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FOREWORD

Subsequent to the state convention of 1932 a Commission
was appointed to outline a project for the observance of the
first hundred years of the organized life of the Disciples of
Christ in Missouri. It was generally understood that the
main feature of this celebration should be the Centennial Con-
vention to be held in Columbia on the exact anniversary of the
first State Meeting held at the Bear Creek Church in Boone
County, September 22-26, 1837.

The Commission felt that a history of the Disciples of
Christ should be written and made available for those attend-
ing the Centennial Convention, as well as for the members
throughout the state generally. This raised many difficult
problems. The most important was to get an author who
would be willing to give this literary service without com-
pensation, for no considerable royalties could accrue from
such a book. This author should not only be willing to give
the service but he should above all things be a person of
literary competency and long experience with the churches.

The fitness of George L. Peters of Canton for writing this
history was apparent from the first. He has served the Mis-
souri churches with distinction for many years as a pastor,
teacher, and missionary superintendent. He is a man ae-
quainted with the printed page both as a reader and writer.
He loves our brotherhood with a deep and sincere passion.
He has diseriminating judgment in use of source materials and
makes a fair appraisement of persons and situations. He was
willing to take the time and energy for this arduous task.

It was felt advisable to limit the size of the book in the
interest of a lower cost and wider circulation. The author has
had to cut his material most severely and the publishers have
been compelled to omit pictures.
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4 FOREWORD

In spite of these limitations we are very happy to commend
this book. It is comprehensive, interesting, and readable. We
feel certain that thousands of readers in this and succeeding
generations will share our delight in the chronicle of the first
century of our Disciple life in Missouri.

C. E. LeMmoN.

Chairman, Centennial Commission of the Missouri
Christian Church Convention
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PREFACE

The purpose of this book is to seek to present in as brief
and concise a manner as possible the story of the develop-
ment of the church known as the Disciples of Christ, in the
state of Missouri, over a period of one hundred years.

The writer has recognized the fact that from the beginning
when churches were organized they were called Christian
Churches, and when organizations were formed they were
organizations of the Christian Churches of Missouri, although
there were many who preferred the designation Disciples of
Christ; and sinece that has come to be the official title used
to designate this body of believers, the writer has used the
terms interchangeably.

The treatment of the subject necessarily has been limited.
It was the desire of the Centennial Commission to prepare a
book that could be sold at the popular price of one dollar,
so that it might have the widest possible circulation; to be
accurate as to fact and interesting in presentation. Under
such circumstances it would be impossible even to give the
names of the churches that have been organized or the preach-
ers who have served them. An attempt has been made to give
an outline of the picture of a body of people developing from
a few scattered disciples, with here and there a family, into
a brotherhood with national and international interests. It
is the author’s conviction, after two years of diligent research
after historical data, that there are yet many faets to be dis-
covered and personal incidents to reward the searcher. If
this book shall stimulate individuals to seek for and record
facts concerning the history of individual churches, or to
write the history of the churches county by county, its pur-
pose will have been achieved.

Grateful acknowledgment is made, for assistance in se-
curing historical material, to Culver-Stockton College, for

-
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8 PREFACE

the use of its collection of Disciple Litérature, and to librar-
ian Claude E. Spencer, for his constant assistance and ad-
vice; to the N. Y. A. of Missouri, for the use of student labor;
to Dr. Henry Barton Robison for suggestions in preparation
of the manuscript; to Roy King, of the State Historical So-
ciety, for valuable assistance in securing material; to the
Christian Board of Publication for the use of their files of
The Christian and The Christian-Evangelist; and to the
many who have written concerning persons and churches.
Acknowledgment has been made in the Bibliography of books,
pamphlets and manuseripts used.

It has been a pleasure to prepare this manusecript. If it
renders even a slight service in preserving the records of the
past and challenges the present generation to greater service,
it will not have been in vain.

GEORGE L. PETERS.

Canton, Missouri
August 10, 1937



CrartER I

THE EARLY SETTLEMENT OF MISSOURI

The history of the Disciples of Christ, or of any religious
body, must take into account the territory in which its mem-
bers live; for the natural resources of a region have much
to do with attracting settlers. Walter B. Stevens, in his
Centennial History of Missouri, styles it ‘‘Missouri, the Cen-
tral State.”’ A glance at the map of the United States will
confirm the opinion that it holds a strategic position in the
commonwealth of states. This alone might not mean much,
unless there were other factors which tend to give it a place
of importance. But there are—Viles in his History of Mis-
sourt for High Schools says, ‘‘As to soil, surface and other
natural resources, Missouri has more variety than the states
to the east, north, and west and is consequently more in-
teresting to live in, travel through, or read about.’’

Missouri has had an interesting history. Originally pos-
sessed by the Indians, it was acquired by the French through
discovery and occupation. The struggle for power on the
North American continent was a long one, involving the am-
bitions of the three great European nations, England, France,
and Spain, and resulting in the settlement, for the most part,
of the English on the eastern coast, the French in the Great
Valley, and the Spanish in the Southwest. Following the
defeat of the French in Canada in 1759, France, by the
Treaty of Paris, negotiated in 1763, ceded to England the
St. Lawrence Valley and the eastern half of the Great Val-
ley. The western half of the Valley, which she had named
Louisiana, she ceded to Spain, her secret ally. The cession
of this territory to Spain met with such empbatic protests
on the part of the French settlers that it was 1769 before
the Spanish government succeeded in gaining full control of

9



10 THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST IN MISSOURI

Louisiana. The possession of the territory by Spain, although
it was under Spanish governors from 1769 to 1803 (it was
gecretly ceded back to France in 1800, but remained under
Spanish governors) when it was sold to the United States,
left very little impression upon it in the way of settlement.
Spain was too much interested in her vaster territories to
the southwest to pay much attention to the territory of
Louisiana. The formal acquiring of the Louisiana Purchase
by President Thomas Jefferson in 1803, in the name of the
United States, added a great section of unknown wealth to
the territory of the thirteen original colonies.

The settlement of what is now Missouri began perhaps
three-quarters of a century before it became a part of the
United States. It is claimed by some that a French settle-
ment called Fort Orleans was established in 1723 somewhere
in what is now Saline or Carroll County, above the mouth
of the Grand River, but it was abandoned a few years later,
because it was not needed for defense. The early settlers
of Missouri, like all pioneers, followed the courses of the
streams, so that the first settlements were made in prox-
imity to the water courses. For that reason the first per-
manent settlements appeared along the course of the Mis-
sissippi and tributary streams. There was another factor
which entered into the location of settlements. Europeans,
coming to the New World, were constantly looking for min-
eral wealth. Then, fur-trading was profitable and there were
plenty of furs in Missouri and its vast hinterland, and
trading with the Indians was a lucrative business. The
French had established settlements in Illinois at Kaskaskia,
Fort Chartres, Cahokia, and other points and only the river
separated these settlers from Missouri, so it was not long un-
til some of the prospectors and hunters built themselves
cabins on the west side of the river, and the oldest settlement
now in existence was started, on the Mississippi River. Resi-
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dents of Illinois, from the region of Kaskaskia and surround:
ing settlements, frequently crossing the river to trade with
the Indians, finally built themselves log eabins and remained
permanently on the Missouri side. Thus Ste. Genevieve be-
gan sometime between 1732 and 1735.

As early as 1720 rumors of extensive deposits of lead had
reached France, from reports of settlers of the Illinois vil-
lages, and they were eagerly seized upon as evidence of new
wealth. A large lease was granted to a newly organized
company and an experienced miner named Renault came
with two hundred miners and five hundred Negro slaves,
whom he purchased at San Domingo, to open mines. That
the actual deposits did not come up to the published man-
ifesto was undoubtedly true, but lead was discovered in pay-
ing quantities on the surface, in the region of the St. Francois
and Meramec basins, and Mine La Motte, Fourche & Renault,
and Mine & Breton were opened up in what is now south-
east Missouri. It is interesting to know that lead mines still
operate in that section of the state.

It was inevitable that a favorable location should be sought
for a settlement at or near the confluence of Missouri and
Mississippi Rivers, for the Missouri River was the gateway
to the Far West with its wealth of Indian trade and its vast
resources in furs. Acecordingly in February, 1764, a French-
man by the name of Maxent, a wealthy New Orleans mer-
chant, who had associated with him Pierre Laclede Liguest,
obtained by a grant from the governor of Louisiana the ex-
clusive right to trade with the Indians. Laclede sent his
stepson, Auguste Chouteau, with plans to begin a settle-
ment where St. Louis now stands. Laclede, who had chosen
the site the year before, moved his family to the city the fol-
lowing summer, becoming a permanent resident. The settle-
ment at once became popular across the river, and French-
men at Kaskaskia and the surrounding settlements, becoming
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dissatisfied with the prospects of their changed allegiance,
crossed to the Missouri side, many going to Ste. Genevieve,
others to St. Louis, until by 1772 the latter had a popula
tion of 399 white people and 198 slaves, a total of 597, out of
a total for the territory of 1,288.

After the establishment of Ste. Genevieve and St. Louis,
other settlements sprang up. St. Charles, which afterward
became the first capital of the state, was begun in 1780. The
prospeet of fortunes to be made quickly, however, lured set-
tlers to the southeast section in greater numbers. Caruthers.
ville was founded in 1790. ‘‘The best known, if not the most
important, of the American settlements in this part of the
distriet was called Mine 3 Breton, or Burton, near the present
Potosi.””* ‘‘Fredericktown was first called St. Michael’s and
was begun in 1800. Contrary to the rule concerning the set-
tlements in this valley Fredericktown was a purely French
settlement at first, instead of American.’’? For the most part
the French settlers formed villages, the American lived on
isolated farms. The American settlers lacked the culture
and refinement of the French, but by 1804, when the territory
became a part of the United States, they were numerically
stronger, although the majority of the settlements were
French.

The development of Missouri fully justified the confidence
of the pioneers in choosing it for a home. Its soil varies
from the rich loess deposits in the river bottoms and in the
northwest, to the wooded and rocky hills of the Ozarks in
the south. Under the blows of the woodsman’s ax the sturdy
forests of oak, hickory, elm, locust, sycamore, maple, and
many other varieties gave way to the plow to become fields
of waving corn and the wild grass of the prairies became the
green blue-grass pastures for the herdsman’s cattle. In the
production of agricultural staples, particularly corn, Missouri
ranks fifth, and for variety of produets she is not surpassed

Wiolette’'s History of Missouri, p. 45.
3Ibid.
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by any. Nearly all kinds of fruits which grow in the tem-
perate zone thrive here. In the raising of stock she ranks
among the first, and the Missouri mule has become a tradi-
tion.

In mineral deposits Missouri is blessed. The early dis-
covered deposits of lead which first attracted the attention
of the French a century before she became a state were
later supplemented by the discovery of rich deposits in the
southwest, until Missouri became the center of the lead in-
terests of the world. Zine in paying quantities was discov-
ered in the southwest and became a valuable product. Cobalt
exists in southeast Missouri, and clay, from which large
quantities of tile and firebrick are made, exists in the central
counties. Cotton, rice, and tobaceco have been produced in
paying quantities in the southeast, particularly the two
former, while the latter is grown all over the state.

Because of transportation faecilities, chiefly through the
Missouri River, Missouri easily became the gateway to the
Great West. The early fur trade of the Northwest found
its way to St. Louis, which became and still is the central
fur market of the continent. The famous Santa Fe Trail
began at Franklin, and Missourians were responsible for
its developments.

The far-reaching effects of the purchase of the Louisiana
territory by the United States government could not have
been realized when it was made. Its political importance
‘could be seen by the statesmen of that day, but its vast
natural resources could not have been known. Our interest
is here centered in that part of the territory now known as
Missouri. When it came under the jurisdiction of the United
States government in March, 1804, it became a land of prom-
jise to increasing numbers of pioneers in the states east of the
Mississippi, who felt that their surroundings were too lim-
ited or in whom the love of adventure impelled them to seek
new opportunities for conquest.



CraptER 11

EARLY IMMIGRATION TRENDS

Attention has been called to the fact that the first set-
tlers on Missouri territory were French. Naturally they
brought with them the characteristics of the civilization to
which they were accustomed. They established towns and
built their houses after the pattern of the houses in the home-
land. Generally these were built of stone or hewn logs and
were close to the street, sometimes surrounded by a picket
fence. The front yards were small, but the back yards were
large, containing not only the outbuildings, but vegetable and
flower gardens. Their farms were outside the villages. They
worked after the fashion of the peasants of France.

The Americans began to come in great numbers by 1797.
Most of them came from Tennessee, Kentucky, Virginia, and
North Carolina. Many of them were of German or German-
Swiss extraction. The Germans had come to Ameriea in
large numbers after 1830 and had settled in the valleys of
Pennsylvania, from which some migrated to Missouri. Set-
tlements were made in St. Charles, Warren and Marion
counties, where the cheapness and fertility of the land en-
abled them to acquire homes and establish communities that
still bear the stamp of their nationality. Their letters to
their friends in the Vaterland extolled the virtues of the new
home and resulted in the migration of many relatives and
friends.

The settlers from Virginia, North Carolina, Kentucky, and
Tennessee were of Scoteh-Irish descent, of the rugged pioneer
type, and were mostly from the mountain regions. The ap-
peal of the frontier had varied forms. The lure of cheap
lands with large returns was very attractive. Samuel Rogers,
in his autobiography, thus desceribes the attraction Missouri

14



EARLY IMMIGRATION TRENDS 15

had for his father. ‘‘In the year 1799 a pamphlet fell into
my father’s hands which gave a glowing description of New
Spain, or Upper Louisiana, now called Missouri. It set forth
the great fertility of the soil, the rare beauty of the country,
the abundance of game, and the vast extent of range of stock,
besides the gift of six hundred and forty acres of land to
every bona fide settler. All this was too much for my father,
who by this time had contracted a great fondness for border
life. Aeccordingly, in company with a Mr. Bradley, of Clark
County, he mounted his favorite horse, and, with a rifle on
his shoulder, faced the boundless wilderness. . . . From
Paincourt (now St. Louis) my father passed on to what was
called the Bonhomme settlement, on the Missouri River,
twenty-two miles from St. Louis. There he bought a tract
of six hundred acres of land at one dollar per acre. On the
tract there were two cabins, and there were about four acres
of land under cultivation.’’® One of the most noted pioneer
leaders was Daniel Boone, who was born in Pennsylvania
in 1732. When he was eighteen years old his father moved
the family to western North Carolina, where Daniel married
and began rearing a family. Soon this region became over-
crowded, game was too scarce for his pioneer tastes, and he
with other hunters began to explore the Kentucky territory.
In 1775 he established Boonsborough. Before long, how-
ever, Kentucky seemed too crowded to suit him and he mi-
grated to Missouri, and settled at Femme Osage, twenty miles
above St. Charles, on the Missouri River, a place which had
been established by his son, Daniel Morgan Boone, two years
before.2 He became one of the noted pioneer characters of
the state; after him Boone County, Boone’s Lick, Boonville,
and Boonsborough were named. He was appointed by Gov-
ernor De Lassus as magistrate of the surrounding territory
and was given a grant of 10,000 acres of land but the grant
never was confirmed because he neglected to have it prop-

1Toils and Struggles of Olden Times—Rogers, pp. 7, 8.
2Violette’s History of Missouri, pp. 62, 63.



16 THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST IN MISSOURI

erly certified. Later he was granted 1,000 acres by Congress
for his services to the public.?

Most of the American settlers were from the South, at this
period, although only a minority of them possessed slaves.
The first slaves were brought by Renault from San Domingo,
to work in the mines. By 1821, when Missouri was admitted
into the Union of States, its population had inecreased to
66,600, of whom about 14 per cent were slaves. From 1820
to 1850 the population increased steadily, and new counties
were organized to furnish local government facilities for the
rapidly increasing communities. The influx during this
period brought from the blue grass region of Kentucky a dif-
ferent type of settler, who was able to purchase farms and
maintain servants. The census of 1850 showed a total popu-
lation of 682,044, of whom 87,422 were slaves. By far the
largest single number were native Missourians, although they
were a minority of the total. The percentage from free states
was very small.

With the increase in population came increase in land
values. The few settlements that were formed became trade
centers. St. Louis naturally took the lead, due to its loca-
tion and already established markets for furs and lead.
The next most important was the Boone’s Lick country in
Howard County. Here the sons of Daniel Boone began mak-
ing salt in 1807. The town of Franklin was started in 1817
and within one year it contained 150 houses. Land values
went up from 10 cents an acre to 8 dollars an acre, and town
lots in one year sky-rocketed from 50 dollars to 600 dollars.
By 1820 it was the second place of importance in the terri-
tory, having a population of more than a thousand. It was
washed away by a flood inside of ten years, and Boonville,
which had been started in 1819, began to grow.*

The religious and social life of the territory was that of
the pioneer settlements everywhere. The struggle of the set-

’Ibid.,, p. 64.
‘Ibid,, pp. 76. 76.
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tler was to maintain an existence under primitive conditions.
Standards of living were limited. Means of subsistence were
mostly game and wild fruit and berries until gardens could
be cultivated, and the business of the trader was making
money. The settlements were trading posts and consequently
the most primitive methods of law-enforcement were used.
Then, too, the devastating effects of war, the War of the
Revolution and the War of 1812, left their impress finally
upon this new country. Barton W. Stone in his autobi-
ography thus deseribes conditions in the mountains of West
Virginia, following the Revolutionary War. ‘‘The soldiers,
when they returned home from their war tour, brought back
with them many vices almost unknown to us before, as pro-
fane swearing, debauchery, drunkenness, gambling, quarrel-
ing, and fighting. For having been soldiers, and having
fought for liberty, they were respected and caressed by all
They gave the fon to the neighborhood, and therefore their
influence in demoralizing society was very great. These
vices then became general and almost honorable.’”® Violette,
describing conditions in the Missouri territory during this
period, says, ‘‘The sale of liquor, which had been carefully
controlled by the Spanish Government, was now allowed with-
out restriction at ‘taverns and groceries.” This made in-
evitable a great deal of drunkenness. Gambling, the twin
evil of drunkenness, likewise prevailed very extensively and
openly. Professional men, civil and military officials, mer-
chants, and Indian traders all indulged. Profanity was
quite common.

‘‘Sunday desecration became usual. On Sunday more trad-
ing was done than on any other day in the week, and no kind
of labor was suspended on account of the day. But many
found it possible on that day to give themselves to amuse-
ments of all sorts, some of which were very questionable at

SAutobiography of B. W. Stone, pp. 2, 8.



18 THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST IN MISSOURI

any time, and frequently the Sabbath closed with fighting.’’®
Religion, seemingly, was wholly neglected.

As France and Spain were Catholic countries, it was nat-
ural that the Catholic Church should be the first to appear.
‘When Pierre Laclede selected the site of his residence in St.
Louis in 1764 he also selected the site for a church and the
first Catholic church was built. The block has been the site
of a Catholic church ever since. During the Spanish rule
Protestants were forbidden to enter the territory and land
grants were supposed to be made only to Catholics. The
orders were not rigidly enforced, however, and itinerant
Protestant ministers preached in the territory before the
Louisiana Purchase became a part of the United States. The
majority of the American pioneers, especially those coming
from the southern mountains, were Protestanis and they im-
mediately began to exercise their religious liberty. Baptist
and Methodist preachers came into what is now Missouri as
early as 1806. The Bethel Baptist Church was organized and
a house erected near Cape Girardeau in 1806, and the Me-
Kendree Chapel, a few miles from Jackson, the same year.
The former has disappeared but the latter still stands and
is used by a Methodist congregation.” The Fee Fee Bap-
tist Church near Wellston was organized in 1807 and is the
oldest Baptist church still in existence. The most common
meeting place was a brush arbor with puncheon floor plat-
form and pine knots for light. The earliest efforts of Prot-
estantism were outside of St. Louis. It was not until 1816
that the settlement was entered. In that year a Presbyterian
church was established there. The Baptists entered in 1818,
the Episcopalians in 1819, and the Methodists in 1820. The
Disciples, who were destined to become an important factor
in the religious life of Missouri, and with whom we are par-
ticularly concerned, organized their first churches in Howard
County and did not enter St. Louis until 1837.

tViolette’s History of Missour:y, p. 82.
Tbid., pp. 86, 87.



CHAPTER III

THE RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND AND CONVICTIONS
OF EARLY DISCIPLES

Among the early pioneers who came from Kentucky,
Tennessee, and North Carolina were some who refused to
have any name but Christian attached to them. It is gen-
erally supposed that the first minister of the gospel to cross
the Mississippi River and preach a simple New Testament
message, unhampered by creeds or statements of men, was
one Thomas McBride, an humble, untutored man, but a man
of great energy and simple piety. He migrated from Barren
County, Kentucky, to Missouri in 1813. He stopped first in
what is now Franklin County, although it was then a part of
St. Louis County, and made a deep impression upon those
who heard him preach. He continued his migration farther
west and finally stopped in Howard County where he estab-
lished a home.?

The spirit of evangelism had been moving among the
churches of the east and south at the turn of the century.
Churches of all denominations were deeply interested and
their itinerant evangelists were holding meetings and re-
porting marvelous results. The conditions everywhere called
for a revival. Peter Cartwright, the ‘‘Backwoods Preacher,’’
in his autobiography, says, ‘‘Logan County, Kentucky, when
my father moved to it, was called ‘‘Rogues’ Harbor.” Here
many refugees, from almost all parts of the Union, fled to
escape justice or punishment; for although there was law it
could not be executed, and it was a desperate state of society.
Murderers, horse thieves, highway robbers, and counterfeiters
fled here till they combined and actually formed a majority.

1Toils and Struggles of Olden Times—Rogers, p. 160.
19



20 THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST IN MISSOURI

The honest and civil part of the citizens would prosecute
these wretched banditti, but they would swear each other
clear; and they really put all law in defiance, and earried on
such desperate violence and outrage that the honest part of
the citizens seemed driven to the necessity of uniting and
combining together, and taking the law into their own hands,
under the name Regulators. This was a very desperate state
of things.’”? It was in this county that James McGready and
other Presbyterian ministers held a meeting in the spring of
1801.

One of the most noted meetings of the times was the Cane
Ridge revival, at Cane Ridge, Bourbon County, Kentucky, in
1801. Barton W. Stone, a Presbyterian minister, had been
called to serve two churches, Cane Ridge and Concord,
through the Presbytery of Transylvania, in 1798. He aec-
cepted the call, was installed as pastor, and began his work
with the churches. He thus describes his situation: ‘‘Things
moved quietly in my congregations, and in the country gen-
erally. Apathy in religious societies appeared everywhere
to an alarming degree. Not only the power of religion dis-
appeared, but also the very form of it was waning fast away,
and continued so to the beginning of the present century.
Having heard of a remarkable religious excitement in the
south of Kentucky, and in Tennessee, under labors of James
MecGready and other Presbyterian ministers, I was very
anxious to be among them; and early in the spring of 1801,
went there to attend a camp meeting. There, on the edge of
a prairie in Logan County, Kentucky, the multitude came to-
gether, and continued a number of days and nights encamped
on the ground; during which time worship was carried on
in some part of the ground.’’® The impression this meeting
left upon Mr. Stone led him to return to his churches at
Cane Ridge and Concord, to preach with such fervor that

2Backwoods Preacher—Peter Cartwright, pp. 24, 25.
3Autobiography of B. W. Stone, pp. 24, 25.



RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND AND CONVICTIONS 21

the people were deeply moved and there were conversions at
every service. He held a meeting at Concord which lasted
for five days and nights and resulted in many conversions.

But it was at Cane Ridge that the most remarkable re-
sults were seen. The meeting began in August, 1801 (C. C.
‘Ware, in his admirable book, Barton Warren Stone, Path-
finder of Christian Union, concludes after patient, thorough
research that the dates were August 7-12). It was estimated
that from twenty to thirty thousand people were present on
the grounds, so that four or five preachers were speaking at
the same time, without interfering with one another. De-
nominational differences were forgotten and Presbyterian,
Methodist, and Baptist preachers participated in proclaiming
the gospel. Large numbers of converts were made, some
coming from as far away as Ohio, thus carrying the fruits
of the meeting over a wide territory.

The Cane Ridge revival, like its predecessor in Logan
County, was marked by emotional demonstrations which made
it historic. Barton W. Stone, commenting upon it in his
autobiography, which was written in 1843, near the close
of his life, describes these demonstrations as the ‘‘jerks,’’
““dancing exercise,”’ ‘‘the barking exercise,”’ ‘‘the laugh-
ing exercise,’’ ‘‘the running exercise,’’ and ‘‘the singing exer-
cise.”” These were not engaged in by the outrageous sinners
alone, but some of the most saintly people were affected by
them. His conclusions were expressed thus, ‘‘That there
were eccentricities and muech fanaticism in this excitement,
was acknowledged by its warmest advoecates; indeed it would
have been a wonder, if such things had not appeared, in the
circumstances of that time. Yet the good effects were seen
and acknowledged in every neighborhood, and among the dif-
ferent seets it silenced contention, and promoted unity for
awhile.””* The physical demonstrations which were manifest

‘Ibid., p. 42.
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at Cane Ridge began to appear in Pennsylvania and other
eastern states, but the movement received small encourage-
ment from the Presbyterian leaders there. The Reverend
John Johnston, a Presbyterian minister at that period, wrote,
““One thing which caused me much thought, and which was
the subject of conversation with many of us, was the ap-
parent coldness of ministers and good elders, who had been
praying for years for this blessed outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. . . . From President Edwards’ narrative and other
sources, we learn that there were similar bodily affections
in New England, Cambuslang, Scotland, and elsewhere, a
hundred years ago. Ministers in western Pennsylvania were
aware of these faets, and were not surprised at these ex-
traordinary manifestations, and they did not abstain in pub-
lic and in private, from teaching that there was no genuine
piety in bodily exercises.’’> The permanent effects were
more clearly recognized by another commentator at a later
date. ‘‘These were manifestations of a great work, the bless-
ings of which were widespread and incalculable and per-
manent. It overflowed into Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee,
North Carolina. It reformed and civilized some of the wild-
est distriets of America. Careless men and women were made
earnest-minded, the cords of evil that tied thousands were
broken, the abandoned were purified, and ruffians were
tamed; places where there was no safety for life or goods
became the happy homes of Christian men and women. It
was in this wild country amid these extravagances of the
Kentucky revival that the Cumberland Presbyterian Church
was born.’’®

The Cane Ridge revival, although it had been marked by
a spirit of unity, manifested in the participation of Presby-
terian, Methodist, and Baptist preachers, resulted in a re-

"Aui:obiogrsa?‘pl'x%f3 and Ministerial Life of the Rev. John Johnston, DD.,
pp. » .
*The Psychology of the Soul—Stevens, pp. 211, 212.
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surgence of sectarianism that finally caused Mr. Stone to
leave the Presbyterian Church and lead a group of followers
in the establishment of churches of a new order. The con-
servative element in the Presbyterian Church were greatly
disturbed to find that during the revival meetings the West-
minster Confession of Faith was scarcely mentioned and the
doctrines of the church which laid great emphasis on the
teaching of Calvin were entirely forgotten. On the contrary,
the preaching dealt with a personal appeal to the sinner to
repent of his sin and accept Jesus as a personal Savior. It
was true that the converts had been many but it was hardly
conceivable that Methodists and Baptists could make good
Presbyterians. Richard McNemar, one of Stone’s associates,
was cited before the Springfield, Ohio, Presbhytery and his
case was referred to the Synod of Lexington, Kentucky, and
the whole group of five ordained ministers were brought un-
der consideration. Before the action of the Synod was re-
ported the five met and drew up a statement of their case,
withdrawing from the jurisdiction of the Synod, but not
from the communion of the Presbyterian Church. They then
organized themselves and their churches into the Springfield
Presbytery and went forward preaching and organizing
churches. They had not continued in this course more than
a year before they discovered their plea for the simplicity
of New Testament teaching did not harmonize with the name
Presbyterian, or any other name not known in the New
Testament. They therefore wrote and published ‘‘The Last
Will and Testament of the Springfield Presbytery,’’ and de-
clared themselves free from man-made creeds, calling them-
selves Christians. Mr. Stone says, ‘‘Having divested our-
selves of all party creeds, and party names, and trusting
alone in God, and the word of his grace, we became a by-
word and laughing stock to the sects around; all prophesying
our speedy annihilation, Yet from this period I date the
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commencement of that reformation, which has progressed to
this day. Through much tribulation and opposition we ad-
vanced, and churches and preachers were multiplied.’”

The new movement found itself faced with some very dif-
ficult and perplexing problems. The expressed purpose of
the leaders was to ‘“unite all Christians—commune together,
and strengthen each other’s hands in the work of the Lord.’’”®
In their explanation of the reason for dissolving the Spring-
field Presbytery they stated, ‘‘At their last meeting they
undertook to prepare for the press a piece entitled Observa-
tions on Church Government, in which the world will see the
beautiful simplicity of Christian church government, stript of
human inventions and lordly traditions. As they proceeded
in the investigation of that subject, they soon found that there
was neither precept nor example in the New Testament for
such confederacies as modern Church Sessions, Presbyteries,
Synods, General Assemblies, etc.’” All of these they re-
garded as “‘self-constituted bodies,’’ and therefore causes of
differences. In abandoning them, however, they wisely
‘‘agreed to act in concert, and not to adventure on anything
new without advice from one another.’”

The question of baptism early came to the fore. The sepa-
rate Baptists were active in those regions and had partici-
pated in the revival at Cane Ridge and others following,
so that it was inevitable that their practice of immersion
should attract attention. Robert Marshall, one of Mr. Stone’s
associates, had become convinced of the correctness of the
Baptists’ view and had ceased practicing pedobaptism, and
it was rumored that he was on the eve of joining the Bap-
tist Church. When the news reached Mr. Stone he wrote
Marshall a strong letter, vigorously upholding the practice
of pedobaptism, and he received a reply equally vigorous and

TAutobiography of B. W. Stone, p. 50.
8Ibid., p. 65.
’Ibid., p. 60.
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more convineing, which resulted in Mr. Stone’s abandoning
the practice and eventually being immersed and adopting
it as a practice. 'When the matter was presented to the eld-
ers and deacons for decision as to the practice of the churches,
Mr. Stone says, ‘At this meeting we took up the matter in
a brotherly spirit, and concluded that every brother and sis-
ter should act freely, and according to their conviction of
right. And we should cultivate the long-neglected grace of
forbearance toward each other—they who should be im-
mersed, should not despise those who were not, and vice
versa.’’0

‘While the work of Stone and his co-laborers was proceed-
ing in Kentucky and Ohio, seeking to lead people to a simple
faith in Jesus Christ as the only Savior of lost men, and to
unite them in one body with the New Testament as their
guide, a similar movement was beginning in Washington
County, Pennsylvania, under the leadership of Thomas and
Alexander Campbell. Both movements began with ministers
of the Presbyterian Church but while the Stone movement
received impetus from the emotional outbursts of Cane Ridge
and other revivals, the Campbell movement was initiated in
a different. environment and lacked the emotional appeal
Both movements grew out of agony of soul over the distress-
ing conditions of human society and the divided state of the
church. Thomas Campbell came to America from Ireland in
1807, in search of a more healthful climate. He was an
ordained Presbyterian minister of the Anti-Burgher-branch
of the Seceder branch of the Presbyterian church, of Scot-
land. When he arrived in America he presented his cre-
dentials to the Philadelphia Synod which was then in ses-
sion, and was cordially commended to the Presbytery of
Chartiers, located in Washington and the surrounding
county. He found the same sectarian spirit here that he had

WIbid.
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left in Ireland and Scotland. There seemed to be more anxi-
ety about regularity in doctrine than there was about salva-
tion through redeemed lives. An unhappy experience for
which he received the censure of the Presbytery led him to
declare himself free from its authority and to form a Chris-
tian Association, publishing the now famous Declaration and
Address, which has been regarded as the expression of the
faith and purpose of the Disciples of Christ to the present
time.

Mr. Campbell was a man of pacific spirit, and recognized
all believers in Christ as His disciples, whatever names they
might wear. When on a tour among his churches he found
many scattered Presbyterians, some of whom had not had
the opportunity of attending a communion service for years.
These he invited to participate in a service which he con-
ducted. For this he was censured by the Presbytery and
later by the Synod, which finally resulted in his withdrawing
from the Synod entirely.

The Declaration and Address was written by Thomas
Campbell in 1809 and was presented to a group of his friends
and followers for consideration, with the suggestion that it
be a statement of belief, and that they form a Christian As-
sociation, to give expression to their views. They were not
to disassociate themselves from the church to which they be-
longed, but were to seek in every way to spread their plea
for the unity of God’s people, believing that its sincerity
and simplicity would win the devout Christians to it. Al-
exander Campbell, who brought the rest of the family from
Ireland that year, when shown the document by his father
gave it his hearty approval and soon proved to be its leading
champion.

It was not long until the Reformers, as they were called,
found themselves outside the bounds of the Presbyterian
Church and aligned with the Baptist. The Plea had at-



RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND AND CONVICTIONS 27

tracted some able men, among whom Walter Scott became a
leader. The movement spread throughout Pennsylvania,
Virginia, New York, New England, and eastern and northern
Ohio. The union with the Baptists did not continue long.
The Brush Run Church, with which the Campbells were as-
sociated, was invited to become a part of the Redstone Bap-
tist Association and did so with the distinet understanding
that it would not subseribe to any creed but would be per-
mitted to proclaim a simple New Testament gospel with no
human limitations. The result was that trouble arose. When
Alexander Campbell was invited to preach at a meeting of
the Association and he delivered a ‘‘Sermon on the Law,”’
a sermon that could be delivered in any pulpit, anywhere,
today without causing unfavorable comment, it stirred the
brethren so that it was decided to exclude the preacher and
his followers. The Campbells, having learned of the plan,
asked for letters from the Brush Run Church and immedi-
ately withdrew and formed a church at Wellsburg, Virginia.
Later this church joined the Mahoning Baptist Association
of Ohio, and the whole Association finally became a part of
the Reformation.

It was a long time before the leaders of these two great
movements which were destined to become one were to meet.
The efforts of Mr. Campbell had for the most part been con-
fined to the East, while Mr. Stone had been busy in Ken-
tucky, reaching into southern Ohio by an occasional trip.
Mr. Campbell’s visit to Kentucky in the fall of 1823, to de-
bate with Mr. McCalla, spread the news of his teaching far
and wide, which was increased by later visits. Mr. Stone
records, ‘‘When he came to Kentucky I heard him often in
public and in private. I was pleased with his manner and
matter. I saw no distinctive feature between the doectrine
he preached and that which we had preached for many years,
except on baptism for the remission of sins. Even this I had
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once received and taught, as before stated, but had strangely
let it go from my mind, till brother Campbell revived it
afresh.”’’* In 1832 the leaders of both movements met in
Georgetown, Kentucky, and after full and frank discussion
of points of agreement and difference, combined their forces
into one united movement. C. L. Loos, writing of this period,
says, ‘““While A. Campbell and others on his side were not
altogether satisfied with the explanations given by Stone and
his brethren, yet they wisely yielded and accepted the full
fellowship and co-operation of these brethren. Some twenty-
five years after this act of union I received the account of it
and of its result from the mouth of A. Campbell himself. It
was not an easy matter for him to consent to any fellowship
with even the mildest form of Arianism, but he had the wis-
dom and the charity to allow the judgment of such men as
J. T. Johnson to prevail. He had, moreover, a strong con-
fidence in the salutary operation of the great principles of
union which he had himself so strongly advocated, and there-
fore in the fraternal alliance here consummated with such
men as Stone and the noble men associated with him. In
this confidence he was not deceived.’’?? The first preachers
coming to Missouri to preach the plea for Christian Unity
were from the reformers from Kentucky; but, although they
revered the name of Stone, they were ready to receive the
teaching of Alexander Campbell and eagerly follow his
leadership.

urbid., p. 75, 76. .
uReformation of the Nineteenth Century—J. H. Garrison. Introductory
Period—C. L. Loos, p. 93



CraPTER IV

THE FIRST CHURCHES—THEIR INFLUENCE

The need for religion always has been the motivating power
back of the preaching of the gospel. Jesus called men away
from their daily tasks and endued them with power to preach
a message to a world lost in sin. They accepted the task and
went forth conscious of a great responsibility, from which
they could be released only by preaching. ‘‘We cannot but
speak’’ was their answer to commands to remain silent. The
first foreign missionaries of the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries felt the same urge. Whenever the sense of human
need and the divine power of the gospel to meet it are joined,
no human obstacle can stop its progress.

The first churches were the result of this urge upon the
part of godly men to meet the needs of a primitive, pioneer
society. The first churches known as Christian or Disciples
of Christ were organized in Howard County not far from
the town of Franklin. Preaching seems to have begun in
several places in 1816. At the first annual meeting, which
was held at Bear Creek Church, in Boone County, in
September, 1837, two churches, namely, Salt Creek and Rich-
land, were reported as ‘‘planted’’ in 1816, and undoubtedly
preaching had been carried on in the homes of the people
as early as that; but the first organization of which we have
record is the Salt Creek Church. It was located four and a
half miles northeast of the town of Franklin. The original
building was erected in 1817 and was dedicated November
22, by Thomas McBride. In a booklet prepared by a commit-
tee of the members in 1917, in celebration of its one hun-
dredth anniversary, the statement is made, ‘‘To this organ-
ization belongs the distinction of being the oldest Christian
Church west of the Mississippi River.”’

29
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‘“‘Just one round century ago, on Saturday, November 22,
1817, the Salt Creek Church of Jesus Christ was organized
by Thomas McBride and composed of thirteen earnest work-
ers.”” The names of the thirteen charter members were John
and Polly Bradley, Rudolph and Haner March, Drucilla,
Elizabeth, Nathan, Polly, Richmond and William Roberts,
Mary Trapp, Nancy and Richard Winscott. The names of
all but Richard Winscott were signed with a cross.

‘‘The land on which this old church was built belonged to
the Bradley family, who were among the organizers of the
church, and on the first official board. Later the location
passed into the hands of the Maxwell family, and the deed
to the old church site and cemetery is held by Mr. J. A.
Maxwell and wife at the present time. . . .

““‘The building was made of unhewn logs, chinked with mid.
This building was 16 feet by 24 feet and faced almost due
south. The south side was the front of the church, with a
door in the ecenter, and two old-fashioned windows with small
panes of glass, one on either side of the door. The pulpit was
on the north side just opposite the main entrance door. There
was also a door in the east end between the chimney and the
northeast eorner of the building, and one window on the north
side, between the pulpit and the corner. There were two large
sandrock chimneys, one at cither end of the structure. The
foundations of these old chimmneys, below the level of the
ground, are still there; the west one being in the highway
ditech, about 18 feet west of the D. A. R. marker. . . .

““The old church was used for a time without a floor, but
later on they hewed timbers for ‘sleepers’ and sawed planks
for flooring with a whip saw. The roof for this church was
boards made by hand and fastened on with pegs. On going
inside we find split logs, with peg legs and no backs, for
pews. We sit two hours and listen with unabated interest
without a murmur of complaint.’”

1Ashland Christian Church Booklet.
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This interesting story of the first chureh house dedicated
in the state gives an accurate picture of the beginnings of
a movement which since has become a forece for righteous-
ness. The organization whose beginning is here described
still continues its good work, meeting every Lord’s Day for
Bible school and social worship, with preaching once a month,
after nearly a hundred and twenty years of unbroken service.
The original house fell into decay and in 1849 was succeeded
by a frame building, which was built on a lot given by
Gerard Robinson a few hundred yards north of the old
church, and the name was changed to Ashland. This build-
ing burned August 30, 1913, and the present brick structure
was erected and dedicated August 15, 1915, and it has been
a community center for the surrounding country. That the
old church might not be forgotten a monumental arch was
erected in 1913, and the D. A. R. placed a marker as near as
possible to where the old pulpit stood. Many preachers have
had a part in directing the life of this church, from Thomas
MeBride, who began the work, to Henry C. Clark, who is now
carrying it on. Perhaps the best remembered at the present
time is A. N. Lindsay, whose five-year pastorate was very
fruitful, and who was called to preside at the dedication of
the new building.

The story of this first church is typical both of the time
in which it came into being and of the experiences which
came to all pioneer preachers and churches. The people
were hungry for the gospel message and they endured suffer-
ing, and made sacrifices to hear it. The preachers traveled
long distances, under most trying conditions ‘‘for the love of
the cause,’’ though the congregation nearly always donated
liberally of their worldly goods.

“In 1816 all of the territory north of the Osage River was
erected into Howard County, including parts of St. Louis
and St. Charles Counties. Because of the fact that thirty-
one counties were later earved out of the original Howard
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County, she has borne the name of ‘Mother of Counties.’ ’’?
Boone County was ‘‘carved out’’ of Howard County in 1820.
Two years later the first church of this faith organized in
the county was called Red Top, situated about twelve miles
north of Columbia. Although one hundred and fourteen
years have passed since the fifth day of October, 1822, Red
Top still carries on. ‘‘The first elders were William Roberts,
Thomas W. MeBride and Richard Cave, and Nathan Roberts
and Isaac Lewis were chosen deacons. The total membership
was fifteen, the sisters being in the majority.’™
Bear Creek, situated some three or four miles north of

Columbia, was the mnext congregation organized. The
verbatim record reads: ‘‘June 6, 1824, we the undersigned
subscribers being called upon to examine into the faith and
ability of Brethren living on and near Bear Creek (north
of Columbia) desiring to be constituted, we find them in our
opinion sound in the faith, and possessing the abilities of
keeping in order the house of God. We have therefore pro-
nounced them a church of Jesus Christ, under no other
discipline or Rule of Faith and Practice but the Old and New
Testament, professing at the same time to have charity
enough as a church to let each other judge of the doctrines
contained in the Secriptures for ourselves. Given under our
hands who are Elders and have constituted the undersigned
names. . . .

TaOoMAS MCBRIDE

‘WiLLiaM ROBERTS

Joan M. TeOMAS

Assigned the day and date above.’’*

This church had the distinction of being the one at which
the first brotherhood gathering of the Churches of Christ
Violette’'s History of Missouri, pp. 78, 79.

Dawn of the Reformation—T. P. Haley, p. 138.
4Ibid., p. 139.
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in Missouri was held whose centennial we are celebrating this
year. The original congregation of sixteen members grew to
be a flourishing congregation, and was visited and preached
to by many of the active preachers of the day. It became
a hallowed spot because Barton W. Stone, revered and loved
as ‘‘Father Stone,”’ preached his last sermon on earth within
its walls. On Monday, October 21, 1844, during the annual
meeting, he spoke his last public utterance to a deeply sym-
pathetic audience, and left for his home in Jacksonville,
Illinois, but got no farther than Hannibal, Missouri, where
he died on the ninth of November, at the home of his son-in-
law, Capt. S. A. Bowen. The church eventually dissolved,
part of the members going to Columbia and part to Oak-
land.®

The establishment of the first churches was a matter of
population trends. The building of the town of Franklin as
the first settlement of importance in central Missouri naturally
attracted settlers thither and became the port of entry for
all of the surrounding ‘‘back country.’” As the people were
settling on farms more or less isolated from one another,
preaching services would be held in farm homes, and out of
such gatherings churches grew. Thus the first churches in
Howard County, and so of the state, were rural churches.
But just as centers of population spring up in every land and
in all ages, so churches find fields of service where the people
are.

““By 1826, it was apparent that the earlier prophecies of
Franklin’s future greatness would not be fulfilled; Howard
County had been reduced almost to its present size,® and
Fayette was at that time a town of about thirty-five families,
three hundred inhabitants all told.””” From this time Fayette
became the center of interest of the county and of the sur-

SHoffman's Manuscript.
SHistorical Review—Vol. 9, p. 146.
"Tbid., Vol. 4, p. 113.
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rounding territory. J. Gill, writing from Fayette under
date of February 9, 1833, to the Millennial Harbinger, said,
‘A small church has been raised up in this town amidst severe
opposition, and persecution from professors of different
creeds.’’® And Joel Prewitt wrote, more than a year later, in
June, 1834, ‘‘In addition to the church established in the
town of Fayette by Brother Henry Thomas, in the winter of
1832-33, the Baptist Church at Mount Moriah divided in
April, 1833.”” As there were four Christian Churches and
two small Reforming Baptists, in the county, one of each in
the town of Fayette, it was decided to hold a union meeting
in the town on the third Saturday and Lord’s Day of August,
1833. It proved to be a very successful meeting ‘‘when one
of the most pleasant scenes that falls to the lot of Christians
in this unfriendly world, was witnessed—that is, the two
churches unanimously agreed to be one church. Thus we met
each other on the Word of God, where we are desirous to meet
all true lovers of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.’”

From that time forward the church in Fayette began to
grow and to exert an influence over the surrounding churches.
At the annual meeting in Paris in 1838 Fayette reported 100
members. T. M. Allen reported visiting the church one
Saturday and Lord’s Day in September, 1839, and five were
added. The fourth annual meeting was held there in 1840
and the first state meeting in 1841. The state meetings for
1843, 1844, 1848 and 1850 all were held there. Josephus Gill
reported in 1841: ‘‘The truth has gained a glorious victory
here: Reverend H. L. Boon, a Methodist preacher in high
standing, has joined our little band of Disciples in this
place, and has commenced boldly to expose the evils of
sectarianism. Upwards of sixty converts at one meeting was
the immediate result of this change.’™°

$Millennial Harbinger, 1833, p. 139.
*Ibid., 1834, p. 387.
0Tbid.,, April, 1841, p. 190.
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Through the years many of the most distinguished preach-
ers held meetings in this church. ‘J. W. McGarvey was
graduated from Bethany College, July 4, 1850, and came to
Fayette and began teaching school. In September, 1851, he
was ordained and began to preach. He preached at Fayette
and adjoining counties until February, 1853. He was
married in 1853, and that year became pastor at Dover, Mo.,
where he continued fen years.’’

From the year 1816, in which preaching began in the
Boone’s Lick country, until 1837, when the first attempt was
made to have a gathering of brethren representing all
churches, a goodly number of churches sprang up. Howard
County claimed the largest number, with Boone County
second. The church in Boone County that was destined
to become the largest and most influential was organized
at Columbia in 1832 with six members. Red Top had fifteen
charter members ten years before and Bear Creck had sixteen
when it was organized, but the establishing of the state uni-
versity at Columbia made it the educational center of the
state and made possible a constant and continuous growth of
the church.

From Howard and Boone Counties the lines reach out into
the surrounding counties east and west, and Thomas MeBride
was the moving spirit. ‘‘The congregation was organized
(at Paris) March 10, 1833, by Elder Thomas MeBride, who
was then living in Boone County. But six disciples could be
found within thirty miles of Paris, and they agreed to as-
semble and keep the ordinances, and thus was begun the
work of restoring to the people of Monroe County the
primitive church without human creeds. . . . They had as their
first preacher Marcus P. Wills.’** At the Paris meeting in

1y, W, McGarvey in Memorial Booklet.
2Dawn of the Reformation, pp. 165, 166.
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1838 Monroe County reported six congregations, one of which
(Santa Fe) was organized by H. Thomas in 1838 with five
members.

Callaway County also was receiving the Word. The first
church in that county was Antioch, in the east part of the
county three and a half miles south of Williamsburg. It was
organized in October, 1828, with ten members, three of
whom, William Douglas, Greenup Jackman and Charles
Love, became preachers.’* ‘‘Also there came to Missouri
from Kentucky in 1831 Absalom Rice, and settled in Callaway
County near Fulton, where he organized the church in 1833.
Elder Rice gave Callaway County to the Churches of
Christ. >4

T. P. Haley says that Antioch in Randolph County, of
which his father and mother were charter members, is the
first church organized in the county. There were four in
existence in 1837, Allen Wright, who came to the county
from Kentucky, was the leading evangelist.'

While churches were springing up in the five counties
surrounding Bear Creek, the cause was being preached in the
outposts of the state. As we have stated before, settlements
were formed first along the watercourses. When the state was
admitted to the union, in August, 1821, there was a line of
settlements up and down the Mississippi and up the Missouri
across the state. In 1818 Lincoln, Montgomery and Pike
Counties were created and in 1820 Ralls County was taken
out of Pike, and included all territory north within the
borders of the state. Then in 1826 Marion County was
formed and included all north and west to Chariton. Grad-
ually the line of settlements pushed back from the rivers, and
with them went the pioneer preachers. In the fall of 1830

1Tbid., p. 518.
UHoffman’s Manuscript, p. 50.
BIbid., p. 93.
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a group of families moved from Kentucky to the west part of
Marion County, and settled in Round Grove Township.

Among them was Bastham Ballinger. In the spring of
1831 he organized a congregation, in the settlement known
as Houston, now Emerson, and served as its pastor for thirty-
seven years. This church celebrated its hundredth anniver-
sary in August, 1931. During its hundred years it had given
to the ministry John Ballinger, W. S. Sanford, R. O. Bailey,
and J. R. Hutcherson. Eastham Ballinger was the pioneer
evangelist for northeast Missouri. He held a meeting at
Sugar Creek, in Lewis County, in 1837 and baptized John
Shanks and his wife, recently come from Kentucky. John
Shanks became one of the most suecessful evangelists in that
region.

‘While churches were being established in Marion and Lewis
Counties, the same thing was happening in Ralls, Pike,
Lincoln and Montgomery. In 1829 George Waters came from
Tennessee to Ralls County and preached among the few
families scattered about near what is now the town of Center.
The result was the organization of a chureh in Canton Town-
ship, called Sugar Creek, afterward known as Olivette, now
Center. Thomas McBride served as its pastor in 1833. The
church at Salt River, southeast of New London, was organized
in the home of Roland Keithley, October 29, 1836, by Sandy
E. Jones, father of A. B. Jones, who came to Missouri from
Kentucky in 1831 and settled near Middletown, Montgomery
County. Sandy Jones’ father was a Baptist preacher in
Kentucky, and the son began to preach in the Baptist church,
but under the influence of Barton W. Stone joined the
Reformation, and he always boasted of the fact that ‘‘he was
free-born.”” He and his wife were married in XKentucky by
Barton W. Stone, and migrated to Missouri, where A. B.
Jones was born January 6, 1832. Thus the influence of
Barton Stone’s work was felt in another part of Missouri.
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The work in Pike County began in a meeting held by
Samuel Rogers and James Hughes at Ramsey’s Creek, six
miles from Clarksville. A Baptist church had been organized
at Ramsey’s Creek in 1816 and a house erected, which was
used by all denominations for preaching services. Into this
neighborhood several families moved from Bourbon County,
Kentucky, about the time Samuel Rogers moved to Ohio.
Responding to a call from them for help, Rogers and Hughes
made the trip from Ohio and Indiana and held a meeting at
Ramsey’s Creek, and ‘‘reaped a bountiful harvest of souls.”
The group continued to meet at Ramsey’s Creek until 1833
when a church was organized ‘‘upon the Word of God alone.’’
In January, 1852, it was resolved: ¢‘The said Church of
Christ at Ramsie’s Creek shall be known hereafter as the
Church of Christ at Paynesville.”” There a brick house was
erected which still is being used. Sandy E. Jones also was
instrumental in the organization of a church at Frankford,
also in Pike County, November 5, 1836. ‘‘The constituent
members consisted mainly of persons who had been meeting
as a religious group since 1825.°71¢

As early as February, 1833, James Jeans reported through
the Millennial Harbinger that congregations were meeting
at Troy, in Lincoln County, and at the West Fork of the
Cuivre in Montgomery County.

To the west of Howard County, churches were springing
up, sometimes with as few as five members. Lexington was
organized April 17, 1836, by Levi Vancamp who was one of
the charter members. Dover, although originally organized
as a ‘‘New Light’’ Church, at an earlier date, accepted the
teaching of the Disciples and became a congregation August
9, 1833. The first Church of Christ in Clay County was or-
ganized in the home of Zachariah Everett, August 8, 1833.
Howard Everett was the preacher and ‘‘Old Father Everett’’

WThe Christian-Evangelist, Jan. 14, 1987, p. 66.
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the deacon. The church at Liberty was organized by A. H.
F. Payne in December, 1836. Its membership consisted of
A. H. F. Payne, and Mary Payne, Mason Summers and Maria
Summers. Because the two churches were too close together
a union was effected in the town of Liberty in April, 1837,
and one of the historic churches of Missouri was begun.?

The earliest records of churches in Jackson County desig-
nate ‘‘Lone Jack’’ as the first, organized September 21,
1832.2¥ Among the names of the charter members are Thomas
MecBride, Sr., and Thomas McBride, Jr. The church of In-
dependence was organized in 1836, and erected a church
building soon after. This also has become one of the historie
churches of the state. Thus, by 1837 a line of churches
stretched across the state from east to west and the leaven
was beginning to work both north and south.

G. A. Hoffman designates St. Louis and its surrounding
territory, particularly southeast Missouri, ‘‘the Roman
Catholie, Lutheran and Evangelical church country of Mis-
souri. Shut off from the central and the western and
northern parts of the state, nevertheless in the pioneer period
two churches were organized, which are flourishing today.
Among the early settlers were some from Virginia and Ken-
tucky who came seeking, not mineral wealth, but the fertile
soil upon which to establish homes. Imbued with the teach-
ing of James O’Kelly and Barton W. Stone, they soon found
common religious ground and associated themselves together
for work and worship. The first church organized was in the
Cook settlement, and is known as Libertyville, St. Francois
County, May 17, 1822. This congregation celebrated its 114th
anniversary in 1936. Since its beginning it has held a home-
coming celebration on the third Sunday in May each year. . ..
The Antioch Church, now Fredericktown, was organized be-

"Reminliscences of Ploneer Preaching in Clay County.
#Dawn of the Reformation, p. 532.
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fore the Cook settlement, but it was a Free-Will Baptist
church. It was located about two miles north of Frederick-
town. This church gradually came to the basis of union on
the Bible, that is, the faith and practice of the apostles. It
was not identified with the restoration movement until after
the organization of Libertyville. The Nifong and Anthony
families were among the first to embrace the New Testament
in its entirety and greatly impressed their lives, first at
Antioch and then at Fredericktown, upon these communities.
This has been an active church for more than a hundred
years.’’*®

In southwest Missouri there is only one church of which
we have record which belongs in the period of pioneering.
G. A. Hoffman records that ‘‘Joel H. Haden, a pioneer of
Howard County, Missouri, was appointed Register of the
Land Office at Springfield, Missouri, by President Andrew
Jackson in the year 1834, and soon removed to this frontier.”’
James MeBride moved there in November, 1837. Writing
to the Millennial Harbinger under date of March 10, 1839,
he reported that Joel Haden had organized a church eight
miles in the country, and in the spring of 1838 he organized
a congregation in Springfield. ‘‘Brother Haden is our bishop,
whose oratory and hiblical knowledge are not surpassed in
this state—allowing me to be the judge.’’°

The influence of those early churches cannot be estimated,
not only upon the communities where they were located, but
upon distant parts of the state. The pioneer population was
on the move. It was not hard for people to change locations.
If the first place they stopped did not suit them, they could
move on to another place. Thomas MecBride, according to
Samuel Rogers, stopped first in Franklin County and
preached, and then moved on to Howard County, later lived

¥Hoffman’s Manuscript, p. 190.
2Millennial Harbinger, New Series, Vol. 3, p. 237.
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in Boone and finally moved to Oregon. James McBride
moved from Boone County to Springfield in November, 1837,
just after the ‘‘Bear Creek Meeting,’’ and he found Joel H.
Haden performing his duties as Register of the Land Office,
but preaching on Sundays, and churches were organized as
the result of his effort. Most of the pioneer preachers were
farmers or businessmen, who gave six days of the week to
the business of making a living and then traveled what in
those days were long distances, to preach, without expecting
remuneration. Samuel Rogers says of the meeting which
he and James Hughes held at Ramsey’s Creek, that they did
not receive as much money from first to last as they had
spent. But they were satisfied. ‘“We were seeking souls,
not fortunes,”’ he said.

The message of these pioneer preachers was simple. The
world was lost in sin and Jesus came to save it. To accept
him was to make him Lord of life. Reports were couched
in such language as: ‘‘Seven owned and obeyed the Lord’’;
“Ten submitted to the peaceful reign of the Messiah’’;
‘‘Eight owned the Savior of sinners and submitted to
heavenly will’’; ‘“‘Four came forward and took their stand
upon the foundation the Lord has laid in Zion.”’ Churches
of Christ were ‘‘organized or planted upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets.”’

The simplicity of their message was in marked contrast to
the ‘‘Mourners’ bench conversion’’ of some of their neighbors.
The emotional experiences of the Cane Ridge revival had
passed. The appeal now was to reason. Men were invited
to listen, to think, and to aet, and there was an immediacy
about it that was apostolie. ‘‘Today, if ye will hear his voice,
harden not your hearts’’ was the constant urge. There was,
too, a consciousness of importance to the message because
it sought the unity of God’s people. Divisions were of the
devil. The only way to heal differences was to return to
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apostolic Christianity, which to these men meant acecepting
and obeying Jesus as Lord, wearing his name and observing
his ordinances. To do these things would leave no reason
for separateness. Charles Louis Loos once said in a prayer
meeting, ‘“When I began preaching I gave all of the rest of
the religious world five years to come to my way of think-
ing.”’ He paused for a moment and then said, ‘‘And they
haven’t come yet.”” Through all of the preaching there was
a ringing call for help. ‘‘The harvest truly is plenteous,
but the laborers are few. . . . Come over into Macedonia
and help us.”” With such a conception of gospel preaching,
and with such passion to preach, the results were certain to
be manifest.



CHAPTER V

THE BEGINNING OF CO-OPERATION—THE ANNUAL
MEETING—THE STATE MEETING

Pioneering, whether of discovery or settlement, cannot
eliminate the human desire for fellowship. The romance
of loading all of one’s earthly possessions into a covered
wagon and with rifle on one’s shoulder, to provide game by
the way, to blaze a trail through trackless forests and un-
broken prairies, provided thrills for days at a time. But
when a destination was reached, a clearing made, a cabin
erected, and the experience of daily living in new surround-
ings was begun, much of the romance was gone. After
awhile a sense of loneliness, a longing for contact with the
outer world, produced an urgent desire to get together. In
the Christian home it resulted in neighborhood meetings for
fellowship and worship. If one was present who had the urge
to preach, whether he was learned or illiterate, he was listened
to with profound attention, and welcomed with glad acclaim.

Pioneer preachers felt the need for fellowship and the need
for help. Samuel Rogers says of his first visit to Thomas
MeBride, ‘“‘For a long time he had been in Missouri, and he
had almost despaired of ever receiving any assistance from
any source. When I informed him that Hughes and I had
determined to make a lengthy tour through this country the
coming spring, his feelings completely overcame him. We
talked of old times and new until a late hour, when we had
worship and retired to rest for the night.’”

The early preachers were evangelists. They were bearers
of good news. The love of Christ constrained them. They
could say with the apostle Paul, ¢“Woe is unto me if I preach
not the gospel.”’ They sometimes went singly, sometimes in

tAutobiography of Samuel Rogers, p. 51.
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twos and threes. Every new recruit was welcomed to the
ranks of the leaders. When Warren Woodson, Jr., and his
wife came from Virginia to Missouri, Thomas M. Allen
wrote, ‘‘I mention him that his numerous friends in his natal
land, who read the Harbinger, may know where he is in the
far west, and that he is zealously engaged in proclaiming the
gospel, to the delight and edification of the saints and admira-
tion of the public. I regard him as quite an accession to our
teaching ranks, and humbly trust he may be greatly useful in
this land of his adoption.’”

The Annual Meeting grew out of a sense of need of larger
information concerning the cause in which all were interested,
and a desire for a better acquaintance among the brethren
and, also, for more intelligent planning for the establishment
of churches. As brethren became better acquainted, their
reports of churches created interest in others, until the desire
for a gathering respresentative of a large group of churches
resulted in a call. The date was set for Friday, September
22, 1837, and the place Bear Creek Church, in Boone County.
The means of publicity was the announcement through the
preaching services held by interested brethren. Thomas M.
Allen, who was the most accurate and voluminous corre-
spondent, sent a report of the meeting to the Millennial
Horbinger which was published in the January and March
issues. As it is the report of the first representative gather-
ing held in the state, we give it in full:

Boone County, September 29, 1837.

On last Friday, the 22d instant, our annual meeting commenced at
Bear Creek in this county, and continued until the Tuesday following.
The crowds and attention were very great, and much good I anticipate
will result from our interview. Seven owned and obeyed the Lord
during the meeting; and already have brother Wills and I been in-
vited to immerse one of the most respectable citizens of the county,

2Millennial Harbinger, New Series, Vol, 2, p. 4786.
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whose heart was pierced by the truth during the meeting. The utmost
harmony and good feeling prevailed throughout; nothing but brotherly
love and Christian affection was manifested in the conduet of brethren
for each other. The following teaching brethren were present, viz.—
Thomas M’Bride, Joel H. Hayden, J. M’Bride, Wm. White, Joel
Prewitt, James and Jacob Coons, N. Ridgeway, Wm. Reed, J. Williams,
R. Roberts, M. P. Wills, and T. M. Allen. There were twenty-four
churches heard from, either by written or verbal communications, all of
which are in the five counties of Callaway, Boone, Howard, Randolph,
and Monroe, and contain about thirteen hundred members—although all
the congregations were not heard from in the counties mentioned.
There are, no doubt, at least 1,500 members in the different churches
of Christ in the bounds above mentioned. The brethren in the above
counties, with that of Audrain County, agreed to meet in annual meet-
ing every year hereafter; and have appointed the next meeting to be
held in Paris, Monroe County, to commence on Friday before the 4th
Lord’s Day of September next. It was also the wish of all the
brethren, that the different churches throughout the state would as-
sociate together in suitable districts, and meet annually; by which

NAME OF THE PLACE WHERE NO. OF ADDED WHEN

CHURCH MEETS SITUATED MEMBERS RECENTLY PLANTED
Dover Randolph Co. 57 A.D. 1837
Middle Fork Do. 22 12 1834
Union Do. 40 1834
East Fork of Chariton Do. 100 1826
Millersburg Callaway 51 1836
Fulton Do. 93 36 1832
Persia Boone 47 1835
Columbia Do. 78 15 1832
Bear Creek Do. 38 1821
Red Top Do. 75 12 1820
Gilead Do. 25 18 1837
Rockbridge Do. 30 1834
Mount Moriah Howard 40 1833
Mount Pleasant Do. 21 1833
Lebanon Do. 40 1833
Fayette Do. 150 12 1825
Richland Do. 100 1816
Freedom Do. 30 1818
Salt Creek Do. 50 1816
Elk Fork Monroe 60 15 1834
Paris Do. 105 25 1835
Florida Do. 35 1834

Crooked Creek Do. 25 15 1837
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means a general acquaintance could be formed, much information ob-
tained, and the character, situation, and wants of the churches made
known,
Within the last ten or twelve months about one hundred and fifty
persons have obeyed the gospel, and been added to the above churches,
as far as reported, notwithstanding the information was imperfect.
As it may be of some satisfaction to you, I will annex an account
of the congregations heard from, with their place of location, num-
ber, increase, &e. In some instances they may not be correct, but the
object was always to be below than exceed the number, Wherever in-
accuracies are found it is hoped the friends will correct them, as our
object is not to deceive, but to exhibit correct intelligence.

I humbly trust the above information may be acceptable to you
and your readers, and that others may be stimulated to give similar
intelligence; for I know that the public have very incorrect knowledge
of the strength, growth, and influence of those who are contending for

the faith once delivered to the saints.
THOMAS M. ALLEN.S

The spirit of the meeting was prophetic. It exemplified
in a large measure the exhortation of the Apostle, ‘‘In love
of the brethren be kindly affectioned one toward another in
honor preferring one another.”” Every teaching brother
(preachers were teaching brethren) was called upon to serve
and considered it a privilege to do so. The urge to bring
men to own and acknowledge their Lord throbbed in every
message. It was characteristic of the zeal which marked all of
the work of the pioneers. The meeting resulted in increasing
the information concerning the achievements thus far in
establishing churches. It was true that only twenty-four
churches in five counties reported, and not all of the known
churches were represented; nor were the statistics without
fault. The dates when some of the churches were ‘‘planted,”’
checked with other reports, are found to be inaccurate. As
the reporter said, ‘‘In some instances they may not be cor-
rect, but the object was always to be below than exceed the

f1bid., pp. 44, 45, 141.
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number. Wherever inaccuracies are found it is hoped the
friends will correct them, as our object is not to deceive, but
to exhibit correct intelligence.’” At least a beginning had
been made which never has ceased during these hundred
years, and measured by facilities of communication and re-
sponse to appeals for information, they manifested great
interest in the work.

The desire to perpetuate the influence of the meeting was
its most significant action. The appointment of a meeting
to be held in Paris the next year, which resulted in an agree-
ment to hold one in Fulton in 1839, which in turn appointed
one to be held in Fayette in 1840, indicates the permanency
of the work. The appreciation of the value of these gather-
ings is reflected in the statement, ‘‘It was also the wish of
all the brethren, that the different churches throughout the
state would associate together in suitable districts, and meet
annually; by which means a general acquaintance could be
formed, much information obtained, and the character, situa-
tion, and wants of the churches made known.”’

The meeting at Paris in 1838 began on Friday night,
September 21, and continued until Wednesday night follow-
ing. ‘‘It was numerously attended by elders, brethren and
sisters. Written or verbal communications were received from
28 churches, containing near 1,400 members, and to which
about 350 additions had been made during the twelve
months.”” Five of the preachers who had attended the Bear
Creek meeting were not present at Paris—two, Joel H. Haden
and James McBride, had gone to Springfield to live, where
they were busy serving churches. On the other hand, four
were at Paris who were not at Bear Creek. One, Warren
Woodson, Jr., was a new recruit from Virginia. At Fulton,
in 1839, 30 churches were heard from and they reported 1,829
members. Again the roster of preachers had changed, but
there were three, T. M. Allen, James Coons, and M. P. Wills,
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who had attended all three meetings. At Bear Creek there
were five counties represented, at Paris six, and at Fulton
eight.

The suggestion made at Bear Creek, ‘‘that the different
churches throughout the state would associate together in
suitable districts, and meet annually,”’ began to bear fruit.
In September, 1840, T. N. Gaines reported ‘‘the annual meet-
ing in the Upper Missouri, held at Independence, Jackson
County.”” Fourteen churches in LaFayette, Ray, Jackson,
Johnson, Platte, Clay and Rives (now Henry) Counties re-
ported 826 members. There was a good attendance, some
coming as far as a hundred miles. It was decided to hold
the next annual meeting at Lexington on Friday before the
first Lord’s Day in October, 1841. A week later, in response
to an invitation given by Sandy E. Jones through the
Millennial Harbinger, the churches of Pike, Ralls and Lin-
coln Counties met at Louisville, Lincoln County, on Friday
before the third Lord’s Day in September and continued
until Tuesday. Eight churches reported 434 members.* The
value of the annual meetings was beginning to be appre-
ciated throughout the brotherhood of the state.

The call for the annual meeting at Fayette, in 1840, took
a forward step. ‘‘The Churches of Christ, in the counties of
Callaway, Boone, Howard, Randolph, Monroe and Audrain,
will hold their annual meeting in Fayette, Howard County,
Missouri; commencing on Friday before the first Lord’s Day
in October next. It is desirable that all the teaching brethren,
with as many others as can, will attend. We expeet each
church to send a written communication, stating their num-
ber, increase, ete. ; and also what they will do towards sustain-
ing Evangelists the ensuing year.””® Of this meeting G. A.
Hoffman says, ‘‘There was some good preaching, nine min-

‘Ibid., Vol. 4, pp. 422, 515, 563.
5Ibid., p. 425.
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isters were present and reports were made but no further
record given. There seemed to be great harmony, and good
feeling prevailed. The meeting adjourned to meet again in
September, 1841, at Fayette, and it was called a state meeting
for the first time.’’¢

The first State Meeting began in Fayette on Friday,
September 10, and continued until Wednesday the 15th. The
audiences throughout were unusually large. The evangelistie
spirit still prevailed and there were fifty-two accessions,
mostly by faith and obedience. The attendance was gratify-
ing, as a study of the wide range of territory covered reveals.
Thirty-three counties reported 71 churches (Franklin County
reported the number of additions but not the number of
churches, nor the membership) with 4,735 members and 1,589
additions during the year. It was realized that this was
not a complete report of the brotherhood in the state, but it
was heartening to those who were on the firing line to know
that they were a part of so militant a forece. The counties
represented were Audrain, Boone, Buchanan, Cooper, Calla-
way, Cole, Clay, Chariton, Dade, Franklin, Greene, Howard,
Henry, Jackson, Johnson, Knox, LaFayette, Lewis, Lincoln,
Marion, Macon, Monroe, Newton, Pettis, Platte, Pike, Ralls,
Ray, Randolph, Saline, Scotland, Shelby, and Taney. It will
be seen that all of these counties had been touched by the
influence of the annual meetings, except those in the Ozark
region, namely Greene, Dade, Newton and Taney Counties.
It is a testimony to their interest and zeal that they were
represented in this first state meeting.

The business of the meeting was transacted in orderly
manner. Saturday morning F. R. Palmer, of Independence,
was chosen chairman and H. L. Boon, of Fayette, secretary,
and reports of churches were received. ‘‘After conferring

¢Hoffman's Manuscript, p. 57.
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together, the brethren unanimously agreed to appoint Elders
J. P. Lancaster and Allen Wright Evangelists for the
state. . . .

““They also recommended the churches in particular dis-
tricts to meet and appoint district Evangelists, whose duty
it shall be to co-operate with the State Evangelists, when in
their bounds. . . .

““Agreed to assemble in State Meeting again, in Fayette,
Howard County, on Friday before the 4th Lord’s Day in
May, 1843; when it is expected every church in the state
will be heard from. . ..

“The following preaching brethren were present, viz.:
Elder Thomas Smith, from Kentucky; Elder L. Hatchitt,
from Illinois; and Elders F. R. Palmer, J. P. Lancaster, A.
Wright, M. P. Wills, T. M. Allen, H. L. Boon, W. Lee, W.
‘White, J. Williams, H. Thomas, M. A. Ferris, W. Burton, T.
McBride, Sr., J. H. Haden, J. Prewitt, D. Young, L. Van-
camp, and W. Reed (perhaps some others not remembered).”’
A cordial invitation was extended to ‘‘teaching brethren’’
from other states to attend the next State Meeting.

A postseript following the report said, ‘‘The churches in
the counties of Callaway, Boone, Howard, Randolph, Monroe,
and Audrain have agreed to meet at Dover in Randolph
County, on Friday before the 2nd Lord’s Day in November
next, for the purpose of selecting a Distriet Evangelist, and
agreeing upon some plan to continue efficient public men in
the field of active labor. Each church is expected to speak
out on that occasion and say what they will do.”’”” There is
no record of this meeting’s ever having been held.

While the establishment of the State Meeting affected the
annual meetings, it did not eliminate them entirely. The
annual meeting announced for Bear Creek, Boone County,

TMillennial Harbinger, New Series, Vol. 5, pp. 528, 529.
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in 1842, was held October 21-25. Thirty-eight churches re-
ported 3,043 members and 852 additions. A significant com-
ment in the report was, ‘‘Twenty-nine of them only reported
additions which might be interpreted that the remaining
nine had had no additions, or that they carelessly did not
report them.”” Twenty-three of the thirty-eight churches
were in Boone, Monroe, and Howard Counties, and five in
Randolph. ‘‘The churches in Pleasant Hill, Mexico, Hunts-
ville, Ten Mile, Marshall, Clinton, and Stephens have been
constituted this year.”” The meeting for 1843 was appointed
to be held in Paris.?

The annual meeting for ‘“Upper Missouri’’ was held at
Barry, Clay County, September 30 and Oectober 1, 2 and 8.
Preaching marked the daily sessions and continued for several
days after the meeting ended, resulting in twenty-three
‘“‘valuable additions.”” Ray, Clay, Jackson, LaFayette, Platte,
Buchanan, Clinton, and Holt Counties reported 1,155 mem-
bers, and ten churches from the North Grand River country
reported 278, a total of 1,433. Holt County was reported
‘““on the confines of civilization.”” Seven preachers were
present and participated in the sessions.

This meeting was the first to take the form of an organized
body, by proposing a definite plan for maintaining evangelists
in the field, and assigning them stated tasks. Introduced
with ‘“Whereas, the church is the pillar and ground of the
truth,”’ and ‘‘They that preach the gospel shall live of the
gospel,”’ and ‘‘Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth
out the corn,”’ and recognizing that the churches had made
no concerted effort to meet their obligation to evangelize their
territory, ‘‘ Therefore,”’ with a series of ‘‘Be it Resolved’s”’
it was proposed to ask each church to contribute fifty cents
per member to a fund to maintain two evangelists. A com-
mittee of four members was appointed to receive the money.

%Ibid., Vol. 7, p. 92.



52 THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST IN MISSOURI

They were to employ ‘‘two good and devout men to labor
as preachers in the above named bounds.”” These preachers
were to not only hold meetings, where they could do the most
good, but they also were to visit all of the churches ‘‘in the
bounds of this meeting, and ascertain their location, their
numbers, the names of their elders, their order, ete., and ex-
hort them to the observance of all things enjoined by the
Great Head of the church, collect offerings and receipt for
them, and report to the committee, not only of all monies
received but all other activities.”” A state society was in the
making. It was deecided to hold the next annual meeting at
Platte Union, in Platte County, beginning on Friday before
the first Lord’s Day in October, 1843.°

An annual meeting was held in Paris, Monroe County, on
October 13, 1843. Forty-three churches reported 4,010 mem-
bers and 1,318 additions during the year. Jacob Creath, Jr.,
presided and T. M. Allen was clerk. The next meeting was
appointed to be held at Bear Creek, Boone County, in Oe-
tober, 1844. T. M. Allen reported that this meeting was held
but he was not able to attend all of its sessions. ‘‘Eleven
heard, believed, and were baptized, and two others were
added during the meeting.’’** He also reported ‘‘an an-
nual meeting held at Palestine, Cooper County, in October,
the first annual meeting held in that bounds.”” Benton,
Cooper, Cole, Henry, Johnson, Miller, Morgan, Pettis, and
Saline Counties were represented, and twenty-two churches
reported 1,157 members and 772 additions. They arranged
to meet in Georgetown, Pettis County, commencing on F'ri-
day before the second Lord’s Day in October, 1845.

The State Meeting which held its first session in Fayette,
in 1841, appointed the next meeting for the same place. It
met on Friday, May 26, and closed on May 30. Seventy-

*Tbid. -
Ibid., 8rd S., Vol. 2, p. 46.
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eight congregations were heard from, and they reported
5,166 members and 2,864 added during the year. Forty-two
congregations reported to the last state meeting, were not
heard from at this: their number then was 2,217, which,
added to the above number, would make 7,983 members. ‘I
am certain that our number in Missouri is not less than
10,000.”**  About 40 of the 78 churches reported were
started during the year. The date for the next convention
was Friday before the third Lord’s Day in May, 1844, and
the place Fayette. At this meeting eighty-one churches
were heard from, with 5,543 members, and in which there
had been 1,282 additions during the year. Jacob Creath,
Jr., reported that heavy rains and swollen streams greatly
affected the attendance.

The meeting in 1845 had the unusual attraction of having
Alexander Campbell as a guest. For some reason the date
was changed from May back to October, and the place was
Columbia. Mr. Campbell set out from home on September
30 and reached Columbia on October 16. He met Jacob
Creath, Jr., and William Fife in St. Louis and traveled with
them to Columbia. Owing to a drouth in Missouri that year,
the rivers were too low for safe and certain navigation, so the
party went by stage. At Columbia he was the guest of T. M.
Allen, on his country estate, together with Elder John
Rogers of Kentucky and J. T. Jones of Illinois. The state
meeting began the next morning. Mr. Campbell delivered an
address of two hours’ length each day. On the Lord’s
Day the meetings were held in a grove and some four thou-
sand were present. On Monday he delivered an address on
education and a subscription of over four hundred dollars
for Bethany College was received.?? T. M. Allen, the faith-
ful correspondent, reported that 196 congregations were

urbid., New Series, Vol. 7, p. 3176.
#Ybid, 8rd S., Vol. 8, pp. 66, 67.
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heard from with 13,057 members, and 1,740 additions.
““Thirty-four preachers were present, including Mr. A. Camp-
bell, of Virginia, John Rogers, of Kentucky, J. T. Jones and
J. S. Patton, of Illinois.’*

The meeting in 1846 was held in Lexington, as announced,
but only meager reports of it are obtainable. T. M. Allen
wrote to the Millennial Harbinger under date of December
13: ‘It is some weeks since I sent you the Minutes of our
late State Meeting, which will give you all the information
upon that subject that ecan interest our brethren or the pub-
lic,’** but the ‘“Minutes’’ did not appear. From Allen’s diary
T. P. Haley reports seven preachers were listed as present,
88 churches reported 8,945 members and 1,008 additions
during the year. One hundred and twenty-six churches re-
ported at previous meetings were not heard from at this
time. These had when reported 7,714 members, making a to-
tal of 14,659 members and 214 churches. The next meeting
was set for third Lord’s Day in October, 1848.

In addition to the state meeting held in Lexington in Oe-
tober, at least two annual meetings were held before the state
meeting. T. M. Allen attended an annual meeting for ‘‘Up-
per Missouri,”’ at Lexington on the first Lord’s Day in June:
‘“Elders F. R. Palmer, Johnson, T. N. Gaines, J. Creath, Jr.,
and myself of the teaching brethren, were present.”’*® The
following announcement appeared in the Millennial Harbin-
ger: ‘‘The churches of Jesus Christ, in the counties of Calla-
way, Boone, Howard, Randolph, Monroe and Audrain, will
hold an annual meeting at Richland, Howard County, Mis-
souri, commencing on Friday before the 2nd Lord’s day in
October next. Brethren, let us have reports from all the
churches, that they may be taken from this meeting up to
the State Meeting at Lexington the Lord’s Day following. .. .

3Tbid.,, p. 179.
#Ibid., 3rd 8., Vol. 4, p. 176.
*Ibid., 3rd 8., Vol 3, p. 475.
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‘‘Richland is near Glasgow, on the Missouri River. It will
be convenient for preachers and brethren in traveling up
the Missouri to the State Meeting, to attend the Annual Meet-
ing, and go from thence to Lexington. Will our brethren
bear this in mind.’"¢

There is no record of this meeting. T. P. Haley says a
meeting was held at Huntsville that year and one at Paris
in 1847. G. A. Hoffman says, ‘‘But there seems to be no
record of these two annual meetings at Huntsville and
Paris.””*

The state meeting at Fayette in 1848 ‘‘shows that there
were twenty-four ministers present. Among those the names
of A. Procter, C. B. Arbuckle, J. H. Johnson, D. P. Hender-
son, and Elder Majors appear for the first time. There were
132 churches heard from, with a membership of 7,988 and
1,144 added during the year. The meeting approved the work
of the American Bible Society, of Cincinnati, Ohio. The de-
cision was unanimous and it is the first record we have that
these meetings approved anything. This was a long step in
advance of former meetings.’”?® D, P. Henderson, who at-
tended this meeting, had spent the summer of 1848 holding
meetings in the state. He was regarded as one of the most
successful evangelists of that day, and he rendered great serv-
ice to the brotherhood in this state in the succeeding years.
James Shannon, recently inaugurated president of Missouri
University, was present at the meeting. He also became a
useful addition to the leadership of the state during the next
decade, both as president of the University and as first presi-
dent of Christian University.

The meeting for 1850 was appointed to be held in Fayette,
but no record remains of its proceedings. It is supposed that

1Thid.,, p. 478.
1"Hoffman’s, Manuscript, p. 61.
8Tbid., p. 61.



56 THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST IN MISSOURI

it was held and followed the usual method of procedure,
but a debate being held at New Bloomfield, in Callaway
County, proved the greater attraction.

The next meeting was held at Glasgow, Howard County,
October 28 and 29, 1853. The second week before, October
17, a group of brethren representing the churches of the
Third Congressional District, and including Marion County,
held a meeting in the courthouse at Linneus, Linn County,
which had a significant bearing upon the state meeting held
at Glasgow. After choosing Jacob Creath, Jr., president,
and John T. Jones, secretary, a committee of seven was ap-
pointed to prepare business for the action of the meeting.
After deliberation they presented a series of resolutions look-
ing to the organizing of the district for evangelizing purposes.
The first regular meeting was to be held on May 3, 1854, at
Bloomington, Macon County, and the officers were instructed
to contact all of the churches and ask them to send delegates.
The officers for the ensuing year were Jacob Creath, Jr.,
president; John M. Crawford, vice-president ; D. Pat Hender-
son, corresponding secretary; John T. Jones, recording sec-
retary; A. P. McCall, treasurer. Members of the executive
committee were chosen from the following counties: Howard,
Livingston, Mercer, Sullivan, Adair, Shelby, Grundy, Linn,
Scotland, Knox, Clark, Chariton, Carroll, and Randolph.

The relation of this action to the state meeting at Glasgow
is readily seen by comparing the minutes. Immediately upon
assembling, the meeting was organized by choosing Jacob
Creath, Jr., president, and John T. Jones, secretary. A com-
mittee was then appointed to present business for action by
the convention. The following brethren were chosen: D. Pat
Henderson, Allen Wright, T. N. Gaines, Samuel Krews, and
Alexander Procter. They reported: (1) That the churches
in each Congressional District organize an Evangelical So-
ciety, for the purpose of employing evangelists; (2) that an
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annual meeting be held in each district on Thursday before
the third Lord’s Day in May, to be organized by the appoint-
ment of a president, vice-president, corresponding secretary,
recording secretary, and treasurer, and an executive com-
mittee composed of one representative for each county; (3)
that the churches in each district hold county meetings on
Friday before the third Lord’s Day in February, for the pur-
pose of devising ways and means of evangelizing efficiently,
and that they appoint delegates to attend the distriet meet-
ings in May; (4) that they adopt some definite system by
which they can raise means to educate young men for the
ministry; (5) that the means thus raised be appropriated
by the officers of each distriet to the young men selected;
(6) that there shall be a state meeting on Thursday before
the second Lord’s Day in October each year; and (7) that
each district meeting send delegates to the state meeting,
with their evangelists, and a report of the number of
churches, number of members, number of additions during
the year, money raised for evangelists and for education,
to whom and the amount paid. It was also recommended
that a corresponding secretary be appointed, who should
send a circular letter to all of the churches, containing a re-
port of this action and urging their co-operation. Alexander
Procter was chosen corresponding secretary. It was finally
recommended ‘‘that speakers should be appointed, and al-
ternates, who should prepare and deliver addresses at the
next State Meeting and definite subjects were assigned.
These resolutions were ecarried unanimously. James N.
Wright and T. P. Haley were chosen evangelists and they
were to receive four hundred dollars provided they could
raise it. The meeting adjourned after choosing Paris as
the place of the next meeting.’’*® This is the first time that
a definite program for co-operation among the churches was

¥fillennial Harbinger, 4th S., Vol. 4, p. 177.
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proposed. Hitherto both the annual meetings and state meet-
ings had been preaching services and their success was
measured by the attendance, the quality of the fellowship en-
joyed, and the number of ‘‘accessions’’ obtained. Now the
need for co-operation of effort was beginning to bear fruit.

At Paris the meeting began October 5, 1854. A condensed
report of the proceedings appearing in The Christian Evan-
gelist made no mention of preaching services, although it may
fairly be assumed that the established custom at these meet-
ings was not wholly abandoned, since there were able evange-
lists present. The report is intended to be an abstract of the
business transacted. The first item was a preamble and reso-
lution commending the revision of the Seriptures by the
American Bible Union and recommending that an offering
be taken the next day and that all of our churches be urged
to do the same. The offering was taken, resulting in a gift
of seventy dollars, and the president, Jacob Creath, was re-
quested to send it, with a letter of appreciation, to the Ameri-
can Bible Union. A resolution was passed requesting that
evangelists, whether appointed by distriets or the state, be
urged to take offerings in every church to create a fund for
the education of young men for the ministry, and a further
resolution by Mr. Creath urged that at district meetings one
or more persons in each county be appointed to solicit con-
tributions from each chureh for this fund. D. Pat Hender-
son, chairman of the Committee to Prepare Business for the
State Meeting, made the following report :

“The committee would recommend the following subjects,
on which written discourses are requested from those ap-
pointed, viz.:

‘1st, Introductory address, by T. M. Allen. S. S. Church,
alternate.

““2nd, Difference Between the Law of Moses and the Gos-
pel of Christ. J. Creath. J. W. MecGarvey, alternate.
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¢¢38rd, Character and Duties of Christian Teachers. D. Pat
Henderson. G. W, Longan, alternate.

““4th, The Model Church. P. Donan. J. K. Rogers,
alternate.

‘“5th, Congregational and Family Religion. Moses E.
Lard. Charles Carleton, alternate.

““It was decided to publish the proceedings of the meeting
in pamphlet form, and 500 copies were ordered, to be dis-
tributed among the counties of the state; it was also Re-
solved, That Messrs. Bates and Henderson be requested to
publish 1,000 copies of the Addresses of the speakers ap-
pointed at the last State Meeting, to prepare and deliver
addresses at this meeting.’’

It was resolved that each corresponding secretary and
evangelist write to A. Procter, of Glasgow, the correspond-
ing secretary of the state meeting, and furnish him with all
the information they have about the number of congrega-
tions, and number of members in each county, and that the
secretary make a full report to our state meeting.

The resolutions elosed with a vote of thanks to the breth-
ren and citizens of Paris for their kindness and hospitality,
and to the president and secretaries for their faithful, able
and impartial discharge of their duties. The meeting next
year was to be at Georgetown, Pettis County.?

The meeting was held at Georgetown, according to schedule
in 1855, but no record of the program has been preserved.
Whether or not the program adopted at Paris was carried
out the record does not show. The most important action
was the appointment of a committee cons