings with more than 450 responses to

the gospel invitation from all sources,
besides the work with the Ilocal
church. | think that this is not a bad

showing for just an ordinary preacher,
such as myself. feel that much
credit is due the Gospel Light, for the
success of my work.—F. O. Howell,
3385 Coleman.

* kK

Alma, Arkansas, December 29: |
conducted nineteen meetings during
1844. In many respects, it was the

best year of my preaching life, made
many new friends and renewed the
friendship of many. | have done my
best to preach the Word of God just as
it is written; that | have made mis-
takes and often sinned is freely con-
fessed to God and man; but | trust in
him who is able to save. During the
ast year three of my very warm
riends have passed on. Brother H. O.
Norris of Seneca, Mo., an elder of the
Hottle Springs congregation. | have
baptized 44 persons in the congrega-
tion there and | always made my home
with  him and Sister Norris. Brother
Fred Roberson of Poteau, Oklahoma.
He, too, was an elder in the congrega-
tion in Poteau. | have preached much
for that congregation and my home
was always with him and his family.
Carl Taylor of West Plains, Mo. Carl
talked but little and in a public way
did not take much part; but in paying
and serving the church in may other
ways and his very Godly life made
him one of the outstanding members
of the congregation in West Plains,
Mo. In my way of thinking, we had no
better men than these three. | loved
them dearly and | fully believe heaven
will be the eternal home of these good
men. My time for 1945 is booked from
April 1st to October 1st. | am at home
for the winter; although if any congre-
?ation wants to launch a ‘“winter of-
ensive" against the devil Il be glad
to come with my sword and shield of
Faith _and assist in the "drive."—Till-
man B. Pope, B*ox *217*.

"NOTICE"

The church of Christ of Davenport,
lowa, located at 1117 E. Dover Court
has been established for some years b
the deceased J. C. Estes. The churc
owns its own building, seats about 80
people and located in this garogressive
city, with a population of 75,000 peo-
ple. We are small in membership,
with 12 to 15 women and two men, we
desire families or men to move here
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to help increase the membership and
work with us. The Tri-Cities represents
a population of 160,000 J)eople and has
many manufactures and we can get

them work with good pay. If interest-
ed, write H. J. Criner, 1301 Bridge
Avenue, Davenport, lowa, and give
full  information regarding self and

work you can do.

Young's Analytical Concordance

(New and Revised Edition)

311,100 references. 30,000 New Testa-
ment Readings. Original Hebrew or
Greek, with literal meaning and para-
llel passages. Valuable and important
Supplement Index Lexicons to the Old
and New Testament.

We can supply this item to you di-
rect. Order while we have them in
stock. Price $7.50.

By B. W. Johnson

i
This is an wusually good commen- |
. tary for general use, covering the
entire New Testament. Both the ;
. King-James  Authorized  Version and :
. the American Standard Revised Ver- !
sion are given, which enables the |
' reader to compare instantly  any |
. passage under consideration. The §
very comprehensive explanatory notes |
| underneath the passages of Scrip- J‘I
ture to which they apply are very |
| helpful in assisting in the study of |
i difficult passages and in giving brief |
. information of a historical nature. |
. Volume One covers the four Gospels |
and Acts of Apostles, 542 pages. |
! Volume Two covers the Epistles and ;
the Book of Revelation, 512 pages.
Price: Cloth, $2.50 per volume.

Gospel Light Publishing Co. !

Delight, Arkansas i
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WEST SIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
LOOKS AHEAD

The West Side Church of Christ,
5247 West Madison Street, Chicago, is
growing. Our location on the west
side is convenient to reach by street
car, bus and elevated trains. If you
know some one living in the Chicago
vicinity who should be attending ser-
vices, write them and write us.

We are looking ahead to much mis-
sionary work, by way of distributing
a great deal of appropriate literature,
training some Bible teachers, etc., in
addition to the Chicago Gospel Broad-
cast work. With some trained workers,
a most effective gospel meeting can be
conducted in the heart of the great
West Side, within the next year—a
meeting that will, in connection with
our gospel broadcast effort, do won-
ders to further the cause of New Testa-
ment Christianity in Chicago.

A plan such as the brethren have
followed in Salt Lake City, Cincinnati
and other mission fields can be used
on a very large scale. We are lookin
forward to such a meeting by the fa
of 1945. We invite preachers, singers
and personal workers who are interest-
ed in helping put over such a mission-
ary campaign to write us.

| am now in a most interesting song

revival at Frederick, Oklahoma. The
Chicago Gospel Broadcast is being
carrie on means of electrical

transcriptions while | am away. Chris-

tians, pray for our work in Chicago.
Vernon M. Spivy,
Box 765,

Chicago 90, lllinois.

STATE SANATORIUM NOTES
HOWARD CASADA

Two more of the patients were bap-
tized into Christ the past few days.
Several more are expected to obey the
gospel soon.

About six of the patients admitted
during the last month are members of
the church. One of these is Brother
Risener, a gospel preacher.

Among the congregations that have
stated their intentions to contribute
regularly to this work during 1945 are
Hope, Arkansas and Coalinga, Calif.

Among those who have sent nice
lots of large print New Testaments
recently, or money to buz them with,
are Sister Amy Rolf of Pratt, Kansas
and Sister Heasley of Batesville, Ark-
ansas. However we need more Bibles
and Testaments and can use many
more than we are receiving. The Gos-
pel Light Publishing Company has
some large print Testaments that are
ideal to distribute among the patients.
They may be had for one dollar each.
We could use lots of Bibles also.

Brother Will Young of Clever, Mo.,
recently sent us six copies of The
Great Controversy, by Ashley John-
son. This is fine reading matter for
the patients.

We need lots more of gospel papers
and literature for distribution.

Sister Vela Butler, a faithful mem-
ber of the church recently passed a-
way at the Sanatorium. | preached
the funeral sermon in the church
building here at Booneville. Sister But-
ler was the daughter of Brother D. L.
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Haile who is now minister to the

church at Atoka, Oklahoma.

The speaking system in the Nyberg
building has been out of order for a-
bout three weeks. Repairs were hard
to secure, but it is fixed now and we
shall continue the study of the book
of Acts over the system this week.
This system provides a great opportun-
ity to teach the patients and we ap-
preciate its use much.

Many of the patients who are mem-
bers of the church were sent nice
boxes of food and gifts from their con-
regations back home. These gifts at

hristmas time made their hearts glad.

Remember that this great work is
sponsored by the church at Poplar
Bluff, Missouri. Please send all cash

contributions to Harbert Hooker, min-
ister of the church of Christ at Pop-

lar Bluff, Missouri. Send all litera-
ture for distribution direct to me.
The Great Legacy
By S. R. Ezzell

This book presents the Gospel plan
of salvation under the similitude of a
will. It was first printed many vyears
ago and a new edition was recently
brought out. It deserves a wide circu-

lation. One of our best known breth-
ren says: "It is the clearest, plainest
and strongest exhibition of ancient
Gospel | ever saw anywhere." 272
pages.

Price, paper binding .........cccccoeeeeenns $1.00
Price, cloth binding ...........ccccceeeie. 1.50

Smith's PRONOUNCING Bible

Dictionary
$2.25

Blue Moroccograne Library Style
Binding with edges stained to match

Beautifully

illustrated with over five

hundred fine engravings and sixteen
handsome full-page illustrations, several
from photograph views taken in the
Holy Lands.

Containing

more Scriptural Words than any other

Medium-Size Dictionary Published, to which is added
the new Analytical and Comparative Concordance to
the Old and New Testaments.

This
was

strictly

A

Concordance contains nearly 100,000 References,
compiled especially for this volume, and is
up-to-date.

HISTORY OF EACH BOOK OF THE BIBLE

Four Thousand Questions and Answers on the Old

Seven

and New Testaments
Beautifully Colored Lithographic
Palestine, the Holy Land, Etc.

Maps of

A larger mass of information for Bib!e Teachers and

Students than ever before bound
making a handsome super-royal 8vo.

in one volume,
of over 700

pages.

AHU'MAL Son of Jahath, Judah (1 Chr. iv. 3)
AHU ZAM. Ahuzzam. Son of Ashur, founder
of Tekoa (1 Chr. iv. 6).

AHUZ
vorite

TH (possesion). The "friend"or, "fa-
" 'who was with Abimelech Il on his visit to

Isaac (Gen. xxvi. 26). Some interpret the word

Holman Vest Pocket Bible Dictionary.

lllustrated—Pronouncing
Every Bible proper name, and
explanation are found in it
English of its original. The
ample for good understanding

names

definitions
and

of all

are
effective

Small Size, 2 5/8x4 1/4 Inches

natural objects requiring

Each word is followed by a translation in
concise and pointed, yet

working  purposes. The

Holman Dictionary separates all words into syllables and puts the accents

where they belong.
means of diacritical marks.
even the longest and hardest words.
and authentic.

No one can

No. 401. Moroccograne, limp, round corners, stained edges, gilt titles

No. 413. French Morocco, limp, gold side title, round corners, gold edges

It also gives to each vowel its proper sound by-
mistake the pronunciation of
It is a Self-Pronouncing Dictionary
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"THY WORD IS A LAMP UNTO MY FEET, AND A LIGHT UNTO MY PATHWAY."—PSALMS 119:105
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The New Testament Church (No. 1)

FRANK J. DUNN

"WHAT IS THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH?"

At this time | should like to introduce the first in a
series of lessons on the New Testament church. The first
discussion will deal with the various figures used to de-
scribe the church.

We have become so accustomed to thinking in terms
of denominationalism that when we speak of the New
Testament church it is often difficult for us to distinguish
between them. Many people cannot conceive of an insti-
tution that is not of human origin. Hence, we often fail
to appreciate the true nature of the New Testament church.
However, if we will put out of our minds all preconceived
notions of organized religion and examine carefully the
New Testament picture of the church, we will have no dif-
ficulty in grasping its beauty and meaning.

When we read of Christ building his church, we do
not think of denominationalism at all, but of a sacred in-
stitution conceived in the mind of God and established by
the Lord. We do not think of the apostles contending for
denominationalism, nor of the disciples as members of op-
posing factions. They were all united—members of the
same body. When division arose, the apostle Paul said,
"Now | beseech you, brethren, through the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and
that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be per-
fected together in the same mind and in the same judg-
ment" (I Cor. 1:10). No one argues that denominationalism
existed in New Testament times, but all religious groups
agree that division is of human origin. Hence, when we
speak of the New Testament church, we do not have in
mind some human institution, but the church that Jesus
built, of which the apostles and all other Christians in
apostolic times were members. It is the greatest institu-
tion in all the world—as far superior to human organiza-
tions as the heavens are higher than the earth.

Since the church is a divine institution, unlike any
other in the world, it has been presented to us by a num-
ber of figures that we might better appreciate it. These
terms are not used to describe different institutions, but
are different aspects of the same institution. The angle
from which we view it determines the figure used. Let
us now notice some of these figures.

. It is the church. Before his crucifixion, Jesus said,
"Upon this rock | will build my church; and the gates of
Hades shall not prevail against it" (Mt. 16:18). This was
accomplished, through the apostles, on the first Pentecost

after the resurrection of Christ. Thereafter the church
was spoken of as a reality—something already in exist-
ence.

In its original meaning the term "church" signifies a
called out congregation. The ancient Greeks applied it to
a political body. Stephen applied it to the Israelites in the
time of Moses, calling them "the church in the wilderness."
While the word "church" signifies no more than a called
out congregation, the church of Christ means much more.
When the Lord speaks of his church, he has in mind an in-
stitution composed of his followers, who have been called
out of the world by the gospel of Christ. Thus all the
saints—all those who have obeyed the gospel— are mem-
bers of the New Testament church, where they have fel-
lowship one with another, and worship God "in Spirit and
in  truth."

Il. It is God's building. The apostle Peter says, "Ye
also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual house" (I
Peter 2:5). Paul said, "Ye are God's husbandry, God's
building" (I Cor. 3:9). Again, "So then ye are no more
strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with
the saints, and of the household of God, being built upon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
himself being the chief corner stone; in whom each several
building, fitly framed together, groweth into a holy tem-
ple in the Lord; in whom ye also are builded together for
a habitation of God in the Spirit" (Eph. 2: 19-21).

Let us not mistake our Lord's house for a material
structure. When the church is spoken of as a building, a
spiritual house is meant. We often refer to our place of
meeting as the "church"; but this is an "accommodated"
use of the term. The New Testament church is a spiritual
house, in which Christ is the "chief corner stone" and the
members are the "living stones" that compose it.

IIl. It is a royal priesthood. In this same passage, the
apostle Peter says, "Ye . . . are built up a spiritual house
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices, ac-
ceptable to God through Jesus Christ. . . Ye are an elect
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's
own possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light" (I Peter 2:5, 9).

Just as all Christians are built into a spiritual house,
they are also priests who offer spiritual sacrifices to God
within  God's building. The “spiritual sacrifices" denote
Christian work and worship. Under the law of Moses the
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priest entered the house of God to offer sacrifices. Like-
wise, we must be in God's spiritual house before our wor-
ship—our spiritual sacrifice—is acceptable. The church,
then, is spoken of as a holy and royal priesthood, in which
every Christian is a priest. No order of priests, however,
would be complete without a high priest. We have no
man as our head, but our "high priest forever after the
order of Melchizedek" (Heb. 6:20).

IV. It is a kingdom. Whether we speak of the church
as the kingdom of Christ, the kingdom of God, or the king-
dom of heaven, we have in mind the same institution.
Jesus said, "All things that are mine are thine, and all
thine are mine" (John 17:10). Hence, the kingdom of
Christ is the kingdom of God, and the kingdom of God is
the kingdom of Christ. It is called the kingdom of heaven
because it is from heaven, rather than of the world.

People often attempt to distinguish between the king-
dom and the church; but both terms refer to the same in-
stitution. Jesus said, "Upon this rock | will build my
church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven:
and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven" (Mt. 16:18, 19). Here, as elsewhere in
the New Testament, "church" and "kingdom" are used in-
terchangeably to denote the same institution. Thus, when
Peter used the "keys" to the kingdom on the first Pente-
cost after the resurrection of Christ, to make known the
terms of entrance into it, he announced the terms of entr-
ance into the church at the same time. Similarly, when
Christ instituted the Lord's supper, he said to his apostles,
"I shall not drink henceforth of the fruit of the vine un-
tii that day when | drink it new with you in my Father's
kingdom" (Mt. 26:29). A short time Ilater we find the
apostles observing the Lord's supper in the church (Acts 2:
42; 20:7; | Cor. 11:20-34). Since Christ instituted his sup-
per to be observed in his kingdom, and since his apostles
understood this to mean the church, it is evident that the
church and kingdom are one and the same institution.

V. It is the family of God. To the youthful evange-
list Timothy, Paul said, "These things write | unto thee,
hoping to come unto thee shortly; but if | tarry long, that
thou mayest know how men ought to behave themselves
in the house of God, which is the church of the living God,
the pillar and ground of the truth" (I Tim. 3:14, 15). The
term "house" here signifies "household" or “family." It is
used in the same sense as in Acts 10:2, where we read that
Cornelius "feared God with all his house,” and in Acts 16:
31, where the Philippian jailor was told to believe on the
Lord Jesus with all "thy house." The meaning in each of
these instances is family, or household.

In conversion man is pictured as being "born again."
Thus Jesus says, "Except one be born anew, he cannot see
the kingdom of God." (John 3:3). In referring to Chris-
tians—those who have been born again—Paul says, "Ye
are sons," or "children" of God" (Rom. 8:12-17). Thus, by
the new birth man becomes a child of God, and by the
same process he becomes a member of God's household or
family. We may join the institutions of men, but we enter
the family of God only by the new birth.

VI. It is the body of Christ. Speaking of the exalta-
tion of Christ after his resurrection, the apostle Paul says
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that God "put all things in subjection under his feet, and
gave him to be head over all things to the church, which is
his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all" (Eph. 1:
22, 23). Again Paul says of him, "He is the head of the
body, the church" (Col. 1:18). These passages show clear-
ly that the church is the body of Christ. Hence, when the
New Testament speaks of his body, it refers not to the
physical body of Christ, but to the spiritual body, which is
the church. In referring to the spiritual body of Christ,
Paul says, "There is one body" (Eph. 4:4). Since there is
but one body, and that body is the church, there can be but
one New Testament church.

Let us note in passing that: (1) All Christians are in
Christ; (2) All who are in Christ are in his body; (3) All
who are in the body of Christ are in his church; (4) There-
fore, all Christians are in Christ's church.

When we view the church from the various angles pre-
sented by the New Testament, we are better able to ap-
preciate its beauty and comprehend its divine nature. If
we have in mind a group of Christians who have been call-
ed out from the world and who assemble themselves to-
gether to fellowship one another and worship God, it is
called the church. If each individual Christian is thought
of as a necessary part in a great structure, then it is a
building. If we think of every Christian being authorized
to offer spiritual sacrifices to God, with every Christian a
priest and Christ the high priest, then it is a priesthood. If
we think of Christ as our King and all his disciples as his
subjects, it is a kingdom. If we have in mind the Father-
hood of God and the brotherhood of man, it is a family.
If we think of Christ as the head of a great spiritual
organization and all Christians as members of it, then it is
a body. These figures are employed by the New Testa-
ment writers to enable us to gain a clear conception of the
New Testament church. When we see it as it is—so far
superior to all human institutions—we marvel that anyone
should be mislead into denominationalism by the devices
of men.

No Place For My Word
PAUL D. MURPHY

The caption of this article is suggested by the words of our Lc
are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my
word hath no place in you." The Jews to whom the Lord
was thus speaking were God's chosen and specially favor-
ed people. They, of all people, should have, therefore, been
willing and ready to receive the word of the Lord; but
then, as now, in the very place, and among the very peo-
ple, where the word of God should be received it is too
often rejected. But the word of God is man's only hope of
salvation; when, therefore, it is rejected, it matters not
how highly favored we are among men, nor how cultured
or refined we may be, nor how much wealth may be ours,
if we do not admit the words of the Christ into our
hearts and lives and let them be our guiding star through-
out life, we'll be weighed and found wanting in that day
of all days—the judgment. Because the word of God found
no place in their hearts the Jews sought to kill the blessed
Christ. Many today seek to destroy the word of the Lord,
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and crucify his spiritual body, which is the church, be-
cause His word finds no room in their hearts.

WHAT PLACE SHOULD THE WORD OF GOD HAVE IN
OUR LIVES?

The place that the word of God should have in our
lives can be seen by considering what it will do for us. It
will cleanse. "Now ye are clean through the word which |
have spoken unto you." (John 15:3) It will purify our souls.
"Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth
. (1 Pet. 1:22) 1t will save. "Wherefore lay apart all fil-
thiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your
souls." (Jas. 1:21) Next, we should receive the word into
our hearts because of what it is. It is the word of God and,
as such, is mighty and powerful. "For | am not ashamed of
the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto sal-
vation to everyone that believeth to the Jew first, and also
to the Greek." (Rom. 1:16) "For the word of God is quick
and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit,
and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart." (Heb. 4:12) It is inde-
structible. "For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of
man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the
flower thereof falleth away: But the word of the Lord en-
dureth forever. And this is the word which by the gospel
is preached unto you." (I Peter 1:24, 25) Now inasmuch as
the word is from God, and is mighty, saving and inde-
structible, it ought to obtain an inside place. David said:
"Thy word have | hid in mine heart, that | might not sin
against thee." (Ps. 119:11). Paul said: "Let the word of God
dwell in you richly. . ." (Col. 3:16) My brother, have you
hid the word of God in your heart or in your trunk? Does
it dwell in you richly or poorly? Furthermore the word
should have a place of honor and reverence in our lives.
We show our reverence for the word of God by our at-
titude toward it. In lIsaiah 66:2 we have this very signi-
ficant statement: ". . . but to this man will | look, even to
him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at
my word." The individual that has that sort of respect and
reverence for the word of the Lord has only to know it to
do it. No man will quibble at any commandment given by
the Lord if he honors and respects it. More than that, the
word of God should have a place of trust in our heart.
Nowadays we hear much said about trusting God, but no
man can truly trust God and ignore his word.

To trust man is to trust his word. Even so to trust God
is to trust his word. Some people put more trust in man
and his word than they do in God and his word. "God can-
not lie." (Tit. 1:2) "God has spoken to us through his Son."
(Heb. 1:1) We ought never to distrust God's word. "Let
God be true and every man a liar," ought to be the atti-
tude of us all. Moreover, the word of God should have a
place of rule in our lives. "Let us walk by the same rule,"
said Paul in Phil. 3:16. Walking thus, unity will be the
happy result and disunity impossible. It is walking by man-
made rules that causes us to walk astray. And, of course,
everyone will agree that the word of God ought to have
a place of love in our hearts. It should be loved above all
earthly objects. Like Job, we ought to esteem it more than
our necessary food. (Job 23:12) Like David, we ought to de-
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sire it above gold, yea, than fine gold: it ought to be sweet-
er to our taste than honey and the honeycomb. (Psa. 19:-0)
It should also have a place of delight in our hearts. (Psa.
1:2) Can a man thus love the word of the Lord, and take
delight in its meditation, and spend more time reading the
"funnies" than he does the word of the Lord, and snore
through the sermon? Finally the word of God should have
a permanent place in our lives. It is not enough to hear the
word preached; it is not enough to read it; it must be kept
in our memories and lived out in our every day lives. The
blessed Christ put it this way: "If ye abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall
be done unto you." (John 15:7) Thus abiding in Christ, and
having his word abiding in us, our prayers shall be answ-
ered, and thus we shall bring forth much fruit and glorify
the Father, and so shall we be true disciples. My brother,
how much room do you have in your heart for God's word?

Is your heart like the inn in Bethlehem when Christ
was born—no room in it for Christ and His word?— In The
Evangelist.

"THUMPTY JUMPTY"

"Thumpty Jumpty" in the form of a book
Came into the church one day,
Understanding and truth, the members forsook
And learned to "thump" in the modern way.

We argued, its good for practice and fun,
And upon such songs, we were fed—
Then into the worship on Lord's Day morn,

These "thumpty" songs were lead.

It just seems to me that if we loved our God,
And wanted to teach his word,

We'd spend some more time in practicing songs,
That would worship our Risen Lord.

We sing, without notice, the "Thousand Year Reign.
No truth do we teach nor show,

Of glory land skies; and mother's dear eyes,
And a place where the "Still Waters Flow."

"Thumpty Jumpty; Jazzy and sweet,
Can you see the Christ smile upon you?
When we assemble, our Savior to meet—
And go Thumpty and doodle de-do."

We ought to be sorry and hang
Our heads down in shame,
To go "Jumping and Thumping"
In our own Savior's name.

We're a dignified people,
Let us sing as we pray
And prepare for singing
Up in Heaven some day.

Mrs. John W. Wilson 3318 Monterey St.

Bakersfield, California.

The hope of the Christian is a sure hope (Heb. 6:19);
a living hope (I Peter 1:3); a blessed hope (Titus 2:13); a
glorious hope (Titus 2:13).

"Till 1 come, give attendance to reading, to exhorta-
tion, to doctrine" (I Tim, 4:13).
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The Safe Course

If it turns out in the end that the Bible is false, and
that Jesus Christ was an impostor, then the Christian has
lost nothing. If there is no God, no Christ, no Holy Spirit,
no truth in the Bible, no heaven, no hell, but only eternal
nothingness, the Christian certainly will fare as well as
others.

But, if it turns out that the Bible is true, as many in-
fallible proofs demonstrate it to be, then what? Those who
have not believed it, and conformed to its holy teaching,
must lament their eternal suicide, world without end.

* Kk ok %

If it turns out that people do not have to take the
Bible for just what it says, but that just most any old
thing is acceptable in the sight of God, then certainly those
who conscientiously endeavor to go by what the Bible says
have nothing to lose and will certainly fare as well here-
after as others. God cannot be displeased by a man's
striving to do what His Word tells him to do.

But, if it turns out that every word in the Bible is
true and steadfast, and that God actually means exactly
what he says, then what a predicament are those in who
have taken the Bible loosely, and who have thought that
just any old thing in religion would do!

* Kk ok %

If it turns out that it does not make any difference
what church a man joins, but that he may join any church
of his own choice, then the man who chooses to be a mem-
ber of the ancient, apostolic, New Testament church, that
Jesus built upon the Rock and that every Christian was a
member of in New Testament times, certainly has nothing
to lose. If the Lord does not care what church a man is a
member of, certainly the, man who belongs to the primi-
tive, New Testament church, has nothing to lose.

But, if it turns out that God, in his judgment, .will
recognize just one church and that this one church is the
church spoken of in the Bible, then what about those who

live and die as members of other churches, which the
Bible does not even mention? Jesus said: "Every plant
which my "heavenly Father planted not, shall be rooted

up." (Matt. 14:13). It will be a desperate thing for a man
if the judgment finds him in a church that the heavenly
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Father did not plant.

If it turns out in the judgment that sprinkling or pour-
ing will do as a substitute for baptism, then the man who
is immersed can lose nothing. All agree that immersion is

baptism. Jesus was immersed. All of the apostles and
early Christians were immersed. Paul says, "We were
buried" and ‘"raised," as Christ was buried in Joseph's

tomb and raised from the dead. (See Rom. 6:4).

But if it turns out that God will not accept a substi-
tute, and that those who have had a few drops of water
sprinkled or poured on them have not been baptized, then
what? Jesus commands every creature to believe and be
baptized. Is it safe to go to the judgment unbaptized in
direct violation of the commandment of Him who will be
the Judge on that dread day?

* Kk kK

"And | saw the dead, the great and the small, standing
before the throne; and books were opened: and another
book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead
were judged out of the things which were written in the
books, according to their works." (Rev. 21:12). Every
man must face the Bible in the judgment. Hence every
man, if he values his eternal destiny, had better become
familiar with the Bible. Something might be in it that he
does not know is there. And again he might think some-
thing is there when it is not. He cannot plead ignorance,
because if he is ignorant, he himself is responsible for it.
God has given him the Bible and commands him to study
It. If he will study the teachings of the inspired apostles
he will find his duty made so plain that "the wayfaring
men, yea fools, shall not err therein," "that he may run

that readeth it."

There is, then amidst all the confusion and uncertain-
ties of the religious world, a course that men may follow
that is infallibly safe. This course is to read and study the
Bible, believe and do what it actually says, and refuse to
have anything to do with anything that cannot be found
therein. "If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles
of God." (I Peter 4:11).

Under the preaching of the apostles every one who be-
lieved in Jesus was commanded to "Repent ye, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ un-
to the remission of your sins." There was not one ex-
ception. All penitent believers were baptized. Then God
added them to the church. They were in the fold, saved
and safe for time and eternity. To pursue any other
course is to build upon the sinking sand.—James A. Allen,
In Apostolic Times.

The Acceptable Preacher

It is not essential that a preacher of the gospel be en-
dowed with superior talent in order that he may be of ser-
vice in winning souls. He may or may not possess mental
powers above the average individual. It is a matter of the
proper exercise of his intellectual and spiritual powers and
faculties. We hear much of the "educated ministry." This
may be easily overdone. To preach the gospel does not re-
quire a high degree of education of the worldly sort. It is
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by no means necessary that a gospel preacher be "college
bred." Colleges are, indeed, intended to give a wide vision
of life and to afford important means of preparation for
service. Some who have been through college are good
preachers, and others seem to have been spoiled rather
than benefitted by college life. No college can make a
gospel preacher. The environment about some schools is
helpful in the line of Scriptural aims and purposes that
should control the heart of one who desires to preach the
gospel, while in many schools there is little or nothing to
encourage. It is far from being true that college men, sim-
ply by reason of their having attended college, are the best
preachers. It is my conviction that it is a waste of time
for a man who is successful as a gospel preacher to su-
spend his work for four years and go through college tak-
ing many courses of study that will never be of any practi-
cal value to him, simply to "take a degree;" that, in this
respect, he may be like some other preachers whom he
may chance to know. It is not always the case that such
a course makes him a better preacher. | have heard it
claimed in some instances that they are not as good preach-
ers "after taking" as they were before. A devotion to
preaching for four years would give them no small meas-
ure of improvement. The preacher who is acceptable in
the sight of God is the one who knows the word of God
and does it; who is willing to practice what he preaches;
whose behavior is consistent with the profession he makes;
who lives a clean life; who is consecrated to the service of
God; who preaches the word. A man may know much of
the word of God and not be "educated" in the sense in
which the world uses the term. To preach the gospel a
man must study the Bible. He will not be true to the ob-
ligation he has assumed if he does not. The divine book
should be his constant companion. It should be persistent-
ly, and throughly studied. Its holy precepts should be his
constant meditation. Daily, yea, hourly, he should revolve
in his mind the glorious, sublime and wonderful truths of
revelation. The principal thing for a gospel preacher to
learn is the thing he proposes to teach—the word of God.
It is folly to suppose that a man must be a college man in
order to preach the gospel of Christ. It is equally foolish
to suppose that no one who has been to college can preach.
To preach the word in a way that is pleasing to God one
must be a lover of God and of men. He must be faithful
to him whose message he proposes to carry to those who
sit in darkness and the shadow of death.—G. H. P. Sho-
walter, In Gospel Proclaimer.

UNITY

CHESTER ESTES

Christ prayed for his disciples, and for all others
who might believe in him, that they might all be one, in
order that the world might believe that God had sent
him. "Neither pray | for these apostles alone, but for
them which shall believe on me through their word (the
word of the apostles); that they all may be one; as thou,
Father, art in me, and | in thee, that they also may be
one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent
me." If it is not possible for believers to be one, why did
Christ pray this prayer? If he did not wil for them to
be one, why did he pray this prayer? Since it is the will
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of Christ that all believers should be one, and is possible
for them to be one, why do preachers thank God for re-
ligious division? 1s it because they are more concerned
about their own will being done that they are about the
will of God? Whereas the Savior prayed against denom-
inationalism, denominational preachers now pray for de-
nominationalism. They often come together in union
meetings and thank God for their divisions, so that every
one can belong to the church of his choice. Christ did
not pray just to be uttering words; but revealed to the
Father the sincere desire of his heart. He wanted his
followers to be wunited in himself, that they might also
be one in God. "That they also may be one in us."

One reason Christ wanted his disciples to be one
was "That the world may believe that thou hast sent
me." When all professed believers in Christ become one,
then infidelity will cease to wave its black flag of infi-
delity. When the missionaries of the different denomina-
tions went to an old indian chief, in order to convert
him and his tribe, the old chief said, "Go back and a-
gree among Yyourselves and we will listen to you." The
world is saying, "First agree among yourselves." Peo-
ple of the world are saying, "We do not know what is
right." True, people must study for themselves in order
to know the will of God, and will be held accountable

for not knowing what the Bible says—they should
"search the Scriptures daily; whether those things are
so"; but the divided religious sectarianism that has

plagued the world keeps people from studying the Bible,
and, therefore, keeps them from knowing the will of
God.

If all the religious bodies on earth are right, then
why not belong to all? Why, the truth is when you be-
come a member of one you are excluded from the other.
Suppose A belongs to church B, is a "Christian," a fol-
lower of Christ. A learns of church C, which church is
also made up of followers of Christ. He then reasons that
if both churches are made up of followers of Christ, he
should belong to both. Immediately he joins church C.
Church C accepts his membership readily, for church C
wants all the members possible. However, as soon as
church B learns that A has joined church C, church A
withdraws from him heresy. It is right for all to be-
long to different churches, for all churches are of God,
and all in them are Christians; but one cannot be a
Christian and belong to two different churches at the
same time! Such is the folly of denominationalism. You
can see that it is possible for all the various religious
bodies to be wrong; it is also possible for one to be right
and the rest wrong; but it is not possible for even two
to be right when they differ. Anything that differs from
the truth is not the truth; anything that differs from
right is not right.

In order that the prayer of Jesus might again be
answered, believers must be united in doctrine and prac-
tice—they must teach and practice the same thing. In
this they are "endeavouring to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace." One has no right to teach
more or less than that which the Bible teaches; has no
right to believe more or less than that which the Bible
teaches; has no right to practice more or less than that
revealed in the word of God. One has no right to teach
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or practice that which | have a right to object to; and, |
have no right to object to anything any one else has a
right to teach and practice. These rules followed will
bring about unity. Also, | am under obligation to defend
every thing that any one else has a right to teach and
practice; and you are under obligation to defend every
thing that | have a right to teach and practice, for we
must defend that which is right, and no one has a right
to teach and practice more or less than that which is
right. If every man's teaching and practice are right,
then | am under obligation to defend every religious
man on earth. But every man's doctrine is not right, and
I am not, therefore, under obligation to defend every
man's doctrine—only that which is right.

Paul further warns against division in these words:
"There is one body, and one Spirit, even as you are call-
ed in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all,
and through all, and in you all." (Eph. 4:5, 6) "Now |
beseech you brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there
be no division among you; but that ye be perfectly join-
ed together in the same mind and the same judgment.
For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren,
by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are
contentions among you. Now this | say, that every one
of you saith, | am of Paul; and | am of Apollos; and | of
Christ. Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you?
Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?" (I Cor. 1:
10-13) Paul calls them “carnal", "fleshly", "not spiritu-
al," ‘"walking after the flesh," as 'men"-sinful: "For ye
are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying,
and strife, and division, are ye not carnal and walk as
men? For while one saith, | am of Paul; and another, |
am of Apollos; are ye not carnal?" (I Cor. 3:3,4) "For ye
have many members in one body, and all members have
not the same office: so we being many, are one body in
Christ, and every one members one of another." (Rom.
12:4, 5) "For we being many are one bread, and one
body." (I Cor. 10:17) "For by one Spirit are we all bap-
tized into one body." (I Cor. 12:13) "But now are they
many members, yet but one body." (I Cor. 1:20) The
body is the church (Col. 1:18, 24), and Paul says there
is but one—only one—then, only one church.

Both Christ and the apostles condemned division as
of the flesh and sinful; both prayed for and worked for
unity. Where is the weight of your influence?—In The
Evangelist, Sheffield, Alabama.

SOME QUESTIONS ANSWERED
MRS. JENNIE SPIKES
(653 W. Sherman, Paris, Texas)

Q.—What is the Church?

A.—Christ's bride. (Rev. 22:17).

Q.—Are there any saved people out of the church?

A.—No, the Lord adds all the saved to the church.
(Acts 2:47; John 15:6).

Q.—Are there any sinners or lost
church?

A.—No, it is a glorious church without spot or wrink-
le. (Eph. 5:26, 27). Now is the time he washes the church;
therefore now is the time it is spotless—not after the re-

people in the
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surrection or judgment day. When Christ comes back he
will take all of his church—all that are in Christ not part
of them, so shall they ever be with the Lord. (I Thess. 4:
16:17). He is the Savior of the whole church. (Eph. 5:23).

Q.—Are there any hypocrites in the church?

A.—AIll hypocrites, liars, back biters, etc., are the
children of the devil; therefore in the devil's kingdom,
(John 8:44; | John 3:8; Rom. 8:9). They may have been
baptized and have their names on some church record, but
remember you can't live in Christ's kingdom and work in
Satan's kingdom. Not even Satan has any children out of
his own family—No one in God's family belongs to Satan.

Q.—Do Christians, God's children, ever sin?

A.—Yes, (I John 1:8) A child of God is one who
though he might sin or err from the way, always stands
ready to repent and pray, A child of God must offer
special prayer both night and morning (see the alter of
incense) the type of our prayer (Ex. 30:7, 8) In this way
one's sins go on before to judgment. (I Tim. 5:24).

Q.—If a child of God falls from grace, goes back to
the world, how may he get back in relationship with God?

A.—By repentance and prayer (Acts 8:22). This is
all, to add anything to or take anything from is to violate
God's commands. (Il John 1:9).

Q.—By what names is the church called in Heb. 12:
22,237

A.—Mount Sion, City of God, Heavenly Jerusalem, A
company of Angels, Messengers, General Assembly and
Church of the First Born. All these have their names writ-
ten in heaven.

Q.—Where can | find a description of this church, the
Bride, the Lamb's Wife?

A.—Look with me to Rev. 21:9, 10 here the angels
tell John he will show him the bride, the Lamb's wife or
the church. Then beginning with verse 10 closing with
verse 27, we have a most glorious description of the
church. Yes, friends the angel said the city here describ-
ed, this New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:2) was the church. Would
| dare change what He said without being guilty before
God.

Q.—How may one become a part of this family of
God, this pure church. (Eph. 3:15)?

A.—By faith (Heb. 11:6); Repentance (Luke 13:3); Con-
fession (Rom. 10:10); Baptism (Gal. 3:26, 27).

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS WORTH INVESTIGATING

1. The Church of Christ pleads for unity of all believ-
ers in Christ, in keeping with his prayer.—John 17:20, 21.

2. It is not a denomination, nor a group of denomina-
tions, but the body of Christ—Col. 1:18.

3. You may read of it in the Bible.—Matthew 16:18,
Romans 16:16.

4. It has no creed but the Bible, binds no name on its
members but Christian.

5. It teaches that scriptural unity can be attained on
all disputed doctrinal questions.

6. Its acts of worship are patterned solely after the
New Testament.—John 4:24.

7. It exalts Christ as the head of the church—Col. 1:18.

8. It does Bible things in Bible ways, calls Bible things
by Bible names.

9. It speaks where the Bible speaks, is silent where it
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is silent.—I Peter 4:11.

10. Its aim—to convert sinners by preaching the Gos-
pel of Christ, and to restore New Testament Christianity.—
| Corinthians 15:1-4; Galatians 11:6-9.

No doubt when you picked up this little leaflet and
glanced at its heading, the first thought coming into your
mind was—"Just another denomination"—; but you are
mistaken, dear Reader, because we are not a denomination,
and disavow the classification. We are Christians—discip-
les—brethren—content to wear any name identified with
the New Testament Church as designating God's people,
who, in the aggregate compose the Church of Christ.—
Acts 11:26; | Peter 4:15, 16.

We deplore the divided state of Christendom, and
brand denominationalism as the most devastating evil con-
fronting the people of God today.

The New Testament Church was not a denomination.
It included and consisted of all Christians, speaking the
same mind; whereas denominationalism divides the profes-
sed followers of Christ into opposing factional institutions,
and because of these things they war with the very spirit
of Christianity.

"Is Christ divided?" (I Cor. 1:13).

"Can two walk together except they have agreed?"
(Amos 3:3).

Christ commanded His apostles to go into all the world
and preach the gospel to all alike, offering the same bless-
ings to all upon identically the same conditions. All were
instructed to obey the same commands and were repeated-
ly warned against going beyond the word of God. The
apostles went forth preaching the gospel and all who
heard, believed and obeyed were added to the Church.
They were simply Christians and all walked by the same
rule.—Acts 2:47; Phil. 3:16.

WE BELIEVE:

1. That the Bible is the inspired word of God, and that
all scripture "is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good
works" (Il Tim. 3:16-17).

2. That the Church of Christ actually came into ex-
istence on the first Pentecost after the resurrection of our
Lord. (Acts 2nd chap.)

3. That all who hear, believe and obey become mem-
bers of the Church, and as such are enjoined to follow the
precepts and examples revealed in the New Testament.
(Mk. 16:15-16; Acts 2:38).

4. That baptism is immersion and a test of obedience,
typifying the burial and resurrection of Christ (Rom. 6:3-4)
and a new birth (John 3:5).

5. That Christ is the head of the Church. (Eph. 1:22,
23; Eph. 5:23).

6. That the Church is all-sufficient to "carry on" (Eph.
3:10-21).

7. That Christians are enjoined, by scriptural precept,
to meet on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7; | Cor. 16:
2), our worship consisting of the singing of spiritual hymns,
of prayers and exhortations, the observance of the Lord's
Supper (I Cor. 11-28); and giving of our means as we have
been prospered (I Cor. 16:2).

8. That the Christian life is a life of activity, develop-

PAGE SEVEN

ment and service (Matt. 25:14-30; Matt. 25:35-40).

Such we are—simply Christians—with no creed but
Christ, no discipline but the New Testament, contending
with all our souls for the restoration of the divine order
established by Christ and His apostles.—A Tract.

JUST WHY SHOULD IT BE?
(You answer)

A. H. BRYANT

Should some one come to you by chance,
And ask a reason why,
Does America drink, carouse and dance
While her sons must fight and die?
Our government builds her war plants
While near her alley doors
The liquor traffic raves and rants
With lusts upon its floors.
On the air announcers strangely vie,
"Buy bonds and keep America free.
Keep the fighting men's courage high,
Support them on land or sea."
Suddenly the voice has changed its plea,
"Be sure you dance, drink and brawl."
They urge to a sensual, ruthless spree,
At a swanky mid-night ball.
Its drink and gamble and adultery too,
Fun and music, sensual and gay.
Its places of revelry, mantled with brew
While our sons plead with us to pray.
Be sure, we reap the seeds we sow,
Wanton pleasure is rewarded with pain.
The reward for such folly is misery and woe,
And our sons will have died in vain.

TO MY DEAR LORD

PAULINE HARTSELL

You are an unseen friend of mine
Worth more than all the world to me,
When my friends forsake, you are kind,
The way of life you make me see.
You give me, "the wealth of the world,"
Understanding, Wisdom and Peace,
Noble banner to me unfurled,
| shall drink deeply of your lease.
You give me truth that stands the test,
On solid foundation | stand,
Scriptures of pearl | do not wrest,
Are given by your unseen hand-
To me you've said you'll not forsake,
How grand to have a friend like you.
You, who never make a mistake,
My heart's desire you grant me too—
Thank you Lord, for all your blessings
For all these riches | did yearn,
Sin won't pay, | learned my lesson
May | your wealth Lord never spurn.
Then 1 shall dwell at peace an earth.
With joy, honor and glory too,
In eternal life, oh what mirth,
To have such blessings Lord with you.
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NOTES—REPORTS

* % *

Alameda, California. December 31:
The year closed in a fine way with the
Alameda church. Some New Years
revelers took the hall where the Cen-

tral congregation in Oakland meets
and Brother Darling and members
came over to Alameda Sunday eve-
ning. Brother Darling then invited all

to come to his house and the remain-
der of the evening was spent in sing-
ing and the New Year welcomed with
a prayer. The congregation in Ala-
meda_enjoyed a greater attendance at
the Sunday evening and Wednesday
evening  services during December
than any previous month, which is en-
coura%ing.—Lond E. Ellis, 1504 Fern-

side Bilvd.
* * %

Mena, Arkansas: Your paper is
thoroughly appreciated and makes me
stronger in the faith. | could hardle(/
do without it. Keep up the good wor
you are doing. The church here is not
doing so well. We are without a
preacher. We would like to have a
preacher, but would not be able to use
an expensive one. If you could help
us in that way it would certainly be

appreciated.— Felix Voigtlander.
* * %

Just received a shipment of Nichol's
pocket Bible encyclopedia. Price 50c.

Your order filled same day received.
* * %

Large Print Testaments No. 326

As we fgo to press (January 10) our
supply of the popular Large Print
Testaments, No. 326, is exhausted. We
are rationed on this number, but a sup-
ply is expected from the publishers
very soon. We will hold all orders
received and ship when our supply ar-
rives. If you want a copy from the
next shipment we receive we would
advise you to send in your order now.

* * %

Ozark. Arkansas. January 4: We
held our opening services in the new
building here ecember 24. Brother

James L. Neal of Springdale preached
at 11:00 o'clock on "The Blood-Stain-
ed Pattern of the Christ." The after-

noon services consisted of sirljging, led
by Brother Kyle McElroy, and visiting
song leaders, and short talks bé Bro.
Leo Swearengen of Paris, rother

Pickartz of Ozark, and Brother Neal.
The services were well attended. In
the afternoon there were visitors from
Paris, Russellville, Cicil, Coal Hill, and
Alma. We wish at this time to thank
each and every one who had any part
in making this service possible. With-
out the many donations from different
congregations and individuals, the
buil in% could not have been built and
ready for use. There will now be reg-
ular services here in Ozark, and any
one passing thru is invited to stop
and worship with us.—Earl Gibson.

Fort Smith, Ark., January 2: The
meeting in Combes, Texas, closed
without visible results. It was my
second effort with them. 1944 has

come and gone. It was a busy year
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with me. | taught nine singing schools
and assisted in twelve meetings and
established two new congregations. 28
were baptized. M¥ work carried me
into eight states. This leaves me in a
very interesting singing school in
Miami, Oklahoma. | taught for them
four years ago. | will preach five days
in  Prescott, Arizona, beginning Jan.
10th and then to San Diego, Calif., for
a meeting. I have fourteen weeks
work in California. | have some va-
cant dates for 1945. I'd like to be kept
in good old Arkansas and Oklahoma,

the two states in which | have spent
my life except six years in Texas.
Brethren, | think you for every Kkind-

ness.—Will W. Slater, Station A.
* * *

Damascus, Arkansas: | spent the last
week of December 1944 with brethren
over in Kentucky and Tennessee.
Preached at Mt. Harmon Church of
Christ, Hickmon, Kentucky, Sunday,
December 24. A fine congregation
and | love and appreciate them and
their work there. We are looking for-
ward and praying for greater work to
be done in this part of Arkansas.
Brother Voyd N. Ballard and Brother
Harold L. Sharp will hold two meet-
ings each for congregations | am labor-
ing with here in Van Buren county.—

Roy Henderson.
* * %

OBITUARY

God in his wisdom and mercy saw
fit to call our loved one, Mrs. L. F.
Delaney of Beebe, Arkansas, on De-
cember 10, 1944. She leaves to mourn
her passing her husband, four daught-
ers, one son and a host of relatives and
friends.

She suffered for eleven months
and twenty days. She bare her suf-
fering and pain without one word of
complaint. he never gave up until
the end and now rests with our Savior
She was a faithful member of the
church of Christ for nine years and she
was always found at the house of wor-
ship when ever her health would per-
mit. We miss her so much, but we
must live for God and meet her in His

wonderful home.—Hazel Delaney, her
daughter.
* * %
Houston, Texas, December 31: The

congregation meeting in the Houston
school building met in our new build-
ing in Barclay place on Laurakoppe
near Holmestead. In spite of war time
restrictions we have a neat, comfort-
able building. It is small but will suf-
fice for the present and immediate fut-
ure. There Is plenty land left to en-
large it or build another separate unit.
We are thankful for the wunity and
personal sacrifices that help make this
possible.—L. B. McClevey, R. 10, Box
1879 A.

* * %

Corning. Arkansas, January 3: Dur-
ing the month of December, | preached
at the following places: first Sunday
at Reyno, Arkansas. We lived at Rey-
no four years in the past. It was a real
treat to meet with them again. Second
Sunday at McEray, seven miles N.E. of
Ronendensprings. One restored at 11:00
service. Third Sunday at Biscoe, Ark.
A very small congregation at Biscoe
but very interested. Fourth Sunday at

Walnut  Grove. Fifth  Sunday | mee
with the congregation here in the new
building. It is not quite completed buf
near enough to use. I'm teaching a
class in vocal music here. | have some
open dates for meetings next summer.
If you need me write me—C. E. Mec
Cord.

* % %

Wilkinson, Miss., January 2 The
meeting at Eden, Idaho was from Nov.
19th to Dec. 1st. They really believe
in singing. The meeting at Jerame,
Idaho, was from December 3rd to 17th.
Brother Owen Aikin is the local
preacher and song leader. He is a
busy man for the cause. | preached at
Corinth near here the 24th and 31st.
| also went back to Eden, Idaho on
Lord's Day afternoons of Dec. 3, 10
and 17th. The cause is growing in
Northwest. If you need me in radius
of 300 mies of here write me—
David M. Owens.

PEOPLE'S
NEW TESTAMENT WITH 1
NOTES
— .
P e gmak . N

e ot

- s ]

= e HOES i

| cr AMENT 1

= sapsy TESEANTS {

g |

;

| 2

=

==

| o 1.

= .

B

=

| 3

|2

| 2
4 -

|

|7

|4

|3

| o p /4

-_ i 4

T /4

W i d
A S prd
. /4
. N /4
T rd
T r
T p 4
N p
V4
~

By B. W. Johnson

This
tary for

is an wusually good commen-
general use, covering the
entre New  Testament. Both  the
King James Authorized Version and
the American Standard Revised Ver-
sion are given, which enables the
reader to compare instantly any
passage under consideration. The
very comprehensive explanatory notes
underneath the passages of Scrip-
ture to which they apply are very-
helpful in assisting in the study of
difficult passages and in giving brief
information of a  historical  nature.
Volume One covers the four Gospels
and Acts of Apostles, 542 pages.
Volume Two covers the Epistles and
the Book of Revelation, 512 pages.
Price: Cloth, $2.50 per volume.

Gospel Light Publishing Co.
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This article is based on the first 13 verses of the the poor, who came to their assembly, instead of preach-

second chapter of the book of James. The aim of the en-
tire book is to show that true religion consists in obeying
the law of God; in this passage the apostle forbids par-
tiality and teaches that complete obedience to all God's
laws is necessary to Christianity.

PARTIALITY

James, in simple language, states the prohibition, "My
Brethren, Hold not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Lord of glory, with respect of persons", (ch. 2:1). Many
able critics and commentaries say that in the original this
is in the form of a question. Defined "respect of persons"
means, ‘literally, reception of faces, regard to external
circumstances" (Pulpit Commentary); "partiality, respect to
the outward circumstances of men and not to their in-
trinsic merits" (Thayer). Faith is put for the whole of re-
ligion, and the passage teaches that any partiality or pre-
ference, based on external reasons, is inconsistent with the
religion of Christ. Respect of persons may be based on (a)
riches, (b) nationality, or (c) for advantage. Respect of
persons may be manifested by showing more courtesy to-
ward, or by failing to rebuke a person's sin.

(a) Partiality for the rich. In New Testament times,
as in our own day, folks were inclined to show undue
favoritism on account of wealth and apparel. James con-
demned such preference, "For it there come into your
synagogue a man with a gold ring, in fine clothing, and
there come in also a poor man in vile clothing; and ye
have regard to him that weareth the fine clothing, and say,
Sit thou here in a good place; and ye say to the poor man,
Stand thou there, or sit under my footstool; do ye not
make distinctions among yourselves, and become judges
with evil thoughts?" (vs. 2-4). Their thoughts were evil,
because they were swayed solely by worldly attire; their
distinctions were sinful, because their respect was measur-
ed by a man's wealth without regard to his character.

In the next five verses James shows the folly of par-
tiality to the rich and gives further proof that it is sinful.
In the first place, note, "Hearken, my beloved brethren;
did not God choose them that are poor as to the world to
be rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he promis-
ed to them that love him? But ye have dishonored the
poor man." (vs. 5-6). Their conduct was shown to be
wrong, because it was in direct contrast to God's disposi-
tion toward the poor. One of the distinguishing marks of
the new covenant was, "the poor have the gospel preached
unto them" (Mt. 11:5; Lk. 7:22). But they had dishonored

ing the gospel to them. A second proof is stated, "Do not
the rich oppress you, and themselves drag you before the
judgment?" (vs. 6). The persecution of early Christians
was mainly from rich unbelieving Jews, hence it was ex-
treme folly to give preference to the rich when they at-
tended the assembly. A third reason is given, "Do not
they blaspheme the honorable name by which ye are
called?" (vs. 7). The rich Jews blasphemed Christ's name
and opposed his religion; hence they, as a class, did not
merit  favoritism.

The above is sufficient to show that partiality to the
rich, either in the church or out of it, is wrong, and sin-
ful. "If ye have respect of persons, ye commit sin" (vs. 9).
It is wrong to extend a bigger welcome to rich folks than
to poorer people, who attend our service. It is wrong for
a rich brother to either take, or be given, greater voice in
control of the affairs of the church than less fortunate
brethren of equal knowledge and spirituality. However,
there is to be no stigma attached to the possession of weal-
th. A rich sinner is as much a gospel subject as any man,
and a wealthy brother who is spiritually minded can do
much to the upbuilding of the church. The point is that
riches is not to become the standard of our regard for peo-
ple.

(b) In New Testament times the Jewish Christians
were inclined to show favoritism to those of their own
nation. This defection was manifested by Peter in Antioch,
when "he drew back and separated himself" from the
Gentiles and the "rest of the Jews dissembled likewise."
Their partiality was based entirely upon nationality, and
Paul "resisted him to the face, because he stood condemn-
ed", (Gal. 2:11-13). Seemingly the hardest lesson that the
Jewish Christians had to learn was, "that God is no re-
specter of persons: but in every nation he that feareth him
and worketh righteousness is acceptable with him" (Acts
10:34-35; Rom. 2:11).

(c) Probably the most prolific source of "respect of
persons" in the church today is that rebuked by Jude,
"their mouth speaketh great swelling words, showing re-
spect of persons for the sake of advantage" (Jude 11). False
teachers used the tools of flattery and partiality to beguile
men into advancing their selfish designs. By partiality a
man may build a clique about himself to promote his per-
sonal advantage, and pull the church down to the plane of
a political party where it will be governed by the gang

(Continued on page five.)
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MANPOWER SHORTAGE AND THE "LIQUOR
HOLIDAY"

Under the above heading the "Arkansas Methodist" of
January 11 carries an editorial which could well serve as
a warning of "things to come" in these tragic times. The
editorial is occasioned by the fact that the nation's dis-
tilleries have been released from their vital job of making
alcohol for the war effort to engage in making whiskey
during the month of January.

Although a large per cent of this whiskey the distill-
ers are to make during the month of January is "ear-
marked" for our armed forces abroad, we are still unable
to see any consistency whatever in the order. To us the
move is capable of even more tragic results when we know
that our sons (and daughters), who are supposed to be
fighting for the very existence of our liberties, are to be
given the stuff. We are of the opinion that this news will
be cause for rejoicing in Berlin and Tokyo. We print the
editorial from the Methodist here:

"Logic and reason seem to have some place in govern-
mental planning untii we come to deal with the liquor
question. When that question comes up, logic, reason and
sensible conclusions pass out and almost anything may
happen.

"We are being told that there is a great man-power
shortage hence it is impossible to produce enough tires for
both the war requirements and civilian needs. THERE-
FORE civilians must wait until war needs are met; a logi-
cal conclusion. We are told that the manpower shortage
and the increased needs of our armed forces have created
a new shortage in food supplies. The army must, of
course, have necessary supplies. THEREFORE many food
coupons must be invalidated and many food items again
must be rationed; again a logical conclusion. We have a
manpower shortage and a transportation shortage.
THEREFORE, concludes the government, horse racing and
dog racing in America must be stopped for the duration;
this is also a logical, rational conclusion.

"Then up comes the demands of the liquor traffic for
special consideration. The preliminary argument must, of
course, follow the same pattern. There is an acute man-
power shortage; so critical in fact that 4F's must be draft-
ed and many farm labor deferments canceled, despite the
shortage of vital food supplies. THEREFORE—and here
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any semblance of sequence or of a logical conclusion goes
haywire. THEREFORE, concludes the government, the
liquor business should be given a "liquor holiday" through
January in which the entire manpower of the liquor in-
dustry, engaged in making alcohol for the war effort, is
released from this vital work and turned to making whis-
key and in that process to use tons of vital food supplies.
Accepting the premises given but by the government as
true, it would be hard to realize how a group could con-
jure up a more indefensible, unexpected conclusion.

"In the face of all the noise about manpower and food
shortage, this decision, to release to the liquor interests the
tremendous manpower it is now using to make alcohol for
war purposes and tons on end of vital food materials for
the making of whiskey, is so illogical, so unreasonable and
inconsistent that it leaves a great body of Americans in-
tellectually nauseated. This irrational, discriminating ac-
tion, so favorable to the liquor traffic is a disgusting, ir-
ritating insult to a great body of loyal, patriotic American
citizens."

Freedom or License

From Church Chimes comes the following description
of four freedoms as practiced in America:

We have freedom from want, and use it to eat junk,
drink liquor and wear zoot suits.

We have freedom of speech, and use it to tell foul
stories, to deal in malicious gossip and to take God's name
in vain.

We have freedom of the press, and use it to run moro-
nic comic strips, to conduct Hollywood gossip columns
about the fifth husband and the seventh wife, and to re-
tail the most vicious and villainous crimes.

We have freedom of worship, and use it as freedom
from worship, never going to God's house to give grati-
tude to Him for His many and great blessings.

(The author must have had an attack of dyspepsia be-
fore he wrote this, but there is too much truth in it for
comfort.)

REMEMBERING GOD

Young folk are preparing for future years in this
world. They are getting high school, college, and univer-
sity education, preparing for business and professional
careers. But too many of them forget, or have never read
the admonition of the wise man, who said, "Remember
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil
days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt
say, | have no pleasure in them." God has permitted us
to be here, and He expects us to get the best out of life.
Therefore folk need education; they must pursue a liveli-
hood; but in preparing for time they should remember
eternal interests. Days will come when those without God
will find no pleasure in them.

Our ears are very important.
and pass on down into our hearts. If those things are
good, they will make our heart good. If they are evil,
they make our heart evil. Jesus said, "Blessed are the
pure in heart." If we want pure hearts we must not let
our ears listen to that which is unclean,

Things enter our ears
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The Church That Belongs To Christ

LLOYD E. ELLIS

When Jesus said, "upon this rock | will build my
church," he clearly indicated that the church would be-
long to him. He called it his church, and this is true in a
number of respects.

In the first place, the church belongs to Christ be-
cause he purchased it himself. After Jesus had gone, and
men were working in the church of the Lord, Paul told the
elders of the church in Ephesus to watch over those be-
longing to the church at that place—the church which
Jesus had purchased with his own blood. Yes, the church
belongs to Christ because he paid the price for it which
no other could pay. He died for all and purchased unto
himself a people for his name, who would be desirous of
following him all of the way, who would be willing to
give themselves to good works.

The church belongs to Christ, and he is the head over
all things to this church, which means that men who would
live in the church must look to Jesus for the directions
concerning all that they do in that instruction. When he
tells them what to do, then that they must do if they are to
be Christians, for if they begin to turn away from his com-
mandments, they immediately begin to follow someone
else and not the Christ. But if men refuse to do what the
Savior says for them to do, they are not working in the
church that he built, for he is the authority in that church.
Men who will not obey the authority under which they
live are in rebellion, so those who claim to be following
Christ, and refuse to listen to him are in rebellion to him.

If the church belongs to Christ, and we are in the
church, or part of it, then we too belong to him, and this
is true. Those who have turned away from the world and
have turned unto Christ are no longer their own, but they
are bought with a price and belong to the Lord. The duty
of such individuals is to glorify the Lord of Glory with
their bodies, that is, they are to live such lives here in the
world as will show forth the praises of him who died for
them.

If one belongs to a worldly organization which the
Lord did not establish, then that one does not have any
right to expect eternal life from Christ, for the gift of God
is eternal life, but this gift is through Christ and not
through man-ordained ways. Men have no right to set up
their own systems of religious worship, ignore what the
Lord has said, and then expect something of the Lord.

When men become members of the church that be-
longs to Christ, there is no necessity for them to exercise
themselves in determining in councils and synods just
what they will do in the matter of worship, or how they
will receive others into their membership, for the one who
did all things well has already determined just what ought
to be done, and the principles controlling these activities.

Instead of trying to formulate systems of their own,
men need only to learn what the Lord has said concern-
ing the various matters pertaining to his church, and then
resolve and determine to live by what he has said.

In the church that belongs to Christ there is salvation
and there is salvation in no other. There is no other name
by which men can be saved, for in Jesus Christ alone is

salvation. Men who wear other religious names are not
honoring the Christ, but someone else. They will have to
look to the one whom they honor for their reward, for
they have no claim upon Christ and he has promised them
nothing in the name of someone else. Those who are honor-
ing Christ are in his church and turn away from vain glory
and honor. They seek the glory and honor that is in Christ
Jesus, they glorify him by wearing his name; follow him
in obedience to whatsoever he has said, and have the prom-
ise of eternal life in the end.

PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY (NO. 3)

(Continued From Page One)
that can make the most noise. A group of preachers might
form a ring, and exchange favors—showing "respect of
persons" among themselves for the sake of the advantages
or benefits they mutually derived. Corrupt political pa-
tronage is not good for any institution, and should never
be practiced in the church.

After forbidding favoritism, James stated our duty to-
ward all men regardless of external factors, "Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself" (vs. 8). This attitude we
must maintain toward all, regardless of nationality, wealth
or rank. Respect of persons is prohibited, but regard to
character is essential. God does not respect persons, but
he accepts character (i. e. "he that feareth him and work-
eth righteousness"). For obvious reasons we cannot show
the same disposition toward a propagate that we do to-
ward a Christian—and when we make a difference we are
not showing respect of persons, but regard for character.
Members of the church are special objects of our service,
"Let us work that which is good toward all men, and
especially toward them that are of the household of the
faith" (Gal. 6:10).

COMPLETE OBEDIENCE

The false idea that some commandments were more
important than others was current in Bible times, and
many today still think that some commands must be obey-
ed while other commands are non-essential. James rebuk-
ed this false notion in these words, "For whosoever shall
keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is
become guilty of all" (vs. 10). Then he showed the reason
that this is so, "For he that said, Do not commit adultery,
said, also, Do not kill. Now if thou doest not commit
adultery, but killest, thou art become a transgressor of the
law" (vs. 11). The law rests upon the authority of God,
the lawgiver, and to violate or ignore any command is
equivalent to defying the authority of the lawgiver. Sec-
tarians violate the lesson when they say that faith is es-
sential to salvation, but another of God's commands, "to
be baptized," is not necessary. Some Christians violate the
principle by carefully doing their duty in one line and neg-
lecting it in another. For example: a man might be dili-
gent in visiting the sick, but if he neglects the Lord's Day
assembly he is guilty of all. Let us examine ourselves and
be sure that we are obeying all God's commandments, for
if we are lacking in one we become guilty of all.



PAGE SIX

THEGOSPEL LIGHT

Who Is A Liar ?

FLOYD J. SPIVY

Paul said in Romans 3:4, "Let God be true, but every
man a liar."

| have no desire to take a passage of scripture out of
its proper setting. But there are times when a principle is
stated in speaking of one thing, that will apply in many
other things. In the book of Romans, Paul is carrying on
a dialogue between himself and a Jew. He is showing that
the law of Moses has fulfilled its purpose and the gospel
is now in force, and if the Jew does not obey that, he will
be lost. The Jew argues that God will save him regardless
of his unbelief and disobedience. So he asks the question
in verse 3 "For what if some did not believe? shall their
unbelief make the faith of God without effect?" Paul an-
swers in verse 4. "God forbid: yea, let God be true, but
every man a liar."

God is true, regardless of what man may say about
His dealings with the human race. When He says or does
a thing, that thing is true, just, and right. By what right
does man, who was Created by the Lord, question His
ways? When the Lord says | must do a certain thing in
order to be saved, that is true, even if | do question it.

Let us turn to His Word and see what instructions
have been given to man.

1. In the book of Mark, chapter 16, verse 16. "He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned." Who said that? The Lord
Jesus Christ. Men have and still do question that state-
ment of the Lord. They say: "Baptism is non-essential."
Now, who is a liar? Is it possible that the Lord, the One
who has all power in heaven and upon earth told a false-
hood about the matter? Can it be possible that His wisdom
was so limited that He could not see what was necessary
for a man to do to be saved? "Let God be true."

2. Jesus said: "Watch and pray, that ye enter not into
temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak." (Matt. 26:41) Then we find Paul speaking: "Where-
fore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall." (I Cor. 10:12) Again in | Tim. 4:1, "Now the Spirit
speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall de-
part from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils."

From these passages we learn that it is possible for a
child of God to fall, depart from the faith. In spite of
these and many other plain verses along the same line,
there are men who say, "You can't fall." In effect they
tell the Lord: "You don't know what you are talking
about, you are going to save me in spite of my disobedi-
ence." This is the same argument that the Jew put up to
Paul. But Paul told the Jew he would be punished for his
unbelief and disobedience. He also told him that God was
TRUE, and if there is any one who is a liar, it will be
man and not God.

3. In Acts 20:7, we find that the disciples came to-
gether upon the first day of the week. Then in Heb. 10:
25, we are admonished not to forsake the assembling of
ourselves together. Many of my brethren seem to think
that it is not necessary to assemble on every first day of
every week. Who is a liar in this matter, God or man?

chapters 8 and 9, we find that God's people are admonish-

4. Let us be careful about this. In | Cor. 12:2; Il Cor.
ed to give of their means. We are to give liberally, cheer-
fully, and systematically. A number of my brethren
seem to think the Lord is all mistaken in this matter. |
say this because | judge the tree by its fruit. (Matt. 7:20)
By their work they say to the Lord, "Lord | can use ten
dollars for my pleasure and luxury, but ten cents is enough
for you." Who is a liar?

5. In Eph. 5:19, The Lord says through Paul: "Speak-
ing to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord." He
said SING, but men say, "Lord, we need to play." Now
who is a liar in this? It is a sure thing that the Lord is
TRUE.

We might go on and on, but this is sufficient to show
the principle expressed in Rom. 3:4. When the Lord com-
mands a things, that thing must be done, regardless of
how foolish it may seem to us. If we try to add to it, or
evade it, we will be found a liar before him. "Add thou
not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be
found a liar." (Prov. 30:6)

The fate of the liar is horrible to contemplate. John
says they shall have their part in the lake of fire. (Rev. 21:
8) The only safe course is just to take the Word of the
Lord as it is, believe what it says and obey what it com-
mands.—In Center Shots.

MARKS THAT PROVE

Briefly, what are the marks that should prove that
we are the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ? What is
there in our lives to show that we have consecrated our-
selves to the service of the Master? There should be
the actual renouncing of sin. It is impossible for us to
be Christians in the true sense of the word and live the
unrestrained life of men of the world. We cannot be
Christian and seek and indulge in worldly pleasures of
every kind. We should earnestly and consistently strive
to become more like the Master, to learn of Him who is
meek and lowly of heart, and not only to learn but to
emulate Him. We should grow from day to day in Chris-
tian grace and knowledge and strength. We should seek
first of all His glory in all that we do and endeavor to
spread His Gospel. We should have the missionary spirit
which endeavors to make Christ known at home and a-
broad. These are marks that prove.

In Christ we are the shrine of God,
The Scriptures plainly say,
For God the Holy Spirit dwells
Within these walls of clay.
O wondrous truth! that | may have,
This treasure in my heart,
To live in me, and walk in me,
And ne'er from me depart.
—Ilsaac Page.
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True Happiness

The greatest happiness that can come to anyone in this
life is being a Christian, a follower of Christ, walking in
His foot-steps, doing as He did, speaking as He spoke, and
being faithful to Him as He was to His Father.

People deceive themselves in thinking that "going the
full gait" and "having a good time" is happiness. Such is
worldly happiness and leads to death—eternal separation
from God—from Christ—from all that is pure, lovely and
good. Whereas, Christian happiness leads upward—to
Christ—to God—to the "spirits of just men made perfect"—to that
there is no sickness, no sorrow, no nothing to mar one's
happiness—where there is one eternal day of joy in the
presence of God and Christ and the redeemed of the ages.
Let us reflect upon these things until our love for God so
deepens as to permeate our lives and leads us onward to-
ward those everlasting planes of light and love where
angel hosts join with the redeemed of earth in hymns of
praise to Him whose infinite love makes bright the path of
life and glories in the joy of Heaven.

We are sorry to know that we have preachers that
will tell the people that Baptism is non-essential to salva-
tion. We are sorry that any man will put himself above
the teachings of the Bible, for Jesus said, "He that believ-
eth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth
not shall be damned." (Mark 16:16). (See also Acts 10:48;
Eph. 4:5 and | Peter 3:21). Which is your choice—God or
man?

We are sorry that we have preachers who will tell the
people to join the Church of their choice, that one church
is as good as another, when our Savior prayed that they
all may be one like He and His Father were one. (John 17:
21).

The Church of Christ has no earthly head, is not a de-
nomination, has no man-made creeds. It speaks where the
Bible speaks and is silent where the Bible is silent, calls
Bible things by Bible names. It was established in Jeru-
salem in the year 33. It used no mechanical instruments
in the worship then and does not use them now.

We believe that Christ died for the Church, purchased
it with his own blood and that his purpose in establishing
this divine institution was to provide the way of salvation
for all—not to any denomination but to everybody.

We know that the New Testament should be our only
rule of faith and practice. It contains a perfect law (Jas.
1:25) in which are given all things that pertain to life and
godliness. (Il Peter 1:3).

Human creeds only serve to keep us divided and de-
feat the very unity which God desires us to maintain. No
man can be saved by following the doctrines and com-
mandments of men. (Matt. 15:9.) No man can be saved
without obeying the commandments of God. (Heb. 5:9).

The Churches of Christ carry on their worship in
simplicity in the name of Christ. Our song service consists
of praise rendered by the whole congregation in psalms,
hymns and spiritual songs. Mechanical and man-made in-
struments are not used since God has commanded us in the
New Testament to sing, but has not told us to play. (Col.
3:16).

In keeping with our Savior's request and in harmony
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with the example of the apostolic churches, we meet each
Lord's Day to remember Christ and His sacrifice. The
simple memorial of the loaf and the wine are used to
"show the Lord's death until he comes." (I Cor. 11:23-30).

The members of the One Body "Lay by in store upon
the first day of the week as God has prospered them." (I
Cor. 16:1, 2).

We are happy to state that we can all have the priv-
ilege of worshiping with any congregation of the church
of Christ wherever it may be located.

Jesus said, "Every plant which my Heavenly Father
hath not planted shall be rooted up." (Matt. 15:13). If we
are wrong on these questions here, we will be wrong when
we come to die. Then let us not teach anything religious-
ly that the Bible says nothing about. This is the safe way.
Mankind does the obeying and God does the adding to
"the church, (Acts 2:47) which is "His" church—the one
He built. (Matt. 16:18). Time and opportunity are rapidly
passing. So the thing for us to do is to see that these mat-
ters are true and in accord with the Bible.

If you are not a Christian, you need to learn your
duty to God, hear His word, believe His truth, repent of
your sins, confess your faith in the Christ and be buried
with Him in baptism and raised to walk in newness of
life. God will then add you to His CHURCH—not to any
man-made institution, and if we live faithfully, He will
give us a crown of life. We can all agree and be one in
faith and practice only when we are willing to limit our-
selves to the teachings of the New Testament.—R. W. Co-
mer, In Apostolic Times.

"** ONE ANOTHER"

In unity there is strength. God's people are exhorted
to unity and humility by the example of Christ the per-
fect One. "If there be therefore any consolation in Christ,
if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if
any bowels of mercies, fulfii ye my joy, that ye be like-
minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one
mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory;
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than
themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but
every man also on the things of others. Let this mind be
in you, which was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:1-5).

"Use hospitality one to another” (I Peter 4:9).

"Love one another" (John 15:17).

"Consider one another" (Heb. 10:24).

"Comfort one another" (I Thess. 4:18).

"Serve one another" (Gal. 5:13).

"Receive ye one another" (Rom. 15:7).

"Exhort one another" (Heb. 3:13).

"Confess your faults one to another" (James 5:16).

"Submitting yourselves one to another" (Eph. 5:21).

"Pray one for another" (James 5:16).

"Above all things have fervent charity among your-
selves: for charity shall cover a multitude of sins" (I Peter
4:8).

"As every man hath received the gift, even so mini-
ster the same one to another, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God" (I Peter 4:10).

A sham
generation.

religion will neither save nor keep the rising
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The New Testament Church (No. 2)

FRANK J. DUNN

THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH

The beginning of the New Testament church is a sub-
ject of vital concern to all men. Unless we find its begin-
ning, we cannot know its constitution and governing laws.
A mistake concerning the time and beginning of Texas as
a sovereign state means the difference between our con-
stitution and that of the Texas Republic or of Spain. The
territory now included in Texas has been under five flags—yet no o
Mexico, Spain, France, or the Texan Republic to determine
the constitutionality of a law today. When the Republic
threw off the yoke of Spanish rule, it denounced every
vestige of its authority. Similarly, when it became a part
of the United States, it became subject to the Federal Con-
stitution. In like manner, there have been three principal
ages in the history of man, and in each the people of God
have been subject to a different system of law. The first
began with Adam and ended when the law was given to
Moses at Mt. Sinai. The second began with the giving of
the law of Moses and ended when Jesus died on the cross.
The third and last age began at the cross and will continue
until the end of time.

God's plan of dealing with man in every age has been
the same. He has always demanded faith and obedience.
The conditions in the plan—i. e., the specific laws govern-
ing man's relation to God and his fellow man—have dif-
fered in every age. Hence, we must find the beginning of

the church in order to understand the terms of entrance
into it, and the laws regulating Christian worship and
Christian  living.

When, then, did the New Testament church begin? Let
us first note that it could not have been before the death
of Christ. If it began prior to Christ's death, it was estab-
lished under the law of Moses, for during his lifetime
Christ observed the Mosaical law and taught his disciples
to do likewise (Mt. 5:17-20). But when the law of Moses
was fulfilled in Christ's death on the cross, it was removed.
Thus we read in Col. 2:14, "He hath taken it out of the
way, nailing it to the cross." Had the church been estab-
lished before the cross, it would now exist without a law
since the economy then in effect was taken out of the way.
No kingdom can exist without a system of law. Therefore
the church could not have been established prior to the
death of Christ.

As the law of Moses came to an end when Jesus died
on the cross, a new and better law was given to take its
place. Thus we read that Christ is "the mediator of a
new covenant, that a death having taken place for the
redemption of the transgressions that were under the first
covenant, they that have been called may receive the pro-
mise of the eternal inheritance. For where a testament is,
there must of necessity be the death of him that made it.
For a testament is of force where there hath been death:
for it doth never avail while he that made it liveth" (Heb.
9:15-17). The new covenant is the constitution of the New
Testament church. It went into effect after the death of
"him that made it"—our Lord Jesus Christ, and it is fto
continue until time is no more.

Moreover, the beginning of the church could not have
occurred after the time of the apostles. Paul says, The
Father "delivered us out of the power of darkness, and
translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love"
(Col. 1:13). In the eleventh chapter of | Corinthians he
gives instructions concerning the manner in which the
Lord's supper is to be observed in the church, which Christ
instituted to be observed in his kingdom. The terms, "king-
dom" and "church" are used interchangeably throughout
the New Testament to denote the same institution (Mt. 16:
18-19). These and similar passages show that the apostles
spoke of the church as a reality, already in existence; that
they were already in it; and that the church was assembl-
ing to partake of the Lord's Supper, which was to be done
after the establishment of the kingdom.

In the light of these facts, | would not want to entrust
the salvation of my soul to an institution which claims to
have existed on earth before the death of Christ, or with
an organization which has come into existence since the
time of the apostles.

The exact date of the beginning of the New Testa-
ment church is so definitely fixed by Christ and the Old
Testament prophets that no room for doubt is left. About
700 B. C. the prophet Isaiah stated the time, place and con-
ditions for the establishment of the church. "And it shall
come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the
Lord's house shall be established in the top of the moun-
tains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations
shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say,
Come ye, and let us go up to the house of the God of Jacob
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his
paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word
of the Lord from Jerusalem" (Isa. 2:2, 9). In Micah. 4:1-3
we have almost identically the same language. Joel pro-
phesied concerning the coming of the Holy Spirit which
was to accompany the establishment of the kingdom, stat-
ing that it would take place in "the last days" (Joel 2:28).
The expressions, "the Lord's house" and "The house of the
God of Jacob" signify the church of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Thus Paul says, "The house of God . . . is the church of the
living God" (I Tim. 3:15). The term "mountain" signifies
government (Ps. 2:6; Dan. 21:35, 45). The government of

the Lord's house was to be established above all human
governments. The time was to be "the last days"; the
place, Jerusalem, and the conditions, "all nations" would
be included.

In 26 A. D., John the Baptist, preaching in the wilder-
ness of Judea, commanded the people to repent "for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Mt. 3:2). The time for
the establishment was drawing near. But it did not take
place during the lifetime of John, for several months after
John's death, Christ spoke of the church as yet in the
future, when he said to Peter, "I will build my church"
(Mt. 16:18).

Some six to eight months before his death, Jesus said
to his disciples, "There are some of them that stand by,
who shall in no wise taste of death, till they see the king-
dom of God come with power" (Mk. 9:1). From this state-
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ment we learn: (1) that the kingdom had not yet come; (2)
it was to come during the lifetime of some who were then
present; (3) that some would probably die: (4) that it would
"come with power." Unless we wish to admit that some
of the apostles are yet living, we must agree that the king-
dom has been established. We may note also that both
Jesus and Judas died soon thereafter. If we can find the
exact time when the "power" came, we will have located
the time when the kingdom came— because the kingdom
and the power were to come together.

Shortly before his ascension Christ told his apostles to
"tarry ye in the city (Jerusalem), until ye be clothed with
power from on high" (Lk. 24:49). The disciples then ask-
ed, "Lord, dost thou at this time restore the Kingdom to
Israel?" Jesus replied, "It is not for you to know times or
seasons, which the Father has set within his own authority.
But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come
upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem
and in all Judaea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth" (Acts 1:6-8). Now turning to the second
chapter of Acts we read, "And when the day of Pentecost
was now come, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly there came from heaven a sound as of the rush-
ing of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where
they were sitting. And there appeared unto them tongues
parting asunder, like as of fire;'and it sat upon each one of
them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance" (Acts 2:1-4).

The apostle Peter said, "This is that which hath been
spoken through the prophet Joel: And it shall come to
pass in the last days, saith God, | will pour forth of my
Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and
your old men shall dream dreams" (Acts 2:17). Luke states
that "there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men
from every nation under heaven" (Acts 2:5), and Peter
said that the promise was to them, and to their children
"and to all that are afar off (Gentiles) even as many as the
Lord our God shall call unto him" (Acts 2:39).

Herein we have the fulfilment of all the prophecies
made concerning the beginning of the church: (1) the pow-
er came upon the apostles as promised by the Lord; (2)
the gospel which was for "all nations" began to be preach-
ed on this day: (3) Jews "from every nation under heaven"
were present, and Peter said the promise of the gospel was
also "to them that are afar off;" (4) Peter referred to the
occasion as being the fulfilment of Joel's prophecy, and
the time as "the last days;" (5) eleven of the apostles, who
were present when Christ foretold the coming of the
kingdom with power during their lifetime, witnessed the
beginning of the church; (6) "the word of the Lord"—i. e.,
the Gospel which Peter preached—went forth from Jeru-
salem, the proper place. The apostle Peter preached the
first gospel sermon in the name of the resurrected Christ,
and in response to it, three thousand souls were added to
the church that day (vs. 41). Later Peter refers to the
event as the "beginning" (Acts 11:15).

In the light of these facts, it is certain that the church
was established on this particular occasion, the first Pente-
cost following Christ's resurrection, in 30 A. D., at Jeru-
cealeam
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In conclusion, let us observe the terms of entrance in-
to the church as set forth in Peter's sermon on this occa-
sion. After his resurrection, Christ said to his disciples,
"Thus it is written, that Christ should suffer, and rise a-
gain from the dead the third day; and that repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in his name unto all
the nations, beginning from Jerusalem" (Lk. 24:46, 47).
Here, on the first Pentecost after the resurrection of
Christ, Peter said to those who believed, "Repent ye, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
unto the remission of your sins" (Acts 2:38). On this day
then, the gospel for all nations—the constitution of the
New Testament church—began to be preached. When the
apostle Peter announced the conditions upon which God
offered the forgiveness of sins, he used "the keys of the
kingdom" which had been given unto him by the Lord
Jesus Christ (Mt. 16:19). Hence, the law of entrance which
he here announced was bound in the courts of heaven, and
made compulsory on all subsequent generations who would
enter the Kingdom of heaven. No man from that day un-
tii now has been privileged to alter the law which was
here given.

The word of the Lord which went forth from Jeru-
salem on this occasion is spoken of as "the seed of the
kingdom" (Mt. 13). Sown in the hearts of these men and
women, it brought forth obedience. "Then they that re-
ceived his word were baptized: and there were added unto
them in that day about three thousand souls" (Acts 2:41).
So it was that the church began, and so it is perpetuated.
No religious institution is existence today can make a valid
claim for an unbroken chain of succession from the New
Testament church until now. However, seed planted in
one generation will bear the same kind of fruit as when
planted in any other. The gospel is the seed; the church,
the fruit. Such was true 1900 years ago when the church
began. When planted in the hearts of men today, the gos-
pel produces the same fruit. Thus, by submitting to the
conditions that Peter announced on Pentecost, men today
receive remission of sins, become members of the church
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and share in all the blessings of
God.

The Bible, as no other book, is the world's book. Some
part of it has been translated into over a thousand langu-
ages—the whole of it into 184. In it lies the one hope for
the world—in it lie the answers to many daily, perplexing
problems.

The person who pities himself is grooming himself for
failure and will never grow up to be a real man until he
buckles into work with his head up and saves his pity for
the other fellow.—Unknown.

Every one needs a friend; be sure to be one to some-
body, and remember always that God sent Christ into the
world to be the friend of every man.

"Believe not half you hear; repeat not half you be-
lieve; when you hear an evil report, halve it, then quarter
it and say nothing about the rest of it."—Spurgeon.

Fortiine doecec not chanadae men it onlvy i1inmacke them



e NG S
e N\

........

| L} — SO e o T ——
——meee et 5 T NEN 3 N Y 4 et e e ] e A S N e e
e ————mme—eeme (7 nf] T AT a F N o & A Y =2 A L Mt e, e S e
—— e N IR ——h.,. A AR —— e AN RIS
— v el N ) N P Y AY &Y &Y o B e R e N gl e e §
27 R, e Y T T RN L N N R A T il PN (ama T Ao N e /4]
V{4 AN Y = RAS\ e NG It T N N N LS 1V Y R S o | |y /4
r/ 1 n \¥/ — - ~ — N\ | T - el 174 . e A R /AR —
g 4 Vs o —~ e N SN AN IS P ] il 1] L A T [ CN———
by | /4N AWV E /dI\A 1] 1R Y PN 1IN 24 1 VN >) 113
1 {d] sl § | ANl (Il TYHE| Y| 1} 74Emti fe 1
1 ol 1o 3 [N g 1 1 i} 1l Ir 1 ] [
(L] ae—— |H | i [§ 1AW Vaan! 11 [ | il | 11 I
it v 11 (Y 1] ] THEE N\ v ] N 1| Il 1 | n N
1 1Y 1 1} IR v I} ] I 1| 1 1| 1l Il
N [ TRy T } | d 1w/ Imi il Il ]I | {ml ] 18 2
1l 17\ JIR\ Y 1% JIER . (& _I1m| JER\ R\, Ja )
L\ \Y IH \W>J 4 : — N7 e W\ N/ N/ W7
A\ _\¥ JAR\ S— S - —— \W} N — T——
= T VY
T——
A\

|

"THY WORD IS A LAMP UNTO MY FEET, AND A LIGHT UNTO MY PATHWAY."—PSALMS 119:105

VOLUME 15

DELIGHT, ARKANSAS, JANUARY 25, 1945

NUMBER 8
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FRANK J. DUNN

The Creed of the Church

The primary meaning of the term "creed" signifies "a
formally phrased confession of faith." It is also used to
denote a formula or summary of principles adhered to. In
neither sense does the New Testament church have a creed
of human origin. It has a divine creed. If we think of
the creed of the church as a confession of faith, our con-
fession is Christ. If we think of it as a set of rules or
principles for the church, it is the gospel of Christ. The
fact that Christ is the Son of God and the author of our
salvation is enfolded in the creed of the New Testament
church. In the one sense Christ himself is the creed of
the church; in the other, he is the author of its creed. In
either case, Christ is the basis of authority in the New
Testament church.

Our confession of faith is that Christ is the Son of
God. The apostle Peter was the first man to make this
confession. Jesus asked his disciples, "Who say ye that 1
am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the loving God" (Mt. 16:15, 16). This
fact was revealed from heaven at the baptism of Jesus,
when God declared, "This is my beloved Son, in whom |
am well pleased" (Matt. 3:17); and again; on the mount of
transfiguration a voice was heard, saying, "This is my be-
loved Son, in whom | am well pleased; hear ye him" (Matt.
17:5). Jesus has promised a blessing to those who make
this confession and has fixed a curse upon those who re-
fuse to do so. Thus he says, "Everyone therefore who shall
confess me before men, him will | also confess before my
Father who is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me
before men, him will | also deny before my Father who is
in heaven" (Matt. 10:32, 33). Salvation is based upon our
confession of Christ, "for with the heart man believeth
unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation" (Rom. 10:10). When the Ethiopian eunuch
presented himself to Philip for baptism, the evangelist in-
structed him to first acknowledge his faith in Christ, and
we find him making this great confession: "I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God" (Acts 8:37).

To confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the
living God, is the greatest statement man can utter. It cost
the Savior his life to make this statement. The apostles and
many of the early Christians were put to death when they
acknowledged the Christ. While we do not endanger our
lives to the extent they did in making this confession, we
have the same commandment today, and may expect the
same blessings if we obey it. Of course, to merely utter
the words apart from faith would avail nothing. Paul said,

"Without faith it is impossible to please God" (Heb. 11:6).
The confession must be made sincerely out of a pure heart,
in humility and faith. To acknowledge Christ as the Son
of God is to accept him as Lord, King, Judge, Law giver,
and Savior. It means that we accept him as Divine, God
incarnate; that we look to him for instruction in all mat-
ters of religious faith and practice, and that we will seek
to do his will in all things.

Please note that the creed of the church is not a con-
fession of faith as formulated by some human system, but
the simple fact to which God himself bears witness that
Jesus is the Christ the Son of the living God. It was made
by Peter and the rest of the apostles and by all other
Christians in New Testament times. It is our privilege to-
day to make this simple confession, upon which Christ has
promised to own us in the presence of the Father.

There have been numerous attempts by men to for-
mulate their own creeds. The result is a multiplicity of
conflicting authority, strife and division in the religious
world. As long as men follow human creeds, articles of
faith, manuals, prayer books, catechisms, keys to the
Scriptures, and such like, division will continue to curse
Christendom. We can never have unity among the fol-
lowers of Christ untii we are willing to discard human
systems and accept the gospel of Christ as a common basis
of authority. The Bible says nothing about human creeds,
except to condemn them. If we are wiling to accept
Christ as our only creed, acknowledging him alone as our

Savior, we will have no difficulty in understanding the
religious system of which he is the author.
Paul said, "Every scripture inspired of God is also

profitable for leaching, for reproof, for correction, for in-
struction which is in righteousness: that the man of God
may be complete, furnished completely unto every good
work" (Il Tim. 3;16, 17). The scripture which God has in-
spired . . . i.e., the gospel of Christ—is all we need to make
us complete in righteousness, or perfection. James says,
"It is the perfect law, the law of liberty" (Jas. 1:25). It is
presumptuous on the part of man to attempt to improve
upon that which God regards as perfect. In fact, it is im-
possible for us to improve upon it. A thing that is already
perfect cannot be improved upon, but will, with any altera-
tion, become imperfect. It is for this reason that God
condemns all human creeds. They attempt to improve up-
on the gospel of Christ, but they only succeed in pervert-
ing it.

David realized the importance of accepting the word
of the Lord in its purity and simplicity. He said, "The law
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of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony
of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple" (Ps. 19:7);
and again, the word of God "is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path" (Ps. 119:105). The sooner all men to-
day are willing to accept the divine creed of the church
with the same faith and dependence upon it that David
here expresses, the sooner we will be able to convert the
world to Christ.

A creed is of value only as a source of common in-
struction. But if the instruction be not in harmony with
the gospel of Christ, it is a curse rather than a blessing.
The purpose of God's instruction is the salvation of all
men. The source of this common salvation is the creed of
the New Testament church. Thus we read in Jude 3 that
"the faith which was once for all delivered unto the
saints"—i.e., the gospel of Christ—is the source of "the
common salvation." If we fail to abide in this teaching,
we cannot expect the blessings of God. Thus John says,
"Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching
of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching,
the same hath both the Father and the Son" (Il John vs. 9).
It is impossible for one to abide in the teaching of Christ
and at the same time subscribe to some human creeds.

God has placed a grievous curse upon any person who
alters in any way the gospel of Christ. Paul said, "But
though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach unto
you any gospel other than that which we preached unto
you, let him be anathema. As we have said before, so say
I now again, If any man preacheth unto you any gospel
other than that which ye received, let him be anathema"
(Gal. 1:8, 9). Let all who claim to have received" some
special revelation from God, as well as all others who per-
vert the gospel of Christ, take warning from Paul's curse
here pronounced upon all who devise innovations. The
Words Paul spoke were not after men, but of God. "For
I make known to you, brethren, as touching the gospel
which was preached by me, that it is not after man. For
neither did | receive it from man, nor was | taught, it,
but it came to me through revelation of Jesus Christ"
(Gal. 1:11, 12).

To accept Christ as the creed of the church means to
neither add lo nor take from his word. John says of the
last revelation of the Lord, "l testify unto every man that
heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any
man shall add unto them, God shall add unto him the
plagues which are written in this book: and if any man
shall take away from the words of the book of this pro-
phecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life,
and out of the holy city, which are written in this book"
(Rev. 22.18, 19). We must not therefore, go beyond the
word of God as revealed to us through the Divine inspira-
tion of the New Testament writers. Likewise, we cannot
afford to minimize the importance of any of his command-
ments. Hence, Peter said, "If any man speak, let him
speak as the oracles of God" (I Peter 4:11).

Perhaps someone is now ready to suggest that we must
have human creeds in addition to the Divine creed of the
church in order to understand the word of God. Some
people regard the Bible in much the same way that they
think of an income tax return. To them it is so complicat-
ed that they must have a book to explain it; and then
another book to explain the first one, and finally, some
man to lead them out of their confusion. It is not So with
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the gospel of Christ. It is simple and easy. None of us
will have any difficulty in understanding it, if we will
read it and accept it as it is. Isaiah said, "The wayfaring
men, yea fools, shall not err therein" (Isa. 35:8). Human
creeds do not enable us lo gain a clearer understanding of
the scriptures, but always result in confusion, discord and
division.

Another says, "I believe in accepting just what the
Bible says, but we must have creeds lo suit the particular
needs of the various churches." If we accept the Bible,
and the Bible alone, as our guide in all matters of faith
and practice, we will not have a multiplicity of churches.
All the followers of Christ will be one, even as he prayed
and the apostles admonished.

Still another contends that human creeds are all right
as long as they do not alter any essential commandment
of the Lord. Now let us ask, Who is to decide which com-
mandments are essential and which are non-essential?
Christ makes no distinction in his commands, but James
says, "Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and vyet
stumble in one "point, he is become guilty of all" (Jas. 2:
10). Furthermore, if the man-made creed does not alter
the Divine creed in any way, what purpose can it serve?
If it teaches more than the gospel of Christ, it teaches too
much. If it teaches less, then it does not teach enough. If
it teaches just what the Divine creed teaches, then we do
not need it for we have the inspired creed of the church
in all its purity and simplicity in the gospel of Christ.

The apostle Paul said, "I shrank not from declaring
unto you anything that was profitable . . . For | shrank not
from declaring unto you the whole counsel of God" (Acts
20:20, 27). Again he said, "Woe is unto me, if | preach not
the gospel" (I Cor. 9:16). If we accept Christ as our creed
we must accept his gospel as our basis of authority in all
matters of religious faith and practice. Paul said, "I am
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; fo the Jew
first, and also to the Greek" (Rom. 1:16). The gospel of
Christ is God's power to save. There is no other. It is
the perfect creed of the New Testament church, by which
we are saved and through which all men become one in
Christ Jesus.

ARE WE ASHAMED?

Are we ashamed of the name, "Church of Christ"?
One would think so if we were to judge by the large num-
ber of our church buildings over the nation that bear no
name.

Rural and small town churches are especially neglig-
ent in this matter. They might have been forgiven in the
"horse and buggy days." Then everybody in the com-
munity knew where each religious body met. But today
strangers by the score drive by these buildings in their
automobiles. Many people might drop in to worship if
they only knew? their brethren were meeting there.

Under any circumstances the name of the church
standing out bravely over the door or on a bulletin board
visible to all who pass by is a testimony to the New Testa-
ment faith of those who worship therein. Let's put up the
name and live up to it.

What | gave, | have; what | spent, | had; what | kept,
| lost.—OId Epitaph.
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The Harvest Is Past

R. A. HARTSELL

"The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we
are not saved." (Jer. 8:20) Israel heard the announcement
of their fate. Two questions are ask by the Lord before
he announces that the harvest is past. These questions
point out the reason why His people had allowed oppor-
tunity to knock and leave unaccepted. "Is not the Lord
in Zion?" Sure, but they had overlooked that fact. And
a second question: "Is not her king in her?" By over look-
ing these two important facts, the people had wasted the op-
portunities extended to them by the Lord.

We are informed in chapter three that Israel had be-
some a backsliding people. In verse six the Lord asks:
R Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath
done?" And in the close of the verse, God announces one
of thesins: "............. But went and played the harlot" A-
gain in verse eight we find: "And | saw, when for all the
causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery |
had put her away." And in verse twelve, the Lord tells
how they did this. "And ye have not obeyed my voice,
saith the Lord."

In chapter two the Lord said: "Why gaddest thou a-
bout so much to change thy way? thou also shalt be asham-
ed of Egypt, as thou wast ashamed of Assyria." (v. 36).
They turned from the Lord to follow the ways of the gods
of Assyria, becoming ashamed, they turned to Egypt, and
its false ways. Thus, Israel became the gadding, backslid-
ing bride of the Lord. The people allowed the harvest and
summer to come and go without doing anything about it.
They had become so indifferent to the presence of the
Lord among them that they could not see him, because of
the ways of those about them. ' They compromised and
sold the Lord and his cause out to idolatry. Gadding back-
sliding and changing the way of the Lord robbed them of
the harvest.

While this is not a "New Year's article", it is well to
consider the passing year, at least with a question. Can |
say | have used the summer and harvest of 19447 Can
the congregation answer yes? Or must we say that we
did not recognize the presence of the Lord, our king a-
mong us; therefore, we gadded, backslid, compromised and
changed the Lord's plans? There is only one reason for
reviewing the past of life; and that is to be able to mend
our ways for the future.

But, we are interested just now in a closer study of
Jeremiah's stunning announcement. He brings Israel face
to face with a fact which we must not overlook. "Why
have they provoked me to anger with their graven images,
and with strange vanities?" This tells the full story. All
of us know that an image is an idol. But what about
"strange vanities?" Webster says vanity means: "love of
indiscriminate admiration; empty pride or conceit; fruit-
less desire or endeavor; idle show; emptiness." When a
person or congregation reaches the place where it does not
care by whom it is adorned, just so it has an admirer, or
the admiration of the multitude; it is then filled with
empty pride and conceit. It or he, finds itself with the har-
vest past and the summer ended.

Note just here the last statement of the prophet in this

connection. "Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no phy-
sician there? Why then is not the health of the daughter
of my people recovered?" When we allow the opportuni-
ties of life to pass unused by us, we provoke the same
question. Is there no balm? |Is there no cure? Balm
means, "Anything which deals or soothes pain." When we
pass the opportunities of service to God by, we have lost
the connection with that which soothes the soul's pain;
and, therefore, our spiritual health has become impaired.

While considering "harvest," it is well to mention that
the great harvest is the "end of the world." (Matt. 13:39)
This is the harvest of all things. But, there are other har-
vests, which we must not overlook. Most of us act as if
we recognized but one—the judgment. Note this one:
"Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is

plenteous, but the laborers are few." There was a ripe
harvest all around the disciples at that time. It was a
harvest of lost souls. The difficulty lay in the fact that
"The laborers were few."

Enlarging upon this harvest, Jesus said: "Say not ye,
There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? be-
hold, | say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the
fields; for they are white already to harvest." The wait-
ing time is over. Look in any direction, brother; for you
will find a harvest. Few to labour makes no difference;
for the Lord expects you to work at the job anyway.

Haven't you heard persons say: "We can't; for we are
so few in number?" That excuse has been answered nine-
teen-hundred years ago. You are too late with that one.
To these very people the Lord has spoken thusly: "But
when the fruit is brought forth, IMMEDIATELY he put-
teth in the sickle, because the harvest is come." (Mark 4:
29) When the true Christian sees the harvest, he immediate-
ly goes to work at the task, regardless of the small num-
ber to help.

There are some things in these statements which we
need to observe very closely. They are: (1) The harvest is
now. (2) The fields are ripe (white). (3) It is also plenteous.
(4) We need to lift up our eyes. (5) Look on the fields. (6)
Then IMMEDIATELY thrust in the sickle. But if we go
gadding and backsliding, we will not see the responsibili-
ties before us.

In question form, Christ presented another thought of
value. "Say ye not, There are yet four months, and then
cometh harvest?" Sure, they were indifferent about it.
"We have plenty of time." This is often the cry of the
church today, too. "Let us put the matter off; for there is
no hurry about it." When this is our attitude, we are a-

sleep. To this condition, Paul addressed this language:
"Wherefore he saith, awake thou that sleepest, and arise
from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light" If we

cannot see the opportunities about us, it is because we are
spiritually asleep. Indifference has robbed us of our vision,
and will cause us to stand just as Israel did......................... With
summer ended and harvest past.
There is a sowing essential to harvest. "That both he
that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together,"
(Continued on Page Four)
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PUT AWAY LYING

"Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man
truth with his neighbor: for we are members one of an-
other" (Eph. 4:25).

The Apostle Paul was decidedly fond of the figure of
speech which likens the church to a living body, and cer-
tainly the simile is apt and singularly well chosen. As
the body of a human being is made of thousands of cells,
each one a complete and living individual in itself, but
finding its perfection only in functioning with others to
complete a large life, so the church which is Christ's
"Body" is also a living organism. We who became a part
of that body live a separate entities in our own life, but
are joined together to be a higher company and unity.
Wherefore whatever affects one of us affects all of us, and
any harm we may do to each other hurts us equally as
much. And since no man of sanity would poke out his
own eye, tear off his own ear, and deliberately break his
own arm, it is to be expected that every Christian will be
equally careful not to harm any other Christian. The
word ‘"neighbor" is to be taken as a "fellow colonist,"
which is the exact Greek meaning in the original text, and
refers to those who dwell in proximity and mutual interest,
as the heart and the liver dwell, "neighbors" in the same

biological colony, or common-wealth.

The basic excuse for lying is generally fear. Men lie
to escape from embarrassment, punishment, pain, or blame.
The second reason is the hope of some profit. In the light
of this thought, why should Christians lie to one another?
Of course, there are some who are harsh in their judg-
ments and quick to censure, and they sometimes drive the
weak and timid brother into untruthful statements as well
as deceitful conduct. This does not excuse the liar, it
merely broadens the blame to take in also the one whose
lack of charity and consideration gives rise to the occasion
of offense. There should be no such condition in Christ's
Body, but, alas, it is not an uncommon occurrence. Even
where love actually exists the natural tendencies of fallen
men cast their bleak shadows grimly over our relation-
ships. We have known of wives who were really devoted
to their husbands, who nonetheless nagged at them so in-
sistently and continuously that the husbands developed in-
to smooth and capable liars just to keep out of disagree-
able arguments with the women they loved and lived with!
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In that same fashion some Christians have developed a
habit of falsification in self-defense against those of our
same company who pick on the faults of the brethren; for-
getting that the sin of censoriousness is one of the most
despicable faults of a Christian! It is the old case of the
mote and the beam—it all depends upon whose eye is un-
der examination!

What chaos would happen in the human body if all
its many "members" failed to tell the truth to each other!
Suppose the eye lied to the feet as to what lay ahead, and
let the feet walk into a trap that broke the legs! Suppose
the stomach lied to the mouth about its capacity and con-
tents, and the mouth went right on cramming food down
until a fatal rupture occurred in the digestive organs! Or
suppose the ear did not tell the truth about an approaching
danger and let the rest of the body be overwhelmed in an
accident that caused suffering and death!

In just this fashion the entire church depends upon the
integrity of its every member for the well-being of the
complete body. It is highly imperative that we speak
truth one to another, that all may prosper together.—
Selected.

THE HARVEST IS PAST

(Continued From Page Three)

Where there is no sowing, there can be no reaping. |
wonder, do we expect the seed to sow themselves? As |
watch the action of the church many times, | decide that
this is our attitude. But let us note the next statement of
the Lord in this respect. "And herein is that saying true.
One soweth and another reapeth. | sent you to reap that
whereon ye bestowed no labor: Other men labored, and ye
are entered into their labours." Jesus did not say: "Other
men laboured, and ye entered into their reward." | can-
not receive reward for the other man's labour. | can en-
ter into his labour, by harvesting from his sowing.

Moses allowed the harvest of entering Canaan to pass,
because he wanted to take the honor of bringing the water
from the rock unto himself and his brother. Also, he went
beyond the law of God, doing more than God directed him
to do.

Adam rejected the knock of the harvest of life and
joy in the Garden of Eden to slip away, because he ac-
cepted the doctrine of the devil. "You do not have to
obey God's commandments," was the substance of what
satan said. How often is it the case that religiously mind-
ed people allow the same doctrine to rob them of salva-
tion?

The young man of Matt. 19, permitted riches to steal
his hope of the eternal harvest. "Only one thing lackest
thou," is the thing which hindered him. The test com-
mandments of the Lord often stand in people's way.

The case of Felix is some different to the others which
we have noted. He thought that there was always time
enough left to be concerned about his soul. "Some more
convenient season, I'll call for thee.

Be sure you put your feet in. the right place, and then
stand firm.—Abraham Lincoln.

The silly when deceived exclaim loudly; the fool com-
plains; the honest man walks away and is silent,



THE GOSPEL LIGHT

PAGE FIVE

MARK 16:16

BOYD D. FANNING

This is one Verse of Scripture that has been only half
quoted more times than any verse of Scripture in the
Bible. Mark 16:16. He that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved: Some stop there but here is the rest of the verse.

But he that believeth not shall be damned. It doesn't say.

that he that is not baptized shall be damned. But he that
Believeth Not Shall Be Damned. So, my friend, don't trust
in baptism, works, church memberships. Put your faith and
trust with the Lord Jesus Christ.

The author of the above statement overlooks the dif-
ference between a condition of salvation, and a condition
of damnation. Mark 16:16 contains Christ's own words:
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." If words
have any meaning at all, belief and baptism are conditions
of salvation to the lost. Then follows the condition of e-
ternal damnation: "but he that believeth not shall be
damned."

Baptism is not a condition of damnation, but a condi-
tion of salvation to those already lost. If a man were
drowning in the Cuyahoga, and you threw a rope to him,
would that rope cause him to be lost? No, he is already
lost. But it would cause him to be saved if he took hold of
it. Man was already lost in sin when Jesus said, "He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved." This "life line"
thrown out by Christ will not cause any man to be lost. It
was thrown out to men because they were lost. According
to the promise of our Lord, all of the lost who lay hold on
this "shall be saved."

SUPERFLUITY

Why did Jesus not say, "but he that believeth not and
is not baptized shall be damned?" Because Jesus did not
make superfluous statements. Suppose | say, "He that eats
and digests his food shall live; but he that eats not and
digests not his food shall die." Such a statement would be
superfluous, for if one did not eat, there could be no diges-
tion. Likewise, if one does not believe he cannot be baptiz-
ed. Both eating and digestion are necessary to life. But the
only thing necessary for one to die is to refuse to eat. Be-
lief and baptism are conditions of salvation. But the only
thing necessary for the lost sinner to be finally damned is
disbelief.

BAPTISM OF JESUS

It is true that Jesus was not baptized to put away His
sins. It is equally true that He was not baptized because
His sins had been put away, for He had never sinned—
had never been lost. When Jesus came to be baptized,
John, at the first, refused to baptize Him. (Matt. 3:14)
Why? Because John preached baptism "for the remission
of sins." He baptized men for the remission of sins. He
knew that baptism belongs to repentance. Proof: "John did
baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of re-
pentance for the remission of sins" (Mark 1:4). He knew
that Jesus could not be baptized "for the remission of
sins," hence his reluctance to baptize Him.

A CHRISTIAN DUTY?

Some refer to baptism as a "good work" or a Chris-

tian's "duty." But a man can be Scripturally baptized but
once. "There is one baptism" (Ephesians 4:5). Would it not
be a strange "duty" or "good work" that a Christian could
perform only once during his whole life? Why not produce
the Scripture that declares baptism to be a "good work?"
Chapter and Verse, please!
RETROSPECTION

In the Beacon Journal under date of December 5,
1942, page 5, | said: "In every place in the Bible where
baptism and salvation are mentioned in the same connec-
tion, baptism is always mentioned before salvation." As ex-
amples | cited the following Scriptures: Luke 3:3; Mark 16:
16; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16. This statement remains unchal-
lenged. Why? CONCLUSION

"But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of
God against themselves, being not baptized of him" (John)
(Luke 7:30). These were not converted for the very reason
that they rejected this command of Almighty God. Com-
mands do not save. But Christ saves obedient believers.
"He became the author of eternal salvation unto all them
that obey Him" (Hebrews 5:9). Don't be deceived my
friends. You cannot put your trust and faith in the Lord
unless you obey Him. If you do not obey any command of
God, you reject God's counsel.—In The Evangelist.

GLEANINGS

WALTER W. LEAMONS

ONE DOLLAR

"$1 spent for a lunch lasts five hours.

$1 spent for a necktie lasts five weeks.

$1 spent for a cap lasts five months.

$1 spent for a car lasts five years.

$1 spent for water power or a railroad grant lasts
five generations.

$1 spent for the service of God lasts for eternity."—
Babson.

YOU WILL NEVER BE SORRY
"For living a pure life;
For doing your level best;
For being kind to the poor;
For hearing before judging;
For thinking before speaking;
For harboring clean thoughts;
For stopping your ears to gossip;
For standing by right principles;
For asking pardon when in error;
For being square in business dealing;
For promptness in keeping your promises;
For leading some souls to Christ."

The use of strong drink produces more idleness crime,
disease, want and misery, than all other causes put togeth-
er.—London Times.

"It often shows a fine command of language to say
nothing."
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"Are There Few That Be Saved?"

LLOYD E. ELLIS

The disciples of the Lord asked him this question one
time, and he replied by telling them to strive to enter in-
to the right way through the straight gate. He said that
many would seek to enter in but would not be able.

We might think for a moment upon why they were
not able to enter in. Since they seek to enter in, it would
seem to us that they might be able to enter in, but the
Lord said that many would not be able so to do.

Perhaps those who seek to enter in and fail, are try-
ing to take too much along with them. They have learned
to like a number of things in this world and believe that
they can serve the Lord and still retain everything else
that they desire in this life. Like the little boy who put his
hand into the candy jar, grasped all that he could, and
then found that he could not withdraw his hand and still
retain all the candy he had in the hand, so these will learn,
too late, that it was not possible for them to be saved and
still retain all the fleshly pleasures that have made a part
of their lives. If they would enter into the straightened
way, then they must discard those things which are con-
trary to the will of the Lord, for these things will not go
through the straight gate.

He who would climb to the mountain top cannot spend
his life always in the valley, and he cannot take all along
with him. The climber that reaches the top will find it
necessary to discard many things with which the sojourn-
ers in the valley may be pleased to keep. Just so, the one
who would be a true follower of the Christ, must lay a-
side many things which hinder. These may be sins in which
the majority of mankind engage. It may be that one is
lazy, careless and indifferent, but to win in the race for
eternal life, he must put these aside. One must strive to
enter in, and one who is indifferent is not striving. To
strive means that one must put forth every effort within
his power. The entire strength of the individual is re-
quired in performing the work of the Lord.

Perhaps this will assist in understanding that compar-
atively few will be saved. Not many love the Lord suf-
ficiently to turn away entirely from their worldly pleas-
ures to serve him. Not many care to put forth the effort
required. To look at the figure again, they would sit in
the shade in the valley, rather than climb the mountain
height.

Jesus taught in the streets of many in his day who
would not turn from their ways to follow him. The gos-
pel is preached in the presence of thousands today who
turn cold shoulders and vacant minds to the pleading of a
crucified Lord. They are too busy with their little affairs
to be much concerned about things religious. To them
the Lord will say, "Depart, | know you not." How little
and fruitless and worthless then will seem their love and
hates, their pleasures and careless lives, and how much
would they give to have an opportunity to live again, but
it will be too late. In vain do the soldiers of the cross
plead with such to turn now, while they live, for they be-
lieve that they may do as they please and still be all
right. But the Lord shows that few will be saved.

He turns none away who will come to him, and there

is room for all, but he has no room for pleasure seekers.
He wants clean, true men who will live for him. He will
have nothing to do with unfaithful ones—except to plead
with them to turn from unfaithfulness. The man who be-
lieves that just because he is a "good man" in the eyes of
his neighbors that he will be saved, is among the ones who
seek to enter in but shall not be able. The denominationa-
list who believes that he may take along with him his vari-
ous creeds and disciplines, and who thinks that something
else is just as good as what the Lord has commanded, will
be among those who sought but failed to enter in. The
Christian who argued long and loud that one must be bap-
tized in order fo be saved and then turned away and re-
fused to live for his Lord will also be among those who are
disappointed.

For, not only must one be buried with his Lord in bap-
tism in order to have the remission of his sins, but he
must also strive to live a righteous, obedient life during the
remainder of his earthly days.—In The Evangelist.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
GEORGE B. CURTIS

(This is a reproduction of one of a series of articles by
Brother Curtis which appeared in a Wilslow, Arizona
daily newspaper last year).

Life is too short, death is to certain, judgment too
sure, hell too horrible, and heaven too precious for men to
go thru this life mistaken religiously. We pass this way
but once, and if we make the mistake of following the
course of man's doctrines and miss heaven, it is too great
a price to pay for holding to denominationalism. The
Lord established one church. Eph. 4:4, 5; Col. 1:18, 24; 1
Cor. 12:20. According to the religious census of 1936
there were 257 religious bodies in the U. S. Not all of
them are right. Only one can be. The church of Christ
has never contended, nor boasted as some claim, that we
are the only people under the sun who are right. Our
claim is that God is right; Christ is right; the Holy Spirit
is right. And if we, or any one else, depart from the God-
given pattern, we are wrong. Our plea is, and has ever
been, to return to Bible standards in all things. We be-
lieve that God's way is safe, and that man's way is unsafe.
We have never asked any people to come to us. We urge
all to come to Christ. He is all and in all. We are not
concerned about father's church nor mother's church. We
realize that if father or mother had a church it was not
the New Testament institution. The church the Bible
speaks of was bought by the blood of Christ. It belongs
to Him. (Acts 20:28). Our plea is: "Back to the Bible."
The Bible accepted by all would mean the destruction of
every denomination in the world and the answer to
Christ's prayer for wunity. (John 20:20, 21). Friends, are
you willing to lay aside every preconceived idea of re-
ligion, give God's word a fair investigation and his system
a fair trial? There can be nothing wrong with a program
of this kind,
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STRANGE PEOPLE | HAVE MET People who would rather hear something bad about

People who talk about but wh another than  something  good.
eopie who talk dbout prayer, but who never pray. People who say they believe in heavenly rewards, but
People who wish to belong to the church, but who who never do anything to gain such rewards.

never attend or support the church. People who say that etemnity is of more importance
People who say that the Bible is God's word to man, than time, but who live for this present life only.

and yet who do not read it. People who say that a man reaps what he sows, and
People who criticize others for things they do them- then sow sin, disloyalty, and disobedience.

selves. People who follow the devil all their lives, but expect
People who stay away from church for trivial reasons, to go to heaven when they die.—Selected.

and then sing, "O How | Love Jesus!"

People who repeat a scandalous rumor, while declar- You cannot help men permanently by doing for them
ing they do not believe it is true. what they could and should do for themselves.—Exchange.
SERMON BOOKS AND T -
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Irwin's Bible Commentary

This  useful reference
ranged in Biblical sequence, first giv-
ing an interesting introduction to each
book of both the Old and New Testa-
ments and then explaining the mean-
ing of each verse. A very fine condens-
ed commentary. 600 pages.

Price, prepaid...........cccccoveeveeiieieenesieeean, $2.50

work is  ar-

The Great Controversy
By Ashley S. Johnson
A gripping dialogue in which those
of different faiths mutually discourse
in convention, in a Biblical and his-
torical search after the true basis of
Christian union. 294 pages.

Price, prepaid ........cccoceeeieeiie e 60c

The Great Legacy

By S. R. Ezzell
This book presents the Gospel plan
of salvation wunder the similitude of a
will. It was first printed many years
ago and a new editon was recently
brought out. It deserves a wide circu-
lation. One of our best known breth-
ren says: "lt is the clearest, plainest
and strongest exhibition of ancient
Gospel | ever saw anywhere." 272
pages.

Price, paper binding ..
Price, cloth binding ...
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the new Analytical and Comparative Concordance to
the Old and New Testaments.

This Concordance contains nearly 100,000 References,
was compiled especially for this volume, and is
strictly  up-to-date.

A HISTORY OF EACH BOOK OF THE BIBLE
Four Thousand Questions and Answers on the Old
and New Testaments
Seven Beautifully Colored Lithographic Maps of
Palestine, the Holy Land, Etc.

A larger mass of information for Bible Teachers and
Students than ever before bound in one volume,
making a handsome super-royal 8vo. of over 700
pages.
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West
Bible

15:
largest
history, yester-
the evening ser-
on the proceed-

W. Leamons,

Houston. Texas,
End church had
school attendance in
day. One baptism at
vice. One restoration
ing Sunday.—W alter
1637 San Felipe Courts.

January
the
its

*

Arkansas, January 15: | de-
appointments  with  one or
churches beginning March
continue live in Searcy
Any of  Arkan-
acceptable for these ap-
so far as possible |
other services besides

would expect each
"reasonable"” in its sup-
not the chief motive
for this plan. | would be happy to
hear from anyone this appeals to.—
Dan J. Ottinger, 700 N. Main, Box 408.

* Kk k

Searcy,
sire  regular
two Ark.,
18. | must
for  sometime.
sas would be
pointments.  In
would render
pulpit work. |
church to be
port, yet pay is

to
quarter

22:  The
stil in  pro-
some  mission
very said regret |
will  announce the death of our son,
Pvt. John D. Green, who was wounded
on the 17th of September in Germany
and died December 15th from wounds
received action—R. L. Green.
From The

January
gospel

Idabel,
church here in
gress. We are
work. But with a

Oklahoma,  January
Redland is
doing

in

Field.
18: | clos-
work, con-
and preaching in
night. | labored

A Report
Eugene, Oregon,
ed about six weeks
ducting song  drills
Idaho last Friday
with three congregations while in
Idaho.  Brother Ivan  Wilkerson is the
faithful minister at Caldwell, Brother
Clyde Teel is the minister at Nampa,
and Brother Lyle Dalzell is minister at
Weiser. | came to La Grande, Oregon
and preached last  Lord's day and
nightt | am now at Albany, Oregon

to begin a song dril—Ira Y. Rice.

* *

For
the
street,

Idabel, 16:
several

church

Oklahoma,
months of 1944 | helped
at Campbell and second
Broken Bow, Oklahoma. | preached
some for the church here in Idabel
The people here are fine and are doing

January

a fine work. They have no regular
preacher—Adam D. Deck, P. O. Box
587.

Coalinga, California: Since coming
to the state of California last June |
have not done as much reporting to
the papers as | did while | was engag-
ed in the work at the State Sanator-
ium at Booneville, Arkansas. This does
not mean that | have been idle. In
fact | have been so busy that | have
not taken the time to do much report-
ing. | am working with the church
here. Has a membership of 77. We
have been doing quite a lot of mimeo-
graph work. Have just finished a di-
rectory of this congregation. Each
week we publish a  church bulletin
which we cal the "Gospel Visitor."
We mail out a number each week,
if any reader of this would like to re-
ceive the bulletin we will be glad to
send it to you if you wil write and
ask for it. There is no charge. | want
to thank the many friends and breth-
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me since |
appreciate hearing
and | hope that you
write.—Voyd N. Bal-

ren who have written came
here. | always
from my friends,
will  continue to
lard, Box 64.
Greenville, Texas,
the year 1944 |

January 17:  Dur-
preached 327 ser-
including radio and meetings. |
about 100 people. The larg-
of additions for one meet-
ing, during the year, was at Lake City,
Arkansas where 19 were baptized and
five restored. For the past two months
I have been preaching each Sunday
for the Madison Street church in Cam-
den, Arkansas, making a 500 mile trip
each week end. The work in Camden
is progressing very favorably. The
church is at peace and growing. The
Madison  Street church is building a
home for the preacher. | am preach-
ing for them only untl they get a
minister moved  there. I shall begin
my meetings for 1945 in March. Much
of my time is engaged, but | have
some time available. Our radio
broadcasts each  Sunday over KWKH,
1130 kc, Shreveport, 815 a. m, and
KRRV, 910 kc, Sherman, Texas, 12:45
noon, are being received. They are
sponsored by the Portland Avenue
church Christ, Shreveport and Col-
lege  Church of Christ, Cunter, Texas,
with  fellowship of other churches. Our
broadcast may also be heard on an
llinois  station very soon. Letters and
cards have come from 15 states, as far
away as Wymoning, where a lady
writes requesting grape juice. She
wishes to stat a church meeting in
her home, but no grape juice available
there—V. E. Howard, 3720 Washing-
ton.

ing
mons,

baptized
est number

of

D. H. Perkins Improved

Brother D. H. Perkins, minister of
the Colemen Avenue church in Mem-
phis, who has been ill and confined to
a hospital for several days is improved
and recuperating at his home. He
hopes to return to the pulpit first Sun-
day in February.

Evidences of Christianity
By J. W. McGarvey

This book is in four parts: The In-
tegrity of the New Testament Text;
The Genuineness of the New Testa-
ment Books; The Credibility of the
New Testament Books, and The In-
spiration of the New Testament Books.
Reverent in spirit, conservative and
constructive in its conclusions, pro-
found in its scholarship. 409 pages.
Price, prepaid $1.50
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You Are Invited To Assist In
Preaching The Gospel At The
Stale Sanitarium
Booneville, Arkansas
Howard Casada—Minister
Work sponsored by Church of Christ,
Poplar Bluff, Mo. and Booneville, Ark.
Send all Contributions to
Harbert D. Hooker
Box 245, Poplar Bluff, Mo.
Send all Literature to

Howard Casada
Booneville, Arkansas.
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Commentary on The Whole Bible
By Jamieson, Faussett, Brown

A good Bible Commentary of great

and lasting worth. 1,447 pages.

Price, prepaid ..........ccccooveeieevienieeeeceeene $4.95
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BLACK BOARD CHARTSAND
SERMON OUTLINES

Vol. 3.
Will be ready to deliver
May 1, 1945.

about

This book will contain 192 full page
charts with the sermon outline

Price $1.50, Pre-publication Price $1.00

accompanying.

Order From

Harbert D. Hooker, Minister

Church of Christ
Poplar Bluff, Mo.
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reader
passage under
very comprehensive explanatory notes
underneath the passages of Scrip-
ture to which they apply are very
helpful in assisting in the study of
difficult passages and in giving brief
information of a historical
Volume One covers the four Gospels
and Acts of Apostles,
Volume Two covers the Epistles and
the Book of Revelation, 512 pages.
Price: Cloth, $2.50 per volume.
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The New Testament Church (No. 4)

FRANK J. DUNN

The Doctrine of the Church

The term "doctrine" signifies the leaching of the
church, especially as it relates to the terms of entrance in-
to the church; the conditions upon which salvation is ob-
tained, and the principles by which one remains saved.
Let us first consider the terms of entrance into the church.
We have observed in previous discussions that salvation is
in Christ (Il Tim. 2:10). To be in Christ is to be in his
body; to be in his body is to be in his church, for Paul
says that the church is the body of Christ (Eph. 1:22, 23).
Therefore, all the saved are in Christ's church. Salvation
cannot be obtained outside that Divine institution. Hence,
the terms of entrance into the church and the conditions
of salvation are the same.

The terms of salvation were stated by Christ shortly
before his ascension, when he gave the great commission
to his disciples. Matthew's account of the commission
reads, "Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the na-
tions, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever | commanded you; and lo, | am with
you always, even unto the end of the world" (Matt. 28:19,
20). According to Mark, the commission reads, "Go ye in-
to all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole crea-
tion. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned" (Mk. 16:15,
16). Luke's account says, "Thus it is written, that Christ
should suffer, and rise again from the dead the third day;
and that repentance and remission of sins should be preach-
ed in his name unto all the nations, beginning from Jeru-
salem" (Luke 24:46, 47). Summarizing the terms of sal-
vation given here by the Lord, we find that in order to
receive salvation, or the remission of past sins, one must
hear the gospel, believe, repent, and be baptized in the
name of Christ.

On the first Pentecost following the resurrection of
Christ—the day on which the New Testament church be-
gan—the apostle Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, preach-
ed the first gospel sermon in the name of the risen Lord.
Those who heard the gospel on this occasion were persuad-
ed to believe in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living
God. Many of them were guilty of the blood of Christ,
and were now convinced of their sin. Therefore, "when
they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said
unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, Brethren, what
shall we do? And Peter said unto them, Repent ye, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ un-

to the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit. They then that received his word
were baptized: and there were added unto them in that
day about three thousand souls" (Acts 2:37-41). Now let us
note just what took place. Peter had been given the keys
to the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 16:19). He had also re-
ceived the Lord's commission to preach the gospel to all
the world, stating the terms of salvation. Now, guided by
the Holy Spirit, he preached the gospel, and in response
to it, three thousand souls believed, repented of their
sins, and were baptized in the name of Christ. They were
promised the remission of their sins upon their obedience
to the gospel. But the scriptures state that they were also
"added" together, signifying they were added to the church
upon the same conditions and at the same time that they
received the remission of sins. Again we see that the con-
ditions for salvation from past sins and the terms of en-
trance into the New Testament church are identical. In
Acts 2:47 we read, "And the Lord added to them day by
day those that were saved." Hence, they did not "join"
the church, but the Lord added them to it when they obey-
ed His gospel.

In the two preceding discussions it was shown that
both the constitution and the creed of the New Testament
church are enfolded in the gospel of Christ. Let us now
observe that the gospel also constitutes the doctrine of the
church, especially as it relates to the conditions of salva-
tion. It will be in order at this time, then, to see just what
the gospel is, and what constitutes obedience to it. The
term "gospel" means good news, or glad tidings. In the
fifteenth chapter of | Corinthians, the apostle Paul defines
the gospel of Christ. "Now | make known unto you,
brethren, the gospel which | preached unto you, which
also ye received, wherein also ye stand, by which also ye
are saved, if ye hold fast the word which | preached unto
you, except ye believed in vain. For | delivered unto you
first of all that which also | received: that Christ died for
our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was buri-
ed; and that he hath been raised on the third day accord-
ing to the scriptures" (I Cor. 15:1-4). The gospel then, is
that Christ died for our sins, was buried, and was raised
from the dead on the third day. This is good news, in-
deed! Through the death, burial and resurrection of Christ
we have remission of sins and the hope of everlasting life.

While the death of Christ was for the sins of all man-
kind, only those who obey the gospel can be saved. Thus,
Paul says that when Jesus returns, he will appear "with
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the angels of his power in flaming fire, rendering venge-
ance to them that know not God, and to them that obey
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus" (Il Thess. 1:7, 8). Now
let us ask, What is there in the gospel of Christ that must
be obeyed? In the sixth chapter of Romans, Paul gives
the answer. He says, "Ye have obeyed from the heart
that form of doctrine which was delivered unto you" (Rom.
6:17). Now, the doctrine, or teaching, which they had re-
ceived was the same as that delivered to the Corinthians,
namely the gospel— the death, burial, and resurrection of
Christ. In the passage just read, Paul says, "Ye have
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine" that is, Ye
have obeyed a form, or type, of that doctrine. Therefore
these Roman Christians had obeyed something which was
typical of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. Up-
on the basis of that obedience they received the remission
of their sins and became members of the body of Christ.
What, then, had they done which was a form or type of
the gospel of Christ? In the third and fourth verses of
this same chapter we find the answer: "Or are ye ignorant
that all we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were bap-
tized into his death? We were buried therefore with him
through baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised
from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also
might walk in newness of life" (Rom. 6:3, 4). Thus, the
baptism of a penitent believer constitutes obedience to
the gospel, for burial in water symbolizes the death, burial
and resurrection of Christ. Similarly, it signifies our
death to past sins and our resurrection to walk in newness
of life—i.e., a new relationship, as children of God. Thus
Paul says, "For as many of you as were baptized into
Christ did put on Christ" (Gal. 3:27).

Does this mean that baptism alone constitutes obedi-
ence to the gospel? Not at all. Paul's teaching here is in
perfect accord with that of the Apostle Peter. In the
Hebrew letter Paul says, "Without faith it is impossible to
please God" (Heb. 11:6). He also said, "God . . . now . . . .
commandeth all men everywhere to repent" (Acts 17:30).
Furthermore he said, "With the mouth confession is made
unto salvation" (Rom. 10:10). Thus, when Paul speaks of
one being baptized into Christ, he has in mind a proper
subject for baptism—the penitent believer who has pub-
licly confessed his faith in Christ (See also Matt. 10:32, 33).

In summary, let us note: (1) That the doctrine of the
New Testament church is the gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ; (2) the gospel is the good news of Christ's death,
burial, and resurrection; (3) obedience to the gospel in-
cludes faith, repentance, confession of Christ, and baptism;
(4) through obedience to the gospel we receive remission
of sins and become members of the church; (5) it is God
who remits our sins and adds us to the church; and (6) he
does both simultaneously, at identically the same time.
Thus one becomes a Christian.

Our next question is. What must one do after becom-
ing a Christian? In the first place, he must wear the name
of Christ. Paul says, "And what soever ye do, in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through him" (Col. 3:17). Secondly,
Christians must continue steadfastly in worshiping God.
From the first, the disciples who constituted the church
when it began in Jerusalem "continued steadfastly in the
apostles teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread
and the prayers . . and praising God" (Acts 2:42, 47).
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Thus they continued in the five items of worship provided
by the Lord for the church—the apostles teaching, the con-
tribution, the Lord's supper, prayer, and singing praises
to God. Third, Christians must study the word of God. In
2 Tim. 2:15 we read, "Study to show thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth." Fourth, we must be stead-
fast in the work of the Lord. Paul says, "Therefore, my
beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always a-
bounding in the work of the Lord (forasmuch as ye know
that your labor is not in vain in the Lord" (I Cor. 15:58).
Fifth, we must add to our faith the Christian graces. "Yea,
and for this very cause adding on your part all diligence,
in your faith supply virtue; and in your virtue knowledge;
and in your knowledge self control; and in your self-con-
trol patience; and in your patience godliness; and in your
godliness brotherly kindness; and in your brotherly kind-
ness love. For if these things are yours and abound, they
make you to be not idle nor unfruitful unto knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ" (Il Peter 1:5-8). Sixth, we must
remain faithful unto death. Jesus said, "Be thou faithful
unto death, and | will give thee the crown of life" (Rev.
2:10).

In conclusion, what must one do if, after becoming a
Christian, he is unfaithful and falls away? Again we find
the answer in the inspired doctrine of the New Testament
church. To Christians John says, "If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (I John 1:9). Where-
as one who has never become a Christian receives the re-
mission of past sins by baptism, the Christian who sins is
not to be baptized again, but is simply to repent of his sin,
confess it to God and pray to him for forgiveness. We then
have the promise that "he is faithful and righteous to for-
give us our sins and to cleanse us from all righteousness."
In this way the blood of Christ not only cleanses us of past
sins when we become his disciples, but it continues to
cleanse throughout the Christian life. John said, "If we
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth
us from all sin" (I John 1:7).

Religious Review
R. A. HARTSELL
LEADERS—PREACHERS

I recently received a letter from a diligent brother
who is interested in the church being as it was in its be-
ginning. While | am not interested in church fusses, my
interest is keen in keeping the work of the Lord on the
straight and narrow way. Whatever the background of
the situation mentioned in his letter may be, | feel that
there are certain truths connected with his inquiry which
need to be known and acted upon by the church. For
that reason this article embracing some of these things
which his letter conducted. It is desired that similar situa-
tions may be avoided by gospel teaching.

As in most cases leadership and preachers constitute
the issues at stake. It seems that some years back a
preacher who had been preaching for this church caused
a division. Some four years went by and another preach-
er appointed "leaders" in this congregation, then left the



THEGOSPEL LIGHT

work. Upon his leaving, the preacher who had made the
trouble in the past, returned. "What shall we do with the
situation?" Is the question.

Having no reason to doubt or affirm the background,
we shall pass that part by; and adjust ourselves to a study
of the two matters involved. Taking them in order, we
would have the appointment of "leaders." It must be
concluded to begin with that a gospel preacher knows that
there is no position in the church of our Lord designated
"leadership" or ‘"leader." It is true that bishops in the
church are leaders. But the fact remains that aside from
bishops, deacons and saints (Christians), the New Testa-
ment is silent. Hence, if men are ordained to something
other than bishops and deacons, a new position is created
by man.

It is just as sinful to create one new position as anoth-
er. There is just as much authority for the office of pope
as there is for the office of "leader."

In Tit. 1:5, God gave authority to the evangelist to
"ordain bishops in every city." (In Acts 14:23, "And when
they had ordained bishops in every church.") Turning now
to | Tim. 1:3, Paul instructs an evangelist to abide in
Ephesus in order to lead the church into the proper teach-
ing. Turning now to chapter three, the qualifications of
both bishops and deacons are set forth. The instruction is
clear as to the duty and limits of the preacher in matters
so grave. He was not instructed to appoint "leaders;"
neither are there any qualifications set forth for such of-
ficers in the church.

Men assume that if the material at hand does not meet
the demands of | Tim. 3, they have the right to create a
new office and install men into it. The cart is being put
before the horse in this case. What is needed in such
cases in diligent work on the part of the preacher in train-
ing and developing the church to the point where its
material meets God's demands.

Men can be brought to the requirements of God's
plan, or God would not have made the plan. And, until
men meet the requirements of the plan of the Lord, they
are not what the Lord would have them too be. Just be-
cause a man is named elder by a preacher does not signify
that he is. And certainly, since there is no such office as
"leader" in the church we have no right to create one.
Such is substituting for the plan of God. We haven't the
material for elders; so, let us substitute "leaders" is the posi-
tion, is the attitude.

| would say, therefore, that the first thing essential in
the case offered by our brother, as well as others, is to
teach those men so installed that they have been kidded.
That since the Bible knows no such office as that held by
them, they must back up and get themselves right. Then
start a training program that will train these and other
men for the God given position—BISHOPS AND
DEACONS.

Why teach the world to "Speak as the oracles of God
speak," and then speak the language of Ashdod ourselves?
Why teach the world the sinfulness of substitution, then
do the very thing ourselves? Such is not even akin to
consistency. Such conduct breaks down the very effort
we are putting forth.

Another foolish thing to me is: A congregation of
from ten to fifty years of age, crying; "Oh, we haven't any
qualified material for the eldership." Who is at fault?
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Why haven't you? There is only one answer: "WE ARE
NOT DOING WHAT THE BIBLE DIRECTS US TO DO—
'Teach them to observe all things, whatsoever | have com-
manded you'."

Trouble comes to most congregations, and there is
almost always a preacher involved. They are just human
like yourselves. Some may act as if they thought them-
selves to be some great person, but such need to get their
feet on the ground, and say as did Peter: "I myself am a
man." Then too, preachers ought to have the cause of
Christ at heart enough to move on when trouble comes as
a result of some minor detail concerning them. In fact
they will, if they love the church.

Above all things, one ought never to return for work
at a place where his usefulness has been destroyed by divis-
ion; especially so, when harmony has been restored.
Preaching the gospel is more than just a job. It is a digni-
fied, God ordained work. It is a part of the program of
the church for which Jesus died. It is not a petty, politi-
cal, catch as catch can matter. When men make such of
it, they are breaking down the influence of the Lord and
the church. But, | have known of situations where | was
reminded of a checker game. Christians (?) watching
others to see just when, how, where, etc., they moved, so
that they would be able to cut off the move and carry
their point. When the work of the church and the mini-
stry of the word gets on that plain, my chair will be va-
cant.

Our interests in the Lord's work should be deeper
than our own personal interests. It is true that we will
make mistakes—We all have; but we ought to be BIG
enough to recognize each other as being on the same plain
of human weakness, and be broad enough to lend the es-
sential encouragement to lift, rather than lower each other.

But, coming again to the matter of leading the church,
men who are big enough to direct the affairs of leading
the church, are at the same time large enough to adjust
details of the Lord's work so that all will be doing useful
work. When all are working at the job of Christianity,
there will be little place for strife. Elders, if you cannot
keep the larger per cent of the church at work, then you
are to small for the job. Too, if there is fussing envy,
then you are a failure in the work you are trying to do;
and it is time for you to move over, finding a work you
are qualified to do. Preacher brother, this goes for us
too. If the people receive us not, "shake the dust of that
place from our feet and move on."

The church of our Lord is larger than any one man;
or even any clique. It was not designed to provide for
our personal likes or dislikes. It exists to train and de-
velop the souls of men, and to equip them for eternity. So,
our material matters must look to another source to be
satisfied. If we are looking for an avenue to promote our
personal likes and dislikes, then we should turn to politics;
not to the church of the Lord. We should be political, not
religious.

"Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, than
an house full of sacrifice with strife." (Prov. 17:1) Little
comment is necessary for us to observe Solomon's point.
However, we might let him enlarge upon it with another
statement. "A forward man soweth strife." (Prov. 16:28)

"He loveth transgression that loveth strife: and he that ex-
(Continued on page seven)
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Look At The Label On Your Paper

While most of our subscribers are prompt in send-
ing in their renewal to the paper, there are some who
we are sure just neglect doing so. We would like to
call your attention to the date just opposite your name
on each issue of the paper you receive. This first num-
ber is the month in which your subscription expires and
the last is the year. Thus, 12-44 would mean that your
subscription expired in December, 1944, and that you
should send in your renewal.

If the date is any time previous to 2-45, please send
us a dollar to advance your time another year. This
will assist us greatly at this time and help us to give you
a better paper. Thanks for your cooperation.

A Paper Shortage

The Mill of the Minnesota and Ontario Paper Com-
pany which has been furnishing us the paper on which
the Gospel Light is printed has just returned our order
for paper for the first quarter, 1945. They write as fol-
lows:

"Our present contract commitments coupled with the
35 per cent Government reservation will take up all of
the paper that we can possibly produce during the next
three to four months, and so we will have no tonnage
at all to offer for spot sale.

"As a matter of fact, the weight you need is not now
permitted by the W. P. B. unless for use in publication of
school books, and in that instance, the order must be
certified." So writes the paper mill.

Since we are out of the paper we have been using
it is necessary that we make other arrangements. There-
fore, we are using newsprint this week, and will con-
tinue to do so untii W. P. B. regulations are changed, as
we cannot certify to the government that we are print-
ing school books.

We have sufficient allotment of newsprint to take
care of our needs and we trust that our readers will un-
derstand. This emergency measure is only temporary,
we hope.

Folk who do not believe in missions, usually believe
very much in themselves and very little in the Lord.
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Love Campbellites-?-!

E. C. FUQUA

(This article is a reprint from THE VINDICATOR of
December, 1944. Following the letter written by the Bap-
tist preacher to one of our brethren in an army camp in
Tonkawa, Oklahoma is a reply to same by Brother Fuqua.
The Gospel Light is widely read in that section and the
article is reprinted by request.—F. A.)

The following letter was not written for my eyes to
scan, but since the Vindicator was involved, | thought
it good to pass it on to my readers, that they might see
how the Baptists foam—and cower—where the Vindi-
cator is freely circulated.—Ed.

Cpl. Carl C. Collier. Station Hospital.
Camp Tonkawa, Okla.
Dear Sir:

Your letter was received, and | am frank to say | am
glad to know that my advertisement was noticed and read
so much.

| perceive, my brother, that you are a Campbellite.
Being such, | further can easily understand why you like
to take a slap at Baptists. All Campbellites hate Baptists.
Baptists love Campbellites, because they remember that
Jesus said, "Other sheep have | that are not of this fold,"
and they also remember that Jesus said for us to love our
enemies, and pray for such as despitefully use us. We
don't like to fight, but when a fighting bunch takes after
us we just pray for them, and go on about our own busi-
ness.

Speaking of that fighting business, you know Camp-
bellites have been fighting Baptists ever since your daddy,
Alexander, started your sect—maybe you do not like the
word "denomination," but | think it as good as "sect,"
and Alexander started your "sect"—and you have been
fighting us on down the line until your modern Fuqua
and birds like you.

| should like to ask you two questions, Brother Collier:
First, Why do you have electric lights in your houses? You
claim the reason you do not have music is that you have
no Biblical authority for it; well, then where is the chap-
ter and verse where you are authorized to install pews,
electric lights electric fans, carpets, etc? Second, would
you mind to tell me just WHEN, WHERE, and by WHOM
the first Baptist church on earth was constituted? You
seem to know everything—or think you do—so | thought
maybe you could tell me that. Now, | will take no per-
sonal opinions; | am not asking you what you THINK; I
am daring you to find an authoritative, reliable, competent
historical source that will unquestionably date the first
Baptist church on earth anywhere this side of Jesus Christ.

You said out at the Camp one day, when we ministers
were there, that the Bible has nothing to say about
"Protestantism," "Catholicism," etc. Right you are, Sir.
But, remember, BAPTISTS ARE NOT PROTESTANTS.
Baptists never were Protestants. We were never a part of
Rome, and hence, did not come out of Rome. You birds
are Protestants. Your daddy, Alexander Campbell, pro-
tested against the heart-felt, dynamic, Holly Spirit Religion
of Baptists, and set out to initiate the movement that has
resulted in the growth of your "sect" now known as
Campbellites.

Do you want the facts? Then here they are: The first
Baptist preacher on earth was John the Baptist. He was a
Missionary Baptist, too. | say he was a Missionary be-
cause he was sent from God; he was a Baptist BECAUSE
HE BAPTIZED, hence, a Missionary Baptist. He baptized
Jesus, hence that made Jesus a Baptist. Jesus instituted
HIS church, with its first charter members being disciples
of John, whom John had baptized, and made Baptists,
hence the first New Testament Church on earth was a
Missionary Baptist Church, with nothing in its member-
ship except men who were baptized by a Baptist Preacher.

You fellows fight us for CLOSE COMMUNION. We.

Baptists
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are not half as narrow between the eyes as you are. And
we are a lot more consistent. For example, | was in one
of your churches one Sunday and when the "Lord's Sup-
per" was administered, "ALL CHRISTIAN PEOPLE" were
invited to participate. That is what is called "Open Com-
munion." Yet, you will turn right around and say every-
one is going to hell except your little band. How do you
reconcile that?

If you fellows are the only ones that are going to
heaven, then | pray God to send me to hell, for | don't
want to have to spend eternity in a place where there is
nothing but a bunch of hell-raising fighters, always want-
ing a "spute." | love all SAVED people everywhere, and
am willing to work with them in carrying out the teach-
ings of the Book, and when | die, | am going to heaven,
to a heaven where there will be no one except those
"whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life," and
"whose robes are made white in the blood of the Lamb."
I'm glad to trust in Christ's saving blood and not creek
water to get me there, too.

| seldom write anyone as | have written you. In fact,
| take no stock in such issues with anyone except Camp-
bellites, and | never say anything to them except when at-
tacked. You asked for it, you got it.

The Scriptures you cited had no bearing on the sub-
ject you tried to attach them to. That is the way with
you folk, you extract every verse you ever use completely
out of its context; that is the only way you can prove a
point.

You remind me of a verse of Scripture, too, "THE
DUMB ASS SPEAKING WITH MAN'S VOICE forbad the
madness of the prophet." (Il Peter 2:16). Read also Il Pet.
2:17, it fits you folk. Sincerely,

J. M. GASKIN.

Pastor First Baptist Church.

Tonkawa, Okla.

The plight of the Baptists is profoundly pitiful. In
one breath the disciples of Christ (blasphemously called
"Campbellites") are admitted to be "other sheep" of
Christ, and in the next, the author prays God to send
him to hell, rather than to heaven with them!! Judg-
ing by the spirit of the letter, the author will get his
wish without the bother of prayer. Wonderful love the
Baptists have for the people who have obeyed Christ
alone and who wear His name only!

The "daddy" of God's children he says is Alexander
Campbell. That is an insult thrown into the face of the
Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, for to save his life he
cannot show that the people he calls "Campbellites"
have ever obeyed any leader but the Son of God. And
while he is "daring" Brother Collier to fix the date of
the first Baptist church, this paper dares him. to name
one step taken by the members of the church of Christ
in becoming such, which Christ did not command them
to take. | defy the whole Baptist fraternity to name
such a step taken or defended by us; and until they do,
they stand convicted of persecuting Christ's disciples by
stigmatizing them under the name ‘"Campbellites™—a
name designed as a reproach to Christ for commanding
us to take the steps we have taken. Until they name a
step taken by us without the authority of Christ, they
advertize the Baptist church as a dwelling-place of Sa-
tan from which he fights the religion of Christ through

Baptist preachers. Take your medicine, gentlemen.
Here is our ultimatum—which every Baptist in the
whole world is afraid to meet. It is—

THE VINDICATOR PROPOSITION
"The Baptist church was originated, and today exists,
without Divine authority; and being a spiritual institution,
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its author and head is Satan; and all who enter it, there-
by commit sin; and all who remain in it till death will be
lost."

That answers the question of the origin of the Bap-
tist church—and renders unnecessary the prayer of Mr.
Gaskin that God send him to hell.

Now picture such a church having its origin in John
the Baptist, with Christ a baptized member of it, and
John's disciples (always distinguished from the disciples
of Christ—Matt. 9:14; Luke 5:33; John 4:1) the charter
members! Moreover, why, if John's baptizing Christ
and most of the Jews (Matt. 3:5), made Baptists of them
why, | ask, were they never called "Baptists" through-
out the New Testament history? Long years after
Pentecost—after Christ's church was built—Paul found
several men at Ephesus, who had received only "John's
baptism"—the kind Mr. Gaskin says constituted Baptists
of Christ and the "charter members" of His church. But
Paul promptly baptized them again (Acts 19:1-8), thus
declaring 'John's baptism" wholly invalid after the death
of Christ. If "John's baptism" became invalid after
Pentecost, and that baptism made Baptists, then no Bap-
tists were allowed to exist after Pentecost. At Pente-
cost, therefore, the Baptist church (?) passed away
Hence we read in the Inspired Record of no "Baptist
church,” of no "Baptists," and not so much as "a Bap-
tist" Now let Mr. Gaskin "chew on that." Christianity
knows no more of a "Baptist church" than it knows of
a "Mormon church." Both those churches are creations
of the Devil, and that fact will not be disputed.

But Mr. Gaskin is so "glad" that he can enjoy the
"saving blood" without the use of ‘creek water." |Is
he totally blind to all reason? If it was through ‘creek
water" that John made "a Baptist" of Christ, it follows
that Mr. Gaskin is "glad' 'that he can be saved on the

other side of the ‘'"creek" from Christ! Baptists thus
separate themselves from Christ, and are "glad" to let
the world know it. "So mote it be."

That Satan is the author of the Baptist church, look

at this: Christ commands all penitent believers to "BE
BAPTIZED" (to go through "the creek," as Baptists
mockingly jeer at the Divine rite). But Mr. Gaskin is
"glad" that he can be saved without obeying Christ's
command to BE BAPTIZED—without "the creek," as
he snubs the ordinance. Could Satan do worse? Who

but the Devil teaches men to disobey Christ and scoff at
a Divine command? No wonder Mr. Gaskin is "glad"
he can be saved on the opposite side of the "creek” from
Christ] Let him now take a look at his "Daddy" and
see why he despises Christ's disciples and stigmatizes
them as "Campbellites." (See John 8:44). He acts and
speaks by the spirit of Satan alone. And this he will
not dare deny. He proves it in the above letter.

"The sober man thinks before he acts; the drinker acts
before he thinks."

One of the advantages to be reaped from suffering
is that it enables the sufferer to sympathize with others
in like cases, but only they who have received the com-
fort which God gives to those who carry their troubles
to Him know how to give true comfort to others,—Pub-
lisher Unknown,
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The Blood-Sealed Pattern
For The Body Of Christ

(No. 1)

JAMES L. NEAL

(Writer's Note: The following article on the subject of
the "Blood-Sealed Pattern for the Body of Christ" was
the title of the lesson given at Ozark, Arkansas, the fourth
Lord's day in December for the opening services in the
new house of worship there. A few thoughts are added
and some changed a bit. An humble prayer goes forth
that the all-day, opening services for the Lord's church at
Ozark and this study may bear fruit unto God through
Christ throughout the world for unborn generations.

Brother and Sister Earl Gibson and the faithful few
at Ozark have labored long and hard through many
struggles and difficulties for the noble start there. The
afternoon of the opening day was given to short talks and
gospel singing. Many visitors were present. Brother Guy
T. Cosand from Johnson, Arkansas, has gone to Ozark to
work with his hands and preach for the church till things
are going good. This is somewhat the way the apostle
Paul did. Brother Cosand is a very fine man and he
preaches the gospel without fear of men. His preaching
is plain, firm and yet kind. With eternity in view let us
diligently study the treatise that now follows. It is one
of the most important issues since the beginning of the
"Dark  Ages."—JLN)

The salvation of souls from sin and hell, the salva-
tion of friends and loved ones, God's smiling providence
and sweet heaven itself are all involved in the study of
this Bible subject. Let the two billions of precious, im-

mortal souls of this earth carefully "study in" with us
on this lesson. And may the less than one million of
loyal members of the blood-bought body of Christ "stand
at attention!"
Material Patterns
Many things in the world are made according to
pattern. Some sort of design is carefully followed in

making everything worth while at
Houses and clothing are cut
thing is on "blue print" before
completed. In most cases the
safe keeping for protection and

the hands of men.
by pattern. Most every-
the finished product is
"blue print" is retained in
legal purposes.

Scissors Too High

A very funny clown walked out on the stage. Just
his appearance was to tickle the crowd. His trousers
were much flared at the bottom and reached scarcely
below his knees. When asked if they were not too short
he replied: "Nope; my ma just got the scissors to high
in making W." The pattern must be right in the first
place, and then it must be followed -correctly. A flaw
in the pattern or in the cutting of material always gives
the wrong product. My first store-bought suit of
clothes, when | was quite a young man, was prized high-
ly. My first tailor-made suit was swell, | thought; be-
cause it was made according to pattern. It was made
to fit my body. My dear old father possibly never had
a tailor-made suit; but would buy as nice a hand-me-
down suit as he could afford and wear it for a long, long

time, on the Lord's day in preaching the gospel of our
Lord. In occasional dreams he always appears neatly
dressed, preaching to a lost worldl God bless his life
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and memory!
Many Inquiries for the True Pattern

Many dear souls are woefully confused in religion.
It is not much wonder, since there are so many conflict-
ing creeds and churches in the world established accord-
ing to "the doctrines and commandments of men." (Matt.
15:9) These patterns are all made by fallible men;
hence, the denominational churches built by them are
products of men! The only sane and safe thing on earth
for all souls of earth to do, is to take eyes completely
off of all creeds of men and center them squarely upon
the blood-sealed pattern for the body of Christl The
New Testament is that pattern.

Sister Myrtle Geiger of Rye, Colorado, exchanged
literature with some Catholic friends in connection with
our mission meeting in Waterloo, lowa, last August.

"Among some of it was three volumes on 'Questions anc
Answers on the Radio, on the Roman Catholic Church,’
she writtes. "I waded thru this affair and several other
books and pieces of literature in an endeavor to return
reading matter to these people, which would prove the
church of Christ the only church.

"This is the result: |, myself, have been a member
of the church of Christ since a child; yet | have become
so confused trying to help these people that | find | neec

help. | cannot even prove to myself that the Catholic
Church is wrong. Yet, the very idea of becoming &
Catholic is repulsive to me. | have read and re-reac
church of Christ literature and it all goes back to the

one fact—did the Catholic Church exist before Chris
died? Did He mean what the Catholics claim He mean
when He said: "Upon this rock | will build my church?'
If not, how do we know? How do we know the Catho-
lics did not give us our Bible? | have read what church
of Christ people say about this, but it is not convincing—not to a |
the way to teach others so that they may be SURE. How
do you convince any one that the vulgate is true trans-
lation of the Bible and not the same that the Catholics
use? How do we KNOW where the Bible came from~
Please help me, for | have three little boys of my owr
whose only source of religion depends on the little class
we have here at our own home each Lord's day, which |
teach myself. Am | teaching my own children wrong?

"I dont mean that | could ever learn to accept the
Pope, the Cardinals, Patriarchs, Nuns, etc. What
mean, is: in the very beginning, before persons made sc
many changes, did Christ establish what is NOW knowr
as the Catholic Church? How do we know He mean:
every one teach, instead of a chosen few? Also, if there
are more books of the Bible than we study in the Bible
we now have, why do we leave them out?

"If you can't give me help that is any more con-
vincing than the booklet: "To, Our Catholic Friends," B
Ted Norton; then don't even answer this letter; for, jus
saying something is not enough—I've got to have the
proof."—Very sincerely, Yours in need, Mrs. Myrtle
Geiger.

Post Script. | have received four
Christ papers each month, but | have never read any-
thing relative to this subject. | wonder how many othe
people have belonged to the church of Christ all thei
lives and are unable to tell the reason why. Why ar

good church o
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her members not prepared and taught these things. If
she is the only Bible church, she has certainly gotten a
raw deal from her members. This places the blame first
of all squarely upon the elders or overseers; then the
deacons, ministers and evangelists. | am not shifting the
blame from myself, but suggest that you ask the elders
of your congregation how many times they have taught
these things in a convincing manner. | am only a wo-
man, yet God saw fit to intrust the souls of three boys
to my care. Shall | fail them? My fond hopes have
them baptized into the church of Christ, Yet, | would
not feel that my teaching should stop there. But, in
many cases, that is where the teaching of the church

stops. If | offend | ask pardon; but, hope you will do
something to change this Iluke-warm condition in the
church."—MG.

Loyalty and  Regularity

Sister Geiger comes with another letter in this con-
nection, which may come to attention in this vital study.
Her husband is a back-slider member of the body of
Christ, and they live thirty-five miles from any loyal
congregation of the New Testament church. If they
were regular in attendance at Bible study and worship
upon each Lord's day, likely all religious confusion
would very soon clear away, so that the sun light of
God's truth would shine upon their weary, beclouded
hearts with a life-giving glow! | think nothing is more
dangerous to the child of God than circumstantial, in-
different and wilful neglect of the regular assemblies of
the Lord's church! (Heb. 10:24-29) Careful attention to
Christian duty drives away all dark clouds and solves
all difficulties in this world! Christianity—how blessed!
But, mind you this one thing, please: Christianity comes
NOT from the Pope, nor from religious denominations;
but, from and through Christ in His church. (Eph. 3:8-
12, 21) Truly Christianity has never and will never
fail; but it has not been really tried since the days of
the holy apostles and Christians of the first century!

Forming and Making of the Divine Pattern

Sin and death in the world since the transgression
of Adam and Eve made a divine pattern necessary for
the salvation of souls from shame and ruin. God decre-
ed that this pattern should come by Jesus the Christ.
"God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life." (John 3:16) In six days
(24-hour days) God created the earth and all things in
it, crowning his work of creation with man and woman

themselves. (Twaddling scientists will know a Ilot more
about God's business in hell than they do upon this
earth.) A lot of modern religionists will come to their

senses down there, too. But, our heavenly Father took
forty centuries out of time to bring to the world the
blood-sealed pattern for the body of Christ, His Son!
The thought is appalling to me; but, | think the awful
enormity of sin was the reason!

The body of Christ, which IS the church, is an anti-
type of the holy place of the tabernacle built by Moses
in the wilderness for the forty years of journeying and
worship of the Israelites. God cautioned Moses to see
that he made everything exactly according to the pat-
tern showed him in the mount. (Heb. 8:5) Had Moses
deviated from the pattern given him by Jehovah in mak-
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ing the tabernacle, his work would have been rejected
and the man condemned.

The tabernacle built by Moses and the types and
figures of worship therein were only shadows of the di-
vine pattern of the body of Christ and heavenly things.
The body of Christ, the church, is "the true tabernacle,
which the Lord pitched, and not man." (Heb. 8:2). If
Moses had to he so careful to build the tabernacle
strictly according to pattern, and it being only a shadow
of the true tabernacle, the church; how much more
careful must we be in the Christian sun light age of the

world to build exactly according to divine pattern! Any
deviation from this blood-bought pattern; or, any at-
tempt at changing the pattern will result in disaster!

(Rev. 22:18, 19).

CHURCH OF CHRIST
GEORGE B. CURTIS

(This is a reproduction of one of a series of articles by
Brother Curtis which appeared in a Wilslow, Arizona
daily newspaper last year).

The church belongs to the Lord. It is his by right of
purchase. In Acts 20:28, we read, "Feed the church of the
Lord which he purchased with his own blood" (American
Rev.) Surely we should all be willing that he be given
an enormous price. | would not want to rob the Lord of
this glory and bestow it upon Campbell, Wesley, Luther,
or any one else. Christ loved the church. In Ephesians
5:25-28 we find, "Husbands love your wives, even as Christ
loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he might
sanctify it, having cleansed it by the washing of water
with the word, that he might present the church to himself
a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish."
God's family is the Lord's church. They were born into
it. No man has ever joined the church that the Bible
speaks about. The Lord adds saved men and women to it.
(Acts 2:47). God's family in heaven and his family on
earth is named of Christ. (Eph. 3:14, 15). God gave him
to be the head over it. (Eph. 1:22, 23). The church is
Christ's body. (Col. 1:18, 24; Eph. 5:23).

The church of Christ located at Cherry and Warren
advances no plea but Christ; no church but His; no wor-
ship but that called for in his word; no practices for which
we do not find command or example in the New Testa-
ment. Examine our plea. Visit our services. Worship
where Christ and Christians meet. There's a difference.

Religious Review

(Continued from page three)

alteth his gate seeketh destruction." (17:19) One more, |
believe, will suffice for now. "He that passeth by, and
meddleth with strife belonging not to him, is like one that
taketh a dog by the ears." (26:17).

This should serve as warning enough to preachers who
come into a community, finding strife, then meddle with
it. Generally the people who are on the scene, and form
a part of the congregation can settle their own troubles if
left alone.
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NOTES—REPORTS
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Fort Smith, Arkansas. January 25:
This leaves me in a meeting with the
Hillcrest church in San Diego, Calif.
Two restorations, two to place mem-
bership and one baptism to date. We
close Sunday and go to San Jose. In
the January 11th issue of The Gospel
Light there was a mistake in my re-
ort. | do not have any vacant dates
or 1945, but | have one or two sum-
mer dates and most of spring and fall

for 1945. My work took me into
eight states last year, will be in nine
states this year. I'd like to stay in
Arkansas and Oklahoma next vyear,

but of course, will go any where | may
be called.—Will W. Slater.

* * *

Norman, Oklahoma, January 27:
The work here is making progress.
There have been three baptisms and
several to place membership since the
first of the year. We have employed
Brother George D. Tipps, Jr. to be as-
sociated with me in this work begin-
ning the first of June. He will assist
me with the work in Norman and will
do evangelistic work in this county.
In this way we hope to give everyone
in Cleveland county opportunity

to hear the gospel.—John G. Reese.
* * %

Lamar, Colorado: We have received
one hundred and seventeen dollars on
our building fund so far. We need help

pa%;voff a $600 debt, it is long past

e e also need some class rooms.
The church here is doing all it can.

have two meetings in July and Au-
?ust, just southeast of Fort Smith, Ark.

would like very much to arrange
several more near there. If you need

a preacher write me.—G. A Wells.
* * %

| am proud to say, after having two
gospel meetings last summer and fall
interest and attendance has been good
at the Lord's day service and worship.
We have Bible study and singing each
Lord's day night and the interest is
also good at each of these services.
We are having sand and gravel put on
the ground and will begin the con-
struction of our new church building
in the next few days. If any one
desires to help in this worthy cause
send contributions to Church of Christ,
Dierks, Arkansas, c/o Mrs. Tom James.
—W. C. McCullough.

*  kk
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BLACK BOARD CHARTS AND
SERMON OUTLINES
Vol. 3.
Will be ready to deliver about
May 1, 1945.

This book will contain 192 full page
charts with the sermon outline
accompanying.

Price $1.50, Pre-publication Price $1.00
Order From
Harbert D. Hooker, Minister
Church of Christ
Poplar Bluff, Mo.
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SANATORIUM NOTES
HOWARD CASADA

fine man was
Lord's day. He
reared in a Catholic family.
his wife* is a member of the
and he has heard much gospel preach-
ing. His home is at Pine BIluff, Ark.
Another fine congregation express-
ing their intention of contributing reg-
ulary to the Sanatorium  work  during
1945 is the one at Batesville, Ark.
Brother Clyde Hance is their efficient
minister.

Our recent
Light  for more
getting results. Nice
pers have recently

Another
Christ  last

baptized into
had been
However,
church

call through Gospel
gospel literature is
lots of gospel pa-
been received from
Helena, Yellville, Batesville, Lake
Cityy, EIm Springs, Center Ridge, Lit-
tle Rock and Springdale. Other nice
lots have been received from Texas,
Oklahoma and Kansas. One large box
of papers came by express from Tulsa,
Oklahoma.

Brother T. W. Worley an
the church at McAllen, Texas
sent us 900 copies of the tract, "Which
Church  Did Christ  Build?", by John
T. Hinds. This is an excellent tract to
distribute among the patients.

Any
tion

elder in
recently

congregation desiring informa-
concerning this work please feel
free to write us. We wil be glad to
supply any information concerning the
work we possibly can. If there is
someone in the Sanatorium you are
interested in and would like us to pay
them a visit, write us.

Remember that the patients
hear from the folk back
there is a patient here who is a mem-
ber of the church in your community
write to that patient. Al the en-
couragement and comfort will be ap-
preciated.

We are glad

like to
home. If

that more members of
the church in Arkansas are becoming
interested in this great work. In my
estimation there is no greater work in
the state. Let us take advantage of
the opportunites that come to us this
year.

Send all
this  work to
Bluff, Mo. Send
tributed to Howard
ville, Ark.

financial contributions for
Harbert  Hooker,  Poplar

literature to be dis-
Casada, Boone-

Evidences of Christianity
By J. W. McGarvey
book is in four parts:
New  Testament

The In-
Text;

This
tegrity of the

The Genuineness of the New Testa-
ment  Books; The  Credibilty of the
New Testament Books, and The In-
spiraton of the New Testament Books.
Reverent in spirit, conservative and
constructive in its conclusions, pro-
found in its scholarship. 409 pages.
Price, prepaid .......... s $1.50
The Church of Christ
By T. W. Phillips
Probably not since the New Testa-
ment itself was written has the Chris-
tian world had so primitively pure a
presentation of the Teachings of Jesus.
Nearly 100,000 sold.
Price, prepaid ..........ccccooveeveevieieeeeeeeeene $1.50
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You Are Invited To Assist In
Preaching The Gospel At The
State Sanitarium
Booneville, Arkansas
Howard Casada—Minister
Work sponsored by Church of Christ,
Poplar Bluff, Mo. and Booneuville, Ark.
Send all Contributions to
Harbert D. Hooker
Box 245, Poplar Bluff, Mo.
Send all Literature to

Howard Casada
Booneville, Arkansas.
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SERMON BOOKS AND
BIBLE STUDY HELPS

Cruden's Complete Concordance
The Winston edition. More than
200,000 references. 783 pages. Cloth
bound.
Price, prepaid ...........cccceeverveees ceeeeeieiieienns $2.50

Lands of The Bible
By J. W. McGarvey
A guidebook to the geography topo-
graphy, and social customs of Pales-
tine. 624 pages.
Price, prepaid ..........cccoevvevveeeerieeieeeeeeene $2.50

600 Doctrinal lllustrations

Secure this New book and you'll al-
ways have at hand an invaluable
source of doctrinal illustrations to im-
prove vyour preaching, your speaking
or your teaching in the Bible school.
348 pages.

Price, prepaid ....ccccooeeveiiieeiiiiieeeen. $2.00

Irwin's Bible Commentary

useful  reference work is ar-

Biblical sequence, first giv-
interesting  introduction to each
book of both the Old and New Testa-
ments and then explaining the mean-
ing of each verse. A very fine condens-

This
ranged in
ing an

ed commentary. 600 pages.
Price, prepaid ..........ccccooeveeeevierieeeeseene $2.50

The Great Controversy

By Ashley S. Johnson
A gripping dialogue in which those
of different  faiths mutually  discourse
in convention, in a Biblical and his-
torical search after the true basis of
Christian  union. 294  pages.
Price, prepaid ........cccoceeiieeiie e 60c

The Great Legacy

By S. R. Ezzell

This book presents the Gospel plan
of salvaton wunder the similitude of a
will. It was first printed many years
ago and a new edition was recently
brought out. It deserves a wide circu-
lation. One of our best known breth-
ren says: "lt is the clearest, plainest
and strongest exhibition of ancient
Gospel | ever saw anywhere." 272
pages.
Price, paper binding .........cccccceeevveveierieenen, $1.00
Price, cloth binding ........cccooiiiiiiiiie. 1.50
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DELIGHT, ARKANSAS, FEBRUARY 8, 1945

The New Testament Church (No. 5)

FRANK J.

The Organization of the Church

The New Testament employs the word "church" in
two different senses. One is the church in a given locality

and the other is the church in the general sense. The
latter includes all the local congregations. When Christ
said to Peter, "Upon this rock | will build my church"

(Matt. 16:18), he spoke of his church or body of saints in
the general sense. In this sense, the church is universal.
It includes all congregations of the saints everywhere. One
who is a member of the New Testament church in one lo-
cality is a member wherever he may be. God adds to the
church those who have accepted and obeyed the terms of
salvation as stated in the New Testament. Thus the

church is universal, not in that it includes all who claim
to be Christians, but all who do the commandments of
God,

The church in the general sense has no earthly organi-
zation whatsoever. It is a spiritual body of which Christ
is head. Paul says that God "put all things in subjection
under his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to
the church, which is his body, the fullness of him that fill-
eth all in all" (Eph. 1:22, 23). There is no scriptural basis
either by precept or example for any sort of ecclesiastical
system in the New Testament church. It has no earthly
head or father. Christ is the head of the church, which
is his body. We are to look to him, and to him only, as
the author and finisher of our faith (Heb. 12:2). He is
Lord of Lords, King, Judge, High Priest, Lawgiver, and
Saviour of all. Hence, we do not have the right to ap-
point men to positions in the church which belong to
Christ.

The bond of unity between the local congregations of

the New Testament church is much greater than any legi-
slated union we might devise. It comes of having common
basis of authority in all matters of faith and practice. That
basis is the gospel of Christ. Paul says, "There is one
body, and one Spirit, even as also ye were called in one
hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all,
and in all" (Eph. 4:4-6). Recognizing this oneness, local
congregations of the New Testament church are not differ-
ent, but they are alike in all essential features, wearing
the same name, believing the same thing, and practicing
the same things. They are spoken of as "churches of
Christ" (Rom. 16:16) and "churches of God" (I Thess. 2:14).
They must not only be alike in every essential feature, but
they must be identical with the New Testament pattern or

DUNN

else they have no Scriptural to be

churches of Christ.

reason, for claiming

When we speak of the organization of the New Testa-
ment church, we have in mind the organization
the local church. There is no organization of the churches,
but only that which is of the local church. There are two
groups of officers in each congregation. In writing to the
Philippian Christians, Paul greeted "all the saints in Christ
Jesus which are at Philippi. with the bishops and deacons"
(Phil. 1:1). Thus, the inspired penman makes a distinction
between the saints, or members of the church in general,
and these two groups of men—the bishops and deacons.
These two offices constitute in its entirety the organiza-
tion of the New Testament church.

The bishops are those who look after the spiritual af-
fairs of the church. They are referred to as elders or pres-
byters (Acts 14:23; | Tim. 5:1, 17; Tit. 1:5; | Pet. 5:1),
pastors or shepherds (Eph. 4:11; | Pet. 2:25; 5:1, 2), and
bishops or overseers (Acts 20:28; 1 Tim. 3:1; Tit. 1:7).
These terms are used indiscriminately to refer to the same
group of officers The Bible does not refer to a pastor
over one congregation, or an elder over a district or a
bishop over a diocese Each local church is to have a
plurality of them. "If we think of them as men of mature
age and experience, then they are elders or presbyters. If
we have in mind the men who take the oversight, then
they are bishops or overseers. If we think of them as men
who feed and care for the church, then they are shepherds
or pastors" (L. R. Wilson: Congregational Development,
page 3).

The qualifications of the bishops and deacons are
fully given in the New Testament. Paul states the qualifi-
cations of the bishops in the third chapter of | Timothy
and in the first chapter of Titus. In the two passages
Paul lists twenty qualifications, which are as follows: (1)
The bishop must be without reproach; (2) the husband of
one wife; (3) he must rule well his own house; (4) he must
be temperate, (5) sober-minded, (6) orderly, (7) given to
hospitality, (8) apt to teach; (9) no brawler, (10) no striker,
(11) gentle, (12) not contentious; (13) no lover of money,
14) not a novice; (15) he must be of good testimony from
without, (16) not self-willed, (17) a lover of good, (18) just,
(19) holy, and (20) sound in the faith. Not only should the
elders possess these characteristics, but every Christian
should strive to develop them. In this way we become
mature Christians. The elders, however, should possess
them to a greater degree, especially since they are men
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older in Christian experience and spiritual growth. This
does not mean that they are perfect men. God's standards
are all perfect, though his servants are not. Nevertheless,
only those who possess these qualifications to a fair degree
should be selected to have the oversight of the church.

Let us now consider the duties of the elders. The
apostle Peter said, "The elders therefore among you | ex-
hort, who am a fellow-elder, and a witness of the suffer-
ings of Christ, who am also a partaker of the glory that
shall be revealed: Tend the flock of God which is among
you, exercising the oversight, not of constraint, but will-
ingly, according to the will of God; nor yet for filthy
lucre, but of a ready mind; neither as lording it over the
charge allotted to you, making yourselves ensamples of the
flock" (I Peter 5:1-3). Please note: (1) The work of an eld-
er should never be undertaken as a matter of constraint,
but willingly. (2) It should never be undertaken for the sake
of filthy lucre. (3) The elders must never attempt to "lord
it over the charge allotted to them"—i. e., they must not
be dictatorial in exercising their authority. Thus Jesus
said to his disciples, "Ye know that the rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise
authority over them. Not so shall it be among you but
whosoever would be great among you shall be your ser-
vant; and whosoever would be first shall be your bond-
servant" (Matt. 20:25, 26).

To those prohibitions Paul adds a number of positive
duties. To the elders of the church at Ephesus he said,
"Take heed unto yourselves, and. to all the flock, in which
the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the church
of the Lord which he purchased with his own blood"
(Acts 20:28). Combining these with the positive duties
given by Peter, we have the following: (1) The elders must
take heed unto themselves. No man can successfully
serve an an elder who does not guard his own steps, striv-
ing always to be "without reproach," and to attain greater
perfection in all the qualifications set forth in the word
of God. (2) The apostle Paul also admonishes the elders
to "take heed . . . to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit
hath made you bishops." This solemn duty demands" eter-
nal vigilance, for the elders watch in behalf of the souls
of others. (3) The elders are further commanded to "feed
the church of the Lord." This signifies that they are to
tend or care for the church, as a shepherd does His flock.
(4) They must also "take the oversight" of the church. In
this sense the elders are bishops or overseers. It is their
duty to direct the activities of the congregation, selecting
teachers and evangelists and supervising all the spiritual
affairs of the church. (5) The elders are also to "rule" the
church, not as a tyrant, but as a shepherd rules his sheep—by goir
ing on all questions of right and wrong, yet kind and toler-
ant in matters of policy and mere preference. (6) The el-
ders are to be an example to the church.

When the elders have the necessary qualifications and
are diligent in performing their duties, the work of the
Lord will prosper, the church will grow, the members will
be strengthened, and God will be glorified. Paul says,
"Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double
honor" (I Tim. 5:17). Indeed, to have the oversight of the
church of our Lord is the greatest responsibility and the
greatest honor in all the world.

Let us now consider the qualifications and duties of
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the deacons. The term "deacon" means servant or mini-
ster. They are to look after the material affairs of the
church. The qualifications of the deacons are given in
the sixth chapter of Acts and in First Timothy the third
chapter. They include the following: (1) Deacons must
be grave—i. e., serious minded; not giddy, childish or un-
balanced. (2) They must not be double-tongued; but rather,
truthful and dependable. (3) They must not be given to
much wine. Even in a country, and at a time, when wine
was used universally for drinking purposes, the apostles
warns against excessive use of it. Hence, deacons must
be temperate. (4) They must not be greedy of filthy lucre.
As in the case of the elders, the deacons must serve, not
for personal gain, but for the love of God and the desire
to serve. (5) They must hold the mystery of the faith in
a pure conscience. Though the deacons are not required
to teach, many of them did in New Testament times, and
certainly they must have a clear understanding of the
word of God. (6) Deacons must also have only one wife.
(7) They are expected to rule well their own house. No
man should be appointed to look after the Lord's house,
who cannot manage his own. (8) Deacons must be of
good report. Like the elders, they must be blameless. (9)
Deacons must be full of the Holy Spirit—i. e., they must
possess to a fair degree the indwelling Spirit which God
gives to all his children. We receive it in proportion to
our Christian growth Thus, the deacons should be men
who are careful to imitate the Great Example set forth in
God's word. (10) Deacons must be men of wisdom. They
must be competent and capable of carrying on the work
in an intelligent manner.

The deacons are servants of the church. When Peter
gave instructions concerning the selection of deacons in
the Jerusalem church, he said to select men "whom we
may appoint over this business." Not only were they as-
signed specific duties, but they were to look after the
business of the church. Hence, deacons should have some
business ability. They are to look after the material needs
of the members. They should investigate and recommend
all cases of charity. They are to handle the collections,
deposits, budget, and other financial matters of the church.
They should have the oversight of the building and pro-
perty. In short, they are to perform any task that may be
assigned to them by the elders under whose guidance and
supervision they serve.

In summary, the organization of the New Testament
church consists simply of two groups of officers in the
local congregation—the elders and deacons. The elders
are also called presbyters, bishops, overseers, pastors and
shepherds, these terms being used interchangeably through-
out the New Testament to refer to the same office. There
is no top-heavy ecclesiastical system or central organiza-
tion between the local churches. Each congregation is an
autonomous unit with Christ as sole potentate. When the
officers of a congregation are properly qualified and per-
form their duties diligently, this form of organization
works beautifully. It is the most perfect system known
to man for carrying on the affairs of the church. You may
rest assured God's ways are always right. If his plan is
not functioning properly in a given locality, it is only be-
cause it has not been put into practice and given a fair
trial.
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PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY (No. 4)

TED W. McELROY

James had proved that hearing and failing to do was
profitless  (ch. 1:19-27); he had shown that professing re-
ligion and at the. same, time showing "respect of persons"
was also profitless (ch. 2:1-9); he declared to do all but be
lacking in one point was profitless (ch. 2:10-11); and now
he continues the lessons on Practical Christianity by teach-
ing that faith without works is profitless, and that saving
faith and obedient works are inseparably joined together,
(ch. 2:14-20).

PAUL AND JAMES

Because of his dislike for this passage (Jas. 2:14-26),
Luther rejected the whole of the book of James, declaring
it to be spurious and uninspired. Between James who
said, "Ye see then how that by works a man is justified,
and not by faith only" (vs. 24), and those who say, "that
we are justified by faith only is a most wholesome doctrine
and very full of comfort," there is irreconcilable contra-
diction. James is right because he was inspired, and they
are wrong because their doctrine contradicts his teaching.
But between Paul and James there is no contradiction,
they both magnify the faith of the gospel. In the Roman
letter Paul showed the necessity of faith and the ineffic-
iency and worthlessness of the works of the law of Moses
under the New Covenant. In his book James showed that
the inherent fruit and operation of genuine faith is work-
ing righteousness—that is doing God's will under the New
Covenant. They spoke of different works, but of the same
faith. Paul viewed the unavailing works of the law of
Moses; James viewed the essential duties or works of the
Christian religion. They both referred to the faith that
comes by hearing the word of God, and without which it
is impossible to please Him.

FAITH AND WORKS

This text, as shown above furnishes abundant proof
that the denominational "faith only" plan of salvation is
not of divine origin. But the application can be made
with equal force to members of the church who neglect
their duties. James showed the absurdity of profession of
the gospel without the practice of its simple works. "What
doth it profit, my brethren, if a man say he hath faith, but
have not works? can that faith save him?" (vs. 14). Ob-
viously, no, "that faith" will not save him, and is there-
fore of no profit. "If a man say he hath faith, but have
not works" he has made an empty boast, and the implica-
tion is that "works" are an essential expression of genuine
faith.

The apostle then illustrates the uselessness of faith
without works, "If a brother or sister be naked and in
lack of daily food, and one of you say unto them, Go in
peace, be ye warmed and filled; and yet ye give them not
the things needful to the body; what doth it profit?" (vs.
15-16). Obviously it is no profit and no good, the "broth-
er or sister" was not benefited or helped by the empty say-
ing, nor did the "one" lay up any treasure for himself in
heaven but rather treasured up wrath. It is a cheap and
easy religion to just "say" and do nothing, but it is not
the pure saving religion of the Lord Jesus Christ. He drew
his conclusion from this illustration, "Even so faith, if it
hath not works. is dead in itself." (vs. 17). If Christian

works do not proceed from faith, then it follows that the
faith is "dead"; life manifests itself and proves its exist-
ence by activity, and if there is no activity it is proof that
there is no life; so also if there are no works, it is proof
that the faith is dead.

James continues the same argument by introducing a
person, "Yea, a man will say, Thou hast faith, and | have
works: show me thy faith apart from thy works, and | by
my works will show thee my faith" (vs. 18). Here the two
ideas, one "faith only," and the other "faith and works,"
are put to the test of demonstration. To show or manifest
faith without works is simply impossible, but Christian
works show the reality of genuine living Christian faith.
Faith is evidenced by works; works prove what is real,
and we will be judged according to our works. (Rev. 20:12)
"And | saw the dead, the great and the small, standing be-
fore the throne; and books were opened: and another book
was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were
judged out of the things which were written in the books,
according to their works."

CHARACTER ILLUSTRATIONS

To illustrate the lack of saving efficacy in dead faith
(faith without works), James said, "Thou believest that
God is one; thou doest well: the demons also believe and
shudder" (vs. 19). If faith only, regardless of conduct,
was sufficient for salvation, then the demons would be
saved. The nominal inactive faith of a professed member
of the church, will no more save him than will the de-
mons be saved. Then James asked, "wilt thou know" are
you willing to be instructed, "O vain man" a man empty
and void of spiritual understanding, "that faith apart from
works is barren" such faith is without acceptable fruit.

Next James points out the relationship between true
faith and obedient works. "Was not Abraham our father
justified by works, in that he offered up Isaac, his son up-
on the altar? Thou seest that faith wrought with his
works, and by works was faith made perfect; and the
scripture was fulfilled which saith, And Abraham believed
God, and it was reckoned unto him for righteousness; and
he was called the friend of God. Ye see that by works a
man is justified and not only by faith" (vs. 21-24). Abra-
ham is often used as an example of faith, and is here
presented as an example of works. The lesson shows that
strong faith will lead one to great works. The history of
another Old Testament person proves the necessary con-
nection between faith and works, "And in like manner
was not also Rahab the harlot justified by works, in that
she received the messengers, and sent them out another
way?" (vs. 25). It took some action on the part of Rahab
to save the spies from capture, her faith impelled her to
the necessary works. Heb. 11 has been aptly called the
faith chapter of the New Testament, but with equal pro-
priety it could be called the works chapter because with
each hero his faith motivated him to obedient action.

CONCLUSION

James concluded his teaching on the connection be-
tween faith and works with .these words, "For as the body
apart from the spirit is dead, even so faith apart from

(Continued on page seven)
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Abounding In The
Work Of The Lord

BOB CRAIG, JR.

Paul, in writing his first epistle to the Corinthians,
said in 15:58, "Be ye stedfast, unmovable, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that
your labor is not in vain in the Lord." In writing this letter,
Paul is striving to get the people of Corinth to turn from
worldly things and work for the Lord at all times. We
know, of course, that we do not have to continually sit and
read the Bible or to be constantly seen in prayer, but we
are to take Christ into our everyday life and in all things
seek to glorify our Father. If we are neglectful of our
study, absent from the worship, inattentive in worship,
ship-shod in our everyday dealings, and forget Jesus and the
Church, which is His body; from one Sunday until the
next, we are not being stedfast nor unmovable, neither are
we abounding in the work of the Lord.

As Paul says, if we labor in the work of the Lord, that
time and labor is not spent in vain. Of course we cannot
always see the fruits of our labor, but in due season these
fruits will come forth. At times we become discouraged
in our work in the Lord, but we should not. For though
we may never do any earthly good: our seeds may always
fall by the wayside or on the hard and stony soil, which
has never been known to bear everlasting fruit, but if we
have conscientiously sown the seeds then we are promised
a reward, not on this earth, but in a far greater land than
these United States can ever hope to be.

Let us look on the Church as a great fraternal organi-
zation. To become a member of a fraternity is like unto
becoming a Christian, not in the same ritual but in close
resemblance. A fraternity is a brotherhood of members
bound together by by-laws and a mutual interest in all
things pertaining to that particular organization. The
brotherhood of the church is brought together by certain
steps or by-laws and is bound together by the strongest
bond yet known to man—Ilove. What cannot be obtained
by force or persuasion, or money; love can obtain. That
which cannot be accomplished by military powers, civil
government, or dictators, can be accomplished by love.
When all else fails us—health, money, position, etc., love

THEGOSPEL LIGHT

will not fail. (Please read | Cor. 13:1-13) (The proper
translation for charity is love) Therefore we should strive
earnestly for love among our brethren and sisters, for if
we do not have this love, we have nothing. This is one
way in which we can abound—cultivate love. (Read John
15:9-15; Eph. 3:17-19).

Be stedfast, unmovable. In what things should we be
stedfast and unmovable? (1) In love as we have already
discussed; (2) In faith. Many things are said and brought
before us to tear down our faith, but if that faith in deep
rooted, it will not be moved. Faith we must have. We
can keep and increase our faith by constant study and
prayer and by walking in the fellowship of our brethren
and sisters; (3) In truth. Be stedfast and unmovable in the
truth of the Gospel. Once you have learned from the
Bible what must be done, let no man change you. Do not
take up with the innovations which are brought into the
church of the Lord by mere men. Do not become obsessed
with some hobby which may tear down your faith and the
faith of others, but abound only in the truth as far as it is
revealed to us in God's word.

There is one little word used by Paul which to me is
very important—always. Does this mean once a week on
Sunday or perhaps Sunday morning, evening and Wednes-
day evening? Could it mean to .become a member of the
Lord's body and after a while drift away? No, | think not.
Paul used this word to show that from the very moment
we are added to the church until our last breath is drawn
we should remember our Lord and Saviour, commune with
Him in prayer, and strive continually to put forward the
work of the Lord and for we, ourselves, to grow continual-
ly in "grace and in knowledge of the Lord's will.

Always remember that the primary function of the
church is to save the lost. All other things done by or in
the church are very important and essential, but they are
secondary. A kind word, a helping hand, or even a smile
from you may start someone to thinking of becoming a
Christian. Wouldn't you like, to have a part in the saving
of a person's soul? Let's start this moment to bring others
into the fold of Christ.—Little Rock, Arkansas.

WRONG DIETING

A steaming hot, piled-up plate of mincemeat, dumplings,
potatoes, etc., is life to John Bull who has been out plow-
ing in the fields in biting winds; it spells death to his four-
months-old baby boy. When | was a schoolboy there were
times when | could not sit down to an appetizing dinner,
and it wasn't because | was unwell. It usually occurred on
a Saturday when we boys, with a few coppers between us,
would indulge in an orgy of sherbet fizz, stick-jaw, chew-
ing gum, toffee apples, lollipops, ice cream, licorice, nou-
gat, caddy, etc., (it was surprising what a variety one could
get in ha'porths). Mother would say, "There now, you've
spoiled your appetite with a lot of rubbish that won't do
you half as much good as your dinnerl"—and is was true.
If you want a hearty, spiritual appetite be careful what
else you feed on! Don't spoil a healthy appetite with a
mind full of morbid divorce cases, shocking murders and
columns of political pessimisms from the morning paper.—
Selected.

If we refuse to treat people as our enemies, we have
the best possible chance of winning them to be our friends,
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The Nature Of The Kingdom Of God

W. A. BLACK

It is An Everlasting Kingdom. "And in the days of
these kings shall the God of Heaven set up a kingdom,
which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not
be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever."
(Daniel 2:44) Notice the clause, "It shall stand forever."
This kingdom can not be moved. "Wherefore we receiv-
ing a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace,
whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and
godly fear." (Heb. 12:28) This everlasting kingdom has an
everlasting ruler. "For unto us a child is born, unto us a
son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoul-
der: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his
kingdom to order it, and to establish it with judgment and
with justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the
Lord of hosts will perform this." (Isaiah 9:6, 7) When the
end of this world comes this kingdom shall be delivered
unto the Father: "But every man in his own order Christ
the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his com-
ing. Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered
up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall
have put down all rule and all authority and power. For
he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.
The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death." (I Cor.
15:23-26)

This kingdom was to be set up in the days of these
kings or in the days of these kingdoms. (Dan. 2:38-44) It
is agreed by all historians of any note that these four
kingdoms included the Babylonian, the Medo-Persian, the
Macedonian, and last the Roman empire which was com-
posed of several different kingdoms. This being true it
logically follows that the kingdom has already been estab-
lished. The kingdom of God was established on the first
Pentecost after the resurrection of Christ; in the city of
Jerusalem, in the year A. D. 33; on Sunday morning be-
tween nine and twelve o'clock.

The Babylonian, the Medo-Persian, the Macedonian,
and the Roman empires are no more; they have fallen.
Hundreds of others have arisen and fallen. But the king-
dom of God is still standing and shall continue to stand.

The Kingdom of God Is The Greatest of All Kingdoms.

It is the greatest because it is the oldest. It is great be-
cause it shall continue to stand regardless of world con-
ditions. No earthly kingdom that has ever existed, or that
does now exist or that shall ever exist will ever be as
great as the kingdom of God.

It is engaged in the greatest of all works—the salva-
tion of man. The church is the pillar and ground of the
truth. (I Tim. 3:15) The truth is the word of God. (John
17:17) God's word or the truth will make you free. (John
8:32) The word is the gospel. The gospel is the power of
God unto salvation to every one that believeth. (Rom. 1:
16) The kingdom of God comes first or man does not get
to heaven. "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and

his righteousness: and all these things shall be added unto
you." (Matt. 6:33) But there are too many who are seeking
the things of the world first, and hoping that they will
live long enough to seek the kingdom of God after they
have found the things of the world.

The kingdom of God is great because it has the great-
est code of moral laws known. Here are a few that the
world needs today: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of Heaven . . . Blessed are they which
do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be
filled . Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be
called the children of God." (Matt. 5:3-9) "But | say unto
you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for
the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery:
and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committ-
eth adultery." (Matt. 5:32) "He said unto them, Moses be-
cause of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put
away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so.
And | say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife,
except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, com-
mitteth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put a-
way doth commit adultery." (Matthew 19:8, 9) "Neither
shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make
one hair white or black. But let your communication be,
Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these
cometh of evil." (Matt. 5:36, 37) "Ye have heard that it
hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate
thine enemy. But | say unto you, Love your enemies,
bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and per-
secute you. . . For if ye love them which love you, what
reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And
if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than
others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore per-
fect, even as your Father which is in Heaven is perfect."
(Matt. 5:43, 44, 46-48) It appears to me that the above
needs to be put into practice. If the above were followed
we would not have so much hatred, strife, and bloodshed
in the world today.

"Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the
law and the prophets." (Matt. 7:12) But the world prac-
tices it this way, "Do it to the other fellow before he does
it to you." There are some who want every body to fol-
low this rule in dealing with them; but they themselves do
not follow it. There are many who are very accommodat-
ing so long as you accommodate them. But children of
God must follow the Bible.—In The" Evangelist.

Durable Riches
"Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly" (Col 3:16).

The Word of God has a great deal to say about riches.
It enumerates a number of kinds, unrighteous and true,
evil and good, visible and unseen, material and intangible.
Their value is reckoned from the standpoint of permanence
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—are they abiding? And, as the end of the year is now
well past, and every wise man has balanced his accounts,
and taken stock of his assets, and made his plans for the
days ahead, and gravely considered the contingencies which
he may have to face, it will not be amiss to call attention
to a few of the things which constitute true wealth, and so
are worth striving for.

Faith is specially noted among the treasures of the
saints. The estimate placed upon it in the Divine inven-
tory is that it is "more precious than * * * gold that perish-
eth." He who abounds in faith has the key to all the
storehouses of God.

Love is another item of great value. Of human affec-
tion the writer of The Song of Solomon states that "if a
man would give all the substance of his house for love, it
would utterly be contemned." And, from the Divine
standpoint, it is that which God most of all desires: "Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy
strength."

A "meek and quiet spirit" is reckoned "of great price."
This is a quality too little appreciated in the church. Men
applaud what they consider forceful leadership, behind
which there may lie concealed much of self-seeking. But
the humble Christian, whose face is covered in the pres-
ence of the Lord, may have a mightier influence in the
courts of Heaven, than the outspoken preacher whose praise
is on the lips of the multitude.

The ministry to the saints is highly commended by the
Holy Spirit. He sternly charges those of the brethren that
are possessed of this world's goods to be wary lest these
become a snare, and to overcome such a danger by them-
selves being "rich in good works," assuring them that by
so doing they are laying up a good foundation against the
time to come.

There are further the "treasures of wisdom and knowl-
edge," which are "hid" in Christ, and can be discovered
only by those who seek with a lowly and sincere and o-
bedient heart. The mind which lets the Word of Christ
richly indwell will not fail to attain in increasing measure
a place in the ranks of the millionaires of the Kingdom of
Heaven.

There are not a few who tell us that the pressure on
them is so great that their whole energy is spent in the
battle for existence. They have not time to devote to other
than the material. They would like to be better Christians,
but for them it is impossible. To these the word of Christ
speaks with serious insistence, "Seek ye first the Kingdom
of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall
be added unto you." The King Himself will be responsible
for the welfare of those who walk in the way of full o-
bedience. And the way of full obedience is the result of
the Word of Christ being allowed to dwell richly within.—
Gospel Herald.

The Seven Rules Of Life

CHESTER ESTES

"And as many as walk according to this rule, peace

be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God."
(Gal. 6:16)
The "rule" here, according to the context, may be
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expressed thus: "God forbid that | should glory, save in
the Cross of our Lord." (verse 14). This "rule" is made
even more simple in verse 15. After stating that neith-
er circumcision nor uncircumcision availeth anything,
Paul said, "But a new creature." The "new creature"
stands for the rule. In the Christian the rule is ex-
emplified, because he is a "new creature." This being
an elliptical sentence, the idea is, even though neither
uncircumcision, availeth, a new creature does avail—
being a new creature is the important thing.

Now, being new creatures, there are in reality seven
rules to be considered; some rules to be followed and
some to be avoided. The seven rules by which men live
are as follows: (1) The rule of mire; (2) The rule of
clay; (3) The rule of iron; (4) The rule of brass; (5)
The rule of silver; (6) The rule of gold; and (7) The
rule of diamond. Let us study them in the order
mentioned.

1. The mire rule. This is the lowest by which men
live. We begin with the lowest and study them till we
reach the highest. No one can live by the lowest and
be a Christian. The "mire" rule is to destroy that
which we cannot use. Nations which follow the "scorch-
ed earth" policy usually do so as a means of self-preser-

vation. But the rule of mire is to destroy that which
cannot be used, merely because one cannot use it all,
and, therefore, is miserable when others enjoy that,

which he himself cannot enjoy. A man tells his neigh-
bor to go to his melon patch and eat all the nice melons
he wants. When he has eaten to his satisfaction he de-
stroys all the other fine melons he could not eat, and in
addition to destroying the melons he pulls up the vines.
You say such a neighbor has satisfied the lowest crav-
ings possible for human beings.

The wicked shepherds, lest the flock should be satis-
fied, and because they could not eat more, destroyed the
residue. "Seemeth it a small thing unto you to have
eaten up the good pasture, but ye must tread down with
your feet the residue of your pastures? And to have
drunk of the deep waters, but ye must foul the residue
with your feet? As for my flock, they have eat that
which ye have trodden with your feet; and they drink
that which ye have fouled with your feet" (Ez. 34:18.
19) This has a scriptural application. Some of the
same people are yet alive. This might be said of preach-
ers and leaders in the denominations who destroy the
residue of the kingdom of God; except for the fact that
they themselves do not enjoy even the residue—for they
are not in the kingdom of God. It might be said of
them, however, that they "feast" and are "fat" in the
enjoyment of their ‘"pastorates." But it can certainly
apply to false teachers and preachers who have crept
into the church of Christ, who know the truth and are
in possession of it, while at the same time they deprive

the "flock" of even the "residue" of the truth and feed
the "flock" on the straw of sectarianism, popular lect-
ures, and current events.

We have example of the rule of mire in those upon
whom Christ pronounced a woe, those referred to as
hypocrites. "For ye shut the kingdom of heaven against
men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye
them that are entering to go in." (Matt. 23:13) This is
figurative language. One can shut the doors of heaven
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by not opening them. Such are so selfish as to not al-
low others the blessed privilege of the glorious kingdom
of Christ—they do not want others to enjoy the good of
the kingdom and thereby shut themselves out in order
to keep others out. They are like the man on the sink-
ing ship who refused to send the distress signal, because
he did not want some one on the ship saved, and prefer-
red to go down himself rather than for that one to enjoy
the fruits of his efforts. You say such is depraved, in-
deed! And you are right. Such lives by the rule of
mire.

Take a look at Diotrephes. John, the beloved apos-
tle, commended the "Well beloved" Gaius, because
"Thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the
brethren, and to strangers." But he further said, "I
wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to
have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not.
Wherefore, if | come, | will remember his deeds which
he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and
not content therewith, neither doeth he himself receive
the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and
casteth them out of the church." (Il John 9-11) Dio-
trephes lived by the lowest rule.—In The Evangelist.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
GEORGE B. CURTIS

(This is a reproduction of one of a series of articles by
Brother Curtis which appeared in a Wilslow, Arizona
daily newspaper last year).

Christ has but one body—Church. (Eph. 4:4-5; | Cor.
12:20.) There are many religious bodies in the world.
Hence, somebody is wrong.

Is it possible amid the multiplicity of "Churches," to
find and identify the New Testament church? | suggest
the following comparisons:

(1) What church in Winslow has no creed but Christ?

(2) What church in Winslow has no Book of Discipline
but the New Testament?

(3) What church in Winslow requires the same terms
of admission as did the New Testament church?

(4) What people in Winslow wear the same religious

names as those worn in New Testament times?

(5) What church in Winslow has no officers other than
elders and deacons as New Testament churches had?

(6) What church in Winslow insists that all commands
of the Lord be obeyed as they were in New Testament
times?

(7) What church in Winslow meets upon the first day
of every week for communion as did the New Testament
churches?

(8) What church in Winslow engages in no items of
worship not used in New Testament churches?

(9) What church in Winslow has all the earmarks of
the New Testament church?

(10) "Worship where Christ and Christians meet."

PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY (NO. 4)
(Continued from page three)
works is dead" (vs. 26). When the spirit departs, the body
is left a dead carcase incapable of either action or enjoy-
ment, and in like manner without works is dead. Albert
Barnes in his notes observes, "There is as much necessity
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that faith and works should be united to constitute true
religion, as there is that body and soul should be united
to constitute a living man." When the Scriptures say we
are justified by faith, it is faith accompanied by works; and
when the Scriptures say we are justified by works, it is
works proceeding from faith. Brethren let us strive to
strengthen our faith by diligent study of the word, and in-
crease our good works by taking advantage of each op-
portunity.

Moral Hogs In Mental Mire

GAYLE OLER

| can understand the man who will lie about his wares;
and | can see the purpose of those "that creep into houses
and take captive silly women laden with sins, led away by
divers lusts;" and | can grasp the viewpoint of those who
in weakness drink their way to shame and hell; but | can-
not comprehend that state of degradation or depravity of
mind which, like the slimy swine, finds pleasure in wallow-
ing in the filth of obscene conversation.

Fleshly lusts, abnormal appetites and brute passions
may drive a weakened man into excesses which his own
heart and conscience condemn. But to find a mind that
loves to feed upon moral filth and mental corruption, as a
buzzard feeds upon a carrion, is almost to stagger belief in
mortal man.

It was only when "Jehovah saw that the wickedness
of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually," that
"it repented God that He had made man on the earth."
Made in the image of God, a human being with a vile
tongue should be enough to make even Satan repent that
he had tempted man, and resolve to mend his ways.

The retailing and retelling of vulgar jokes and obscene
stories, together with the recitation of foul verses too filthy
for the most disreputable journal constitutes the principal
feature of the conversation of some men and women.
Pictures too vile for the common courtezan to view with-
out a blush find a ready sale.

Taste for this class of conversation, literature and art
must surely be acquired like that for alcohol, tobacco or
opium. Surely man by birth, is nobler, and is higher in
his heritage than to relish such hellish impurity.

“If any man among you seem to be religious, and
bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this
man's religion is vain" (Jas. 1:28).

"Death and life are in the power of the tongue; and
they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof," promises the
wise man in Prov. 18:21. But when an otherwise respect-
able man takes that instrument so capable of praising God
and blessing men, and misspends it in distributing a blight-
ing hurt and burning shame to the mind social, he is a
greater foe to the common good than Communism is to
Democracy.

We hold no excuse whatever for the liar, the adulterer
or the drunkard. But of all the most unexplainable, un-
reasonable and unjustifiable vices we can think of, obscene
conversation is the most asinine.

"And the tongue is a fire: the world of iniquity among
our members is the tongue, which defileth the whole body,
and setteth on fire the wheel of nature, and is set on fire
by hell" (Jas. 3:6).—Just A Moment.
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NOTES—REPORTS

* * *

Houston. Texas, February 1: The
Gospel Light of January 25th is sim-
ply grand. We could use three hun-
dred extra copies. Our work with the
Leffingwell and Cavalcade church is
now In its third year and the outlook
is promising. Several have placed
membership since last report. | have

some spare time for meetings this year.—A.

* Kk Kk

Another Chain Is Completed

Ozark, Arkansas, February 1: In a
recent conversation with Brother J. C.
Dawson of Conway, Arkansas, relative
to the work here, he told me that
establishment of the church in this
county seat town, completes the chain
Little Rock to Fort mith. If | am
correctly informed, the first link in
this chain of county seat congrega-
tion was Morrilton. Brother Dawson
told me that the church in Conway,
the second link in the chain, had its
beginning in his home forty years ago.
From this humble start it has grown
to command the respect of the city
and state. The church here has some-
what in common with that of Conway

in that it began in a private home.
The disciples first met here in Brother
Gibson's home in September 1943.

After three Lord's, days and six nights
of a protracted effort, they were for-
bidden by the land lady to hold ser-
vices, and moved to Coal Hill ten
miles away. They continued to wor-
ship with the brethren there for about

fourteen months. They now have a
new building. Thanks to the many
brethren who helped in this worthy
cause.—Guy T. Cosand.

Fort Smith, Arkansas, February 1:

The meeting in San Diego, California,
with  Hillcrest church resulted in one
baptism, one from Christian church,
two restored and two placed member-
ship. Brother John G. Bills is the ef-
ficient minister. This congregation is
the hardest laboring church | have
ever labored with. | am now in a sing-

ing school in San Jose, California. |
have about 12 more weeks out here
before returning home.—Will W.
Slater.
January 1945 Labors

Gus Winter, Evangelist South Side
Church of Christ, 148 Corroll St.,
Youngstown 2, Ohio. Sermons, (3 by

radio) 11; Lord's Day Bible study, 4;
Wednesday Bible study, 5; House to
house calls, 182; Tracts and gospel pa-
ers distributed, 325; Radio cards, 42;
estaments, 25. Some sickness and ex-
treme cold has hindered. We are
sponsoringl_ a meeting in the home of
reacher Tom Hall in a colored neigh-
orhood on the north side. With his
own and his wife's brother's family,
there are twelve in his house. e
humbIY and prayerfull present our
monthly needs for 1945 to our breth-
ren who have helped us in 1944,
Evangelist's support, $150; Radio
preaching, $13.80; Work for colored
folk (27000 here), $4; Gospel tracts and
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papers, $3;  Publicity including  mimeo.
postage, etc., $5.20; Rental meeting,
$14; Federal tax emergency, $10. Pray
that these needs may be met.—Gus
Winter.

SERMON BOOKS AND
BIBLE STUDY HELPS

The Church of Christ
By T. W. Phillips
Probably not since the New Testa-
ment itself was written has the Chris-
tian world had so primitively pure a
presentation of the Teachings of Jesus.
Nearly 100,000 sold.
Price, prepaid

600 Doctrinal Illustrations
Secure this New book and you'll al-

ways ' have at hand an invaluable
source of doctrinal illustrations to im-
prove your preaching, your speaking
or your teaching in the Bible school.
348 pages.

Price, prepaid .....ccccoevveiiieeeiiiieenenn. $2.00

Irwin's Bible Commentary

This useful reference work is ar-
ranged- in Biblical sequence, first giv-
ing an interesting introduction to each
book of both the Old and New Testa-
ments and then explaining the mean-
ing of each verse. A very fine condens-
ed commentary. 600 pages.

Price, prepaid .....cccccevveeiiieiiiiinenenn. $2.50

The Great Controversy

By Ashley S. Johnson
A gripping dialogue in which those
of different faiths mutually discourse
in convention, in a Biblical and his-
torical search after the true basis of
Christian  union. 294  pages.
Price, prepaid .........ccocoeiiiiinieee e 60c

The Great Legacy

By S. R. Ezzell

This book presents the Gospel plan
of salvaton under the similitude of a
will. It was first printed many vyears
ago and a new edition was recently
brought out. It deserves a wide circu-
lation. One of our best known breth-
ren says: "lt is the clearest, plainest
and strongest exhibition of ancient
Gospel I ever saw anywhere." 272
pages.
Price, paper binding ..........ccccoeevieiieeiieiennn, $1.00
Price, cloth binding ........cccoooiniiiiiiiie 1.50
R R RN REERRERRER

BLACK BOARD CHARTS AND
SERMON OUTLINES
Vol. 3.
Will be ready to deliver about
May 1, 1945.

This book will contain 192 full page
charts with the sermon outline
accompanying.

Price $1.50, Pre-publication Price $1.00
Order From

Harbert D. Hooker, Minister
Church of Christ
Poplar Bluff, Mo.

S R R R S e B B e B O R R G e R R R R 3 385E

Lands of The Bible
By J. W. McGarvey
A guidebook to the geography topo-
graphy, and social customs of Pales-
tine. 624 pages.
Price., prepaid

I S P ST

You Are Invited To Assist In
Preaching The Gospel At The
State Sanitarium
Booneville, Arkansas
Howard Casada—Minister
Work sponsored by Church of Christ,
Poplar Bluff, Mo. and Booneville, Ark.
Send all Contributions to
Harbert D. Hooker
Box 245, Poplar Bluff, Mo.
Send all Literature to

Howard Casada
Booneville, Arkansas.
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PEOPLE'S
NEW TESTAMENT WITH 1
NOTES

\

i

i

TR

By B. W. Johnson

This is an usually good commen-
tary for general use, covering the
entire New Testament. Both the
King James Authorized Version and
the American Standard Revised Ver-
sion are given, which enables the
reader to compare instantly any
passage under consideration. The
very comprehensive explanatory notes
underneath the passages of Scrip-
ture to which they apply are very
helpful in assisting in the study of
difficult passages and in giving brief
information of a historical nature.
Volume One covers the four Gospels
and Acts of Apostles, 542 pages.
Volume Two covers the Epistles and
the Book of Revelation, 512 pages.
Price: Cloth, $2.50 per volume.

Gospel Light Publishing Co.
Delight. Arkansas
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"THY WORD IS A LAMP UNTO MY FEET, AND A LIGHT UNTO MY PATHWAY."—PSALMS 119:105
VOLUME 15 DELIGHT, ARKANSAS, FEBRUARY 15, 1945 NUMBER 11
The New Testament Church (No. 6)
FRANK J. DUNN
Terms used to Designate the Church and Its Members that Christ is "the firstborn from the dead." The church

The New Testament employs a number of terms to
designate the church. These terms do not refer to different
institutions, but all are used to express the relationship of
Christ to his church, or kingdom. In most instances it is
simply called "the church," with no qualification whatso-
ever. Since Christ built but one church, and since modern
denominations did not exist in New Testament times, the
term "church" was then adequate. It was used to desig-
nate the body of saved individuals which Christ called out
of the world by his gospel and of which he is head. How-
ever, there are a number of terms used to designate the
one body, all of which enable us to gain a clearer under-
standing of the greatness of the church and of Christ's
relationship to it. Let us note some of the terms used.

I. 11 is the church of Christ. Jesus said, "Upon this
rock | will build my church." (Matt. 16:18). The apostle
Paul, speaking for the different congregations in Achaia
wrote, "The churches of Christ salute you" (Rom. 16:16).
These expressions denote Ownership. Thus, when we
speak of the church of Christ, we do not have in mind
some human organization, but that spiritual body of which
Christ is the founder and owner. Paul refers to the
church as the bride of Christ (Eph. 5:23-32). For the bride
to wear any name other than that of the bridegroom is
humiliating and dishonorable. It is therefore not only fit-
ting, but essential that we refer to Christ's bride as his
church and not that of some man or some man-made
system.

Il. Il is called the church of the Lord. To the elders
of the church at Ephesus, Paul said, "Take heed unto
yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit
hath made you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord
which he purchased with his own blood" (Acts 20:28). By
the "Lord," Paul of course means Christ. Whether we
speak of it as the church of Christ, or church of the
Lord, the meaning is, the same. Paul further explains it
is "the church of the Lord which he purchased with his
own blood." Thus, the New Testament church belongs to
Christ, not only because he built it, but also because he
bought it with his blood. x

Ill. Il is also called the church of the firstborn. This
expression is found in Heb. 12:23. The apostle Paul ex-
plains who is meant by the firstborn. In Rom. 8:29 he
says, "For whom he foreknew, he also foreordained to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren." In Col. 1:18 he states

of the firstborn, then, is the same as the church of Christ,
or the church of the Lord.

IV. Again, the church is called the church of God.
Paul addressed the Corinthian epistles "to the church of
God which is at Corinth" (I Cor. 1:2; Il Cor. 1:1). In giv-
ing the qualifications of the elders of the church, Paul
said, 'lf a man know not how to rule his own house, how
shall he take care of the church of God?" (I Tim. 3:5).
This is not a contradiction of Paul's previous statement
where he refers to the church as the church of Christ. In
speaking of his relationship to the Heavenly Father, Jesus said, "A
mine" (John 17:10). "Whether we say the kingdom of God
or the kingdom of Christ, the church of God or the church
of Christ, we have in mind the same Divine Institution.
We possibly speak of it as the church of Christ more often
than we do the church of God in order to distinguish it
from anything that had its origin in the Old Testament.
The Israelites who wandered in the wilderness in the time
of Moses were once referred to as 'the church'. But they
did not constitute the church of Christ. Christ's church
had its beginning on the first Pentecost after his resurrec-
tion from the dead. It is distinctly a New Testament in-

stitution'. The New Testament church differs from the
Old Testament church as the spiritual differs from the
material. Furthermore, Paul said it was the will of the

Father that 'in all things he might have the pre-eminence.’
Hence, when we speak of the church of Christ we thus
give him the honor and pre-eminence the Father willed
that he should have. This does not lessen the honor and
pre-eminence which belong to God, because all things are
of him. Whatever may be said of the Son, or whatever
honors may be attributed to the Son, belong equally to
the Father" ("The New Testament Church,” by L. R.
Wilson).

In summary, the New Testament church is called the
church of Christ, the church of the Lord, the church of the
firstborn and the church of God. These are not four dif-
ferent names used to denote four different institutions, but
are terms used to designate the same group of people—the
followers of Christ.

Lei us now consider the terms used lo designate the
members of the New Testament Church.

I. If we think of the church as a family, with God as
our Father, then we are children. Jesus taught his dis-
ciples to pray, "Our Father who art in heaven" (Matt. 6:
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9). The apostle Paul said, "For as many as are led by
the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For ye receive
not the spirit of bondage again unto fear; but ye received
the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The
Spirit himself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are
children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God,
and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with
him, that we may be also glorified with him" (Rom. 8:
14-17).

"Jesus" speaks of the change which takes place when
we enter into this close relationship with God as a 'new
birth' (John 3:3, 5). Paul sometimes speaks of it as an
‘adoption' (Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:5; Eph. 1:5). These expres-
sions suggest the transition which takes place when "we
enter the church, or ‘'family’ of God. Such terms are
never used to suggest the transition which takes place
when we enter the institution of men" (Ibid).

Il. If we have in mind our relationship to each other
in the family of God. we are brethren. Throughout the
New Testament the apostles use the term brethren in ref-
erence to fellow members of the church. In the opening
statement of the Galatian letter we have this salutation,
"Paul, an apostle . . And all the brethren that are with
me, unto the churches of Galatia." The Ephesian letter
closes with these words: "Peace be to the brethren, and
love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ." These and numerous other passages show the
close relationship which exists between the followers of
Christ. Indeed, the Ilove that binds Christian brethren
together is the strongest tie in all the world.

. If we think of ourselves as students or followers
of Christ, then we are his disciples. Jesus said, "If ye a-
bide in my word, then are ye truly my disciples" (John
8:31). Again, "By this shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye love one another" (John 13:35). And again
he said, "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit; and so shall ye be my disciples" (John 15:8). When
Jesus gave the great commission he said, "Go ye there-
fore, and make disciples of all the nations" (Matt. 28:19).
Thus, when one hears the gospel of Christ, believes it, and
obeys it, he becomes the follower, or disciple of Christ.

IV. If we have in mind our relationship to Christ, we
are "Christians." In New Testament times when sinners
were converted, they did not become any one of a number
of different sectarian adherents. They were called simply
Christians, which signifies they belong to Christ, who is
the founder, head and owner of the church. The term
"Christian" is found three times in the New Testament.
In Acts 11:26 we read, "And the disciples were called
Christians first at Antioch." King Agrippa said to Paul,
as the latter stood before him in trial, "Almost thou per-
suadest me to be a Christian" (Acts 26:28). The apostle
Peter said, "If any man suffer as a Christian, let him not
be ashamed; but let him glorify God in this name" (I Pet.
4:16).

Please note that this name was not given lo the dis-
ciples until after the Gentiles had been brought into the
kingdom of God. More than seven hundred years before
the establishment of the church and the conversion of the
Gentiles, Isaiah spoke of this new name, saying; "And the
Gentiles shall see the righteousness, and all kings thy
glory; and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the
mouth of the Lord shall name" (lsaiah 62:2). The church
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in Antioch was the first congregation to be composed of
both Jews and Gentiles. Hence, it is fitting that the new
name should be first applied to the disciples at Antioch.
Furthermore, the name Christian is the only one given to
the people of God after the Gentiles were included. It is
evident then that the name Christian is the new name giv-
en by the Lord to his people.

Let us observe further the importance of wearing the
name of Christ. When Jesus gave the great commission
to his disciples, he said, "Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 28:19). He stated
further that "repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in his name along all nations" (Luke 24:47). On
the day the church was established Peter told inquiring
sinners to "Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins"
(Acts 2:38). Again he said, "There is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we , must be
saved" (Acts 4:12). Jesus said, "Whatsoever ye shall ask
the Father in my name, he will give it you" (John 16:23).
Thus, we are baptized in the name of Christ, we have sal-
vation in his name, and we pray in his name. The apos-
tle Paul said, "Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in
the name of the Lord Jesus" (Col. 3:17). As Christians,
everything we do in our worship and service to God must
be done in and through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Thus, one who wears any other name fails to give him the
glory that is rightfully his. Since there is salvation in no
other name, and since every act of Christian worship and
service is to be done in his name, it is foolish for us to
wear any other name religiously, whether it be the name
of some man, some city, some method of doing things, or
some system of organization.

V. If we have in mind the purity of God's people, then
we are saints. In his first epistle to the church at Corinth,
Paul addressed them as "the church of God which is at
Corinth, even them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus,
called to be saints" (I Cor. 1:2). He opened his second
letter to them in a similar manner, calling them "saints."
The same is true of his epistle to the Ephesians, Philip-
pians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. There is no scrip-
tural basis for applying the term "saint" just to a certain
few who have been dead for centuries. In apostolic times
Christians were called saints. The term signifies purity,
but not perfection. Thus, despite our imperfections,
every Christian is a saint.

The followers of Christ are thus called children, breth-
ren, disciples, Christians, and saints. Please note, how-
ever, that these terms are used only in reference to the in-
dividual Christians and never in reference to the church.
To call the New Testament church after those who com-
pose it gives pre-eminence to the members rather than to
Christ, which is contrary to the will of God. Paul de-
clares, "He is the head of the body, the church: who is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things
he might have the pre-eminence" (Col. 1:18). We should
be careful to observe the New Testament manner of desig-
nating the church lest we rob Christ of the honor which
belongs to him.

The apostle Peter said, "If any man speak, let him
speak as the oracles of God" (I Peter 4:11). We do not
speak as the oracles of God when we use terms to desig-
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nate the church which God has not authorized. Why should
we want to wear any other name when we have the privi-
lege of wearing the name of Christ, the greatest name of
all? Thus, as a body we are the church of Christ; as indi-
viduals we are Christians; nothing more, and nothing less.

Lost In The Flood

JOE GRANT

Lost in the flood of intoxicating
lives, enormous amounts of property, much self respect,
vast amounts of intellectual ability, morality, and energy,
regardless of the brand consumed. The greatest soul de-
stroying beverage on the market today! Hell bound special
offer, well wrapped in blood, tears, heartaches, sorrows,
and woes. Will carry you to the dogs immediately!
Guaranteed to start you on the Road to Trouble or your
Money Back!

Why not advertise beer, wine, and whiskey like that?
Why not tell the truth about it? Why try to deceive,
youngsters by dressing it up and starting it on an innocent
parade? Why decorate it with roses when it should be
surrounded by thorns? | can tell you why it is camouflag-
ed and disguised! | can tell you why it is advertised in
such a way as to deceive the public who are gullible
enough to fall for it. The liquor interests are after money!

How many do you know who are lost in the flood?
Steaming headlong down Wine River! Paddling down Beer
Creek! Embarked on Whiskey Ocean! Rocking in Troubled
Waves! Talk about fear, disaster, unrest, and inefficiency.
Liquor-soaked nations have these symptoms and many
others! We need a host of Daniels today who will not defile
themselves with the meat and wine of ungodly kings (See
Daniel 1:8). We need preachers today who will reason on
righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come (See
Acts 24:25).

Every man who strives for the mastery should be
temperate in all things (I Cor. 9:25). How many ounces of
temperance, virtue, patience, and godliness, can you find
in a two hundred pound drunkard? Crimes committed in
the name of intoxicating liquor have answered that ques-
tion time after time. Paul kept his body in subjection be-
cause he did not want to become a castaway after he had
preached to others (I Cor. 9:27). Any man who hits the
liquor trail becomes a castaway in the sight of God and
men.

Big boys in high places,
who indulge in strong drink are soon lost in the flood,
dragging vast multitudes with them. "It is not for kings
to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink: lest they drink
and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of
the afflicted" (Prov. 31:4, 5). "Blessed art thou, O land,
when thy king is the son of nobles, and thy princes eat in
due season, for strength, and not for drunkenness!" (Eccl.
10:17).

Individuals who indulge in alcoholic drinks endanger
their physical health, undermine their spiritual welfare,
and weaken their mental ability. Families who are at-
tracted by the wine cup for the most part make up poor,
neglected, undernourished communities which are continu-
ally in a boiling pot of trouble, strife, jealousy, confusion,
and crime. States and nations given over to strong drink

liguor millions of

representatives, and rulers
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are filled with crime, have their politics corrupted, their
industries paralyzed, and their laws contaminated.

No wonder wine is a mocker and strong drink is rag-
ing! (Prov. 20:1). No wonder drunkards and gluttons come
to poverty! (Prov. 23:20, 21). No wonder whoredom and
wine take away the heart! (Hosea 4:11). No wonder men
err through wine! No wonder they get out of the way
through strong drink! No wonder they err in vision and
stumble in judgment. (lsa. 28:7). "Be not drunk with
wine wherein there is excess; but be filled with the Spirit"
(Eph. 5:18).

Liquor and sin walk hand in hand. Of course, there
are many sins committed by people who do not use in-
toxicating liquor, but many crimes have been committed
by those under the influence of liquor which would not
have been carried out without it. Jesus warned His disci-
ples thus: "Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness,
and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you un-
awares" (Luke 21:34).

Who will stand up and declare that God intended for
man to indulge in strong drink and mis-use the herbs and
the fruit of the trees and the seed of the grain which the
Lord God gave him? When the children of Israel ate
manna forty years in the wilderness, how many times did
the Lord cause whiskey and wine bottles to rain down to
mix with it? "Woe to him that buildeth a town with
blood, and establish a city by iniquity" (Hab. 2:12).

How many drunkards will enter heaven? How many
liguor dealers will walk the streets of gold? Should our
bodies be washed with pure water or our nations be
drenched in a flood of alcohol? What are we coming to?
If you are not riding the flooded waves of an intoxicated
world, what are you doing to try to prevent those who
are from being shipwrecked?

Fear, famine, pestilence, crime, heartache, disaster,
sorrow, trouble, distress, sickness, sin, disease, pain, woe,
and death! These are a few of the evils of the wine cup.
Again and again and again, we should quote and stress the
words of the inspired Wise Man who said: "Who hath woe?
Who hath sorrow? Who hath contentions? Who hath bab-
bling? Who hath wounds without cause? Who hath red-
ness of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine; they that
go to seek mixed wine. Look thou not upon the wine when
it is red, when it giveth its color in the cup, when it mov-
eth itself aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent and
stingeth like an adder" (Prov. 23:29-32).—In Gospel
Broadcast.

Looking For A Job?

Do not, then, stand idly waiting
For some greater work to do;

Fortune is a fickle goddess,
She will never come to you.

Go and toil in any vineyard—
Do not fear to do and dare;
If you want a field of labor,
You can find it anywhere.

A man should not take his "feelings" as evidence
that he is saved. Here is something better: "He that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved." (Mark 16:16).
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One Man's Opinion

FLANOY ALEXANDER

In the past there was a time when we received a
measure of enjoyment in picking up some of our broth-
erhood papers and reading the latest tirade against some
brother. We tried to make ourselves believe that these
writings were filled with good intentions and pure mo-
tives. Now we are beginning to believe there are at
least two very necessary items lacking in most of these

verbal bouts. These are brotherly love and the spirit of
Christ. Brethren it is beginning to be serious. Let us
"watch our step."

Advocate Discontinues Book Advertisements

Believing that our publication, "The Great Legacy"
deserves as wide reading as possible we recently wrote

the Gospel Advocate inquiring of their advertising rate.
They promptly replied on February 3, giving us their
rate. We immediately sent a small (two inch) ad for

insertion. On February 8th they
wrote us as follows:

"Gospel Light Publishing Co.,
Delight, Arkansas
Gentlemen:

Due to the Government rationing of paper we are
forced to discontinue all book advertisements in the Ad-
vocate. We are returning your ad herewith.

Very truly yours,
GOSPEL ADVOCATE

returned our copy and

COMPANY"

Thus the Advocate is altering a policy of several
years' standing. The discontinuance of all book advertise-
ments in the Advocate will mean more space for other
material. We are of the opinion that there are several
books that should be well advertised and distributed for
the good they might do. However, since the Advocate
deems best, The Great Legacy, along with all other
books, will not be advertised on its pages.

The Gospel Light will continue to advertise the best
Christian literature that we are able to print and obtain
otherwise. Its sale helps to spread the Gospel and the
funds derived therefrom, helps us to carry on,
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God The Great Giver

LLOYD E. ELLIS

|I. He Gave The Greatest Gift.

This gift was his only Son, and he loved the world to
the extent that he sent that Son to bring peace lo the
troubled souls of men. (John 3:16) This was the greatest
gift that could be given for by this gift the world might
be saved, and there was no other way. "If God be for us,
who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son,
but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him
also freely give us all things? (Romans 8:31, 32). If God
did that much for the race, surely no one should doubt
that he will give all else that is necessary for the eternal
happiness of the creature he created.

Il. From God All Blessings Flow.

1. God is a liberal giver. He sends his good things in
abundance, and whatever man's need may be, that need
will be met with an abundance, and all things which are
best for man will be richly supplied by this Giver of all
good. We may not always receive what we want, but
neither does it please God for us to give ourselves to the
fulfilment of fleshly desires.

2. God gave the Holy Spirit. Not only did he send his
Son to prepare the way of 