A Fasting Meditation

By Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D.

here are actions about which the Lord is spe-

cific that he hates them such as the seven

types of behavior listed in Proverbs 6:16-19
and as divorce (Mal. 2:16). These actions I want to
avoid under all conditions and at all times no matter
what the cost may be.

There are also actions that the Lord affirms that
he loves such as righteous acts (Ps. 11:7), justice (Ps.
37:28; Jer. 61:8), and cheerful giving (2 Cor. 9:7). 1
want to engage in those as much as I can.

Other actions involve human choice between al-
ternatives both of which are good under proper con-
ditions. One of them, however, may be more desired
by the Lord than the other. God does not always see
things as people do (cf. 1 Sam. 16:7). When Samuel
asks, “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offer-
ings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the
Lord?” (1 Sam. 15:22), I would want to choose obe-
dience over offerings and sacrifices. If he says, “I de-
sire steadfast love and not sacrifice” (Hos. 6:6), I
would want to spend my energies on steadfast love.
If he says “I desire the knowledge of God, rather
than burnt offerings” (Hos. 6:6), I would center on
knowledge of God.

I learned long ago that if my wife says, “I want
chocolates more than pearls,” I have wasted any
money I spend on pearls. That I might prefer pearls
becomes irrelevant. I am not likely to react, “You are
going to have pearls whether you want them or not!”

If the assumed efficacy of all the possible means of
entreating the Lord were arranged on a scale of one to
ten, there is hardly a question that in human eyes fast-
ing would rate a score of nine or more. Fasting is also
common in the non-Christian religions. A fast was
declared in Nineveh at Jonah’s preaching (Jonah 3:7).

The Law of Moses, however, only provided for
fasting on the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16:29; 23:27,
29, 32; Num. 29:7; Jer. 36:6; Acts 27:9). Neverthe-
less, people voluntarily imposed fasting on them-
selves. Apart from the day of atonement, fasting is a
voluntary, self-imposed privation of food and water
not commanded in either the Old Testament or the
New Testament.
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Moses fasted forty days on Mt. Sinai (Exod.
34:28). Israel fasted when defeated at Ai (Josh. 7:6)
as well as when engaged in war with Benjamin
(Judges 20:26) and with the Philistines (1 Sam. 7:6).
People fasted when threatened by a military crisis (1
Sam. 7:6; 2 Chron. 20:3). Saul would have executed
his son Jonathan for Jonathan’s breaking a fast Saul
imposed had the people not rescued Jonathan from
him (1 Sam. 14:24-45). David fasted when his son
was terminally ill (2 Sam. 12:16). A fast was pro-
claimed in the face of a locust infestation (Joel 1:14).
Ezra and his company fasted before setting out for
Jerusalem (Ezra 8:21-23, and Esther asked for a fast
when she was going to the king in behalf of the Jew-
ish people (Esther 4:15-17).

All would agree that Jezebel made fasting a
mockery when she in the name of Ahab ordered the
elders and nobles of Naboth’s city to proclaim a fast
and to have Naboth accused of cursing God and the
king (1 Kings 21:9, 12). Naboth was executed. Any
religious act can be prostituted.

But Isaiah gives us a divine evaluation of the effi-
cacy of fasting which has possibly escaped the notice
of many (Isa. 58:3-14). “Why have we fasted, and
thou seest it not? Why have we humbled ourselves
and thou takest no knowledge of it? Behold, in the
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day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, and op-
press all your workers. Behold, you fast only to quar-
rel and to fight and to hit with wicked fist. Fasting,
like yours this day will not make your voice to be
heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day
for a man to humble himself? Is it to bow down his
head like a rush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes
under him? Will you call this a fast, and a day accept-
able to the Lord?

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the
bonds of wickedness, to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free, and to break every
yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house; when
you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide
yourself from your own flesh? Then shall your light
break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall
spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go be-
fore you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear
guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
you shall cry, and he will say, Here I am. If you take
away from the midst of you the yoke, the pointing of
the finger, and speaking wickedness, If you pour
yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of
the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness
and your gloom be as the noonday.”

If charity to the unfortunate is more desired by
the Lord than his people’s going without food, then
charity is what I want to devote my time and re-
sources to. I would want to do what would please
the Lord the most, not what would please him less. If
this passage does not say that charity pleases him
more than does people going without food, what
does it say?

The child gives a lovely doll as a gift to her
mother. The husband gives his wife a new circle saw
for her birthday. The wife gives her a husband a new
fitted mink coat for her to wear for her wedding an-
niversary present to him.

Self or God?

When Jerusalem had been besieged and destroyed by
the Babylonians in 586 B.C., the survivors of the ca-
lamity established as commemorative fast days the
anniversaries of the beginning of the siege and of the
fall of the city. These fast days were observed over
the seventy years of the Exile. As the temple was be-
ing rebuilt after the Exile, the people from Bethel
asked the prophet Zechariah about the suitability of
continuing these self-imposed fast days.

In what is a shocking response through the

prophet Zechariah, the Lord asks, “When you fasted
and mourned ... for these seventy years, was it for
me that you fasted? And when you eat and when you
drink, do you not eat for yourselves and drink for
yourselves?” (Zech. 7:5-6). A negative reply is ex-
pected for the first of these questions and a positive
one for the second.

If this answer does not say that what the people
thought they were doing for the Lord they were in
reality doing [without being aware of it, no doubt]
for themselves, then what does it say? Their fasting
was as self-centered as their ordinary eating was self-
centered. Zechariah suggests that the Lord wanted
acts of true judgment, kindness and mercy toward
the unfortunate (Zech. 7:8-10; 8:19). The passage
should be considered in the light of the temptation
to establish traditions that the Lord never estab-
lished.

Paul encountered in Colossae people of ascetic
persuasion. He asks, “Why do you submit to regula-
tions, ‘Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch’
(referring to things which all perish as they are used),
according to human precepts and doctrines? These
have indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting
rigor of devotion and self-abasement and severity to
the body, but they are of no value in checking the in-
dulgence of the flesh” (Col. 2:20-23). Paul spoke to
Timothy of people “who forbid marriage and enjoin
abstinence from foods which God created to be re-
ceived with thanksgiving by those who believe and
know the truth” (1 Tim. 4:3).
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Should not every religious act be evaluated by its
motivation—that is, whether in the ultimate it will
please people or whether it will please God? Should
not one consider what the basis for his judgment on
the matter is?

Seen of People

Fasting was a fixed part of the life of the Qumran
people (the people of the Dead Sea Scrolls). Anna in
the temple in Jerusalem served God with fasting
(Luke 2:37). Jesus fasted forty days and forty nights
before his temptation (Matt. 4:2). The Pharisees and
the disciples of John the baptist fasted (Mark 2:18).
The Pharisee depicted in Jesus’ parable could remind
the Lord, “I fast twice a week” (Luke 18:12). Corne-
lius was fasting before his vision (KJV, Acts 10:30).
Paul neither ate nor drank for three days in Dam-
ascus before Ananias came to him (Acts 9:9). Paul’s
list of hardships endured include “in fastings often”
(KJV, 2 Cor. 11:27). In the storm on the sea, the
people on the ship were fasting fourteen days (Acts
27:33).

People asked Jesus why his disciples did not fast.
His reply was that wedding guests do not fast as long
as the bridegroom is with them, but he went on to
say that they would fast in the day when the bride-
groom is taken from them (Matt. 9:15-17; Mark
2:19-20 Luke 5:34-35). He rebutted the rebuke the
question implied by the parable of the new patch on
the old garment.

Fasting, popular as it has been across history, is
not a commanded duty. No passage of command can
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be cited. It is a voluntary act of piety which one im-
poses on himself. There are no instructions about
when, how often, or how long it should be done.
One has no way of knowing when it will please God
and when it has become excessive. Paul hints at absti-
nence from sex as a voluntary privation (1 Cor. 7:5).

The Sermon on the Mount suggests that fasting
should be known only to the person who fasts and to
God (Matt. 6:16-18). No person in the first century
would have admitted he was fasting for the audience.
There were customs of dress and behavior adhered
to when one fasted. Jesus demanded that one give no
external, visible indication that he was fasting.
Though oral indication is not mentioned, would it
not be implied?

If I announce that I am going on a ninety day fast
or a one day fast, am I doing anything different from
the people Jesus was condemning? If I make sure
that people know how much I have fasted in the
past, am I any different?

Jesus has a challenging use of the phrase “they
have received their reward” (Matt. 6:2, 5, 16). That
is, the motive determines the efficacy of the act. If I
let the word get around that I have fasted ninety
days, people will react that I am a special type of
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Christian more devout than the rank and file. Is that
not precisely what Jesus was talking about when he
said, “They have received their reward”?

When I use social pressure to get people to do
what they are not voluntarily doing — that is, when I
create a condition where they have to join in or bear
the stigma of being a “kill joy,” have I not created a
“They have received their reward” situation?

Someone proposes that I fast from sunrise to
sunset. There is nothing of this sort in scripture. The
idea is borrowed directly from the Muslims. Another
suggests that fasting be used as a fund-raising device
— that is, that one fasts and gives the money he saves
to some cause. Does not this put one in a “They have
received their reward” position? That is, it raises
money and there in nothing more coming of it.

One of the objections I have to the Boston
Movement is that it sets up religious obligations that
the Lord never set up. Where did the Lord ever sug-
gest that one must have a prayer partner? Where did
he state how many hours a week one must give to
various activities? A Japanese young man, already
overloaded in his school work, was told that if he
did not do all the required things he would go to
hell. He responded, “Well then, I guess I will just
have to go.”

My concern in this meditation is not to decry
fasting (or any other self-imposed act of devotion)
for the person who wants to impose it on himself. A
person might forego marriage; he might decide to be
a hermit. My concern is about those who by their ac-
tions seem to want all to know that they engage in
such acts and want all people to conform to their
preference. It is with those who feel that others are
not quite the Christians they ought to be if they are
not doing the same acts to the same degree. My con-
cern is not limited to acts of fasting. What did Jesus
mean when he repeatedly said, “They have received
their reward”?

If there are two alternatives the one of which the
Lord has said he prefers over the other, it would be a
matter of wisdom to put one’s strength, time, money,
and effort into the one the Lord prefers. If not, why
not?

In the judgment scene (Matt. 25), people are not
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A Holy Priesthood

By Dr. Jack P. Lewis

the privileges listed for Israel in Exodus 19:5-6,

a list also included in the LXX of Exodus 23:22
though not in the Hebrew text at that place. Then
Isaiah promises in an eschatological setting, “But
you shall be called the priests of the Lord, men shall
speak of you as ministers of our God; you shall eat
the wealth of nations, and in their riches you shall
glory” (Isa. 61:6).

First in the list of privileges is that of being a
“chosen race.” The O.T. places much emphasis on
God’s choice of Israel (Deut. 14:2; Isa. 43:20-21).
Peter in his letter has already spoken of the readers
being chosen (1 Pet. 1:2). Christian apologists of the
second century contrasted Christians with Greeks
and Jews and spoke of them as a third race.’

But Israel and Christians are also a royal priest-
hood (mamlekheth kohanim; basileion hierateuma;
regnum sacerdotale).” It is debated whether in Greek
we have here two nouns or an adjective and a noun.
If an adjective and a noun, the statement means that
the readers are a priesthood in the service of a king.
Ancient kings at times had in their service their own
group of priests. If two nouns are here (as in the
Book of Revelation 1:6; 5:10), Christians are a king-
dom whose citizens are all priests living wholly for
God’s service. All have access to God and serve as
priests to the rest of the world. They are set apart
from the rest of the world for the worship and ser-
vice of the Lord.

Christians are a holy nation. The term holy sug-
gests separateness and exclusiveness (Ex. 22:31).
They are set apart (consecrated) and should live ac-
cordingly. Peter has already cited the O.T. demand,
“You shall be holy, for I am holy” (1 Pet. 1:15-16).

Christians are to be God’s own people (laos eis
peripoiesin). The KJV rendered this Hebrew term ‘am
segullah as “a peculiar people” (Ex. 19:5; Deut. 14:2;
26:19) thereby stimulating much misplaced zeal on
one’s being different in insignificant ways. We have
not yet entirely freed our thinking. The term actually

In 1 Peter 2:9, the writer claims for the church all

'Aristides, Apology 2; Ep. Diognetus 5.
G. Schrenk, “hieros, bierateuma,” TDNT 3:249f.
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means that which belongs to one person and has noth-
ing to do with strangeness. “The Lord has chosen you
to be a people for his own possession out of all the
peoples that are on the face of all the earth” (Deut.
7:6; cf. 14:2). The prophet Malachi speaks of the
Lord’s special possession (Mal. 3:17). The Lord has
purchased the church with his own blood (Acts
20:28). Christians are redeemed by blood (Eph. 1:7),
redeemed from all iniquity (Titus 3:14). Peter states
the idea of being ransomed by the blood of a lamb
without spot (1 Pet. 1:18).

Though Peter never uses the terms spiritual Israel
or the true Israel, the church has the position Israel
formerly occupied. Early Christians thought of
themselves as the true heirs of the O.T. But despite
all these privileges which are claimed for the church,
Peter is anxious that Christians not make the mistake

]
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that Israel made of stressing privilege and forgetting
responsibility. The privilege is “that you may declare
the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light.” The privilege of
these complimentary terms carries with it the duty of
proclamation. The duty stated pertains to all aspects
of the description given in the epistle, not merely to
the priesthood.

When Peter speaks of Christians being a holy
priesthood (1 Pet. 2:5) and of their being a royal
priesthood (1 Pet. 2:9), he is using a metaphor which
is also encountered in the Book of Revelation
though the grammatical structures used are not the
same. There the writer declares that God has made
us to be kings and priests to God (basileian, hiereis
[Rev. 1:6); basileian kai hiereis [5:10]). Then it is de-
clared that the second death has no power over
those who share in the first resurrection, but they
shall be priests of God and of Christ and shall reign
(Rev. 20:6).

The primary functionaries of the O.T. system
were the kings, the priests, and the prophets.
Though Queen Athaliah was a usurper, the legiti-
mate Judean kings were initiated into office by
anointing and were spoken of as the Lord’s anointed
(1 Sam. 16:6; 24:6, 10). The prophets were the
spokesmen for God. God put his words in the
prophet’s mouth, and the prophet spoke God’s
words to the people. At Sinai when the people had
heard the thunder and had seen the fire, out of fear
they asked that Moses speak to them rather than the
Lord (Ex. 20:19). Moses became the prophet par ex-
cellence (Deut. 34:10). The priests were the people’s
representatives with God. They taught the people,
they blessed the people, and they accepted the
people’s offerings and sacrificed them to God.

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews goes to
great length to instruct us that Jesus became the
great sympathetic high priest. It is the only book in
the N.T. that applies the term priest to him. He
serves in the tent not pitched by people. There in
heaven, he, as a sinless one, offered his own blood
making a sacrifice once for all time. The sacrifice
need never be repeated. He lives forever to make in-
tercession. He is the one mediator between God and
people (1 Tim. 2:5).

Since the Law of Moses provided for priests who
were descendants of Levi, the writer of Hebrews has
to explain how one descended from Judah can serve.
The writer goes back to Melchizedek spoken of in
Genesis 14 and has Christ to be a priest after the or-

der of Melchizedek who was both king and priest.
Abraham recognized the standing of Melchizedek by
paying tithes to him. With such a high priest, the
Christian can come boldly to the throne of grace to
find help in time of need. At the death of Jesus the
curtain of the temple which separated the holy place
from the most holy was torn (Mark 15:38). Jesus
opened the new and living way for us through the
curtain (Heb. 10:20).

The picture of the Epistle to the Hebrews ex-
poses the folly of the type of thought which appoints
men to be special priests and speaks of the Mass as
being an unbloody offering of the Christ. Scripture
provided for neither of these practices. They are
both the developments of unscriptural traditions. By
the time one gets to the early sixteenth century, En-
glish churchmen were speaking of priests (which is a
contracted form of the word presbyter) instead of el-
ders; and one of the objections Thomas More had to
Tyndale’s New Testament was that it dropped the
“priest” terminology.

The New Testament also makes no provision for
on-going special ranks of priests as the Latter Day
Saints have in their organization.

Many ancient religions had a priesthood, but to
appreciate what Peter is telling us, one first has to go
back to the provisions Moses made for priests and to
look at their qualifications, their position, and their
service. Out of the twelve tribes of Israel, the Lord
chose the tribe of Levi to be his special possession to
carry on his service. The Levites at the episode of the
golden calf had responded to Moses’ call, “Who is
on the Lord’s side?” had slaughtered the offenders,
and were designated for the Lord’s service (Ex.
32:28-29). The firstborn of all creatures belonged to
the Lord, but he took the Levites in lieu of the first-
born of people (Num. 3:41).

Then out of the Levites the Lord chose Aaron
and his descendants to be the priests (Ex. 28:1, 41).
A person did not volunteer to be a priest; he was one
by birth. The position was not a temporary position.
He was a priest for life. His active service may have
begun with an anointing, for one reads of the
anointed priest (Lev. 4:3). Moses inducted Aaron
and his sons by washing them (Lev. 8:6), by clothing
them in priest’s clothes, and by sprinkling anointing
oil and blood on them (Ex. 29:7; Lev. 8:30).

As a holy person, the priest could not serve with
any sort of physical blemish. No person who was
blind, had a disfigured face, was a hunchback, a
dwarf, had one leg or hand shorter than the other, or
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had an itching disease could approach the altar to
offer sacrifice (Lev. 21:16-24). The priest could not
defile himself by coming into contact with the dead
other than for his nearest kin (Lev. 21:1-5). He
could not shave the corners of his beard or make any
gashes in his flesh. He could not marry either a har-
lot or a divorced woman (Lev. 21:7). Even stricter
demands were made of the high priest. He could not
go near the dead body of even his father or mother.
He must marry only a virgin; he could not marry a
widow (Lev. 21:14).

The priest’s position was a teaching position. He
taught Israel the statutes and ordinances of the Lord:
“You are to teach the people of Israel all the statutes
that the Lord has spoken to them by Moses” (Lev.
10:11; cf. Deut. 24:8; 31:9-12).

This duty of the priest is that one most likely to
have been overlooked in modern consideration of
the priesthood. The sternest denunciation of the
priests in the books of the prophets is in connection
with their failure to teach. When Jeroboam I set up
his worship centers of Bethel and Dan in the north-
ern kingdom, he appointed a non-levitical priest-
hood to serve at them (1 Kings 12:31).

Hosea speaks of the priests’ rejecting knowledge
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and of the Lord’s rejecting them from being priests.
They had forgotten the laws of God, and he would
forget their children (Hos. 4:6). In the south, Micah
charges that “the priests teach for a price” (Mic.
3:11). Jeremiah charges, “For both prophet and
priest ply their trade through the land, and have no
knowledge” (Jer. 14:18). “Both priest and prophet
are ungodly” (Jer. 23:11). Ezekiel says:

Her priests have done violence to my law and
have profaned my holy things; they have made
no distinction between the holy and the com-
mon, neither have they taught the difference be-
tween the unclean and the clean, and they have
disregarded my sabbaths, so that [ am profaned
among them (Ezek. 22:26).

Even after the exile, Malachi says of Levi:

My covenant with him was a covenant of life
and peace, and I gave them to him, that he
might fear; and he feared me, he stood in awe of
my name. True instruction was in his mouth,
and no wrong was found on his lips. He walked
with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned
many from iniquity. For the lips of a priest
should guard knowledge, and people should
seek instruction from his mouth, for he is the
messenger of the Lord of hosts. But you have
turned aside from the way; you have caused
many to stumble by your instruction; you have
corrupted the covenant of Levi, says the Lord of
hosts; and so | make you despised and abased
before all the people, inasmuch as you have not
kept my ways but have shown partiality in your
instruction (Mal. 2:5-9).

In addition to teaching, there is also for the
priest to give what has come to be known as the
priestly blessing. Moses charged Aaron and his sons
to bless the Israelites: The Lord bless you and keep
you; The Lord make bis face to shine upon you, and
be gracious to you; The Lord lift up his countenance
upon you, and give you peace (Num. 6:24-26).

Malachi threatens that the Lord will curse the
priests’ blessings (Mal. 2:2).

Levites were not given land in the distribution
under Joshua. They were given forty-eight Levitical
cities scattered through the tribes. Micah employed
for his shrine a Levite who previously lived in Beth-
lehem (Judges 17:7-13), and the Levite whose con-
cubine was abused lived in Ephraim (Judges 19:1).
Samuel was descended from Levites who lived in the
territory of Ephraim. When Saul came to Samuel,
the local girls told him about the sacrifice, “For the
people will not eat until he [Samuel] comes, since he
must bless the sacrifice; afterward those eat who are
invited” (1 Sam. 9:13).

Then there was the sacrificial service for priests



to discharge. Saul at Gilgal sacrificed before Samuel
arrived and was condemned for it (1 Sam. 13:8-13).
Samuel came to Bethlehem to sacrifice when he
chose David to be king (1 Sam. 16:2-5). The service
of the tabernacle was carried out by the priests. A
person in Israel did not sacrifice his own victim. He
brought it to the priest at the place God had desig-
nated — first to the tabernacle and later to the
temple. The priests attended the lamps that were
kept burning in the holy place. They offered incense
morning and evening at the altar of incense. They
replaced the twelve loaves of shew bread once each
week. The high priest officiated on the day of atone-
ment, first making an atonement for his own sins to
be qualified to make an offering for the sins of the
people.

That one knows all these things is assumed by
Peter when he speaks of a holy priesthood or of a
royal priesthood offering spiritual sacrifices (1 Pet.
2:5). The priesthood of Christ is described in the
Epistle to the Hebrews but is not taken up in 1 Peter.
No provision is made for any person other than
Christ to stand as a mediator between God and
people. Each person is his own priest in God’s ser-
vice. Surely we can see some very striking analogies
with the O.T. system.

As the Levitical priest, as a holy person, had to
be a perfect physical specimen so the holy priest
should strive to be spiritually without spot and with-
out blemish. The emphasis is not on physical condi-
tions. The physically blind, the halt, the deformed
are not excluded from the Gospel. The eunuch was
not excluded. All who labor and are heavy laden are
invited. However, the cowardly, the faithless, the
polluted, the murders, the fornicators, the sorcerers,
the idolaters, and all liars are those excluded from
the heavenly city (Rev. 21:8). Nothing unclean will
enter, nor anyone who practices abomination or
falsehood (Rev. 21:27). The priesthood figure calls
on us to cleanse ourselves for God’s service — to be
without spot or blemish in God’s sight (2 Pet. 3:14).

We have pointed out how that Aaron and his
sons were initiated into service by washing. An anal-
ogy can be made. One enters the royal priesthood by
having his heart sprinkled from an evil conscience
and his body washed in pure water (Heb. 10:22).
This imagery comes from the consecration of O.T.
priests (Ex. 29:21; Lev. 8:6, 30). In the early history
of Christianity, Jesus’ statement about being born of
water and Spirit (John 3:5) was taken seriously.
There was no such thing as a person thinking of him-

self as a Christian when he was unbaptized. Peter
later makes the analogy with the flood and says,
“Baptism which corresponds to this [the flood] now
saves you” (1 Pet. 3:21).

There is the work of proclamation. As the Leviti-
cal priests were teachers, so the royal priest must be
a teacher. Timothy is charged, “What you heard
from me before many witnesses, entrust to faithful
people that they may be able to teach others also” (2
Tim. 2:2). The elder is by qualification to be a ca-
pable teacher (1 Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:9). The older
women are to teach younger women (Titus 2:3-5).

But there is also the matter of offerings and gifts
to God as the duty of priests. The shadows give way
to realities. Peter talks about offering “spiritual sacri-
fices (pneumatikas thysias) acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:5). The contrast is
obviously with the material sacrifices of the O.T. and
of pagan worship. Christ’s offering was “a fragrant
offering and sacrifice to God” (Eph. 5:2). The sacri-
fices of the royal priesthood make no sacrifice for
sins. That was taken care of in the offering of the
body of Jesus once for all. The priests of the law of-
fered gifts and sacrifices in addition to burnt offer-
ings. The offerings were for thanksgiving and for fel-
lowship.

Peter’s idea of “spiritual sacrifices” has its ante-
cedents in the O.T. Through the psalmist, the Lord
asks, “Do I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood
of goats? Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,
and pay your vows to the Most High. ... He who
brings thanksgiving as his sacrifice honors me” (Psa.
50:13-14, 23). David, in his psalm of penitence,
says, “For you have no delight in sacrifice; were I to
give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. The
sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a bro-
ken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise”
(Psa. 51:16-17).

Another psalm of David declares, “I will praise
the name of God with a song; I will magnify him with
thanksgiving. This will please the Lord more than an
ox or a bull with horns and hoofs” (Psa. 69:30-31).
Yet another psalm implores, “Let my prayer be
counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of
my hands as an evening sacrifice” (Psa. 141:2).

The prophet Hosea declares that the Lord wants
steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of
God, rather than burnt offerings (Hos. 6:6). His call
of penitence says, “Take with you words and return to
the Lord; say to him, ‘Take away all iniquity; accept
that which is good and we will render the fruit of our
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lips’” (Hos. 14:2). Isaiah denounces Israel’s trust in
sacrifice, festivals, and prayers and calls for ceasing to
do evil and for learning to do good (Isa. 1:11-17).
Micah has that great passage which after rejection of
multiplication of sacrifices summarizes the Lord’s
demands as “To do justice, and to love kindness, and
to walk humbly with your God” (Mic. 6:8).

The Samaritans, whose sacrifices on Mt. Gerizim
had been terminated by the destruction of their
temple, said, “We offer sacrifice before the Lord on
the altar of prayers ... we sanctify ourselves and
praise and proclaim.”™

There is no doubt that Peter was the heir of O.T.
thought, but he differs from first-century Judaism,
which had its functioning priesthood at the temple
(Luke 1:9; Heb. 7:5), in that Judaism never saw
spiritual acts as a replacement of temple sacrifices.
Only after the temple in Jerusalem had been de-
stroyed in A.D. 70 and sacrifice was no longer pos-
sible, Jonathan ben Zakkai reconstituted Judaism on
the theology that repentance and good works filled
the place that sacrifice previously had.

For Peter, the death of Jesus had purchased a
people, and they are a kingdom of priests to offer
spiritual sacrifices. The temple sacrifices in Jerusa-
lem had played their role. Their termination was not
merely a circumstance to which Christians have to
adjust. Christians have the privilege of coming near
to the throne of God (Heb. 9:1-10:25). They do not
serve in an earthly cult in Jerusalem or elsewhere.
They serve in the kingdom of Christ.

The spiritual sacrifices are to be acceptable
(euprosdektos) to God through Jesus Christ. Not all
sacrifices in the O.T. were acceptable. Abel’s offering
was accepted, but Cain’s was rejected (Gen. 4:3-5).
Saul’s proposal to offer the choice animals in Gilgal
was unacceptable (1 Sam. 15:22-23). Sacrifices of-
fered out of wrong motives were unacceptable (Mic.
6:8).

In contrast to all of these, Paul speaks of the offer-
ing of the Gentiles being acceptable (Rom. 15:16), of
prayers acceptable (1 Tim. 2:3), and the writer of the
Epistle to the Hebrews speaks of acceptable worship
(Heb. 12:28) and of sacrifices pleasing to God (Heb.
13:15-16). Though the vocabulary is different, “ac-
ceptable to God” (enarestos; Rom. 12:1; 14:18; Phil.
4:18) also suggests well pleasing. One sometimes
gives a wife or a friend what the giver wants, not what
the receiver wants. We need to ask if the same motive

’]. McDonald, The Theology of the Samaritans (1964), 274.
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does not characterize a lot of religious activity today.
Is it not what the worshiper likes more than that
which the Lord has stated that he likes?

The royal priest offers his body as a living sacrifice
holy and acceptable to God which is his spiritual ser-
vice (logikos latreia; Rom. 12:1). A person cannot al-
ways determine the way the community goes. He can-
not clean up all the crime and the sin that surrounds
him. But he can clean himself up to be a vessel suitable
for the Master’s service (2 Tim. 2:20-21). Yet is it not
true that in this self-centered age — this “me first” age
— in which we live this becomes the hardest of the
Lord’s demands? Frank Sinatra’s song says, “I did it
my way!” Is it not true that one is willing to meet most
any of the Lord’s demands other than this one of of-
fering his body as a living sacrifice? Is it not true that
the person one sees in the mirror is the one who stands
most in his way of serving God?

The Epistle to the Hebrews speaks of singing as
being one of the spiritual sacrifices one offers to God.
In contrast with the sacrifices of the law, the writer
admonishes, “Though him then let us continually of-
fer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips
that acknowledge his name” (Heb. 13:15).

There is also the good one does to those about
him. The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews pro-
ceeds to say, “Do not neglect to do good and to share
what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to
God” (Heb. 13:16). Such an admonition takes one
back to Jesus’ statement in the Gospel of Matthew:
“As you did it unto one of the least of these my
brothers, you did it to me” (Matt. 25:40). One also
remembers the generosity of the early church where
no one thought of his possessions as being his own
but distribution was made as each had need.

Paul, while in prison, had received the gifts the
Philippians had sent by Epaphroditus. They had ear-
lier sent at least twice while he was in Thessalonica
(Phil. 4:16), having fellowship with him in the gos-
pel. And now they had sent again. Paul describes
their giving in sacrificial terms: “a fragrant offer-
ing (osme euodias), a sacrifice acceptable (thysias
dekten) and pleasing (euarestos) to God” (Phil.
4:18). From the earliest times in Genesis, God is
spoken of in anthropomorphic terms. He smells the
sweet smell of the sacrifice (Gen. 8:21); and Paul is
speaking in that image.

In the Book of Revelation, the writer picks up a
picture already met in the book of Psalms. Around



the throne the twenty-four elders fall before the
Lamb with golden bowls of incense (thymiama)
which are the prayers of the saints (Rev. 5:8). The
Psalmist had said, “Let my prayer be counted as in-
cense before you, and the lifting up of my hands as
an evening sacrifice” (Psa. 141:2).

There are yet two other sacrificial imagery pic-
tures that may have escaped your notice. As Paul
wrote the Epistle to the Romans, he speaks of the
grace God had given him “to be a minister of Christ
Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service
(hierourgounta) of the gospel of God, so that the of-
fering (leitourgos) of the Gentiles may be acceptable,
sanctified by the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 15:16). At least
one possible and challenging interpretation is that
people one wins to the gospel are thought of as a
sacrificial offering one is making to God. Shall we
come before the Lord empty handed? Paul speaks of
converts as being firstfruits (aparche; 1 Cor. 16:15;
Rom. 16:5).

Then Paul describes his expected execution in sac-
rificial terms. To the Philippians he writes while in
prison, “Even if I am to be poured out as a libation
(spendomai) upon the sacrificial offering (thysia kai
leitourgia) of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with
you all” (Phil. 2:17). And in his final letter to Timothy
he writes, “As for me, I am already being poured out
as a libation (spendomai), and the time of my depar-
ture is come” (2 Tim. 4:6). A part of the O.T. sacrifi-
cial system was the “drink offering” or libation in
which a portion of wine was poured out on the sacri-
fice. In imagery Paul sees his life as such an offering.
We still today speak of the giving of a life to a cause as
“the supreme sacrifice.” Paul was making it.

These are some of the spiritual sacrifices of
which the N.T. speaks for God’s royal priesthood to
carry out. There is no shortage except in willingness
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a reward but a limitation. No study limited to the
material things of the world or of life can bring the
realizations required of God and desired of all good
men. On the subject of study Paul’s philosophy was:
“Study to show thyself approved of God.” The man
who does not do this can never become the discoverer
of the glories of the new world of contentment.

The seeker after sensual pleasure does not find con-
tentment. This road, too, leads in the wrong direction.
The rewards for the seeker after the “pleasures of this
life” are of the evanescent type that cannot possibly
satisfy the longings of the human soul. The one who
would combine the things of the world and the things
of God brings upon himself disappointment, shame and
humiliation. The failure of such attempt is no less
certain than that of the pleasure seeker who never
obeys the gospel of Christ, who never attempts to
gerve God in any way. Either course leads to dis-
aster. Every added thrill, instead of satisfying, but
increases the intensity of unrest and disquietude.

Paul was content in any and every state or condi-
tion of life. He learned contentment through his man-
ner of life. He always had a consecience void of offense
toward God and man. He loved and obeyed the Lord.
He had few of the so-called “disappointments” of life
because he expected little of the material things of this
life. Some one has said: “Blessed is he who expects
little, for he will not be disappointed.” Paul did not
look to wealth, nor to worldly wisdom, nor yet to world-
1y pleasures as a worthy end or aim. Hence there was
no occasion for discontent when there was no realiza-
tion of these in his experiences. People become discon-
tented because and when they want many things of the
world which they do not receive or cannot acquire. If
there is little or no desire of these, then the occasion
for the disappointment is lessened or eliminated. This
is the real secret of Paul’s contentment. He had
reached a point where he cared not for the things of
the world, but he magnified the things of God. All
of us could be content if we viewed life as Paul did.

0
O

AN OPPORTUNITY—SEIZED

Huntsville, Texas, county seat of Walker County, has a large
colored population. Yet there was not a congregation of colored
Christians in the town, and only one in the county. About three
years ago an effort to establish a congregation ended in dis-
couragements  when local prejudice caused the meeting con-
ducted by Brother Marshall Keeble to be poorly attended. Con-
versions were few. The program was halted.

A year ago the white congregation began to recognize the re-
sponsibility they had concerning these people and began to plan
another effort among them. Since the former effort seeme:l
hindered most by the lack of a permanent meeting place, it was
decided to begin by purchasing a lot and erecting a house for
worship. Money hegan to be set aside for that purpose. War
restrictions would not permit using new materials therefore,
an old dwelling was purchased and wrecked.
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On Sunday, October 24th, the {irst meeling was held in the
new building. It is located in a choice spot on the Highway
which runs through the colored section of town. The house,
which was free of debt when completed, was designed to seat
about seventy-five people., However an estimated two hundred
were present at the two first services. The colored brethren from
Houston, Riverside, and Midway came in large numbers to assist
in starting the work in the best way possible. Quite a group of
local people were in attendance. Brother Sam Ceburn, Jr., who
has been selected to work full time in Huntsville, spoke both In
the morning and in the afternoon.

The white brethren knew of only one or two colored members
when the plans were started. But others are now showing up
and prospects are bright for growth. It is the present plan to
have Brother R. N. Hogan come to Huntsville for a meeting next
Suminer. :

The mission program of the Huntsville congregation this year
included regular contributions to the East Texas Mission work
directed by the Jasper congreg{ation: to Sister Sherriff in Africa;
to Sister Bernard in China; and a weekly radio program cover-
ing a radius of seventy miles. A contribution was made to the
Syracuse campaign in the summer, and a worker was sent to
Salt Lake City.

This report is given you in hope that it will stir others to
mission work both among the colored and the white. We be-
lieve there was wisdom in the plan of erecting the building first.
This congregation will not be hindered for a generation by hav-
ing to meet in an out of the way and undesirable building.—
JACK P. LEWIS, 1428 Avenue L, Huntsville, Texas.

GOOD NEWS FROM OGDEN, UTAH—OUR CHURCH PROP-
ERTY PAID FOR

Brother H. S. Foster, who iz a member of the Midland, Texas,
church, which is sponsoring me in the work up here loaned the
church here $1000.00 without interest, when Harvey Childress
was the minister here and was raising money to buy lots and
put up a building, This $1000.00 in one lump sum was certainly
a great help in having ready cash to go ahead with plans and
now the last $100.00 of that sum was paid, Ostober 1st. We cer-
tainly thank Brother Foster for his continued interest in the
work here, which has been shown by his regular support of
both Brother Childress and myself while laboring with this con-
gregation.

Special Thanks to All Contributors

The brethren here are also very thankful to all those churches
and individuals who had any part in contributing to the church
property. Friends, we thank you for this and our sincere hope
is that as you have shown such an interest in the work of the
Lord in Ogden, so we will continune to show that same mission-
ary spirit and as we are able, help the cause of Christ in other
places. This we have already begun by helping Brother Jacob

-C. Vandervis with $10.00 a month on his living expenses while

attending Abilene Christian College in his preparation to preach
the gospel to his own countrymen in Helland after the war.
Yours in Christian fellowship—F. T. HAMILTON.,

O

CHURCH AT ROSEBURG, OREGON

Brother 0. B. Digby and Sister J. T. Dent having asked me
several times to 2ome to this part of Oregon and help in the
cause finally convinced me that this was the thing that I
should do and on the first Sunday in October I closed my work
with the fine congregation at Denver City, Texas, and began
preparations to come to Oregon. The first week we traveled
one hundred miles to the home of my parents where I had the
old Plymouth overhauled so it would make the trip. The ex-
pense of this job was $92.00. Before leaving Denver City the
church there gave us $25.00 to help us on our way. Brother
L. P. Bennett and wife also gave us a good sum to help. The
church at Springdale, Texas, my home congregation, having
promised to support the work here $25.00 per month, paid me the
amount for the month of October.




Back to Basics

By Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D.

hen a football team needs rejuvenating the

coach calls for reemphasis on the basics of

kicking, passing, running, and tackling —

things they do every game but which need additional

attention. Every important revival of the church that

has taken place in past history has been a return to the

basics of Bible teaching. People drift away, people for-

get, and a new generation that does not know arises.
In my opinion the church needs a return to basics.

Faith is an absolute essential for any acceptable
religious activity. Abraham believed God and it was
counted to him for righteousness (Gen. 15:6; Rom.
4:4, 9); but it was not belief alone. He was justified
when he offered Isaac (James 2:21). Those who come
to God must believe that he is and that he is the re-
warder of those who seek him (Heb. 11:6). The
Epistle to the Hebrews gives an impressive list of fig-
ures from the past who acted by faith (Heb. 11:1ff).

But belief in God alone is not adequate. God gave
his only Son that whoever believes in him might have
everlasting life (John 3:16). Jesus warned that “you
will die in your sins unless you believe that “I am he”
(John 8:24). Even prayer requires a prior faith. One is
to ask in faith nothing doubting (James 1:6). What-
ever does not proceed from faith is sin (Rom. 14:23).

Though one might feel that faith is a gift that
God gives, scripture teaches that faith comes by hear-
ing the word of God (Rom. 10:17). The seed of the
kingdom is the word of God (Luke 8:11).

Where the word has gone there are Christians;
where it has not gone there are none. This assump-
tion lies back of all missionary work. Jesus’ prayer
was for those who would believe through the
apostles’ word (John 17:20).

The Gospels are written that you may believe
and believing have life in his name (John 20:31).

Gentiles heard the word of God and believed
(Acts 15:7).

A young man said to me, “I have not read the
Bible, but I am praying for faith.” But he overlooked
how faith comes.

Through the folly of what the apostles preached,
“it was God’s pleasure to save those who believe” (1
Cor. 1:21).
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The apostles were to go everywhere and make
disciples in the process of preaching (Matt.
28:19-20).

People are to receive with meekness the im-
planted word that is able to save the soul (James
1:21). Those who received the apostolic preaching
are described as believers (Acts 2:49; 1 Tim. 4:2).

The one who does not believe God, has made
him a liar, because he has not believed in the testi-
mony that God has borne to his Son (1 John 5:10).

There is the hearing of faith (Gal. 3:2, §). Chris-
tians are of the household of faith (Gal. 6:10) .

In biblical terminology people are obedient to
the faith (Acts 6:7; Rom. 1:5; 16:26). Obedience
leads to righteousness (Rom. 6:16). After declaring
that the Romans are justified by faith (Rom. §5:1),
Paul proceeds in the next chapter to describe how
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faith worked in their being baptized into Christ’s
death (Rom. 6:2).

Paul said, “For by grace have you been saved
through faith, and this is not of your own doing, it is
a gift of God — not of works, lest any person should
boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). A widespread view is that the an-
tecedent of the pronoun “it” in this verse is “faith.” It
is a favorite proof text of “faith only” people. From
that persuasion people are convinced that “faith” is
something that God gives apart from any effort on
the part of the one being saved. The view, however, is
without any logical explanation why an impartial
God gives faith to some people and not to others.
Why should one have to beg God to give him faith
when God has already given a larger gift in giving his
Son? (cf. John 3:16; Rom. 8:22).

The common interpretation of Ephesians 2:8-9
has no explanation for why there is no faith where
the Word has not gone. But in reality, the Greek pro-
noun of this verse is touto, a neuter form, whereas
pistis (“faith”) is a feminine noun. By the rules of gen-
der agreement neither “grace” (a feminine noun) nor
“faith” can be the antecedent of “it” in this sentence.
Likely an unexpressed “salvation” should be under-
stood.

Believing is a command of God. He commands
that one believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ (1
John 3:23). S

A commandment is something one obeys, not
something he receives. He has a choice whether he
does it or not. It is not something handed out in
which he has no obligation. It is not something God
gives out to him without his doing anything.

Martin Luther expounded the theology of salva-
tion sole fide (“by faith alone”) which has developed
into the widespread belief that salvation comes at the
moment of belief.

Salvation by faith alone is the hallmark of most
Protestant groups. It is expounded by most of the
television evangelists. One needs only to bow by his
television and pray in order to be saved. Or he can
heed the altar call and come to pray and be prayed
with and for. The offer of the Billy Graham cam-
paigns, the Brother’s Keepers, the Salvation Army,
and dozens of other efforts around the world is a
“faith only” offer.

The one time, however, that “faith alone” occurs
in the Bible is a denial of the concept. “You see that a
person is justified by works and not by faith alone”
(James 2:24).

Luther was not able to fit that concept into his

system and spoke of the Epistle of James as an
“epistle of straw.”

It is common to play Paul against James with
one dealing with works and the other with faith. But
Paul really gives the harmonization when he de-
clared that  “neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision is of any avail, but faith working
through love” (Gal. 5:6). He wrote to the Thessalo-
nians about their work of faith and labor of love (1
Thess. 1:8). His prayer was that God might fulfill
ever good resolve and work of faith by his power (2
Thess 1:11).

The Epistle of James specifically asks, “If a man
has faith but does not have works, can that faith
save him?” (James 2:14). A negative answer is ex-
pected to the question.

A more careful look at the Epistle of James
points out that the demons believe and shudder
(James 2:19).

Faith apart from works is barren.

James has three further examples of the fact.
Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him
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as righteousness. But his faith was active with his
works when he offered Isaac on the altar. It was not
faith alone. Rahab the harlot was justified by works
when she received the spies and sent them out an-
other way. As the body apart from the spirit is dead,
so faith apart from works is dead (James 2:21-26).

One could hardly deny the supposition of faith
on the part of those described by Jesus as saying to
him at the judgment, “Lord, Lord” but who were not
doing the will of the Father in heaven. They proph-
esied in the Lord’s name, they cast out demons in his
name; they did many mighty works; but they hear
the sentence, “I never knew you, depart from me you
evildoers” (Matt. 7:21-23).

In scripture teaching there is “one faith” (Eph.
4:5), not dozens of faiths.

One, however, can believe in vain (1 Cor. 15:14,
17).

He can make shipwreck of the faith (1 Tim.
1:19).

Faith can fail (Luke 22:32); one can depart from
the faith (1 Tim. 4:1).

One can deny the faith (1 Tim. 5:8; Rev. 2:13).

He can err from the faith (1 Tim. 6:10, 21).

He can be reprobate concerning it (2 Tim. 3:8).

On the other hand, faith can be genuine or sin-
cere (1 Tim. 1:5; 2 Tim. 1:5). Faith can grow (2
Thess. 1:3), can increase (Luke 17:1), can be great
(Matt. 15:28). One can gain confidence in the faith
(1 Tim. 3:15). One can be either weak in faith (Rom.
4:10) or strong in faith (Rom. 4:20). He can abound
in faith (2 Cor. 8:7); also he can be full of faith (Acts
6:5, 8; 11:24).

Faith is one of the weightier matters of the law
(Matt. 23:27); it is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:12).

There is the shield of faith (Eph. 6:16), and there
is the breastplate of faith and love (1 Thess. 5:8).

Faith to the saving of the soul (Heb. 10:29) im-
plies that there is faith that does not save the soul.
That sort of faith is seen in the demons who believe
and shudder (James 2:19). James makes clear that
demons are not atheists.

The rocky-ground hearer in Jesus’ parable be-
lieved for a little while (Luke 8:13) but did not come
to salvation. Such faith is also to be seen in those
who believed in Jesus but who would not confess it
because they loved the praise of men more than the
praise of God (John 12:42).
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Faith expresses itself in appropriate obedience.
The commission in the Gospel of Mark is, “He that
believes and is baptized shall be saved.” It does not
say that “He who believes is saved and should be
baptized.” This passage is a stumbling block to many
people; but the stumbling point could be removed by
a non biblical analogy if people would consider it.
“He who eats his food and digests it shall live.” He
who does not eat will die.” Why do I not say “does
not eat and digest will die?” It is simple! One cannot
digest if he does not eat; that fact is automatic with-
out its being stated. One cannot be baptized if he
does not believe. So the writer did not have to say
“He who disbelieves and is not baptized shall be con-
demned.”

The apostolic preaching as reported in the Book
of Acts never promises salvation at the point of faith
apart from appropriate obedience.

People were “obedient to the faith” (Acts 6:7;
Rom. 1:5; 16:26). There is no kneeling where you
are-and pray; but rather, “Rise and be baptized, and
wash away your sins, calling on his name” (Acts
22:16). If Saul’s sins were already forgiven by his be-
lieving (he believed on the road to Damascus when
he saw the vision and the Lord spoke to him), why
did he need to wash them away?

Faith becomes the foundation on which the vari-
ous virtues of progress in the Christian life are built
(2 Pet. 1:5; Jude 3). It is one of the three things
which abides (1 Cor. 13:13).

When Paul describes that “the righteousness of
God is revealed through faith for faith” (Rom. 1:17),
he does not say “by faith alone.” Living by bread is
something different from living by bread alone. Liv-
ing by air is different from living by air alone. And
being saved by faith is different from being saved by
faith alone. The grammatical structure Paul uses is
exactly parallel to “a fragrance from death to death
and from life to life” (2 Cor. 2:16). It is a way of ex-
pressing intensification. One must believe the Lord’s
revelation, and that grows to greater faith.

Although my analogy is not specifically made in
scripture, faith might be compared to the foundation
of a house. It is necessary that it be put down at the
beginning. It has to be solid if a house is to be built
on it and the house stand.

Anytime the foundation is destroyed, the house
will fall. At the same time, if one does not build a su-
perstructure on the foundation he has no house. He
can maintain the foundation all his life and be proud
of it, but he has nothing useful. That is faith alone!

On the foundation he must put repentance and
other acts of obedience. The demons have the foun-
dation; but they have no superstructure (James
2:19).

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews calls on
us to go on from faith toward God (Heb. 6:1).

The Second Epistle of Peter urges that we supple-
ment faith with knowledge and other traits there
listed (2 Pet. 1:5).

Faith is essential; one can never dispense with it;
but it is not the stopping point. Faith must be fol-
lowed with all the rest of what the Lord and his dis-
ciples taught.

“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; he
who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the
wrath of God rests upon him” (John 3:36).

A time is coming when “The Lord Jesus is re-
vealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming
fire inflicting vengeance upon those who do not
know God and upon those who do not obey the gos-
pel of our Lord Jesus” (2 Thess. 1:7).
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Back to Basics
A Capella Singing

By Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D.

mon or a serious lesson on a capella singing

that most of you could not tell us when the last
time was. Is it any surprise that our congregations
are full of people who do not understand why we do
not have an orchestra and choirs like our religious
neighbors do? A Billy Graham program devotes al-
most as much time, if not as much time, to the or-
chestra music as it does to the sermon. Is it any sur-
prise that many of our people cannot explain clearly
why they sing unaccompanied and would not be at
all disturbed at the introduction of an instrument?

Old Testament

Old Testament worship included instrumental music.
While not all music was intended as worship, Jubal
was the father of all who play the lyre and pipe (Gen.
4:21). Moses sang after crossing the Red Sea (Exod.
15:1), and Miriam and the women with timbrels and
dancing sang (Exod. 15:20). David brought the ark of
the Lord to Jerusalem with dancing, shouting, and the
sound of the horn (1 Kings 6:14-15; 1 Chron. 15:28).

Although instruments are older than David, their
use in worship is traced to David (1 Chron. 24:1, 6),
but there was the blowing of trumpets even before
David’s time (Lev. 23:24; Num. 10:2). The Book of
Chronicles is explicit that David’s innovation was

It likely has been so long since you heard a ser-

not a human innovation but was by the command of
God. It had divine authority. Hezekiah’s reform is
described:

And he stationed the Levites in the house of the

Lord with cymbals, harps and lyres, according to

the command of Gad the king’s seer and of

Nathan the prophet, for the command was from

the Lord though his prophets (2 Chron. 29:25).

This seems to be a passage that at least some of
our predecessors overlooked as they condemned
David as an innovator in their discussions. But the
passage is explicit, “The command was from the
Lord through his prophets.” The context of the pas-
sage makes clear that a worship occasion is being de-
scribed.

When Israel, led by Zerubbabel, returned from
the Exile, the foundation of the temple was laid, “the
priests in their vestments came forward with trum-
pets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cym-
bals, to praise the Lord, according to the directions
of David king of Israel; and they sang responsively,
praising and giving thanks to the Lord, ‘For he is
good, for his steadfast love endures for ever toward
Israel’” (Ezra 3:10-11).

In the Psalms there is the admonition to praise
the Lord with a full-blown orchestra. We will notice

only the closing Psalms:
(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 1)

Let them praise his name with dancing, making
melody to him with timbrel and lyre (Ps. 149:3).
Praise him with trumpet sound, praise him with
lyre and harp! Praise him with timbrel and with
dance; praise him with strings and pipe! Praise
him with sounding cymbals; praise him with loud
clashing cymbals! Let everything that breathes
praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! (Pss. 150:2-6).

But one is surely to ask what is to be made of
Amos 6:5 which was often considered a favorite
negative proof text by some? “Woe to those ... who
sing idle songs to the sound of the harp and like
David invent for themselves instruments of music.”
The context of this passage is not a worship context.
The topic of discussion here is those at ease in Zion
and who are unconcerned about the calamity the na-
tion is facing. A list of the careless items of their be-
havior is given, none of which acts is wrong within
itself but which reflect that they “are not grieved
over the ruin of Joseph” (Amos 6:6). This passage is
irrelevant to the question of worship by instrumental
accompaniment or by unaccompanied singing.

New Testament

Portable instruments of music of various sorts were
readily available to Jesus and his apostles had they
chosen to use them. There was music and dancing at
celebration occasions (Luke 15:23). The daughter of
Herodias danced before Herod (Matt. 14:6; Mark
6:25). The children in Jesus’ parable complained, “We
piped to you and you did not dance” (Matt. 11:17;
Luke 7:32). The flute players had a role in mourning
ceremonies at a death (Matt. 9:21). Paul alludes to the
sound of the pipe and the harp (1 Cor. 14:7).

Despite the use of instruments in the Old Testa-
ment worship and despite the availability of instru-
ments, instruments are never mentioned as being used
in New Testament worship. Following the last supper,
before Jesus and his disciples went out to the Garden
of Gethsemane, they sang a hymn (Matt. 26:30). Paul
and Silas were singing hymns in the Philippian jail at
midnight (Acts 16:25). In writing the Corinthians,
Paul affirms, “I will sing with the spirit and the under-
standing” (1 Cor. 14:14-15). Paul writing to the Ro-
mans quotes a Psalm, “I will sing to your name” (Rom.
14:9). Paul speaks of one having a hymn when the
congregation assembles (1 Cor. 14:26). There is also
the well-known passage of Ephesians 5:19:
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And do not get drunk with wine, for that is de-
bauchery, but be filled with he Spirit, addressing
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord
with all your heart, always and for everything
giving thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to God the Father.

The parallel passage in Colossians 3:16 says:

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as
you teach and admonish one another in all wis-
dom, and as you sing psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts
to God.

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews speaks of
Christians offering to God through Jesus the fruit of
lips that makes confession to his name (Heb. 13:15)

Is it not strange that after all that is said about in-
strumental accompaniment in the Old Testament,
one has this complete silence in the New Testament
as far as Jesus, his apostles, and the early church are
concerned? Portable instruments were readily avail-
able to Jesus and his apostles had they chosen to use
them. The poverty of the early Christians is no ex-
planation of the New Testament silence. Paul alludes
to the sound of the flute, harp, and bugle (1 Cor.
14:7) though not as an accompaniment of singing.
No great cost would have been involved in having a
flute. So poverty is not the cause of the silence.

A great deal is made in some circles of the fact
that four-part harmony was not known in singing in
the first century. They parallel its use as an innova-
tion comparable to the use of instruments. But there
is a passage from Philo of Alexandria in his descrip-
tion of the Therapeutae (who were not Christians)
that seems to me to need consideration.

After describing at some length the music meet-
ings of these people, Philo says, “It is on this model
above all that the choir of the Therapeutae of either
sex, note in response to note and voice to voice, the
treble of the women blending with the base of the
men, create an harmonious concent, music in the
truest sense” (The Contemplative Life, 88).

Philo certainly knows the difference in singing
between male and female voices. While that is not
four-part harmony, would it not have to be two-part
harmony? At least there was more than unison sing-
ing. However, be that as it may, the shift from unison
singing or chanting to four-part harmony is still vocal



singing. It is not bringing in an instrumental accompa-
niment.

The earliest non-biblical description we have of
Christian worship is that of Governor Pliny of
Bithynia writing to Emperor Trajan. He reports that
Christians sing a hymn to Christ as a god (Ep. 10:96).

For some today, the Old Testament use of the in-
strument is a very persuasive argument of its use in
the church. But is it not worth noticing that neither
Jesus nor his disciples ever hinted at the use of an in-
strument either as an act of worship or as an aid to
an act of worship?

Some musicians argue that God gave them the
skill to play their instrument, so they are going to use
that skill to praise the Lord. God also gave some
people the skill to box. Is one going to do that in
worship? He gave to another the skill to play basket-
ball. Shall one do that in worship? To another he gave
skill as a football player. Shall one use that in worship?

If I am going to give my wife a present, I am not
likely to give her something because I like it or want
it. I would not get her a set of golf clubs, a circle saw,
or a new computer. I would find something she
wants. If I am going to offer something to God, and I
want him to be pleased with it, I have to offer what
he has specified he wants. Singing he has specified.
Instrumental music he has not specified.

People seem unable to understand that some-
thing approved in the Old Testament could be disap-
proved in New Testament worship. But take the mat-
ter of animal sacrifices. There is no New Testament
passage that specifically condemns animal sacrifices.
New Testament passages do show that their purpose
was accomplished in the once-for-all sacrifice of
Jesus on the cross. With that sacrifice being made it
is superfluous to offer sacrifices that cannot take
away sins and with which God is not pleased (Heb.
10:6). Early Christians did not do that which is use-
less.

Burning incense was a part of Old Testament wor-
ship; but no provision is made for such in New Testa-
ment worship. Both the Greek Catholics and. Roman
Catholics regularly offer incense in their services.

The Lord is praised in the dance in the Old Testa-
ment. No provision is made for that in the New Tes-
tament. Today there are churches which are engaging
in dancing as a form of worship.

Religious processions form an important role in
certain forms of worship. Though they sometimes
are very colorful and impressive, the New Testament
knows nothing of such.

Some people seem quite perplexed about singing
when they read about music in heaven in the Book of
Revelation. First, one needs to notice explicitly what
is said in the book. John hears a voice like a loud trum-
pet (Rev. 1:10; 4:1). But one should notice that it was
not a trumpet, but only like one. John also hears a
voice like many waters (Rev. 1:15). Seven trumpets do
sound as a part of the action of the book (Rev. 8:2, 6),
but they do not have to do with singing or worship.

In the book there is singing not described as ac-
companied by instruments. All that is said is “sing-
ers” (Rev. 4:8; 5:9). In addition, “The voice I heard
was like the sound of harpers playing on their harps,
and they sing a new song before the throne” (Rev.
10:2-3). This is a simile where sounds are said to be
like instruments but not instruments themselves. I
could envision something perhaps like the music
group called A-Capella which I have never heard; but
I have been told that they make instrumental sounds
with their voices.

Then we have the four living creatures with harps
and bowls of incense (Rev. 5:8). There are the seven
angels with harps of God in their hands, and they sing
the song of Moses and the Lamb (Rev. 15:2-3).

There is also secular music. The sound of harps
and instruments, of flute players and trumpeters will
be heard in Babylon no more (Rev. 18:22).

If the accompanied singing of these angels autho-
rizes instrumental accompaniment in worship in the
church, it would also authorize the use of incense.
The living creatures had bowls of incense (Rev. 5:8).

The Argument

The argument against the use of instrumental music
is the same argument as that against these other non-
authorized types of worship we have listed above.

We want people to show where instrumental mu-
sic is authorized in the New Testament, and if that
cannot be done (which it cannot), then to show why
we do not need to have scriptural authorization for
it. Surely these two alternatives are not hard to un-
derstand.

It seems popular today to argue, “I do not see
any place where use of instrumental music is con-
demned in the New Testament” No one is arguing
that anyone is going to find a “You shall not use in-
strumental music in worship.” The argument is that
where the Lord gives a commandment, that elimi-
nates doing anything else. The illustrations have
been given every since this question arose genera-
tions ago. The command to use gopher wood in the
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ark prohibited Noah’s use of any other wood with-
out prohibition of use of that wood being specified.
The order for priests to be of the tribe of Levi elimi-
nated priests of any other tribe serving, as the Epistle
to the Hebrews points out (Heb. 7:13-14). Many
other illustrations can be offered.

Coming at the question from another viewpoint,
if I order a book on the WEB from a publisher, that
does not authorize him to send that book plus any
other he might want to charge me for. The order ex-
cludes sending anything else without the exclusion
being specifically stated in the order.

The New Testament does not pretend to contain
a list of all the things people should not do in wor-
ship. It would be too voluminous to read if it did.
Popes, cardinals, and bishops are not prohibited by a
specific, “You shall not” in the New Testament. Nor
are infant baptism, sprinkling for baptism, use of in-
cense, dancing, and many other practices. But none
of them are authorized. One needs to ask, “Where
does the Bible authorize a practice?”

While it is strange today for a church not to have
instrumental accompaniment to singing, the church
did not have such for centuries after its establish-
ment. People worshiped in song. Clement said, “Let
us then give him praise, not only with our mouth,
but also from our heart, that he may receive us as
sons” (2 Clement 9:10). Justin said, “We offer sol-
emn prayers and hymns for His creation and for all

things leading to health” (Justin Martyr, Apology
1:13). “In gracious psalms and songs meet for God
To hymn thee the immortal and faithful are we bid-
den, God, the Creator of all, the Omniscient”
(Sibyline Oracles 8:498-500). At the end of the sec-
ond century Clement of Alexandria was arguing
against instruments.

We, however, make use of but one instrument,
the word of peace alone by which we honor God,
and no longer the ancient psaltery, nor the trumpet,
the tympanum and the aulos, as was the custom
among those expert in war and those scornful of the
fear of God who employed string instruments in
their festive gatherings, as if to arouse their remiss-
ness of spirit through such rhythm (Pzedagogus, 2:4).

I find it tragic and ironical that just at the time
many of our people seem ready to adopt instrumen-
tal music, a preacher from the Reformed Presbyte-
rian Church has come out with an attack on its use as
not having scriptural authority (Brian Schwertley,
Musical Instruments in the Public Worship of God).
Though there is no reason to think Schwertley was
influenced by our preachers or by our practice, one
could hardly improve on the argument he gives. One
would hope that Schwertley’s trampling on a few
other pet trends will not keep Bible believers from at
least considering his reasoning.
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Concessions We Must Make

By A. B. Gregoreo

naive disciples, the champions of change lay a

constant barrage of criticism against the Lord’s
church. In so doing they aspire to cause sufficient
discontent that brethren will turn to them for leader-
ship. Also they would like for us to deny obvious
problems so that we would appear, stubborn, and in-
transigent. The fact is, some of the things they cite
are true in part or in whole. They certainly are not
the first to make these observations.

Yes, there are too many divisions among us. Even
one division is an evil thing. Whether it is local, within
a congregation, or general, affecting the whole broth-
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In their effort to capture the hearts of young and

erhood, division is bad (Rom. 16:16). A distinction
however must be made between those who “cause di-
visions” and those who are the victims of it. Interest-
ingly, many churches have experienced division be-
cause of the work of the change agents!

Yes, we do have some traditions. Some are bibli-
cal and must be observed and preserved (2 Thess.
3:6). Others are quite harmless and in most cases
beneficial. Some congregations have traditions that
no doubt hinder them. The latter we must constantly
work to eliminate.

Yes, we do have some “sectarian-minded people.”
But we do not excuse them or glorify them. We try to
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By Jack P. Lewis

Born Again

In American language the claim to be a “born-again
Christian” is considered to be the ultimate in Chris-
tian claims. Implied is that there are Christians who
are not born again. Usually some emotional experi-
ence one has had that he considers has terminated
past undesirable behavior and inaugurated new dedi-
cation is being spoken of. It is usually an experience
apart from one’s initially becoming a Christian.

A man once described his new birth experience
to me. He was out behind the barn when the Holy
Spirit hit him. He tingled all over with the tingling
going out his fingers and toes. He immediately
started shouting. He was really shaken, however,
when instead of congratulating him I asked him if he
had ever read about anything like that in the New
Testament. Another person who had been profligate
described his experience as having taken place in a
hotel room in Jerusalem. It resulted in his becoming
a television evangelist.

Feelings or emotional experiences are never cited
or appealed to in the New Testament as evidence
that a person has been born again. People who came
to obedience rejoiced, but the rejoicing is a conse-
quence of their new understanding and relationship,
not the essence of it or the evidence of it. Feelings
are totally dependent on the information a person
has and usually are completely colored by the mores
of the community he is identified with. Jacob could
not have been more distressed if Josepf™ad actually
been dead; but Joseph was not dead. Timothy’s tears
could not have been bitterer had Paul been dead; but
Paul was alive (Acts 14:19; 2 Tim. 1:4).

The people of Pentecost became a glad people
praising God after their obedience (Acts 2:46-47),
but there is no hint that they supposed these emo-
tions were a new birth. The Ethiopian after baptism
went on his way rejoicing (Acts 8:39). The Philippian
jailer rejoiced with all his household that he had be-
lieved in God; but that was after he had been bap-
tized (Acts 16:31-34), not after a further or different
emotional experience.

The terminology born again is based on the King
James Version’s rendering of Jesus’ wording to
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Nicodemus in the Gospel of John: “Except a man be
born again [anothen] he cannot see the kingdom of
God” (John 3:3). But also involved is the wording of
1 Peter 1:23: “Being born again (anagegennemenos),
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible by the
word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.”
The term second birth of which we sing at Christ-
mas time does not actually occur in scripture but has
been coined to express a theological concept. The
Gospel of John does say, “But to all who received him,
who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God; who were born, not of blood not of
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God”
(John 1:10-13). There is no hint, however, that be-
coming children of God is separated in time or event
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from being born of God. One is not encouraged by
this verse to suppose that he becomes a child of God
by one process and that sometime later by a different
experience he is born of God. It is only one process
that is being described. This passage does not encour-
age the type of thinking where one group of people
are children of God and then a specially blessed group
are born again children of God.

Nicodemus came to Jesus at night with compli-
ments, “We know that you are a teacher come from
God; for no one can do these signs that you do, unless
God is with him.” Jesus’ reply to this ruler of the Jews
who considered himself one of God’s chosen people
was, “Unless one is born anew, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God.” Being in the Jewish family (a de-
scendant of Abraham) was not enough. Keeping the
law carefully would not accomplish it.

The Greek term used by Jesus is anothen, which
has two possible meanings. One is “again” and the
other is “from above” (cf. John 3:31; 19:11, 23). The
Gospel of John is characterized by use of terms of two
possible meanings. The misunderstanding of the term
by the hearer sets the teaching situation as the misun-
derstanding is corrected. This passage of John 3:3 is of
that sort. |

Nicodemus took the term to mean “again” as is
done in the KJV and thereby accepted by a large group
of readers in modern times. The term “born-again
Christian” makes that obvious. To Nicodemus, the
teacher seemed to be speaking in riddles. He knew
that a full-grown man could not enter his mother’s
womb to be born again. Physically speaking, birth,
like death, is a one-time experience. The confusion
allowed Jesus to explain his meaning. One must be
born of water and Spirit (John 3:5). Both elements are
involved in what “born anothen [from above]” meant.
They are both. controlled by one preposition ex.

Jesus, speaking of physical birth, proceeded to say
that what is born of the flesh is flesh. He and
Nicodemus were not speaking of the same thing when
he spoke of “again” [or “from above™]. Jesus was con-
trasting birth of the flesh (natural birth) and birth of
the Spirit. Earlier in this Gospel the writer (as we have
already pointed out) spoke of those “who were born,
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will
of man, but of God” (John 1:13). But Jesus does not in
the conversation with Nicodemus drop the figure of
speech and explain what it is to be born of water and
spirit. He does use a plural Greek form for “you”
(bymas; v. 7) making the obligation wider than merely
one for Nicodemus. A few verses further the writer

speaks of baptism by Jesus and baptism by John the
baptist (John 3:22-23).

Jesus also emphasizes the obligation in John 3:7
with the words, “You must be born anew.” A “must”
(dei) duty was not optional. A statement like “You
must stop at the red light” does not give one the op-
tion of stopping or not stopping as he pleases. Nei-
ther does “You must be born from above!”

Modern confusion arises when people begin to
make “born of water” to mean the physical birth by
which one enters the world, and born of the Spirit to
be an emotional experience one goes through that
leads him to a different sort of life from that he has
led before. Some try to jump-start this experience by
the mourner’s bench activity or the altar call and
prayer. Some may speak in a proof texting way of a
“second blessing” one receives (cf. 2 Cor. 1:15)
though the passage used is not at all speaking of what
it is made to describe. But on Pentecost those who
were led to be baptized by the Spirit-directed word
spoken by Peter were promised the gift of the Holy
Spirit (Acts 2:38). The gift is the Holy Spirit itself.
God gives the Holy Spirit to those who obey him
(Acts 5:32; Rom. 5:S§).

Theology Simplified
by Lonzo Pribble

Theology Simplified explains in layman’s terms
the non-Trinitarian relationship existing between Ged,
his Son, and his Spirit with a simple concept that is
easily understood.

It shows why the Trinitarian and Unitarian doc-
trines are neither reasonable nor biblical by refuting
all of their proposed and arguments, and by showing
positive proofs from scripture that the one-and only
Jehovah God Almighty is the Father, to the exclusion
of all other beings or persons, and that the one God has
a one-and-only divine Son, as well as an ever-pro-
ceeding Spirit by which that one God is omnipotently
omnipresent,

Like millions who are made in God’s image, the one
God has both a Son and a Spirit, and does not need to
be a triune being composed of three persons in order
to be so. Such provides a more reasonable and more
biblical explanation. 320 pgs. * paperback

$14.95 plus $2.10 s&h

Order from
Lonzo Pribble
13801 W 67th Ct. » Arvada, CO 80004

2002
{:ai:n':a 'oundation 13




The change in the life of a person by which he
moves kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of
God’s Son (Col. 1:13) is described in the New Testa-
ment by the use of numerous figures. Paul speaks of
one’s being “reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:20; Col.
1:22), of his “adoption” (Gal. 4:5; cf. Rom. 8:23), of
his being “transferred” (Col. 1:13), of his being
“made alive” (Eph. 2:5; Col. 2:13), and of his being
made a “new creature” (2 Cor. 5:17). The new cre-
ation is what matters (Gal. 6:15). He becomes a new
born babe (1 Pet. 2:2; cf. Heb. 5:13-14); he has
changed clothes (Eph. 4:17-22), putting off the old
man and putting Christ (Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10).

The birth figure (taking all the allusions) begins
with the implanting of the seed. To be born of God
one must receive the implanted word, which is able
to save the soul (James 1:21). The seed in Jesus’ par-
able is the word of God (Luke 8:11; cf. 1 Pet. 1:23).
The word has been given under the direction of the
Holy Spirit. Paul had become the Corinthian’s father
through the gospel he taught (1 Cor. 4:15). The
Spirit of God operates through the gospel. The
sword of the Spirit is the word of God (Eph 6:17).
“Go preach” was the Lord’s commission to his
apostles. Paul had become Onesimus’s father during
Paul’s imprisonment (Phil. 10).

Jesus had threatened “Unless you repent you will
perish (Luke 13:1-5). Apostolic preaching called on
people everywhere to repent (Acts 17:30). Jesus
taught that one must turn and become like a little
child (Matt. 18:3; Mark 10:15; Luke 18:17). Repen-
tance comes before one is brought forth in new life.
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The consequences of being born anew are set
forth in the Epistles. Peter writes to Christian people
as those “born anew” (anagennesas) to a living hope
(1 Pet. 1:3). The First Epistle of John has a great deal
to say about those born of God. Such a person does
not sin (1 John 3:9; 5:18), God’s nature abides in
him (1 John 3:9). The one who loves is born of God
(1 John 4:7-8). The one who believes that Jesus is
the Christ is born of God (1 John 5:1). He over-
comes the world (1 John 5:4). The one born of God
[the Christ] keeps him (1 John 5:18).

The Greek language has tiktein for the bearing of
a child (Matt. 1:21, 25), but also uses the verb
(gennan) in various forms for the role both of the fa-
ther (Matt. 1:2; etc.) and of the mother (Matt.
11:11; Gal. 4:23) in the natural birth process.
Hence, there is no linguistic basis for a distinction
between “begotten” which the ASV used in these

passages and “born” which the KJV used. Any meta-

phor can be elaborated in details beyond what the
user of it had in mind. ;

In asking what Jesus meant by being born of wa-
ter and Spirit, surely one must not overlook what
Paul said about “the washing of regeneration and the
renewal of the Holy Spirit (Tit. 3:5). It was by this
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process that the people had been saved. Was the
washing of regeneration an emotional experience
they had been through, or was it a matter of obedi-
ence to the commands the Lord had given? The Lord
became the source of salvation to all who obey him
(Heb. 5:9). What is the washing of regeneration?
The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews speaks of
people who have their hearts sprinkled clean from an
evil conscience and their bodies washed with pure
water (Heb. 10:22). Is there anything in the Chris-
tian system connected with water other than bap-
tism? The Lord cleansed the church by the washing
of water with the word (Eph. 5:26). The Corinthians
had in the past done vile sins, but Paul says of them,
“You were washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ in the
Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. 6:11). One should re-
member the summary of Paul’s work in Corinth:
“Many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and
were baptized” (Acts 18:8).

Is it not worth considering that in the account of
the apostolic preaching as reported in the book of
Acts there is not one instance of a new birth de-
scribed in emotional terms comparable to those now
claimed by “born again Christians”? Is it not strange
that nothing comparable to the “praying through
process” is narrated? Is it not strange that Ananias
said to Saul, “And now why do you wait? Rise and be
baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his
name” (Acts 22:16). If his sins had already been re-
moved, why does he now need to wash them away?
Is it not strange that in the accounts of conversion in
the Acts of the Apostles in every instance the story
ends with a description of the baptism of the con-
cerned individual?

Modern people dismiss the command of baptism
with the slur that insistence on its essentiality is
teaching “baptismal regeneration.” But in New Tes-
tament language, baptism is the way one gets into
Christ where salvation is (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27). One
can pretend faith, he can falsely claim to have re-
pented, and he can go through the motions of bap-
tism insincerely. But he also can claim emotional ex-
periences falsely. Jesus spoke of those who say,
“Lord, Lord,” but who are rejected as not known by
the Lord (Matt. 7:22-23). The insincerity of some
does not remove the obligation.

People can reject baptism as the means of regen-
eration and claim that it is only a sign of what has
taken place. But they cannot find that sort of descrip-
tion in scripture. Peter’s description was a compari-

son with the flood, and he said, “Baptism, which cor-
responds to this, saves you ... as an appeal to God for
a clear conscience” (1 Pet. 3:21).

Hearing the gospel, believing it, repenting of
sins, and being buried with the Lord in baptism and
raised to walk in the newness of life (Rom. 6:4) is
what being born of water and Spirit is. This is the be-
ing born from above of which Jesus spoke to
Nicodemus. Such a person has changed his clothes.
He has put on Christ. He is a new babe to desire the
milk of the word to grow to ultimate salvation (1 Pet.
2:2; cf. 1 Cor. 3:2). Rather than the new birth being

~ a second experience or being the ultimate in Chris-

tian experience, it is the entrance level of life. From

his beginning, one should strive on for maturity.
1000 Cherry Rd.
Memphis, TN 38117
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Back to Basics — Confession

By Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D.

come forward at the one invitation song

and stand facing the large audience. No mere af-
firmative answer to the question, “Do you believe
that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God?” was sought.
Each individual was led to state orally and in full for
himself/herself, “I believe that Jesus is the Christ the
Son of God.”

Isaiah projects universal recognition of the sover-
eignty of God: “To me every knee will bow, every
tongue shall swear” (Isa. 45:23). Paul cites this verse
in its Greek form as evidence that all will stand be-
fore the judgment seat of God (Rom. 14:11).

Jesus promised, “Every one who acknowledges
me before men, I will also acknowledge before my
Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me be-
fore men, I also will deny before my Father who is in
heaven” (Matt. 10:32-33; Luke 12:8; cf. Rev. 3:9).

It was most impressive in Nigeria to see 19 people
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Paul elaborated, “If you confess with your lips
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For man
believes with the heart and so is justified, and he con-
fesses with his lips and so is saved” (Rom. 10:9-12).

Jesus’ ministry knew those who were disciples se-
cretly from fear of the Jews (John 19:38), and it
knew those people who believed but would not con-
fess. The Jews had agreed that if anyone confessed
him to be the Christ they would be put out of the
synagogue (John 9:22). John, the writer, comments,
“Many even of the authorities believed in him but
for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, lest
they should be put out of the synagogue, for they
loved the praise of men more than the praise of God
(John 12:42-43).

When I asked a man at worship in Jerusalem
(where prejudice is very strong) about his condition,
he described his hesitancy in a colorful way — that
he had faith in one leg and that he was seeking faith
in the other leg also. He knew that he must believe
with his whole heart.

Students have observed that in the Gospel of
Mark there is a series of confessions.

(1) Jesus is confessed by the demon possessed.
“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are,
the Holy One of God” (Mark 1:24);

(2) “And whenever the unclean spirits beheld
him, they fell down before him and cried out, “You
are the Son of God’” (Mark 3:11). Legion asked;

(3) “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of
the Most High God?” (Mark 5:7).

(4) Jesus is confessed by Peter at Caesarea Phil-
ippi (Mark 8:29; cf. Matt. 16:16).

(5)Jesus is confessed by the heavenly voice on
the mount of transfiguration (Mark 9:7).

(6) The blind beggar at Jericho cries out, “Jesus,
Son of David, have mercy on me!” (Mark 10:47).

(7)In the trials of Jesus, the high priest asked,
“Are you the Christ the Son of the Blessed?” Jesus
said, “I am, and you will see the Son of man sitting at
the right hand of power and coming with the clouds
of heaven!” (Mark 14:61; cf. Luke 22:61-70).



(8) To Pilate’s question, “Are you the King of the
Jews?” Jesus answered, “You have said so” (Mark
15:2).

(9) But then following the darkness, the death of
Jesus, and the rending of the curtain of the temple,
the centurion presiding at the crucifixion said, “Truly
this man was the Son of God!” (Mark 15:39).

The series of confessions confronts each reader
with the heart-searching question, “How about you?
Have you confessed?”

In the Gospel of John, John the baptist bears wit-
ness that Jesus is the Son of God (John 1:34) and in-
troduces Jesus as “the Lamb of God who takes away
the sins of the world” (John 1:29). Andrew tells Pe-
ter, “We have found the Messiah” (John 1:41).
Nathaniel confesses him: “Rabbi, you are the Son of
God! You are the King of Israel” (John 1:49). Peter
says for the disciples, “And to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life; and we have believed
and have come to know that you are the Holy One
of God” (John 6:68-69). The man born blind, having
received sight, when asked if he believed in the Son
of Man, said, “Lord I believe.” He worshiped Jesus
(John 9:35-38).

Martha, grieving over her departed brother
Lazarus, responded to Jesus’ question, “Yes Lord, I
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who
is coming into the world” (John 11:27). Thomas, in-
vited to see Jesus’ hands and to place his hands in
Jesus® side, responded, “My Lord and my God”
(John 20:19-28).

Paul, alluding to the fact that Timothy had been
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called to eternal life and had made the good confes-
sion in the presence of many witnesses, then speaks
of Christ who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate
made the good confession (1 Tim. 6:12-13). In John
18:37, Jesus says to Pilate, “You say that I am a king.
For this I was born, and for this I have come into the
world, to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is
of the truth hears my voice.”

Jesus had cautioned, however, that confession
alone is no guaranteed ticket to heaven. He warned
of those who at the Judgment would say, “Lord,
Lord,” but who had not done the will of the Father
in heaven (Matt. 7:22; cf. 25:12). But Paul projects a
universal recognition of the Christ. Jesus has a name
above every name “that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:11).
Confession only at the judgment is too late to bring
salvation. Paul also warns of those who profess to
know God but whom deny God by their deeds (Titus
1:16).

The universal practice in the churches of having
the candidate for baptism to make a confession be-
fore baptism no doubt rests on the example of the
Ethiopian (Acts 8:37). No other such example is pre-
sented either in the Book of Acts or the rest of the
New Testament. None demands a confession at a
specific time in the conversion process. However, as
has been known for far more than a century, early
Greek manuscripts of Acts do not contain this verse.
It belongs to what students call a “Western Addition”
to the text. The earliest known manuscript (Ms. E)
containing the verse dates from the sixth century.
Nevertheless, knowledge of the Ethiopian’s confes-
sion was as early as the time of Irenaeus (Against
Haeresies 3.12.6) in the second century.

It is assumed that a scribe who knew the practice
of the church made the insertion into the text of the
Book of Acts. Though the manuscript (Ms. 2)
Erasmus depended on in editing the first printed
Greek Testament did not have the verse, Erasmus as-
sumed that it had dropped out by error, and so he
inserted it in his Greek New Testament. In that way
the verse became a part of what became the Received
Text (B.M. Metzger, A Textual Commentary on the
Greek New Testament, discusses the evidence for and
against the authenticity of this verse, London/New
York: United Bible Societies, 1971).

Alexander Campbell’s “Living Oracles” omitted
Acts 8:37. The RV and ASV relegated the verse to
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the footnote without renumbering the verses of the
chapter. That same practice has been followed by the
twentieth century translations except for the NKJV
and the NASV. The NK]JV included the verse with a
footnote to it. The earlier edition of the NASV put
the verse in the footnote, but the recent NASV edi-
tion (1999) brackets the verse in the text and has a
note, “Early manuscripts do not contain this verse.”
The duty to confess Christ is not solely dependent on
the authenticity of Acts 8:27. The need is made plain
elsewhere.

In the Epistles of John, confessing appears to be
more than a once-for-all-time statement. “He who
confesses the Son has the Father also” (1 John 2:23).
“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him and he abides in God” (1 John
4:14). There is the contrast of such a person with the
antichrist: “Every spirit which confesses that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every
spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of God.
This is the spirit of antichrist, of which you have
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heard that it was coming and now it is in the world
already” (1 John 4:2-3; cf 2 John 7).

Paul included the generosity the Corinthians
were showing for the poor in Jerusalem as a confes-
sion. “Under the test of this service, you will glorify
God by your obedience in acknowledging
(homologia) the gospel of Christ, and by the generos-
ity of your contribution for them and for all others”
(2 Cor, 9:13).

The confession in the Epistle to the Hebrews is
also not alone a one time for all declaration. The
writer addresses his readers as holy brothers who
share in a heavenly call urging them to consider
Jesus, “the apostle and high priest of our confession”
(homologies; Heb. 3:1). In view of having Jesus the
Son of God as our great high priest, the writer urges
the readers to hold fast “our confession” (Heb.
4:14). Since we have the new and living way into the
presence of God, “Let us hold fast the confession of
our hope without wavering” (Heb. 10:23). The on-
going worship of the Christian was a confession:
“Through him then let us continually offer up a sac-
rifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that
acknowledge his name” (Heb. 13:15).

Confession was important in the post-Apostolic
church. Clement of Rome cites the gospel statement
(Matt. 10:32; Luke 12:8) and then asks, “But how
do we confess him?” The answer is, “By doing what
he says, and not disregarding his commandments,
and honoring him not only with our lips, but ‘with
all our heart and all our mind’” (2 Clem. 3:2-4).
Clement, after citing the words of Matthew 7:21,
admonishes confession by a list of admirable deeds
(2 Clem. 4:1).

Ignatius presents reverse confession, “For if we
are living until now according to Judaism, we con-
fess that we have not received grace” (Magnesians
8:1). Ignatius speaks of the Docetists who do not
confess that Jesus was clothed with flesh
(Smyrnaeans 5.2). Polycarp quotes the saying of the
Epistle of John (1 John 4:2, 8; 2 John 7) about an
antichrist, but elaborates, “Whosoever does not con-
fess the testimony of the Cross is of the devil.”

Hermas, describing a persecution situation,
speaks of the problem of denying or confessing and
ends with the admonition, “I say this to you who are
hesitating as to denial or confession, Confess that
you have a Lord, lest you deny him and be delivered
into prison (Sim. 9.28.4, 7).

The term confess comes in a time of persecution
to mean confessing that one is a Christian (Martyr-



dom of Polycarp 6:1). “Polycarp has confessed that
he is a Christian” (Martyrdom of Polycarp 12:1).

Justin Martyr in describing induction of persons
into the church describes those who believe what is
taught and promise to live accordingly. With fasting
the candidate asked of God forgiveness of their
former sins. After fasting and prayer the candidate is
baptized (Apol. 61). Justin does not mention formal
confession at this time.

Tertullian said, “When entering the water, we
make profession of the Christian faith in the words
of its rule; we bear public testimony that we have
renounced the devil, his pomp, and his angels”
(On Shows 4). Tertullian further described, “When
we are going to enter the water, but a little before,
in the presence of the congregation and under the
hand of the president, we solemnly profess that we
disown the devil, and his pomp, and his angels.
Hereupon we are thrice immersed, making a some-
what ampler pledge than the Lord has appointed in
the Gospel (The Chaplet 3). Elsewhere he mentions,
“the pledging both of the attestation of faith and the
promise of salvation under ‘three witnesses!*” (On
Baptism 6).

Threefold immersion was being practiced in
some circles at the third century. Hippolytus de-
scribes a declaration made by the candidate before
each act. He is asked, “Do you believe in Christ
Jesus, the Son of God, who was born of the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was crucified under
Pontius Pilate, and was dead and was buried, and
rose again the third day, alive from the dead, and as-
cended into heaven, and sat at the right hand of the
Father, and will come to judge the quick and the
dead?” The candidate answers, “I believe” (The Ap-
ostolic Tradition, 21).

The confession made in the presence of many
witnesses marked one’s turning from the world to
Christ. It was a burning of the bridges, so to speak,
and rightly done before baptism lest the one baptiz-
ing be baptizing unbelievers. Faith is required for
baptism to be valid (Acts 8:36). “No one speaking by
the Spirit of God ever says Jesus is cursed!” and no
one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit”
(1 Cor. 12:3). Confession binds one to obedience.

What We Have Here
Is a Failure
to Communicate

By Howard R. Horton

(an American movie classic) “Cool Hand

Luke.” This nifty little phrase was used by the
armed commander of the prison camp; and, conse-
quently, Paul Newman (as he played his role in the
film) used the phrase just before he was shot as an
escaped prisoner.

Well, so much for the “stroll down memory
lane.” The point is this. If we want to see better
growth; real growth and not “swelling,” everyone of
us is going to have to embrace, joyfully so, 2 Timo-
thy 2:2. Paul writing through inspiration said, “And
the things which thou hast heard from me among
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful
men, who shall be able to teach others also.” And,
herein may lie the problem.

Every Christian, every single Christian, isn’t ful-
filling this text; isn’t obeying this clear-cut com-
mand. Why? Well it could be because, some haven’t
been “taught.”

Second Timothy 2:2 implies that there has been
teaching! That there are those who have been
“taught.” However, unless a saint is taught, taught to
the point of being able to impart that which has been
taught, then teaching isn’t going to get done — not
on the scale that God intended for it to be done!

It goes without saying that God left one way on
this earth by which his kingdom was to grow: Chris-
tians teaching others. Now, how we do this teaching,
the methods used, is pretty much left up to us. How-
ever, it seems that the “teaching” part of the church
is being “bumped” out of a priority position, and en-
tertainment and other stuff is in front of it. At least,
to a degree, that is the way it seems to this gospel
preacher; and, to other preachers and elders as well.

T he title to this little article is from the movie

The Lord will confess theé name of the one who over- . i 1 ilf? '1”;5";
comes before the Father and before his angels (Rev. escott, Fe
3:5).
1000 Cherry Rd. . . .
. Firm Foundation Web Site
Memphis, TN 38111—;; www,bible-infonet.org
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Back to Basics

Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D.

The Human Situation
In the beginning God made people upright (Eccl.
7:29). They were included in God’s summary verdict
on his creation that it was very good (Gen. 1:31).
Nevertheless, it is the affirmation of both the
Old Testament and New Testament that sin is univer-

sal among people. Solomon said, “There is no person

who does not sin” (1 Kings 8:46; 2 Chron. 6:36; Job
14:1-4; Psa. 143:2; Prov. 20:9; Eccl.. 7:20). Paul de-
clared, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God” (Rom. 3:23; 5:12).

A basic picture of alienation of people from God
is presented.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts
than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:8-9).

The picture is not one where God has wandered
away but is where people have wandered: “All we
like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned every
one to his own way” (Isa. 53:6; cf. 1 Pet. 2:25). The
call of the Lord is, “Return to me, and I will return to
you” (Mal. 3:7).

Paul described the condition of the Gentile world
apart from the gospel as being without hope and
without God in the world (Eph. 2:12). The indi-
vidual is dead through his trespasses and sins (Eph.
2:1, 5). Paul, in rebuking Peter, can contrast Jews by
birth and Gentile sinners (Gal. 2:15). He traced out
the downward way of humanity in Romans 1 with
the repeated phrase “God gave them up” (Rom.
1:24, 26-27). Instead of the onward and upward pic-
ture of the evolutionary view of people, it is a picture
of repeated alienation from God. Whereas the Jew-
ish race had the law given because of transgression
(Gal. 3:10), Paul found them agreeing that actions
were sinful but then engaging in them anyway so that
every person was without excuse (Rom. 2-3). All are
under sin (Gal. 2:22); and the wages of sin is death
(Rom. 6:23).

The origin of the alienation is traced back to
Adam’s sin in the Garden of Eden. The first father
sinned (Isa. 46:27). Through one man sin entered
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the world (Rom. 5:12). Adam and Eve broke a spe-
cifically stated prohibition. Eve’s sin came first (1
Tim. 3:14); the serpent deceived her by his cunning
(2 Cor. 11:2). Sin is older than the law of Moses.
Conditions were so sinful in the time of Noah (Gen.
6:5) that God destroyed all except Noah and his
family by the flood. By the time of Abraham, the
Lord chose Abraham and his family for his special
purpose. Israel was bound under oath to keep the
Lord’s covenant (Ex. 24:3ff).

It is over the effects of Adam’s sin that the theo-
logical debate emerges which is influenced when
Paul says that death passed to all people in that all
have sinned (eph’ ho pantes hemarton; Rom. 5:12))
But Augustine, and many after him, have misunder-
stood the passage as saying “in whom” all have
sinned — that is, all sinned in Adam. But the passage
does not say that. Human sin is clear in the Old Tes-
tament but is not traced to an incapacity inherited
from Adam. People are responsible for their own ac-
tions. It is never suggested that the individual is
judged for what Adam did. He is judged for his own
sins. All that was done in Adam is undone in Christ
(Rom. 5:19).

Once Augustine’s position is accepted, however,
then a further proof text is found in David’s state-
ment, “I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did
my mother conceive me” (Psa. 51:5). However, Ju-
daism never developed either out of the Adam story
or out of the Psalm text a doctrine of inherited sin.
That David was making a statement about all people
is very doubtful. Rather, I would suggest that, in the
face of his sin with Bathsheba, David used hyperbole
equal to a declaration a penitent might make should
he say, “I never was any good.”

The prophets Jeremiah (31:29-30) and Ezekiel
(18:2-4) proclaim that the proverb, “The fathers
have eaten sour grapes and the children’s teeth are
set on edge,” no longer holds in Israel. Each person
answers for his own sins.

The command for all people everywhere to repent
(Acts 17:30) assumes universal sinfulness which
makes repentance necessary. The verdict is “the soul
that sins shall die” (Ezek. 18:4, 20). Jesus Christ came



into the world to save sinners (1 Tim. 1:15). He came
to call sinners to repentance (Matt. 9:13; Mark 2:17;
Luke 5:32). The Son of man came to seek and save the
lost (Luke 19:10). In Jesus’ parable human lost condi-
tion is presented in the images of the lost sheep, the
lost coin, and the lost boy (Luke 15:1f£.).

One can have a serious disease and be unaware
of it, so one need not be conscious of him being left
in that condition.

The apostolic preaching created a consciousness
of sin. That was one of the tasks of the promised
Holy Spirit (John 16:8).

In the light of human lostness, Paul can contrast
those “in Adam” and those “in Christ” (1 Cor.
15:22). Another contrast is “in the world” (1 John
2:4) and “in Christ” (2 Cor. 5:14). Rather than ex-
ternal things, it is that which comes out of the heart
of a person which defiles the person (Matt.
15:19-20). “The mind that is set on the flesh is hos-
tile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, indeed it
cannot; and those who are in the flesh cannot please
God” (Rom. 8:7). Paul uses the term flesh for all that
is in a person which rebels against God. The one
who keeps the whole law but fails in one point has
become guilty of all of it (James 2:10).

One is reminded of the inability to escape the
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consequences of his sin with the warning given to Is-
rael if disobedient, “Your sins will find you out”
(Num. 32:23). Those to whom the gospel is veiled
are spoken of as those who are perishing (2 Cor.
4:3). Before conversion one is spoken of as being
“dead through trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1, 5). He
is a slave of sin (John 8:34). But in conversion one
has died to sin (1 Pet. 2:24).

While there are more than 50 sin words in the
Hebrew Bible, some of the various aspects of sin are
revealed in three biblical words. We read of “Inig-
uity, transgression, and sin” (Ex.. 34:7). There first is
rebellion (pasa’; Greek: parabasis; English: “trans-
gression”) with the same word used that in secular
contexts speaks of political rebellion (Gen. 14:4; 1
Sam. 21:23; 2 Kings 18:7; 24:1). ”If you rebel
against my words” (Num. 20:24; 22:14; Deut. 1:26,
43; 9:23). There is the idea of breaking the law. “Sin
is transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4). The case of
Saul’s failure to destroy the Amalekites (1 Sam.,
15:1££.) should remind one that he can rebel when he
would excuse himself for his failure to obey and has
not thought he has rebelled.

Then there is the idea of missing the mark (hata’;
Greek: hamartia; English: “sin”) — of failing to be
what the Lord intended for one to be. In its secular
use, this word describes missing a target one is shoot-
ing at (Judges 20:16). The Lord is holy and he ex-
pects his people to be holy (Lev. 11:45).

‘Awon begins with Cain’s statement: “My pun-
ishment [iniquity] is greater than I can bear” (Gen.
4:13). The noun ‘awen is that which is crooked or
perverse. This term comes out in Greek as anomia
which means lawlessness or iniquity.

Terminology becomes important when Paul asks
the question, “Shall we continue in sin?” (Rom. 6:1).
He can offer the Corinthians the hypothetical picture
of being “yet in your sins” (1 Cor. 15:17). Being “in
sin” contrasts with being “in Christ.” Jesus warned the
Jews that unless they believed that he was the Christ
they would die in their sins (John 8:21, 24). People
sometimes argue that scripture does not speak of a
state of this or that sin. But it does know “continuing
in sin.” The one who commits sin is the slave of sin
(John. 8:34). From this slavery Christ frees (John
8:36).

Jeremiah, in describing Israel, presents the human
condition in rhetorical questions, “When men fall, do
they not rise again? If one turns away, does he not
return? Why then has this people turned away in per-
petual backsliding? They hold fast to deceit. They
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refuse to return (Jer. 8:4-5). Jeremiah contrasts the
migratory birds’ obedience to instinct with people’s
disobedience of the ordinances of the Lord (Jer. 8.7).

Scripture knows of sins “committed unwittingly”
(Lev. 4:2ff. 22:14; Num. 15:24). Paul, before con-
version had acted in ignorance (1 Tim. 1:13; cf. Eph.
4:18). People can deliberately ignore God’s revela-
tion (2 Pet. 3:5). People ignorant of the righteous-
ness that comes from God can seek to establish their
own and not submit to God’s righteousness (Rom.
10:3). Scripture knows of willful or deliberate sins
(Heb. 10:26). Whoever knows what is right to do
and fails to do it, for him it is sin (James 4:17).

There is the sin of unbelief (John 6:8-9). There is
the sin of presumption (Psa. 19:13). What does not
proceed from faith is sin (Rom. 14:23). Anger is as
murder (Matt. 5:21-22). The impure look is as adul-
tery (Matt. 5:27-28). Respect of persons is sin (James
2:9). In conversion one dies to sin (Rom. 6:2; 1 Pet.
2:24). All unrighteousness is sin (1 John. 5:17).

Personal problems among people are caused by
sin (James 4:1-4). Sin is traced to desire (James
1:15); there is the contrast between living by human
passions and by the will of God (1 Pet. 4:1-2).

Sin, even when it is an act with or against another
person is an offense against God. Joseph said to the
Egyptian woman, “How can I do this great wicked-
ness, and sin against God?” (Gen. 39:9). David said in
the Psalm, “Against you and you only, have I sinned
and done that which is evil in your sight” (Psa. 51:4).

Sin is personified as a power in both the Old Tes-
tament and the New Testament, starting with its
couching at the door in the Cain story (Gen. 4:7).
Sin is of the devil (1 John 3:8). One can be hardened
by the deceitfulness of sin (Heb. 3:13). There are the
temporary pleasures of sin (Heb. 11:25). Paul de-
scribes his own struggle with sin in Romans 7.

While the call of both the Old Testament and the
New Testament to people is to repent, the prospect
of rejection of offered forgiveness is also reckoned
with. Jesus spoke of many walking in the broad way
that leads to destruction (Matt. 7:13). Paul warns
that those who do the works of the flesh shall not in-
herit the kingdom of God (Gal. 5:1922).
~ Paul also warned of the Lord Jesus “being re-
vealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming
fire, inflicting vengeance upon those who do not
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. They shall

suffer the punishment of eternal destruction and ex-

clusion from the presence of the Lord and from the
glory of his might” (2 Thess. 1:8-9).
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The Apocalypse has its list of offenders destined
for the second death: “But as for the cowardly, the
faithless, the polluted, as for murderers, fornicators,
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their lot shall be in
the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is
the second death” (Rev. 21:8).

The zealous personal worker asked the man on
the street if he had found Christ. The retort was, “I
did not know that he was lost!” Indeed, Christ is not
lost; but the man out of Christ is lost and will remain

that way unless saved by Christ!
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Bible Translation and Doctrinal Error

JACK P. LEWIS

A very common assumption made by
brethren, likely the basis on which much
of the fear of modern versions rests, is
that one who advocates the use of con-
temporary versions of Scripture is advo-
cating the spread of false doctrine. We
can at least all agree that anyone who
teaches false doctrine, whether out of old
or out of new versions, is a dangerous
person; but to make the assumption that
to favor modern translations is to favor
false doctrine is to draw a conclusion
that does not follow from the premises on
which the assumption rests.

One does not assume that a brother who
nrefers the use of the KJV is advocating
that people observe Easter (Aects 12:3);
one assumes that such a brother will tell
his hearers that the word should be “pass-
over.” One does not assume that such
a brother will teach <Calvinistic conclu-
sions from “The Lord added to the church
daily those that should be saved” (Acts
2:47); from “You cannot do what ye
would” (Gal 5:17); or from “If any fall
away . . .” (Heb. 10:38). One does not
assume that he would teach total con-
sumption in communion from the words
“Drink ve all of it” (Matt. 26:27),
though the unlearned sometimes have.

One will not suppose that one using
the KJV will teach that we ought to be
odd or strange because of “peculiar pen-
ple” (Titus 2:14; 1 Peter 2:9), thouch
many men have at times done so; that he
will teach that the turtle makes a noise
because of ‘“the voice of the turtle” of
Song of Solomon 2:12, though men have
even written books trying to prove it;
that he will teach that it was actually a
“whale” (Matt. 12:40) which swallowed
Jonah, when the original does not desig-
nate a specific species of fish; or that
he will insist that an animal called the
“unicorn’” (Num. 23:29: Job 89:9,10; Ps.
29:6; 92:10) when the original word
re’em means the wild ox, actually existed.

One does not suppose that he will ar-
gue that we should be offensive to all be-
cause of James 3:2. “for in many things
we offend all”; or that he will teach that
the dead go to hell because his version of
the Bible translates “sheol” and “hades”
as “hell.”” He might teach that “sheol” is
“the grave” since the KJV has that ren-
deving of “sheol” 84 times; but one hopes
that he will not. It is to be hoped that
he would not teach that the Israelites
“borrowed” things from the Egyptians
(Ex. 3:22; 11:2) not intending to return
them.

In a like way, one does not assume that
one who prefers the ASV will argue that
we should hope in someone in addition to
Jesus from the misplaced “only” in 1
Corinthians 15:19: “If we have only
hoped in Christ . . .”; or that he will in-
sist that there was doubt in Paul’s mind
about Jesus’ being the Christ because he
is said to have been “opening and alleg-
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ing that it behooved the Christ to suffer”
(Acts 17:38).

In all of these and other like cases that
can be accumulated, one would assume
that a person would inform himself of
the true teaching of the Bible by either
consulting the orviginal languages or by
consulting reliable commentaries so that
he can teach the truth. Why, then, should
one assume that erroneous teaching is
the inevitable consequence of the use of
modern versions? Have the preachers
lost their ability to explain? Have the
commentators lost their ability to com-
ment? Have the people lost their power
of discernment?

A problem quite comparable to those
iust described faces the reader of every
translation. There are no perfect trans-
lations. They are all made by uninspired
men and therefore all have some errors
in them. The problem of translations is
not that some people have perfect trans-
Jations setting forth only perfect doc-
trinal teaching while other people are
urging upon us imperfect ones containing
doctrinal error. All translations have
problems in them. That a translation
checks out to one’s liking in a dozen or so
favorite passages does not guarantee that
it is an accurate translation when exam-
ined in its entirety.

The person who prefers to use a cur-
rent translation is not advocating that
the church adopt any doctrinal error it
may contain. He is merely saying that
the gain in accuracy because of the use
of earlier manuscript materials and the
use of archaeological and linguistic ma-
terials and the gain in understandability
outweigh the problems created by the list
of those few verses which contain er-
roneous translation. He is saying, “I
prefer to have to wrestle with this list
of errors rather than with the list that
can be accumulated for the old versions.”
He thinks that we should get errors cor-
rected in the versions where we can.
‘Where we cannot, we should alert people
to their existence so that they will not be
led astray by them.

The actual fact is that the list of er-
rors which our people have accumulated
in modern versions (serious as some
cases are) is small beside that which was
accumulated in the King James Version
in the last century by Alexander Camp-
bell, Jacob Creath, Jr., J. W. McGarvey,
Moses E. Lard, Robert Milligan, and oth-
ers of the Restoration Movement who ad-
vocated Bible revision. It is even
smaller compared with the lists published
by Trench, Lightfoot, Westcott, Eadie,
Schaff, and others, who prepared either
the Revised Version or the American
Standard Version. Their charges have
stood unrefuted in some cases for almost
a hundred years. The man who asserts
that there are no doctrinal problems in

the use of the King James Version is as-
serting a falsehood.

It is this simple fact which exposes the
fallacy of those brethren who are threat-
ening division of the church if all do not
conform to their preference in Bible ver-
sions. The version one uses is not the
major question. What one is teaching
out of it is the significant thing. De-
nominational preachers have used the
KJV and the ASV, but that did not guar-
antee that they taught truth. Would one
withdraw fellowship from a brother who
read from a Scofield Bible? It has the
KJV text but is replete with dispensa-
tional premillennial notes. If he ex-
nounded the notes as truth, that would
be a different question.

While some persons would favor an ef-
fort to force neople to conform to their
preference in the version matter, a wiser
program would be to educate penple to
choose the good and refuse the evil. Cen-
sorship has never worked over any period
of time. In the modern world one is not
likely to succeed in prohibiting people
from readine any material. Put a book
on the forbidden list and people will buy
it all the more. One can create a false
ideal of the past in which he imagines
that there was not a multiplicity of ver-
sions, but he is only reflecting his lack
of knowledge. There were about 500 pri-
vate English translations issued between
1611 and 1885. One can wish that the
multitude of translations might go way,
but in doing so. he becomes as the os-
trich hiding his head in the sand. They
will not go away; on the contrary. there
are going to be more of them. We are
not going to succeed in a movement to go
back to an imaginarv age of only one
translation. Our problem is how to live
in a world that has a multiplicity of En-
glish translations.

It is not enough to ask if a passage of
Seripture can be understood by the per-
son who has spent a lifetime studying
Seripture. The translator also has to ask
if his work is likely to be misunderstood.
The air traffic control came to realize
that their order, “Taxi inte vosition to
take off” could possibly refleet in the
pilot’s mind that he had perinission to
take off. Hence thev changed the order
to “Taxi into position and hold.” He
could not confuse that with clearance to
take off. Men’s lives were at stake and
no chances could be taken. A translation
must be understandable. Men’s souls are
at stake.

Whyeliffe’s translation was a modern
speech translation for its day; but the
change of language has made it largely
obscure to the current reader. When the
point arrives at which the language of a
translation has reached the noint of suffi-
cient obscurity that it should be replaced
is a matter of judgment. It is inevitable
that some would feel it has been reached
before others become conscious of it. Tol-
erance and charity for a difference of
opinion, rather than drawing lines of fel-
lowship, is the need of our time.

(Continued on page 11)
FIRM FOUNDATION—JUNE 7, 1977



_r THE DEVIL MADE ME DO IT!

e e e e —e e e ———— e e e e e —

X

R e -

(Continued from page 5)

but does not remove it. 2. Some persons
may have a greater temptation to sin at
a given moment than at another. 3. But
for a Christian, 1 Corinthians 10:13 is al-
ways true, “There hath no temptation
taken you but such as man can bear; but
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to
be tempted above that ye are able to en-
dure it.” 4. 1 John 1:9,10 is also true,
“If we say we have mno sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”
And, “If we say that we have not sinned,
we make him a liar, and his word is not
in us.”

But those statements have to do with
general and universal truths, and do not
refer to a specific situation. For ex-
ample, when Saul obeyed Ananias as re-
corded in Acts 22:16, to “arise and be
baptized and wash away your sins,” he
could have said, “I have no sin” without
deceiving himself or being a liar. 5. Ro-
mans 6:23 is also a general universal
truth, “For all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God.” But it does
not deal with various specific situations,
such as a little child, or whether we have
such a weak and “sinful nature” that we
must sin on any specific occasion,

So, we must conclude that although the
revelation of God coincides with the uni-
versal experience of mankind that all sin,
there is no occasion on which we do sin
that we can properly say, “My nature is
such that I found it necessary to sin.”

One other question deserves our atten-
tion. Did not the fact that Christ had a
divine nature as well as a human one
give him an ability to overcome sin that
we do not have? Does not this explain
the fact that he lived without sin and we
do not? There is nothing in the Bible
that suggests that, as far as I know. On
the other hand, the Bible suggests that
we may become partakers of the divine
nature (2 Peter 1:4), that we are pro-
tected from undue temptation (1 Cor. 10:
13) and that he was “tempted in all
points as we are“ (Heb. 4:15). We con-

clude, therefore, that there was nothing
special in his divine nature that made
him impervious to sin, but that his great-
er ability to overcome sin than ours was
in his greater willingness to make every
decision in terms of what his Father
wanted.

No doubt he could see with
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of the beautiful, that is fluid awith thought
and emotion where beauty is a spiritual
thing, @ matter of the soul corrective of evil
and directive to that which is good.

Notice: June 6-17 is the date of the Foun-
dation School of Church Music. We are
look ng forward to reunion of students and
meeting many new ones who will help us

“make this session the largest and best in

the history of the school. Send applications
to Reuel Lemmons, Box 610, Austin, TX
78767.

O
0

COWARDS OR LION TAMERS?
(Continued from page 3)
into the deep just a little bit, though,
and the coward is up in arms, afraid
that his comfortable, do-nothing existence
is about to be interrupted.

What the church must have is more
lion tamers. Sure there are problems,
but where there is a problem there is a
solution. When we work together to
solve our problems we feel a sense of ac-
complishment that the coward is never
privileged to experience. Problems are
usually not as big as we think, and the
problems certainly can be overcome. A
sign in a friend's office reads: “Lord,
make me know that I won’t face a prob-
lem today that you and I can’t handle.”
Now that’s great! Let’s be lion tamers.
Let the cowards hide.

711 N. 2nd, Lufkin, TX 75901

BIBLE TRANSLATION AND DOCTRINAL
ERROR
(Continued from page 4)

Communication is one of the areas
where current translations are most val-
uable. They are more understandable to
the current reader who has not previously
been initiated into Bible language by a
lifetime of reading. While we all think
Taylor’s Living Bible Paraphrased is a
bad paraphrase (it does not pretend to be
a translation at all and should not be
treated as one), its immense popularity
says something that we should be hear-
ing. It says that the American public

greater clarity than we the advantages
and disadvantages of obedience or dis-
obedience. But so can different human
beings who live closer to God than others.
106 Terrace Lane, Woodbury, TN 37190

CUSHIONS FOR

FLOWERS CUSHION SERVICE

[

CHURCH PEWS

At prices you can afford.
Comfort and Beauty.

Contact us for free estimate,

P. O. Box 587, Keene, Texas 76059
Phone 817 MI 5-9203

feels the need of a translation easier for
them to understand than the King James
is. Shall we furnish them one that does
not have the errors of Taylor’s work in
it, or shall we turn a deaf ear to their
cry?

Harding Graduate School of Religion,
Memphis, TN 38117

PROFESSIONAL PLANNING
for
CHURCH BUILDINGS

Christian Builders Inc.
P. 0. Box 571, Breniwood, TN 37027
Phane (615) 373-3084
Charles C. Brewer

DESIGN

W. D. Brewer
® CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT

COME WITH US

to
THE BRITISH ISLES
England, Wtles, Scotland, Ireland
July 25, 1977
Send for Brochure

Jack P. Lewis

Harding Graduate School of Religion
1000 Cherry Rd., Memphis, Tenn, 38117

Phone: Days (901) 761-1350 Night 683-1678

A TRULY GREAT HYMNAL

+r Spiritual v Well Arranged
¥r Durable v Every Song
¢ Beautiful a Jewel

THE MAJESTIC HYMNAL NO. 2 is the
answer to a demand for a durable, usable
song book. It comprises the best collec-
tion of spiritual songs ever assembled.
Send for a returnable copy for examination.
Blue or tan bimding: $2.25 per copy,
any quantity

— — — Clip and mail today — — —

FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE
Box 610, Austin, Texas 78767

| enclose $oe . Please send
... copies of The Majestic Hymnal No.
2 in blue....... {7 D— binding at $2.25
per copy. (Texas residents add 5% sales
tax.)
Name
Address
City
State Zip
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Bring the Books and the Parchments

JACK P. LEWIS

A serious lack in most Christian homes today is that of ade-
quate supplementary helps for the most profitable Bible study.
ur Bible school teachers do not have at their disposal the
. __vols they need to do their task well. In many cases Barnes,
Clark, and Johnson still are heavily depended upon. Since these
books were published, however, marvelous events have happened
in Biblical study, knowledge of which each teacher should have
at his command. Archaeological discovery has furnished us a
wealth of illustrative material never before at the disposal of
any previous generation of Biblical students. Why deprive
yourself and those you teach of their birthright?

Contemporaneously with this boon of new discovery the pub-
lishing trade has gone heavily into cheap paper backed editions
which bring good books into the price range of any family.
You can have your own copy of the books you need. If you
are buying for the church library, I would urge hard backed
editions due to their durability. But for private use the cheap
paper back will outlast the use you will give it and you can
build a sizeable collection for little money. If you do wear it
out, you can afford another one.

A Thirty Dollar Library in Biblical Archaeology

The following list of books will make a marvelous difference
in your knowledge if you will read them. They are not neces-
sarily the best books in the field of Biblical Archaeology, but
they are arequate and informative, they can be understood by
the non-expert, and all of them are cheap. None of them costs
more than $3.75. The whole list will cost you only thirty dol-
lars. Order them from the college bookstores or from your
own book dealer. Do not order them from me. I am not selling
books. Make your own terms by ordering them at the rate
you want to pay. The publisher and his order number for the

findividual books have been included for your convenience.
1. Bible Geography:
G. A, Smith, Hiaterical Geography of the Holy Land. Har-
per and Rowe, TB/138. $8.75.
H. G. May, Oxford Bible Atlas.
ford University Press. $2.50.
2. Anthologies of Documents:
D. W. Thomas, Documents from Old Testament Times. Har-
per and Rowe, TB/85. $1.76.
G. Vermes, The Dead Sea Scrolls in English. Pelican, A
551, $1.25.
8. Expositions:
W. F. Albright, The Archaeology of Palestine.
199. $1.25.
F. M. Cross, Jr., The Ancient Library of Qumran. Double-
day, Anchor, A 272. $1.45.
C. F. Pfeiffer, Tel el Amarna and the Bible. Baker Book

Oxford Bible Atlas. Ox-

Pelican. A

House. $1.50.

C. F. Pfeiffer, Ras Shamra and the Bible. Baker Book
House. $1.50.

C. F. Pfeiffer, Jerusalem through the Ages. Baker Book
House. $1.50.

R. Girgshman, Iran. Pelican. A. 839. $1.96.

A. K. Helmbold, The Nag Hammadi Gneostic Texts and the
Bible. Baker Book House. $1.50.

John Grey, Archaeology and the Old Testament World. Har-
per and Rowe. TB/127. $1.95.

George Steindorf and K. C. Seele, When Egypt Ruled the
East, University of Chicago. Phoenix. P 125. $2.25.

C. L. Wooley, Ur of Chaldees. Norton. N 301. $1.55.

W. F. Albright, The Biblical Period from Abraham to Ezra.
Harper and Rowe. TB/102. $1.45.

K. M. Kenyon, Archaeology in the Holy Land. Praeger.
PPS-43. $2.45.

If you are interested in the development of your own mind,
that of your children, and that of those you teach, you can
afford books.

Keeping up to Date

Archaeological opinions are subject to continuous revision.
Positions advocated at one time may be abandoned with addi-
tional study. One often hears the uninformed making claims
that the experts have long since abandoned. Annually new
discoveries are made that are important for Biblical study.
Quickly books in the area go out of date. The Biblical Archae-
ologist to which you may subseribe for only $3.00 a year (126
Inman Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts) is designed to inform
the non-specialist about what is going on in the world of dis-
covery. You would find it interesting and helpful.

Harding Graduate School of Religion, Memphis, Tenn.

"All of My Children Go to Sunday School”

HUGO McCORD

An agnostic mother, Anne Hobson Freeman, thought that
her children should be brought up without faith in any religion,
and did her best to keep ideas of God from them. But in the
practical matters of everyday living, of having answers for
children’s questions, she now acknowledges, against her will,
that she has been forced to change her practice, and she now
has resolved, “I'm going to see that all of my children go to
Sunday School.” As she kicked against the pricks, as she
fought the need of God in human lives, she could find no way
to solve her children’s problems without resorting to “old-fash-
ioned answers.” As reported in This Week (January 19, 1969)
she remarks:

As T struggled to cope with these questions, honestly
but affirmatively, I began to see that a young child has
to have some kind of God or personalization of the mys-
teries surrounding birth and death and the indestructible
force of love. He needs this to cope with his fear of
death and, perhaps even more important, he needs it to
be fully responsive to love.

The questions of children led Mrs. Freeman to a conclusion
she never thought possible:

For after all is said and done, religion, is a storehouse
of a special kind of wisdom, 2 non-scientific wisdom, the
wisdom of the human heart. This is my children’s heri-,
tage which I have no right to deny them, this wisdom that
was acquired through the ages by men who had the cour-
age to probe into the stubborn mysteries swrrounding the
gift of life, the hard fact of death and the immortal qual-
ity of love.

Do you know where your children are? at Sunday School

time? Mrs. Freeman has a compelling reason. Do you have
a better and a more compelling reason for taking your chil-
dren?

Where Our Colleges Are—Thank God—Failing—(From p. 88)
ficiency of “our colleges” in training our young men in the
following areas: how to lead a sit in, how to light a draft
card from one'’s cigarette, ten steps to successful lobbying, and
five curse words which every “Church of Christ preacher”
should have in his vocabulary.

If we are failing in these areas, we might get The Southern
Christian Leadership Conference to loan us “Rev.” Abernathy
for a few weeks to give us a crash course in some of these
areas. We might even get Pope Paul to release “Father” Grop-
pi to our service to give us some really expert advice. If we
can’t get either of these two distinguished agitators, perhaps
we can get The National Council of Churches to recommend
someone to instruct us in the fine points of successful pastoring
—excuse me, ministering. Frederick, Md. 21701



The Power of Negative Preaching

Paul told Timothy to “preach
the word; be urgent in season, out
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort,
with all longsuffering and teach-
ing” (2 Tim. 4:2). The word trans-
lated by our word “reprove”
means, “to put to proof, test, con-
vict, refute, confute, detect, lay
bare, expose” (Harper’s Analytical
Greek Lexicon, p. 131). The word
translated by our word “rebuke”
means, “to set a value upon: to
assess a penalty: to allege as a
crimination; chide, censure, rebuke,
reprimand” (Harper, p. 162). The
word translated by our word
“exhort” means, “invite to come,
exhort, admonish, persuade, beg,
beseech, entreat, implore” (Harper,
p. 303).

The preaching Paul called for
involves positive and negative
elements. There is a time for com-
fort and consolation and there is a
time for exposure and warning.

by Mac Deaver

Gospel preachers must preach the
whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27).

Preaching cannot consist of
commendations only. The whole
counsel of God will not be preached
if preachers simply tell brethren
how wonderful they are, and praise
them without end for their faith-
fulness. Fidelity should not go
unnoticed, but preaching must
consist of more than this. It must
include rebuke and reproof! A
congregation whose sole pulpit diet
is personal praise -is under an
€normous curse.

A wife can tell her husband that
he is wonderful and she loves him
dearly, but if he does not get nutri-
tious food at meal time, he will
starve.

Paul warned the Ephesian dis-
ciples night and day with tears
(Acts 20:31). If brethren do not
think that warning is needed, they
either do not know what the

Scriptures demand, or they do not
know men, or both. Danger is
constant and at times becomes
severe. To fail to warn men of
danger when danger is present is
dereliction of duty.

There is a time to identify false
teachers and, perhaps, apostate
congregations (2 Tim. 2:16-18).

The prophets of old preached
God’s word. They would at times
talk of a blessed past and future,
but would censure their contem-
poraries for present apostasy, if
there was a need (cf., Isa. 9:13-21;
Jer. 18:1-12; Ezek. 16:6-14; Isa.
2:24).

May God raise up more faithful
preachers who are not afraid to
speak out against that which is
wrong, and who would be afraid
to fail so to do.

7401 Glenhaven Path
Austin, TX 78737

E

“But What Is One Among

There are about one hundred
million Arabic speaking people in
the world. But as far as we know,
there is only one native Arabic
speaking preacher trying to reach
these people—Raji Stephen in
Jerusalem.

Raji Stephen, a native of the
Jerusalem area, was educated in
Beirut to be an accountant, but
was taught the gospel by Bob
Douglas and then trained in the
Beirut Bible School. He was
further taught by John Crosslin to
whom he seved as interpreter in
Jerusalem. American missionaries
have come and gone, but Raji
stayed on. Now sponsored by the
congregation in Rockledge, Florida,
Raji works through correspon-
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by Jack Lewis

dence lessons and personal and
public teaching.

While the Arab people are the
most hospitable people, work
among Jerusalem Arabs has special
frustrations. Arabs have strong
family ties, making it hard for
them to break from their family
religions. For a Muslim to convert
to Christianity, could put both the
teacher and the convert into
physical danger.

Jerusalem has representatives of
almost every group in Christendom
trying to win converts. The divided
approach results in the people’s
being practically immune to any
approach. When there is a rock
throwing incident between the
people’s home and the church

So Many?”

building, road blocks make it
impossible for them to come to
service that night. The political
situation, with its occupation of
their territory and the problems it
brings, is very discouraging to the
Arab people.

Over the years, about 150 people
have been baptized in the Arab
congregation in Jerusalem. Many
of these have since gone to other
Arab countries to work, many have
migrated to America, and some
have fallen away. Current atten-
dance figures do not represent
fairly what has been or can be

accomplished. P.O. Box 417
Rockledge, FL 32955
E




GOME WITH US
MISSIONARY
JOURNEY OF PAUL

JACK P. LEWIS
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Jet Cruise
INVITES YOU Departures from Memphis and Dallas $989.
July 14-26, 1973
Visit Greece, Turkey, Lebanon, Syria, Israel, and Cyprus
Featuring
ON SHIPBOARD LECTURESHIP ON BIBLE LANDS *

1. Paulin:Corinth: | SL40 1t sle i prpntmael cnsa i . o Jerry Jones

2 E5The Thiill ‘of Discovers: 00N Sl it i o budlbiie o o Bl ol e e Jack P. Lewis

Pt TP IIIIDB o oo AR 0o L R0 A el 460 ) 3 oot naiaimsimte 1 g P. D. Wilmeth

1 PaulsiLotter 1o hePRIBRIANS - vvuumionls. o1 nrivkosmis = % w5 siatmsase e Jack W. Hawkins

5. Pergamum Where Satan’s Throneis . . ... ................. Jack P. Lewis

8. PauliniEphesus " el vtk Coh s heond ol ek i Finis Caldwell, Jr.

7. Pall s Epistletsthe Epheslans w i s I ovalitva i i v ¢ smssrad 2 B. E. Bawcom

8. Ephesusthe: City of DIaNa « o & cenv e @ 5 o sleieiais 5 5 5 7.5 shieieis i Jack P. Lewis

9. John's Letter to the ChurchinSmyrna. . . . ... ............. Jerrie W. Barber
10. Johnand thelsleof Patmos . .. ........... ... Jack P. Lewis
11 arsusi— NosMean Gty .5 e s Al L B o Jack P. Lewis
120 The:Churchiin ABLIBCN. . = 5 o 20esa8 5 8w w eoemeris o v = 0L Glendol Grimes
13. Baalbek — A Roman City of Idolatry . . . . ................ Jack P. Lewis
14. Galilee and the Israelites . ..« e v v v ommman oo swommaas Furman Kearley
15, Jesus:in Galilee " 5btit 0 S a9 SO a R S O B s s Kenneth W. Adams
16. From GalileetoJerusalem . . . .. ... ..ot it Jack P. Lewis
12 ThelDead SeaiSerolls, suiu e sy lersaion vyarcissiostatea 2 3 eemie s & Harvey Porter
18. Caesarea the City of Herodthe Great . ................... Jack P. Lewis
19. The:Ehareh inithe-ArabtWorld: W 315 s i s v s st n s = Carl Matheny
20: Geography, of Bible Landsi: ;s s e e v 8l s s . s Jack P. Lewis
21. Information Exptosion in the PaulineWorld . ... ........... Jack P, Lewis
22. The Bible, The Stones, and Men . ... ...........c0uuuuu.. Jack P. Lewis

* Tentative Speakers

Hosted by: Kenneth B. Adams, Darrell Austin, Jerrie W. Barber, B. E. Bawcom, Finis Caldwell, Jr., Royce D.
Clay, Walter Gettings, David V. Fultz, Russell Gleaves, Glendol Grimes, Donald M. Edwards, W. T. Hamilton,
W. D. Harris, Jack W. Hawkins, M. A. Hendrickson, Henry Herren, Furman Kearley, Corine McKinney, J. Donald
Mash, Carl P. Matheny, Harvey Porter, Will Ed. Warren, P. D. Wilmeth, Jack Zorn.

SEE THE HOLY LAND WITH OTHER CHRISTIANS

Tour Arrangements by Wholesale Tours International, Inc. NYC — Jack P, Lewis, District Representative—
1132 So. Perkins Road, Memphis, Tennessee 38117 — Phone (901) 683-1678 — 767-4831.

CONTACT ME FOR YOUR TOUR NEEDS
@ WHOLESALE TOURS INTERNATIONAL, INC.



Confused Holy Spint?

JACK P. LEWIS

According to a report in the Memphis
Commercial Appeal, Saturday, June 10,
1978, Spencer W. Kimball, president of
the Mormon Church, while in prayer in
the Mormon temple in Salt Lake City,
received a direct revelation from God re-
versing a policy of 148 years’ standing—
dating back to Joseph Smith and the
founding of the church—which excluded
black men from the Mormon priesthood.
Through all these years black men,
though accepted for membership, have not
been able to enter the temples, perform
religious ordinances, or hold administra-
tive positions within the church. Other
races (Orientals, American Indians, Poly-
nesians, etc.) could participate, but not
blacks, While other Mormons could be
married for eternity—one of the im-
portant attractions of Mormon life as
seen by the Mormons—blacks were ex-
cluded.

The teaching of Joseph Smith, founder
-of the Mormon movement, established the
policy which had excluded the blacks on
the assumption that they bore the “curse
of Cain.” It should not have taken a
revelation to demonstrate that Smith was
in error. First, in the Bible, although
Cain is cursed (Gen. 4:11), the mark is
set on him to protect him from those who
would murder him (Gen. 4:15); it was
not to handicap him. It is pure specula-
tion, for which there is not the slightest
biblical hint, that the mark has any racial

The Importance of Truth in Religion

Imagine that your child is vomiting,
delirious, and running a dangerously high
fever. You rush him to the hospital, and
three doctors examine him thoroughly and
come to you in the waiting room. Dr.
Adams says, “Your child has bacterial
meningitis and must be put into isolation
and treated with strong antibiotics im-
mediately, or he will die within 24
hours.” Dr. Baker says, “Your child has
a ‘bug’ and simply needs an injection to
bring his fever down. I suggest that you
take him home and try not to worry
about him anymore.” Then Dr. Charles
says, “Well, there are two different ideas
about your son’s condition from two re-
spected men of medicine. Who am I to
say who is right? I suggest that we be
guided by love, respect each other’s
opinions, and not make an issue of this
matter.”

What would be your reaction to such
an absurd situation? I dare say you would
not be satisfied with such a “solution”
to the problem if it were your child’s life
at stake? You would insist on knowing the
truth about his condition and exactly the
best treatment for it. You would not be
content to grant each man his opinion
and then let everyone walk away while
your child lay dying!

Our generation puts a premium on
knowing the truth. At least, we do in the
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implications. Furthermore, there is not
the slightest reason to connect Cain’s
descendants with the Africans.

While the rest of us have also been
guilty of racial discrimination, it did not
take an additional special revelation to
demonstrate that it was wrong. The Holy
Spirit had made that clear by what he
had led Peter to say at the house of
Cornelius (Acts 10:34, 86). It was just
our own perverseness that made us un-
willing to accept the teaching and its im-
plications. If people accepted the revela-
tion the Spirit has already given, they
would not have to be seeking after
special revelations,

Human religion frequently has to re-
verse its teaching to correct errors it
taught before; and this is not the first
time the Mormons have done so, claiming
revelation for the change. They dropped
plural marriage when the United States
government put pressure upon them.

Who knows, given another 148 years
the Holy Spirit might instruet the Mor-
mons that the use of water on the Lord’s
table, which it granted them the right to
use when they were crossing the desert
to Utah, is inferior to the use of the
fruit of the vine which the Lord used
when he instituted the Supper. If the
Women’s Liberation movement continues
its pressure, the Mormons might receive
a revelation authorizing the termination
of its policies of discrimination against
women.

It must be confusing to have the Holy
Spirit changing its mind!

Harding Graduate School of Religion,

Memphis, TN 88117

RUBEL SHELLY

realms of medicine, engineering, mathe-
matics, history, government, etc. Why is it
different when we come to spiritual
matters?

Mr. Adams says, “There is a God.” Mr.
Brown says, “There is no God.” Mr.
Charles says, “Gentlemen, let us be guided
by love and respect each other’s opin-
ions!” If this illustration seems a bit
far-fetched, what about this one? Mr.
Adams says, “A man must be immersed
in water in order to be saved.” Mr. Brown
says, “Baptism is not necessary for sal-
vation.” Mr. Charles says, “Gentlemen, let
us be guided by love and respect each
other’s opinions. Both of you think your-
selves right, but nobody can really know
who is right.”

If men cannot know spiritual truth, the
Bible is both meaningless and useless
as a divine revelation. In fact, it is not a
“revelation” at all if it is impossible for
men to understand it.

Jesus said that men could know the
truth (not merely seek it) and be made
free by it (John 8:32). Paul declared him-
self a friend to the Galatian Christians
because he had told them the truth (Gal.
4:16). The church is said to be “the pillar
and ground of the truth” (1 Tim, 3:15).

The Bible presupposes both the exist-
ence of objective truth and man’s ability

(Continued on page 11)

Breaking the Alabaster Box

ROSS W. DYE

When a woman broke an alabaster box
of very precious ointment, and poured it
on the Lord’s head, Jesus said, “She hath
wrought a good work upon me” (Matt.
26:10).

What kind of good work was this? No
one was fed, clothed or housed. No one
was converted. No false doctrine was
overturned or truth vindicated. No evil
was overcome. Nothing that is considered
utilitarian was done. Judas observed that
no tangible accomplishment was made,
and he complained. Then Jesus said, “She
hath wrought a good work.”

The Greek word here means, according
to Thayer, praiseworthy, noble.” Such a
work is commendable, excellent, suitable.
One of the general meanings of this word
is beautiful or pleasing. Some people
think only in terms of practical value,
but Jesus appreciates also the intangible
good or the beautiful thought. In this
case, the precious ointment was a token
of a sympathetic concern and a kind
thought.

Flowers, for the most part, are not
utilitarian, The centerpiece on the table
cannot be eaten. A painting hanging in
a room cannot insulate the wall. Perfume
does not protect the body from the ele-
ments. There are many things which are
not strictly necessary, but they still may
be very desirable.

This would be a drab world indeed if
no one regarded beauty. And do we really
want to banish the tokens of our thoughts
as represented by the precious ointment?
An expression of sympathy when a friend
has lost a loved one cannot change the
fact of death. Shall we omit going to
funerals and the like because we see no
practical results of it? Judas would say
so, but not Jesus.

Breaking the alabaster box is a good
work. It is indicative of tender compas-
sion, care and love. It betokens an enter-
ing into and sharing the sufferings, joys,
burdens and triumphs of others. In a way,
the alabaster box represents the greatest
of all alms. One can give to the poor
without really sympathizing with them.
One could preach to sinners and argue
for truth and right without any real con-
cern. The missing ingredient so often is
that deep heartfelt care about others
that Jesus commended and saw in the
alabaster box.

Sometimes there are emotions too deep
to be articulated. When speech is inade-
quate to express what we want to com-
municate, we can often say all that needs
to be said by a look, a touch, or by just
being present. But this is a good work
not as widely recognized for its im-
portance as it ought to be. Maybe one
reason why it is negected is the fact that
it requires involvement with others. It is
easier to give money, or stand on cere-
mony, or do some moralizing than it is to/aﬁ
enter into another’s sorrows. Breaking the
alabaster box is a good work, if behind
it is a tender heart.

Box 1036, Falls Church, VA 22041
FIRM FOUNDATION—AUGUST 15, 1978
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Tuesday, November 16, 1948

G. H. P. SHOWALTER, Editer

EDITORIAL

DO Y"OU KNOW THE MEMBERS OF YOUR OWN
CONGREGATION?

Christianity is, if anything, social in its means and
methods of dissemination. In a world where there
is so much that is vain, false and deceptive, the con-
fidence of people must be enlisted before they will be
changed in thought, feeling and relationship. People
of sound judgment are often distrustful of any one
who may approach them on any new doctrine, simply
because they have been unfavorably impressed by
many unworthy claims and contentions. They are
suspicious of new things and of strange teachers. To
have an influence with people for either right or
wrong it is necessary to become acquainted with or
well known to them. The same secret of conquering
influence applies among those who have already be-
come Christians. Of the Jerusalem church it was
said: “They were all together and had all things
common.” The first part of this passage should con-
vey a message of importance to each child of God.
How often it happens that persons are baptized in a
locality where there is a strong chureh of Christ, and
no member of the church enters into a state of inti-
mate acquaintance with those who have newly taken
upon themselves the name of Christ!

This matter of friendly acquaintance, its influence
and effect, is abundantly illustrated all around us. In
such civie clubs as the Rotarians, Kiwanians, Business
Men's League, ete., special effort is made to form
ready acquaintance among the different members of
the clubs. In this way they seek to build up an at-
tachment for one another, and to enlarge the scope
and extent of their influence and work. They seek
to be sufficiently well acquainted with one another
to talk to one another rather in the style of “Bill”
and “Tom” and “Dan” and “Joe” than in more un-
familiar and distant terms of “Mr. Jones” or “Mr.
Smith” or “Mr. Brown.” They have luncheons and
receptions and entertainments, and “meets” of various
kinds, all of which are intended as a means of prompt-
ing attachments and friendships among their mem-
bership. Strong efforts are made by these various
clubs to see that each member is in attendance. They

want, and strive to secure, as far as possible, the at-

tendance at these social gatherings, of all their mem-
bers.
So it should be among the people of God. Many
' times there are disagreements beecause members do
“not understand one another. I suspect that nine-
tenths of the actual troubles and disagreements among
members would vanish “if they only understood.” I
am of the opinion, also, that a large percentage of
back-slidings might be prevented if a close and inti-
mate acquaintance was maintained among all the mem-
bers of the household of God of any one locality. They
should not only meet together on the first day of the
week, but should, like the Jerusalem church, be “all
together” on other frequent occasions. There should
be as much exercise and as much concern when some
of the members of this “divine family” are missing
as there is when a.member of our family is missing
at night from the home without the knowledge of the
other members, ,or without explanation of absence.
That such intimate and proper and infiuential ac-
quaintance does not persist among God’s people, and
that there are, for this very reason, serious faults
and failings among the members, must be clear to all
who closely observe. It is not only a matter neglect-
ed, but one that is very seriously neglected, and to
the very serious injury of the cause of Christ, and
the success of the operation of truth among the peo-
ple. That it was not so in primitive times is manifest
to all who have given the matter careful study. Dur-
ing New Tesixment times, and during the early his-
tory of the church, we are impressed with the deep
attachment formed by the members one for another,
as a result of their intimate knowledge of each other’s
condition, socially, morally, financially and in other
ways—all derived from exercise of their social rela-
tionship one to another. This is one point in which
the churches of Christ today could make improve-
ment. It is one place where even a small amount of
improvement would result in a very great influence
 for the cause of primitive Christianity, and one of
the reasons why the denominational churches of the
day are more successful in many instances in secur-
ing a concert of action on the part of their members,
is that those very matters are not neglected by their
people as they are today neglected by those who claim
to be the churches of Christ after the apostolic order.

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM MANY SOURCES BRING FIRST
BUILDING IN THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
NEARER TO REALIZATION

During August and September, Jack P. Lewis visited
churches in behalf of the work in Providence, speaking at
the following eighteen places: ¢

August 22nd, Tuscaloosa, Alabama; 25th, Chlaho{m, Mont-
gomery, Alabama; 26th, Finley Avenue, Montgomery, Ala-
bama; 29th, Morning, Panama Street, Monigomery, Alabama;
29th, Evening, Highland Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama;

September 1st, New London, Texas; 5th, San Augustine, Tex-
as; 8th, 6th Street, Port Arthur, Texas; 9th, Marshall, Texas;
14th, Throckmorton, Texas; 15th, Stamford, Texas; 16th,
Midlothian, Texas; 17th, Cleburne, Texas; 19th, Morning,
Calmont Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas; 19th, Evening, Arling-
ton Heights, Fort Worth, Texas; 21st, Conroe, Texas; and
22nd, Batesville, Arkansas.

A great deal of interest was shown in every city in re-
ligious conditions of Rhode Island. A total of $1,166.48 was
contributed for the cause, including some funds expressly
designated to aid in the expenses of raising the money, but
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not including regular contributions previously promised. Oth-
er single and monthly contributions were pledged. This
interest is of greatest encouragement to the people in the
field. One young man in Texas expressed his desire to
move to Providence and work for the church if employment
can be secured for him.

The church in Midlothian contributed thirty-five used coples
of Christian Hymns to supplement those now being used.

Providence, a city of 253,000, had no congregation before
the war. TFor the past five years, meetings, have been held
in the Sheraton-Biltmore Hotel.- Beginning with an entirely
transient membership and working under the handicap of
complete lack of facilities, progress has been made to give
fifteen permanent members. Numerous Navy people are con-
stantly coming and going to give a similar number at this
time.

While work with adults has moved slowly, success with
children is most encouraging throughout the Northeast
today. In each city children come to summer classes readily
and through them adults are often won.

Lewis reported that Providence is planning to secure a
lot and erect a suitable building for vacation Bible school
work with children as soon as possible. The fleld is great!
The building fund total is now $4,200.25. More is needed.
All contributions above current operating expenses are placed
in the building fund. The church in Huntsville, Texas,
sponsors’ the work. H. J. Jonmes, Box 741, Huntsville, is
treasurer.—JACK P. LEWIS, 1248 Elmwood Avenue, Provi-
dence Rhode Island,
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REPORT ON EL PASO-JUAREZ MEXICAN FIELD

Baptisms

So far during 1948 there have been twelve baptisms in
El Paso Mexican congregation and twenty baptisms across
the river in Juarez. In 1947 there were thirty-four baptisms
in Juarez and ten in El Paso. In both congregations we
have members moving away all the time, so we have not been
able to increase the total membership in proportion to the
‘number of baptisms. But these statistics prove the growth
of the church among the Spanish speaking people of the
area.

New Preacher’'s Home In El Paso

The El Paso Mexican congregation has built a modern
. four-room preacher’s home on the lot adjoining the church
building. This project indicates the growing spirit of activ-
ity in the little 60-member church. These brethren have
dedicated themselves to the task of becoming self-gsufficient
financially as soon as possible. Their dream is to become
strong enough to take care of their own work, and in turn
be able to help others carry the gospel to all of Mexico and
Latin-America. They do not propose to let the American
brethren have all the joy of making sacrifices for the pro-
motion of the Lord’s work.

This Is Indeed A Ripe Field

Thousands of Spanish speaking people for the first time
are beginning to question the claims of infallibility of the
Roman Catholic clergy. They are beginning to look for the
truth. Now is our golden opportunity to reach them with
the gospel. The Montana & Raynor church in El Paso super-
intends a fund which supports Spanish speaking evangelists
and pays for the printing of gospel literature in Spanish.
A fine group of churches and individulas contribute regularly

to this fund. Looking forwa