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A. Hugh Clark

The Law Of Moses
Is Binding On No One Today

We have learned in the past few articles that the promise
to Abraham was a twofold promise, and that the first, or
temporal part of the promise, ran its course and was ful-
filled unto the Jews in the land of Canaan. We have
learned also that the law of Moses was given exclusively
to the Jews (Deut. 5:1-3) to govern them in the land of
Canaan (Gal. 3:19), and that
Gentile nations at all.

it never did pertain to the

The Gentile nations having only a traditional knowledge
of God, drifted farther and farther from God until they
became completely heathen, worshippers of idols (Romans
chapters 1-3).

During this time the second, or SPIRITUAL part of
the promise, "In thee shall all the nations of the earth
be blessed," which was to be fulfilled in the coming of
the promised seed, i.e. in Christ (Gal. 3:16), who was to
abolish the law of Moses (Eph. 2:14; Col. 2:14), and
give in its stead the New Covenant ratified in his blood
(Matt. 26:28). was awaiting fulfillment.

The first part of the promise and the Law of Moses
remember, concerned the JEWS only. The second part
and the New Covenant embraced ALL NATIONS. Since
therefore, the law of Moses EXCLUDED the Gentiles, and
the New Covenant or the gospel of Christ INCLUDES
them, the law had to fulfill its mission, run its course,

serve its purpose and expire by limitation, before the

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

A. Hugh Clark — Evangelist for the Harker Heights
church and Staff Writer for The Preceptor Magazine.
Route 1, Killeen, Texas.

New Covenant, the gospel of Christ, could be in force and
the second part of the promise be fulfilled.

The gospel is God's power to save both JEW and
GENTILE now (Rom. .1:16). "He taketh away the first
that he may establish the second." (Heb. 10:9-10). And

this taking away of the law of Moses occurred when it was
nailed to the cross of Christ (Col. 2:14; Eph. 2:11-18). The
New Covenant at that time became of force and through
it both the Jews and the Gentiles may now, "Be reconciled
in one body by the cross," this body being the church
or kingdom of Christ (Eph. 1:22-23), with the New Testa-
ment as its law and constitution.

The Jews therefore, are wrong in further clinging to
the law of Moses as a law from God to them. They are
waiting for a Messiah WHO HAS ALREADY COME! Their
hope is a vain hope and shall never be fulfilled. No won-

der Paul said of them, "But unto this day, whensoever
Moses is read, a veil lieth upon their heart. But when-
(Continued on page twelve)
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The New Look

look.

The

The newness of the look is only in the outward physical appearance of the

Preceptor Magazine has a new

format. There is nothing new in our sincere desire to remain faithful to the
Bible and to present as helpful material as we can. We have made just enough
changes to present a fresh and more attractive appearance. But we have kept
enough of the old to clearly identify it as the same publication. We are proud
of our fourteen-year history and desire to keep our connection with the past
as we look to the future usefulness of this medium of communication. The
only change we are interested in with reference to the content of the paper
is that of constant improvement. We desire that the writing appearing in
this journal first be true to the Bible and then of the highest literary ex-
cellence of which the writers are capable.

We are now in a position to achieve two very important objectives that
for some time we have been unable to attain. The first of these is to pre-
sent a much improved appearance with reference to the neatness and attrac-
tiveness of the printed copy. This is possible because we now have a closer
control over the mechanical process than we have ever had before. Second,
we will now be able to get the paper to each subscriber at the same time
each month. It is our plan to get the paper into the hands of each subscriber
with the first five days of each month. Obviously this present issue is an

exception but within the next few issues and every issue thereafter we
intend to have it on this same schedule each month. We will be just as
happy about these two improvements as our readers will be.

Here are some of the changes that will be noted in the appearance of
the new look of the paper:

The likeness of the
article. Alongside of it
Only a few of the pictures

writer will appear on the beginning page of his
will be a brief statement identifying the author.
appear this issue because they were not received

in time. But our aim shall be, whenever possible, to include the picture of
the writer. We believe this will be of interest and especially so to those
writers whom the reader has never seen.

The editorial page has been re-arranged. Matters that formerly appeared

in the "editorial box" as well as some other informational matter have now
been placed in the narrow column on the left-hand side. The editorial now
appears in a single and wider column. It will be discovered that the list

of Staff Writers no
our files but the
leading reason for this

longer appears. A list of Staff Writers will be kept in
list will no longer be printed each month. Perhaps the
change has been the difficulty of keeping the list
current, which we have not done over the years. Occasionally a Staff Writer
will want off the list but this does not happen very often. During the early
years of the centralized control controversy this did happen a number of
times. When a writer wants off the readers wonder why. Or, when a writer
does not write for some time the readers also wonder why he does not
write. (The Editor sometimes wonders himself why some do not write.) Also
there are some names on the list who have never written a line for the paper.
When all the aspects of the matter are considered it appears better to remove
the list as a permanent feature of the editorial page. However, each Staff
Writer will be identified as such in the legend besides his picture each
time as his material appears.

A re-arrangement of the physical arrangement of the "Hither.. Thither..
Yon" will be noted. The type has been (Continued on page ten)



"True Christianity" Reviewed Ho. 3

James W. Adams

In two previous articles, we have endeavored to show
that Brother J. D. Hall, Jr.'s infatuation with the idea
that a correct translation of the Greek word, "ekklesia,"
in our English versions of the New Testament would
restore "true Christianity" to the world and solve all the
problems of churches of Christ relative to "Institutionalism"
and "sponsored cooperation" is at once a figment of an
over-inflamed imagination and a gross absurdity. We
are content to allow the discriminating reader to be the
judge as to how well we have succeeded. May we repeat,
it is our conviction that though "ekklesia" be translated
"church, congregation, group, assembly or gathering"'
our problems yet remain. While a minutely accurate
translation of the term in each text would be helpful
in leading students to correct conclusions regarding that
which "ekklesia" describes, the usage in each particular
text and context must of necessity determine the nature
of that which it describes.

The Occasion of Our Concern

We admit considerable concern over the publication
in respectable journals among the brethren cf the Hall
material. However, let it be observed that, if Brother

Hall's obsession involved only the translation of "ekklesia,"
we would have put forth neither the time nor the effort
to review his nonsense. All of the money, time, and

effort Brother Hall might spend in bringing out a new
translation, subsidizing a paper, flying and driving all
over the country for conferences etc., writing reams of
material, publishing tracts, and writing letters, in such

solely between him and
sub-

case would have been matters
his God relative to the stewardship of his material
stance, his time and his strength.

But Brother Hall's proposed '"restoration movement"
involves more than simply translating "ekklesia" correctly.
It involves the propagandizing of an utterly false theory
relative to the nature of the New Testament "ekklesia,"
hence it involves that which the word describes and not
limply the word itself. In Brother Hall's second article
inThePreceptor,hegetstothemeatofthecoconut
of his theory. Here he lets the proverbial "cat out of the
bag," and we learn exactly why he is so exercised over
the so-called "mistranslation" of "ekklesia." In this section
of his material, Brother Hall brands as carnal, sectarian
materialism the idea that the local "ekklesia" is an organic
entity, a body, an organization. He holds in absolute con-
tempt the concept of the local "ekklesia" as an organic
entity divinely designed by Jehovah to function under the
"oversight" of "elders, pastors, or bishops" (all three
terms being in the New Testament applied to the same
group of men—Acts 20:17,28; 1 Pet. 5:1-4.) in discharging
divinely ordained objectives or purposes. He superciliously

refers to this concept as "Church of Christ tradition."
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(This sounds like Leroy Garrett or Robert R. Meyers.)
Brother Hall refers with unveiled scorn to the idea of a
meeting house owned by a congregation and called "the
place of worship." He literally "hoots" at the idea of a
congregation employing ("hiring") a preacher, or elder*
having the oversight of the members, the physical pro-
perties, and the work of such a body. Of course, he refers
to "oversight' as "absolute Lordship," a thing which few
if any conservative brethren would think of defending.
He repudiates with gusto the idea that there is scriptural
authority for a common treasury. This reminds us of an
amusing situation. Imagine a preacher of the gospel living
in a house provided by an organic body, preaching in a
meeting house provided by and owned by an organic body,
drawing his salary from the common treasury of an
organic body and all the while preaching and writing
against the scripturalness of such organic bodies
ligion. This is not an hypothetical case, but a real,
case of one of Brother Hall's collaborators. Hall is not
depending for his living on support for any preaching he
might do, so we suppose he is at least consistent. We
think however, that those who have embraced Hall's
theory ought to prove their faith by their works.

in re-
live

Hall's
To J. D. Hall Jr.

of the "Ekklesia"

(Mark this brethren.) a New Testament

Concept Local

"ekklesia" in the local sense is no more than an informal
gathering of Christians for worship. The group thus
gathered, in his theory, does not have organic entity; it

does not own any physical properties; it does not have a
treasury; it has no mission or purpose as a body; it could
not as a body employ a preacher or any other kind of
worker for any purpose; it has no organization; it does
nothing as a group or body. In the very nature of the
thing, it could not act in its behalf in any capacity whatso-
ever. This, dear brethren, is why we began this series of
articles by styling Hall's theory as weird in concept, per-
nicious in influence, chaotic in tendency, and wholly ground-
less as far as the word of God is concerned. The nearest
thing we know of in religion to Hall's theory is the attitude
of so-called Jehovah's Witnesses. For years they have
parroted the cliche, "All religion is of the devil." For a
long while they had no meeting places that they might,

thus substantiate their claim of being completely un-
organized and not a "church." They have been quite as
adept also as Brother Hall in talking about hierarchies,
ecclesiasticisms, etc., etc. When they finally capitulated

to the necessity for some sort of local establishment, they
hypocritically called their "churches" by the name, "King-
dom Hall." If Hall's restoration movement is a success, we
wonder what he and his followers will in time call their
local establishments—"Saints Gatherings?"

Dragon Killer and Pacifist

Brother Hall projects himself in a dual role. First, he
is a slayer of dragons. He attacks the fire-breathing dragons
of "Church of Christ tradition" with dedication and valor.
Only, what he indicts and attacks, are but absurd abuses
and caricatures of universally recognized, divine principles
and institutions. This has led some unsuspecting people
to be wunaware of his basic errors. Most conservative
brethren are completely opposed, and have been long before
J. D. Hall Jr. appeared in the arena of conflict, to all
the abuses which he attacks, whether in the realm of

(Continued on page ten)
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"Wretched Man That I Am"

Guilty! What a horrible word. What a powerful des-
tructive force. What havoc it works in the lives of men.
It haunts men in all walks of life. How desperately do we all
seek to escape it; and in various ways. Weak men attempt
to drown guilt in pleasure. Men who have enthroned their
own minds attempt to reason guilt away. Materialistic men
seek to buy out of its clutches with the coin of "good works."
"Poor in spirit" men (Matthew 5:3) appeal to Almighty God
for help. What do you do about guilt?

Is your soul so wounded by guilt that a cure appears
to be hopeless? Does nothing seem to give relief; not
medical Science; not encouraging friends; not even "good

works"? If you answer "yes," then, my friend, you too are
wrestling with the same anguish as this man who cried,
"Wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me out of
the body of this death?" (Romans 7:24).

Do not despair nor further torment yourself. You can be
forgiven of your sins (Ephesians 1:7) through Christ's blood.
You can be declared innocent by God (Romans 3:25) as you
believe and obey the gospel (Romans 1:16). "I thank God
through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 7:25).

From the agonizing cry of Romans 7:24 we learn these
things: (1.) This person is the captive of sin. (2.) The
guilty one despairingly describes himself as a "wretched
man." All of us who have experienced the distress of guilt
can appreciate this man's pain. (3.) The sinner is helpless
to deliver himself. (4.) How great is his longing for help.

"Who shall deliver me?"

These verses are the result of a series of statements
about sin and the sinner. (1.) The man who allows his
"flesh" to dominate himself, and who gives into the mastery
of fleshly desires is "sold under sin" Romans 7:14. (2) The
sinner hardly realizes the depths into which his fleshly
master will lead him (verse 15). (3.) The sinner is respon-
sible for choosing his master. "I consent unto the law that
is good. For I delight in the law of God after the inward
man" (verses 16, 22). (4.) As long as the sinner remains
"in the flesh" he is doomed to a life of guilt in time and
ever lasting separation from God in eternity (verse 18 and
6:23). (5.) The sinner, who is in "captivity under the law
of sin which is in my members" (Romans 7:23), needs
help from God.

The distress and plight of modern man is not new. His
ancient brothers have faced the same foe. We seek to
escape the Living God in order to worship our created
god, Pleasure. We seek to escape the just demands of the
Living God in order that we may live unto ourselves. But
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the inward evidence of God's existence and of our own
true selves—conscience— ceaselessly hunts us out, however
we hide, to haunt us (Romans 2:15).

A merciful God has given a certain and consoling an-
swer to the "wretched" man's appeal. "I think God through
Jesus Christ our Lord ... There is therefore now no con-
demnation to them that are in Christ Jesus. For the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from
the law of sin and death. (Romans 7:25-8:2). Christ Jesus

is one's deliverer from sin and guilt as one faithfully
obeys the gospel, God's power to save (Romans 1:16).
The "gospel of Jesus Christ" (Mark 1:1) is wonderful

and glorious news." It is "good news" from and of Christ.
It is God's good news about salvation. It is "good news
only to those who realize they are not "whole" but that
"they are such" with sin (Matthew 9:12).

Therefore, it is easy to see that it is impossible to speak
of the gospel of salvation without speaking of sin. Sin is
the "transgression of the law" (1 John 3:4). The heart of
man is the source and seat of sin (Matthew 15:18). "But
the things which proceed out of the mouth come forth out
of the heart; and they defile man."

Men sin in their attitudes—"passion, evil desire, cov-
etousness, which 1is idolatry"; .. . "anger, wrath, malice"
(Colossians 3-5, 8). Men sin in their actions: (1.) with
reference to God—"ungodliness"—"they glorified him not
as God" (Romans 1:18-23). (2.) With reference to men—
"unrighteousness"—murder adultery, etc. (Matthew 5:21,
32; John 8:11). The prodigal son who "wasted his substance
in riotous living" sinned "against heaven" and in the sight

of his physical father (Luke 15:13,18).

Jesus came to "preach the gospel to the poor" (Luke
4:18f). Who were the "poor"? Not people because they
lacked social blessings for this would have made Jesus

Not "poor" people because they were politi-
this would have made Jesus a

a materialist.
cally oppressed because
politician.

Jesus explains whom he had :n mind as "poor." (1) "He
hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted" over their sins.
"Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted"
(Matthew 5:4). "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are

heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matthew 11.28).
"And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so
much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote his breast,
saying, God be merciful to me a sinner." Here is a true
picture of a "brokenhearted," a "mourning" man; an
"heavy laden" man. To him the gospel would indeed be
"good news."

(2.) "He hath sent me to preach deliverance to the
captives." Those who keep on committing sin Jesus says

are in bondage to sin (John 8:32-34). Jesus, speaking through
Paul, said this: "Know ye not, that to whom ye yield
yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom
ye obey?" (Romans 6:16). The gospel is unquestionably
"good news" to the persons who has allowed Satan to
take him into captivity.

(3)
leaders of that day had

"And recovering of sight to the blind." The religious
so obscured the truth of God by
their traditions that Jesus said of them, "Ye have taken
away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves,
and them that were entering in ye hindered" (Luke 11:52).
(Continued on page fourteen)
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The Doctrine Of Plausibility

The man who justifies the course of his religious actions
on the ground of plausibility greatly errs. In the light of
such action on the part of his critics Jesus declared: "Wis-
dom is justified of all her children" (Luke 7:35). The
danger of plausibility is two-fold: first, it leads a man to
do what is without divine authority; and secondly, it fur-
nishes him satisfaction for continuation in his course.

"Plausibility" is defined: "Superficially pleasing; appar-
ently right." A synonym is the word "specious." The dif-
ference between the two being in the area of their appeal
ie., what is plausible, appealing to the ear and what is
specious, appealing to the eye.

The Lord, while on earth during his personal ministry,
was under frequent attacks from his enemies. Many ob-
jections to the work of Jesus were in the area of plausi-
bility. When he healed on the Sabbath day (Matthew 12:1-13)
their charges were made to sound as if he had violated
the Sabbath law. Their error is seen when it is observed
that not all labour was forbidden by the Law of Moses.
Should a sheep fall into a pit one was permitted to get it
outandJesusidentifiedhisworkofhealinginthatcategory
rather than in the forbidden. The very fact that there
were two categories of work gave his enemies the oppor-
tunity to falsely identify the healing of the man's withered
hand and the eating of corn (on the part of Jesus' disciples)
in the forbidden. Ignoring the fact that there were two

categoriesofactivity (one permittedand theotherfor-
bidden) they chose to observe only that work had been
performed; work was forbidden; therefore, Jesus and Irs
disciples were sinners! Plausible as it sounded it was none
the less not so!

The doctrine of plausibility has been used against gospel
preachers with telling force. Sectarians have long charged
them with being narrow-minded because they objected to
sectarian doctrines and practices. Since a narrow-minded
person will not regard the whole of truth, but only the
part he wishes, it is sinful. Convict a man of this fault
and you will set aside his influence over all whom you
can cause to view him in this light. Is it true, however,
that by objecting to a thing one is proven narrow-minded?

Gods truth involves us in the responsibility to be open-
minded in the examination of evidence and to "abhor
that which is evil and to cleave to that which is good"

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
W. L. Wharton, Jr. — Evangelist for the
Highland Boulevard church and Staff
Writer for The Preceptor Magazine.
4935 Lakewood, San Antonio, Texas 78220.

(Rom. 12:9). It follows then that merely objecting to some-
thing does not, in itself, prove narrow-mindedness. A
sectarian preacher can make his charge of narrow-minded-
ness against a gospel preacher stick in the public mind
because of plausibility. Charges of lewdness against por-
nographic movies and the like are answered by counter-
charges of narrow-mindedness and made to appear plau-
sible to many.

Brethren have utilized the power of plausibility to enhance

acceptance of religious schemes. Informed people know
that the scriptures distinguish between individual action
and congregational action (collective action of saints).

First Timothy 5:16 contains a clearcut case in hand. Yet,
in advocating the scripturalness of congregations estab-
lishing and maintaining benevolent societies .brethren will
take James 1:27 and, by mere plausibility, apply it to
congregational action when the "visit" under discussion
is a matter of individual action. Taking advantage of what
is plausible, and ignoring the fact that individual action
is under review, they make application to congregational
action. Then, without so much as pausing in their stride,
and by the same plausibility, they contend that benevolent
societies are mere expedients of the command "to visit."
Their case for such societies is established upon exactly
the same grounds that the critics of our Lord "proved" (?)
him a violator of the law of Moses. In the same manner
they castigate their critics as 'anti." While the term can
either be a compliment or a criticism, depending on con-
text under discussion, its plausible use (what it sounds
like) is bad and by making capital of that adverse notion
they prove (?) their critics vile. Their whole case, both in
advocating the scripturalness of benevolent societies and
in answering their critics, is made to rest wholly upon the
doctrine of plausibility.

It will be seen that the doctrine of plausibility depends
for its success, not upon the will of God, but the pre-
dilection of men. The success of "the social gospel" is not
to be found in the truth of its arguments or the fruit of
its efforts but rather in the desire of men to make God in
their own image, whether consciously or unconsciously.
The strongest appeal that can be made to men in favor
of binding upon the local congregation the establishment
and support of benevolent societies will be found in the
socialistic bend of men's heart, not in presentation of
scriptural appeals. And, for all of this, the day is not

far off when colleges and the like will also be made the
the doctrine
The End

objects of congregational support. So goes

of plausibility.
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Why The Prevalent Youth Problem?

It seems naive or that one is not being realistic when
he says there are no youth problems today. What about
all the rioting of young people? What about their rebelling
against authority, home, school and civil? What about
their restlessness, the desire to "go, go, go" in search of
exciting and entertaining experiences? What about their
failure to take a share of responsibility in the work of the
home? What about the prevalent desire to "get by" in
school without work or study and the increasing demand
for tutoring? What about their destroying public buildings?
What about the lack of interest in things eternal, in the
work and worship of the Lord's people? These questons
indicate that young people today have problems.

It is worth little to enumerate the problems but time
will be better spent if we can arrive at the cause and re-
move that. Those who have reached the age of maturity
have observed the truth of Pope's statement in his Essay
on Man. He said:

"Tis education forms the common mind:
Just as the twig is bent the tree's inclined."

Certainly Solomon gave the same truth in these words:
"Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is
old, he will not depart from it" (Prov. 22:6), If this
principle be true, and we believe it is, then the root of the
troubles of youth lies in the laps of parents. As a challenge
to keep on the right road, youth needs to become aware
of what his life is and that there must be a worthy pur-
pose in life. Without this awareness, there is no incentive
to work and to build character. When parents have failed
to place the child's feet in the path of right, directed
toward a worthy goal, he feels insecure and without one
to whom he may look as authority. Without guidance and

without knowledge, there is nothing left for him but to
"follow the crowd" in the broad road that leads to de-
struction.

Parents will do well to quit putting the blame on the

~ders for not arranging "an adequate Bible teaching pro-
gram," or one the civil authorities for not "enforcing the
laws" but go the Wisdom of the ages for in the Book
of books they will find the answer to all of man's problems
as well as the preventive measures. To these, parents will
do well to take heed for time is on wings.

The pattern of homelife having changed, it is no longer
a place that offers opportunity for children to learn at
home the meaning of, "In the sweat of thy face shalt thou
eat bread." Today a child is fortunate if he is in the home
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with his mother during the first five years of his life. At
the age of five or six, he leaves home early in the morning
to be under teachers all day. These teachers may or may
not be faithful members of the Lord's body. As does the
father, so does the mother, leave home for the business of
the day, usually for monetary benefits. At the close of the
day, they are tired and indifferent to the training of their
children.

A home filled with enriching experiences is the place
best suited for training a child in the way he should go.
When the child is robbed of that benefit, there is ncth'ng
that will supply the loss he has sustained.

Since factories now do much of the work that was once
done in the home and various devices are reducing the
arduous tasks that woman once had to do, we need to
evaluate the time thus released and spend it in more
worthy tasks than drawing water, washing by hand and
many other things that once were woman's duties. The
most worthwhile replacement woman can make is that of
using the time to develop character in her children. There
is no more rewarding way in which her time could be
spent. While the children are young is the only time the
mother has to equip them for the battle of life which
Satan is now waging relentlessly. There is abundant evi-
dence that in her children lies a mother's greatest op-
portunity

The Parable Of The Sowar

problems that
in the home,
Sower and the
13:3-8,

To get an answer to the solution of the
have arisen because of changed conditions
one should study the graphic lessen on the
Siil given by our Lord and recorded in Matthew
18-23.

"A sower went forth to sow." No one has a greater op-
portunity to sow the seed, "the Word of God," than does
the mother. She has the soil, the hearts of her children.
She has the seed, which is the Bible. Only a mother who
is a faithful Christian can qualify as a sower of the pre-
cious seed in the hearts of her children. It is she only who
can be the help meet for the father who is commanded
to bring up his children "in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord." Mothers must watch that only the good seed
are sown. If they fail to be alert, the enemy can come and
sow tares. The Holy Spirit directed Paul in these words:
"Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a
man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to
the flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.
And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season
we shall reap, if we faint not" (Gal. 6:7-9). This is one
responsibility which mothers, as a help to their husbands
cannot afford to shrink, nor to risk in the hands of others.

What About The Soil?

Before the sowing of the seed, one must see that the

soil is prepared to receive the seed.

The first soil Jesus describes in his parable in Matthew 13
was that by the wayside. He explained this as a condition
when one hears the word of the kingdom "and wunder-
standeth it not." The mother has a better opportunity than
anyone to know what is on the level of her child's under-
standing. Very young children can not understand abstract

(Continued on page fourteen)



The Passing Scene In Religion

Joe Neil Clayton

While we have wused this column on the false doctrines
and practices of denominationalism, we have not intended
to represent ourselves as being free from these dangers.
In fact, it is only mnecessary to read one issue of the
Christian Chronicle, published in Abilene, Texas, to dis-
cover the number of promotional ideas which are per-
meating the church like "super" yeast.

In just one issue (August 27)) we find such unscriptural
promotions as an "Elder's Workshop," a "Labor Day En-
campment" (sponsored by a church, and charging for the
services rendered), and a "Missions Conference." These
are only a few of the items that could have been listed.
Yet, we are not to the end of the journey (so to speak),
because as yet there are some things which the denomina-
tions are doing that we have not yet started.

It is doubtful, however, that the day when we "catch

up" with the denominations is very far away, in the light
of some of the proposals made at the recent "Summer
Lectureship" at Pepperdine College. The general theme
of the Lectureship was 'Confronting Moral Issues," and
one of the topics for the series was "The Church and
Social Issues." This subject was presented by William
Martin, of Boston, Mass., and who is now attending Har-
vard Divinity School.

In the course of pursuing his subject, Brother Martin
succeeded in accelerating the corruption of the church by
proposing that it become an adjunct to the U. S. Govern-
ment through the Urban Renewal Program. He stated
that Urban Renewal was an area in which the church could
materially aid the government. When slums are torn
down, many people are displaced, and move to other crowded
areas, not yet advanced to the point of being slums, but
which could deteriorate to such under overcrowded con-
ditions.

was that the churches move
into these areas to establish "service Centers" or "settle-
ment houses" after the denominational pattern (actually,
Brother Martin conducts just, such a program called the
"House of Carpenter" in South Boston), and also he said

Brother Martin's proposal

that it was possible for churches to receive funds from
the Urban Renewal authorities to construct "low rent
housing," and "non-profit apartments" for the people of

the renewed area. He cited the sections of the Law which
could apply in this case.

What was even more amazing than this, however, was
his suggestion that the church, after having become in-
volved materially in this program as an arm of the govern-

ment, could expect to have a voice in the determinations

made by the authorities! It could act as advisor, looking
for those things which would benefit itself.
In support of these proposals, Brother Martin offered

nothing in the way of justification except some vague con-
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clusions from the principles of helping the poor. The lame
reference to scriptures which he made had nothing what-
ever to do with congregational action, but suggested re-
sponsibility to the individual. When challenged about this
after the lecture, he stated that he did not. believe the
Bible was a 'proof-text type of rule book"!

With toward the scripture, it is no
wonder that he took a dim view of those who sought
scriptural authority for their practice. He said, in his
speech, "It is a narrow spirituality which says 'just preach

the gospel and leave social problems to take care of them-

such an attitude

selves'." But, this statement shows a "narrow" attitude
on Brother Martin's part. It is not "narrow-mindedness,"
but narrow "vision." He cannot see, and therefore dis-
counts, the good done by individual Christians. Unless the

local church is involved organically, he thinks that nothing
is being done at all. He is blinded to the power that can
be wunleashed through the scriptural encouragement of
individual good works. Such things are not "organized,"
so he counts them as impotent. It is a shame that so many
are like Brother Martin, having poor spiritual eyesight.

In another statement, Brother Martin said, "Many of
us have tasted the emptiness of our religion." How re-
vealing this statement is! Religion as has been practiced
by churches of Christ in the past years, years that have

seen the most rap d growth for the church in this century,
does not appeal to Brother Martin and his fellows. They
need something more spectacular, in order to erase that
empty feeling.

If some in the church suffer from "emptiness" in their
religion, we recommend that they study the New Testament
for a remedy, instead of involving the church in exper-
imental programs which lead it through a perversion of
its mission to eventual apostacy. If they cannot find the
key to personal spiritual satisfaction, why involve a gullible
brotherhood in such schemes? We can only predict frustra-
tion and grief as the result of this warping of God's pur-
pose.

Jean Jacques Rousseau rightly stated, when he said,
"God makes all things good; man meddles with them and
they become evil." This "social gospel proposal” is a case
in point. If God had intended to use the church as a
"lobby organization" to campaign for social improvement,
then he would have authorized such in His word. The
absence of that authority is proof enough that God had

no such intention. But, he evidently intended for Christians
to exert some moral force in the world. Peter says, "Keep
your behaviour excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the
thing in which they slander you as evil-doers, they may on
account of our good deeds, as they observe them, glorify
God in the day of visitation" (1 Peter 2:12 NASV).

should satisfy ourselves
of God's authority are
who preserves the local church from corruption, while at
the same time encouraging the increase of individual
good works. God's will can only be accomplished by con-
formity to His will, and not by the substitution of man's
will. The End

that the power
behind the man

Therefore, we
and the weight
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Billy W. Moore, 205 N. Pulton, Butler,
Mo. Dudley Ross Spears held an Oct.
meeting here in Butler.

Carl McCollough, 30 Glenhurst Drive,
Belfast, Northern Ireland. "Since you
last heard from us, we have taught and
baptized two others. Lome Milling is a
young lady who has proved to be very
faithful and devout in her new life as
a Christian. Emma Maloney (that's
Irish) is a widow of about thirty-five
with 3 children." Plans for property
have fallen through and bro. McCul-
lough continues to look for property
for brethren to meet in.

Paul C. Keller, 5201 College Ave, Lub-
bock. Pour have been baptized here at
Caprock and five identified in the past
few weeks. Attendance and interest in
this church is on the increase.

J. W. Evans, 5336 Duke Street, Alex-
anderia, Va. Harry Pickup held a meet-
ing October 24-31 for brethren meeting
in the Belvedere Elementary School. A
number of recent additions have in-
creased the number of these disciples.
Six have identified themselves with
these brethren and a denominational
preacher for a group called "The New
Testament Church" has also been bap-
tized.

Herschel E. Patton, Box 282, Lawrence-
burg, Tenn. Rufus Clifford has just
concluded a fine meeting for these
brethren here at the Downtown church.
A number of meetings in the Law-
renceburg area have been held in
October; James P. Miller with Hickory
Heights in Lewisburg; Columbia at
Mooresville Pike church with Herschel
Patton preaching; and El Bethel near
Shelbyville, Charles Holt preaching.

Cecil B. Douthitt, 2323 South 46th St.,
Port Smith, Ark. Maurice Barnett
preached In a meeting with the church
of Christ, 2323 South 46th St., Fort
Smith, Ark., October 3-10. Seven were
baptized and two were added to our
list by transfer of membership.

H. L. Bruce, P. O. Box 457, Clute,
Texas. One has been baptized and' one
restored here at Clute in past weeks.
Gospel meetings in the Clute area
In October were being conducted at
Alto Loma with Hubert Moss preaching
T. E Webb preached at Damon and
Hoyt Houchen held a meeting for Red
Bluff church in Pasadena.

Ward Holland, 2302 Walnut Street,
Greenville, Tex. Three were baptized
In the meeting I just closed with the

Jim McDonald
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Thomas Blvd. church in Port Arthur.
It was a pleasure to work with brother
Ardie Brown and the brethren there.
Good crowds attended both morning
and evening services. My next and
last meeting of the year will be in
Lakeland, Florida.

Bin Hail, 110 77th Street. Birming-
ham, Alabama. Two have been bap-
tized here at 77th Street in September,
one in October. One was baptized in a

meeting brother Hall held in West
Blocton. A number of area meetings
were in progress at Huffman, Hugh

Davis; Fairview, Herschel Patton; North
Birmingham, Paul Earnhart speaking
and Pinson with Dave Bradford.

David W. Claypool 3915 Franklin
Road, Nashville, Tenn. Of a meeting
in Johnson City, brother Claypool says,

"I feel that the meeting which was
conducted last week was a fruitful
meeting in the Johnson area. Two

were baptized and a number of visitors
came from the community. The attend-

ance was good and interest seemed
high. Brother Ed Harrell has been a
wonderful blessing and boost to the

history at East Tenn. State University

teaching classes and visiting. He is a
cause in East Tennessee. He teaches
there and preaches every week plus

busy man and should indeed be ap-
preciated. He was an encouragement
in every way last week. The work is
on a sound footing in Jonesboro with
Colin  Williamson and at Ewin with
Norman McDonald. Johnson City is
now In process of securing a perma-

nent meeting place and then before
too long a full time preacher." At
Franklin Road in Nashville three
have been recently identified and one
baptized.

Ray Votaw, Box 801, Springs, Tvl.
SoAfrica."Asperusualyoufellows

over there cannot possibly receive a

letter from "missionary types" without
an SOS call. So - here goes. Just
or three days ago I received quite a
shock in regard to hospital, doctor, and
drug accounts due to Thena's operation.
I anticipated about $600 and was "sock-
ed" with $1300. This was due to a
specialist called in from Johannesburg
rather than usual local talent. Anyway,
inasmuch as I have had several months

without complete support (that has
now been assured) this puts me in
somewhat of a dilemma financially.

Another thing, Gene Tope is to be in
the states for about a year beginning
is April, 1966. He ha, no assurance for

8

support while in the states or for re-
turning to South Africa. Consequently,
he is hoping to be able to hold a few
meetings in various parts of the country
and at the same time report on the
situation here. Gene is a modest and
unassuming chap but is an able and
sound gospel preacher. Anything that
you might be able to do in helping him
in regard to his plans would be appre-
ciated and I feel would be a worth-
while work."

James E. Cooper, 452 Courthouse Dr.,
Handsboro, Miss. One of the families of
the Mississippi City congregation is
being transferred to the Air Base near
Chateauroux, France, and are scheduled
to arrive there about the first week in
December. They have five children and
are interested in locating other faithful
Christians in that area. Their address
is; M/Sgt. Robert C. Richardson Af
16387951, 1992 Com. Sq,, APO New
York, N. Y. 00010. I would appreciate
your noting this in your column as soon
as possible so this, information can be
circulated and hope that someone will
get in touch with them as soon as they
arrive over there.

Robert W. Goodman, 808 Fresa Road,
Pasadena .Texas. Three were identified
here at Southside in past weeks. Dean
Bullock held a gospel meeting for these
brethren in October... Houston area
meetings included one at Angleton
(Kiker Street) with John Iverson
preaching; Main Street in La Porte,
Elmer Moore speaking; Green Bayou,
Oliver Murray; and one at Humble.

Bob Franks, 507 S. College Rd., Lafay-
ette, La. One was baptized here at Col-
lege Street in late October; Franklin
Puckett held a mid-November meeting
for these good brethren.

Eugene Britnell, 1506 Arch St., Little
Rock. Ark. Nine have been identified
here at Arch St. in Sept. and Oct.; one
was baptized. Dudley Ross Spears held
an Oct. meeting for these brethren.

Jim McDonald, 1011 Johnson. Lufkin,
Texas. Two were baptized here at Union
Road during Oct., one was restored.
Clyde Strickland from Jacksonville holds
our fall meeting in November. We anti-
cipate a good meeting with brother
Strickland.

Jack Thompson, 150 Yupon, Vidor,
Texas. Four were baptized during Oct.
at North Main. Ardie Brown holds a
late November (29th) meeting here.

Birmingham, Ala. Three have been
baptized here at Huffman during the
past few weeks. Bob Harkrider held an
Oct. meeting in Birmingham at Besse-
mer (5th Ave.).

James P. Needham, 4436 South 6th,
Louisville, Ky. Two have been baptized
here at Expressway during Sept. and
Oct., four have been Identified). Brother
Needham held' an October meeting for
brethren in Whitesville. A number of
gospel meetings were in progress during
the month in Louisville area; Shively.



Earl Fly; Leitchfield, James P. Need-
ham; Jeffersonville, Ind., Ronald Mosby.

Bob McDonald. Box 413, Tyler, Texas.
A gospel meeting will be in progress at
the church of Christ, Tenaha Highway,
Center, Texas, from Nov. 1 through the
7th. Robert McDonald will be doing the
the preaching. The church at Center
has recently moved into its new build-
ing and this meeting will be the first
for this congregation. There is every
indication for a most profitable week
in the cause of our Lord.

Floyd Thompson, P.O. Box 1313 Santa
Ana, Garden Grove. Calfi. "Final re-
sults of the eight day meeting just held
by bro. Thompson in Salem (Oregon)
was two restored, a young couple. The
interest and attendance was better than
good, and to us the association and
fellowship was most enjoyable." At
Fairviewtwo have been identified and
one baptized during Oct. A number of
California meetings were in progress in
Oct., these were at Canoga Park with
A. Hugh Clark; San Diego, 50th and
University, Lloyd Moyer; Long Beach,
1401 W. Spring. Peter J. Wilson; Orange
David Harkrider; San Bernardino, A.
Hugh Clark; Long Beach, 3433 Stude-
baker Road, A. Hugh Clark and El
Cajon, David Harkrider.

Marshell Patton. 33 West Par Avenue,
Orlando, Fla. "Bro. Morris Ruby and
some faithful brethren in the Sanford
area have started a sound congregation
in Lake Mary. Fla. Most of the brethren
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making up the new congregation came
out of the Paola church. We understand
that they are having above 30 in at-
tendance."! Two were baptized in Oct.
at Par Avenue. Elsewhere in Orlando
brethren at Azelea Park were having a
meeting with Raford Petty preaching
and at Pine Hills.

BUI Crews, 5510 White Settlement Rd,,
Ft. Worth. Brethren here at Westside
have a meeting in mid-Nov. with R. L.
Burns from Arlington preaching. In the
Dallas-Ft. Worth area a number of
brethren were conducting gospel meet-
ings: Cleburne, Jack Frost; Inglewood
Park (Grand Prairie), John Coffman;
Haltom City. Bob Craig and Syene Road
(Dallas) Arnold Hardin.

Gladewater Texas. "I am to be in Sher-
man Texas preaching in a gospel meet-
ing October 4-10. This meeting will be
with the church in Westwood. 314 Tol-
bert in Sherman. Brother Tom M. Ro-
berts is the fine and capable preacher
there, and it will be a real pleasure to
be associated with hm and the brethren

additions. Thirteen of these have been
baptisms. There were five baptisms dur-
ing our meeting in which I did the
preaching. The church in Clayton is
conservative due no doubt to the teach-
ing of such men as Harry Pickup. Jr.,
Harold Fite, Robert Turner. Robert Bol-
ton and J. David Tant. I would like to
receive bulletins from other preachers.

Hollis Creel. 700 East Main Street,
Paragould, Ark. "The church meeting at
700 East Main in Paragould, has been
meeting for several weeks with an aver-
age attendance in the seventies. We at
East Main have much to be thankful
for. The Lord has blessed us with a
comfortable place in which to meet. We
have received encouragement from
many of our conservative brethren.
Especially_has the S COﬁgeEa d Walnut
congregatibfumag>mi 'cfgas%f%Y@Hﬁ?’
A series of gospel meetings has recently
been conducted by the congregation.
With almost capacity crowds a couple
of nights. Good interest prevailed
throughout. Gary Busby and Dan Craig
were baptized into Christ. A host of
visitors from the community attended
the meeting giving us leads for future

there in that effort. The Main and personal contact."
Gay church in Gladewater helps sup-
port bro. Roberts. Also, this meeting Roy L. Foutz, Box 346, South Hous-
will be paid for by the Main and Gay ton, Texas. Two were baptized in our
congregation. This will be the fourth recent meeting with Robert F. Turner
meeting that this congregation has sup- doing the preaching. I will preach in a
ported me in." meeting at Floral Heights in Wichita
Falls. It will be November 8-14. We had
George Bennett, Box 206, Clayton, 229 in Bible classes yesterday (Oct 17).
Oklahoma. "Since moving to Clayton’ Other additions to the church include
in December 1964 there have been 20 a more recent baptism and three who
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I. God's Commands Plain And Understandable
John 7:17; Eph. 3:4; 5:17.

n. God's Commands To Be Strictly Applied
Adam & Eve, Gen. 2; Lot's Wife, Gen. 19;
Naaman, n Kings 5; I Cor. 4:6; II John 9; I Pet. 4:11.
in. Sin Cannot Be Successfully Committed ‘
Gal. 6:7-8; Nu. 32:23; Adam & Eve; Gahazi; Ahab. &
|
IV. Belief of Lie Condemns N

John 8:32; H Thess. 2:10-12.

V. All God's Commands Important
Matt. 23:23; Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 10:33.
VI. Consequences of Disobedience

Matt. 25:41; H Thess. 1:7-9; Rom. 2:8-9. ,
By Danny Brown (|




identified themselves with the work
there.

Grover Stevens 1320 Gardiner Lane,
Louisville, Ken. Five were identified and
baptized recently at the Gardiner Lane
church in Louisville. Brother Stevens

held a meeting in Covington in which

a man to live in the community and
work with them. They are at this time
able to provide $175.00 of a man's
monthly support. If some faithful gos-
pel preacher who can provide part of
his support or congregations who are
willing to help support a man in this

Lee Hutson, Kelly Blvd.,, Woodville,
Texas. A faithful church is now meet-
ing in this city and we have purchased
property and now own a building with
an acre of land on a desirable highway.
If some church could give us some pews
we would greatly appreciate it.

one was baptized the first night of the community are
meeting.

Ardie P. Brown, Jr., P. O. Box 3224,
Pt. Arthur, Texas. "Zavalla, Texas is a
small east Texas town of approximately
800, with a growth potential due to the
recent completion of the Sam Rayburn
Dam. There is a faithful congregation
in this community of about 25 members.

Dunkin, Rt. 1.
7-3523;

brethren own a
house which will

interested, please con-
tact the following men:
berry, Rt. 2, Huntington, Texas;

36, Zaval'a, Texas, Phone 7-3338. These

Danny Brown, Box 187, Beaumont,

Thomas Gran- Texas. The meeting in Bryan will be

L. D.  from Nov. 7-14th. Charles Beaty, E.
Zavalla, Texas. Phone Paul Price. Jack Thompson and my-
or R. E. Chambers, Rt. 1, Box  self are committed to go there on the

¢ 8th and stay until Friday. Stanley
comfortable meeting  Lovett will be doing the preaching. We
seat approximately have just completed a good meeting

200. Zavalla is located 24 miles south-

(Major Drive) with Charles
one baptism.

Beaty -

These brethren are desirous of having east of Lufkin. Texas, on Hwy. 69."
The Law Of Moses...................| (Continued from page One) Brother Hall's
soever it shall TURN TO THE LORD, the wveil is taken :
our bodies and hearts the
away" (2 Cor. 3:15-16).

These things being true, and they are, what shall we say
of those GENTILES who never were included in the law
of Moses in the first place, but who are determined to
make a PART of the law of Moses binding upon the
people of today! They are more in error than the Jews are.

The End

The New Look . . . (Continued from page two)

slightly reduced and it is set in three columns instead of two.
The objective is to get a little more material in the same
space. More and more reports are being sent in and that
makes space a problem. It may also mean that brethren
are doing more for the Lord. We hope so. Also of interest
to many will be the appearance of a "Chart Sermon" each
month.

On page 15 will be found a "Directory." This space
will be provided for such churches as desire to list their
locations and schedule of services. The mobility of modern
civilization keeps most of us on the go much of the time.
Such a directory will be of much value to those who travel
to unfamiliar places. The rate is reasonable at only $3.00
per month per entry. We desire to fill the whole page
with listings of churches. Will you help us to fill it? End

"True Christianity" Reviewed . .. .(Continued from page 3)

vocabulary,
However,
error

or
one
as

elders' work
proper designations
can fight abuses
in Hall's case.

and qualifications, scriptural
for the Lord's people.
without embracing pernicious

Second, Brother Hall features himself as the great
pacifist in current brotherhood controversies. Yet, for the
first decade of the current battle he was holding hands
with the "liberals" and opposing those of us who were
trying to hold the line against encroaching "institutionalism
and centralization." Now he appears on the scene as the
great pacifist seeking to bring unity by concocting a weird
concept of the nature of the New Testament "ekklesia"
which he imagines to be "true Christianity." All the liberals,
he says, are wrong. All the conservatives, he says, are
wrong. J. D. Hall Jr. alone has discovered "true Christian-
ity—the acceptance of which will settle all problems.

10

modesty (?) is refreshing and were it not
so funny it would be irritating to many of us who bear in
scars of past conflicts.

A Painless Solution for Hall's Difficulty

and painfully refuting Brother
Hall's ridiculous "mess" of chaotic nonsense, we propose
what should be a reasonably painless solution for our
brother. Brother Hall is now, and has been for some time,
collaborating with Brother George P. Estes of St Louis,
Mo., in the bringing out of a new translation of the Holy
Scriptures—Brother Hall furnishing the money and Brother
Estes the scholarship and the work.

Rather than laboriously

George P. Estes to be
concept of the

Obviously, Brother Hall believes
sound scripturally, to be spiritual in his
New Testament "ekklesia," and to be thoroughly com-
petent scholastically. Otherwise, Brother Hall would not
subsidize the work of Estes on the new translation. Let
to be understood, with reference to George P. Estes, this
writer is in 100 per cent agreement with J. D. Hall Jr.
We doubt that there is a more competent Greek scholar
among professed New Testament Christians in our day
than George P. Estes. We are completely convinced of his
scriptural soundness in this and any other matters con-
cerning which we have been privileged to read statements
of his views. We are absolutely certain that Estes has
both a scriptural and spiritual concept of the New Testa-
ment "ekklesia."

Therefore, it is our suggestion that Brother Hall use a
little more of his "lucre" (This time it will serve a truly

laudable end.) to fly to St. Louis, sit down with Brother
Estes, and let George teach him the truth about the New
Testament "ekklesia." We offer this suggestion because
several years ago Brother Estes wrote a series of articles
on this subject. They were published in the Gospel G,,rdian
Volume 8; Numbers 11-13,15, 19, 20;July-September 1956,
then in The Preceptor; Volume 6; Numbers3-8; January-
June 1957. We have carefully reread these articles several
times in the past few weeks. We pronounce them super-
excellent. We agree with them in every essential feature.
We believe they set forth the truth relative to the New
Testament "ekklesia." Hence, we believe our suggestion
above is the most painless way possible for Brother Hall
to get right with reference to his false doctrine on the
subject. By so doing, he will save himself the embarrass-
ment of a public exposure of his vagaries. We can quote
Estes at great length, if necessary, in the refutation of
every essential feature of Hall's false theory. We will if
we have to, but we hope such is not necessary. Actually,
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION

Teachers' Bibles

These attractive editions offer the American Standard Version with center-
column references, plus a 234-page concordance combined with subject index
and pronouncing dictionary of proper names, a 118-page Bible Dictionary,
and 12 full-color maps. Printed in Onyx Bold Face type. Page size: 54" x
814". All editions stamped in genuine gold.

Fine Bible Paper Editions

2252—Black genuine leather, overlapping
covers, gold edges, ribbon marker. Boxed.
$13.50

page, family record, 32 pages of Bible
Helps, 32 colored illustrations and 31
black and white illustrations. $15.00

2250—Same as above with presentation

Reference and  Concordance  Bible

Printed in Onyx Bold Face type on fine Bible paper, this edition contains a
234-page concordance combined with a subject index and Pronouncing Dic-
tionary of Scripture proper names. 60,000 center-column references and 12
full-page maps in color are invaluable to Scripture study. Page size: 5°4" x
8'4". Bindings stamped in genuine gold.

NEW

760— Black genuine morocco, leather-
lined, limp style, gold edges, ribbon
marker. Boxed. $18.00

735 — Black imitation leather, overlap- 750 — Black genuine leather, overlapping
ping covers, red edges, ribbon marker. covers, gold edges, ribbon marker. Boxed.
Boxed. $8.00 $12.50

awdy my reproach: 24 and she called{CHAP. 30 |the flocks conceivec
his name Joseph, saying,; ?Jé-hd-vah|gch. 3517 land the flocks br
ladd to me another son. tch. 24. 54| streaked, speckled,
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a republication in The Preceptor of these articles by Estes
would constitute the finest sort of refutation of J. D.
Hall Jr. We do not believe that we could improve upon them.

"Ekklesia" Which Hall Ignores

A Use of

We mentioned in a previous article that Hall recognizes
only two uses of "ekklesia" in the New Testament as it
applies to the Lord's people: (1) THE SPIRITUAL
ASSEMBLY, all true Christians everywhere whether living
or dead physically;" (2) "CHRISTIANS GATHERED TO-
GATHERED PHYSICALLY in a geographical locality."

It is our contention that there is a third use of the
term. We believe that it often refers to a group of Christians
in a geographical locality who have covenanted or agreed
to associate themselves in a fellowship for the purposes of
social worship and work in the Lords service; who meet
regularly in a place mutually agreed upon and provided by
the group thus associated for worship and the transaction
of the Lord's business; who have a common treasury sup-
plied by the Lord's day contributions of the saints who
compose the fellowship (1 Cor. 16:1,2.) and out of which
treasury the care of needy saints, the edification of the
saints, and the preaching of the gospel to the lost is pro-
vided for (Phil. 4:15, 16; 2 Cor. 11:8.); and who, in a mature
state, select from among their number devoute men posses-
sing the divinely authorized qualifications in 1 Tim. 3 and
Titus 1 to serve as their overseers (bishops), elders (pres-
byters), and pastors (shepherds) in the administration of ail
activities, properties, and monies of the fellowship and in
the maintaining of the spiritual well being of the constituents
of the flock or body. It is our contention that this fellowship
has entity and that it is organized, hence in every legitimate
sense of the expression is an organic body or organization,
divinely authorized. In fact, it is our contention that this
is the only divinely authorized organization or organic

manifestationofthe New Testament " <lotlisdidsy

We contend that in the vast majority of the instances of
the use of "ekklesia" in the New Testament, the above
is its use and application. In every place where the plural
of "ekklesia" is wused and translated in our versions
"churches," it is unquestionably used in this sense. (The
one possible exception—1 Cor. 14:33.) Obviously, the plural
of "ekklesia" cannot refer to (1) "THE SPIRITUAL AS-

SEMBLY ..." for it is essentially one: "There is one
body..." (Eph. 4:4.); and "The body is the church..."
(Col. 1:18.) That the plural of "ekklesia" could not refer

to (2) "CHRISTIANS GATHERED TOGETHER PHYSI-
CALLY. . ." is just as obvious. John wrote letters to "the
seven churches which are in Asia." (Rev. 1:11.) Did John
write letters to the seven "gatherings" which were in Asia?
If so, the people thus gathered would have had to remain
assembled until the letters were written and delivered else
the assembly or gathering that existed when John penned
a letter to it would be disbanded, hence out of existence,
No, the seven churches in Asia had continuing existence,
entity, whether assembled or not. Paul and Barnabas "or-
dained them elders in every church." (Acts 14:23.) If the
word church-"ekklesia" signifies only the physical gathering
of the saints for worship, then elders would have to be
selected each time the saints assemble. Their tenure of ser-
vice would begin and end with the beginning and end of the
assembly in which and by which they were selected thus to
serve. Such nonsense is not worth the time it takes to answer
it, and such is the predicament in which the Hall theory in-
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volves one. The work "ekklesia" is used in a small minority
of instances to refer to the universal body, and in a small
minority of instances to refer to the saints physically assem-
bled. It is used in the great majority of cases to refer to a
fellowship, body, having organic entity that enjoyed continu-
ing existence whether publicly convened in physical as-
sembly or not. This J. D. Hall Jr. denies. This he calls
"sectarian carnality, institutionalizing the local church
("ekklesia." This he stigmatizes with the contemptible ex-

pression, "that club."

The Hall

Legitimate Consequence of the Theory

Hall's theory obliterates the distinction between individ-
ual action and church action. There is no place in it for
"church action." Everything is individual. He charges that
to conceive of church action as contrasted with individual

action is to '"institutionalize" the local "ekklesia."

Incidentally this is the position occupied by the majority
of our institutional "liberals" among the churches. Dr. J. D.
Thomas makes the same charge in his infamous book, "We
Be Brethren." Lewis G. Hale charges conservative brethren
who oppose sponsored cooperation and institutional benevo-
lence with "institutionalizing the local church" in his book,
"How Churches Can Cooperate." Brother Hall, you are a
"day late" if net "a dollar short" in making this accusation.
You would almost have to be one of B. C. Goodpasture's
Johnny-come-latelies.

The liberals, with whom Brother Hall has so recently
held hands, have from the beginning mouthed this con-
tention. Conservative brethren who have written and de-
bated upon these matters in the current controversy have
from the beginning uniformly argued that individuals can
scripturally support colleges, hospitals, benevolent in-
stitutions, and even recreational organizations. If, as Hall
everything is individual action and nothing is
church action, then what could possibly be wrong with
supporting these human institutions from the contributions
which are laid by in the Lord's day worship of the saints?
To this question neither Hall nor any of his persuasion
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can find a satisfactory answer. We believe that thinking
brethren are not ready to accept what Hall offers as "true
Christianity," nor the so-called "free-thinking" of others
who parrot the same line.

Conclusion

Since J. D. Hall Jr. is presently subsidizing a new paper
called "Sentinel of Truth," we cannot conscientiously close
this review without raising a question which is in the
minds and on the lips of many these days. The question
is this: What will the militant editor of "Sentinel of Truth"
have to say in that medium about Hall's false doctrine.

Theeditorof" Sentinelof Truth"hashadseveral debates

with our liberal brethren on current issues. In each, he
has predicated his defense of his position on a clear-cut
distinction between church action and individual action.
Will the editor of "Sentinel of Truth" refute and militantly
oppose in the columns of that paper the false doctrine of
its "angel?" Or, will the editor abdicate the announced
dedication of "Sentinel of Truth" to journalistic superiority
among periodicals published by conservative brethren as
to: (1) the quality of material; and (2) the unrestricted
privilege of its writers to express their convictions? Mul-
titudes of brethren everywhere are keenly interested in
these questions. It is already being affirmed in some quarters
that the editor of "Sentinel of Truth" has embraced Hall's
views. We make no such charge inasmuch as we have
neither seen nor heard an expression from the editor on
this teaching. However, the appearance in the first issue
of "Sentinel of Truth" of an article entitled "Individual
Responsibility," in which the distinction between individual
action and church action is repudiated, has given much
impetus to such rumors.

The editor of "Sentinel of Truth," who pleads and argues
through many columns of the first issue of Hall's publica-
tion for the understanding and support of brethren in his
efforts, owes it to himself, to the brethren, and to the
cause of truth in general to speak up in this matter. Let
his speech be, 'Yea, yea," or "Nay, nay." What he says
might well help Brother Hall to see his error, and others
to see the truth if he repudiates the Hall theory of "true
Christianity." If he endorses the theory, brethren have a
right to know. It seems to this writer that, it is high time
to "fish or cut bait." The End

"Wretched Man That (Continued from page four)
as the blind being led by the
this carefully: Jesus taught
responsible for his blindness

Jesus referred to the situation
blind (Matthew 15:14). Note
that a blind man may not be
but he is responsible for whom he allows to lead him. Paul
was sent by Christ to preach the gospel in order that
men's minds might be opened and, that they may be turned
from darkness to light (Acts 26:18). After the dismal
darkness of human religion how enlightening and illum-
inating is the gospel!

(4.) "To set at liberty them that are bruised." The word
"bruised" means "shattered; broken by calamity." The
"fear of death" is the rock on which many souls have been
"shattered." "And deliver them who through fear of death
were their lifetime subject to bondage" (Hebrews 2:15).
How often do mortals long for deliverance from the fear

of death! To such a man the gospel of Christ is wonderful
news.

(5.) "To preach the acceptable year of the Lord." The
time in which God reveals His plan through which all men
will be favored is something the prophets have foretold and
the people have sighed for. Jesus' mission was to reveal
that such a time now is (2 Corinthians 6:2). To a man out
of favor with God the gospel is "good news."

Men benefit from the "good news" only after they have
heard it, believed it and obeyed it. "And many of the Cor-
inthians hearing believed, and were baptized" (Acts 18:8).
Oh, "wretched man" if you would be delivered out of the
"body of your death" believe and obey the gospel today.

The End

Prevalent Youth Problem (Continued from page six)

ideas but must be presented concrete lessons. Also, one
must begin where the child is, with that which he knows
and proceed from there, step by step, to the related un-
know. It is a mistake to attempt to teach a child a lesson
which the Holy Spirit designed for those who are full
grown spiritually. This is true even of adults who have failed
to grow. They need milk. When a child does not under-
stand that which is given him by the teacher, it does not
go into the soil of his heart, "then cometh the wicked one
and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart."

Next, Jesus gives a picture of stony places where there
is not much earth. Every gardener of any experience knows
he must remove the stones before he can cultivate and
have a garden. It is as simple as that in dealing with a
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child's mind. It will be easier for a mother to use preventive
and keep objectionable things from her child's
mind. This she can do by using care as to the things he
sees and hears; from people, TV, radio, and pictures. "The
hearing ear and the seeing eye, the Lord hath made even
both of them" (Proverbs 20:12). All He has made is "good"
and for our use and not abuse. Mothers do need to guard
those gateways to the child's mind and to keep out all
things that may prevent the Word of God when planted
there, from getting full benefit of the soil.

measures

Next, Jesus said in the parable, "Some fell among thorns;
and the thorns sprung up and choked them." In Matthew
1322 is Jesus' own explanation. He describes it as '"the
cares of this world, and the deceitfulness cf riches" that
choke the word. It is as plain as if a child has eaten that
which offends, then he cannot digest and assimilate good
food. A mother who is filled with the pride of this life
can hardly keep it from her child. He will develop her
attitude toward the things of life as being most important.
The things that will mean most to her and to him will be
clothes, food, appearance of house-furnishings in keeping
with that which others have. The child may sense his
mother's approval of the picture presented in James 2:2, 3:
"For if there come into your assembly a man with a gold
ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man
in vile raiment; and ye have respect to him that weareth the

15

Help Us Fill This Page

gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good
place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here
under my footstool." James says such are partial in them-
selves and are become judges of evil thoughts, however
there are mothers who are "anxious about many things,"
those who are filled with the pride of life. Her child may
copy her attitude so that he, too, will be concerned with
"the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches"

so that it will "choke the word, and he becometh un-
fruitful."

There is only one pattern which is a safe guide in
teaching the word to their children. Keep evil seed from

the child's mind, keep the soil of his mind pure and clean,
in good condition then sow the seed, the Word of God.
Take a lesson from Ezra in Nehemiah 8:2: "And Ezra
the priest brought the law before the congregation both
of men and women and all that could hear with under-
standing." To read that which one cannot understand is
a waste of time and effort. It is a matter of growth in
ability to understand and to do. Peter wrote, "But grow
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3:18).

Let us be challenged, Mothers, by the love of Christ that
constraineth us, to prevent further youth problems by
redoubling our efforts to train our children to be faithful
members of our Lord's family. The End
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thy precepts

Through

The Scriptures

A. Hugh Clark

Musing At The Close Of The Passing Year

No thoughtful person breaks with a passing year, even
under the stimulating influence of ringing bells and blowing
whistles announcing that another year is born without an
inward twinge of genuine regret for its passing; any more
than one stands by the bed of an Old Friend who is dying,
and feels no pang of sorrow because he knows that some-
where a baby is being born to take his place.

Ah, No; Old Years like Old Friends have endeared them-
selves to us in so many ways they leave us a bit sad in
their departing, unless we are both thoughtless and un-
grateful.

One year ago, 1965 came to us bright and fresh, and
filled with all the high hopes and happy anticipations that
traditionally go with Newborn Years. New, he goes with' the
hoary head and weary steps of which but few remain, to
fill his narrow crypt in the catacombs of history. But,
whatever weight of disappointment he carries in his failing
heart, and whatever defeat he suffered along the way, is
no fault of his; it is the unhappy result of the mistreatment
he suffered at your hands and mine, and at the hands of
other people of other lands.

Whose heart is not humbled within him when he thinks
what a happy and beautiful world our world would be, were
it not for the hatreds, the enmities, and the injustices of
men and Nations. Moulded by the hand of God, garnished
with beauty indescribable, and stored with ample plenty
for ALL—and yet, selfish man, greedy for place and pelf
has turned our world into a place of dread, and fear, and
death!

What unholy impulses are these in the hearts of men?
And how unlike his Maker has man become! And in this
last statement, is laid bare the source of ALL cur ills;

man has so forgotten God, has placed HIMSELF at the
center of his thinking, and has undertaken by his own
wisdom and philosophical systems implemented by the

force of arms and munitions, to fashion a world without
God, in which, he fancies, he can have what he wants and
do what he pleases. Poor, deluded foolish man!

"God of the years that lie behind us,

Lord of the years that stretch before,

Weaver of all the ties that bind us,

Keeper and King of the open door:

Build with us, lest our great walls crumble,

Broken stone upon useless clay;

Walk with wus, lest our slow feet stumble,

Grope and falter, and lose the way.

All through the seasons of sowing and reaping—

All through the harvest of song and tears—

Hold us close to thy tender keeping

0 Maker cf all New Years!"

(Poem selected) The End
VOLUME 15 DECEMBER, 1965 NUMBER 2
IN THIS ISSUE
Editorial, God's Power To Save,
Stanley J. Lovett . . .. ... .. — Page 2
The Local Ekklesia Is A Religious Organization,
Lefton R, Hester .......... ... ... .. .. ... Page 3
2 Corinthians 9:13,
W. L. Wharton, Jr... ... .. ... ... ... .. .. Page 4
"An Help Meet For Him,"
Irene Sowell Foy ........ ... ... ... . .. Page 5
The Passing Scene In Religion,
Joe Neil Clayton Page 6
"Doting About Questions and Strifes of Words,"
W. R. Joneg ........ ... Page 7
Afflictions In The Church,
Tom Bunting ........................... Page 8
Children Of The Devil,
Lewis Willis... ... Page 9
Hither__ Thither___ Yon,
Jiffe G MEDORAlA! « «ovos v v vz s s s Page 10
Chart Sermon, "Relics Of The Law,"
Danny Brown............................ Page 11

12— (17)




“’Stanley J. Lovett ™
Editor
4123 Valleyfield Drive
San Antonio, Texas 78222

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION
In the United States and possessions;
1 year -$2:50, 2 years - $4:50, 3 years-
$6:50, 4 years - $8:50, 5 years- $10:50;
per year in advance.

BULK RATES

In clubs of five or more at one time
(new or renewal), $2.10 per year each
in the United States.

In clubs of fifty or more at one time
(new or renewal), $1.90 per year each
in the United States.

YOUR ADDRESS

We cannot be responsible for de-
livery of your paper unless you keep
us informed as to your correct address
with zip code number. When changing
address be sure to send both your old
and new address. If possible, send two
weeks before you make the change.

SECOND CLASS ENTRY

Entered as second class matter, at
the Post Office at Beaumont, Texas,
under the act of March 3, 1879.

COMMUNICATIONS

Address all communications concern-
ing subscriptions and changes of ad-
dress to The Preceptor Company, Box
187, Beaumont, Texas or telephone
Area Code 713 Number UN 6-2961.

OWNER AND PUBLISHER

Stanley J. Lovett; Office of Publica-
tion and Business Office of Publisher,
P. O. Box 187, Beaumont, Texas. Pub-
lished monthly at Beaumont. Texas.
Printed by The Preceptor Company.

ADVERTISING RATES

Display advertisements:  $3.00 per
column inch, % page - $12.00, % page -
$20.00 and full page - $35.00.

Directory page: $3.00 per entry each
month.

SUBSCRIPTION BLANK

Y«s, enter my subscription to
THE PRECEPTOR

Name_,
Address
J 1 yr. —2.50 * 4 yrs.— 8.50
+ 2 yrs.—4.50 * 5 yrs—10.50
* 3 yrs.—6.50

* New *Renewal

Save On Long Term Subscriptions

THE PRECEPTOR

Box 187 Beaumont, Texas

God's Power To Save

Every inclination that might have suggested that Paul be ashamed of
the gospel in Imperial Rome or elsewhere, was denied by the fact that the
gospel is "the power of God unto salvation" (Romans 1:16-17). In view cf
the sublime fact that the gospel possessed this great power and served
this lofty end it was impossible for this great apostle to be ashamed of
it anywhere at anytime. Thus, he was ready to preach the gospel to those
who were in Rome, mistress of the world.

The gospel is power. The original term translated "power" in Romans
1:16 is "dunamis" which has the meaning "power, natural ability, general
and inherent." English derivatives such as dynamic, dynamite and dynamo,
help to explain its basic meaning. The word is one gigantic aggregation
of power's manifestations. Motion, heat., light, air, water, etc., are examples
in the physical realm. Then there is power of a different (but just as real)
nature in the moral and the spiritual realm. The power of the gospel is
not physical but moral or spiritual. This is power from God.

Just as God is perfect in his own knowledge so is he perfect in his
appointment of power for the purposes for which he chooses them. Thus
men may have every confidence in the gospel as the perfect means for
achieving human salvation. As potent as are the physical and even moral
forces in the habitable world of man for the accomplishment of their pur-
poses there is among them no power to save from the power and guilt
of his sins save the gospel. With infinite wisdom God chose this as the
perfect means for effecting the salvation of sinners and their final eternal
happiness. The gospel possesses moral and spiritual power for this purpose.
The perfect wisdom of God has provided this perfect means ofdeliverance
and final conservation for the lost.

There is no other means under heaven whereby man may be saved. A
lofty morality is commendable and even necessary to salvation. But morality
alone is not God's power to save. Zealous activity or service in good things
such as attending to humanity's physical needs is praiseworthy and is
essential to salvation. But even zeal that knows no languor cannot of itself
save the perishing. Even the practice of religion within itself cannot de-
liver the condemned sinner by itself alone. The gospel alone can save. The
gospel demands the highest moral conduct the most zealous activity in
good works and the practice of Christ's religion. But it is in the gospel
wherein is found the power to lead man from sin to righteousness. If man
is not saved by the gospel he cannot be saved.

The gospel in its facts is a statement of the most sublime facts the
mind of man has ever been privileged to contemplate. "New I make known
unto you ... the gospel... For 1 delivered unto you that which also I re-
ceived: that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that
he was buried; and that he hath been raised on the third day according
to the scriptures" (1 Corinthians 15:1-3). The saving power of Christ is
described in these dynamic facts. Herein is the moral and spiritual power
to change for the better the lives of lost and hopeless sinners.

But the salvation of the gospel is conditional. This blessing is not
bestowed without man's response to the gospel. It is the power of God unto
salvation "to every man that believeth" (Romans 1:16). This demands a
whole-hearted belief and trust in Jesus as the very Son of God. It includes
an unwavering confidence in the power of Christ to deliver from the death
of sin as well as an abiding trust in the (Continued on page twelve)
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The Local Ekklesia
Is A Religious Organization

Lefton R. Hester

Interpret "ekklesia" (the Greek term from which "church"
appears in the English New Testament) congregation,
assembly, group, body or church, the local ekklesia of
Christ is a religious organization; and the scriptures dis-
tinguish between the action of the "ekklesia" (church)
and that of a single member.

1. It is an organization: Having established an. ekklesia
in each of three cities, Paul "ordained elders in every
ekklesia" (Acts 14:23).. He left Titus in Crete to "... or-
dain elders in every city" (Titus 1:5). The qualifications
required of elders are set forth in 1 Timothy 3:2-7 and
Titus 1:6-9. The qualifications for deacons are also listed
in 1 Timothy 3. The ekklesia in Philippi consisted of
saints, some of whom were bishops (overseers), and others
deacons (special servants) (Phil. 1:1). A New Testament
elder is also a bishop (Acts 20:17, 28; Titus 1:5, 7); and
while they must not act as lords (1 Pet. 5:3), they are to
exercise oversight. They have oversight that the other
members do net have, and that they did not have before
their selection and appointment. The qualified man is
made a bishop by his selection and appointment, and is
not a bishop before that time. Thus, he has duties that
he did net have before that time. One does not incur the
responsibility to act as a New Testament bishop until he
has been made a bishop (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5; Acts 20:28).
Call it "the office of a bishop" (1 Tim. 3:1) or the "bishop-
prick" or "overseership" of a bishop (Sentinel of Truth,
Vol. 1, No. 1, Page 43), it is still the work of a bishop to
oversee; and this requires an "over and under relationship"
to some extent and in some sense, some preachers to the
contrary notwithstanding. Without such a relationship,
there can be no bishops! And the oversight of New Testa-
ment bishops involves the handling of finances (Acts 11:27-
30). "Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of

double honor..." (I Tim. 5:17). "Obey them that have
the rule over you, and submit yourselves..." (Heb. 13:17).
The idea that the elders' decisions must be carried out

in violation of divine law is false, and elders have no right
to prohibit either the preaching of any truth or the ex-
position and/or rebuking of any sin (Titus 1:13; 2:15;
2 Tim. 4:1-2). These commands are from the Lord, and
not elders; and, "We ought to obey God rather than men"
(Acts 5:29). But this does not mean that the bishops have
no oversight, nor that a preacher is not under the elders
in his respective congregation. The "Chief Shepherd" (I
Pet. 5:4) will call to account those who show no proper

regard for His appointed shepherds, acting in harmony
with his authority.

2. The local ekklesia is to act "as such": The ekklesia
in Philippi contributed to Paul's support (Phil. 4:15-16);

ekklesias paid him wages (2 Cor. 11:8-9); the ekklesia is
to relieve certain widows (1 Tim. 5:3, 16), and ekklesias
sent relief to the poor saints in Jerusalem (1 Cor. 16:1-4;
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2 Cor. 8 & 9), Christians are to relievo their own widows,
and "let not the ekklesia be charged; that it (the ekklesia)
may relieve them that are widows indeed" (1 Tim. 5:16).
A single member is not the ekklesia. Just as a Christian
is not. the ekklesia, the ekklesia is not a Christian, but a
collectivity—a body of Christians; and its actions is joint
action on the part of its members. And all the argumenta-
tion in the world, asserting that "Organizational treasury
and organizational work is not even remotely hinted in the
passage" (Sentinel of Truth, Vol. 1, Num. 1, Page 23)
cannot remove the fact that. 1 Timothy 5:16 requires
action on the part of the ekklesia, and draws a line of
distinction between ckklesia and individual action. The
collectivity cannot act apart from individual action, but
neither can it act apart from joint acton on the part of
those who comprise it. And this calls for some kind of
organization. For the simple reason that there is no di-
vinely appointed organization for action on the part of the
universal body of the saints, it cannot function as the
local body does without setting up some kind of unlawful

organization. To so function someone must make its de-
cisions, collect and expend its monies and oversee its
actions; and this requires organization.

3. The local ekklesia is to have a treasury: The col-
lectivity cannot discharge the duties assigned to it, as
described above, without a treasury, nor can it (acting as a
collectivity) provide the needs implied in the authorization
for its assemblies (Acts 20:7; Heb. 10:25). Therefore, the
ekklesias of the first century had a treasury (Acts 4:34-37,
5:1-2; 1 Cor. 16:1-2); and the members were commanded
to lay by in store upon the first day of the week as God
prospered them.

4. The Lord's ekklesia, both universal and local, is re-
ligious in nature: Per se, the term "ekklesia" has no
religious significance; nor was it coined by either the Lord
or the inspired writers of the New Testament.. It is a
compound from two other Greek terms "ek" (out) and
"kaleo" (to call), and Strong says it means "a calling out."
The Lord's ekklesia is his called-out body; and to members
of the universal body, Peter said: "Ye are an elect race,
a royal priesthood, that ye should shew forth the excellen-
cies of him who called you out of darkness into his mar-
velous light" (1 Pet. 2:9). "Ye also, as living stones, are
built up a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer

up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ" (1 Peter 2:5). Paul referred to the same body
as "a holy temple in the Lord" and as "a habitation o*f

God through the Spirit" (Eph. 2:21-22). And the local body,
also composed of the holy saints, is the Lord's "candle-
stick" to support the divine light (Rev. 1:20). The End

A Statement
Regarding Restoration Of Fellowship

December 12, 1965

A division occurred in the Thomas Blvd. church of
Christ, Port Arthur, Texas, in August, 1960. Those who
left that congregation formed what is now the Imhoff
Avenue church of Christ in Port Arthur. The alienation of
the two churches has continued until the present time.

Since the division several efforts were made in the direction
of instituting discussions between the elders and evange-
lists of both churches, but these efforts were without
success. Continued on page fifteen)
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II Corinthians 9:13

"For the ministration of this service not only filleth
up the measure of the wants of the saints, but aboundeth
also through many thanksgiving unto God; seeing that
through the proving of you by this ministration they
glorify God for the obedience of your confession unto the
gospel of Christ, and for the liberality of your contribution
unto them and unto all."

Brethren who hold the position that a local congrega-
tion is authorized to supply physical necessities (charity)
to all in want without regard to whether they are saint or
sinner, have recourse to this passage in the hope of estab-
lishing their proposition. It has been frequently pointed
out that every statement, example and necessary inference
in the New Testament which bares on congregational action
points up the truth of the proposition that the recipient
of such alms were "saints," "brethren," etc. This passage
has been introduced as evidence that others besides saints
were objects of this particular benevolence.

" "

The King James version adds "men" to the term "all"
and the passage reads: "Unto them and unto all men." We
readily accept the addition of the term as just and proper
in the light of the language and context. However, "all
men" does not indicate, in itself, whether it be in reference
to "all men" of some additional class besides "them" or
whether the "all men" is universally extended to embrace
all others whether saints or sinners. This is not a point
we may decide by supposition but rather one which must
be settled by facts. Actually, this is the issue in this
verse. None will disagree on what it says. The disagreement
is over what it comprehends.

The term "all" (around which the controversy over
this verse stems) is from a Greek word PAS. Other forms
PASA and PAN, along with the form taken in our text,
are found in great abundance in the New Testament. It is
from these that we have in our English Bibles the terms
"every," "all," "whosoever," "whatsoever," 'whole" etc.
Henry Thayer, in his Lexicon (pg. 941), observes that when
any of these terms are used with plural nouns "they are
of the class indicated by the noun." The character or
identify of "all" (whether it is speaking of Saints or
non-Saints or both) then is determined by IT'S CONTEXT
and not by the very term itself!

Let us illustrate our point of "contextual modification"
by a few passages in which we can all agree..

Cor. 6:12 Is the

1 1

"all things are lawful for me."
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expression "all things" here wused to be understood as
universally extended or is it restricted to what is under
immediate consideration? Does Paul mean to say that "all
things" (i.e., adultery, murder, theft, etc., are "lawful"
but just not expedient?) without modification are lawful?
To ask such a question is to answer it and the answer is
NO! Paul is discussing THINGS TO EAT and "all" (such)
are lawful.... such as things to eat. To bring into the
view of this passage anything that does not pertain to
eating is to wrest and pervert it. While one might be led
to imagine other things from the statement "all things are
lawful" the text and context act as a restraint on his
imagination and limit him to consideration of "things
to be eaten."

(2) Phil. 4:13 "I can do all things through Christ..."
You will observe that the subject is the bearing of im-
proverishment or prosperity; abounding or being abased in
respect to one's material goods. Christ gave Paul strength
to bear both his poverty and his wealth. It turns out then
that the "all things" Paul was able to do (at least in this
verse) has to do with bearing adversity or prosperity.
Suppose for a moment one should argue that Paul had
power from Christ to make the sun cease to shine and
then prove it by this verse: "I can do all things through
Christ"—blotting cut the sun is something to be done—
therefore I can blot out the sun through the power of
Christ The problem of such person is resolved in observing
that he is making into a "universally extended proposition"
a matter which Paul limited to one particular.

There is not a single "all" passage in the New Testament
that is not liable to the same abuse i.e., of extending to
the wuniversal degree what is contextually restrained or
expressive of a particular matter. This is the crux of the
problem attaching to our text in 2 Cor. 9:13.

Let it be kept in mind that what is written in 2 Cor.
9:13 is a PROSPECTIVE view of what it was HOPED
would be accomplished by the contribution under consid-
eration. When Paul wrote to the Corinthians at this time
(A.D. 57) the collection was not as yet completed and he
did not. take it to Palestine until A.D. 58. In fact, when
Paul got to Jerusalem (Acts 21) he was soon arrested and
none of us know what specifically was done with the con-
tribution he carried. In the absence of all other evidence we
would conclude that it was obtained to accomplish the pur-
poses that had been proposed but nothing is further stated
about it. When Paul proposed the collection for the "poor
among the saints" (Rom. 15:26; 1 Cor. 16:1-2) there is
no hint that he had in view any who where not saints. Look
at the evidence:

(1) It was raised for saints (Rom. 15:26; 1 Cor. 16:1-2;
2 Cor. 8:4; 2 Cor. 9:1,12).
(2) To be "ministered to saints" (2 Cor. 9:12; 2 Cor.

8:4; Rom. 15:15).
In all this, there is not a hint of serving anyone but saints!
Even when Paul was on the verge of departing to Jerusalem
and wrote the Roman letter he speaks of going to "Jerusa-
lem to minister unto the saints" (Rom. 15:25). Remember
this was written AFTER Paul had written 2 Cor. 9:13 and
indicated that at that point he has in mind ministering to
saints. . . not saints and everyone else in need! All of
this will serve as a contextual modification of whatever
may be affirmed concerning who are embraced in Paul's
"all men" in 2 Cor. 9:13. (Continued on page twelve)
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"An Help Meet For Him"

God said: "It is not good that the man should be alone;
I will make him an help meet far him." We know that,
arrangement is good both for the man and for the woman
because all that God did was good. Woman, then, is to be
a help suited to the needs of man; mentally, physically
and spiritually. No bounds nor limitations were set. as to
her help except that it be "meet for him." God so made
woman that she can take this responsibility.

In order to do God's will, so as to glorify and honour
Him, it is necessary always to prepare one's self. It is
right and proper for the wife to maintain her physical
fitness if she measures up to her responsibility to help
her husband to reach and to keep his highest physical
efficiency. It is she who is responsible for planning and
preparing food that is conducive to health. She should so
manage household affairs that there may be times and
places that induce bodily rest. She may encourage and
help to arrange periods of enjoyable and helpful recreation
for her family. God designed the wife that she may help
her husband to live a pure life, avoiding fornication.

Care of one's physical equipment, is but a means to a
higher end. Of greater importance is the wife's responsi-
bility to help her husband's continuous mental growth.
Before she can be of help to him, she must be sure that
her own is a growing mind so that she may be able to
challenge his mental development. She is a help to him
when she can "open her mouth with wisdom" and James

says (1:5,6) "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask
of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth
not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith,

nothing wavering, For he that wavereth is like a wave of
the sea driven with the wind and tossed." Indeed, one
must seek that wisdom from Above in order to carry out
any and all of the God-given responsibilities. Paul, after
hearing from Epaphras as to the condition in Colosse

wrote :"For this cause we also, since the day we heard it,
do not cease to' pray for you, and to desire that you
might be filled with the knowledge cf his will in all

wisdom and spiritual understanding: that ye might walk
worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in
every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of
God; strenthened with all might, according to his glorious
power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;
Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet

to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light"
(Colossians

1:9-12).

ABOUT THE AUTHOR i

Irene Sowell Foy — Former long time
public and private school teacher.
Teacher of women's Bible classes
and Staff Writer for The Preceptor
Magazine. 1104 Caldwell Lane, Nash-
ville, Tennessee 37204.

In order to grow one must have live interest in worth-
while things plus a lofty purpose or goal in life toward
which one is ever striving. Old dogs may not learn new
tricks but old minds that are continuously challenged by
great works to be accomplished may remove the "stigma"
from "growing old" by accompanying it with "growing
wiser" and by distinguishing and choosing worthy activities
rather than those that are trivial. Indeed, a wife's mental
growth must be continuous if she fulfills her responsibility
to help her husband to go on to maturity, mentally,

The highest area of development which a wife may help
her husband to attain is spiritual growth. In 2 Peter 3:18,
we read the admonition to Christians to "grow in grace
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ." Two elements necessary to all growth are food
and exercise. Woman can and should help her husband
to have regular feeding on the bread of life. The following
simple arrangements will help:

1. Arrange for him a quiet place conducive to his study
of God's Word.

2. Budget the time so there may be a definite period
for daily Bible study together.

3. Encourage him and lend any possible assistance to
his preparing for participation in the acts of worship

in the assembly, such as; teaching, serving at the
Lord's table, preaching.
4. Help him to qualify for the eldership, lor a deacon,
or to preach the gospel.
Need For Qualified Elders

It. indicates inactivity and indifference on the part of
someone when one hears such statements as this: "We
have no elders. We have worshipped here for twenty years
but there is yet no one qualified to be an elder." Women
have been known to discourage their husbands even de-
siring the work of an elder because of the great responsi-

bility involved. Willingness to accept responsibility is an
indication of spiritual growth. Conversely speaking, an
avoidance of responsibility indicates childishness or im-
maturity.

The home may serve as a training ground for developing
elders if the wife senses her opportunity and is diligent,
in helping her husband to meet the qualifications. After
all the qualifications of an elder are akin to those that
characterize a man who is a growing Christian, the ex-
ception being that the elder must be the husband of one
one wife and have believing children..

How May a Wife Help Her Husband
To Meet the Qualifications For an Elder?

First, she must help him to be "blameless," "without
reproach." By keeping her home a happy, attractive place
where love abounds and by manifesting her love for her
husband, the wife can help him so to live that he will
not be liable to censure nor to any charge of immorality.
By her love for the Truth and her respect for the Word
of God she can keep him clear from advocating false
doctrine. She has it within her power to help her husband
to be "blameless" and "without reproach."”

He must so develop as to be "vigilant"' (KJV), "temper-

ate" (RV).. Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testa-
ment Words says this signifies "to be free from intox-
icants." The story goes that the Greek word from which

(Continued on page thirteen)
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The Passing Scene In Religion
Joe Neil Clayton

The exposure being received by religion in the popular
press is being noticed more and more these days. Liberal
religious leaders are receiving most of the benefit of this

exposure because of the controversial views which they
promote. And, their audience is hungry for controversial
reading. Many readers are idealists, but ignorant of the

Bible and its precepts, so they are ready to hear what any
man of note in religion has to say on any subject.

This situation enables religious Liberals to advance their
liberal theology successfully. A prime example is seen in
an article by Robert W. Spike, director of the National
Council of Churches Commission on Religion and Race.
His article, entitled "Our Churches' Sin Against the Negro,"
appeared in the May 18 issue of Look Magazine. In the
article, Mr. Spike complains of the conservative attitude
of the average member, which expresses itself in indif-
ference to the more active efforts of their "liberal-minded"
ministers. This indifference is under attack through the
pressure being applied by the ministers for the support of
"civil-rights" causes. But, the true (and perhaps hidden)
goal of these men is the establishment of modernistic
theology in the churches.

This can be seen in one statement made by Mr. Spike.
He said, "One of the factors contributing to our unim-
pressive record (in race relations) has been biblical literal-
ism. This is perhaps the worst form of the chaining of
Christ in which the churches have engaged. It begins with
a very important concept: namely, that the Scriptures are
the most continuously reliable source for knowing Christ

and Christian Teaching. But when you affix to this a
wooden insistence that the poetry, the parables, history,
aphorisms, teaching hymnody and dramas of the Bible are

a scientific catalogue then you are in bad trouble. What you
get is the exact opposite of accurate and deep understand-
ing of Christian faith. You can read any previous emotional
commitment into bits of the Scripture. Thus, the curse
of Ham is extended (by what authority, no one seem to
explain) to apply to all people of dark skin."

Mr. Spike here makes the classic mistake cf connecting
all who believe in literal interpretation of the Scripture
with the perversions of some literalists who are at the
same time segregationists. The fault that is in human
flesh cannot be used as a condemnation of the principle of
accepting the Bible as a divinely inspired guide. Thus,
the "smoke screen" has blown away, and we see the true
motive of those like Mr. Spike. They are using the "civil-
rights" issue to discredit those who believe in the Bible
as a perfect and single guide, so that hey can firmly
implant their liberal theology in the church.

we would not limit our-
selves to "biblical literalism," but recognize the wisdom
of modern theologians (who, incidentally, cannot agree
among themselves, and who change their views each gen-

If we take Mr. Spikes advice,

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Joe Neil Clayton -— Minister of Termino Street
church and co-developer of prepared recorded radio
messages. 1021 Termino,hongBeach, California.

eration). Only by this method does he think that we shall
arrive at a proper appreciation of the teaching of Christ.

He is bold to offer the services of human guidelines
by saying, "What the churches need, perhaps, is the be-
ginning of a new set cf propositions, a reconstruction of

theology based on a fresh look at the essentials (not the
complete revelation, JNC) of the Christian Gospel. The
Old Testament is not a pantheon of idealized patriarchs
and prophets. All are flawed by sin and weakness."

Now, if Mr.. Spike had said this in language that all
could readily understand, he would have said it something
like this, "We need a new set of rules in religion, based
on those things we might happen to choose from the New
Testament, and completely forgetting the Old, which is
only a long story about some evil old men." If he had
been frank with his readers in this way, he still would
have received applause from those who fret under the
shackles of biblical precept, but others would have dis-
covered his deception.

Mr. Spike violates the Scripture by suggesting that it
is not a complete guide to religion, for Paul, the apostle,
says it will make a man of God "perfect" (2 Tim.3:16-17).
The warnings found in the scripture concerning the perver-
sion cf that word (2 John 9-11, 1 Cor. 4:6, Rev. 22:18-19)
are too plain for men to abandon it. Peter says through
the knowledge of Christ (found only in the Bible), God
has "granted unto us his precious and exceeding great
promises; that through these ye may become partakers
of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption
that is in the world by lust" (2 Pet. 1:24).

Therefore, in the light of these precepts, which affirm
the truth that, the Bible is complete and stands alone as

the guide from earth to heaven, we must earnestly oppose
the perversions of men like Mr. Spike. If their concepts
of how to correct the social issues of the day cannot be
sustained from the Bible, then they are not profitable as

solutions. Only those concepts which may be derived
through proper handling of the Bible will ever be of
assistance to such problems.

If. however, the problem in all of this is the dishonesty
of Liberals, who use that espousal of the cause of "civil-
rights" to screen their movement to introduce modernism
into religion, then we must oppose the modernism that
they promote, forgetting about the method through which
it is introduced. We cannot allow ourselves to be misled
by their subterfuge. The End

WARNING

Leon Odom
"A young man approximately 21 years old and cur-
rently using the name of Eric Jarlsberg Is making the
rounds posing as a "conservative." His prime target
is to get lodging, food and as much money as he can

from sympathizing brethren. At times he does the
same thing posing as a "liberal" among "liberal"
brethren.

"He usually operates out of local bus stations and
apparently covers the nation. He is a Christian in
name only and is unworthy of any kind of benevolence
from either local churches or individuals.

"This man is easily identified should he come your
way. He is about 5', 11", blonde hair, blue eyes and
weighs approximately 300 Ibs.

"Should you desire further information contact me
(5415 Arrowhead Drive, San Antonio, Texas; tele-
phone GE 3-0798) as I have had recent experience
with him "
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"Doting About Questions
And Strifes Of Words"

W. R. Jones

"If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to whole-
some words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
to the doctrine which is according to godliness, He is
proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and
strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings,
evil surmisings, perverse disputings of men of corrupt
minds and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is
godliness; from such withdraw thyself" (1 Timothy 6:3-5).

In the first two verses of this
forth teaching concerning a proper attitude on the part
of Christians who were "servants." They were to have an
appropriate disposition toward their "masters" even if
they were net. Christians. Servants were admonished to
demonstrate the proper spirit toward their masters; "that
the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed."
The apostle then warns them against anyone who would

chapter, Paul has set

"teach otherwise," and "consent not to wholesome words."
"Wholesome words" are those words which produce a
sound and healthy state within the Lord's church. The

inspired scribe then gives a graphic description of teachers

who "teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome
words."
The Description
"He Is Proud." — He is puffed up with his own wisdom

and understanding. He fancies himself as having some "far
superior knowledge" to that of any of his fellows. For
some unknown reason he understands things about the
"nature" of the church and God's word that those of us
in the "common lot" just can't see. As Albert Barnes
wrote; "The idea is, that he has no proper knowledge of
the gospel, and yet. he values himself on a fancied superior
acquaintance with its principles." Paul said, "He is proud,
knowing nothing" (a fool). In his supposed "deepness"
he has left the "simplicity of the truth," he has lost sight
of the "true nature of the gospel," and is described as
"knowing nothing."

"Doting About Questions." — The greek word (NOSEO)
used here means; "to be sick, then to languish, then to
pine after." The idea seems to be that such people have
a "sickly or morbid" desire to teach or write about unim-
portant. or unprofitable questions. I suggest the following
comment from Albert Barnes; "They had not a sound and
healthy state cf mind on the subject of religion. They were
like a sickly man, who has no desire for solid and healthful
food, but for that which will gratify a diseased appetite.
They desired not sound doctrine, but controversies about

unimportant and unsubstantial matters."
Teachers who "dote about questions" are usually little
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
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concerned about the kind of instruction which will make
members "strong in the Lord and the power of His might,"
but greatly interested in "nebulous reasoning" which never
has been known to strengthen God's people. Such teachers
soon have the people where they are not not sure that
"anything means anything anymore..."

"Strifes Of Words."___ It is said that the Jews abounded
in disputations of this kind. Of course, we know that one
must, understand words in order to comprehend the truth.
Words, after all, are the vehicles of thoughts. But, we must
be exceedingly careful, lest we become so intensified in our
study of a word that we completely overlook the "obvious
truth" of a passage and be given to "strifes of words."

Having finished with a description of these teachers
who "dote about questions and strifes of words," he then
proceeds to show what kind of "fruit" they produce. Let's
take a good look at the finished product.

The Fruit Produced
"Envy." — "Pain, uneasiness, mortification, or discon-
tent, excited by another's prosperity, accompanied with

some degree of hatred or malignity, and often with a de-
sire or an effort to depreciate the person, and with pleasure
in seeing, him depressed" (Webster). Teachers who are
"drunk" on their imagined "superior knowledge" are likely
to evoke from others an unfavorable attitude. We ought to
to "provoke one another to good works." but not to that,
which is evil."

"Strife." — The "proud" teacher with his exalted knowl-
edge and his "unequalled insight" into matters, usually
has "the answer to everything." Convinced that he is

infallibly right, he is ready to "strive about words" with
(Continued on page thirteen)

SPECIAL CLASSES

Harry Pickup, Jr.
Southside Church of Christ
1517 E. Cherokee Street

Springfield, Missouri

DATE: December 27-31, 1965

CLASSES:
1. No. I — 8:30 a.m.—9:45 a.m. Authority—Robert Turner,
Burnet, Texas.
2. No. 2—10:00 a.m.—11:15 a.m. Modern Religious Thinking,
Ferrell Jenkins, Indianapolis, Ind.

3. Afternoon Studies: (one hour lecture;
and discussion).

(a.) Tuesday: Roman Catholicism in Modern Dress—in-

2 hour question

cluding emphasis on the ecumenical movement.
Luther Martin. Rolla, Mo.

(b.) Wednesday: Overseers and the church. Harold
Spurlock, Kilgore, Texas,

(c.) Thursday and Friday: Fellowship: True and False.

Jack Holt, Richardson, Texas.
4. Night Lessons:
(a.) Monday: "Sounding forth the Word of the Lord."
David Lawrence, Truman, Ark.
(b.) Tuesday: "Each one shall' give an account of him-

self unto God." Jimmy Tuten. St. Louis, Mo.
(c.) Wednesday: Faith on Trial. Eugene Britnell, Little

Rock, Ark.

(d.) Thursday: The God Whom we worship, Irvin Him-
mel. St. Louis. Mo.

(e.) Friday: Christ our Hope, Dudley Ross Spears, Okla-
homa City, Okla.



Afflictions In The Church

Tom Bunting

Some people today are gravely concerned for the wel-
fare of our nation. I am concerned about this also, but I
am more concerned about the welfare of the church of
cur Lord. There are things that are happening in the
church everyday about which many members are not
aware. Forces at work in the church now that are and will
change it into nothing more than a denominational organ-
ization.

Nearly every member of the church is aware that some-
thing is wrong. They realize that controversy is raging in
the church. However, 1 believe there are many that are
still not aware of the lengths to which brethren have gone
in departing from the truth. Quoting from the publication
"Action," Jimmy Lovell, Editor: "Among church of Christ
facilities (emphasis mine, T.0.B.) in Korea: A medical
clinic in Seoul serving those who can't afford to pay. A
home for widows and fatherless children at Pusan, where
many widows have been taught to sew, do invisible mend-
ing, and other skills. A home for the aged at Kwanju. A
farm and dairy in Seoul. Two junior high schools in Seoul.
Korean Christian College in Seoul. Print shop for publica-
tion of Christian literature in the Korean language. Two
relief distribution centers for food and clothes." This is
but one example, but surely it is sufficient, to illustrate
the point to which brethren have departed from the truth.
This is where the church support of Herald of Truth and
orphan homes leads. Brethren begin with an "orphan
home" but can't stop and continue on to "medical clinic,"
"high schools," "colleges," "dairy," and a "farm." Note,
that these were boldly declared to be "facilities of the
church of Christ." Where did they learn about such things?
The Koreans didn't read about them in the New Testament
for they are not there. They Ilearned them from well-
meaning overly zealous, brethren from the States. This is
zeal without knowledge. The same brethren argue in favor
of church sponsored orphan homes here, argue in favor
of a church farm in Korea, a church college in Japan, and
a church hospital in Nigeria. However, these are not the
real problems, they are only the symptoms.

The affliction with' which the church is now troubled is
a lack of respect for scriptural authority. Many brethren do
not believe that authority is needed for church activities.
The previous examples illustrate this very point. This is
also true of churches that are running schools, camps,
support Herald of Truth, the worlds fair project, orphan
homes, etc. There is no authority for these things. Those
who engage in them no longer believe that authority is
needed.

r

Tom Bunting — Evangelist tor the
church In Miami. 3410 S. W. 14
Miami, 3314S.

This brings us to another affliction. Their concept of the
church is denominational. Just like the denominations they
consider that the changes and variations among churches
are only methods, expediences, and aids. They say that
all are trying to accomplish the same things, and that dif-
ferent methods are used to reach the same end. The con-
cept of the church is then changed to the denominational
concept of a social organization striving toward the better-
ment of mankind.

The result of this is that it brings us to a third af-
fliction—pride in our own accomplishments. Paul said, "For
they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going
about to establish their own righteousness, have not sub-
mitted themselves unto the righteousness of God" (Rom.
10:3). When men establish their own code of righteousness
and measure themselves by themselves, they take great
pride in their accomplishments. They think more of their

(Continued on page thirteen)

TRACT OF THE MONTH SERIES

The Bible—Divine or Human Origin Tant
The Bible—A Complete Guide to Heaven Cogdill

You Can Understand the Bible Welch
Jesus, A Divine Being—Fact or Fiction Farish
God Hath Spoken in His Son Weaver
What Must 1 do to be Saved Farish

The Holy Spirit in Conviction and Conversion___Adams
The Baptisms of the Bible Holt
Should Christians Keep the Sabbath?_ ~ Wilson
The church of Christ vs The Churches of Men. Tant
Music Divinely Appointed for Worship____ Douthitt
Mormonism—From God or Man West
The Lord's Supper—Miracle or MemorialL-Blackmon
The Judgment to come, You will be There Cope

Christ and the Christian's Hope Britnell
What does it mean to believe in Christ? Holt
Christian Science Investigated Pickup
The New Birth M. Patton
The Work of the Church Jones
Baptism McGarvey
You can't do wrong and get by F. Moyer
The Bible Doctrine of Grace Farish
The Saviour's Invitation Clark
The Identity of the Church Roberts
Church of Christ vs Baptist Churches H. Patton
Will only members of the Church of

Christ be saved? Hall
Is There a Pattern? Tant
Can Eternal Life be Forfeited? Houchen

JustificationbyFaith(Reprint) Goodwin

Old Time Religion (Reprint) Tant
Evolution and the New Inquisition Bales
Premillennialism Welch
The Problem of Suffering Hailey
Faithful to the Lord Farish
Testing Watchtower Testimony Everett
15 cents each 100 for $10.00
Order From
THE PRECEPTOR COMPANY
P. 0. Box 187 Beaumont, Texas
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Children Of The Devil

Lewis Willis

"He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil
sinneth from the beginning" (1 Jno. 3:8). John is here
teaching that he who lives a life of habitual sin is of the
devil. He demonstrates his relation to Satan by his con-
formity to the character which the devil possesses. The
devil has been sinning from the beginning, i.e., from the
first sin which resulted in his becoming the devil. Being
the first sinner, the devil is the source of sin, the fountain
from which it springs, the father of these who practice it.

"Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your
father ye will do: he was a murderer from the beginning,
and abode not in the truth because there is no truth in
him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own:

for he is a liar and the father of it" (John 8:44).
Inasmuch as the devil is the original sinner, and
since he has persisted in sin without interruption

from the occasion of the first sin, it follows that whosoever
sins thus persistently, as the devil, partakes of the char-
acter of him who is their spiritual father. Thus, those who
live a life of sin, conform to the pattern followed by the
devil and must be regarded as his offspring and followers.

One of the distinguishing characteristics of the follower
of the devil is the sin he commits. The apostle John de-
fines sin as the "transgression of the law" (1 Jno. 3:4).
This term "sin" is a general term embracing every form
of wrong-doing; all that opposes that which is right. One
who veers away from the right way is a lawless person.
He refuses the law which, in this case, is the law of God.
So that anytime, anyone does anything that violates a law
of God, he has sinned. If he persists in this sin, i. e.,
habitually lives opposed to the way of Jehovah, he then
must be recognized as a child of the devil. We would all
readily admit that there is no hope for the children
of Satan.

"But, what about this good man who occasionally sins?"
The wisest, greatest and best men of whom we read in
the Scriptures never laid claim to sinlessness in this life,
but, on the contrary, exhibited the weaknesses that are
common to humanity. It must not be overlooked in the
consideration of 1 John 3:8 that the evil contemplated is
that which flows uninterrupted from an evil heart, and is
deliberate, willful and persistent. The steady stream of

pollutionunmistakably reveals that the source is equally
corrupt.

A person might be considered good by all others men—

counted worthy of the highest praise—and at the same
time be one who very deliberately, Willfully, and per-
ABOUT THE}AUTH(.)R
Lewis Willis — Evangelist for the
church In Kirkwood. Mo. 944 S.

‘Geyer Road, Kirkwood Mo.

¥

sistently transgresses the law of Almighty God. This means
that we must all consider our manner of life, the nature
of the creatures we are, so that such a charge cannot
truthfully be brought against us when we are called to

Continued on page fifteen)

Advertising in this section 25¢ per line.
location of meeting places,
seeking locations,
matter.

Designed to advertise the
congregations seeking preachers, preachers
items for sale, items wanted, also other acceptable

CENTRALIZED CONTROL OF CHURCH RESOURCES

by Cecil B. Douthitt
The second printing of this 52 page booklet on vital
issues facing the churches today 1is new ready for dis-
tribution, and may be obtained at 30 cents per single copy,

or at 25 cents per copy when four or more copies are
ordered.

Order from Douthitt Publisher, P. O. Box 752, Fort
Smith, Arkansas 72902.

"Institutionalism—Why 1 Changed." A tract written by
brother J. T. Smith. This tract is available for free dis-
tribution to anyone who will use it. They may be secured
by writing to J. T. Smith, 920 Rockwell Ave., Oklahoma

City, Oklahoma 73127.
Have time for some meetings in the summer of 1066.
Gene E. Watson, Box 352, Lynngrove, Ky. 42062.

Announcing A Gospel Meeting. Conducted by the church
of Christ. 1234 Division Street, Oceanside, California 92054.
Brother W. E. (Bud) Irvine of Odessa, Texas will be preach-
ing from January 9th through January 16th, 1966. The time
of meeting will be 7:30 nightly, except Sundays at 6:30 P.M.

GOSPEL MEETING
Valley-Hi church of Christ
San Antonio, Texas

Harold V. Trimble

"The Valley-Hi church of Christ will open It's new brick-
veneer building with a Gospel meeting Jan. 2 through Jan. 9
with the following speakers: Stanley Lovett, W. L. Wharton,

BillReeves,LeonOdom,DanaHalstead, Dan Shiple;

H. B. Gist.

"The beautiful auditorium is panelled in mahogany with
vinyl tile floors and comfortable opera chairs. It Is situated
on Loop 410 just west of Lackland Ait.Base.. There will be
singing from 2:30 until 4:00 P.M. January 2nd and services
will begin at 7.30 nightly from Monday through Saturday.
Sunday services are 10:00 and 11:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.

"The evangelist for this work has been supported by High-
land Boulevard from its beginning. We stand In the old
paths wherein is the good way.

"We urge all who will to share our joy on this long looked

for occasion, and to enter Into the spiritual feast of glad
tidings with us."
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Bennie Paul Ener, 1415 9th, Orange,
Texas. Bennie Paul Ener and Loyd
Butts held an October meeting with
the Merryville. La. congregation. The
congregation in Merryville has only 15
faithful members and population of th,
town is about 300; however, these few
Christians were able to get out 15 non-
members from the community to at-
tend. Some of these visitors expressed
a desire to continue attending services
after the meeting closed.

Wm. E. Fain, 3236 S. E. Johnson
Creek Blvd.,, Portland, Oregon 97206.
Things are going well here in Portland,
with all the faithful congregations in
the area on the increase. Our attend-
ance is doing very well, and our con-
tributions are averaging about $2.50 per
week per person in attendance includ-
ing even the infants (not that they give,
but are included in the above average).
I have conducted six meetings this
year, and have been in Oregon, Wash-
ington, and Alaska for them; I have
one remaining in Arizona. Two of the
meetings were with churches that had
never before had an "anti" to preach
for them. The church in Hermisten,
Oregon, mainly through the efforts and
teaching of Ben Shropshire, has taken
its stand for the truth, the oppor-
tunities there look very good.

Guthrie Dean, 1900 Jenny Lind Ave.,
Fort Smith, Arkansas 78903. After al-
most nine years of work with the Bald
Knob church, my family and I moved
to work with the Park Hill church in
Fort Smith. At Bald Knob membership
and attendance more than doubled dur-
ing our stay there. Brother C. R. Mans-
field is doing a fine work there now
with the church. During the first four
months of this year at Bald Knob and
during my four summer meetings, there
were fifty responses. My last meeting
was at Marion, Indiana, in which there
were 10 baptisms and several restora-
tions. Since moving to Fort Smith there
have been 22 additions here. The church
is at peace and vigorously working for
the Lord. At present we are supporting
two full time preachers, a radio pro-
gram, an active local work, and hope
to add a television program soon.

W. M. Tally, P. O. Box 2253. East
Station, Columbus, Mississippi. The
East Columbus church has recently be-
gan to help in the support of two fine
gospel preachers. W. Eural Bingham at
Corinth, Miss, and Lynn D. Headrick
located at Tuscaloosa, Alabama. It is
our desire to eventually expand this

HITHER...

Jim McDonald

>

THITHER...YON

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Jim C. McDonald — Evangelist for the Union Road
church and Staff Writer for The Preceptor Magazine.
1011 Johnson Street, Lufkin, Texas 75901.

program to include other worthy men
who are in need of assistance. We are
conducting a radio program with a
different twist. The program is en-
titled "Fone-Forum" and it gives the
radio audience an opportunity to call
on their telephone and ask their ques-
tions live on-the-air. As you might
suppose this set-up provides us with
many opportunities for answering false
doctrine. Brother Aubrey Belue, and
L. E. Murray are the elders overseeing
this work. Brothers Belue, Murray, and
Hampton Couchman are a tremendous
asset to this work. We are hopeful
that the program will create much in-
terest as time goes by.

Grover Stevens. 1320 Gardiner Lane,
Louisville, Ky. 40213. A meeting end-
ing here in November with David Clay,
pool resulted in one baptism and two
restorations. Prior to the meeting two
were identified with the church meet-
ing on Gardiner Lane.

kinsville, Ky. 42167. During the month
of October four have been baptized
and four have placed membership with
us here at Grandview. Three of these
were from liberal churches who re-
nounced their error and took a stand
for the truth. Eleven have been added
to the number in the past four months.

Billy W. Moore, 205 N. Fulton, Butler,
Mo. 64730. One was baptized and two
restored during the St. Joseph. Mo.
meeting. Brethren there are encour-
aged. The future looks bright. I have
just completed a meeting in Republic,
Mo.

Bill Haynes, 2026 Vivion Road. Kansas
City. Mo. The Lord's people who meet
at 300 East 83rd Terrace, N. Kansas
City, Mo., were in a gospel meeting
Oct. 24th through 31st. Brother Har-
ley E. Amick did the preaching. Bro.
Bud Vick is doing the preaching also
this week in Purdin, Mo.

James R. Trigg, 1605 W. Irving Blvd.,
Irving. Texas 75060. There have been
"o identified and five baptized here
at Westside in Irving during Novem-
ber. We learn also that there is now
a faithful church meeting in Weather-
ford meeting in the Westside building
located on W. Spring Street.

Malcolm S. King, 512 Lee St., Sulphur
Springs, Texas 75482. Last Lord's Day,
Oct. 24, we completed a very suc-
cessful gospel meeting here at South-
side with brother Carl A. Allen of
Mt. Pleasant, Tex., doing the preaching.
In the course of this meeting, two
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young men came forward and con
fessed their faith in Jesus as the
Christ and put him on in baptism. Two
others were identified with this church
on Oct. 17. Since June the church here
has enjoyed a steady continual growth.
We had four new families to move in
and identify themselves with us and
three additions by baptisms.

Joe D. Scarborough, 2917 Main St.
Dickinson, Texas 77539. Correspondents
please note my change of address from
1906 Britain, Wichita Falls, Texas to
the one listed above.

Mason Harris, Main at First, Steele,
Mo. Recently the new church in For-
restCity, Ark.conductedaseriesof
meetings with different speakers each
evening. It was my pleasure to be there
on Nov. 9th for the opening service.
This was my first time to preach in
such a meeting there since the late
fifties. One was baptized.

Lloyd Barker. 5966 Park Place, Ham-
mond, Ind. Two were baptized here at
the Highland St. church in Hammond
in recent weeks.

Roy Foutz, Box 346 South Houston,
Texas. Brother Foutz was in a meeting
with Floral Heights church in Wichita
Falls Nov. 8th. Following the meeting
inWichitaFalls,bro.Foutzwasina
meeting in Huntsville. One was bap-
tized and two identified at South
Houston in October.

Ward Hogland, Box 166, Greenville,
Texas 75402. 1 had a very pleasant
meeting D)ﬁilthld)TOtfh%S‘lYTAﬁm(Bmﬁ&ﬂdaﬁao
the Lakewire church in Lakeland. This
is indeed one of the finest congrega-
tions among us. Brother Butler has
been with them for thirty-two years!
He continues to tell me that ifhehad
his life to live over he would find some
good church and settle down! Two
were identified at Walnut Street in
November.

Irvin Himmel, 7222 Graham Road,
Hazelwood, Mo. Two were baptized and
eight were identified at the church in
Hazelwood during past months. Luther
Blackmon held a Nov. meeting for the
brethren in Kirkwood, and Bill Haynes
held an early Nov. meeting at War-
renton.

Leslie Diestelkamp, 1833 Ivy Lane,
Aurora, Ill.,, 60506. Next summer, the
Lord willing, my wife, Alice, and I
plan to return to Nigeria. This will
conclude nearly four years since we
came home from Nigeria. In 1959 Alice
and I, with our youngest son, Roy,
then eleven, went to Eastern Nigeria
After four months in that region where
so many had worked before us we
moved to Lagos the capital of Nigeria,
thus opening the western part of that
country and the"big cities to do gospel
work. In two years in Africa we bap-
tized 1,300 and started fourteen con-
gregations. Since that time Sewell Hall,
Aude McKee, Paul Earnhart, George
Pennock. Jim Sasser and Robert E.
Speer have gone, to that area, con-
tinuing the good work. The latter two
are there now, but brother Sasser will
return to America next summer. From



RELICS OF THE LAW

Law of Moses
Not In Force

Rom. 10:4; Eph. 2:14-16;
Gal. 3:19; Gal. 3:23-26

Sabbath Deut. 5:3-5,15; Ex.
31:13; Hos. 2:11; Amos 8:5-9;
Matt. 27:45; Col. 2:16-17

Tithing Nu. 18:21-24;
Lev. 27:30-32

Instrumental Music 2 Chron.
29:25; Amos 6:5; Ps. 150

Col. 2:14

Gospel of Christ

In Force

Heb. 9:16-17; 10:9-10; 1:1-2

1st Day Ps. 118:22-23; Acts
20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2

As Prospered 1 Cor. 16:1-2;
2 Cor. 9:6-8

No Instrument Matt. 28:18-20;

1 Cor. 14:15; Eph. 5:19; John

By Danny Brown

Thief on Cross Luke 23:39-43

a beginning of virtually nothing in
199, we now have about 35 congre-
gations in the Western and Mid-west-
era Regions. No other young man has

volunteeredtogoandreplacebrother
Sasser. Many preachers would like to
go but are hindered either by health
conditions of the family or by school
necessities for their children. Since our
health seems adequate, and since our
youngest child will graduate from High
School next year, and enter college,
we believe it is our duty to go. Bro.
Diestelkamp will need a minimum of
$75 per month and a minimum of
6,000 for traveling and working fund.
Those who can help write him at the
cited address.

Paul C. Keller, 5201 College Avenue,

Lubbock, Texas 79412. Three have been
baptized here and four identified with
the Caprock church in Nov. We set
three new attendance records during
the past week!

Bob Franks, 308 Marilyn Drive. Laf-

ayette, La. We had a good meecting
in a number of ways. Bro. Puckett did
a wonderful Job in presenting the
Truth. Our next meeting is in April
with bro. Leon Odom of San Antonio
preaching. One was baptized here and
one identified in Nov. at College Road
church

Ralph D. Gentry, 620 Bowen Street,
Dayton 10, Ohio. Paul Nagy held a
meeting for Haynes and Parrot Street
church Nov. 1-6th. Other meetings in
this area were held at Blue Ash in

Cincinnati with James P. Miller and
Westview in Hamilton with Paul K.
Williams.

Frank Jamerson, 2222 Wendell Ave.,
Louisville, Ky. One was baptized here
at Wendell Ave. in October and three
were identified in November.

Albert L. Jennings 302 S. Robinson,
Edna, Texas. Bro. R. J. Stevens of
Pampa, Texas concluded our meeting
last Sunday evening, Nov. 7th. We
have much to be grateful for and cer-
tainly all these efforts were to the
glory of our Lord. In visible results,
this was no doubt one of our most
successful meetings. Two were bap-
tizedandtwenty-threeacknowledged
faults.

Gene Tope, P. O. Box 519, Krugers-
dorp. South Africa. "Reverend" Tylden
Luxome was a preacher for the In-
dependent Presbyterian Church. 1 say
was because on Sept. 22nd, he renounc-
ed his denominational error and was
baptized in Christ. A few months ago
brother Stephen Mokoka, a faithful
preacher in the Johannesburg area,
came into contact with Mr. Loxome. As
they spoke together concerning the
Scriptures it became evident to Loxome
that what h, believed and taught was
not New Testament Christianity. At
Stephen's suggestion he enrolled in the
Bible Correspondence Course study of
the book of Acts; offered by the church
here. After completing five lessons, he
wrote me a letter asking if an inter-
view could be arranged. He was dis-
satisfied with Presbyterianism and said
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16:13; Col. 3:16; Jas. 5:13

Gospel Plan Rom. 1:16; Acts
17:30; Rom. 10:9-10; Acts 22:16

3|

he desired to be a preacher for the
truth. On Wednesday, 22 September,
he and Stephen came to visit me. The
"Reverend," dressed in black with
matching white collar and Bible in
hand, made quite an imposing figure.
Inwardly however (as the events that
followed soon revealed) he proved him-
self to be a very humble man. We dis-
cussed the Scriptures for some two
hours, asking and answering questions
concerning: baptism, church organiza-
tion, worship etc. When it was made
clear that no offer of job or salary was
involved in his conversion, I supposed
this would be the end of the Interview.
But his only reply was, "You say one
can be baptized immediately. Where
may this be done?" We rejoiced as this
one was added to the Lord that same
hour as we heard him make the good
confession. I loaned him a shirt to
wear so he would not have to wear

his "dog collar" home. And, in the
words of Luke, "he went on his way
rejoicing."

Robert Goodman, 808 Fresa Road,

Pasadena, Texas. Three were baptized
here at Southside in Pasadena in Nov.
November meetings in the greater
Houston area during the month in
progress at Norhill with Roy Cogdill,
Spring Branch Franklin T. Puckett;
Broadway in La Porte with Carl Allen;
North Freeport with W. L. Wharton
and Northside with Danny Brown.
Roy S. Fudge, 210 East Barstow Ave..
Clovis, California. One was baptized
during Nov. here in Clovis in a meet-
ing with Bill Fling. The End



Editorial, Cod's Power . . . . | (Continued from page two)

desire and willingness of Jesus to save the lost. The belief
of Romans 1:16 is not merely "faith only." It includes
every step the New Testament urges upon the lost as
necessary to being saved. Interestingly enough each of
these requirements is mentioned in the Letter to the
Romans.

(1) Hearing the gospel, the word of Christ, is necessary
to salvation. For it is the means by which faith is formed
in the heart of the lost. "So belief cometh of hearing and
hearing by the word of Christ" (Romans 10:17). (2) Belief
or faith is necessary. "For with the heart man believeth
unto righteousness" (Romans 10:10). (3) Repentance from
sins is indispensable to being saved. "Or despisest thou the
riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering,
not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to re-
pentance?" (Romans 2:4). (4) The faith formed in the heart
must be expressed orally. "For with the heart, man believeth
unto righteousness and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation" (Romans 10:10). (5) The point at which
entry is made into Christ is in the act of baptism. "Or
are ye ignorant that all we who were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried with
him through baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so
we also might walk in newness of life" (Romans 6:3-4).
Thus pardon from past sins is received at the point of
obedience in baptism. (6) Finally there follows the "walk
in newness of life" the rest of the saved's life (Romans
6:3-4). Only by continued obedience can the child of God
finally be saved in heaven. The End

2 Corinthians 9:13 . . . . . = | (Continued from page four)

The Roman letter points out another special feature of
this "contribution." Romans 15:27 shows that the Gentiles
(saints) had received spiritual things from Jewish saints
and therefore owed Jewish saints a supply of carnal things
in return. In vr. 28 the offering of the Gentiles is called
"this fruit" and refers to the fruit produced in the Gentile
saints as the result of what had come to them from Jewish
saints! There is not a single statement that would extend
in this view to a non-saint receiving "this fruit." Further,
it would produce in those receiving it (Jewish saints) a
thanksgiving to God for the "professed subjection unto
God" of the Gentiles (2 Cor. 9:13). This does not describe,
necessarily, the re-action of a non-saint to receiving some
financial assistance from the church. However, keep in
mind that this is not what happened but rather WHAT
PAUL HOPED WOULD HAPPEN ... this is all prospective
at the time of writing. In keeping with this point remember
that in the Roman letter, when on the eve of leaving for
Jerusalem with the company of brethren that was carrying
the "offering" Paul asked the Roman brethren to pray
that the saints would accept his "service" (Rom. 15:30-31).
This indicates that the feelings cf enmity between Jews
and Gentiles might prevent the Jewish brethren from
accepting the offering and in pointing this out he is simply
commenting on ANOTHER PURPOSE of the offering, i.e.,
the sealing and healing of JEW-GENTILE relationship.
This offering is not one of mere alms (Rom. 15:27; 2 Cor.
12-13) which is extended where no previous debt cf any
kind exists, but is seen to be raised and sent in the hope
of promoting a healthier relationship between the two races

in the gospel. We are textually correct in insisting thai
the collection had a dual role: (1) to relieve wants of the
saints and (2) to promote better relationship between Jews
and Gentiles in Christ. There was ONE collection: "The
ministration of THIS service" and "experiment of this
ministration" (2 Cor. 9:12, 13). This ONE collection was
proposed to (1) relieve the wants of the saints (vr. 12) and
(2) ALSO (this is in addition to relieving "want") "abun-
dant by many thanksgivings." Not. all the Jewish saints
were in want and undoubtedly there were needy Jewish
saints outside Jerusalem, but this offering of "fruit" to
the needy saints in Jerusalem would be productive of (1)
relieving the "wants" of those who received the funds and
ALSO (2) creating good will on the part of ALL JEWISH
SAINTS toward the Gentile saints for the benevolence
shown needy Jewish saints! Hence, we have the context
before us and now the text which proposes of the collection
that it was "unto them (i.e. the poor Jewish saints) and
unto all (Jewish saints)." The verse is simply stressing the
DUAL PURPOSE OF THE COLLECTION THAT PAUL PRO
POSED. How far indeed is this from the bare affirmation
that the collection of money went to the poor Jewish
saints and then, what is more, went unto "all men" (non-
saints). Observe the folly: (1) This would make the col-
lection relieve only the poor saints in Jerusalem but re-
lieve the rest of needy non-saints everywhere! This would
be partial to the non-saints for while only the poor saints
(among all the needy saints) in Jerusalem got help all the
rest of non-saints were relieved. (2) This must have been
a "whale of a collection!" If it took care, as this position
must advocate, of all the needy in Jerusalem and then all
the need in the world! For remember the passage says
"all men." Now it is either limited or unlimited! If it is
unlimited you have it too big! If it is limited then what
limits it? (3) Even brethren who favor "general benevo-
lence" think there is some limit as to whom the church
may help. But, where is the limit here? Hence, we see
brethren in the sad circumstance of suffering the conse-
quence of having proved "too much" and; hence, proving
nothing.

I leave it to the responsible reader to show that in all
the proposed collection and distribution viewed in 2 Cor.
9:13 as set out in every reference that may be adduced
concerning it, where it. was ever proposed to benefit a
single non-saint. It is not a dual-purpose collection as to
persons affected, i.e., saints and non-saints, but it is
a dual-purpose collection to the same persons: Jewish
saints—the needy and non-needy. It is from Gentile saints
as a gesture of good will to all Jewish brethren—whether
those brethren were in actual need and actually got some
of the money or not. This is what is proposed—as we
stated in the beginning—but none of us can say what
the outcome of it all was.

Our problem in these verses is then not to show where
the collection went (for of that we have no stated evidence)
but rather what this one contribution that was being raised
was for. When we have done this we will have exhausted
the possibilities of teaching set out in them.

In conclusion then, we point out that the text certainly
indicates a proposed contribution that was not only to
relieve the needs of Jewish saints but was also to cause
many thanksgivings to abound (vr. 12) and the same thing
is differently stated in vr. 13 where the collection "unto
them" must refer to the poor Jewish saints and the effect
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of the collection "unto all" must refer to all Jewish saints.
This is true to the text, the proposal, the context and the
grammar. To inject "non-saints" into the view is out of
harmony with the text, the proposal, the context and the
grammar. Further, it would affirm an impossibility for
it would necessitate that this contribution was proposed
as a relief of all the charitable needs of mankind ("all
men"). What is impossible, anti-contextual and unnecessary
certainly is not true. If relief of non-saints from the trea-
sury of the church must stand or fall on the proof adduced
from this passage then it must fall! The End
0

"An Help Meet For .. ... . | (Continued from page five)

the two words are taken was once applied to a vessel
that had never held any intoxicant. How fine it would be
if our wives and mothers would see to it that their hus-
bands and sons would be just such vessels, that they had
never held any intoxicant! One does not become addicted
to strong drink in a day. One hears much and sees much
in news reports and in advertising of the prevalence of
drinking, even in our high schools. If all wives and mothers
would not permit a drop of intoxicating beverages in their
homes and would teach against its use when away from
home, they would help their families to maintain total

abstinence. Tobeatotalabstaineristheonlystatusfor
a Christian and, of course, an elder must manifest that
which he teaches to others. The wise man in Proverbs
23:31 says, "Look not thou upon the wine when it is red,
when it giveth its colour in the cup, when it moveth it-
self aright.”

"Sober," "soberminded." This must further qualify an
elder. According to Vine's Dictionary it "denotes of sound
mind; hence, self-controlled, soberminded." According to
Nichol and Whiteside, "Not frivolous, worldly minded.
Must not act from impulse or passion, but from con-
scientious, sober thought." When the husband comes home
tired at the end of the day and is greeted by "the con-
tentions of a wife," importuning him; "Let's go out and
have a good time," he is not encouraged to sober thinking,
but, on the contrary to frivolity and worldliness. He should
experience a cheerful, happy home-coming, one conducive
to calm rest and relaxation and sober thinking.

(To be continued.)

"Doting About Questions (Continued from page seven)

anyone who will not readily yield to his opinions. This
"sensual and devilish attitude" is mnot healthy, "For
where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every
evil work" (James 3:15-16).

"Railings." — "Harsh and abusive language towards
those who will not concede a point — a common effect
of disputes, and more commonly of disputes about small
and unimportant matters, than of those which are of
magnitude" (Barnes). "Railings" are not calculated to bring

the Lord's church spiritual prosperity.
"Perverse Disputing*." — Hie greek word used here
properly means, "misemployment; then idle occupation"

(Rob. Lex.). "The idea is that of employments that merely

consumedtimewithoutanyadvantage" (Barnes). Itis
always proper to contend for the faith, but there is a
difference between "contending for the faith," and "con-

tentions" about nonsensical subjects which involve us in
a misemployment of our time and talents. "Perverse dis-
putings never have and never will make the church strong.

Men who are given to '"perverse disputings" are said
to have; "corrupt minds," they are "destitute of the truth,"
and are guilty of '"supposing that gain is godliness."
Their minds have been turned from the "simplicity of the

gospel," and their hearts are no longer "single" for the
truth alone. Thinking that "gain is godliness" they labor
most of the time for their own "self-aggrandizement"

without regard for the welfare cf the precious body of
Christ.

What Should Our Attitude Be Toward Such?

"From Such Withdraw Thyself" — In commenting on
this statement, Albert Barnes wrote; "That is, have no com-
munion or fellowship with them. Do not recognize them
as religious teachers; do not countenance their views.
Timothy was in no way to show that he regarded them as
inculcating truth, or to patronize their doctrines. From
such men, as having any claim to the character of Chris-
tians, every man should withdraw with feelings of un-
utterable pity and loathing." This is pretty strong lan-
guage, but before you decide it is too strong, go back and
reread the description of such teachers and the fruit
produced by their teaching.

I am fully aware that Paul was dealing chiefly with
the "servant-master" relationship, but the same things
said about false teachers on that subject, may also be said
today about teachers who "consent not to wholesome words"
concerning other subjects. If not, why not?

I would not at all discourage mare study and teaching.
I have a great admiration for those who possess "minds
quick to learn," and "tongues anxious to teach," pro-
viding they are careful to learn and teach the truth. But,
let us be careful that our studies and meditations do not
lead us into a "proud" attitude which can easily cause
us to "dote about questions and strive about words." End

o

Afflictions In The (Continued from page eight)

schools, and their camps than they do of the church. They
brag of the great numbers converted during the school
year, and tell of multitudes saved during the summers
encampment. Recently I read of a "church of Christ camp"
claiming "Spiritual miracles at Camp Shiloh." If we will
but open our eyes we can see that men are putting more
confidence in the organizations of men (the "Christian
schools," and "Christian camps," and "Christian hospitals"),
than they do in the church built by the Lord and pur-
chased by the blood of Christ.

Let's turn to God, His word and His church. The End

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING

"I would like to see you make a weekly paper out of
the Preceptor.” Joe Scarborough, Wichita, Falls, Texas

" In addition I would like to say that I sincerely enjoy
the magazine and appreciate the truths for which it stands.
Examples such as this can be of great influence in missionary
fields such as the one found in Montana.

Jerry Ball, Hardin, Montana
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TRACT OF Tk

EXPLANATION

On the right hand column of this page will be
found our recommendations for the new "Twelve
Month Tract Teaching Program." This is a plan
by which congregations can distribute an integrated
series of tracts, each month developing from and
building on the foundation of the month before.

<0

The subjects and material of the listed tracts
have been carefully designed so as to produce
the maximum impact on the heart of the reader.
The effect is cumulative—first an effective pre-
sentation of the Bible as God's word, our perfect
standard; then tracts designed to show that it is
possible for men to understand the Bible. These are
followed by tracts on the divinity and authority
of Christ; the work of the Holy Spirit; the gospel
plan of salvation; the identity of the one true
church, etc. Then follow tracts on Christian wor-
ship, and a series of four tracts (eleventh month)
setting forth the truth in contrast with certain
widely held denominational errors.

<0

This plan can be inaugurated at any time of the
year and 1is quite independent of the calendar.
Just date and sign the order blank at the bottom
of the page, and we will send you, month- by month,
the tracts that are listed. Most congregations will
find this connected series as effective, as logically
arranged, and as simply handled as any arrange-
ment they might undertake.

[ —

All you need do is sign the order blank, and
mail it in to:

THE PRECEPTOR COMPANY

P. O. Box 187 Beaumont, Texas

ORDER BLANK

Name
Address__.

Date_

i, MONTH SERIES

TRACT TEACHING PROGRAM

(100 tracts per month—fifty of each
title listed except for the 11th month
when there will be twenty-five of each
title listed.)

Ist MONTH
50—The Bible—Of Divine or
Human Origin Tant
50—The Bible—A Complete and
Perfect Guide Cogdill
2nd MONTH
50—You Can Understand The Bible Welch
50—"0Old Time Religion" J. D. Tant
3rd MONTH
50—1Jesus, A Divine Being—

Fact or Fiction? Farish
50—°0d Hath Spoken In His Son Weaver
4th MONTH

50—The Holy Spirit in
Conviction and Conversion Adams
50—The New Birth M. Patton
5th  MONTH

50—The Identity of the Lord's Church Roberts
50—Will Only Members of the Church of

Christ be Saved? Hall
6th MONTH
50—What Must I Do To Be Saved? Farish
50—You Can't Do Wrong and Get By Meyer
7th  MONTH
50—The Saviour's Invitation Clark
50—The Judgment to Come—
You Will Be There Cope
8th MONTH
50—Christ and the Christian's Hope Britnell
50—Can Eternal Life Be Forfeited? Houchen

9th MONTH

50—Baptisms of the Bible
50—What Does It Mean To

Charles Holt

Believe In Christ? Jack Holt
10th MONTH
50—Justificaton By Faith Goodwin
50—The Lord's Supper—
Miracle or Memorial? Blackmon
11th MONTH
25—Church of Christ'vs-Baptist Churches H Patton
25—Mormonism—From God or Man? West
25—Should Christians Keep the Sabbath?..-Wilson
25—Christian Science Investigated............... Pickup
12th  MONTH
50—Is There A Pattern? Tant
50—The Work of the Church Jones
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LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA
Church of Christ

1510 Highway 14

Bible Study. . ...... ... ... .. 10:00 A.M.
Morming Worship. . . . . . - 10:45 A M.
Evening Worship. . . ... .. . 7:00 P.M.
Wednesday Bible Study. . . . | 7:00 P.M.

FAIR LAWN, NEW JERSEY
Church of Christ

Plaza Road and Marlot Avenue
(The building is located 9 miles West
of the George Washington Bridge.)

Pair Lawn, N. J;j 796-4497

Directory,

BEAUMONT, TEXAS
Church of Christ

720 Major Drive
Bible Study ... ..... . ....945 AM.
Morning Worship. . . . .. . . . 10:45 A M.
Evening Worship. . . ... . .. .. 7:00 P.M.
Midweek . 7:00 P.M.
Evangellst. Danny ‘Brown
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
Church of Christ
1226 Highland Blvd.
Bible Study .. ...... .. .. 9:45 AM.
Morning Worship. . ... ... . 10:40 AM.
Evening Worship. . . .. .. . 6:00 P.M.
Midweek . . ... ... ... 7:30 P.M.

Evangelists:
Stanley J. Lovett — W. L. Wharton

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

Woodlawn Hills church of Christ
1742 Bandera Road

Bible Study ............... 10:00 A.M.
Morning Worship. . 10:50 A M.
Evening Worship. 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30P.M.

Dan S. Shipley, preacher

VIDOR, TEXAS

North Main church of Christ
1460 North Main (Hwy 105 North)

Bible Classes. . . . ..10:00 A.M.
Morning Worship. . 11:00 A M.
Evening Worship. . . . . . . 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday Bible Classes 7:30 P.M.

Jack Thompson, preacher

Help Us Fill This Page

Children Of The Devil (Continued from page nine)

give our final answer before Him with whom we have
to do.

There are many religious people today who will and do
reject the law of God. These people do things that are
wrong, even after having read where God condemns them
for doing so.. It would be a great mistake to think that
God will overlook such sins. There was a time when some

transgressions were overlooked, but now he commands
all men everywhere to repent, to turn away from such
ungodliness (Acts 17:30).

If today you read something in the Bible, but refuse it
because it condemns something you believe, do not just
forget it, do something about it! You hold your eternal
future in your own hands. Do not be a child of the devil.
READ YOUR BIBLE and do what you will learn you should
do even if it means turning from everything you have

believed in the past. For such humble obedience, God

will richly bless you. The End
0

A Statement Of . . (Continued from page three)

In early November, 1965, the elders of the Imhoff Ave-

nue church contacted the elders of the Thomas Blvd.
church by mail, suggesting a meeting in 'the near future
to discuss the differences between the two churches and
to explore the possibility of a reconciliation. This overture
was very readily received and accepted by the elders of
the Thomas Blvd. church, with a suggested meecting time
by them of November 18, 1965. Thus on this date dis-
cussions and negotiations were begun between the elders
and evangelists of both congregations.

Five meetings were held, embracing approximately
thirteen hours of discussion of the differences which
precipitated the division and of several other related mat-
ters. These meetings were characterized by good will and
brotherly feelings, yet with plainness of speech and open-

Help

Us Fill This Page

ness of thinking and feeling in every matter. Accusations
and differences were thoroughly discussed.

The results were that agreements were reached, mis-
takes were admitted, sins were confessed, and erroneous
doctrinal positions were renounced. Due to the seriousness
of some of the differences, acknowledgements of wrongs in

these matters were put in writing with signatures attached.

We believe that all outstanding matters and differences
between the two churches were discussed, settled and
forgiven in a scriptural manner.

Therefore, it is with much joy that we announce to

the congregations concerned, to Christians in this area,
and to the brotherhood everywhere that our differences
have been settled and fellowship has been restored. We
realize that the effects of this division have been hurtful
and far-reaching, affecting not only the members of both
churches but also our brethren in this immediate area and
in many other places. We pledge ourselves to try to undo,
as far as we possibly can. the harmful effects of this
division. We are determined that we shall do all possible
to promote a spirit cf good will and love between the
members of the two churches, and seek a restoration of es-
trangements resulting from the division. We have promised
one another that in the future we shall love one another as

brethren, that we will encourage one another in every
righteous endeavor, and that we will assist one another
in the work of the Lord in accordance with scriptural
teaching concerning such congregational cooperation.

We have sought for, have asked for. and have received
forgiveness of one another, and in prayers we have asked
for and received forgiveness of our Father in heaven. We
now ask our brethren everywhere, all who may know of
this division and all who have in any way been affected by
it, to forgive us and to remember it against us no more.

Faithfully and fraternally yours,

Elders, Thomas Blvd. church Elders, Imhoff Ave. church
s/ Houston Hamby s/' Thomas B. Smitherman
s/ W. O. Viola s/ J. E. McCuistion

s/ W. L. Fergusson s/ J. A. Bruton

Evangelist: Evangelist:

s/ Ardie P. Brown, Jr. s/ Bill Cavender

(Note: It should be noted that brother Ardie P. Brown, Jr.,
had nothing to do with the division, but has done much to

effect the reconciliation.)
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Bible

For the Bible Class Teacher .
Beginning Preacher .. .

A Harmony of the Gospels
for Students of the
Life of Christ

A. T. Robertson. Harmonizes all the
separate accounts in the four
Gospels in parallel columns, and
arranges the life of Christ in chron-
ological order. King James Version.

$3.00

Nichol's Pocket Bible

Encyclopedia

C. R. Nichol. This is a revised and
enlarged edition of the popular Bible
Encyclopedia. 59 important Bible
topics such as: Baptism, the Church,
Confession, Faith, Lord's Supper,
etc., with all Scripture references
to each topic quoted in full. A
convenient and ready reference on
important Bible topics. Vest-pocket
size. 224 pages.

60*
Dozen, $5.50

The Church, the Falling

Away, and the Restoration
J. W. Shepherd. A brief, but popu-
lar summary of church history,

from New Testament times until
the early Restoration Movement.
$2.50

The Scheme of Redemption
Robert Milligan. A longtime favorite
with preachers, college classes, and
ordinary Christian readers as a full
and trustworthy explanation of
God's redemptive act from creation
to the establishment of the Church.
One united picture is made of the
whole Bible. $3.50

Study  Shelf

Elder . . . Deacon . . .
New Church Library ..

Why We Believe the Bible
George W. DeHoff. This book shows
with conciseness and clarity how
thoroughly reasonable is the accep-
tance of the Scriptures as the di-
vinely inspired Word of God. It
will strengthen your faith and arm
you to meet the skeptic. $2.50

Why I Am a Member of
the Church of Christ

Leroy Brownlow. A comprehensive,
systematic, simtple presentation of
the beliefs the churches of
Christ, designed for the non-be-
liever or for Bible classes (six-
months' course). 25 reasons, 25
chapters, 192 pages

Stiff back binding: $21.50 per doz.;

Christian

Sacred History and
Geography
Don DeWelt. A superb study manu-
al, including charts, questions, maps.
The ideal method of study Bible
history and geography. Covers the
Old Testament period. $4.95

Archaeology and

Bible History
Joseph P. Free. An unusual Bible
history book, rich in archaeological
information that confirms and illu-
minates the sequence of events in
the Old and New Testament, also
Inter-testament period. Written to
meet the need for an up-to-date,
conservative volume linking archae-

$2.00 ea. Paper Binding: $16.00 per ology and the Bible. Recently re-
doz.; $1.50 each. vised. 398 pages. Cloth. $5.00
NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARIES

Matthew, by H. Leo Boles............... .. ... . ... . ... . ..... $3.75
Mark, by C. E. W. Dorris. . ... $3.75
Luke, by H. Leo Boles........... ... ... ... ... ... $3.75
John, by C. E. W. Dorris. .. ... $3.75
Acts, by H. Leo Boles. . . . . ... ... .. ... ....... . ... .. ... $3.75
Romans, by David Lipscomb and J. W. Shepherd. . . . ... ... .... $3.75
1 Corinthians, by David Lipscomb and J. 1f. Shepherd . . ... ... .. $3.75
2 Corinthians and Galatians, by David Lipscomb and J. W.

Shepherd. . ... ... $3.75
Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians, by J. W. Shepherd. . . . . . . $3.75
1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon,

by J. W. Shepherd. . ... ... ... ... ... $3.75
Hebrews by Robert Milligan. . ... ...... ... ... .. ... ... ....... $3.75
James by Gus Nichols. .. ... ... ... ... .. . ... ... . . . ... ... .. $3.75
1 and 2 Peter; 1, 2 and 3 John; Jude, by Guy N. Woods. . . ... .. $3.75
Revelation, by John T. Hinds. . ... ..... ... ... ... ... ........ $3.75
14 volume set. .. ... ... ... ... .. $49.50

ORDER FROM
The Preceptor Company
P. O. Box 187 Beaumont, Texas
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The Sequent Arrangement Of The Bible

Certainly we do not intend to imply, by the wording of cur
title, that the books of the Bible are arranged in chrono-
logical order as regards the time of their writing. However,
there is a certain informational sequence in their arrange-
ment which is of great value. And this may easily be ob-
served in those matters with which we have been concerned
in previous articles..

The simplest sort of suggestion is scmetimes of in-
estimable value to one who is only beginning the study
of a particular subject. And the same may be said of one
who, though he has read ccnsiderably, his reading has
been spasmodic and without system. This is why these
articles concerning the divisons of the word and the make-
up of the Bible itself, have been so circumstantial and
elementary. Our aim is so be as practical as possible
and has the uninformed mind in view.

The study of the Bible is somewhat like the unraveling
of a knitted garment; if the end of the thread or skein
be found the whole garment is easily unraveled. If not,
the task may be very difficult indeed. So it is with the
study of the Bible. If its natural divisions be fcund and
kept in mind as one reads, its contents naturally unfold
and understanding is easy. If these divisions are not dis-
cerned and kept well in mind as one reads, though he
may derive great inspirational and moral gcod from reading
isolated and disconnected texts and narratives, his real
understanding of the rational message God has sought to

ABOUT
A. Hugh Clark ~— Evangelist for the
church and Staft Writer for The Preeeptor
Route 1,

impart to man will not only be faulty, but impossible
(2 Tim. 2:15).

This is why so much has been written upon the Bible
itself, in these articles, and especially concerning the Old
Testament and God's great promise to Abraham in the
long ago.

Coming ncow to the New Testament it should be said
first, that the sequent arrangement of the books which
make up the New Testament must surely be providential,
not merely fortuitous,

The first four books beginning with Matthew are bio-
graphical in nature. They contain the biography of Jesus,
the Christ. In these books are to be found the story of
his birth, life and teaching, suffering, death, burial and
resurrection. We are also told of his brief stay upon earth
after his resurrection, his giving of the great commission
to the apostles and, last of all, of his ascension to the
right hand of the Father where he is seated as the ruling,

(Continued on page eight)
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The Adams—Hall Discussion

Previously we have published “True Christianity” by J. D. Hall, Jr. and
“‘True Christianity’ Reviewed” by James W. Adams. Now, on page 3 will be
found “Brother Adams’ ‘Review’” (consisting of two parts) by J .D. Hall,
Jr. Next month we will run James W. Adams’ reply to Hall's review of
Adams’ appearing in this issue. With Adams’ rejoinder next time this pre-
sent discussion will close so far as we now know.

Mrs. Luther G. (Anna) Roberts

By now many, perhaps most, brethren have heard of the passing of
Sister Anna Roberts, wife of brother Luther G. Roberts, Salem, Oregon. It
was not the pleasure of this writer to know Sister Roberts save, perhaps
in a casual introduction. But for many years we have heard of her splendid
abilities, excellent character and stedfast faith.

We extend to brother Luther G. Roberts and his family our sincere
sympathy in the passing of his precious wife. Truly “precious in the sight
of Jehovah is the death of his saints.”

Below is a short reflection from brother Wm. E. Fain with respect to
the passing of Sister Roberts. Because we feel it so well characterizes the
feelings of those who knew and loved her best, we submit it for the benefit
of our readers.

Jesus Wept

What is it about John 11:35 that causes the reader to pause for a moment,
and meditate in silence on the vastness of such a short statement? Surely
he must realize this is the shortest verse in the New Testament — yes, but
what is behind it? Why did Jesus weep? Didn’t He know that Lazarus was
about to come forth from the grave at His command? Didn't He realize that,
to the faithful, death is not a dread, but a release from the trials, and
the realization of the hope of comfort in company with all the faithful?
Yes, He realized all this, yet in His sympathy for others, and in His com-
passion for the frailties of us all, He wept because of the grief displayed
by Mary. How blessed are we that we have a Mediator Who fully under-
stands us, a High Priest Who is touched with the feelings of cur infirmities!
We have a Savior Who has suffered grief for all the sins of mankind, Who
has known the greatest sorrow, experienced the most agonizing pain, and
has felt a loneliness man need never feel. Surely He was not ashamed of
the tears He shed openly at that hour; surely He is still touched by our
sorrows; surely He still weeps with us. May we remember that He shed
more than His tears — He shed His precious blocd, that we may have the
blessed privilege of taking our thanksgivings, our problems, our sorrows
to Him.

Earlier this week, these thoughts came to me as I sadly participated in
the funeral of Sister Luther Roberts, at Salem, Oregon. At her funeral,
all were weeping, unashamed. No, the tears were not being shed so much
for her, for her life had been full of activity in the Father’s kingdom. Her
life had been an example to all — a life of study, of teaching, of training
others. Many tears were shed for those many who loved her, and grieve
because of what we have all lost because of her passing. Tears were shed
for those who never had the privilege of knowing her. To know her was
to respect and admire her. Tears were shed (Continued on page eight)
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Brother Adams’ Review

J. D. Hall, Jr.

We sincerely appreciate the invitation by the editor of
this paper to discuss the *Review” by Brother James
Adams of our recent articles on True Christianity. Brother
Adams seems to be greatly disturbed by our challenge of
the accuracy of our sectarian slanted translations.

However, our primary purpose in these brief articles
was to call attenton to the fact that the Greek word
‘ekklesia’ at the time it was used by the Holy Spirit in
the first century meant ‘assembly’ or ‘group’ rather than
‘church’ as translated by the sectarian scholars. Since
Brother Adams made no effort to deny this, we have a
feeling that his intentions were to review the person of
J. D. Hall, Jr. rather than the articles themselves. If this
be true, then we would kindly remind Brcther Adams in
the words of Paul that ‘it is a very small thing that I
be judged of you or any man’s judgment; yea, I judze not
mine own self, but he that judgeth me is the Lord.”

Nevertheless Brother Adams’ challenge has revealed
the need for a more detailed study of the Greek word ‘ek-
klesia.” This we propose to do in this article, after which
we will try to make a close examination of the passages
he offers as proof that the local gatherings of Christians
in the first century were functional organizations such as
our present day churches. The latter is especially important
to those of the Restoration Movement because of our de-
termination to restore Christianity to the world as it was
in the beginning.

Please let it be understood by all that we are not sug-
gesting that the word ‘church’ be dropped from the English
language even if we could do so. It is a perfectly good
English word, and we strongly recommend its continued
use to describe the sectarian religious institutions for
which purpose it was created. In the words of ‘a sectarian
schclar whom we shall not name ‘it truly represents and
accurately describes present day religious bodies..” How-
ever, when we use a sectarian word to describe God’s
people instead of the word used by inspiration, it simply
proves that we are thinking along sectarian lines, and we
are dangerously close to blasphemy.

Some fifteen years ago when the present disturbance
and confusion started among our brethren over what could
and what could not be done with the *“Lord's money’ some
of us quietly determined to find the cause. We could not
accept the conclusion reached by many that some of cur
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people had suddenly decided to ‘‘tear up the ‘church’’ and
“divide the Body of Christ” for selfish reasons. We be-
lieved the Word of God was all sufficient, but we had
reason to question the translations. The sectarian word
‘baptism’ was one clue that something could be amiss in
this field. And, we alsc realized that every argument under
dispute had its roots in the question, ‘“What is the
church?”

For years we had been taught to reject the dictionary
definition of ‘church’ in favor of the phrase “called out.”
Some of our brethren had learned the etymology of ‘ek-
klesia,” and since ‘called out’ did describe God's people in
a general way, surely this must have been what the Holy
Spirit had in mind when He used this word in the scrip-
tures. No one dissented, therefore this definition was
accepted for years.

When we began to investigate sericusly we found that
“called out” could not be substituted for ‘church’ without
violating the context in the various passages. We then
checked the scholars and found them in full agreement
that ‘ekklesia’ meant ‘assembly’ and nothing mcre when
used in the first century. Thayer said ‘assembly.” William
1. Smith said the word’s etymology had been lost from its
meaning long before the time of Christ, and that its
meaning was ‘assembly.’ Vine’s Expository Dictionary of
New Testament Words says ‘assembly’ and calls attention
to Acts 19 where it was used in reference to a riotous
mob and translated ‘assembly’ by the scholars. Robert
Young of Young’s Analytical Concordance fame made a
translation in his day in which he used ‘assembly’ for
‘ekklesia’ throughout. Even Tyndale, upon whose transla-
tion almost all others are based, used ‘congregation’
throughcut in translating this word ‘ekklesia.’

But this did not end our investigation. We then went
through the whole New Testament substituting 'assembly’
or one of its synonyms wherever the word ‘church’ was
fcund. They fit the context perfectly and clarified the
meaning in a most wonderful way. It was as though the
sun had suddenly broken through the clouds the way new
light was given to almost every passage.

In a study such as this it is important that we define
our terms carefully that we may avoid misunderstandings.
For instance the word 'church’ will be used in the sense
in which your dictionary defines it. Webster says: CHURCH:
From the Greek word ‘kyriaken,’ the Lord’s house, 1. A
building for public worship, esp. Christian worship. 2.
Church service; divine worship. 3. The organization of
Christianity, as a nation; esp., eccclesiastical power or
government. 4. The clerical profession. 5. The collective
body of Christians. 6. A body of Christian believers having
the same creed, rites, etc.; a denomination; as the Pres-
byterian Church. 7. Any body of worshippers; a religious
society.

Some will protest our use of the dictionary meaning of
‘church’ since it is the sectarian concept and admittedly
not the bible meaning of the word. But I would point out
that there should be no such thing as a bible meaning
which is different from that of the same word found in
our dictionary. If words are used in the translation in any
other sense than that found in our standard English dic-

(Continued on page eight)
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Revising Our Questions

WHO IS RIGHT RELIGIOUSLY?

This is a frequent line of inquiry. It has been productive
of great controversy. The very implication leads away
from personal considerations to contemplation of groups
and movements. We will not deny that there is a ligitimate
concern assccviated with the question as we here state
it...but we do believe that there is at least one question
that ought to come before it and possibly two. The question
of WHAT IS RIGHT RELIGIOUSLY? is mcre basic and
can be studied with fewer personal involvements, Jesus
focused the light in the right place when he observed:
“And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil. For everyone that doeth evil hateth
the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds be re-
proved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that
his deeds may be manifest, that they are wrought in Ged”
(John 3:18-21). When a man is personally concerned with
being right with Ged he brings his life and heart into the
searching light of God’'s truth and views with concern
what he sees. The question of such man is simply to know
what is right in order that he may conform to God's will.
A man who is honestly concerned with WHAT IS RIGHT?
will make himself right as he is blessed to know the truth,
When that has been taken care of one might finally get
around to discussing our opening question. Too often the
question is heatedly argued by men who themselves are
making no serious effort to learn the will of God. The
question of WHO IS RIGHT? will largely be taken care of
by revising it to WHAT IS RIGHT? and then seeking the
answers from the scriptures. Most certainly, cnly THEY
are right who do the will of God (Matt. 7:21). Men may
gain satisfaction for the position of their group in argu-
ments addressed to prejudice and pride and without the
slightest regard for the scriptures. “Rightness” is too
often upheld by mere appeals to fleshly matters... “right-
ness’’ of the group that is. But no man is seen to be
right except as he conforms to the divine standard of
right. If we take care of the individual we will have dealt
with the party...but we may deal with the party and
never touch the person. Alas, how often this is seen
in men’s approach to the problem. We have decided in
favor of the party....have even changed parties, but
have never changed in our relationship to God and atti-
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tude toward truth. The local “church of Christ” is that
only as the members themselves constitute it so. To the
contrary, it has unfortunately been contemplated as the
“RIGHT” scrt of party into which, if one will come, he
too will be right. Hence, we have witnessed the sad
spectacle of wrong men coming into a “right” party in
order to be right. They are one on the argument of the
“right party” rather than the right life. No man can be
right and be in a wrong party. But a man can be wrong
and at the same time be in the right kind of local con-
gregation. Enough wrong men in a right church will
have the effect, not of making the men right, but of
making the congregation wrong. It is the old story of
keeping the ship in the sea but the sea out of the ship.
May we have the grace to fashion our interest in inquiry
into the intensely personal veins of thought...thoughts
that concern WHAT IS RIGHT? and then have the courage
to live by those truths learned. There is no problem
associsted with religion that this will nct take care of.

ARE THEY FEW THAT BE SAVED?

In Luke 13:22-24 we have this recorded: “And he went
through the villages, teaching, and journing toward Jer-
usalem. Then said one unto him, Lord, are they few that
be saved? And he said unto them, Strive to enter in at
the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to
enter in, and shall not be able.” The question of whether
few or many will be saved is not peculiar to the time
when our Lord moved upon the earth. Men have been
asking it in every age. We have heard it, in one fcrm or

(Continued on page thirteen)

What Others Are Saying

“I cont'nue to enjoy read:ng the Preceptor and believe
that two issues per month would be even better.”
Bobby McClenny, Lindale, Texas

“Let me say that the magazine is well received and I
commend you brethren for a wonderful work.”
James Sanders, La Port, Indiana

“I appreciate immeasurably the high quality of the articles
in the Preceptor, and am so glad that you are now pub-
lishing twice a month—may it be a weekly soon .

C. A. Cornelius, Tulsa, Oklahoma

“I thoroughly enjoy the Preceptor, having subscribed for
years, and often times encourage others to do likewise.
May God bless you in this effort.”

Conway Skinner, Beaufort, S. C.

“Please accept my thanks for the consistently good
teaching in the Preceptor.”

Don Bassett, Florida

“Thank you very much for an excellent publication. It is
most valuable to me for study, inspiration, and as a window
to the church in America.” Robert Nichols Osaka, Japan.

“I do enjoy your paper; and I think that you are doing
a good job with it.” Wichita Falls, Texas

%1 have received the Preceptor for sometime and I con-
tinue to enjoy it. I would like to see it become a twice-
a-month paper if you see fit to do so.” Lavinia, Tenn.
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The Passing Scene
In Religion

Joe Neil Clayton

The Life Magazine of November 5, 1965 reports the
death of Paul Tillich, German-born theologian, whose
work in Union Theolcgical Seminary and Harvard Divinity
School has influenced a whole generation of modern de-
nominational preachers. He was a contemporary of Albert
Einstein, and is credited with being his peer as a thinker.

The interesting thing about the article in Life is that
several of Tillich’s ideas about religion are revealed and
applauded. At first it says that Tillich has been called
the ‘“apostle to the skeptics.” This title has been awarded
to him because of his ability, evidently, to persuade
divinity students with ‘skeptic” notions to ‘“feel at home
in the church, with all their doubts.” The method of per-
suasion was not so much a matter of making them over
into semi-believers, but to encourage ‘their interest in
modern secular ideas and events; real life....” In other
words, he was incapable c¢f combating skepticism, only
turning the skeptic to try to be active as a moral “secu-
larist.”

The main of his religious philosophy was rooted in the
Existentialism of Kierkegaard, the German ‘pessimist-
theolczian.” The Life article explains that this was “not
the gcdless variety associated with Jean-Paul Sartre” of
France, but it seems strange that atheists and theologians
could embrace the same type of philosophy and both
see in it the answer to their dcubts.

If Tillich’s definition of salvation (“the courage to be”)
is the same soluticn to the problem of life that is held
by Sartre and his cohorts, why should anyone conclude that
the ‘‘godless variety” is worse than that of Tillich. In order
to hold this philosophy, Tillich had to divorce men from the
biblical concept of God.

Life says, “In the course c¢f exploring Being and the
dreadful alternative of non-being, which is the source of
human fear, Tillich arrived at his definition of God as the
power of being, the ‘ground’ ¢f all being. It was the only
attribute he was willing to ascribe to God. All other attri-
butes, including His role in the Bible, he regarded as
symbols, man-made partial insights which were valuable
but in need of constant reinterpretation.” In simply
words, Tillich did not respect the Bible as the inspired
revealing of God. He therefore sought to impress his
generation, through the use ¢f human reason, with his own
interpretation. The question could be raised by the dis-
interested party, “Why should one be forced to reject

(Continued on page fourteen)
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“The Cart Before
The Horse”

Truman Smith

There has been for quite some time now the idea that
we need to get out and start some congregations. Brethren
usually reascn this way, ‘“Well, there needs to be a good
sound congregation in that city.”

Brethren, I am not against starting churchess. That 1s
not the point. But, have you stopped to think about the
many churches that the apostle Paul had a part in es-
tablishing? We dc¢ not read of Paul, in any of these in-
stances, ever saying that he was going into a certain city
to “start a church.” However, it is interesting to note that
his preaching in certain places resulted in establishing
congregations. It is nowhere said that his purpose was to
“start a ccngregation” anywhere.

I sincerely believe that many of our fine -capable
brethren are ‘putting the cart before the horse.” They
are going into areas for the sole purpose of ‘starting
congregations.” I am persuaded that the emphasis is on
the wrong thing. It is God that gives the increase (1 Cor.
3:6). Preaching the gcspel is the only responsibility that
the evangelist has! We hear a great deal said about
‘“getting results,” or ‘‘causing responses.” Let it ever be
remembered that it is not the preacher’s responsibility to
“get results.” If he faithfully preaches the word, as did
Paul, God will give the increase. Could this wrong em-
phasis be partly responsible fecr some thinking that we
need a social gospel today to ‘‘draw crowds”? We like to
see “results” and if we don’t see any ‘results,” we some-
times think that we will just have to make some!

This writer can remember when members ¢f the church
had faith in the preached word. Why is it that we seldom
hear this passage quoted: ‘“For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than
your thoughts. For as the rain cometh down and the snow
from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the
earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may
give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall
my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
I sent it” (Isa. 55:8-11). I believe that it is time that we
renew our faith in God and His word.

Continued on page fifteen)
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Robert H. Bunting, Box 97, Lafay-
ette, New Jersey. The church in New-
ton, New Jersey had a meeting in
Oct. Harold Dowdy and Gene Dortch
did the preaching. There were 4 bap-
tisms and 4 restorations. We welcome
any members moving up this way. We
are now meeting in the Enterprise
Grange Hall on Nelson Street in New-
ton. The church now numbers 16 mem-
bers. The church is listed in the yellow
pages of the telephone director.

Robert Jackson, 1530 Riverside Dr.,
Nashville, Tenn. Seven have been iden-
tified here in recent weeks and 10 re-
stored. My meeting with the Jordan
Park church in Huntsville, Ala. re-
sulted in four being restored. Brother
Arvid McGuire is the faithful evangelist
and is doing an excellent job. It was
a Joy to be in his home during this
meeting.

W. E. Coffman, 3326 South Wheeling
Ave, Tulsa, Okla. One was baptized
here at Southside in Tulsa in Sept.

W. C. Sawyer, 1224 Ashland, Ave.,
Louisville, Ky. One was identified here
at South End in Oct. Bro. Wilsford
(Claude) is known by many in this
area. He is scheduled to move from
Pensacola, Florida this week to work
with the Silver Street congregation in
New Albany, Indiana, We welcome him
to this area.

Leslie Diestelkamp, Galena Blvd. and
Edgelawn Dr. Aurora, Illinois. Having
held a gospel meeting in West Bend,
Wisconsin in October, bro. Diestelkamp
says, “I had thought of the West Bend
church as a weak one. In this I was
mistaken. They are few in number, but
strong in spirit and devoted to the
Lord. In fact, after preaching in more
than fifty meetings in the last four
years, I must admit that I have found
none more firm or more dedicated to
Christ. One was baptized during the
effort at West Bend. Several others
heard the Word that may yet obey. We
were much encouraged by cooperation
from other congregations in that area.
Brethren came from Kenosha, Racine,
Southside in Wilwaukee, Mid-west in
Milwaukee, West Allis, Waukesha, Green
Bay and Sheboygan Falls (all in Wis-
consin) and from Zion and Crestwood
in Illinois. West Allis and Sheboygan
Falls were especially faithful in sup-
porting the teeting with their pre-
sence.”

Roger M. Hendricks, 308 Flordia Ave.,
Mt. Pleasant, Tenn. Brother Hendricks
conducted Fall meetings at Front St.
church in Poteau, Okla.; Northside
church in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.; Moore-
sville Pike church in Columbia.” He
moderated for Jimmy Thomas in a de-
bate in Columbia.

J. D. Tant, 2394 Wesley Chapel, De-
catur, Ga. Four have been identified at
Snapfinger Road church recently. Much
activity is taking place in Atlanta,
Hugh Davis preached in a Sept. meet-
ing at Southwest church. A number
identified themselves with the church
during the meeting. Jere Frost held an
October meeting for Snapfinger Road,
Yater Tant held an Oct. meeting for
the Glenwood Hills church and the
Northeast church 1is progressing to-
ward plans for a new building possibly
by the first of the year(1966).

Andy deKlerk, Port Elizabeth, South
Africa. “The work among the colored
folks is doing nicely. Two families (15
in number) have now come out of
error to take a stand for Truth. Re-
cently on a Wednesday evening about
nine o’'clock, several Christians gather-
ed in my garage, where the baptistry
is kept, to witness the birth of two
more souls into the family of our Lord.”

Robert Crawley, 2522 Southview Dr.,
Lexington, Ky. Fall meetings were held
in Harrodsburg, Ky., Bob Crawley; Le-
banon, Ky., Kelly Ellis; Frankfort, Ky.,
Wright St. church, Bobby Witherington.

S. Leonard Tyler, 2204 W. 40th, Pine
Bluff, Ark. A Lectureship at 6th Ave.
church in Pine Bluff in November had
the following men on it: Leon Goff,
Camden, Ark.; Frank Puckett, Dyser-
burg, Tenn.; Granville Tyler, Decatur,
Ala.; Robert Jackson, Nashville, Tenn.;
Charles Bland, Houston, Miss.; Eugene
Britnell. “The meeting at Bald Knob
was a good one. We baptized one man
and three returned to their first love.”

Jimmy Tuten, 3800 Blaine Ave, St.
Louis 10, Mo. Five have been identified
here at Spring and Blaine and one
baptized in Oct. and Nov,

Harold Fite, 1025 Merritt St., Fort
Worth, Texas. This congregation was
in a gospel meeting Nov. 22 with Paul
Foutz of Houston, Texas doing the
preaching. Bro. Foutz is not a stranger
to this church, having formerly labored
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with us. This will be the second meet-
ing he has preached here since moving
from Fort Worth, Three have recently
identified themselves and one bap-
tized here at Castleberry.

James Rodgers, Box 2333, Freeport,
Texas. I have been away the past two
weeks in meetings. Week before last in
Baytown, Texas with the good brethren
of the East Side church. Last week I
preached a four night meeting Brady,
Texas, Next week I will be with the
brethren in Refugio for a week’'s meet-
ing (Oct. 25-Nov. 1) Bro. Rodgers re-
ports that two were recently baptized
North Freeport.

W. R Jones, P, O. Box 698 Lake
Jackson, Texas. I recently preached in
a fine meeting at Burnet, Texas, where
brother Robert Turner is the faithful
evangelist. I will be in a meeting at
Highlands, Texas, Oct. 11 through 17..
My good friend E mer Moore is the
preacher there and continues to do a
good work. We have just closed a fine
tmeeting. We are grateful to brother
Cavender of Pt. Arthur, Texas for the
good job he did in preaching the word.
One was baptized,

Robert A. Bolton, 126 West “E" St.,
Ontario. Calif. “After a very enjoyable
work with the Pleasant Run church
in Lancaster, Texas, on Sept. 12, 1965
I began my work with the good congre-
gation in Ontario, Calif. I anticipate a
very pleasant association with these
good brethren. One baptized last Lords
Day. All correspondents please note
my change of address,

Arthur W. Atkinson, 1354 Mt. View
Ave., San Bernardino, Calif. A number
of gospel meetings have been in pro-
gress here in the area of San Bernar-
dino. .. .Warren Chetham has been in
a November meeting in Lancaster; bro.
Atkinson has been in West Anaheim;
Edgar Dye has been at Garden Grove
and David Harkrider has been at Col-
ton.

Frank L. Smith, 525 Roebuck Drive,
Birmingham, Ala. We enjoyed a good
meeting at W. Bradenton church re-
cently with good attendance and in-
terest throughout. Two were baptized,
one was above 75 years, the mother-in-
law of an elder, and the other was
above 65, the father of a deacon.

Maurice Barnett, 1606 W. Indian
School Road, Phoenix, Arizona. We
have just concluded an excellent meet-
ing here at West Side in Phoenix. Bro.
Wilson Coon did an outstanding work
on his part. The meeting was the best
in both attendance and interest of any
in a long time. One adult was baptized,
the saints were edifyled, and many
new contacts were made..

Willlam Wallace, 860 S. Belmont Ave.,
Indianapolis, Indiana. One was bap-
tized and one restored and identified
here at Belmont in Oct. and Nov.
Charles M. Campbell held a November
meeting at Courtland Ave, in Kokomo



and Gary Ruddell held a meeting at
West Washington St.

Oaks Gowen, 2121 Blanding Blvd,,
Jacksonville, Florida. The meeting with
the Peabody Avenue congregation in
Memphis, Tenn. was an enjoyable one.
One was baptized during the meeting.
One has been baptized at Lake Shore
Drive in October.

John Bullock, 108 Cedar, Dumas,
Texas. After a very pleasant and pro-
fitable work with the church in Allen,
Texas, I began with the church meet-
ing at 6th and Merideth in Dumas.
Bro. S. L. Edwards of Sinton, Texas
did the preaching in a recent meeting
here, and we are happy to report that
five were baptizedq and one restored
during this gospel effort. We antici-
pate a good work with these brethren.
Come by when in the Northern Plains
area.

Leroy Ensey, 3501 30th Street, Port
Arthur, Texas. Bro. Jack Kirby from
Brownwood held an October meeting
here at Pear Ridge. Interest and at-
tendance was good. Five came forward
confessing public sin which brought
the October total of those responding
to the invitation to seven.

Roy S. Fudge, 210 East Barstow Ave.,
Clovis, Calif. A meeting begins here on
January 17th with Bud Irvine from
Odessa, Texas doing the preaching.

Bill Wallace, 860 South Belmont

Christian this or that ...

“Thy Speech Betrayeth Thee”
Matt. 26:73 - Judges 12:6 - Neh. 3:23

My Church - Our Church. . Matt. 16:18

Join the Church ....... Acts 2:47 Matt. 12:36
| SPEAKING Reverend . ........... Ps, 119:11
: SOUND Pastor.............. Eph. 4:11 2 Tim. 1:13
: WORDS Father - Doctor ....... Matt. 23:8
| Tit. 2:1 Get Religion.......... Jas. 1:27
| Church of Christer . . ... Acts 11:26
|
|
|
|

PHIL. 3:8

Acts 11:26

|
|
|
1 Pet. 4:11
|
|

Ave., Indianapolis, Indiana 46221. Two
have been identified here at Belmont,
besides a couple of which one was
baptized and the other restored and
identified.

James E. Gunn, 1079 Sarne Road, Eau
Gallie, Fla. Last Sunday we had one to
be baptized and two restored to their
first love. The work here continues to
improve in all areas.

Grover Stevens, 1320 Gardiner Lane
Louisville Ky. 40213. Two were bap-
tized and ten restored in our gospel
meeting which close d last Sunday
evening. Brother Claypool did an out-
standing job in the preaching. Interest
was high and attendance was very good
throughout the meeting. Our next
meeting begins Jan. 10th, The church
in Beaver had a Dec. lectureship on
“The Home” with B. G. Hope; bro.
Dancer; Bobby Witherington; W. C.
Sawyer, Grover Stevens; Donald Mos-
by; George Pennock; James Jones;
James Needham and Norman Fultz
speaking.

Arnold Hardin, 1333 Judiway, Hous-
ton, Texas. Four have been identified
here at Oak Forest since last report.
This brings the total number of re-
sponses for 1965 to the same number as
the year before, 77. Ten were baptisms.
Many attendance records were set. The
highest for Bible study was 162. The
record for the worship hour was 227,

W. Eural Bingham, 1706 Shiloh Rd.,
T—C )

Corinth, Miss. A nucleus for a sound
church has just been forced to come
out of the church in Clearfield, Utah.
This is in the Ogden and Hill Air
Force Base vicinity. This new group
consists presently of four or five fam-
ilies and contains good, sincere, in-
formed, and =zealous people who are
willing to work for the cause of Christ
in its purity. So far as I know or they
know, they are the only group in the
state of Utah standing for the truth
against institutionalism and social gos-
pel trends of the day. Their immediate
problem is a place to meet. A meeting
place is hard to come by, and financing
of any kind is Just about impossible
due to Mormon control there. They
have located a desirable piece of pro-
perty (a building vacated by a denom-
inational group, on a good, large lot)
which could be purchased if financing
could be arranged, involving $20,000 or
less. If any reader is able and willing
to assist them in this or can direct
them to where such help can be had,
it would be a great service in a strate-
gic and needy area for the Lord’s
kingdom. I was in Clearfield for a
meeting in August, 1964 and know the
situation and commend this new group
highly as being worthy of any assist-
ance that can be given. Those having
friends or relatives stationed at Hill
Air Force Base or in the vicinity of
Ogden and to the south, tell them of
this new church, Contact Troy
Hestand, 2544 N. 475 W. Sunset, Utah
84015. The End



The Seguent Arrangement .. ... (Continued from page one)
reigning Son ¢f David, to rule over his kingdom, or church,
which he had said he would build or establish (Matthew
16:18-19).

These books were written to produce belief in him as
the Son of God, that we might have life through his name
(John 20:30-31). Though the apostle John said this of the
book he wrote, it may with equal propriety be applied to
the four gospels taken together. (To be continued)
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Editorial, Jesus Wept (Continued from page two)

for the hours spent in their home that will never be quite
the same again. Tears were shed for her mother, her
son, her sister — but most of all for her husband, with
whom I have worked closely for seven years. How he
must feel the weight of that loss, for with the passing
years, Luther and Anne were drawn closer and closer
to each other — and that's as it should be. Though I was
just a “kid” when I first met them, and they were al-
ready among the best known, and most highly respected
in the church, they treated me as a friend — Luther and
Anne never looked “down’” at anyone.

When Sister Roberts knew her illness was terminal,
she carefully planned to the last. At her request, Brother
Jim Rury preached the funeral. How wise her choice.
Though Bro. Rury has been very close to them for so
long, and must have suffered more grief than most of
those present, his words were the most appropriate I
have heard for such an occasion. For a little while he
wiped the tears from our eyes — he succeeded in making
us forget the sorrow of the moment by forcing us to
glimpse the hope of the glories God has promised to His
faithful. And so we rejoice with Sister Roberts in the hope
of her comfort; yet we weep with the family on their
loss — and the loss that we have all sustained in her
passing. The End
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tionary it is not English but Ecclesiasticism. When you
use them in that sense you lose your hearers in a cloud
of mystery, thereby creating further confusion. It is foolish
to try to change the dictionary. The sensible thing is to
recognize the mistranslations and correct them by sub-
stituting the correct word. For instance if ‘baptize’ means
‘immerse’ why use ‘baptism’ which means more than
‘immerse.’ Just call attention to the error by the translators
and substitute the word ‘immerse’ in all your conversa-
tion. This way we will never be misunderstood either by
our brethren or by outsiders.

Our dictionary says ‘church’ came from the Greek word
Kyriakon.” Now why would the sectarian scholars use a
word which originated from one Greek word to translate
another Greek word with an entirely different meaning?
In Matt. 16:18 the Lord did NOT say, ‘“Upon this rock
I will build my ‘kyriakon’ (Lord’s house)”; but rather,
“—my ‘ekklesia’.’”” This is the thing which has baffled the
eminent Dr. Hort and other sectarians of like stature, the

result of which has been the writing of many highly
technical books which have always ended with a question
mark. As Bro. Adams suggested, they have never been able
to ‘“lay at rest” this controversy. But this is not so sur-
prising when we realize that neither Dr. Hort nor his
peers can ‘lay at rest” the controversy about the steps
one must take in order to become a Christian, and for
the same good reasons. It is one thing to know the meaning
of words, but quite another to understand the message
conveyed by those words. It is common knowledge amonz
translators that one who understands the message clearly
is far better qualified to translate the message than one
who does not.

The truth of the matter is that Tyndale and the sectarian
translators who followed him had very little knowledge of
the meaning of the scriptures when their translations
were made. The great Tyndale himself, though a gaint
among men of his day in spiritual perception, found it
necessary to make numerous revisions during the nine
years between his first and. his last works, as he himself
studied the meaning of passages he had translated. It is
noteworthy that a great majority of our King James Ver-
sion is still worded just as Tyndale left it.

The thing we find so difficult to grasp, in this day of
spiritual enlightenment, is that only those of wealth and
religious prominence had access to even the simplest
teaching of the scriptures in Tyndale's time. As someone
said, “Everybody talked abcut it, but no one knew anything
about it.” Those who had access to the scriptures were
far more interested in the teaching of their Church than
in the teaching of the scriptures. In fact, it was unlawful
in England to attempt a translation of the scriptures at
this time. The climate for such a work did not exist there.

Tyndale pursued his work in Germany, hbwever, where
the reformation had made better headway. His work was
surprisingly accurate, but one thing was wrong. It was
too accurate for the climate. It contradicted the teaching
of the Church. He was apprehended shortly after his final
revision was completed and convicted of heresy. The charges
amounted to nothing more than a complaint that Tyndale
translated certain ecclesiastical terms by English words
which lacked ecclesiastical association. Thus he used ‘con-
gregation’ and not ‘church’; ‘elder’ and not ‘priest’; ‘re-
pentance’ and not ‘pennance’; ‘love’ and not ‘charity,’ etc.
He died by strangulation and burning in 1536, only two
years after completing his best work.

Needless to say, the translators of the Geneva Bible,
which appeared twenty-four years later, had ample reason
for using ‘church’ instead of ‘congregation,” and so it has
been in all translations since. It is plain to see, therefore,
that this word ‘church’ was forced on the translators by
fear for their lives. Instead of changing their religion to
fit the scriptures, the religionists of that day forced the
translators to change the scriptures to fit their religion.
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Strange as it may seem, during the days of the apostles
the Greek language did have a word which meant exactly
what our dictionary meaning of ‘church’ is today. It was
‘sunagoge,’ translated ‘synagcgue’ in our present transla-
tions. See Cruden’s Concordance page 653. If the Holy
Spirit meant to say what our translations say today, why
did he not use the word ‘sunagoge’ instead ¢f ‘ekklesia’?
This rejection of the religious word ‘sunagogue’ for the
common word ‘ekklesia’ is the best reascn we can think
of for rejecting ‘church’ today in favor of ‘assembly.’ It is
also the best proof we have that the Lord was NOT speak-
ing of a ‘church,’ such as we know today, when he used
the word ‘ekklesia.’

But let us look at this word from another angle. If the
word ‘church’ originally came from ‘kyriakon’ which meant
the Lord’s house, and if ‘church’ is a true translaticn of
‘ekklesia,” then ‘ekklesia’ and ‘kyriakon’ are synonyms.
But not so, one means ‘Lord’s house’ and the other means
‘assembly.” And, what do we do with ‘church’ which means
scmething else? It is no wonder Dr. Hort was baffled.

In Acts 7:38 we find, ‘“This is he that was in the ‘ek-
klesia’ in the wilderness with the angel which spake to
kim in the Mount Sinai,—.” Did this meeting of Moses
with the angel of God on Mt. Sinai constitute a ‘church’?
(If you will recall this was the occasion, after the golden
calf episcde, when Moses was called back into the mountain
the second time to receive the stones containing the ten
commandments.) Did this meeting in the Mount constitute
the 'Lord’'s house’? It certainly did not. It referred only
to a meeting’ — which word is also a synonym of ‘assembly,’
‘gathering,” or ‘group’ — between Moses and the angel.
“~-and with our fathers: who received the living oracles
(written on two tables of stone) to give unte¢ us.” Did
this gathering of the fathers with Moses to receive the
tables of stone, after his return from the mountain, con-
stitute a ‘church’? Did it constitute the 'Lord’s house’? No.
It was just another gathering. Now let us read this pas-
sage again substituting the word ‘meeting’ in place of ‘ek-
klesia.’” “This is he that was in the meeting in the wilder-
ness with the angel which spake to him in the Mount Sinai;
and with our fathers who received the lively oracles to
give unto us.” Here two meetings are mentioned, both of
which are referred to by the single word ‘ekklesia.’

Referring to the rictous mob in Acts 19:32 Luke says,
“Some therefore cried one thing and some another; for
the assembly (ekklesia) was confused; and the more part
knew not wherefcre they were come together.” Was Luke
saying the ‘Lord’s house’ was confused? Was he saying
the ‘church’ was confused? No one would argue this point-
not even the translators. The context here compelled them
to accurately translate this passage, although present day
English idiom would probably suggest ‘group’ or ‘whole
group’ instead of ‘assembly’ as used by the translatcrs.

In Acts 19:39 we read, “But if ye inquire anything con-
cerning other matters it shall be determined in a lawful
assembly (ekklseia). As in the previous passage the con-
text forbids the use of either ‘church’ or ‘Lord’s house’
in this passage. It referred only to a lawful assembly or
fact finding board perhaps not unlike our Grand Jury of
today.

The spread of the Gospel in the first century caused

many riots such as the one described in Acts 19, but no
other was described in such minute detail as this cne. The
Lord no doubt could foresee the confusion and distress
of His people in the twentieth century caused by faulty
translations made by honest—thcugh spiritually deficient—
scholars. In His deep concern, love, and unequaled ef-
ficiency would He not take an occasion such as this to
lend a helping hand to this generation—and perhaps this
alcne— by describing this event in such a way as to
definitely establish the meaning of this word ‘ekklesia’ as
He used it? What possible use could this account be to
other generations? We do not know. But we do kncw
that even with the aid of the account set forth here we are
still hard pressed to detach ourselves from the strong
tenacles of false christianity and its ecclesiastical con-
cepts. When we reach the limits of our capabilities the
Lord steps in. To use the language of the psalmist ‘Be-
hold” even in the twentieth century “thou art there.”

There are twc other kinds of gatherings mentioned in
the scriptures however which are not so easily distin-
guished from ‘church’ and the ‘Lord’s house.’ Not that this
could have any effect on the meaning of ‘ekklesia’ as
established by its usage in the above passages; but rather
its use in regard to the gatherings of the people of God,
adds overpowering proof to the fact that this word has no
special connotations whatever. It cannot be set aside
and dedicated to the use of one particular kind of gather-
ing such as our word ‘church’ or as the word ‘sunagogue’
was set aside to describe only the Jewish religious gather-
ings. The Lord has seen to that by giving us a detailed
account of this incident at Ephesus.

We are referring of course to the many places in the
scriptures where, as commanded by the writer of Hebrews
in Heb. 10:25 the Lord's people gathered themselves to-
gether for purposes plainly set fcrth in the scriptures;
and also the many places where the whole family of the
saved are said to be gathered spiritually in the body of
Christ, the one body spoken of in Eph. 1:22, 23. Inci-
dentally, do not let this passage disturb you which says
*..to the church, which is His body....” Both the word
‘church’ and the punctuation here are misleading. There
were no punctuations in the original text. This comma
was added by the translators to clarify what they thought
was the meaning of this passage. The average Christian
today is far more capable of judging the meaning of the
scripture than were the sectarian scholars. We are much
more enlightened than they were. In this case we suggest
the following as a correct rendering: ‘“...and gave him
to be head over all things to the group which is his body,
the fullness of him that filleth all in all.” Thus the in-
stitutional concept is lost and the individuals themselves
are brought t¢ light. Christ is not trying to save institu-
tions. Nor does he need the assistance of any institution
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in teaching and saving men. All He asks is that men teach
and be taught and that they believe and obey Him.

“Upon this rock I will build my church” is the reading
of Matt. 16:18 in the King James Version of our present
day translations. This was a simple statement made by our
Lord after hearing the impetuous Peter confess His name,
but the reading quoted above does not convey the picture
today that the Greek words conveyed to Peter on that
momentous occasion long ago. Peter received this picture:
“Upon this rock I will build my group of followers.”
Peter did not understand from this statement that Christ
intended to ‘establish’ a functional institution. He had
already settled that in Luke 17:20,21 when he said “The
kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Neither
shall they say, Lo here! or, Lo there for behold, the
Kingdom of God is within ycu.” And, the Lord did not
say ‘establish.’ He said ‘build,’ not in the sense of estab-
lish or construct, but as Webster puts it “2. To produce
gradually as the result of effort, system, etc.; as tc build
up a practice.” The Lord started building up his following
when the Gospel was first preached on Pentecost and will
continue to build it until Judgment. The statement *“The
church was established on the first Penteccst after the
the resurrection” is completely without foundation in the
scriptures. It is a statement born of a sectarian theological
concept, and has ne¢ place in true Christianity. The Lord
established nothing. He merely accepted the power and
the authority to assume the reins of government handed
him by the Father when He had fulfilled his mission as
a man on earth. This occured immediately upon his resur-
rection from the dead, and His reign was in force from
that time on even though the Gospel was not preached until
fifty days later to the Jews, and some ten years later to
the Gentiles.

Part 1l

In our first article on Brother Adams’ “Review’ we pre-
sented what we think is indisputable evidence or proof
that the Greek word ‘ekklesia,” as used by the Holy Spirit
in dictating the New Testament t¢ the various writers,
meant ‘assembly,’ ‘gathering,” or ‘group,” nothing more
and nothing less.

Since we have positively and conclusively established
the meaning of this word let us examine in detail the
passages referred to by Brother Adams which he thinks
prove that a local gathering of christians—the kind men-
ticned in Heb. 10:25—was indeed a functional organization
or church such as we have today. He describes it as those
“who have covenanted or agreed to associate themselves
in a fellowship for the purpcoses of social worship and
work in the Lord’s service; who meet regularly in a place
mutually agreed upon and provided by the group thus
associated for worship and the transaction of the Lord's
business; who have a common treasury supplied by the
Lord’s day contributions of the saints who compose the
fellowship (1 Cor. 16:1, 2) and out of which treasury the
care of needy saints, the edification of the saints, and the
preaching of the Gospel to the lost is provided for (Phil.
4:15, 16; 2 Cor. 11:8); and who, in a mature state select
from among their number devout men possessing the di-

vinely authorized qualifications in 1 Tim. 3 and Titus 1 to
serve as their overseers (bishops), elders (presbyters)
and pastors (shepherds) in the administration of all activi-
ties, properties, and moneys of the fellowship and in the
maintaining of the spiritual well-being of the constituents of
the flock or body.” He further says, “It is our contention
that this fellowship has entity and that it is organized,
hence in every legitimate sense of the expression is an
organic body or organization divinely authorized.” Thus
we have the creed of ultraconservativism.

First, let me say that at the time of his articles Brother
Adams did not believe—really believe—that the word
‘ekklesia’ during the time of Christ meant ‘assembly,’
nothing more and nothing less. This, of course, is the
line that separates us in our different concepts of true
Christianity. He is not altogether oppcosed to the use of
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‘assembly,’ ‘group,” or ‘gathering’; and thinks it fits quite
well in some passages, but in other passages none of them
fit his concept like ‘church’ dces. This is the standard
reaction of people we have observed for some time now
who are so ccnvinced of the truth of their old concepts
that they close their eyes and minds to fresh thoughts
and ideas. Brother Adams is so deeply convinced of the
truth of this creed that he dcesn’t even bother to offer
proof to any part of it except for the ‘operational fund’ or
‘church treasury.” He is positive that no one can make
even the slightest dent in an attack on this bulwark of
tradition, because no man has ever questioned it before.

Does the fact that nobody questions a thing prove it is
true? If someone did question it could you prove every
phrase and thought it -contains? Usually not, else proof
would be offered first! The lengthy description of ‘a local
church’ given by Brother Adams in the quote above is
the standard ultra-conservative view which ‘“nobody ques-
tions.” Much of it we accept as a proper description of a
local gathering of Christians as they were in the first
century, but not all.

For instance, we question his phrase ‘‘covenanted or
agreed to associate themselves—.” This may describe a
church in this century, but there is no proof that Christians
of the first century did this. Thev assembled themselves
because they were commanded to do so. It is ridiculous to
suggest that Christians must agree with one another before
they can obey a commmand of the Lord.

And where is the proof that this is an association “for
worship and the transaction of the Lord’s business”? Acts
20.7 says in part—‘“the disciples came together to break
bread.” Why did they come tcgether on the first day of
the week, Luke? ‘“To break bread.” If this is all Brother
Adams means by “worship and the transaction of the Lord’s
business” then this is his proof. If he means something
else, then where is the procf? Of course he DOES mean
something else, and of course there IS NO proof.

“—Who have a common treasury.” Here he gives 1 Cor.
16:1, 2 as references! We do not agree that this passage
has reference to a permanent operating fund such as
churchas have today and which we unscripturally refer to
as the ‘“church treasury” or the ‘Lord’s money.” There
is no evidence of either in the Christian assemblies of the
first century. This passage referred to a special collecticn
for a specific need which “the disciples, every one accord-
ing to his ability, determined to send” to the brethren in
Judea (Acts 11:29). It represented cooperative individual
action but not ‘church action.’ It is quite true that as a
result of coming together expenses are incurred which
must be met in an honcrable and businesslike way. How
this is done is entirely a matter of expediency, even to
having a regular weekly contribution, but this could not
be classed as a general working fund. It represents funds
given for a particular purpose which must be used for that
purpose only, if one wishes to avoid the sin of misappro-
priation of funds.

But of course James will fall back on the old misleading
cry, '“But the church is the people, and the people are
the church.” This is not true. A church is made up of
people, but as he himself has said ‘this fellowship has
entity.” It is more than just a group of Christians. An

entity has an official membership. A grcup has not. Mem-
bers who make up a church are not the church just as
members who make up a club are not the club. A church
is nothing more than a religious club. This is not meant
to be disrespectful tc¢ anyone. We are merely trying to
to point out truth and reality without prejudice. Check
your dictionary for the meaning of ‘assembly’ and compare
it with the meaning cf ‘church.

Please keep in mind that Brother Adams is trying to
prove that Christians of the first century were taught to
organize themselves into functional organizations such as
churches tcday. This we deny. We contend that no such
organizations existed during the days of the apostles and
that the assemblies or gatherings of that day were simple
gatherings the primary purpose of which was to observe
the Lcrd’s Supper. Other things of course were done in
these assemblies as a direct result of the brotherly char-
acter of those who assembled; such as preaching, praying,
teaching, singing and worshipping. These were not com-
manded however, and it was left to the discretion of the
Christians themselves whether these things were done
at every meeting and to what extent.

The next passage Brother Adams gives to support his
concept as pertaining to the ‘church treasury’ is Phil. 4:15,
16. “Now ye Philippians know also that in the beginning
of the Gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no ‘ek-
klesia’ communicated with me as concerning giving and
receiving, but ye only. For even in Thessalonica ye sent
once and again to my necesssity.” Is Brother Adams saying
that a group of Christians cannot send money to a preacher
unless they are organized into some sort of a functional
entity? We have already seen in Acts 11:29 this is exactly
what ‘““every one according to his ability” did concerning
the need saints in Judea. Could they not do the same
here? It is amazing how this sectarian word ‘church’ has
become so imbedded in our minds we find it almost im-
pessible to think and talk without being affected by its
influence. In this case also James is trying to establish his
point by offering as proof his own concept of the thing
he wants to prove.

Then what about 2 Cor. 11:8? “I rcbbed other churches
taking wages of them to do you service,” as the translations
render this passage. What is Paul saying here? The word
‘wages’ in this passage offers support to Brother Adams’
institutional concept of ‘ekklesia,’ as though Paul was
under the oversight of these other churches while work-
ing with those at Corinth. But when we look at the Greek
word ‘opsonion’ we find its meaning to be ‘support’ or
‘provisions’ rather than ‘compensaticn’ or ‘wages.’ A cor-
rect translation then, with respect to these two words ‘ek-
klesia’ and ‘opsonion,” would be ‘‘I robbed other groups
taking support of them to do you service.” James must
look elsewhere for proof that preachers were ‘‘hired by
churches” in those days, or that Christian gatherings
had ‘operational funds.’
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And tell me, how can an assembly or gathering be in
a “mature state”’? Evidently he means that there were some
mature Christian men who met the qualifications and who
were selected, or recognized, as elders among them. This
could open a long discussion about the duties, position,
and responsibilities of these godly men, which we do not
have the space nor the inclination to discuss under pre-
sent circumstances. Perhaps we can do so later in a climate
which is more in keeping with the spirit of Christian
love and fellowship. We will say however that the mere
recognition, or even the appointment, of qualified Chris-
tian elders in a congregation of Christians does not make
that group a functional organization or entity.

Brother Adams’ last few arguments are of the ‘last
straw” type. First, he makes a blanket declaration that
“In every place where the plural of ‘ekklesia’ is used and
translated in our versions ‘churches’ it is unquestionably
used in this sense (institutional).” Where does he get the
idea that ycu cannot have ‘assemblies,’ ‘gatherings,’ ‘groups,’
‘congregations,’ ‘meetings,’ ‘courts,’ ‘riots,’ ‘mobs’ or what
have you? It would be a reflection on the intelligence
of our readers to even discuss this argument.

And then he makes another grasp at the same ‘straw.’
He says, “John wrote letters to ‘the seven churches which
are in Asia.” (Rev. 1:11) Did John write letters to the
seven ‘gatherings’ which were in Asia? If so the people
thus gathered would have had to remain assembled until
the letters were written and delivered....,” etc. This is
a play on words by Brother Adams who is desperately
trying to cloud the issue. It seems that he is so institution-
ally minded that when he thinks of a ‘group of people’
he thinks of the ‘group’ as though the pecple were of
little or no importance. When you stand before an audience,
James, do you see a GROUP of pecple, or do you see a
group of PEOPLE? John was not writing to GROUPS.
Nor was he writing to GROUPS of PEOPLE. He was writing
to PEOPLE.

But let’s put it another way. You are Sales Manager
for a large firm who has a group of salesmen working in
each of seven large cities. You instruct the men in each
of these cities to come together, in a place of their own
selection every Saturday at 10:00 A.M., to compare notes,
advise with each other on sales problems and accounts,
and to receive further instructions from you from time to
time. Could you not write your instructions out and mail
them to each group on a Thursday before they meet on
Saturday without becoming confused? I could. The point
is you are dealing with PEOPLE, not GROUPS. This is a
simple illustration, but it is no more simple than God’s
instructions pertaining to a gathering of the Lord's
people.

But Brother Adams has one more point to make. He
says we are opposed to group action. No. We are NOT
opposed to group action. In fact Paul and his company was
a perfect example of group action. But this still does not
prove that the physical assembly mentioned in Heb. 10:25
is a functional entity or church which does its work with
money.

We would like to apologize to our readers for the
rather rugged climate in which this discussion was pur-
sued, In Brother Adams’ behalf we would point out that

he feels a deep responsibility for the stability of ultra-
conservatism. And, being solidly convinced of the sound-
ness of his position, especially in regard to ‘elders,” he
attacks his opposition with every means at his command.
But, as the apostle said, it is a small thing that we judge
each other. “The Lord judgeth.”

The articles which started this discussion have been put
in tract form and may be obtained free of charge by
mailing a self-addressed stamped envelope to Sentinel of
Truth, Box 1486, Jasper, Texas. The End
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Revising Our Questions (Continued from page four)

another, many, many times. Most generally, when some
lesson has been taught that particularly stresses the im-
portance and place of doctrinal or moral purity, some
person, who is well aware that many people do not conform
to the standard, will invaribly ask: ‘“‘Are they few that be
saved?”, or they may put it in the form of an observation:
“You think you are the only ones that are right!” This
sort of thing is brimming with prejudice and needs the
utmost grace we can command to deal properly with it.
Who can doubt that our Lord, by going to the very heart
of the matter has nct dealt with this sort of thing exactly
as it should be dealt with? You will observe that our
Lord neither answered that few or many would be saved
(at least not in this immediate connection) but instead
focused the question on the heart of all who heard him.
And what was the manner in which this point was handled?
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Well, the Lord took it cut of the realm of the impersonal
(“THEY”) and made it very personal by commanding
“YOU (understood) enter in by the strait gate.” You
cannot be more personal than that. It is not nearly so
important what others do as what you do...not whether
others will make it or not but whether you will make it.
Again, we like to get out in the realm of masses and
parties and loose ourselves in the obscurity of generalities.
Like the first question we discussed, we enjoy getting
into our religious practices and conclusions on the basis
of the crowd, etc., rather than by our own personal con-
victions. And yet, judgment will be personal with us all.
For that we must always remember to make every con-
sideration first personal. You will most certainly agree
that one of the difficulties attending teaching the gospel
of Jesus Christ is that of the auditor making the application
to other than himself. He will not believe that he must be
baptized because that would condemn his grandfather. He
cannot believe there is one faith because he has friends
that are involved in many, One will not believe the truth
about divorce and re-marriage because it condemns so
many people he knows. And so it goes. It is much easies
to prejudice an audiencce against truth by appealing to
consequences than it is to deal with the truth as God
taught it,

It may very well be, that if we give serious thought to
the questions that must be dealt with in relgiion with a
view to revising them and making clear what is most
important, we will gain souls to Christ... including our
own, The End
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The Passing Scene (Continued from page five)

Moses, in order to accept Tillich? Are they not both men?”
Indeed, why accept either, if they are both men. On such
a basis as this, each man is entitled to his own interpreta-
tion of God, and anyone who accepts another man's in-
terpretaticn merely shows that he is not ingenious enough
to develop his own interpretation of religion.

The confusion that would result from such a futile
situation would mean catastrophe to established religion,
and we can see the beginning fruits of this calamity in
the impotent denominations of today. No, it can only be on
the basis of inspired revelation that we can find unity
and meaning in religion. Man’s hopeless state is only
cured by a consistent and systematic application of this
revelation to his need. Paul, the Apostle says, “But thanks
be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became
obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which
you were committed, and having been freed from sin, you
became slaves of righteousness” (Rom. 6:17-18). That *“form
of teaching” is elsewhere shown to be inviolable, for Paul
pronounces an ‘‘anathema” on the man who is *“preaching
to you a gospel contrary to that which you received...”
(Gal. 1:9).

In the light of this biblical principle, we find it im-
possible to accept the idea, advanced by Tillich, that the
Bible only contains “man-made partial insights.” How
could one accept testimony of men as “insights,” when
they made such fantastic claims concerning God? If the

claims are false, then the men are false teachers. Who
could trust such men?

Tillich’s accomplishments must therefore be consigned
to the scrapheap of mistaken human endeavors. The re-
sults of his philosophy is the destruction of conviction and
faith as a basis for morality. For his campaign against
faith in a God of revelation, he will, without doubt, suffer
the punishment shared by all such destructive men. He
must be considered as having spent his life as the ‘“‘Athen-
ians,” in no pursuit other than ‘telling or hearing some-
thing new” (Acts 17:21).

Life tells us that Tillich spent his last evening on earth
“arguing in Chicago with Professor T. J. J. Altizer of
Emory University, a leader of the young group of theolo-
gians called ‘Godless Christians.” They believe that God is
as dead as Nietzsche declared and should be ignored for
the time being, meanwhile centering their studies on the
teaching of Jesus. Godlessness was alien to Tillich’s thought
and he opposed the new movement, but he was enormously
excited by the argument and happy to be in touch with
theologians as radical as he had been. Altizer assured
Tillich that he, (Tillich), more than any other modern
theologian, had ‘opened the confrontation with the real
world. You fathered us, here we are.’ Tillich became so
excited that his wife took him home;—That night he died.”

So ended the life of a man who ‘fathered,” in a philo-
sophical sense, men who want to be “Godless Christians.”
He has ‘“sown the wind, and he shall reap the whirl-
wind.” The End
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LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA
Church of Christ

1510 Highway 14

Bible Study 10:00 AM.
Morning Worship 10:45 A M.
Evening Worship 7:00 P.M,
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 P.M.

FAIR LAWN, NEW JERSEY
Church of Christ

Plaza Road and Marlot Avenue

(The building is located 9 miles West
of the George Washington Bridge.)

Fair Lawn, N. J., 796-4497

BEAUMONT, TEXAS
Church of Christ

HOUSTON, TEXAS
Church of Christ in Northshore

13510 Rochester

Bible Study ................ 10:00 AM.
Morning Worship .......... 10:50 AM.
Evening Worship .......... 6:00 PM.
Wednesday Bible Study .... 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Charles E. Beaty

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

Church of Christ
1226 Highland Blvd.

Bible Study ................ 9:45 AM
Morning Worship .......... 10:40 AM
Evening Worship .......... 6:00 P.M
Midweek ................... 7:30 PM

Evangelists:
Stanley J. Lovett — W, L. Wharton

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

Woodlawn Hills church of Christ
1742 Bandera Road

Bible Study ................ 10:00 AM
Morning Worship .......... 10:50 AM
Evening Worship ........... 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday Bible Study .... 7:30 P.M

Dan S. Shipley, preacher

VIDOR, TEXAS

North Main church of Christ
1460 North Main (Hwy 105 North)

Bible Classes .............. 10:00 AM
Morning Worship ......... 11:00 AM
Evening Worship .......... 6:00 PM.
Wednesday Bible Classes .. T7:30 PM,

Jack Thompson, preacher

720 Major Drive

Bible Study 9:45 AM,
Morning Worship 10:45 A M.
Evening Worship 7:00 P.M.
Midweek 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Danny Brown
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The Cart Before The Horse... (Continued from page five)

It is common today for my brethren to decide that a
certain city needs to have a faithful church in it, so they
make arrangements to go in and ‘‘start a congregation.”
What do the usually d¢? They usually start by calling
on all of the sore heads and disgruntled members of lib-
eral churches in the city and this forms the nucleus of a
new and “sound”(?) congregation. In many cases, such
members have had trouble everywhere they have had
membership and have not tried to get matters settled
scripturally with the brethren, and feel that they can
“get it back on ’em’” by helping “start another ccongre-
gation.” As a result of this, the new congregation begins
with a bunch of dead beats, sore heads, and trouble makers,
people who are not converted to the Christ to begin with.
These will “like the preacher” just as long as he stays-
after the liberal churches and never says anything against
the ungodly lives that the members lead. Most of this
problem is because some brethren put “the cart before
the horse” in their plans!

Let me stress again, I am not against starting con-
gregations. I am happy to see brethren who love the Lord
and His precious cause gcing out and starting congre-
gations as the result of the preached word. Faithful
churches will result from faithfully preaching the gospel.
It is much better to see preachers doing this than pro-
moting human institutionalism. But I d¢ firmly believe
that many of us have been far too anxious to receive into
our number those that hinder the scriptural progress of

local churches. It is nauseating to me to see so-called
Cpee

“sound” churches afflicted in this way! We would do
better by concentrating cur efforts upon converting the
alien sinner to Christ, rather than trying to remake those
who are already members of the church. People need to
be converted to Christ! Preaching the gospel will accom-
plish this.

We should keep reminding ourselves of these words:
“For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom
knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preach-
ing to save them that believe” (1 Cor. 1:21). The End
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WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING

“I like the new appearance of The Preceptor. The added
information about each writer is especially good. I also ap-
prciate the good articles by brother James W. Adams on the
Hall articles. They are very good and are needed very much.”

—Walton Weaver, Conway, Arkansas.

“I am glad to have the opportunity to send in these
subscriptions and hope they all will continue to take the
Preceptor. It is a good paper and I enjoy it.” Hobbs, N. M.

“Enjoy your paper very much..” Louis Sharp, Little Rock

“I want to subscribe to your publication, The Preceptor.
I understand that it is a good work and comes highly re-
commended.” Griffith Indiana -
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The Sequent Arrangement
Of The Bible

(Continued from last month)

Following the four biographical books of the New Testa-
ment comes the book of Acts of apostles, as they went
out under the great commission of Christ to preach the
gospel and save the world.

This book. though called Acts (deeds) of apostles, does
not contain all the deeds of any of the apostles, much less,
all the deeds of all the apostles. But it does contain as
many of the deeds of some of the apostles, along with
some others of note among the early saints, as God deemed
necessary to record, in order to accomplish the purpose
for which the book was written.

The book of Acts contains, logically speaking, exactly
what those who are made to believe in Christ through
reading the biography of his life contained in the Gospels,
the first four books of the New Testament (John 20:30-31),
as was said in the last article, would want most to kncw.
That is, what to do that they might be saved from sin
through the name of Christ.

This question literally is asked and answered three
times in the course of the narratives of this book, and in
addition to this, there are in the book of Acts eight con-
crete examples of conversion, i.e. cbedience unto salvation
on the part of sinners.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
A. Hugh Clark — Evangelist for the Parker
church and Staff Writer for The Preoeptor
Route 1, Killeen, Texas.

The book of Acts therefore, may be said to be an in-
spired histery of conversions which took place under the
supervision of the inspired apostles of Christ, both in
theory and in demonstration.

We shall learn later that the Lord’s church is no mcre
and no less than the company of the saved, added to-
gether by the Lord when they were saved (Acts 2:47),
and so, the books of Acts contains also the history of the
establishment of the church, the kingdom of Christ upon
the earth.

If therefore, one would learn the answer tc the question
of what believers in Christ are to do in order to have
the remission of their sins (Acts 2:38: 3:19; 16:30-34;
22:16), and tc become members of the Lord's church,
which is one and the same thing with being saved and
which takes place simultaneously (Acts 2:47), the book in
the Bible such a one needs to read for this information,
is the Acts ¢f apostles. Here, in the book of Acts, is this
information made known, both by precept and example. End
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Authoritative Sources For
Roman Catholics

Outside of Roman Catholics, most others who claim to be Christians have
at least given lip-service to the idea that the Scriptures are authoritative
in religion. That the practice has not always caught up with the profession
is quite evident. But it is certain that such has been the claim.

The much publicized ‘‘Ecumenical Council” of the Roman Catholic
Church, which has recently been brought to a final close, has revealed
some significant things about the Roman church’s attitude toward and views
about religious authority.

Throughout the years it has been difficult to know exactly what they
considered authority. In “Protestant’”’ areas where the Scriptures are con-
sidered authoritative, the Roman Catholics would leave the impresssion that
they regarded the Scriptures as sources of religious teaching. In other places
where they had a greater following, they appealed to ‘‘Roman Catholic
tradition” as a rule of faith and practice. At other times the claim that
both Scripture and Roman Catholic tradition was authoritative has been made.
Some Roman writers have compared the Scriptures as one river descending to
join itself to another river, Roman Catholic tradition, and that these two
sources con-joined representated authoritative teaching. Thus it has been a
little difficult to know exactly what was authoritative with them.

In the November 8, 1965, issue of U. S. News & World Report under the
heading *“More Major Changes In Catholic Beliefs” appeared the following:

‘‘Decree on Scriptures. On October 29 the Council paved the way for
another major statement on doctrine. It approved the final version
of a long-argued decree giving the Scriptures a new place of authority,
alongside church tradition, as a source of religious teaching.

“This was seen as another step forward in the movement toward
Christian unity.

“Most Protestants, since the Reformation, have rejected the au-
thority of Roman Catholic tradition in favor of Scriptural authority.

“The new decree approved by the assembled bishops gives no clear
primacy to either as a source, but says both ‘transmit’ the substance
of revealed truth.”

The significant thing about this is that this decree of the Roman Ca-
tholic Church gives the Scriptures ‘“a new place of authority, alongside church
tradition as a source of religious teaching.” Actually, then, prior to the
decree, the Scriptures themselves were not regarded by Roman Catholics
as authoritative; Roman Catholic church teaching and practice was the source
of authoritative teaching for them. Through the years, then, the Roman
church has not been entirely straightforward about their supposed regard
for the authoritative teaching of the scriptures. To them it was ‘‘church
tradition” that was authoritative. They had more regard for and attached
more importance to church tradition than for the Scriptures.

But when this ‘‘decree” becomes effective Roman Catholics may then
regard the Scriptures as ‘‘a source of religious teaching.” Note: not the source
but a source of religious teaching. Not, mind you, as superior to church
tradition ‘‘as a source of religious teaching’” but only co-equal to human
tradition in religious matters. Roman Catholic tradition has not been debased,
it remains the same as before; only they (Continued on page eight)
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More “True Christianity” (?)

James W, Adams

Perennial Phenomena

Religious history is replete with examples of misguided
zealots who have appeared, “messiah-like,” on the public
scene with pretentious claims to having discovered the
“key” to all true Bible knowledge. So often has this been
the case, they have become perennial phenomena.

Almost without exception, such men are obsessed by
obviously fallacious concepts, yet they are literally carried
away by infatuation with their self-analyzed, intellectual
superiority, by captivation with the unique depth of their
self-appraised, spiritual perception, and by utter fascination
with “the exuberance of their own verbosity.” (George
Bernard Shaw, we think.) The writings of Brother J. D.
Hall Jr. convince us that we err not in assigning him
an honored (?) place in this category.

Hall and His Sympathizers Displeased

We have stated before and state again: we bear no per-
sonal animosity toward Brother Hall. We love him as a
brother in the Lord and have even regarded him as a
friend. We question not his motives nor do we impugn
his honesty. Yet, we regard his views as expressed in his
public and private writings and by word of mouth in our
presence as completely erroneous, confused, chaotic, and
hurtfully extreme. The importance which he attaches to
what he thinks he has discovered and the unbridled zeal
with which he presses his concepts, we regard as nothing
short of pure, religious fanaticism. Therefore, we deal
with him and his material on the basis of this conviction.
If others disagree with our analysis of the matter, such is
unquestionably their privilege, but we can only write as
we see the matter. Our course seems not to please Brother
Hall and some of his more rabid sympathizers, particularly
some of his star performers in the so-called ‘“‘Sentinel of
Truth,” a newborn, religious journal which Hall subsidizes
with his considerable means. We did not anticipate that
these people would approve our efforts nor could we
care less.

We have never asked any teacher of pernicious error for
any quarter. We ask these misguided brethren for none,
nor do we propose to give any. The theories of Hall and
his collaborators are causing trouble in faithful churches,
and they are infiltrating the minds of young Christians,
novices, and inexperienced preachers. In addition, they
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antagonize the nature of the mission and organization of
New Testament churches (ekklesias). We regard these
theories to be quite as insidious as anything our so-called
“liberal” brethren believe, teach, or practice. In fact,
those who embrace them have no ground on which they
can consistently oppose liberalism. We, therefore, regard
them as incipient evils, and we regard their purveyors as
false teachers. On the basis of this conviction, we have no
recourse but to oppose them in the spirit of the Psalmist
who said, “Through thy precepts I get understanding:
therefore I hate every false way.” (Psalms 119:104.)

Verbosity Vies With Confusion and Error

Brother Hall's verbosity is only exceeded by his mental
confusion and exegetical error. Hall’s rebuttal consists
of some twenty, double-spaced, typewritten pages, more
than half of which is but a rehash of what he had pre-
viously said. Much of what he says is wholly irrelevant and
immaterial matter having to do with translations and their
history and not touching top, side, or bottom of Hall's
erroneous concept of the church or churches of the New
Testament. The remaining part of what he says is filled
with erroneous criticisms of scripture texts, misrepresenta-
tion of the statements of Adams and the issue between
Hall and Adams, and novel and wild positions on scriptural
matters which identify the author as one wholly unfit to
deal accurately with even the simplest principles of Di-
vine truth, or “true Christianity,” as Hall expresses it.

The issue is misrepresented. In the very first paragraph
of Hall's rebuttal, he misrepresents Adams and the issue.
The charitable view would be to regard this as not de-
liberate. We choose to be charitable and simply regard it
as resulting from the fact that Brother Hall, like all
other men obsessed by admiration for their illegitimate
brain-children, cannot see anything which reflects un-
iavorably on his self-conceived idol. Hall says, ‘Brother
Adams seems to be greatly disturbed by our challenge of
the accuracy of our sectarian slanted translations.” If
Brother Hall even half read our reply to his foolishness:
he should know better than this.

Adams is not even mildly interested in what J. D. Hall
Jr. may think or say about the accuracy-of any transla-
tion ancient or modern. Hall’'s ipsi dixit on translations
has about as much value or force as a mouthful of spittle
would in irrigating the Sahara Desert. Hall is not a
scholar nor does he document his positions with scholarly
citations. When he makes a faint effort to document his
position he makes himself utterly ridiculous. Hear him,
but do not laugh; weep rather for his unconscious in-
ability to treat of matters which he proposes to elucidate:
“In the words of a sectarian scholar whom I will not
name .."” After this travesty, he cites William I. Smith
by putting the alleged words of Smith in Hall's language
and mentions neither the source, the volume, nor the
page where the supposed citation may be found. This sort
of thing Hall regards as ‘indisputable evidence or proof.”
If “a little learning is a dangerous thing,” (Alexander
Pope), what about such as this?

However, even if Brother Hall were a competent scholar
in Biblical languages or documented his position on the
(Continued on page eight)
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“An Help Meet For Him”

(Continued from December Issue)

From life’s morning until the clcsing of the day of one’s
brief sojourn here on earth, one should be able to say:
“For death’s dark encounter, I make preparation.” The
greater the event anticipated or the work one plans to do
the more preparation one must make.

From the time of His birth in Bethlehem of Judea
it was about thirty years until Jesus of Nazareth emerged
from the parental home to do the will of Him who had
sent him and “to finish his work.” Part of his work was
preparing the material for his church, his kingdom. His
disciples walked and talked with him and listened as he
“taught them as one having authority, and not as the
scribes.” When the fulness of time had come and they
were adequately prepared, he instructed them, “Go ye
therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teach
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
ycu: and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world” (Matt, 28:19, 20). Jesus was prepared and his dis-
ciples must be prepared before beginning their work.

As a help meet for her husband, it is a wife’s respon-
sibility to help him to grow that he may reach spiritual
maturity in order to be prepared to dc the most effective
work.

In our last lesson, we mentioned the fact that there is
a need for qualified elders. A wife has it in her pcwer to
help her husband to qualify. We discussed how she can
help him so to live that he is “without reproach,” “tem-
perate,” and ‘‘soberminded.”

A wife may contribute to help her husband to live a
well-ordered life that he may be of ‘‘good behaviour” (KJV).
To work to this end the home must be well-ordered, well-
balanced that there may be time and place for all things
in order for the well-rounded development of each member
of the family so that each may be prepared for any op-
portunity for service that presents itself.

In order that her husband be prepared for the eldership,
he must also be ‘“given to hospitality.” One could hardly
develop this quality without the cooperation of the wife, as
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home-maker. It is she who must see to the physical com-
forts of the guests. Her attitude will do much to help her
husband to be ‘‘given to hospitality.”

The home is an ideal place for the head of the house
to develop his aptitude for teaching. It is there where
one may find all necessary elements for teaching: the
father as teacher, the wife and children as pupils, an en-
vironment conducive to teaching and the greatest of all
curricular, the sixty-six books of the Bible. In such situa-
tion the husband may not only develop the skill to teach,
necessary to the eldership, but he may have the satisfacticn
that he is training his children in the way they should
go. Every woman who is a faithful Christian should lend
encouragement and help in such a worthy activity in her
home, helping her husband to be ‘apt to teach.”

(Continued on page fourteen)
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The Passing Scene
In Religion

Joe Neil Clayton

It never ceases to be surprising to see how gullible
people can be about the claims of denominationalism. In
most organizations with constant contact with the public,
it seems imperative and practical that the organization
maintain a good public relations ‘“image.” The political
party must follow a consistent story about its aims in
order to have the support of the voters. A school which
depends upon the contributions and good will of the
friends of the school must hold to a line of policy which
will be compatible with the wishes and convictions of its
supporters. If such organizations deviate substantially from
these policies, they may expect to lose the financial and
moral support of the people whom they serve.

However, certain denominations seem to be able to fol-
low a very inconsistent policy and get away with it easily.
This is confirmed in the remarks of John E. Hines, pre-
siding bishop of the Episcopal Church, USA, published
some time ago in the Houston Post.

The Post reports him as saying ‘‘with some pride” that
his church includes men with diverse doctrinal views.
These include theolcgical liberals, scriptural literalists,
hard-rock fundamentalists, and even practitioners of the
gift of tongues. The question that is raised by this state-
ment is, “how can men of such diverse views find common
religicus ground in the same church, and others be proud
of the fact.

We remember that Paul urged Christians to ‘“‘all speak
the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you;
but that ye be perfected together in the same mind and
in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). If we wonder, be-
cause of the mass of religious confusion evident today.
how men can obey this commandment, the answer must
be that they must find common ground of authority. A
“theolcgical liberal” and a “scripture literalist” will not
find this common ground. The Liberal wants to recognize
other soures of religious authority besides the Bible (or
instead of it). The Literalist will recognize only the au-
thority of the Bible. These two men cannct speak the
same thing, much less be of the same mind and judgment.
There is no solid front in a church which would recognize
and embrace both viewpcints, either.

As another example of the problem, Mr. Hines is re-
ported as saying that he believes that the problem *“facing
this country and the world” must be blamed on ‘“mankind’s
denial of the deity (cr, divinity) of God.” Yet, the same
article says that he ‘“defended” the denial of the virgin
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birth of Christ by Episcopal Bishop James Pike, of Cali-
fornia, by saying “The Anglican tradition is one in which
the Episcopal church stands, a roomy one, providing the
framework for difference of viewpoints.” Thus we see that,
like a politician trying to save divided elements of a
party, Bishop Hines deplores the denial ¢f God by the
world, but defends infidelity when it appears in one of
the fellow-bishops.

The worldly observer of this kind of double-talk will
certainly be confused as to the truth on this matter. He
might conclude that all infidels ought to join with a church
s¢ that they might be protected from the attacks of the
church. Within the church, they could practice their
infidelity without fear of suppression. But the Bible says
that the denial of the divinity of Christ is a denial of the
Father (God), in 1 John 2:22-23. How, then, can men de-
fend such anti-Christian teaching in the very innermost
circles ¢f a church that claims to honor Christ? Very
strange!

In yet another statement in his interview, Bishop Hines
oppose the idea of a ‘“supreme” single church, but he is
reported to be encouraging unity talks now being held
between the Episcopal Church and five cther Protestant
bodies. He also works hard to get the 18 Anglican com-
munions around the world to take a lead in unity efforts.
Here is ancther case of double talk. Any Christian aspires
to see all Christians unified in the One body of Christ.
In Eph. 4:1-4, Paul says “I.___beseech you to walk
worthily of the calling wherewith you were called____

(Continued on page fifteen)
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