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PREFACE.

Tae author of the following unpretending work has aimed,
as far ag possible, to make J. T. JomNsoN his cwn biographer.
This he has endeavored to do by placing him before his readers
in n great variety of circumstances, in his own chosen garb.
We may be pleased with the style of a biographer, and inter-
ested greatly in the character he gives the sﬁbject of his
work ; but if he seldom allow him to speak for himself, we have
no means of forming an independent judgment regarding him.

It is a pleasure to the writer to say, that in preparing this
work for the press, his views of the intellectual, moral, and
Christian worth of J. T. JonNsox have been much enlarged.
His conceptions of him were elevated before, they are more
elevated now.

He takes pleasure in acknowledging his obligationd to breth-
ren T. M. Allen, Jacob Creath, H. Bledsoe, John A. Gano, Wal~
ter Scott, J. M. Hulett, B. F. Hall, James Henshall, and espe-
cially H, Foster, for valuable documents and materials for his
work.

He can not but hope, that the life of such a man as J. T.
JonNsoN, to a great extent written by himself, will be exceed-
ingly useful in stirring up in the hearts of Christians, the spirit
of true devotion to the best cause in the Universe—the cause of
the Union of God's people, and the conversion of the world
according to the prayer of the Son of God—the frue, laborious,
holy, and eelf-sacrificing missionary spirit—of which his entire
evangelical career was so bright an example.

Should the readers of this work be as much improved and
benefited by reading it, ns the writer has been in preparing it
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v PREFACE.

for the press, they will find it a very uselul work to them.
That it may be highly promotive of the great ends of the life
and Christian labors of the beloved J. T. Jomxsox—emphati-
cally “The Evangelist of the Reformation of the nineteenth
century,” is the prayer of the Author. Amen.

Caruistr, Ky., January 17, 1861,
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BIOGRAPHY OF ELDER J. T. JOHNSON.

CHAPTER 1.

Birth and education—Studies law—Marries in 1811—Settles on a
farm, and practices law in Scott Co., Ky.—Receives the appoint-
ment of volunteer aid of Gen. Harrison—Is at the siege of Fort
Meigs — Is elected to the Legislature for several years in suc-
cession.

1. Elder JonN T. JouNsoN was born at the Great-
Crossings, Scott Co., Ky., near Georgetown, on the 5th
day of Oct.,1788. This was a stormy periodin the his-
tory of Kentucky. The revolutionary war of some
seven years, had been brought to a successful termin-
ation. The old Articles of Confederation had been
found utterly inadequate to the purposes of a general
government, and had just been superseded by the for-
mation and adoption of the Constitution of the United
States. Indian hostilities were rife all over the west,
which, indeed, was all frontier. Kentucky at this time
was suffering, and continued to suffer for some five
years, from this predatory, barbarous and savage war-
fare. Neither Virginia nor the United States govern-
ment was able to afford adequate protection to this
distant frontier. There was little security for life or
property. All was agitation and excitement. In the
midst of such troublous and stirring times was J. T.
Johnson born, and received his first impressions. In
a very meager outline of his life, written by himself,
he says: “My parents, Robt. Johnson and Jemima
his wife, of the Suggitt family, were Virginians by
birth, and were members of the Baptist Church at
Blue Run, before they removed .to Kentucky. Robt.
Johnson, my father, was the son of one of three
brothers who removed from England and settled in
America. They were reputed to be of Walles.” Tho

)



12 BIOGRAPIIY OF

subject of this sketch does not inform us when his pa-
rents removed frem Virginia and settled in Kentucky.
A writer in Collins’ History of Kentucky, on page
515, thus speaks of the family: “ Col. Robert Johnson
(the father of Colonels Richard M., James, and Major
John T. Johnson) was a native of Virginia, and emi-
grated to Kentucky, then a county of that state, dur-
ing the stormy period of the revolution. He was dis-
tinguished for that high-toned integrity and courage
which marked the age and country in which he lived,
and took an active and prominent part in the sanguin-
ary conflicts which raged between the settlers and na-
tives, in the early settlement of Kentucky. So great
was the confidence reposed in his skill and courage by
the adventurers of that age, by whom he was sur-
rounded, that he was called to take a conspicuous po-
sition in almost every hazardous enterprise. The sen-
timents of patriotism and integrity which marked the
history of his active life, he did not fail to inculcate
upon the minds of his children, and the character of
those children, as developed, shows that they were not
without their proper effect. Col. James Johnson was
the lieutenant-colonel of the mounted regiment of Col.
Richard M. Johnson, during the late war, and distin-
guished himself at the battle of Thames, as well as on
several occasions while in the service. He subse-
quently served several sessions in the Congress of the
United States, with general acceptance. At the time
of his death, which occurred many years since, he was
in communion with the Baptist Church, and was es-
teemed a zealous and devoted Christian.”” The his-
tory of R. M. Johnson is well known to the country.
J. T. Johnson belonged to a numerous family, as well
as a highly respectable one. He says: “I was one,
and the eighth of eleven children, nine males and two
females. dians committed depredations and mur-
der in the vicinity of the Great-Crossings, after my
birth ; and I distinctly recollect the stockading around
my father’s yard.” He adds: “ At sixty-three [1851),
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I am overwhelmed with nastonishment at the mighty
march of improvements of every kind! From a re-
cent statement, if true, I am a few months older than
the Queen City of the west, Cincinnati. It is almost
incredible to think that the giant west has grown up
within the life of a man of sixty-three, born in its
midst!”

2. He says: “I have s most vivid recollection of
the great revival of 1801.” And although he was
scarcely thirteen years old, he was most deeply im-
pressed with the necessity and importance of being a
Christian. Yet, being raised amidst the fogs and
mists of Calvinism, no onc could teach him the simple
gospel plan of salvation. Instead of being directed
to repent and be baptized for the remission of his sins,
he says, “T was told that if it was the Lord’s work,
he would most certainly complete it.”” Thus he was
left to wait for, and expect some mystic, nondescript
influence, which God has never promised, and waiting
for which his good impressions gradually wore off, and
he became careless upon the subject of religion.

3. He went to school many years to Malcomb Wor-
ley, who, he says, was a good teacher. (Worley was
then a Presbyterian, and subsequently went with Stone
and othets, in their separation from the synod of Ken-
tucky. He finally was carried away with the misera-
ble delusion of Shakerism.) He was 2 good student,
and always a favorite with his teachers, and among
the foremost in his classes. He thus ingenuously and
graphically, in a few words, describes his character,
the accuracy of which, as far as it goes, all who knew
him will at once recognize: “ Of a disposition mild
and benevolent; of a quick temper; keenly alive to
insult, and ready to repel an injury; never revenge-
ful, but prompt to forgive; of a temperament to over-
come every obstacle within the power of man to re-
move.”

4. Having acquired, with the best teachers the
country afforded, a fair English education, with con-
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siderable knowledge of Latin and Greck, he finished
his educational career, so far as schools are concerned,
in Transylvania University. Dr. James Blythe was

resident of the university at that time, and Drs.
%ishop and Sharpe were professors. From these
heads of departments he received the highest com-
mendations.

During the last six months he attended the univer-
sity, he says: “I providentially boarded in the Lewis
family, into which I subsequently married. My wife
was then a little girl, but most beautiful. Little did
I then dream that she.was to be to me a wife, and the
mother of my children, and constitute my heaven on
earth. While others were joking me about other girls,
her mother, on one occasion remarked, ¢ Never mind
them, I’ll provide you one that will suit you.” It was
ominous; it was true to the letter.”

5. He studied law with his brother, R. M. Johnson,
and obtained license from the judges of the court of
appeals, Robert Trimble, Ninian Edwards and Felix
Grundy, beforec he was twenty-one years of age.

He says, “I commenced the practice of law too
early, but I confined myself to the Scott county bar
for several years, and succeeded beyond my qualifica-
tions.”

6. In 1811, on the 9th day of October, he wasmar-
ried to Miss Sophia Lewis, he being about twenty-
three years old, and she about fifteen. Speaking of
his marriage, he says: “Beinga favorite with her
widowed mother, she thought it most prudent to per-
mit her daughter at once to share the fortunes of life
with one that bid fair to be to her more than a father
and mother. The world and my children can judge
whether the expectation was met.”

7. After his marriage he settled on a farm of 150
acres of superior land on South Elkhorn, near George-
town, and now on the turnpike leading from George-
town to Dry Run. He and a younger brother, Jocl,
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built & mill in partnership, and managed it successfully
for several years.

8. He says: About the 1st of February, 1813, about
u month after the birth of my first born, the present
Elizabeth J. Flournoy, I was honored with the place
of a volunteer aid of Gen. W. H. Harrison. Harri-
son then commanded the north-western army at Fort
Meigs. I started for the army in company with Wm.
Christy and Dr. George Berry. We hoped to be with
the army to aid in storming Malden.” In this, how-
ever, they were sadly disappointed, as the first day’s
travel brought to them the mortifying intelligence of
the terrible defeat and massacre of the River Raisin.
He adds : ¢ Yet we persevered in the enterprise. In
a few days we were at Fort Meigs, where the’troops
were engaged in erecting block-houses, and stock-
ading. In a short time we had an almost impregna-
ble fortress.

As the spring advanced, many of the troops returned
home, their term of service having expired. The en-
emy learning this, determined to make a mighty effort
at conquest. Gen. Harrison was on a visit to his fam-
ily at Cincinnati. We wrote to him to hasten to the
army. He did so; while Kentucky, ever prompt to
meet exigencies, sent on a brigade under Gen. Clay.
The sicge, however, was commenced before the Ken-
tucky troops arrived.” During the progress of the
sicge they arrived, and Col. Dudley, with 800 men,
was directed to land on the north side of the river
Maumee and spike the cannon of the enemy, and im-
mediately retreat across the river to the fort. He
succeeded in spiking the cannon without difficulty, but
unfortunately allowed himself to be decoyed into the
woods, and to follow the retreating enemy some two
miles from their place of landing. The result was,
the whole detachment, with the exception of 150, was
killed and taken by the enemy. In the mean time,
the Kentucky troops who landed on the south of the
river, had to fight their way through a large body of



i6 - BIOGRAPHY OF

Indians and Canadians. Speaking of this, J. T. John-
son says: “ We had a bold fight on our side of the
river, while protecting the Kentucky troops in disem-
barking and reaching the fort. While executing the
orders of the general, having gone from one end of
the line to the other, commencing with Maj. Gra-
ham, I had a fine gray charger shot dead under me.”
And he had a ball to strike him in the fort, while he
was within two feet of the general. ¢ The day after the
battle, the general hearing of the loss of my horse,
asked me why I did not name it; that he would have
been glad to notice it as it merited in his dispatch to
the government. Ireplied T did not at the time think
it important to do so. This battle was fought on the
5th of May, 1813.”

Being unwell after the battle, he started with Gen.
Harrison and suite for the interior of Ohio, and was
sent to Kentucky with orders to the mounted regi-
ment of volunteers commanded by his brothers, R. M.
and J. Johnson. IHe was barely able to get home;
was taken down with fever, and narrowly escaped with
his life. He says: “I could barely walk about on the
4th of July following. It was a luxury to meet my
wife and child.” He adds: “In 1815, I becaome a
candidate for the legislature, and was eclected with
ease. I was elected several ycars in succession, till
1819.”

CHAPTER II.

Great financial crisis— Looses a fortune by becoming security for
his friends— Serves several years 'in the legislature of Kentucky,
and several in Congress— Is appointed judge of the new court of
appeals— Abandons politics forever, in the midst of a popular
career.

1. In an outline history of Kentucky, written, it is
said, by the talented John A. McClung, found in Colling’
Kentucky, speaking of the time of which we are writ-
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ing, he says: “In the meantime the financial affairs
of the civilized world were in a painful state of disor-
der. The long wars of the French revolution had
banished gold and silver from circulation as money,
and had substituted an inflated paper currency, by
which nominal prices were immensely enhanced. At
the return of peace, a restoration of specie payments,
and the return of Europe to industrial pursuits, caused
a great fall in the nominal value of commodities, ac-
companied by bankruptcy upon an enormous scale.
In Kentucky the violence of this crisis was enhanced by
the charter [in 17-"18] of forty independent banks.”
«...%In the summer of 1818, the state was flooded
with the paper of these banks. Their managers were
generally without experience or knowledge of finance,
and in some instances destitute of common honesty.
Speculations sprung up in all directions. Large loans
were rashly made, and as rashly expended. Most of
these bubbles exploded within a year, and few were
alive at the end of two years. In the meantime the
pressure of debt became terrible.”” Collins’ Kentucky,
page 88.

2. In this fearful crisis, J. T. Johnson lost a hand-
some fortune—not to pay his own debts, but those of
his friends, for whom he had become surety. In this
he realized the truth of the saying of the wise man,
that: “He that is surety for his friend shall smart.”
His generous nature would not permit him to say no
to his friend ; hence, he could not, in that case, real-
ize, in the language of the same wise man, that, “He
that hateth suretyship is sure.” But let us have his
own account of this matter. He says: “In the great
convulsion of 1819, and onward, I became security for
my friends for a large amount, and voluntarily gave
up all my real estate to be relieved from security
debts.” {‘his was certainly a hard case. To give up
a fortune to pay his own debts, would have been hard
enough; but, for one who had never known want, to
give up a handsome fortune to pay security debts, is

2
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-hard, indeed. But he was a man of a great heart and

noble mind, and, therefore, bore it without a murmur.
He says: “I never felt happier than in thus relieving
myself, by giving up near $50,000 worth of real es-
tate.” He says again: “It was a pretty fortune. It
was five hundred and fifty acres of land, near George-
town, of the choice kind, and about a half-dozen val-
uable lots, with valuable improvements, in George-
town.” If that property was worth $50,000 then, it
is worth now [1861] not much, if any, less than double
that amount. This was a handsome fortune, indeed.

8. Having served his country acceptably in the
state legislature for several years in succession, he is
solicited to take a higher seat. And, accordingly, in
1820, he became a candidate for congress, and, with a
merely nominal opposition, he was elected to that hon-
orable position. In 1822 he was again a candidate for
congress, and, though he had formidable opposition,
he was again elected by a majority of some eight
hundred votes.

4. About this time the questions of relief and anti-.
relief, were rife in the state—the relief party being
greatly in the ascendant. Many relief measures were
passed, among which was one requiring creditors to
take their pay in commonwealth’s paper—which was
only worth half its nominal value—or wait two years.
This created great dissatisfaction among ecreditors,
and the lines between the two parties were very dis-
tinctly drawn; the contest between them, in bar-rooms,
in the newspapers, upon the stump and along the high-
ways, and in the most private circles, was angry and
violent. Associated with the popular, or relief party,
were some of the first lawyers of the state, such as
John Rowan, W. T. Barry, S. P. Sharpe, and J. J.
Bibb. J. T. Johnson belonged to this party. The
opposite party brought before the inferior courts the
question of the constitutionality of the odious act.
Judges Clark and Blair decided the act to be uncon-
stitutional. It was brought before the judges of the
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supreme court of Kentucky —Boyle, Owsley and
Mills—and the judgment of the inferior courts con-
firmed. This created immense excitement, and the
three judges were brought before the subsequent leg-
islature for trial. Although there was a considerable
majority in favor of the removal of the judges, the
constitutional majority of two-thirds could not be ob-
tained. As the house could not reach them in this
direction, they passed a law repealing the act organ-
izing the court, of appeals, and passed another act or-
ganizing the court anew. Thus the legislature got
rid of the old court and organized a new one.” Of this
new court of appeals, J. T. Johnson was appointed one
of the judges; and, speaking of this period of his his-
tory, he says: “I was judge of the new court of ap-
peals, and occupied that position nine months. The
state is as justly indebted to me §1,500 as ever one
man was indebted to another. And I am resolved to
leave it as a legacy to the Orphan School at Midway.”

5. In the very warmly-contested eclection for presi-
dent in 1824, in which the candidates were Jackson,
Adams, Clay and Crawford, John T. Johnson took a
very decided part. Whatever he did, he did with his
might. He was then in the midst of a successful and
popular political career. The people -of Kentucky,
after Mr. Clay, decidedly preferred Jackson for pres-
ident. As there was no choice by the people, the
election was thrown into the congress of the United
States, John T. Johnson was then in congress, and
thus speaks of the occasion: “I was one of the four
who voted for Gen. Jackson, in Congress, in the fa-
mous contest of 1825, when the elective will of the
people, most overwhelmingly expressed, was made to
succumb to the will and advancement of one man. It
was one of the proudest acts of my life. The ques-
tion with me was, whether integrity should yield to
private feelings and personal attachments. It was
emphatically the question, whether the people could
be trusted, and whether they had a right to rule.”
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6. In 1828 he allowed himself to be sent to the leg-
islature for the last time. In the midst of a very suc-
cessful and popular political career, much to the regret
of his friends, he determined to abandon political life.
He says a sacred regard for, and love of, domestic life
determined him to take this course. In the good
providence of God, another field, if not so honorable
in the sight of men, nor so productive of earthly gain,
yet one of infinitely higher usefulness, was being pre-
pered for him, into which he was to enter and labor
most successfully; but of which, at this time, perhaps,
he thought very little. He loved his family most ar-
dently, and was anxious more fully to enjoy domestic
Ife. This was the immediate cause of his retiring
from public life.

CHAPTER IIIL.

Joined the Baptist Church in 1821—Was much engaged in public life
for some eight years—In '29 and *30 he turned his attention to re-
ligious mnatters, and cordially embraced the views of A. Campbell—
Commenced preaching—Left the Baptist Church in 31, and organ-
ized a church upon the Word of God alone—From that time he
gave up all for Christ—State of religious parties about this
time.

1. Having, in the preceding chapter, concluded
what we think necessary to be said regarding the po-
litical history of J. T. Johnson, we propose now to
take up his religious history, in which we are greatly
more interested. And, although in giving an account
of the commencement of his Christian career, we shall
he carried several years back of the period at which
he withdrew from political life, it is thought best thus
to separate the two histories, and present them con-
sccutively in distinct chapters.

2. He says: “I made a profession of religion dur-
ing the summer of 1821, and joined the Baptist Church
at the Great-Crossings.” This occurred just before
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he first went to congress. And, speaking of it, he
says: “Oh! it was a most glorious thing for me. It
preserved me from a thousand temptations, and kept
me g pure man. My wife and my children were my
all in all in this world.” He says: *“The Reformation
began to develop itself in 1828, through the Christian
Baptist, but I was ignorant of it.” ~And being, for
several succeeding years, actively engaged in politics,
he had little time to investigate its claims. But he
says: “During the years ’29 and ’30, I had more leis-
ure. The public mind was much excited in regard to
what was vulgarly called Campbellism, and I resolved
to examine it in the light of the Bible. I was won
over, and contended for it with all my might in the
private circle. I was astonished at the ignorance and
perversity of learned men, who were reputed pious,
and otherwise esteemed honorable. My eyes were
opened, and I was made perfectly free by the truth.
And the debt of gratitude I owe to that man of God,
A. Campbell, no language can tell.”

3. About this time he commenced preaching the
gospel to his neighbors. Of quick perception, and of
an ardent and sanguine temperament, he was anxious
that others should see and feel what he so clearly saw
and so strongly felt, and which he could but regard as
of paramount importance to the religious interests of
all. Hence his public career, and the earnestness of
his labors.

4. In the principles of the Reformation, which, with
such strength of conviction, he had just embraced, he
saw the true, scriptural basis of the union of God’s
people, and the conversion of the world. And, in all
the ardor of his first love—which never cooled, but in-
creased in fervor till his death—he went to work to
reform the Church and save the world. Having been
raised a Baptist, and being a member of the congre-
gation of Baptists at the Great-Crossings, it was the
dictate alike of prudence and benevolence to commence
his efforts there. He says:
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5. «I attempted a reformation and enlightenment
of the Church of which I was a member. My efforts
were scorned. Having put the Church to the proof—
she having refused to receive a person on the good
confession and immersion, and having done other things
as unscriptural —I resolved to build on the Bible
alone, as containing the infallible rule of faith and
practice. Accordingly, on the second Saturday of
February, 1831, B. S. Chambers, W. Johnson and my-
self, formed a congregation of God, at the Great-Cross-
ings, my birth-place. At this meeting I had the hap-
piness of baptizing my wife, my brother Joel and his
wife. From that time onward I endeavored to redeem
the time and the solemn pledges I had made in behalf
of this good cause. Iat once surrendered a lucrative
practice of the law, and have made many sacrifices in
the best of causes.”

6. As it will greatly aid. our readers in forming a
proper estimate of the character and labors of J. T.
Johnson, we pause to look around us, and note the
state of parties abgut the period of which we write.

The great parties in the field, in Kentucky, were the
Methodists and Presbyterians, and some other weaker
sects of Pedobaptists, together with the Baptists, who
were even more numerous than the Methodists. There
were also in the fleld some eight or ten thousand of
those called, sometimes, ¢ Marshallites,” ¢ Stoneites,”
“Schismatics,” etc., but who claimed to be simply
Christians : taking the word of God as the only rule
of faith and practice—the only basis of the union of
God’s people, and heartily repudiating all human creeds
as tests of Christian fellowship. ngnce, their readi-
ness to hear and accept the plea of A. Campbell for
the destruction of sects, and the union of God’s peo-
ple according to the prayer of Christ. The Pedobap-
tist parties in the field, were less influenced by the
writings and public teachings of A. Campbell than
either the friends of Stone or the Baptists. This is
easily accounted for. The friends of Stone had com-
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menced a reformation movement with a desire to har-
monize the people of God, and were making some
advances in that direction ; not, however, without mak-
ing some seribus missteps, which greatly retarded the
good work. They were, in the meantime, open to
conviction, and happy to learn from any quarter, and
especially from one who advocated so ably their great
position, which, above all others, distinguished them
from the sects of the day, and which they regarded as
the only true ground of Christian progress, viz: The
Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing but the Bible.

A. Campbell was a Baptist, and a very able, learned
and eloquent defender, with tongue and pen, of their
distinguishing peculiarity. He held several debates
with sistinguished Pedobaptists, in different states,
two of which were published, which gave him immense
popularity and influence among the Baptists. His
first visit to Kentucky was, I believe, in the fall of
1823, when he held his famous debate with Rev. W.
L. Maccalla. From that time to the period of which
we are writing, he made several extensive tours through
the northern parts of Kentucky. In 1824, on the 4th
of July, he commenced his ¢ Christian Baptist,” which -
was'read extensively in Kentucky, especially among.
the Baptists, and exerted a great influence upon very
many of their most intelligent preachers and people..

The Pedobaptist parties were not brought so imme-
diately into contact with A. Campbell and his writings,
and were not, therefore, 'so much affected by them.
But all were moved, and such a time of religious in-
quiry and investigation as followed for many years, is
rarely witnessed. The Pedobaptist parties were all
arrayed in very decided and often very bitter oppo-
sition to the views of A. Campbell. The Baptists
for several years, especially their leading men, in the
north of Kentucky, were greatly delighted with his
leading positions. The writer mixed much then, as
he has since, with the religious community. He there-
fore knows much of what he says, and whereof he al -
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firms. Such men as Elders Vardeman, Walter War-
der, W. Vaughn, 8. Noel, Jacob Creath, sen. and jr.,
John Smith and his brother Jonathan, John Calerman,
G. Gates, William Morton, Jesse Holton, G. W. Elley,
P. S. Fall, Robt. Batson, and doubtless others whom I
can not call up were of this number. The four preach-
ers, first mentioned in this list, were among the first
to advocate the views of A. Campbell, and among the
first and last to turn back (to use the language of Var-
deman), to “the old dispensation.” I heard Walter
Warder, whom I always esteemed a good man and a
very good preacher, say he would go a great distance
the darkest night, if all the creeds of Christendom
were in a pile to set fire to them. Jacob Creath, jr.,
says S. M. Noel was the first man he ever heard preach
the doctrine of the Reformation. In the 3d vol. of
the M. Harbinger, p. 280, we find an article headed:
Anecdote of Jeremiah Vardeman. In this article Bro.
Campbell says: “ On a visit to his (Vardeman’s) hospi-
table mansion, in the month of November, 1826, among
many entertaining anecdotes, he (Vardeman) related
the following: ¢Bro. Campbell, I have incomparably
more pleasure in baptizing persons now, than under
the old dispensation. I feel that I am now doing them
an essential service. The last two persons I immersed,
Iimmersed for the remission of sins, and I had more
pleasure in doing it than in all the baptisms of my past
ministry. I thought there was something in the insti-
tution worth the trouble, worth the contending for:
but, really, the old system seemed like fighting for a
* ceremony.’” But Vardeman adds: “I must tell you
of a rencounter I had with a Catholic clergyman a few
months since,” and proceeds to relate the occurrence,
in which he maintained that “Baptist preachers could
remit sins, officially, to proper subjects, through bap-
tism, etec.; that Catholic priests, without any warrant,
assume to remit sins committed after baptism; while
we propose, officially, to remit sins committed before
baptism, by administering baptism, according to the
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commission, for remission of sins.”” While these views
were being carefully examined and cordially embraced
by the leading minds in the Baptist Churches, and
among our people in this section of Kentucky, in the
close of the year’27, and extending through the year
1828, there was an immense religious excitement, re-
sulting in numerous additions to various religious
bodies, but especially to the Baptists and Christian
congregations. In the meantime, parties were being
formed in the Baptist Churches—preachers and people
were taking sides, and the war waxed hotter and hot-
ter. Vardeman and Warder and others began to fear
Campbell was going too far, and they began to look
back to “the old dispensation.” It is the part of
candor to acknowledge, now that some 80 years have
passed away, that there were improprieties and indis-
cretions committed on both sides. ~ Extremes begat
extremes. In attempting to correct abuses, we no
doubt frequently went too far.

In 1829’30 the lines began to be drawn, the work
of excision or of cutting off the ¢ Campbellites’ com-
menced, in associations and churches. Just at this
critical and exciting conjuncture, the subject. of these
papers, J. T. Johnson, withdrew from the Baptist
Church, at the Great-Crossings, and with two others,
in the beginning of 1831, as we have just seen, organ-
ized a church upon the word of God alone.

It would seem almost superfluous to say that, in all
this, he showed himself to be the true moral hero. He
gave up the honors and emoluments of the world, and
all the advantages of connection with a very large
congregation, and the most numerous and popular r¢-
ligious party in the state, to associate with a mere
handful of what were regarded the most desperate re-
ligious adventurers. But the dic was cast—the Rubi-
con was passed—he had counted the cest, and, ¢live
or die, sink or swim,” he was determined to devote his
life, his fortune, and his sacred honor, to the best of
all causes—the cause of unifing God’s people and sav-

3
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ing the world. He says, from this time forward, I de-
termined to redeem the time. And well did he fulfill
that pledge. For, from that day forward to the day
of his death, he never faultered, he never wavered, and
his name and fame are identified with every important
movement in favor of our cause. I have often heard
his friends describe his manner and appearance, on the
day he walked out of the church at the Crossings. His
person was straight and finely formed, and there was
ordinarily a peculiar dignity and stateliness in his mien.
He was in the prime of his manhood—a little over 42
years old—was a man of indomitable courage, and
perfectly cool and collected under the most trying cir-
cumstances. This was a crisis in his life. e was
about to cut himself loose from the fathers of the
church, to whom he had looked up, and from most of
his relations, His friends describe him as moving that
day with a more than usually firm, elastic, and stately
step. Ilis image, while I write, is indelibly written
upon my soul.

CHAPTER IV.

b

In 1831 he became familiar with Stone, and they resolved to unite ns
cditors of the C. Mezsenger and unite the two people—"The work
was soon accomplished all over Kentucky, and at different puints in
other states—The results were glorious—J. T. Johuson’s entering
into it when he did and as he did, conclusive proof of his moral
courage and conscientiousness—A brief history of the dilliculties
in the way of the union.

1. Having left the Baptist Church in February, 31,
he was placed in circumstances to become more famil-
far with Eld. B. W. Stone, who lived in the vicinity
of Georgetown, and had been cditing the Christian
Messenger for several years. Speaking upon this
subject, he says: “ My ecmancipation from a sectarian
institution resulted in an intimate acquaintance and firm
friendship with that eminent man of God, Eld. B. W.
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Stone, deservedly the most eminent preacher in the
Christian connection in the west. By the urgent solici-
tation of Eld. Stone, though averse to the position, I
consented to become a co-editor of the Christian Mes-
senger.” Stone had been the sole editor of it for five
years before. Eld. Johnson’s connection with Stone,
as co-editor, commenced with January, 1832, and
closed with 1834, when Stone removed to Illinois.
These three years of 1832-'33 and ’84, were most
eventful and triumphant years for our cause in Ken-
tucky, and the west generally.

2. It is not our purposo to write a full history of
the union that took place in 1832, between the friends
of Stone and Campbell in Kentucky. This we did
with some minuteness of detail in the biography of
Stone, which has been before the public some tgirteen
years. For particulars, therefore, we refer to that
work, chap. v, p. 817. We wish simply to make
such references to it, and such reflections upon it, as
are necessary to illustrate the character of J. T. John-
son and the cause he advocated. In speaking of the
origin of this union, he says: “I was among the first
of the Reformation, in co-operation with Stone, to sug-

est and bring about a union between the Christian

hurches and that large body of Baptists who had
abandoned all humanisms in religion.” And speaking
of the effects of it, many years after, he says: ¢ The
mighty and glorious results of which union, are de-
veloping more and more.” The venerable Stone,
speaking of it not long before his death, thus delivers
himself: ¢ Among other Baptists who received and
advocated the teaching of A. Campbell, was J. T.
Johnson, than whom there is not a better man. We
lived together in Georgetown, and labored and wor-
shiped. We plainly saw that we were on the same
foundation, in the same spirit, and preached the same
gospel. We agreed to unite our energies to effect a
union between our different socicties. This was easily
effected in Kentucky, and in order to confirm this
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union, we became co-editors of the Messenger. This
union, irrespective of reproach, I view as the noblest
act of my life.” Biography of Stone, pages 77, 78,79.

So much for the accounts of the union, as given by
these venerable men, Stone and Johnson, and their
cstimates of it.

8. The writer has a very vivid recollection of this
union movement, being himself an actor in the whole
affair, and taking an active part in ull the incipient
steps leading to it, and in the final consummation of
it.- Having been actively engaged as a preacher some
twelve years before the union was consummated, and
knowing as I did the state of religious parties during
that period, I hesitate not to say that J. T. Johnson,
in taking the very prominent part he did in advocat-
ing and consummating the union, and ever after vindi-
cating it, has given one of the most conclusive proofs
of his moral courage and conscientiousness. Lect us
look at the state of parties anterior to the union, and
the difficulties that stood in the way of it.

4. The Baptists have always been regarded by the
Pedobaptist sects as rather exclusive, especially in
their views of baptism and the communion. They and
the Pedobaptist parties, therefore, had little intimacy
or good feeling for one another. The Methodists and
Presbyterians, in my early labors as a preacher, were
often brought into collision in the pulpit, and the pri-
vate circle, and also through the press, on the five
points of Calvinism. This war raged, frequently,
with great violence, so that there was not much good
feeling between the parties. As to the people with
whom I then stood connected, they were ever spoken
against. We were denounced by the self-styled ortho-
dox parties as unworthy of the Christian name—as
Arians, Socinians, Atheists, Deists, Pelagians—disor-
ganizers, agents of hell. We were represented as
denying the Lord that bought us, and bringing in
damnable heresies. And the people were, therefore,
warned by their spiritual guides not to receive us into
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their houses! Their private houses, many of them,
were thus shut against us; and their meeting-houses,
ag some of their%eaders said, must not be polluted by
our unhallowed breath! Such was the state of feel-
ing manifested toward us by the popular and powerful
religious parties of those days. %Ve were exceedingly
odious to all the so-called orthodox and creed parties,
because we had taken a position antagonistic to, and
subversive of, them all—not as Christians, but as dis-
tinct partisan organizations. And then, very unfor-
tunately, we had allowed ourselves to be led away
from the true object of our mission—the union of
God’s people upon the word of truth—into the endless
labyrinths and mazes of speculative divinity; the
hopeless and heartless logomachies of metaphysical
theologians. The writer then preached and lived
where he now lives (Carlisle, Ky.), and as the congre-
gation was large—larger at this place than almost
anywhere else—the preachers of the different parties
made it a point, when they came here, to pay their
especial respects to us; usually belaboring us in a
style and spirit which often did little credit to their
heads, and still less to their hearts; and which was
calculated to promote any other than the right spirit
between the parties. And in this warfare of the par-
ties against us, no one of them was more violent and
bitter than the Baptists. This feeling continued al-
most universal, without abatement up to the close of
the year 1827. How exceedingly improbable, then,
that in four years a large body of those who had been
Baptists, and our people, would form a permanent
union, abandoning all our speculations, and standing
together upon the foundation of apostles and prophets,
Jesus the Christ being the chief corner stone! It is
only stating what the facts in the case require, when
I say that our people were much sooner prepared for
the union than the friends of A. Campbell. This is
by no means strange. We had, as a people, been
standing on the word of God alone for almost thirty
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years. We had no party name, nor party platform to
support—to stand between us and union with any of
God’s people on the trus scriptural basis. Ilence,
when A. Campbell presented his plain and scriptural
plan of union, and his ablé plea for it, our people all
over Kentucky, and very many in other states, most
cordially embraced it, and were ready to act upon it.
On the other side, however, there were much shyness
and tardiness. They believed that we ought to be
one; but then it was a question whether the set time
was come. There was a feeling repugnant to union
with those toward whom they had so recently cherished
feelings of the most bitter hostility, as the most ter-
rible hereties, rejecting and denying, as they had
thought, almost everything that was sacred in religion!
There attached to us, therefore, a most fearful odz-um
T he-o-log-icum.

It is but the part of candor to admit that, in former
years, we had, by our speculations upon untaught
questions (provoked, to be sure, by as improper specu-
lations on the other side), given some ground for this
odium of which we were the subjects. It is not at all
strange, therefore, that our friends on the other side
should have hesitated. Even brother Campbell him-
self, whose teachings and writings had had so very
much to do in bringing about our union, it is well
known to those who were most in his secrets, though
anxious for the union and hoping for it, was, never-
theless, doubtful whether the time%:ad come. No one
who knows me and my feelings toward A. Campbell,
will understand me as intending to say a word dispar-
aging to that great and good man. He, like others, was
doubtless afraid that the cause he plead and which was
dear to his heart, might be retarded by its supposed
connection with Unitarianism. But these fears, I pre-
sume to say, have long since been dissipated; indeed,
from the time the union occurred, he was disposed to
promote it, though he might have thought it prema-
ture. The writer can never forget that, though gen-
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erally received with great cordiality where he went on
the mission of union, he was treated on a few occa-
sions, some six months after the union had taken place,
with marked indifference and neglect. The fears,
however, which superinduced such treatment were soon
removed, and all was kindness and good feeling.

To show that what I state as a matter of my own
personal experience is true, allow me to introduce an
extract of a letter from Dr. W. H. Richardson to John
T. Johnson, found in the Christian Messenger, vol. vi,
and pages 58-9. Dr. Richardson was a Baptist, and
a professor many years in the medical department of
Transylvania University. He was a great friend of
A. Campbell and J. T. Johnson. But he had his fears
of the union. His letter is dated “Lexington, Jan.
7, 1832,” just after the close of the second union
meeting which had been held. The first was a meet-
ing of four days at Georgetown, cmbracing the Christ-
mas of ’81. The second was a meeting of the same
length at Lexington, embracing the New-Year’s day
of ’82. B. W. Stone, J. T. Johnson, John Smith, and
the writer, and many other public men, on both sides,
were at both these meetings. Now for the extract:

¢ Dear Bro. Johnson: I decm a note of apology to
you at this time, from me, called for, from the seeming
neglect and inattention shown you at your late visit to
this place. The more so as I ventured to address you
on the subject of your coalescence with the Christian
body, some short time before your visit, in terms rather
distrustful of the consequences that might follow such
a. union of Christians. . Since you left here
I have scen several of the brethren of both parties,
and especially some of the influential disciples, who,
like myself, did not altogether sce the way clear for
union upon lasting principles, who now express them-
selves highly pleased, and express the hope, with con-
fidence, that nothing will occur to mar or disturb the
concord and fellowship that should knit and unite
them together as a church of Christ upon New Testa-
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ment principles. If the same spirit actuates you all
hereafter, that characterized your meeting here, the
cause of our blessed Lord and Master,” etc. He says
again: “May you ever cherish the feelings and tem-
per of our common Lord, and enjoy forever the unc-
tion of a conscience void of offense toward God.
Your brother, in the faith of the gospel,
W. H. RICHARDSON.”

We have introduced this extract to show that many
of the friends of J.T. Johnson and A. Campbell were
somewhat fearful of the consequences of his connec-
tion with Stone and his friends.

We wish to introduce one more extract from a let-
ter of John Smith to the editors of the Christian Mes-
senger, bearing upon the same question. Eld. John
Smith and the writer were sclected by the friends of
the union, on both sides, to ride through the northern
portions of Kentucky, chiefly to promote the union of
the two people. We entered upon our work in good
faith, and labored very harmoniously and successfully
for three years. Bro. Smith, however, met with con-
siderable opposition from some prominent members of
several congregations to which he preached and which
he had built up, if not planted. Like Dr. Richardson,
they were fearful of the results; they feared the truth
was compromised and the cause injured. Bro. Smith
felt called upon to give the reasons for his course.
His letter is dated *Mount Sterling, Kentucky, Feb-
;uary 28, 1832,” and does credit alike to his head and

eart:

“ Beloved Brethren: It becomes my duty to lay be-
fore our brethren and the public, the principles from
which I acted when myself, with many reformers (so
called), and many of those called Christians, met to-
gether, broke the loaf, and united in all the acts of
social worship. It will be recollected that our remarks
relative to the Christian brethren are confined to those
with whom we have associated about Lexington, George-
town, Paris, Millersburg and Carlisle. When the Chris-
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tians and the reforming brethren united as above
named, we calculated at the time that the captious, the
cold-hearted sectarian professor and the friends of re-
ligious systems formed by human device, would mis-
represent and slander us. But we do not mind all this.
We do not publish this address with the hope of satis-
fying or silencing our opposers; but hearing that some
of our warm-hearted, pious reforming brethren having
heard many reports, and not being correctly informed
on the subject, have become uneasy, fearing that the
good cause of reformation may be injured by the course
we have taken in relation to the Christian brethren;
we therefore feel it a duty which we owe to our breth-
ren and to the cause we profess, to lay before them
and the public, candidly and plainly, the principle from
which we have acted,” etec.

Again, he says: “I have not written this for the
sake of the Christian brethren ; but for the sake of some
of our reforming brethren, who seem to be alarmed,
fearing that myself and some other reforming teachers
have injured the good cause in which we have been
engaged, by sanctioning all the speculations and errors
that have been laid to the charge of the people called
Christians, whether justly or unjustly.” C. Messen-
ger, vol. vi, pages 87-8-9.

We might collect much more testimony to the same
effect; but this fully corroborates all we have said
touching the difficulties in the way of our union. The
fact, therefore, that, with all these difficulties in the
way, J. T'. Johnson entered into this union, is an over-
whelming proof of his independence, moral courage,
and scrupulous conscientiousness. Thoroughly con-
vinced that to refuse to enter into the union contem-
plated, would be suicidal to our cause—would be to
build again the things we were laboring to destroy, ke
was not the man to confer with flesh and blood, {0 wait
to ascertain whether any of the rulers in the reforma-
tion believed, and were ready to act in the premises.
And, though he had intimations that several of his
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brethren in high places were fearful the time for union
was not yet, with his characteristic boldness, which
rarely, if ever, amounted to rashness, he entered into
the union, and threw all the energies of his great soul
into the scale in favor of it.

We propose to close this chapter with some extracts
from the first articles published in the Messenger, re-
garding the union. The one from which we make the
first extract, is signed “Editors.” Perhaps it was
written by Stone, but, of course, read and sanctioned
by J. T. Johnson. It is headed, “Union of Chris-
tians ;” [Christian Messenger, volume vi, pages 67-8]:

“We are happy to announce to our brethren, and
to the world, the union of Christians in fact in our
country. A few months ago the reforming Baptists
(known tnvidiously by the name of Campbellites) and
the Christians in Georgetown and neighborhood, agreed
to meet and worship together. We soon found that
we were, indeed, in the same spirit, on the same foun-
dation, the New Testament, and wore the same name,
Christian. We saw no reason why we should not be
the same family. The Lord confirmed this union by
his presence, for a good number were soon added to
the Church. We agreed to have a four-days’ meet-
ing, embracing the Christmas of 1831, in Georgetown;
and one, embracing the New-Years’ day following, of
the same length, in Lexington. A great many elders,
teachers and brethren, of both descriptions, assembled
and worshiped together in one spirit and with one
accord. Never did we witness more love, union and
harmony, than was manifested at these meetings.
Since the last meeting, we have heard of the good ef-
fects. The spirit of union is spreading like fire in
dry stubble. . . . . It may be asked again: Have you
no creed or confession, as a common bond of union?
We ansiver: Yes; we have a perfect one, delivered
us from heaven, and confirmed by Jesus and his apos-
tles; we mean the New Testament. We have learned,
from the early history of the Church to the present
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time, that the adoption of man-made creeds has been
the invariable cause of division and disunion. We
have, therefore, rejected all such creeds as bonds of
union, and have determined to rest on that alone given
by divine authority—being well assured that it will
bind together all who live in the spirit of it. It may
again be asked: How will you dispose of such as pro-
fess faith in Jesus and are baptized? To which part
shall they be attached as members? We answer: Wg
have no party. It is understood among us, that we
feel an equal interest in every Church of Christ—and
of such we all profess to be members—and are de-
termined to build up and edify all such Churches, with-
out any regard to former names, by which they may
have been called. . . . Some may ask: Will the Chris-
tians and reformers thus unite in other states and
sections of our country? We answer: If they are
sincere in their profession, and destitute of a party
spirit, they will undoubtedly unite. . ... But should
all in other states and sections act inconsistently with
their profession, we are determined to do what we are
convinced is right in the sight of God. Nothing can
move us from this purpose, unless we should make
shipwreck of faith and a good conscience—from which
may our merciful God preserve us. Eprrors.”

The body of this article, I am almost certain, from
internal evidence, is from the pen of the pious Stone.
But I am quite as certain, from the same evidence,
that J. T. Johnson wrote the last two or three sen-
tences. They bear his image and superscription.

We will now close this chapter with an extract from
the first article J. T. Johnson ever wrote as co-editor
of the Christian Messenger. It will be found in vol.
vi, pages 3,4, 5 and 6. It is thus introduced: “The
very worthy, pious and able editor of the Christian
Messenger, and myself, have united our efforts in pre-

aring and presenting that periodical to the public.
thet er I shall render any efficient or valuable ser-
vice to the cause of reformation, remains to be devel-
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oped. Already the alarm is sounded, and astonish-
ment seems to be excited in the minds of some, how
persons professing the one Lord, one faith and one
immersion, etc., can meet upon the King’s highway,
recognize each other as soldiers of the cross, embrace
each other as heirs of the same kingdom, and determ-
ine to press along the mark for the prize, regardless
of foes on the right hand and the left.”

To appreciate the import of the above extract, we
must consider how bitter was the hostility of the sects
to Stone and his friends; and how much even the best
friends of J. T. Johnson, many of the reforming Bap-
tists, feared the results of the union. But regardless
of all opposition, satisfied he was right, he hesitated
not, but entered with mind and heart into the work.
We continue our extracts: ¢ All those who profess to
be astonished, will be convinced, sooner or later, of
the imbecility of all human devices to bind Christians
together, and that the word of God alone can do it.
Keeping in memory the great landmarks of the King
of kings, such as, ¢ Call no man master—be prudent
as serpents and harmless as doves—when you are re-
viled, revile not again—if you continue in my word,
you shall know of the doctrine whether it be of God,’
etc.—I pledge the exertion of my humble powers in
clearing away the cobwebs of speculation, in suppress-
ing conjecture, in discarding from religion all the tra-
ditions and philosophy of men, and in enforcing the
indispensable necessity of an immediate return to the
word of God. Inspiration has recorded of that word,
that it is ¢ pure, converting the soul;’ and of the tes-
timony, ¢ that it is sure, making wise the simple.” . . .

We are well aware we have to encounter in this
noblest and best of all enterprises, the deep-rooted
prejudices of many of the pious, as well as the ran-
corous opposition of worldly-minded professors; but
we prefer the plaudit of ¢well done good and faithful
servant,” from him who spake as never man spake, to
all the temporal honors the world could bestow. In
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time, or in eternity, to Jesus, our King, every knee shall
bow and every tongue confess. He knows the secrets
of all hearts, and at the last loud peal of the trumpet
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God and
come forth. Those that have done good will be
saluted with the cheering welcome, ¢ Come ye blessed
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world;’ while the wicked,
Wwhether clothed in purple or priestly robes, will be
met by the appalling declaration, ¢ Depart from me ye
cursed into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and
his angels.

They who undertake to benefit mankind through the
medium of a religious journal, assume a high and re-
sponsible station. ..... Delicate as the undertaking
is, we have ventured on the engagement with a deter-
mined resolution to regard the word of God as the
sole authority, and standard of faith and conduect. . . ..
Wheére are the friends of God’s word, and the foes of
human traditions? Who will lend 2 helping hand in
this glorious struggle for Christian freedom? We
need not expect assistance from those who are bound
to a system which supports them, and ministers to
their ambition in lording it over God’s heritage ; nor
from those who are fearful of human power ; nor those
who love the praise of men more than the praise of
God, and who hug the chains which bind them;
nor from those who hear through others’ ears, and
see through others’ eyes; who fear the decrees of
churches, synods, councils, ete.; who suppose they
have learned all that is necessary to enable them to
assume the key and lock the door against heretics.
But we have everything to hope from those whose bo-
soms are filled with the spirit of freedom and inquiry,
who feel the love of God reigning, ruling and influ-
encing all their actions, who are determined to obey
God rather than man, and consent to have their names
cast out as evil. . . . .. So long as we are the slaves
of prejudices and the reigning priesthood, our eyes
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are vailed and blinded to the most obvious truths ; and
the slightest observation of men and things will dis-
cover that it is far easier to teach an impartial mind
the most difficult proposition, than to free one that is
prejudiced of the most palpable absurdities.

We are frequently astonished at the tenacity and
obstinacy of men in clinging to the chains that bind
them in slavery. ..... Even during the American
revolution, when freedom was held out as the prize to
allure the captives from their chains, there were
thousands who preferred their fetters. If such a case.
excites our astonishment, what language can give ut-
terance to our feelings of regret; when we see thous-
ands of those professing religion refusing to bocome
the freemen of the King of kings and Lord of lords.

The name of Jesus is more desirable than worlds
piled on worlds, but & sectarian human name is an in-
sult to the King. He who is not willing to take the
Lord at his word; to obey him rather than men, even
at the peril of everything held dear in this life, and
even of life itself, is not worthy to be ranked among
the soldiers of him who died upon the cross for our
deliverance; whose last prayer was a petition for the
forgiveness of his enemies.” Speaking with more
especial reference to the union which had just been
consummated, he.says: ¢ Those who have met on the
King’s highway, on the word of the living God, which
remains forever, and will judge us at the last day,
have much to do. We should constantly exhibit in
our lives that wisdom which comes from above, which
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be en-
treated, full of mercy and good fruits, while the truth
is presented with all becoming boldness, though it
should pierce deeply, and cause the hearts of the en-
emy to overflow with bitterness and malice. Let it be
engraven upon every Christian’s mind that he who
does most to unite the followers of Jesus, favors most
the conversion of the world; and he who does most
in opposition to such union, does most in opposition
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to the will of the King, and against the conversion of
the world. If we could but see a hundred human
bodies attached to one head, we should be horror-
stricken at the sight of such a monster. Apply this
to the present religious bodies professing to have one
head, with the different spirits animating those bodies,
and then judge you what hope there may be of con-
verting the world while these sects remain. Come
out of her, my people, saith the Lord.

O, that we may read the word of God to find his
will and do it...... If we were to tremble at that
word, there would not be so many cold, indifferent,
worldly-minded Christians. Let us awake out of
sleep, cry aloud and spare not, though it may cost the
severing of the dearest earthly ties. Choosg whom
you will serve, God or man.”

Such was the maiden effort of Elder J.T. Johnson
as areligious editor. Such was the luminous, candid,
dignified, magnanimous preface to the glorious book
of his subsequent religious life, which he has written
out “with an iron pen and lead, in the rock forever.”

CHAPTER V.

The scripture view of faith, as contrasted with the popular theory
regarding it—especially the Calvinistic theory.

In presenting his brethren and the public with an
outline of the active, laborious, self-sacrificing and
successful public life of J. T.Johnson, the writer pro-
poses to present him, as far as possible, in his own
proper person, clothed in the garments of his own
choosing. It is scarcely necessary to say that from
the time he entered into the union, and was fairly
committed to the evangelical field, his subsequent life
was one of incessant labor with tongue and pen, and
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a consistent life, to build up the cause of original
Christianity in faith and practice. 4
1. J. T. Johnson believed most cordially, from the
plain teachings of scripture, that faith comes, by hear-
ing the word of God, authenticated as it is by proper
testimony. The Saviour prayed, in his last prayer
for his people, for all those who should believe on him
through the words of his ambassadors. Their words
were his words, and his words were their words.
“For I have given unto them the words which thou
gavest me; and they have received them, and they
have believed that thou didst send me.” ¢ Many
other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his dis-
ciples, which are not written in this book; but these
are written that you might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God ; and that believing, you might
have life through his name.” They, therefore, who
have the true faith, have it through the word of God;
under the Christian institution, by the word of God
through Christ and his apostles; under the former
dispensations, by the word of God through patriarchs,
prophets or other agents of the divine choosing.
That the idea of a special operation of the Spirit to
make effectual the word of (B:od, in order to faith, is
a most fearful reflection upon the divine wisdom—is,
in truth, to make utterly void the whole scheme of di-
vine revelation for our salvation. In an article, the
second he wrote for the Christian Messenger, in vol.
vi, commencing on page 21, and headed, ¢ Faith is
the offspring of the Spirit,” he says: “If it were ne-
cessary in those first ages for the Spirit of God, by a
direct operation on the heart, or mind, or soul, to pre-
pare it for the reception of the testimony and truth,
then it would necessarily follow that a similar opera-
tion is requisite in the Christian age, and vice versa.”
But while he admitted that, in the scripture sense,
faith is the offspring of the Spirit; that God is the
author of faith, yet certainly not in the sense of Cal-
vinistic theology. Hence, on page 26 of the Messen-



ELDER J. T. JOHNSON. 41

ger, vol. vi, he says: A false philosophy has clouded
and obscured this subject” — this subject of faith as
coming through the truth, confirmed by the divine tes-
timony ; and hence he adds: ¢ We desire to recall be-
wildered minds to the oracles, which clearly point the
way to life and immortality ; to impress on the minds
of all the pious the highest reverence for the word of
God.” John T. Johnson was a very peculiar man,
both as a speaker and writer. His perception was
most vivid, his impulses and feelings were strong and
generous; his whole mind was most practical and con-
servative in its tendencies. He seized upon the strong
points of his subjects, and without giving all the pro-
cesses of his reasoning, jumped at his conclusions.
Though, therefore, there was not much order in his
discourses, written or oral, they were full of points—
sharp points which none could fail to see and feel.
Hence, in the quotation I have made from him, his
mind is carried off from faith as a simple elementary
principle in Christianity, to its grand ultimatum in the
attainment of ‘“life and immortality.” This, as his
intimate friends know, is perfectly characteristic of
the man. He was no hobbyist; nay, verily, be was a
man of too great a mind, too noble a spirit, to get
down to any such utopian ultraism. He saw thousands
bewildered and led astray by a false theory of spirit-
ual operations, and thereby led to overlook and neg-
lect the simple means of salvation, and thus expose
themselves to eternal ruin. It was the practical view
of the subject that awakened his sympathies, and called
into requisition all his powers. He would never have
gone out.of his way to correct false opinions which
might be innocently held. In reference to all such he
would say with Paul, “receive ye one another without
regard to differences of opinion.”

2. But we have said, in harmony with the teachings
of Elder Johnson—and, what is infinitely better, the
word of God —that the idea that faith is something
inwrought in the mind, by a special, independent, ef-

4
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fectual operation of the Spirit of God, over and above,
and independent of, or even superadded to, all other
means, makes utterly void the whole remedial scheme.
Hear a brief extract, upon this subject, from the ar-
ticle already quoted; Christian Messenger, vol. vi,
page 26: <Here we find Moses speaking to Aaron,
and convincing him of his divine mission; and both
Moses and Aaron convincing their brethren by the
very means God had instituted. All else is blind in-
fatuation, speculation and conjecture, than which no-
thing is more derogatory to the word of God. It is
a direct impeachment of that sacred Book, and those
heavenly communications to man, to contend for some-
thing in addition, in regard to which it [the Book] is
gilent. It is neither more nor less than a setting-aside
the miracles and testimony of Heaven, as insufficient
for the direct end of confirming the truth revealed, and
gaining an audience at the bar of the judgment, for
the reception of the truth,”

We have said, and we propose now to demonstrate
it, that the popular Calvinistic notion in regard to tho
means of faith, makes the whole scheme of revelation
8 nullity—nay, worse than a nullity, so far as the non-
elect are concerned. We know Calvinists usually
teach that faith is wrought in the heart by the Spirit,
through the word; but they just as plainly teach,
that, without this superadded influence, there can be
no saving faith. We have no taste for exposing the
absurdities of human creeds. Yet, while they are
pushed forward and made essential to the being of a
Church of Christ—while they are public documents,
we feel it to be our duty, not only to show, on all
proper occasions, that the word of God gives no sanc-
tion to them, but that many of their positions are al-
together untenable. The following positions are fully
set forth in the Presbyterian standards:

1. The doctrine of particular, personal, and eternal
clection and reprobation. Proof: Con. of Faith, pages
23-4: “By the decree of God, for the mani-
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festation of His glory, some men and angels are pre-
destinated unto everlasting life; and others foreordained
to everlasting death. These men and angels, thus
predestinated and foreordained, are particularly and un-
changeably designed; and their number is so certain
and definite, that it can not be either increased or di-
minished.” See also pages 26, 175-6.

2. God’s decrees of election and reprobation, or
foreordination to life or death, are not based upon his
fore-knowledge; but, rather, his fore-knowledge upon
his decrees. Proof: Con., pages 22—4: ¢ Although
God knows whatsover may or can come to pass, upon
all supposed conditions, yet hath He not decreed any-
thing because-He foresaw it as future, or as that which
would come to pass, upon such conditions.,” Speak-
ing of the elect, on page 24, the Confession says:
“God hath chosen them in Christ unto everlasting
glory, out of His mere free grace and love, without any
foresight of faith or good works, or perseverance in
either of them, or any other thing in the creaturo, as
conditions or causes moving Him thereunto ; and all to
the praise of His glorious grace.”

8. God has not only decreed from eternity that all
the elect shall be saved in heaven, but, also, all the
means leading to the end. Proof: Con., page 25:
¢As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so hath
He, by the eternal and most free purpose of His will,
foreordained all the means thereunto. Wherefore,
they who are elected being fallen in Adam, are re-
deemed by Christ, effectually called unto faith in Christ
by His spirit working in due season, are justified,
adopted, sanctified, and kept by His power through
faith unto salvation.”

4. The non-elect He has left to perish, without hope.
Proof: Con., pages 25-6: ¢ Neither are any other re-
deemed by Christ, effectually called, and saved, but the
elect only —the rest of mankind, God was pleased,
according to the unsearchable council of His own will,
whereby He extendeth or withholdeth mercy as He



44 BIOGRAPHY OF

leaseth, for the glory of His sovereign power over
glis creatures, to pass by, and to ordain them to dis-
honor and wrath for their sin, to the praise of His glo-
rious justice.”

5. The elect are perfectly passive, until they are
created anew in Christ Jesus, or made new creatures,
or, in the language of orthodoxy, regenerated. Proof:
Con., pages 63—4: ¢ This effectual call is of God’s free
and special grace alone, not from anything at all fore-
seen in man, who is altogether passive therein, until,
being quickened and renewed by the Holy Spirit, he
is thereby enabled to answer this call, and to embrace
the grace offered and conveyed in it.”

6. The sin of our first parents has made the whole
race “ opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all
evil.” Con., page 40.

7. The sin of our first parents has brought actual
guilt upon the whole race, and subjected it to « death,
with all miseries, spiritual, temporal, and eternal.”
Con., pages 39, 40, 41-2,

8. “From this original corruption, whereby we are
utterly indisposed, disabled, am}) made opposite to all
good, and wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all
actual transgressions.” Con., page 40. It were easy
to multiply positions of a similar character, but these
eight may be sufficient for our purpose. Let us note
some deductions that may be fairly made from these
positions:

1. From proposition 7, in our list with the proofs
referred to, the doctrine is taught, that “the guilt of
this sin (the sin of Adam and Eve) was imputed, and
the same death in sin and corrupted nature conveyed
to all their posterity.” See Con., pages 89—40. Xud
thus we arrive at the absurd conclusions:

2. That there may be guilt where there is no crime
and sinfulness, a “death in sin”” where there is no sin!
Adam and Eve were guilty, and were conscious of it—
were dead in sin. But most certainly the scriptures
nowhere intimate that their posterity, on account of
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their sin, were really guiltv, or really sinners. In-
fants, in their unsophisticated simplicity, innocence,
and docility, are types of Christian character— Of
such (like) are the kingdom of heaven.” It were
strange if infants, who are really guilty and “dead in
sin,”’ are proper types of the subjects of the Christian
kingdom on earth, or in heaven! When we can con-
ceive of a transfer of consciousness, then may we con-
ceive of a transfer of real criminality or guilt! “The
soul that sinneth it shall die.”” Sin is a personal af-
fair, and ecan only be conceived in connection with a
moral agent. That the posterity of our first parents
were made the subjects of natural evil, and liable to
moral evil, on account of the fall, is conceded. But
what we lost in Adam without our agency, is restored in
Christ, without ouragency. And now, underthe gospel,
he that accepts Christ as a Saviour shall be saved, and
he that rejects him shall be damned. Christ took not
upon him the nature of fallen angels, but the nature of
fallen man. But why this difference? May it not be
because the angels who sinned involved none but them-
selves in the consequences of their sin,none but the act-
ually guilty ? whereas our first parents involved untold
millions of innocents in the consequences of their sin,
It was most fitting, therefore, that the infinitely wise,
benevolent and all-perfect Jehovah should introduce
just such a scheme for our deliverance as the gospel is.

3. But in opposition to all scripture, all reason and
common sense, Calvinism teaches that the sin of our
first parents brought actual guilt upon the whole race,
““with all miseries, spiritual, temporal and eternal.”
That, therefore, all the *“miseries of this life, death
itself, and the pains of hell forever,” are consequences
of the firstsin! But we have neither time nor inclina-
tion to look after the absurdities of this system, which
are *legion.”

4. Calvinism teaches that from this fallen race, all
“made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all
evil,”” and subject to “all miseries, temporal, spiritual,
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and eternal,” by the first sin, or sin of our first pa-
rents, which act, from all eternity, God did, ¢ by the
most wise and holy counsel of His own will, freely and
unchangeably ordain”—from this ruined race, all equal-
1y helpless, and equally undescrviniﬂnd ill-deserving,
God did, for the manifestation of His glory, elect to
eternal life, in Christ, a certain definite portion of it;
and to display * His sovereign power over His crea-
tures,” did ¢ pass by the rest of mankind and ordain
them to dishonor and wrath for their sin,” which sin,
from the very necessity of their nature and circum-
stances, they could no more avoid than make a world!

5. Calvinism teaches that, through the covenant of
grace, God “freely offereth unto sinners life and sal-
vation, by Jesus Christ, requiring of them faith in him
that they may be saved, and promising to give unto
all those that are ordained unto life his Holy Spirit,
to make them willing and able to believe.” Con. p. 44.
Thus the doctrine, the horrible doctrine, is taught that
the non-elect, or those not * ordained to life,” are
tantalized with the offer of a salvation never prepared
for them, and required, upon pain of eternal death, to
believe upon a Saviour who never died for them.

6. Calvinism teaches that, in ¢ effectual calling,”
¢those whom God hath predestinated to life, and those
only, he is pleased effectually to call”’—that, in this
call, man is * altogether passive,” ¢ until being quick-
ened and renewed by the Holy Spirit, he is thereby
enabled to answer this call.”

Thu s thedoctrine is taught, by unavoidable conse-
quence, that until God “is pleased in his appointed
and accepted time” to regenerate or renew and quick-
en,, or make alive the elect, the preaching of the gos-
pel to them is as useless as preaching it to the trees
of the forest. If they are ¢ passive” until they are
made alive in Christ, or “quickened and renewed by
the Holy Spirit,” then faith and repentance have noth-
ing to do with this quickening or renewing of the
Holy Spirit. And so it comes to pass that this great-
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est of all spiritual changes, which is the root of all ac-
ceptable obedience and Christian progress, is brought
about without the use of any moral means; for most cer-
tainly if the reading, studying and hearing the gospel,
or any other means used by the creature, has anything
to do in bringing about this change, then is he not
wholly passive in it. The renewed state is said to be
a holy state, as the unrenewed state is said to be an
unholy or sinful state. And thus Calvinism teaches
that an unholy state is superinduced without any action
or disobedience on the part of the posterity of Adam;
and so also a holy state is superinduced by the Spirit of
God in the elect, without any action or obedience on
their part. Thus it requires no action of a moral agent
to constitute one a sinner, and no action of a moral
agent to constitute one a saint! And thus moral qual-
ities may exist without moral agents or moral actions!
Such are a few of the beauties of the Calvinistic creed.
This renewing by the direct and effectual operation of
the Spirit, without the use of any means on the part
of the creature, is the first thing in the great process
of human redemption, so far as man is concerned.
Repentance, faith, and all good works follow from re-
generation, in which man is perfectly passive.

7. As Christ never died for the non-elect, and as no
provisions were ever made for their salvation, there-
fore this effectual call by the Spirit is withheld, so that
faith and repentance and coming to Christ are impos-
sible to them ; and, ¢although they may be called by
the ministry of the word and have some common ope-
rations of the Spirit, yet they never truly come to
Christ, and therefore can not be saved.”” Con., p. 65.

But why do they never truly come to Christ? Because
“ by the decree of God for the manifestation of His glo-
ry,” they were “foreordained to everlasting death.” And
yet to manifest the ¢ glorious justice’ of the infinitely
benevolent Jehovah, they are to be damned eternally
for Adam’s sin, and for not coming to Christ, which,
from eternity, he decreed they never should do! Glo-
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rious justice, this! To require an impossibility of a
creature when the want of ability to performn that re-
quirement is no fault of his, and then damn him eter-
nally for not performing it! Such is the glorious jus-
tice and mercy of Calvinism. But to come to the
special point in view in all these references, viz: the
proof of the position that the popular notion of faith
by the immediate operation of the Spirit, nu'lifies the
whole system of means as laid down in the scriptures
for that end. Paul says faith comes by hearing the
word of God. Calvinism says it comes by a special,
effectual operation of the Spirit! Jesus says: These
things are written that you might believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that, believing, you
might have life through his name. Calvinism says:
These things written have never produced living faith
in a single human being, without the superadded, effect-
ual, irresistible operation of the Spirit! The Apostle
John says: Ye receive the testimony of men—the
testimony of God is greater. Calvinism says: You
can receive the testimony of men properly authenti-
cated ; but the testimony of God, though authenticated
“by many infallible proofs,” you can not, without a
special operation of the Spirit, receive at all!

1. But if the Calvinistic theory be correct in regard
to effectual calling, faith, etc., whence the necessity
of the New Testament, with all its facts and evidences,
ordinary and extraordinary, its precepts, promises and
threatenings? If, in his regeneration, or quickening
or renewing by the Holy Spirit, man is “altogether
passive ’—if this greatest of all changes is wrought
upon him without the use of any means, he being
wholly passive, why may not all the Christian graces
be produced in the same way? If the greater difficulty
in the way of his salvation be overcome without ex-
ternal instrumentalities, why not the less? But we
are tired of picking these dry bones of Calvinism.
Wo are happy to know that these ugly features of the
system are rarely introduced in these days. Why then
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should not the creed be renounced? We propose now
to introduce an extract from another article of Eld. J.
T. Johnson, entitled, ¢“TFaith according to the scrip-
tural account.” Messcnger, Vol. vi, No. 2.

“The glad tidings believed impelled the Jews to ac-
tion, and they marched after their leader in full confi-
dence and in joyful anticipation of the proffered de-
liverance. Not being yet freed from the land of bond-
age, we hear nothing of an expression of triumphant
joy. On the contrary, when Pharaoh and his host
pursued and came near, they were in doubt and dread,
and began to murmur. Discovering this, Moses
again spoke to them. Ex. xiv, 13. ¢Fear ye not,
stand still and sce the salvation of the Lord, which
he will show you to-day; for the Egyptians (your op-
pressors), whom you have secn to-day, you shall see
them again no more,” etc.  They had thus far proved
their faith, and God was now about to perform his
great promise to them. ‘And Moses stretched forth his
hand over the sea, and the Lord caused the sea to go
vack,” and they went over upon the dry ground—the
water being on the right and on the left.  But Pharaoh
and his host, essaying to go over, were drowned. ‘And
Israel saw the great work which the Lord did upon the
Egyptians, and the people feared the Lord, and believed
the Lord and his servant Moses.” Chap. xv. ¢ Then
sang Moses and the children of Isracl this song unto
the Lord, and spake, I will sing unto the Lord, for he
hath triumphed gloriously,” ete. 21 v. ¢And Miriam
answered them, Sing ye to the Lord, cte. Thus
were they freed from the land of bondage, and saved
from their enemices, being baptized into Moses in the
cloud and in the sen. Sece a confirmation of this in
Paul’s 1st Letter to the Cor., chap. x.”

We quote agaiw from the Christian Messenger, vol.

H 3 3 [k . 1 e 1 1
vi, page 35: “The promises of God are invariably
counccted with faith aud obedience. His foithfulness
and goodness to the Jews, were manifested in the most
signal manner, so long as they obeyed his word ; but
5
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whenever they disobeyed, the most exemplary punish-
ments were the consequence. That was emphatically
the age of law. Its subjects were not elevated above
the rank of servants, in contrast with the sons of God,
under the gospel age. So Paul proves in his fourth
chapter to the Gallatians. In the wisdom of God, man
has been- placed under different dispensations, which
have been adapted to his condition and circumstances,
in the different ages of the world; from which we learn
one important truth—that man must be taught by ex-
perience. . . .. We will now proceed to show that the
testimony recorded by the evangelists was designed,
as the Apostle John says, to enable us to ‘believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing
we might have life through his mame’ John xx,
31. At his baptism, or immersion, the Spirit of
God descended from heaven like a dove, and it abode
upon him. So testifies John.” We continue to quote
from the same article, from the Christian Messenger,
pages 36-7: “And I knew him not; but that he
should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come
baptizing with [more properly in] water. And John
bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from
heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him; and I
knew him not; but He that sent me to baptize with
[more properly in] water, the same said unto me, upon
whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remain-
ing on him, the same is he who baptizeth with [more
properly in] the Holy Spirit. And I saw and bare
record that this is the Son of God.” '
“Thus introduced by the high credentials of the
Father to the world, as his Son, and after the expira-
tion of the forty days in which he was in the wilder-
ness, he went forth as a minister of the circumcision,
to confirm the promises made to the fathers. The
world is not left to vague conjecture as to his divine
pretensions. At the marriage of Cana of Galilee, the
effect of the miracle there done, is thus described:
¢This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Gal-
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ilee, and manifested forth his glory, and his disciples
believed on him.” John ii, 11. Again: ‘Now
when he was in Jerusalem, at the passover, in the
the feast-day, many believed in his name, when they
saw the miracles which he did;’ 28 v. Nicodemus said
to him: ‘We know that thou art a teacher come from
God ; for no man can do these miracles that thou doest
except God be with him. John iii, 2. The ef-
fect of his interview with the woman of Samaria, is
thus described: ‘And many of the Samaritans believed
on him, for the saying of the woman who testified, he
told me all that ever I did. So when the Samaritans
were come to him, they besought him that he would
tarry with them; and he abode there two days; and
many more believed, because of his own word, and said
unto the woman, now we believe, not because of thy
saying, for we have heard him ourselves, and know,
indeed, that this is the Christ, the Savior of the world.
John iv, 39-42, At the fifty-third verse we have
the effect of healing the nobleman’s son recorded thus:
‘So the father knew it was at the same hour in the
which Jesus said, thy son liveth ; and himself believed,
and his whole house.

“Tt is essential that every person should understand
his duty, that he may do it; for, doubtless, none are
so blinded as to contend that man is required to per-
form an act of service, under the penalty of punish-
ment, which is beyond his powers. We desire the
most rigid and critical examination of the scriptural
testimony on this point, as we are confident that a
false step here has involved thousands in utter confu-
sion and mysticism, and a labyrinth of errors from
which it is next to impossible to extricate them. And
instead of being warned, and retreating from the gross-
est perversion of the testimony and word of God,
many of them gravely stand up in the presence and
hearing of the people, and teach them that the testi-
mony of God, recorded by the prophets and apostles,
is incompetent to produce what they call saving faith,
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or the faith which impels to obedience, and that they
must receive some other assistance, or impetus, before
they can obey. So far as such teachers have influ-
ence, men are taught to act disobediently to the com-
mand of God. All duties and privileges connected
with the salvation of man, are made as clear as noon-
day’s sun; and we have no hesitation jn saying, that
this is one of those lucid propositions about which
there would be no difference of {'udgment, were it not
for a false philosophy. In conclusion of this number,
we would impress upon the mind of the candid reader,
the truth of the proposition, that faith is the offspring
of the Spirit. All that is known, or knowable, of God,
and of his designs, or his favor, or grace toward the
family of man, is derived from the living oracles; and
those oracles were delivered to us by those who were
under the influence and guidance of the Spirit. And
yet we flatter ourselves with the hope that many who
are yet contending for some physical, or other un-
scriptural, work of the Spirit, will acknowledge the
force of the miracles wrought by the power of God,
and the teaching of the Spirit, as recorded, are all-
sufficient to enable men to believe and obey; and that
the rejection of such evidence constitutes the ground

. of condemnation in every land where the gospel is
heard.” Thus far Elder J. T. Johnson.

And thus we have.from him, not a theory of faith,
or the means of faith, but an actual matter-of-fact
demonstration of the philosophy of faith, or the sim-
ple meanshbiy which faith is superinduced. God ap-
peared to Moses, and by evidences addressed to him
as a reasonable creature, convinced him that he pur-
posed to save the children of Israel, through his
agency, from the cruel bondage of Egypt. And, un-
der the influence of his faith, he went upon his mis-
sion. In the name of God he presented such evidences
to the children of Israel assatisfied them that Jeho-
vah had determined to deliver them; and thus they
were disposed to believe it, and put themselves under
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the guidance of Moses, the servant of God. Thus
their faith came by hearing the word and seeing the
works of God. So under the Christian economy.
The inspired Apostle John says: “These things are
written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that believing you might have
life through his name.” I close this chapter by a sin-
gle word, showing the direct conflict between the
scripture account of faith, as we have seen, and the
Calvinistic account of it.

The apostle says we must have faith in order to
life ; Calvinism says we must have life in order to
faith! Reader, which will you believe, the Apostle
John of Christianity, or the Apostle John of Calvin-
ism? The first was divinely inspired—the second was
a great, and I hope a good man, but uninspired, like
ourselves.

CHAPTER VI

Notices of his various labors, and the success attending them during
the year 1832, with miscellaneous matters connected with the inter-
est of the cause.

It is not possible to ascertain very definitely the
amount of good accomplished by brother Johnson
during the year 1832, as he was just commencing his
evangelical career, and his labors were mostly asso-
ciated with others. The writer was often with him dur-
ing that as well as subsequent years, and takes pleas-
ure in bearing testimony to his untiring zcal, the suc-
cess and acceptableness of his labors. Being a young
evangelist, older preachers frequently took the lead in
the meetings he attended, received confessions, and
baptized the converts. Still he baptized a good many
during the first year of the union. In the February
number of the Messenger, pages 63-4, he thus writes
in reference to the union and its results. This paper
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is signed, “ Editors,” yet any one who knows the style
of the two men, will be morally certain that this arti-
cle is from the pen of J. T. Johnson. He says:
“Qur friends have been heretofore notified of the ben-
eficial and happy results of the meetings held by the
the Christians and reformers (so called by way of dis-
tinction), at Geargetown, Lexington and Paris. Wo
have had a second meeting, embracing Georgetown
and the Great-Crossings, which commenced on the
night of the tenth, at the first named place, and ended
on Monday following. The fruits of these meetings
begin to be realized. Six intelligent and respectable
persons confessed and obeyed the Lord Jesus, and
many more were seriously impressed.”” This inspired
him with strong faith and hope, and he adds: “We
trust many are on the eve of accepting the offered
salvation. Brethren John Smith,T.M. Allen and L. J.
Fleming were with us during the meetings at George-
town and the Crossings. The truth was presented in
a clear, lucid and forcible manner ; and the mists of
darkness are passing away from the minds of a highly
intelligent and respectable community.

We are more and more convinced, from experience
and observation, that when Christians meet on the
foundation of apostles and prophets, Jesus himself
being the chief corner stone, and determine to abide
in their teaching and institutions, unmingled with hu-
man speculations, traditions and conjectures, that it
will eventuate in the destruction of all sectarianism,
and that Christians will present themselves as the one
body under the one head. Then will exist that heav-
enly state of things spoken of by Paul. ¢For there
is one body and one spirit, and one hope ; one Lord,
one faith and one immersion ; one God and Father of
all, ete.” How like the benevolent Johnson! The
very thought of such a union, so essential to the hap-
piness of the subjects of it, and so necessary to the
conversion of the world, filled his soul to overflowing,
and in the ardor of his zeal he thus exclaims: g,
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Christians ! we call upon you by all the tender and
affectionate ties which bind us together, to discard
everything that has a tendency to' mar so glorious a
work! As we have been attracted to the center of
the great circle by the magnet of the gospel, the com-
mon and only bond of union, who will say, nay? We
hope better things of you.” On page 64 of the Feb-
ruary number of the Messenger, the editors say:
¢ Qur meetings in Georgetown and neighborhood are
of an interesting character. Many are seriously af-
fected by the truth. On Friday last, we immersed
five, and on the day following one more, in George-
town.”

In the April number of the Messenger, on page
125, we have the following report from the editors:
¢ Since our March number, brother John Rogers, one
of the traveling evangelists, has been with us ncarly
a week, and at one of our meetings, after he had ad-
dressed the congregation, we invited persons to con-
fess the Lord Jesus, when nine persons came forward
and made the good confession. The glorious cause of
the union is rapidly advancing. Since our last num-
ber issued we have immersed twenty (composed of
males and females), for the remission of sins, ete.
Brethren, let us pray for each other.”

From the May number of the Christian Messenger,
page 158, we have the following items regarding J. T
Johnson, the junior editor of the paper: “On the
21st and 22d of this month (April), the junior editor
was with brother P. S, Full at the Forks of Llkhorn,
where he had the pleasure of witnessing the immer-
sion of five persons. On the 29th, the junior cditor
immersed onc in Georgetown, and on the 6th of May
nine persons.”

In the June number, we have the following items
from brother Johnson, dated May 17,1832 ¢ We have
just received an encouraging letter from brother Henry
Monfort, of Eaton, Ohio. Through this medium we
have a favorable uccount of the Bible cause in Cincin-
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nati, Eaton, New Paris, and Oxfor]. The spirit of
Christianity which has been carried out in and about
Georgetown, has been attended with the most benefi-
cial consequences. The results abroad are even more
favorable than we had anticipated. That our friends
may rejoice with us, we make the following extracts:
“The union spoken of in your country, rejoices (I
think) the heart of every Christian, and I beseech
God it may universally prevail: for union my heart
pants—for union we all pray—but union without love is
not desirable. O! that Christians would be more engaged
in cultivating love; for love is of God, and where love
is there is God, for God is love. A goodly number
have submitted to baptism at New Paris within two
months. May the Lord help Christians everywhere.”

Again brother Johnson writes, on the same page:
“On Lord’s day (the 13th May), brother F. Palmer
had a meeting at Bethel, in this county, and received
the good confession from five persons. On the
same day, brother Davis and myself attended a very
large and attentive audience in this county, at Sugar-
Ridge meeting-house, and a lady came forward and
made the good confession. Scarce a mecting passes
without additions.”" On page 221 of the July No. of
the Messenger for 1832, we have this record from the
pen of J.T. Johnson: ¢ Within the bounds of the
evangelists, John Smith and John Rogers, since our
last, Thave been baptized 114. We have heard of more,
but have not sufficient information to state acsurately.”

Allusion has been made already to a successful tour
the writer made early in May, 1832, embracing among
other points, Georgetown and its vicinity, and Cane-
ridge. At these points J. T. Johnson was présent,
and at Caneridge, especially, he was the chief
speaker. I think this was his first visit to Caneridge,
as it was but a few mounths after the union. TF.R.
Palmer was at that time the regular preacher of the
Church. Our preachers then were generally settled
as to the scriptural views of baptism for remission of
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sins.  Still, in many of the Churches, there was con-
siderable hesitancy. I shall never forget that on Mon-
day of that meeting, for the first time at that place,
I presented the teaching of Peter on the question of
baptism for remission of sins. I consulted brother
Palmer, my senior, and a very prudent and sensible
man, as to the propriety of my preaching on that sub-
ject. Ile consented, I thought, somewhat reluctantly:
having some fears as to the result. But the results
were favorable, and he was much pleased. As the re-
port I made of my tour, and especially of the meeting
at Caneridge, has an intimate connection with the
life of J. 'I'. Johnson, I will make some extracts from
it. It will be found in the Gth Vol. of the Christian
Messenger, pages 218-19. It is dated—
CaRrLISLE, May 16, 1832.

Dear Brethren: 1 have just returned from a two
weeks’ tour through the counties of Harrison, Scott,
Woodford, Jessamine and Bourbon. Truth is on its
march, conquering and to conquer! I am happy to
inform you that the following additions were made to
the congregations at the following places: At George-
town and its vicinity, 18 were added; at Clear Creek
and Versailles, 11; at Nicholasville, 3; and at Cane-
ridge 23—making in all 50 persons. The meeting at
Caneridge, which commenced the Saturday before the
2d Lord’s day of May, was decidedly one of the most
intercsting mcetings I ever attended. Never did I
sce manifested more deep feeling unmingled with en-
thusiasm ; all was decency and good order. None
appeared to act from the mere iinpulse of momentary
excitement, but from deep conviction. The teaching
brethren present, were F. R. Palmer, J. T. Johnson,
J. Irvin, R. Batson, and myself. Brethren, let us re-
joice in the Lord, for he is good—his mercy endureth
forever, and his truth to all generations. O! He is
our Sun and Shield: He will give us grace and glory,
and no good will He withhold from us if we walk up-
rightly before him. May the Lord help us to walk
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uprightly! We have nothing to fear but sin. If we
walk in the light as he is in the light, we will have fel-
lowship one with another, and the blood .of Christ will
cleanse us from all sin. The cause is the Lord’s, and
must prevail. We have no system to support; but,
thank heaven, we have a system to support us—to
make us wise to salvation—to furnish us thoroughly
to every good work. If we have any misconceptions
of the Book, i will remove them ; and, in so far as we
have correct views, it will sustain them. Standing,
then, upon this foundation, we have nothing to fear.
If our opponents can convince us of any errors, we
shall heartily thank them. We, therefore, challenge
investigation—open, free, candid, Christian investiga-
tion. Error, however sanctified by age, or supported
by great names, has no charms for us. Just so far,
therefore, as the sects promote the cause of truth, so
far they promote our cause; and so far as they oppose
the truth, they oppose our cause; for we have lashed
our fortunes to the Bible, the Bible alone, and nothing
but the Bible, and with it, by the grace of God, we will
7i8e or fall. Amen.

Ah, me! we have been dreaming, and causing the
world to dream, upon the subject of Christianity! Our
teachings have, in many instances, been calculated to
make enthusiasts, fanatics, mere creatures of feeling,
of passion and imagination, rather than sober, reflect-
ing, obedient Christians. We have introduced false
standards of religion. Instead of trying ourselves by
the word of God, which is to judge us at the last day,
we have set up our experiences, or dreams and vis.
ions, by which to try one another’s religion; and thus
our eurs have been turned away from the truth, and
turned unto fables. But I must close, by subscribing
myself your brother in hope of immortality.

Joux RoGERS.

From the time of the Caneridge meeting, described
above, J. T. Johnson began to rise rapidly as an evan-
gelist to that pre-eminence which, in many respects,
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he subsequently attained. Time would fail us to at-
tempt to give a full account of the triumphs of the
truth, during the first year of our union, even in their
connection with the labors of our beloved Johnson.
We, therefore, close this part of our history for the
present year, with the following words from his pen,
taken from the Christian Messenger for 1832, page 320:

“The efforts of Christians this year [’32] have
wrought an astonishing change in Kentucky. They
\have every reason to rejoice, and not to flag in well-
doing. Their efforts should be redoubled for the com-
ing year. Let every disciple prepare for the harvest.”
How characteristic of a great captain—of J. T. John-
son—is this language! He never wearied in well-
doing. And, as a great captain in the Lord’s army,
he inspired all the soldiers of the cross, wherever he
went, with his own confidence and courage.

Speaking, in the close of this communication, of
those who had been selected, as evangelists, to ride
through the northern portions of Kentucky, to pro-
mote the union, he says:- ¢“The success of the breth-
ren this year—their indefatigable industry, their de-
votion to the cause—should rouse us to action, and
dispose us to continue, at least the present number, in
the field of operations. We hope every Christian will
feel it his high privilege to assist in this glorious re-

. formation. J. T. Jounson.”

During this year, B. W. Stone and J. T. Johnson
published a hymn book, which is, I think, a very good
collection of hymns—many of which are in our pres-
ent hymn book.

We propose to close this chapter with some extracts
from the writings of J.T. Johnson, written near the
close of the year 1832, I am the more disposed to
let the subject of this work, as far as I can, speak for
himself, that those who knew him not, may not be de-
pendent for their estimate of his character upon the
judgment of the biographer, who is, certainly, in this
case, a personal friend. When I read a biography, I
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may be pleased with the style of the writer, and soon
understand his estimate of the character of him whose
life he writes. But his estimate may be very. inaccu-
rate—the result of his prejudice for or against the
subject of the work. But when he places before me
the subject of his work, in a great variety of circum-
stances and attitudes, reaching through a long series
of years, dressed out in garments of his own choosing,
he furnishes me the means of forming my own inde-
pendent judgment. On this account, I value, above
all other Lives of that much-abused, great and good
man, Oliver Cromwell, the one edited by that eccen-
tric and quaint writer, Carlyle. In harmony, there-
fore, with this view, it is proposed to present you the
Life of Johnson.

In the Christian Messenget for October, on pages
295-6-17, you will find the following: ¢Every week
adds fresh testimonials to the power of the gospel,
when presented in its simplicity and purity, divested
of all human appendages. Our recent visit to Sharps-
burg, confirmed our convictions of the glorious results
about to be realized, in the restoration of the ancient
order of things. '

Our lives must respond to the question, Is Chris-
tianity of divine origin? Pure religion and undefiled
before God, is this, to visit the fatherless and widows
in their afflictions [for their relief], and to keep our
selves unspotted by the vices of the world. . ... The
prayer of our Lord, for the union of his followers, is
accomplishing much faster than we anticipated. The
principalities and powers arrayed against us, have
produced despondency in many minds. But the ranks
of Jesus can boast of many choice spririts, who have
pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred
honor, to abide the doctrine, and obey the require-
ments, of Him who gave his life a ransom for the world.
Thus far, we have every reason for joy and rejoicing.
This year has developed more fully the powerful ef-
fects of a practical union of Christians; and the result
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bids us be steadfast, immovable; and to march on, al-
ways abounding in the work of the Lord.

Under the influence of this state of things, we
have seen the most intelligent men and women; the
most refractory, obstinate and rebellious sinners; the
rich and poor, all at the same time, bowing to the au-
thority of the Lord Jesus, and putting him on by sub-
mitting to the divine institution of immersion. We
have seen the lion, ag it were, turned into the lamb,
the raven changed to a dove, and all human distine-
tions done away, by that all-powerful leveler, the gos-
pel of our salvation.  All this has been achieved by
those who take the word of God alone for the light of
their feet, and the lamp of their path; while the op-
position of the sects has waxed warmer and warmer,
and while they have heaped upon us every opprobri-
ous epithet.

Instead of uniting with us in endeavoring to enthrone
the apostles of our Lord; instead of exerting them-
selves, with us in a combined effort, in presenting the
glad tidings to sinners, as every way creditable and
worthy of their belief and reception; instead of co-
operating with us in holding forth the word of life in
its great plainness and simplicity, and thereby leav-
ing sinners without excuse—almost all the sects have
been denouncing upon us the vengeance of heaven.
They have mystified the word of God by double mean-
ings, and.no meaning at all, in order that a domineer-
ing priesthood might lord it over God’s heritage.

J. T. Jouxson.”

We close this chapter with the following character-
istic article from vol. vi, of the Christian Messenger,
pages 316-17-18. It is headed,* Christian knowledge
and practice.” ¢ Whatever has a tendency to pro-
mote the happiness of Christians, should be their
daily study and constant pursuit. As this is a matter
of the very first importance, we should endeavor to
ascertain those sources, or principles, or institutions,
from which alone true happiness can be derived. It
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may be assumed as undeniably true, that true happi-
ness is unattainable* but by a knowledge of the will
of God, and obedience to it...... Witnout knowl-
edge or faith, it is impossible to please God. With-
out a knowledge of his character and will, we should
be totally ignorant in regard to what is required of
us; and without obedience man could not be happy,
formed and organized as he is. We discover the wis-
dom and benevolence of God in adapting his laws and
institutions to the human family in their perishing
circumstances, requiring not only faith but obedience ;
and in this we have developed to us a principle in the
organization of man, which should never be lost sight
of. Men must be engaged about something. We
would do well, then, to keep those under our care en-
gaged in laudable and virtuous pursuits. All experi-
ence attests that happiness can not be found in the
pursuit or acquisition of anything earthly; or that
has for its object an earthly gratification. All
Christian experience attests that a well-grounded hope
of the inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, presented in the .gospel, can and
does impart a happiness which fully meets all the
wants of human nature.

Considering that these things are so, O, how vastly
below the mark do- Christians fall! They have failed
and neglected to avail themselves of their high priv-
ileges and enjoyments. I fear the behavior of pro-
fessors falls far short of their knowledge of their Fath-
er’s will. So long as this is the case, religion will
present a sickly and languishing appearance. This
13 an age of inquiry and of revolution. The true
principles of reformation are in successful develop-
ment. The cause is succeeding beyond our most san-
guine anticipations. The world is awaking from its
slumbers. The watchmen are on the towers sounding
the heavenly notes of peace and good will to men.
These are the notes of destraction to sectarianism,
and therefore they have buckled on their armor for



ELDER J. T. JOIINSON. 63

the battle. They have leagued their forces against
us, and it becomes every soldier of Jesus to discharge
his duty faithfully, The Captain of our salvation
stands at the head of his troops, and promises a.vic-
tory which, though it may cost them their lives, will
secure a crown of never fading glory.”” How char-
acteristic of J. . Johnson is such teaching! While
I transcribe it, I sce him before me as I used so often
to see him, in the great congregations, fired with an
ardent zeal for the glory of God in the union of his
people and the salvation of the world. In view of
what God has done for them, he arraigns professors
for their delinquencies. And then to arouse and
stimulate them, he arrays before them the great prin-
ciples of the reformation, in which he sees so ¢learly
the means of heaven’s appointment for the destruc-
tion of sects, the union of. Christians, and the con-
version of the world. And then, in a style and man-
ner all his own, with his countenance glowing with his
own peculiar elaquence, he brings before the Christ-
ians the mighty hosts of enemies they have to en-
counter and overcome ; and to prepare them for the
onset, and inspire them with the confidence of a glo-
rious victory, he points them to the great Captain of
their salvation, who is standing at the head of his vic-
torious troops, and holding out to every faithful sol-
dier of the cross a mever fading crown of glory!
And thus, while his soul is all aglow with the grand
themes of life and death, of heaven and hell, of vic-
tory and defeat, I hear him exclaim, as I so often
used to hear him, ¢ Take care! Beware!” Oras in
the next sentences in the article which we have been
transeribing, “ Who will apostatize ? Who will prove
recreant in such a glorious cause? None, we hope.”
Hear him further:

“ We are well aware of the need there is for labor-
ers in the Lord’s vincyard, instead, however, of being
discouraged and repining;”’—What remedy does our
beloved Johnson suggest? I well remember how often
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we older preachers, in those days, talked of the few
young men who were coming forward to take the
places of the older preachers, as they should pass off
the stage. And I know iv was considered one of the
most discouraging features connected with our move-
ment. But what was the remedy proposed by the
subject of these papers? Hear it: “Let each soldier
discharge double—jyea, treble duties, and the cause
will advance with a rapidity hitherto unexampled.”
This is the language of a true man. He was sure he
was right, and was, therefore, confident of success.
If we have a great work to perform, and but few to do
it, we must work the harder, and to the best advan-
tage. With the truth to sustain us, “one can chase a
thousand, and two can put ten thousand to flight.”
“Not by might, nor by power: but by my Spirit, saith
the Lord.” We continue our quotations: *“We need
not look for the assistance of the sects. They will no
more assist us in the reformation, than did the sects
in the days of the apostles [assist them]. There are
many eminent exceptions now, as then. But as sects,
they will contend to the last—if the obstinacy, the de-
struction, and dispersion of the Jews, is at all a type
of the existing order of things. Let every Christian
have his heart devoted to personal reformation, equal
to his knowledge of Christian duty. Let the practice
of the Christian virtues be ever predominant, and ex-
hibit a luster to the world which will win souls to
Christ. Let each one do all the good he can to his
neighbors, his family and friends. And if he is not
cloquent in words, he can be eloquent and powerful in
deeds. Thus the weakest disciples can effect wonders.
Were all properly harnessed, disciplined and working
together, we should witness a tenfold greater acces-
sion to the cause. Christians, are you not willing to
sacrifice something of your care for the success of the
cause of Christ? Have you the salvation of men and
women at heart, and will you not consent to march
forth to the help of the saints ?
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When a teacher visits a congregation, he can soon
tell whether they are cold and heartless, or warm, alive,
animated, and in the discharge of duty. Their very
countenances will indicate life or death. If they be
healthy in faith, their health beams in their counte-
nances; animation sparkles in the eye; courage and
animation burst forth in songs of praise. Humility
breathes in prayer; and if everything is right, sinners
will confess the Lord Jesus. Oh! that we may all
grow in favor, increase in knowledge, and abound in
every good word and work. J. T. Jouxsox.”

CHAPTER VII.—1833.

His reverence for the word of God, and his unmitigated hostility to
the traditions of men—The perfection of the gospel-scheme—The
gospel the power of God to salvation—Our union and its glorious
results—Exhorts to greater diligence—Denounces human creeds and
schims as anti-Christian—An argument against them.

The year 1833, forms a memorable epoch in the his-
tory of Kentucky. During that year, for the first
time, that terrible and most mysterious disease, the
Asiatic cholera—that fearful scourge of the nations,
“that walketh in darkness,and wastes at noonday”’—
swept over Kentucky like a desolating tornado, hur-
rying into the grave, in frightful disorder and confu-
sion, thousands upon thousands of our citizens, leavin
in its train myriads of bleeding hearts and blaste
hopes. The writer can never forget that year.

It was a remarkable year, also, as we shall see, for
the success of our plea for the union of Christians,
and the conversion of sinners. We introduce to the
notice of our readers the subject of these papers in
his opening address, for the year 1833, found on page
7, vol. vii of the Messenger:

“To the Patrons of the Christian Messenger : —Weo
commenced our editorial career with a determination
to present the {ruth of God, fearlessly, to the public

6
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mind, fully convinced that a more acceptable service
could not be rendered, at this crisis, than to assist in
exposing the absurdities of the traditions of men, and
inspiring the greatest reverence for the word of God,
as delivered to us by the apostles.”

The above extract presents most clearly two promi-
nent traits in the character of John T. Johnson: his
supreme reverence for the word of God, and his un-
conquerable and unmitigated hostility to the traditions
of men, which either obscure or make void the truth
of God. He had a mind and heart ever ready to
respond to the first, believing, as he did, that the high-
est reason in the universe for accepting anything as
true, is found in the fact, that God has said it. But,
precisely in the ratio of his devotion to the word of
God, was his hostility to the traditions of men; for
these he had the most profound contempt. Hear him
as he expatiates upon the perfection of the divine sys-
tem: “We believe (and our faith is the offspring of
apostolic testimony) that the record which God has
given of his Son—the gospel—the law of Christ, the.
means of salvation which God has devised and exhib-
ited in the sacred scriptures, are perfectly adapted to
the recovery and healing of the nations; that all the
parts are perfect and complete ; and that every effort
of man to supply supposed defects, or to dispense with
supposed redundancies, has resulted injuriously to the
human family, in proportion to the magnitude of the
departure from God’s system of rendering man happy
and saving him.

Every system of religion, other than that developed
in the sacred record, is one of tyranny and oppres-
sion. The history of the world is summoned in proof.
To believe God and obey him implicitly has, in every
age of the world, been the means of imparting as
much happiness as man is susceptible of, and his moral
powers and character can thus alone be fully and fairly
developed.

God has adapted means to ends in the moral as well
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as the natural world. By the use of the mecans we
reach the proposed end or object. By their neglect
we fail to attain it. There are precise and definite
means adapted to precise and definite ends. The gos-
pel is the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth. Why did not the apostle declare it was
a power of God unto salvation? (or, that it is a dead
letter?) He has told us of no other power of God
unto salvation, therefore we should refrain from specu-
lating in relation to this matter. As it (the gospel) is
declared to be the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth, we can fully appreciate the
declaration of Paul: ‘If any man preach any other
gospel than that which we have preached unto you,
let him be accursed.” So deeply impressed was he
with the awful malignity of the sin of perverting the
gospel, he repeats the denunciation, including even an
angel, should one have the temerity to preach a differ-
ent gospel, which, indeed, could be no other than a
pretended gospel. The subject is perfectly plain and
easy to those whose minds are free from prejudice,
and who desire to learn the truth.”

If the opponents of J. . Johnson thought he was
uncharitable, because of the severity of his language
against all perversions and perverters of the gospel,
they misconceived him. He was a man of a large
heart and a liberal hand. It was his zeal for the truth
of God, the honor of God, the perfection of the gos-
gel scheme, coupled with his ardent love for his race,
that led him so strongly to denounce all perversions
and perverters of the gospel. Indeed, precisely in
the ratio of his love for his race, was his abhorrence
of whatever, in his judgment, obscured the beautics
of the blessed gospel, and prevented that race from
enjoying its full benefits.

Let us now hear something from what we may call
J. T. Johnson’s New-Year’s address to his Christian
friends. C. Messenger, vol. vii, pages 8, 9, 10, 11.

“My Christian friends, a new year, even 1833, has
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opened onus. We have just passed through the trials
and sufferings of one campaign. We have likewise
shared largely in its joys. A rich harvest has been
the reward. Many of our friends, children and neigh-
bors have felt and enjoyed the benign and heavenly in-
fluence of a united effort in the cause of the Redeemer.
The year 1832 will be handed down to posterity as a
glorious era. They who have participated in this no-
ble struggle for the freedom of the sons and daughters
of the Lord Almighty, enjoy a peace of mind that
passeth understanding ; a conscience void of offense
toward God and man, and a fortitude inspired by the
sustaining promises and influence of Him who spake
as never man spake.

The warfare has but just commenced. Let every
soldier gird on the heavenly armor, and not be weary
in well doing. And seeing we are compassed about
with ‘80 great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight and the sin that does so easily beset us,
and let us run with patience the race set before us,
looking off to Jesus, the author and finisher of the
faith, who, for the joy set before him, endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the
right hand of the throne of God. Have you endured,
as he did, all the ignominy and slander and misrepre-
sentation which your opponents have heaped upon
you? Have you counted all things loss for the ex-
cellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord,
and set at naught and disregarded the shame which
our enemies have attempted to put us to? If you
have not, let this year testify to our improvement.
Who among you can say, ‘I have been of service to
my children, my friends, my neighbors, my enemies,
during the past year? Who can say that he or she
has been the means of bringing one soul to the knowl-
edge of the truth?”’

What admirsble lessons are here presented! What
purity and nobleness of sentiment and feeling! What
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elevation of thought! What grandeur and sublimity
of purpose!

Our author sets out in his own peculiar martial style,
and recounts the trials and sufferings of our first cam-
paign, and also its joys and triumphs. He speaks in
language full of Christian feeling of the multitudes
of our children, friends and neighbors, who have felt
and enjoyed the benign and heavenly influence of the
union of God’s people. And, doubtless, in special
reference to our union, which was formed in 1832, he
speaks of it as one which will be handed down to pos-
terity as forming a glorious era in our religious his-
tory. He speaks in glowing terms of the high and
holy joys of those who had participated in the noble
struggle for the freedom of the sons and daughters of
the Lord Almighty. But to stimulate the soldiers of
the cross to deeds of noble Christian daring in another
campaign, he adds: ¢ The warfare has but just com-
menced ;’therefore let every soldier gird on his armor
and away to the ficld of glory. Let him look at the
cloud of witnesses surrounding him, ¢who, through
faith, subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, ob-
tained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched
the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
out of weakness were made strong, turned to flight
the armies of the aliens;’ and rest assured that he who
enabled them to triumph will give him the victory.
Let him, therefore, lay aside every weight and the sin
so easily committed, and let him run with patience the
race for glory, honor and immortality, that he may
have cternal life.  And, if he would have an additional
motive to perseverance, let him look off to Jesus, and
see what he suffered, and what he achieved for himself
and for us; and let him uever be faint nor weary in his
mind. He especially urges the Christians, in view of
the glorious example of the blessed Saviour, to bear,
without murmuring or resentment,“the ignominy, the
slanders and misrepresentations of our opponents, the
shame and disgrace they would heap upon us.”
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John T. Johnson was not of those who would give
undue importance to the teachers of Christianity, and
thus put it into their power to lord it over God’s heri-
tage. He would have Christians all actively engaged
in the work of the Lord—edifying one another, build-
ing each other up on their most holy faith—not de-
pending on the preacher to do everything for them.
But let us hear further from our author: ¢ Many in-
telligent and stubborn minds have bowed to the match-
less power of the truth during the past year. Lights
have been springing up all over the country. Great
accessions have been made to the cause of heaven.
With such increased forces and lights, shall we be
satisfied with no additional efforts (to those made last
year)? And are the conquests to the kingdom of the
Redeemer to be less (this year than they were last)
with such increased power and means? Let none sleep
upon their posts. Our Leader calls for activity, dili-
gence and untiring perseverance. Who of you can
faulter, while there is a sinner to save, and while we
call to remembrance such heavenly motives as Peter
%resents, when he exclaims: ‘Blessed be the God and

ather of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to
his abundant mercy, hath begotten us to a living hope
of an inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are
kept by the power of God, through faith, unto salva-
tion, ready to be revealed in the last time !’”

I feel my soul all animated with increased ardor in-
the cause of my Divine Master, even while I tran-
scribe the fervid exhortations of this great captain of
the hosts of God, and while in imagination he stands
up before me, as he was wont to do in years gone by,
and I catch the shrill and peculiar tones of his spirit-
stirring voice, and meet the glance of his keen, search-
ing black eye, all flashing with the fire of Christian
courage and love—his whole countenance beaming
with animation and earnestness—and I hear him ex-
claim, with thrilling effect, as I have often heard him,
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in this or similar language, ¢ Who can falter while
there is a sinner to convert?’ But let us hear our
author further:

“We have endeavored to discharge our duties the
past year. The year before us, we believe, is full of
important cvents; and we intend to discharge the trust
reposed in us, whatever difficulties may interpose.
Whether we have met the public expectation is not a
matter of inquiry.” Nay, verily, J. T. Johnson did
not stop to inquire whether or not he pleased the pub-
lic. He was chiefly concerned to know that he did
his duty, and had the approbation of his God and his
conscience. Hence he adds: ‘“We would prefer the
approval of the Lord Jesus, to all the pomp, and
pageanty, and smiles of the world. Our confidence
increases with the advance of the present reformation.
It has sustained itself against the united assaults of
the leading sccts of the day, and has increased with
unparalleled rapidity. So lame and weak are their
efforts, and such is the mighty influence of truth, that
they have grown wise enough, if wisdom it can be
called, to withdraw their forces from the range of hear-
ing. They have learned that when truth comes in
contact with the organs of hearing, it is very apt to
leave a favorable impression on the mind, notwith-
standing the dcadness of the word, in the apprehen-
sion of some. If not received in the love of it, they
know it leaves a tingling which it takes them some
time to get clear of; and rather than have their re-
pose disturbed, they have issued their restraining or-
ders; and thus there is no danger, except from those
who are mutinying within their own bosom. The
seeds of mortality belong to, and are sown in, all the
scets. They have long since sprouted and grown up
to maturity, and are now ripening for dissolution.
They can not live together in peace. Human means
and distinctions, and human creeds, are an abomina-
tion to heaven. They are the relics of the man of
sin, and they are destined to destruction. Lot thoso
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who participate in such anti-Christian efforts, beware
of the consequences. ¢Come out of her, my people,’
etc. It is painful to probe the wound. But philan-
thropy—yea, our Master bids us do it. We can not
cry peace! peace! when there is no peace. We can
not say well done, when it is badly done. We can
not say all is right, when nearly all is wrong.”

Such were the views and feelings and purposes of
J. T. Johnson. Such is the mirror he has Eung up
before the world, in which all may see the man as he
was, without disguise. He speaks in terms of the
most decided hostility of sects and human creeds, and
all humanisms, in religion. Do you say his language
is most uncharitable? That depends upon the decis-
ion of the question: whether his language is true.
For, certainly, if it is true, it is most benevolent and
charitable to announce it. J. T. Johnson was not of
those who believe in the propriety, the necessity—nay,
more, the utility, of what are self-styled evangelical
sects. He believed most sincerely that they are the
bane of Christianity ; that they present an insuperable
bar to the union of God’s people, and the conversion
of the world, as contemplated in the prayer of Christ.
In taking such a stand as this—against all the powera
of Romanism, and all the combined strength of evan-
gelical Protestanism—tearing himself away from the
honors and emolaments of the world, and of a popular
religious party, and from many of his dearest friends
and connections—what but the purest motives, a deep
sense of duty to God and man, could have impelled
him to it? The question of the correctness, or incor-
rectness, of the position taken by our author, is a very
grave one, and deserves a very grave consideration.
His position is, that “sectarianism is heresy,” and is,
therefore, a work of the flesh. Or, in other words,
that the sects have no divine charter for their exist-
ence; that they are self-constituted, and, as such, stand
in the way of the union of Christians, and the conver-
sion of the world; and that, therefore, as sects, they
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must die, and all the humanisms that sustain them,
must die with them. But here, we beseech you, can-
did regder, let not J. T. Johnson, and those who plead
the same cause, be misapprehended. It does not fol-
low that because we believe, with the strongest pos-
sible conviction, that all sects, with their human plat-
forms, are of -human origin, and, as such, must die;
that, therefore, we deny that God has a people among
them. This would be doing us great injustice. I
presume we would be very safc in saying, that even Ro-
manism, with all its fearful corruptions and abuses, in
comparison with Paganism, has been a blessing to the
world; and, certainly, we can say much more for Pro-
testantism. Indeed, we take pleasure in saying, that
to the great Protestant reformers, the world owes an
immense debt of gratitude; that even Roman Catholic
countries, in spite of themselves, have been benefited
by the great Protestant Reformation : much more have
all Protestant nations been blessed by it. We, there-
fore, highly appreciate the labors of the Wyckliffes,
the Husses, the Luthers, the Calvins, the Melancthons,
the Zwingles, the Knoxes, the Wesleys, the Whitfields,
and all their co-operants in the great work of giving
the world clearer views of Bible truth, and greater
love for its teachings—more Christian knowledge and
spirituality. Our quarrel, therefore, is not with the
saving-truth which the sects hold; nor the meekness,
and gentleness, and picty, and the many works of
faith, labors of love, and patience of hope many of
them cxhibit in their daily deportment. All this is
of God—is the result of the influence of truth—of the
grace of God—the Spirit of God, and is wholly inde-
pendent—nay, in spite—of their humanisms. But our-
quarrel is with a principle of Popery, embodied in
every human creed, and standing in eternal antagon-
ism to all true Christian progress, and the union of the
people of God. We say, theretore, emphatically, with
our author, that the seeds of death are inseparable
from the very being of the sects, are incorporated into
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their constitutions; and, therefore, union among them
is impossible. They carry in their own bosoms the
elements of strife, the fire which will burn them up.
Burn them up!" yes, burn up the dross of their secta-
rianism, but save the gold of their Christianity.

But what is that principle embodied in every secta-
rian platform, which is subversive of Christian union?
It is a radical misconception of the true basis of Chris-
tian union—the making opinions, rather than the faith,
the test of union. TFor the truth of this position, we
appeal to every human creed in Christendom. Let
the two most popular creeds of Protestants, serve as
specimens of the rest. I mean the Westminster and
Methodist creeds.. The great parties based upon these
creeds, now recognize each other as evangelical ; and
yet it is perfectly clear, that while they maintain their
creeds as tests of union, they never can be one peo-
ple—cordially co-operating, as the first Christians did,
in the great work of evangelizing the world. Why
not? They concede that their differences involve no
vital point—no article of faith or practicé essential to
salvation. Their separate antagonistic organizations,
therefore, are the more inexcusable, because, accord-
ing to their own showing, they are based upon non-
essential differences! But we wish to look a little
more carefully into this whole subject, and show, by
a series of matter-of-fact arguments, and recognized
important truisms, the unlawfulness of sects and hu-
man creeds, as both causes and effects of schims. And,

1. In the first place, it is a matter of fact, that in
the days of Paul the Christians were exhorted to
keep the unity of the Spirit; for the reasons that
there is one body, and one spirit, one hope, one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, one God and father of all, who
is above all, through all, and in you all. They were
enjoined to speak the same thing, and to be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same
Judgment, that there might be no divisions among
them. They were exhorted to stand fastin one spirit,
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with one mind, striving together for the faith of the
gospel. There was something saving called the faith
of the gospel, and for this they were to contend earn-
estly.

2. It is a truism, that all the representations of
scripture regarding the Church proclaim its unity, and
utterly forbid all schisms, all distinet antagonistic or-
ganizations. The passage we have just quoted de-
clares the Church to be one body, animated by one
spirit, inspired by one hope, having all put on the one
Lord, by the one faith, in the one baptism, and all to-
gether trusting and rejoicing in the one God and
Father of all, who is over all, and with all, and in you
all.

3. The Church is compared to a building fitly
framed—to a temple—a habitation of God, Ey the
Spirit. If, then, the Church is fitly represented by
one building, occupied by one family, all animated by
one common spirit, it can not be represented by one
hundred buildings, all differing in their structure and
occupied by different families, inspired by different
spirits and antagonistic interests! The. first repre-
sentation presents the unity of the Church, as it ex-
isted in the days of the apostles. The second, the
schisms which exist now, and have for ages existed.

4, Tt is a fact, that Paul rebuked the Corinthians
sharply for indulging a spirit of schism, though no
open rupture had occurred. If, then, schism, even in
its incipiency, is condemned by an inspired apostle,
how much worse is it, and how much more deserving
of rebuke, when it developes itself in antagonistic
organizations!

5. It is the peculiar work of Satan, and all evil
spirits, whether demoniacal or human, to promote
schism and strife, to sever man from his God, and to
sever him from his fellow-man. It were surely blas-
phemy to think that Christ came into the world to fa-
vor such schisms!

6. It is a fact, that for wise and benevolent purposes
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the Divine Father called Abraham and separated a
portion of his descendants from all other people, and
finally gave them the Sinaic covenant, with its appen-
dages, making them a peculiar, a typical people.

7. It is a fact, that when this institution had ac-
complished the purposes for which it was given, it was
superseded by a better covenant, established upon bet-
ter promises.

8. It is a glorious fact, that the gospel is called the
ministry of reconciliation.

9. Christ is said to be the peace of Jews and Gen-
tiles, * who hath made both one, and hath broken
down the middle wall of partition between us, having
abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of com-
mandments, contained in ordinances, to make in him-
self of twain one new man, so making peace.”

10. It is a truth unquestionable, that in scripture
language, Jews and Gentiles embraced the whole hu-
man family. Seeing, therefore, that Christ came into
the world and died, to set aside the law and introduce
the gospel, for the express purpose of harmonizing
Jews and Gentiles, certain it is, all schism is forbid-
den. No man or set of men can show any authority
fé)rdbuilding up party walls between the children of

od.

11. It is a truth, that the apostolic Church had no
creed but the word of God, and that for three centu-
ries she had no human creed.

12. It is most palpable, that from the time human
creeds were introduced, in the fourth century, schisms
multiplied, and corruptions came in like a flood, and
Popery, with all its abominations, was soon established.

13. The period embraced between the reformation
of the sixteenth century and the close of the eight-
eenth century, may be called, emphatically, the age
of human creeds. And most certainly it may with
equal emphasis be called the age of schisms.

14. The stubborn fact, that we have a great many
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parties slanding on the same creed, is 2 clear proof
that human creeds do not prevent schism.

15. Bishop Taylor, as quoted by Rev. J. Harris, in
his book on union, pages 123-4, says: ¢ All these mis-
chiefs proceed, not from this, that all men are not of
one mind, for that is neither necessary nor possible,
but that every opinion is made an article of faith, and
every article is a ground of quarrel, and every quar-
rel makes a faction, etc.”

16. It is a most significant and interesting fact, that
God has authorized no man, no party to make a hu-
man creed—to make a basis for the union of his peo-
ple. If the Pope of Rome, or the Roman Catholic
Church, could show such authority, all churches would
be bound to submit to her, and her supremacy would
be clearly established. This is precisely, or in effect,
her claim, and precisely the claim Protestants are not
willing to allow; and yet every Protestant creed sets
up this claim! Clearly, then, every Protestant creed
embodies in it the very essence of Popery.

17. It is a fact, that human creeds have been set
up as the basis of Christian union for full fifteen cen-
turies, and that under their influence schisms have
constantly multiplied. Is not this enough? Cer-
tainly, that principle which for centuries has promoted
divisions, and that continually, can never bring about
union. Sects, therefore, as such, must perish, Popish
and Protestant all, before a union on the simple truth
of heaven, ‘“the faith of the gospel,” can be accom-
plished.

CHAPTER VIII.—1833 CoNCLUDED.

A brief outline of his career since he left the Baptists—The violence
of the opposition—The contrast between truth and error, the gospel
and the doctrines of men—The trinmphs of the truth.

The year 1833, as has already been stated, was, es-
pecially in the northern parts of Kentucky, a year of
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greater success than any previous year. Thousands
were added to our churches during that year. And,
in this great work John T.Johnson was very active,
and very successful. A few extracts taken from an
article written by him for the Messenger, for August,
1833, will show how he was occupied about that time.
The article is headed, ¢ Reformation.”

“Tt may not be uninteresting to our readers, and
especially to friends of reformation, to be informed
of its progress in this county [Scott]. Somewhat up-
ward of two years ago, I became convinced of the
evils of sectarianism, and determined to exert myself
with others who were engaged in its destruction. The
simplicity and power of the gospel were marred by
human traditions and speculations; and to assist in
dispelling the mists of superstition and ignorance, I
took a public stand, at the Great-Crossings, with two
other brethren...... A spirit of bitter opposition,
hostility and persecution was manifested by our oppo-
nents, the sectarians, with the exception of those sects

- who viewed it merely as a contest and separation be-
tween Baptists. We were treated very kindly for a
time by several of them, no doubt in the hope thatas
we had discarded Calvinism as not belonging to the
gospel or law of Christ, we might fall in with Armin-
ianism. But they found themselves mistaken; for to
their utter astonishment, we made it apparent that
neither system belonged to the gospel, and that every
human establishment in Christendom is at war with
the gospel and government of the Saviour. Thus we
brought down upon us the vindictive opposition of the
sects, taken as bodies, not individually.

Regardless of their power, their frowns, their se-
vere and unrelenting denunciations, we marched on in
the discharge of our duty, under the banner of the
Lord Jesus, endeavoring to convert sinners and con-
firm Christians, fully confiding in his promises—in
the power and majesty of his word—in that gospel
which the apostle declares to be the power of God to
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salvation lo every one that believeth. When I first dis-
covered the great difference between the gospel in its
apostolic simplicity, and as added to by the doctors
of divinity ; and when I discovered the last almost en-
tirely inefficient, and failing to meet the wants of the
human family ; while the first is precisely adapted to
the fallen and helpless circumstances in which we are
placed, and calculated to produce a moral renovation
and revolution which would happify the world, and
prepare sinners [of course by converting and making
them holy] for the eternal inheritance, I became im-
patient to engage in the glorious work.”

This was no empty boast, as his whole sabsequent
laborious life for more than a quarter of a century
demonstrated. DBut we let him speak for himself.
“ I was then confident, and as I advance this confi-
dence is confirmed, that the world will he finally sub-
dued and converted to the obedience of faith, by the
very weapons we are now wielding—placed in our
power by the Holy Spirit—so much decried by secta-
rians.”

This sentence is rather obscure, because elliptical.
He cvidently means to say, with great emphasis, that
the great positions we maintain and publish consti-
tute the glorious gospel of the Ullessed God—the
scheme of Divine mercy for the enlightenment and
salvation of our race—and thercfore must prevail.
That this plan of salvation has been furnished to us
by the Holy Spirit. That the seets decry and oppose
it. Docs any one say this is not true? Would to
God it were not, and there had never been oceasion
to say it. DBut, when we urge the simple faith of the
gospel, they say it is mere historieal faith; when we
urge that faith comes by liearing the word of God,
they say it comes by a special operation of the Spirit;
when we urge that he that believes and is baptized
shall be saved, they say we believe in water salvation,
baptismal regeneration, cte. DBut we give place.

¢ In the spirit of zeal and conscious rectitude, I en-
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gaged in the good work, and have never had the
slightest cause for regret. On the contrary, the re-
gret is, that I had not sooner dis¢overed my error.
A success has attended our efforts beyond the most
sanguine expectations of our friends.” He then
speaks of the circumstances that brought about the
union, of which we have already spoken in a previous
chapter, and adds: “ Since that time no onec has at-
tempted to force his speculations upon another. We
have found that all our time may be profitably em-
ployed in preaching the gospel, instead of learning
to speculate. The result has been most propitious.
From that time [the time of our union] our energies
have been united in the work of reform, instead of
contending single-handed, jealous of ecach other.
While this movement conciliated the public mind, and
won many to the Christian fuith, the sccts were as-
tonished — vented volleys of abusc and misrepre-
sentation against us. In corroboration of this fact,
many references could be made. 1t would not ll do.
Their opposition seemed to add to our efforts and suc-
cess. All things work together for good to them that
love God. ..... The Crossings’ congregation in-
creased [from three] to about ninety members; the
Georgetown to upward of one hundred. A congre-
gation was planted at Dry-Run [in 1832] which now
numbers upward of two hundred, as is believed ; one
at Sugar Ridge [now Oxford], numbering upward of
enc hundred; and one at Eagle Creek, of ncar one
hundred. Beside these, many have heen added to
Bethel and Cane-Run congregations. This state of
things has been brought about by union, and constant
and untiring exertion. If we would succced in the
reformation of the world, upon gospel principles (and
it is certain it can never be reformed by other means),
Christians must exhibit Christianity in their lives, as
well as by their words; and they must avail them-
sclves of every opportunity to instil the gospel into
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the minds of others. This sketch shall be con-
tinued. J. T. Jouxsox.”
See Christian Messenger, vol. vii, pages 233-6.]

p to this period, brother Johnson had not been
much abroad. But his gifts began to make room for
him. It was not possible that one with a soul so large,
a zeal so fervid, and an-eloquence so peculiar and
stirring, should long be hid. Brother Walter Scott
was at this time editing a paper at Carthage, Ohio,
and preaching for the congregation there. He had
never seen brother Johnson, and, like others who had
not heard him, was anxious to enjoy that privilege.
Accordingly, he wrote brother Johnson a very press-
ing invitation in behalf of the Church at Carthage, to
make them a visit. The following is an extract from
Johnson’s account of the matter. Christian Messen-
ger, p. 275, vol. vii. ¢ At the pressing solicitation of
the brethren at Carthage, Ohio, through brother W.
Scott, I attended a three days’ meeting at that place,
commencing on Friday, the 13th September. The
affection and Christian deportment which characterized
the disciples during the meeting, reminded me of the
practice of the Christians in apostolic times. We
were much refreshed by meeting the brethren. The
other teaching brethren present, were Mitchell, O’Kane
and Jameson. On Lord’s day we participated in the
pleasure of addressing onc of the largest assemblies
we ever saw collected together. We saw seven sin-
ners immersed before we left.” His engagements re-
quired him to leave Lord’s day evening. He adds:
“The meeting, however, was continued, and the result
was most cheering and glorious. May the Lord bless
the brethren at Carthage. J. T. Jounson.”

The following extract of a letter from brother W.
Scott, will show not only the results of the meeting,
but his appreciation of brother Johnson. It will be
found in the Christian Messenger for 1833, on pages
286-7:
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¢« CARTHAGE, 23d Sept., 1833.

Dearly Beloved: Your welcome epistle of the 19th,
has been duly received. I should have informed you
of all the gladsome matters which have transpired
since you left us, but that our beloved brother Eph.
Smith assumed the task. I hope you have received
his letter; if not, I have to inform you, that scarce
had you left us, until the seed you had sowed sprung
up a most.abundant harvest, to the praise and glory
of God. Blessed be the name of the Lord, who ever
doth wonderful things. No fewer than 80 have been
immersed at the meeting. . ........ Your visit will
never be forgotten by the disciples and others who
heard you on Lord’s day, until you visit us again,
and this you say you will do; blessed be the name
of the Lord. When will it be? My dear brother John-
son, I felt as I wished to, the very first word you
spoke in my presence. The Lord was in us all, and
turned all things to our profit and pleasure.

My love to father Stone and his family, to brother
Johnson’s family, and to as many as have not seen my
face in the flesh. The Lord be with thy Spirit, dearly
beloved as ever. WavLTer Scorr.”

We close this chapter with some extracts from an
article from the pen of J. T. Johnson, found in the
Christian Mcssenger for 1833, on pages 289-90-91-92:
“Many of our brethren are alive to the interests of
the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, and they ex-
hibit a determination to press on and discharge their
duty without paying any regard to sectarian opposition.
We do most sincerely rejoice to see the friends of the
Redecmer rising above the little petty cavils and re-
vilings and misreprescentations of their enemies. There
is enough of labor before us to occupy all the time of
all Christians. Oh! that each one may be more en-
gaged in the glorious enterprise, so far as the means
are put within his reach, of converting the world from
ignorance, wickedness and superstition, to the obe-
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dience of the gospel, which is the power of God to
salvation to every one that believeth.

The body of Christ must exhibit and manifest his
Spirit. A congregation of people, professing to be
Christians, and yet as cold as icebergs, can not fail to
exert a most baneful, paralyzing influence on all
around it. Such congregations may have the form,
but they are destitute of the power of godliness.
They have lost their first love. They must add to
their faith courage, knowledge, temperance, patience,
|godliness, brotherly kindness and love to all men; for,
if these things be in them and abound, they shall
neither be slothful nor unfruitful in the knowledge of
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Such a yoke is most easy, agreeable and rejoicing,
while the opposite is most galling and painful. Take
cowardice in the cause of Christ, in place of courage,
ignorance of the Lord’s government and will, instead
of knowledge of the heavenly inheritance, intemper-
ance for temperance, impatience for patience, ungodli-
ness for godliness, hatred ‘of the brethren instead of
love, and a contracted love of a particular party instead
of love to all men, and is there not in the contrast all
that is engaging, alluring and happifying, on the one
hand,. while on the other the picture is almost too
hideous to behold? The brethren must be convinced,
sooner or later, that the gospel can never have com-
plete success until they all, with one heart and one
mind, submit to, and abide by, the laws of our King.
"They must reverence and obey the word of Christ and
his apostles.

In the first place, the soldiers of the king should
beecome well acquainted with the principles of the ora-
cles of God.  The first principles are all important to
the Christian, to enable him to present them to sin-
ners in such 2 manner as to woo them to Christ. Faith
and obedicnce constitute what is characteristic of the
Christian.  Faith in our Lord Jesus, the only Saviour
and Redeemer, and obedience to his requirements will
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most certainly conduct us to the mansions which he
has prepared for them who love him. This being the
case, what manner of persons ought we to be in all
our behavior?

Christians should meet together every First-day and
attend to all the institutions of the Lord’s house. They
(the first Christians) continued steadfastly in the apos-
tle’s teaching, in fellowship, in contribution, in break-
ing bread, and in prayers. All these items were re-
garded most solemnly, one as much as another, and
steadfastly persevered in. Other religious duties are
spoken of, which are as obligatory whenever the occa-
sion calls for or requires their exercise—such as good
works.

A part of these good works is to visit and relieve
the fatherless and widow in their afflictions, and to
keep ourselves unspotted from the world, by its vices.
To superintend the concerns of the poor, and relieve
them by the contributions made on the first day of the
week. Kindness and affection should be ever fore-
most in every good work. In every salutation, on
meeting together, a frank, cheerful, open and frater-
nal manner should be manifested. Added to all this,
our love should prompt us to acts of kindness, which
nothing on earth can inspire, but the gospel of the
Son of God. All the schemes of the day for amelio-
rating the condition of mankind, are but as the twink-
ling of the stars to the meridian sun, when put by the
side of the gospel...... A greater number of per-
sons have embarked in the cause of reformation dur-
ing the year 1833, than at any former period, as we
believe, since the great apostacy. ..... These re-
marks are justified by what has transpired under our
own observation, and by the information, public and
private, which we have received from the brethren in
every scction of the United States.” "

As a justification of the above statement of the
subject of these papers, allow me to introduce extracts
from two or three letters, as specimens of the num-
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bers that were at this time pressing into the kingdom
of God.

The first is from a letter from Elder John Smith,
found in the Messenger for 1833, page 251. He
says: “Since my illness (June 26), I have immersed
two hundred and seventy-eight [in less than .two
months]. Other brethren have immersed (perhaps)
more than a hundred, all within less than seven miles
of my house.”

The editors of the Messenger say: ¢ We have just
been informed that on the last Lord’s day in July,
and the first Lord’s day in August, brother J. W. Rob-
erts immersed fifty persons each day, between this
and the Ohio river.,” On page 252 of the same Mes-
senger, we have the following: “Brother J. Rogers,
of Carlisle, writes, August the 5th, that since hislast
[which was but a few weeks before], he has immersed
about seventy in the bounds of Carlisle. He informs
us that brothers Hon, Coons, and others, near Car-
lisle, have, within a few weeks, immersed a hundred
and fifty.” - Thus, within the space of a few weeks,
and in the bounds of a few churches, some six hundred
and fifty persons were immersed. We continue our ex-
tracts, and close this chapter without further comment.

“They who have bowed allegiance to the laws of
King Jesus, and who hold the Bible as developing the
only moral means adapted to the accomplishment of
a reformation so desirable and glorious, must consent
to bear the reproach of the world, especially the sec-
tarian world.

This reformation strikes at almost everything they
hold dear. It wounds their pride, because it denies
their wisdom and exposes their absurdities and non-
gense. It rouses their malignity, inasmuch as their
law-making disposition, their actings and doings in
councils and general assemblies, are arraigned, tried
and condemned by the living oracles. ..... But,
brethren, let none of these things move us from our
purpose to follow the Lord whithersoever he leads us.
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Neither let us count our lives dear to us, so we but
discharge our duties faithfully. As good soldiers of
the cross, may we all be prepared to say, ‘ I have fought
a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept
the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
shall give me at that day; and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love his appearing.’
J. T. Jonnsoy, Editor.”

CHAPTER IX.—1834.

Séts on foot what hedenominatesa * Christian School ** in the Church
at Georgetow_n, to ix‘-omote the lgqowledge o_f the‘sacregi scripture's.
and greater piety—Exhorts to diligence—Discussion with a certain
Dr. Sleigh, an English hyper-Calvinistic Baptist preacher— Miscel-
laneous.

The year 1834 was the last year of J. T. Johnson’s
connection with the Messenger, as co-editor. Toward
the close of this year, B. W. Stone removed to Jack-
sonville, Ill., and subsequently established the Mes-
senger there. Although the year upon which we are
now entering was not one of as great success, in the
way of accessions, in the immediate bounds of the
labors of brother Johnson, as the previous year, yet,
upon the whole, the cause was advancing, and he was
found, as usual, among the foremost in every good
work, laboring with tongue and pen, and in every way
in his power, to push forward the cause, to which he
dedicated his life, Although as an evangelist, the
subject of this writing was much engaged in what
might be called controversy, in removing what he con-
sidered to be obstructions to the success of the truth;
and although his manner was exceedingly earnest,
and even stern, and his language sometimes severe,
there was no bitterness in his heart. He was a per-
fect Christian gentleman, full of good nature, good
feeling, and good manners. But what he opposed,
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he opposed with all his might, from a sense of duty,
and not to wound any one. He loved practical piety,
and labored to promote it. And hence, we find him
in the beginning of this year of which we write, set-
ting on foot in the church at Georgetown, what he de-
nominates a “ Christian school,” for the purpose of
treasuring up the oracles of God in our minds and
hearts. This was certainly a most laudable work.
But we give place to him to explain it in his own way.
The article is not lengthy, and we shall therefore
quote it almost entire. It will be found in the Christ-
ian Messenger for 1834, on pages 61-2.

« Christian School.—On the first Lord’s day of
February, the brethren and sisters in and near George-
town, met at their usual place of worship, and deter-
mined from that time forward to commence commit-
ting to memory the oracles of heaven. The follow-
ing organization was then adopted. The sisters were
divided into two classes, and to cach of these classes
was assigned the duty of superintending a class of
girls allotted to each.

The same course was adopted in reference to the
brethren, and the youth committed to their charge.

The design is, that the different classes shall, during
the week, commit a specified portion of the scriptures,
commencing with the gospels, and on every Lord’s
day morning, prior to the regular hour of congrega-
tional worship, meet and repeat what has been com-
mitted, under the direction of one of the brethren
who was appointed to superintend the school.

So far as our personal knowledge extends, there is
an order and Christian zeal in this undertaking highly
commendable. We are deeply sensible of the im-
portance of this movement. We are commanded to
let the word of Christ dwell in us richly, in all wis-
dom, teaching and admonishing one another, in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with gratitude
in your hearts to the Lord. We are commanded to
be filled with the Spirit. When Christians shall make
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it their business, a part of their daily vocation, to he
treasuring up in their hearts the word of Christ—
when they become absorbed in the contemplation of
the Divine goodness —then will Christianjty shine
forth in all her beauty and glory; and then there
will be no place in the heart for envy, strife, malice,
evil speaking, and cvery other fruit growing out of
the spirit of the world.

Brethren and sisters, we name these things, and
state what has occurred at Georgetown to cxcite

“Christian emulation. Will you remain behind in the
heavenly race? Will you remain ignorant of the
word of God? No; we hope better things of you.

Would any Christian be ashamed to imitate his Lord,
in every action of his life? We presume not. Would
not any Christian be ashamed to do anything deroga-
tory to the character of a disciple of Jesus? We hope
so. What, then, is the best course to pursue to en-
able us to practice the one, and avoid the other course?
The answer is easy. Commit to memory the history
of the life, the sayings and doings of our Lord—his
birth, life, miracles, -benevolence, teachings, death,
burial, resurrection and ascension. Let these be
deeply engraven on our hearts, and a corresponding
love will be the result. Then we shall hear the re-
sponse from every heart, ‘We love him, becouse he
first loved us.’

The good cause of committing the oracles has com-
menced under the most favorable auspices. Before
the ycar 1834 passes away, we hope to have it to say,
that some of our sisters can repeat the New-Testament
from the beginning to the end.”

Is this the language of a mere formalist, a bigot,
partisan? Certainly not. He is all anxiety to see
the Christians growing in grace, and in the knowledge
of the truth—their minds enlightened, their hearts pu-
rified, and their lives filled with the fruits of righteous-
ness, which aré by Christ Jesus to the glory of God.
But the closing words of this article, from which we
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have been quoting, are in point to show that he felt
the necessity of deep piety and spirituality. Hear
him: ¢“Oh! brethren, one and all, let us march on to
the good work, with the sentiment engraven on our
hearts, that we are not our own; that we are bought
with a price—yea, the precious blood of Christ.” O,
what motives are here to highten every Christian feel-
inig and sentiment, and strengthen every OChristian
principle, and call forth all our energies in the service
of God! If we are not our own—if we have been
bought with a price—the precious blood of. our Lord
Jesus Christ—how infinite our obligations to live for
him who died for us—to glorify God with our bodies
and spirits, which are his! He thus closes this ar-
ticle:

“Never weary in well-doing. We are commanded
to shine as lights in the world, holding forth the word
of life as a beacon, or light-house, to warn the sinner
of the ruin which awaits him if he persist in his course.
Let us redeem the time, and be able, at the conclusion
of this year, to give a favorable answer in relation to
our stewardship. We have taken the word of God as
our guide; and we are determined—God being our
helper—to treasure its truths alone in our memories,
being fully assured that if we pursue the way pointed
out by the holy apostles and prophets, we shall wear
the crown of life.” How like a man of God—an
earnest man, a man of deep piety—a man determined
for eternal life—is such language as this! With every
New Year, he sets out with new and increased cour-
age, to improve upon the labors and successes of the
previous year.

Somewhere about the middle of the yecar 1834, El-
der Johnson attended a successful protracted meeting
in Cincinnati. Here he came in contact with that sin-
gular specimen of humanity, an Englishman from Lon-
don, Dr. Sleigh—a physician, and Baptist preacher of
a very peculiar sort. He affirmed, that the pardon of
sin, by Jesus Christ, is unconditional. J. T. Johnson

8
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took the negative of this—or, which amounts to the
same thing, undertook to prove, and did prove most
demonstrably, that the pardon of sin, by Jesus Christ,
is conditional. Dr. Sleigh occupied an hour and a
half in what was regarded as a fruitless attempt to
prove his position—relying, almost exclusively, upon
the Old Testament scriptures. I find an account of
this discussion in the Messenger for 1834, by D. 8.
Burnet and Walter Scott, taken from the Evangelist,
cdited by brother Scott. It will be found in the vol-
ume of the Messenger referred to between the 246th
and 252d pages inclusive.

Brother Scott says: “We were present at the dis-
cussion referred to. We heard and saw Dr. Sleigh;
we heard and saw brother Johnson. We certainly
saw and heard the whole matter from the beginning to
the middle, and thence again to the end. Dr. Sleigh
will not pray with any professor of Christianity who
does not hold to the ‘unconditional remission of sinsj’
therefore, the discussion was opened without prayer,
continued without prayer, and ended without prayer.
This, brother Johnson deplored, and explained to the
audience.

The question was: ¢Is remission of sins, by Jesus
Christ, conditional or unconditional ’ Now, the ques-
tion is: Did Dr. Sleigh, while he stood up, show, by
either precept or example, that the remission of sins,
by Jesus Christ, is unconditional? I answer, he did
not; he could not; he can not. He did not show, by
one scripture, that it was to be unconditional. I did
not believe then—1I do not believe now, that Dr.
Sleigh spoke to the question. Dr. Sleigh occupied
the chief of his time in rumaging the Old Testament
for the total depravity, inability, incapacity, infidelity,
or some other matter, or mischance in human nature,
as it is now circumstanced. But the reader may see
that the name of Jesus Christ limited the inquiry
chiefly, if not wholly, to the New Testament, or Cov-
dnant. The question, in fact, is neither more nor less
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than this: ‘Does the Christian religion propese to
pardon men conditionally or unconditionally ¥’

It was with the greatest propriety, therefore, that
Mr. Johnson came directly to the question to be dis-
cussed, and applied to the New Testament for its set-
tlement. Well, what was his modus? How did he
proceed? Ishall tell you. He purposed to show that
remission of sins, by Jesus Christ, was granted only
on the conditions of faith, repentance, confession, and
baptism. How did he do this? In the most orderly
manner possible. Here follow some of the scriptures
read, cited, or quoted by brother Johnson. The reader
will, therefore, judge of the point and pith of Mr.
Johnson’s plan of procedure. If thou believest with
all thy heart, thou mayest. Ezxcept ye repent ye shall
all likewise perish. If thou shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus; and if though believest in thy
heart that God raised him. If we confess our sins,
God is faithful, etc. He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved. Now, the reader may see in these
very few instances, that faith, repentance, confession,
and baptism, are made terms of pardon or salvation.

Besides the above, brother Johnson showed, by par-
ticular instances, from Abel to Noah, and thence to
Abraham and Samuel and David, and all the prophets,
that faith, since the beginning of the world, has becn
a condition of salvation or pardon. Three thousand
were pardoned on the day of Pentecost, on condition
of believing, repenting and being baptized; the Sa-
maritans also, and all the Gentiles were pardoned on
the same conditions.

Brother Johnson’s speech was enlightening, over-
whelming, and touched both the head and heart of all
present. It filled the understanding and roused the
affections. It poured confusion upon the opposite
sentiment, and proved the affirmative to all intents
and purposes. He spoke no more, because no more
was necessary, and closed the debate on this account,
and on account of the bombastical pomposity and un-



92 BIOGRAPHY OF

courteous demeanor and language of his opponent,
who, affecting the airs of an English nobleman, looked
to me, at least, like the Ass in the skin of the Lion.

Dr. Sleigh then arose, and, according to the rules of
the debate, spoke fifteen minutes. Most of the time
was occupied in finding fault with brother Johnson’s
course. Kf . Johnson did not deign any reply; and
the assembly separated. Some of the nobility in the
gallery stamped with their feet. This stamping caused
the enemies of our views to report that brother John-
son was defeated, and at last the editor of the Baptist
Journal swallowed the rumor. And although he was
not present, and does not hold with Dr. Sleigh that
remission is unconditional, but rather with us, that
faith and repentance are necessary to please God and
obtain forgiveness, yet he conceived that the whole
matter might be turned to our hurt, and accordingly
published in his paper, ‘Never did poor combatant
suffer a more signal defeat.’”” Such is brother W.
Scott’s account of the debate. How mortifying to
know that our opponents would avail themselves of
such an occasion to injure us! But we will hear what
brother Burnet has to say on the subject:

¢ CincINNATI, June 17, 1834,
JUSTICE.

Brother Secott: The subjoined letter was elicited by
some editorial remarks in the Baptist Journal of last
week, concerning our recent protracted meeting and
the ‘discussion by Messrs. Johnson and Sleigh. If
you have not seen the article, you may gather its
character below. The disciples here have suffered
much from such shameless and false aspersions. Hav-
ing returned among them, I felt it my duty to ad-
dress to the editor of that periodical the following
note. To prevent any delay for want of explanation,
I bore my reply to the office of publication myself,
and had the happiness to find Mr. Stephens at his desk.
After 2n introduction, the object of my visit was made
known, and my letter was carefully read by the editor,
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and compared with the notice. I think the first words
that broke the silence were, ‘I can not accept the
challenge.” I answered, ‘I presume, however, you
will publish the communication. Asto the challenge,
you have time and liberty to dispose of that as you
wish; but it were only an act of justice to admit the
piece, as you do not object that it is uncourtcous, and
as you also can make any editorial remarks upon it
well pleasing to yourself.” ¢You have,” I added fur-
ther,  given only ex parie testimony upon the subjects
of the notice, therefore your readers have a right to
expect the insertion of my piece.’” These and other
arguments were unavailing. Mr. Stiphens, however,
acknowledged that he was incorrect, and had deviated
from his usual course, in ‘bandying’ the name Camp-
bellite, and was willing to correct the mistake; for he
said he did not know before that we disclaimed the
cognomination. But he added, he had well weighed
his remarks. and assumed nothing, and did not intend
to accept the proposition to discuss the original ques-
tion. Before leaving the office, I let him know that I
considered his remarks uncalled for by the circum- .
stances, and that he had, ipso faclo, either said that
remission of sins by Jesus Christ was unconditional,
or had demonstrably shown that though he was with us
on that question, he could take occasion from it to
misrepresent and oppose us. All this was said in
perfect good feeling.  Now, my dear sir, if you please,
you may insert this for the benefit of the public, as
nothing but ez parfe testimony can find place in the
one-side Baptist Journal. D. S. Burner.”
“In the Ietter alluded to above, which brother Burnet
sought in vain to have inserted in the Baptist Journal,
he says, speaking of the debate: ¢You misstated the
result of the discussion in saying that Mr. Johnson
“met with as signal defeat as ever did hapless combat-
ant.” True, you say you were not present; but that,
nevertheless, you express the conviction of nearly all
that were there. Do Mr. Stiphens or his informants



94 BIOGRAPIIY OF

affirm, that ‘the pardon of sins, by Jesus Christ, is un-
conditional?” Most certainly your notice of this dis-
cussion is an avowal of the affirmative of that proposi-
tion. I am prepared to show that the affirmative can
not be sustained by Mr. Stephens, or any of the resi-
dent clergy of Cincinnati. I say resident clergy ; for
the uncourteous debouche of Dr. S. forbids any further
discussion by him with American citizens.
Very respectfully, D. S. Bur~ET.”

We are sorry to consume so much space in noticing
this controversy with this very ungentlemanly and, 1
presume, unworthy man. A few words from the sub-
ject of these papers, and we dismiss it from our pages
forever. In the Messenger for August, 1834, we find
the following, from J. T. Johnson. He had agreed to
insert in the paper a most scurrilous letter from Dr.
Sleigh. The following is his apology :

“ An apology is due to our readers for the appear-
ance of a letter in the Christian Messenger so scurril-
ous as that of Dr. Sleigh. Viewing him as a gentle-
man, I agreed to meet him on the question discussed
by us at Cincinnati. Had I known him then as well
as I do now, I should not have met him as an honor-
able opponent. IHis boisterous, boasting and angry
manner at the close of the debate, and his ungentle-
manly demeanor since, has placed him beyond the as-
sociation of those who have any regard for Christian
deportment and character. It is well enough for the
public to see what kind of characters oppose us in this
reformation. Dr. S. has received the countenance of
our opponents in this matter, and they seem to be
identified in faith and feeling.

Now, let them come out and defend him and his
sentiments, as those who are not afraid of the light;
or let them abandon him.

One would suppose, on reading the letter of Dr. S.,
he designed to await my reply before he took any fur-
ther steps in the business. But,not so. The doctor
was too ardent in pursuit of game. On Tuesday,
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while his letter was in the mail, on the way to George-
town, he, by previous notice, was haranguing the peo-
ple of Cincinnati, and slandering and misrepresenting
those whom he chose to denominate Campbellites.
And he was good enough, we are informed, to pronounce
several of us liars.

In part of his speech, he basely and rudely assailed
some of the dying remarks of the daughter of brother
A. Campbell. She died in the triumphs of faith, and
had borne her protracted illness with the most signal
fortitude.  Yet, this miscreant attempted to cast a
shade over the death of this accomplished Christian.
We are informed by brother Burnet that he, in a re-
mark or two, defended the character of the deceased.
Dr. S. attempted to reply; but the people of Cincin-
nati were too noble and gencrous to listen to this man
any further.” On page 190 of the Messenger for ’34,
we have this record from the pen of J. T. Johnson:
“The junior editor of the Messenger was with the
brethren at Cincinnati, at their protracted meeting,
which commenced the 80th of May, and remained with
them until the 3d of June. During that time twenty-
five persons were immersed. It was a glorious sea-
son, long to be remembered.” It was during this
meeting the discussion between J. T. Johnson and Dr.
Sleigh took place. On pages 221-2 of the Messen-
ger for 1834, we have the following from J, T. John-
son : “The junior editor of the Messenger, and brother
B. F. Hall, attended a threc-days’ meeting, in June,
at the Stamping Ground, in this county. Six intelli-
gent and respectable females confessed our Lord and
Master, and were immersed in his name. We left the
saints rejoicing, and many sinners almost persuaded
to be Christians. At a subsequent meeting at the
same place, an intelligent and respectable young man,
of the Baptist denomination, marched into the reform-
ation; and two ladies were immersed the day before,
above Georgetown.”

He writes again: “On the first Lord’s day of this
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month £July], several of the brethren, to-wit: J.
Smith, B. F. Hall, F. Palmer and J. 1. Johnson, at-
tended a three-days’ meeting at Mt. Vernon. Four
persons confessed their Lord and Master, and eight or
ten others, who had previously been buried with him
in baptism, came forward and united with the congre-
gation. This congregation, just brought into exist-
ence, numbers about forty-five, and is in a most flour-
ishing condition. J. T. Jonxsox, Ep.”

On page 286 of the Messenger, for September, we
have the following record: *Brother B. F. Hall and
myself attended a three-days’ meeting at Shawney
Run, near Harrodsburg, on the fourth Lord’s day in
Scptember. Brother Curtis Smith, who ministers reg-
ularly with them, was present. We had a most glo-
rious time. Seven respectable and intelligent young
persons united with us during the meeting. Pros-
pects most flattering. . T. Jouxsox, Ep.”

We close this chapter with a brief extract from the
pen of the earnest Johnson, showing how deeply he
felt the need of more holiness of heart and life among
our people, and more earnestness of effort to convert
the world. The article commences on page 219 of
the Messenger for 1834:

¢ Beloved brethren, it is very evident that the prac-
tice of Christianity does not keep pace with religious
knowledge. It is high time®that we should awake
from our slumbers, and put on the armor of light.
The day is far spent, and the time is at hand when
the most interesting,-grand and sublime scenes will
pass in review before us. Warning upon warning has
been given by many faithful soldiers of the Cross,
and we most ardently beseech you all to engage in
this work, so far as you have been blessed with the
means and gifts by our Divine Father. It has been
decreed by our Captain that if you combat the good
combat, you shall achieve the victory. Do you not
pant for the victory, that you may be glorified? Do
you not seek most ardently to wear a crown that
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never fades away ? Do you not aspire to have that
crown gilt with gold and decked with stors; and
every star representing a son or daughter, or a soul
saved through your instrumentality? Or, are you
careless or indifferent as not to regard the honor or
happiness that flows from the consciousness of having
been ingtrumental in saving immortal beings? O!
that we may be, one and ull, aroused to a sense of
our duties and privileges!”

CHAPTER X.—18835.

He and B. F. Hall commence n new periodical—The Gospel Advo-
cate—His first article is entitled ¢ Practical Reformation,” in which
he urges practical piety, and especially Christian liberality—Scott
and Campbell’s visits to Xentucky—Items of news

The year eighteen hundred and thirty-four, as al-
ready intimated, closed the connection of J. T. John-
son with the Christian Messenger; still he retained the
editorial chair for the year 1835, in a new connection.

The venerable Stone, as has been intimated, had re-

moved to Illinois, and continued the publication of

the Messenger, with some interruptions, till his death,
in 1844. It was thought necessary for the interests
of our cause that we should have a periodical in Ken-
tucky; and hence J. T. Johnson and B. F. Hall, as
co-editors commenced the publication of a paper en-
titled ¢ The Gospel Advocate,” in Georgetown, Ky.,
in Junuary, 1885. The ycar upon which we arc en-
tering was not so fruitful of conversions as the years

’82 and ’33. During those years vast multitudes

were brought into the Churches, and, as might have

been expected, a reaction had taken place ; many were

growing cold, and some turning away to the follies

and vanities, and vices of the world. J. T. Johnson,

however, never discouraged, but always hopeful, and
9
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always working most zealously, earnestly and cau-
tiously for the good of the cause, enters upon the
campaign for ’35 with his wonted ardor. Sensible of
the necessity of practical piety, and in order to this,
of a proper organization of the congregations, and a
strict-observance of the laws and ordinances of the
kingdom of Christ, he commences his editorial career
for the present year, in the January No. of the Gos-
pel Advocate, with an article headed ¢ Practical Re-
formation, No. 1.”  From this article we propose to
make copious extracts, adhering to our purpose, as
far as practicable, to present the subject of this work
‘in his own dress—to make him his own bidgrapher.
He thus begins:

“The title we have prefixed to this essay, embraces
all religious action and order, and it is our present
design to place this subject before the public eye in
all its bearings. We shall be guided in our efforts by
King Jesus and his embassadors, the apostles. No
other authority weighs a feather in the scale with us.”
What a noble Christian sentiment! How character-
istic of him who uttered it!

“Love to God and love to man, was the burden of
the law and prophets, but it was never fully devel-
oped, nor manifested in all its attractive power and
glory until the Son of God died for our sins, was
buried, rose from the dead, ascended to his glorious
throne, and issued his proclamation of pardon to a
world of rebels; at the first annunciation of which,
three thousand were convinced of sin, of righteous-
ness and judgment, and submitted to its heavenly and
gracious terms.” What a sentence is here! How
far-reaching and all-comprehensive! Love is-the soul
of religion—¢ the burden of the law and prophets.”
Or, in the language of Paul, the great commentator
of the law and prophets—¢ The end of the command-
ment is charity, or love.” To implant deep in the
human bosom, the glorious principle of love to God
aud love to man, is the scope, the purpose, the grand
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end, practically, of the whole scheme of Revelation—
the Patriarchal, the Jewish, the Christian ages—the
birth, life, labors, sufferings, death, burial, resurrec-
tion, ascension, glorification, and mediatorial reign of
Christ. But, as our author justly remarks, this love
in all its bearings was never fully developed till Chris-
tianity was fully introduced. True enough. That
love was never fully developed, either in the motives
to it, or in the practical workings of it, till Chris-
tianity was fully established. Christianity alone—
which is the consummation, the perfection of all
former economies—presents us with the fullness of
motives to Christian love; and such hecroic lives as
that of Paul present us with the practical workings
of these motives. Indeed, the life of the beloved
Johnson affords an illustrious example of the power
of Christian love. Truly, the love of Christ con-
strained him to count all things loss for the glory of
God, and the good of his race. But we give place to
him to speak for himself.

¢ Subdued and animated by the same love, we shall
proceed in all affection, candor and freedom, to the
discharge of a most sacred and important duty.

To the law and testimony let us make the high and
solemn appeal, and whenever we discover our depart-
ures from the truth, or our nonconformity to it, let us
determine, at the counmencement, that we will, at all
hazards, amend our ways and doings, and not connive
at any willful and deliberate violation of the laws of
our most merciful King.

There was a time when Christians could point the
world to a living model of Christianity. It is most
humiliating that the same state of things does not now
exist. It is uscless, however, and worse than useless
to waste our time in painful regrets and reflections
We have the pure model spread upon the living can-
vas of the New Testament. To that we desire to point
the eyes of Christians and sinners. By holding up to
the public gaze this delightful, this lovely, this glowing
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picture of benevolence, of grace, of mercy, we shall
the more speedily be restored to the original of the
ancient gospel.

The Son of God appeared ¢in the fulness of time,
to manifest the glories of the invisible world, in such
a manner a8 to restore reason to its rightful dominion
over man—to make man honest, and set up a king-
dom here, in which to qualify and prepare him for an
eternal state of pure and unalloyed bliss in his ever-
lasting kingdom. When he appeared, the world was
enveloped in the midnight darkness of false philosophy
and the most abominable, filty and obscene practices.
His instructions soon excited the prejudices of the
leading partisans of the different religious and philo-
sophic sects, because he aimed a deadly blow at all the
existing establishments. The world reeled to and fro
like a drunken man. The simplicity and power of the
truth was undermining their foundations, even before
they were aware of it, and, in proportion to its success,
the opponents waxed warmer and warmer, and began
to wage against it an exterminating war. The truth
of the gospel was, in those days, far more than a
match for all the existing sects combined.

The reformation has commenced. It has even
already threatened the downfall of all the sectarian
denominations. It has been opposed by each of them
in turn, to their great injury ; until they are all roll-
ing like a vessel at sea, set in motion by the waves.
They have found to their cost that their combined,
concentrated efforts are too feeble to oppose or retard
the mighty march of truth. The conclusion to which
they appear to have come, is this: that their safety
consists in not hearing, and caricaturing the truth.

The best means to accomplish the most splendid
victory over the world, the flesh, and the devil, is to
practice according to the rules and regulations of our

King, as exhibited in the Living Oracles.

Brethren of the reformation, let us go to work.

Many may ask, ‘How shall we proceed?’ Ans. ‘They
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continued steadfastly in the apostles’ teaching or doc-
trine, in fellowship or contribution, in breaking bread or
the supper, and in prayers.’ Are you willing, and are
you determined to do the same? If not, it is worse than
unprofitable to have a mere name in the congregation.
Let us, one and all, determine to work according to
the rule laid, and to continue steadfastly to do so.

" The teaching, instruction, or doctrine of the apos-
tles, is acknowledged by all to be full and explicit in
reference to knowledge and duty, so that there can be
no earthly apology.

We will call your attention to the contribution as a
matter of paramount obligation. In reference to this
subject and its faithful practice, it is calculated and
designed to impart the most thrilling, sustaining, and
heavenly joy. He who hoards his treasures and has
never fed the hungry or relieved the poor and needy,
can have no idea of the joys springing from these
heaven-born sources of delight.

Social efforts are much more powerful than individ-
ual efforts. Religion has reference to social beings
and social life. The Christian religion, when first in-
troduced, had its author ut its head, gifted beyond
measure with the Holy Spirit. He was the Son of
God, the light of the world, the sun of righteousness,
and exhibited the character of his Father to perfection.
Without him the religious world would die, and a
thousand sources of enjoyment in the moral world
would be dried up. He made every sacrifice to re-
deem a lost, a ruined, a perishing and unhappy world.
He ascended to his throne, has been crowned, and
presides over all governments and lordships and pow-
ers, and every name that is named, not only in this
world, but also in that which is to come. He quali-
fied his apostles, and gave them as a light to the world
until the congregations should be qualified to exhibit
the light. In fact, the congregations are to be asa
city set on a hill, whose light can not be hid.

It never was designed that an individual or individ-
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uals, acting without order or without regard to their
actual membership in the congregation of Christ,
should achieve the conquests which the congregations
are designed to accomplish, acting in a social manner,
through their regularly-appointed officers, under the
laws of the great King.

Our Lord became poor, in the things of this world,
for our sakes, yet he was rich in all that pertained to
divine things; and these he imparted freely. In the
removal of diseases he was most kind and affectionate.
He even died that we might live. His heralds were
poor, yet, of all they had, they imparted freely, ac-
cording to the directions of their Master. Love can
not be happy while she looks upon the misery of the
world. She must exert herself. We are rich in the
good things of this world; let us then, as the Lord
has prospered us, lay by something in store for the
Lord’s treasury, on the Lord’s day, that the Lord’s
poor may share our bounty and our love.

What is religion? The apostle answers the ques-
tion: ¢To visit and relieve the fatherless and widows
in their afflictions, and to keep ourselves unspotted by
the vices of the world.”” Such, certainly, are the
views and feelings of a man of a large soul, a liberal,
generous spirit, a warm heart and fervent piety.

uch was J. T. Johnson.

The work of evangelizing was very near the heart
of brother Johnson, and the experiment, thus far
made, was very encouraging. Brother Smith and the
writer had labored, in this capacity, for the three
%;,ars, ’32—4, just past, and were solicited to continue.

e consented, but in a few months I was forced, by
the illness of my wife, and other considerations, to
withdraw from the field, as a general evangelist. In
the first number of the Gospel Advocate, we find this
characteristic record regarding this matter :

* Bvangelists.—Our friends have been very solicit-
ous to learn whether the present evangelists, John
Smith and John Rogers, will continue in the field
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another ycar. We are happy to have it in our power
to answer in the affirmative. No two men would be
more acceptable ; and none, we are well assured, could
render more essential service to the cause in which
we are engaged. They have labored with an untiring
zeal, devotion and prudence becoming their high call-
ing as evangelists of the King of saints. Several
thousand have been benefited by their work of faith,
labors of love, and patience of hope in the Lord Jesus
Christ. They seem to have kept constantly before
their minds the great sacrifice which the Son of God
made to redeem sinners; their influence in the cause
of our King they are determined, for the present, to
continue in the field, and contend for laurels that will
never fade away.

But to pause for a while, let us ask, what have you
done, brethren, on your part? Have you determined
to feed and clothe the soldier while he is fighting the
battles of your King? Ilave you done anything to
sustain him? What are you willing to do? If any-
thing, let each congregation say how much. The
times call for soldiers who will not flinch in the hour
of danger—who will not slumber when a victory may
be obtained—vwho will stand forward like men—brave
men—generous-hearted men—Chvistians who are de-
termined to dic on the battle-field. Let us redouble
our diligence. Some of the congregations have said
what they will do; and they have nobly said.  Breth-
ren, awaken, and do your part, and let not your riches
canker on your hands. J. T. Jonxsox, Ep.”?

In March and April of this year, brethren Scott and
Campbell visited Georgetown, aud other sections of
Kentucky., We make the following extracts from
brother J. I'. Johnson’s notice of their visit, as it is
highly characteristic and intercsting.

“ W. Scott and A. Caumpbell—During the months
of March and April we were favored with visits by
brethren W. Scott and A. Campbell.  The brethren in
these parts were delighted, comtorted and edified be-
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yond their most sanguine anticipations. Ior our-
selves, we were never more delighted. The brilliant,
glowing, and substantial representations which were
given of the Christian religion, were sufficient to cap-
tivate every heart, and to make every Christian feel
grateful to our heavenly Father for such distinguished
advocates and defenders of the gospel.

In the suavity of their Christian deportment, and
intercourse among the disciples, they were as distin-
guished as in their public efforts.

When brother Scott was over, in March, a highly-
estecmed and aged mother in the Methodist Church
of this place, was immersed and united with the con-
gregation of Christ. Others, as we are informed,
were immersed in Lexington ; and several were added
to the congregation there.

While brother Campbell was with us, one was im-
mersed in Frankfort, three in Paris, and two at Mays-
lick. The three discourses delivered in Georgetown,
by brother Campbell, excelled any efforts we have ever
heard. The first was devoted to the foundation on
which the Christian temple is reared—all which was
shown to be admirably, yea, divinely adapted to the
origin and destiny of man. Inthe luminousand over-
poweriug cxhibition of this truth, the mal-adaptation,
the utter inefficiency of all human systems and plat-
forms, as evidenced by the history of creeds, confes-
sions, and disciplines, was fully developed.

We can not see how the candid, honest mind and
heart could resist the strong, the cloquent, the con-
clusive argument and appeal.

Such were the overpowering effects of the last two
discourses, devoted to the establishment of the truth
of the Christian religion, that skepticism stood af-
frighted, dismayed, appalled; infidelity, confounded,
no longer raised its Mead, but sank without 2 struggle
under the ruins of this ill-fated temple. Christians
were animated, delighted, cheered.  Christian courage
marked every countenance—knowledge heamed in
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every eye. The remembrance of that sceic awakens
recollections which we hope to enjoy in eternity.
We are well aware that great prejudices have been
excited against brother Campbell by the leaders of the
sects in Kentucky. We are assured that many of
these prejudices have been allayed by his recent visit,
A few more such cfforts would revolutionize Ken-
tucky.” How perfectly characteristic of J. T. John-
son! The truth of our great positions, in the clear,
forcible and luminous presentation of them by brother
Campbell, appeared with such fulness of evidence to
the ardent, hopeful Johnson that it seemed to him a
few more such efforts, properly distributed, would
convert Kentucky to them, and bring Christians all
together upon the divine platform, and sinners to the
foot of the cross. What a bright vision! His natu-
ral, urdent temperament, physical and moral courage,
together with his great industry and energy of char-
acter, and above all, his strong faith in God, made him
always hopeful, sanguine of success. He closes the
article from which we have been making copious ex-
tracts in these words: ¢“The gospel is the power of
God for salvation to every one that belicves. May
all penitent believers submit to the gospel, and enjoy
the offerced mercy, that they may lay hold on the
eternal life set before them.  J. 'I'. Jouxsox, Ed.”
Under the cditorial head we have the following in-
formation regarding the progress of the cause:
“Brother J. IL. ITaden writes—* Retiring Valley,
Howard county, Mo., January 28. Brother Benton
immersed two persons in his bounds, for remission.
In Lafayette county, fifty miles above, brothers Young
and Linville have immersed not less than sixty or
scventy since July last. Brother Wells, a little be-
low, in Boone county, is quite successful, and im-
mersed a great many last season. Brothers Wright
and Turncr, in Randolph county, are proclaiming with
considerable success. The brethren are generally
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steadfast in the apostles’ doctrine, and are progress-
ing in knowledge.””

On the same page of the Advocate we have this
record: “In a letter from brother D. S. Burnet, of
Cincinnati, dated March 26th, he informs us that he
had just returned from Moaysville, where he had
preached the ten preceding days. There were twenty-
three accessions to the congregation during his visit.”

In the month of May of this year, brother John-
son made a tour of some fifteen days to Madison and
Garrard counties, the first, I presume, he ever made
to these counties. The following is his account of it:
“T have just refurned from a tour of fifteen days in
Madison and Garrard counties, embracing the third
and fourth Lord’s days in May. It was truly a most
interesting time, and although but one female had the
fortitude to put on the Lord Jesus by immersion into
his death, the prospects were most animating and
cheering.” This was a remarkable result for this very
successful evangelist. It is doubtful whether from
this time to the day of his death he ever preached
fifteen days without making more than one convert.
And yet he is happy and hopeful. Although but one
was obedient to the faith, the deep interest manifested
in the exhibitions of truth, and his strong faith, gave
him cheering promise of future success, and justified
him in saying, “It was truly a most interesting time;
the prospects were most animating and cheering.”

Here was one of the causes of J. T. Johnson’s re-
markable success. If many were brought into the
fold, he rejoiced in the glorious victory. If few—
‘“the prospects were most animating and cheering,”
and he rejoiced in hope of future triumph. But hear
further :

*“The congregations were large, respectful and at-
tentive. And we had the happiness to address many
amiable, intelligent and pious professors of the dif-
ferent sects. We were assured by our friends that
while the truth of the gospel was presented in plain-
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ness and simplicity, in contrast with human traditions,
it was accompanied with such affection and Christian
kindness, as to remove many prejudices, and rather to
allure than to irritate and close their hearts against
the reception of the truth. We have never seen bet-
ter prospects anywhere for accessions to the cause of
the true gospel, than in Madison and Garrard counties.
Our friends were delighted, and exhibited the deepest
feeling and interest for the reformation principles.
In both counties they are blessed with many choice
spirits, who are resolved to go into the ancient order
‘of things. We will be excused by our friends for
speaking of their evangelists personally. Brothers
Waters and Warriner are invaluable evangelists ; they
are an honor to the cause .of our King. In public
and in private, they are the constant, untiring, able
defenders of the truth. Their conduct preaches in a
voice of thunder to all around; and they are achiev-
ing victories that will tell in time and eternity.”
Here is developed another striking and admirable
trait in the character of J. T. Johnson; his love for
his brethren, his superiority to anything like envy and
jealousy. The best face was put upon everything.
The popularity and success of his more public breth-
ren were his joy and his success, for it was the suc-
cess of a common cause. But he proceeds:

«¢“The public mind is being imbued with the prin-
ciples of this reformation much faster than any of us
imagine, and the results will astonish us in a short time
to come. The pious are wearied—yea, sick and dis-
gusted—with sectarianism. The gospel alone is the
true light to guide the bewildered traveler to the ha-
ven of repose.

On the fifth Lord’s day [in May], we met our breth-
ren [in Georgetown] at their usual meeting, on the
first day of the week. We had the unspeakable pleas-
ure of receiving four persons among the King’s friends.
One was an aged, most respectable and intelligent
class-leader of the Methodist Church, who had previ-
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ously been immersed. Two females of the same sect
united with us, and were immersed, together with a
female from another county. It might be considered
objectionable to speak of them otherwise than by say-
ing they were met and received by our brethren with
a joy and interest which language would fail me to de-
scribe. They have ever been esteemed by the Meth-
odists as some of their first members. The loss of
them is very great, while the cause of Christ has re-
ceived an accession which causes rejoicing in our
hearts. The truth is undermining the different sec-
tarian establishments, even when they feel most se-
cure. We pray for the union of Christians.
J. T. Jounsox, Ep.”

In a postscript to the above, the writer adds: ¢ One
of the sisters, when asked, by one of her friends, why
she left the Methodists, replied, ‘I have always been
a member of brother E——’s class [the class-lcader
above named]. I was told to obey his instructions and
imitate his good example. In leaving the Methodists
I only followed my leadér; and, I do assure you, he
never led me more in accordance with my judgment.’”
In the Gospel Advocate for 1835, we find it stated to
this effect : That, in September, a ten-days’ meeting
had been held in Versailles, during which “one hun-
dred and thirty-five persons were immersed for the
remission of their sins.” J. T. Johnson was at the
beginning of the meeting, and a principal instrument
in the good work accomplished. Itisadded: ¢There
was nothing of the excitement peculiar to revivals, so
called. Nothing was preached to cxcite the animal
feelings. It was the gospel of truth that did the work.
Sceveral Presbyterians and Methodists were immersed
among the number who bowed submission to Prince
Messiah.”

We close this chapter, and what we have to record
for the year ’85, in the following items of news, writ-
ten, as I take it, by J.T. Johnson. We shall givo
the facts—not always the words:



ELDER J. T. JOIINSON. 109

“On the fourth Lord’s day in September, J. T.
Johuson attended a three-days’ meeting in Lawrence-
burg, where eleven came forward-—one a Methodist
lady.”

“On the first Lord’s day in October, J. T. John-
son’” attended n meeting in Lexington, resulting in
twenty-six accessions to the cause.

“Brother Thomas Smith, of Garrard County, writes
us, October 21, that he and brother J. Creath, jr., had
a four-days’ meeting at Antioch, in September.
Twenty were immersed, and two from the Baptists
united with the brethren.”

“On the fourth Lord’s day in October, our beloved
and talented brother, T. Fanning, addressed the con-
gregation in Georgetown ; and Capt. Warren, of the
U. S. Navy, his lady and daughter, were immersed.
They spent the summer in Georgetown; and, though
they had not previously heard the ancient gospel, they
soon embraced the truth. Like the Corinthians, they
heard, believed, and were immersed.”

We have given, doubtless, but 2 meager account of
the labors of J. . Johnson for the year 1835—but
the best our materials would afford; and enough, I
trust, to instruct and interest the reader of his life.

CIIAPTER XI.—1836.

The Gospel Advocate removed from Georgetown to Lexington—
J. T. Johnson associated with it until the coming October—His la-
bors gratuitous—His first article for 1836—Dr. Beecher and B. W.
Stone—Dr. Fishback—The success of his labors............. 119

The Gospel Advocate, with which J. T. Johnson
continued his connection from the first of the present
year until the coming October, was, during that pe-
riod, published at Lexington. The labors of J. T.
Johnson, from the beginning up to this time, and for
many years to come, were mainly, if not exclusively,
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gratuitous. I do not think I could do better than to
present his friends his introduction to the New Year,
found on page 2 of the Advocate:

“Tug YEAR 1836.—Beloved Brethren: The labors
of a new year are before us, and we are called upon
by every high and holy consideration to enter upon
the field with a firm and undaunted resolution to reap
a rich harvest under the blessing of our King. Al-
ready the war-hoop is heard from the out-posts of the
enemy; and it becomes us to be ‘as prudent as ser-
pents, and as harmless as doves,” while we press along
the mark for the prize of our heavenly calling.

Let not our attention be directed from the procla-
mation of the gospel by the taunts, derisions, or bra-
vadoes of ambitious, haughty and insulting foes. We
should recollect that we are not to ¢cast pearls before
swine;” and that, in ancient times as now, the meaner
and baser sort were made use of as instruments to
pursue Christians with bitter, reckless, and relentless
fury.

Brethren, let us pray for them. ¢ZLord, forgive
them, for they know not what they do.” Their minds
are so blinded by the traditions of men, and they are
so perfectly deluded by their systems that they imagine
they are doing God’s service, while engaged in their
unholy warfare against everything that is good and
great. For myself, I take great comfort from the
declaration of the Lord Jesus: ¢ Happy shall you be
when men shall revile and persecute you, and on my
account accuse you falsely of every evil thing.” ¢Re-
joice and exult, for great is your reward in Heaven;
for thus the prophets were persecuted who were before

ou.” I repeat it,let us not be diverted by these San-

allats from the work of the Lord. The eyes of many
of our friends now in the ranks of wicked opposers,
have been partly opened to the true condition of
things. They have come to hear for themselves; they
have discovered that we are abused, slandered, and
ill-treated, and they have resolved so far to shake off
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the yokes of the little human kings, as to hear and
decide for themselves. These, with many others, may
be won over to the cause of truth by kind, conciliatory
and affectionate treatment. Love is the argument of
Heaven to win souls to Christ; yca, the all-conquer-
ing argument. Let love, then, rule in every bosom,
and let us endeavor to follow after our illustrious
Captain in this mighty struggle.

The past year has terminated favorably, notwith-
standing the concentrated opposition of the sects, and
the weakness and wickedness of others engaged in the
cause.”

He here doubtless makes a delicate allusion to one
who had fallen. ’Tis best to suppress his name. Note
his next sentence.

“Be true to the Lord Jesus, who has bought us
with his own precious blood, and let us prove to the
world that we are his, and not our own.”

The Churches, stimulated by him and others, had,
toward the close of the year just past, made liberal
arrangements for evangelizing for the year 1836.
Hence he writes as follows :

“The liberality of the brethren for the year 1836,
is highly commendable, and it is a source of deep
mortification to our opponents. They fight against
a reformation which has a two-edged sword as its of-
fensive weapon—the word of God. All our enemies
who have their breasts to it, will fall by tens, by
twenties and by hundreds, till our King shall reign
Lord over all. We have not, for 2 moment, doubted
the success of this glorious gospel institution (now
dubbed Campbellism by its opposers), since we first
gave it a deliberate examination.

In the day of eternity, when all hearts shall be ex-
posed, and all secrets made known, then virtue will be
rewarded and vice punished; then it will be made
known before an assembled universe who is the good
man, and who the deceiver and slanderer and perse-
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cuter; then it will be manifested who labored for the
Lord, and who opposed his truth.

Brethren, we have a vast field before us, and it is
white for harvest. O! that every soldier could be
stimulated by the glorious prize to assist in waging
this war against the world, the flesh, and the devil;
then we might look for a most glorious victory. But
if the soldiers prove timid or cowardly, or recreant to
the cause, the most disastrous consequences may
ensue, and our King will require it at our hands.
Armed with the two-edged sword, which is the power
of God for salvation to every one who trusts to it,
what have we to fear? We can not fail to succeed if
we use aright the power of God confided to us. ‘Many
prophets,’ like Baal’s, have predicted its overthrow,
long since, but it marches on as of old when the apos-
tles first announced it. We have the prayers of all
the sects for its success, although they are ignorant
of it. While they pray for the union of Christians
and the success of the gospel, and rise up and oppose
both, we not only pray for but are exerting ourselves
to effect both objects. J. T. Jou~sox.”

In the Gospel Advocate for 1836, we find an articlo
headed, “Dr. Beecher and Eld. B. W. Stone,” from
the pen of J. T. Johnson, from which we propose to
make some extracts. It will explain itself:

“In the 12th No. of the 9th Vol. of the Christian
Messenger, we have noticed an extract from the pen
of Dr. Beecher, of the Presbyterian Church, upon the
subject of Christian union, in order to the conversion
of the world. The doctor seems to take great painsin
selecting the most emphatic, deep-toned and porten-
tious words to express his abhorrence of the existing
state of things, which has ¢been endured long enough
to afford experimental evidence of its wickedness and
folly.’”  Brother Johnson remarks on this quotation:
“ Had any of those engaged in the present glorious
struggle for reformation used the same termns, had they
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spoken as freely as the doctor, they would have received
a volley of abuse from the sentincls at the outposts of
the anti-Christian establishments, of which the doctor
has written, in such measured terms of condemnation.
We are, we confess, gratified that such a sentiment
has been expressed, boldly and publicly, by such good
authority, and if we should occasionally have use for
it, at least half of the mischief resulting from it will,
we trust, be placed to the account of the doctor.”
Dr. Beecher says: “The spirit of proselytism, which
regards exclusively the interests of one denomination,
and is concerned in bringing men to Heaven, in one
way or not at all, and which disregards the feelings
and interests of other churches, is a principle of war.”
Dr. Beecher, the elder, who yet lingers on the shores
of time, I believe, is certainly, or rather was a very
great man, of his sort. His sons are great men, and
his daughters remarkable women. But though Dr.
Beecher saw very clearly, and felt very deeply, and
therefore expressed very forcibly, the evils of schisms,
of sectarian strifes; yet he seems to have had no just
conceptions whatever regarding the true basis of
Christian union. But we give place to brother John-
son. He says, upon the above extract: “ We are curi-
ous enough to pause here a moment and ask for in-
formation, how many denominations were in the times
of the apostles, and for two centuries afterward? We
have read in the Acts of Apostles of a sect called or
named Christians, at Antioch—a sect everywhere
spoken against. And if any one was suffering as such
g}s a Christian), he was exhorted not to be ashamed.
or my life, I can find no record of the Presbyterian
denomination. If Dr. Beecher could only be convinced
that there was no such denomination ever recognized
by the Saviour and his apostles, it would be an easy
task for him to prove, from the sacred record, that
there is not even a plausible ground for his sister de-
nominations of Episcopalians, Methodists, etc.
But the clause quoted induces us to ask, how many

10
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ways are there to Heaven? Did the Saviour teach
more than one way? But are there not ways? If
there be more than one way, it is very important that
Christians should be made acquainted with them, that
the people may make choice of the one which suits
their tastes. Just before the Saviour left the world,
he commissioned his ambassadors to proclaim one way.
Peter followed his instructions in the first discourse he
delivered after the commission. Now, we have bcen
simple enough to believe that there is but one gospel,
and but one way to Heaven. The terms of pardon
are too plain to be mistaken.

If we are wrong, it is because we are warring against
the requirements of the Saviour, not because this war-
fare strikes at the very existence of the different de-
nominations; for we are free to confess that it does.
And for this very reason all parties ought to give this
subject a patient, full, fair and candid examination.
Who have returned to the pure, unadulterated, apos-
tolic doctrine, or word of God, is the great, the inter-
esting, the momentous question? If none have, then
let us teach each other and return together. Let us
meet upon the true, the only foundation. ¢Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Love Lim,
obey him, be buried with him, rise with him. Then
let us run the race together, assisting each other to
win the prize.

The doctor continues: ¢With trumpet-tongue the
providence of God is calling upon Christians of every
denomination, to cease from their limited views and
selfish ends, and to unite in the conflict which is to
achieve the subjugation of the world to Christ!” Yet,
the doctor has not been roused to obedience by the
trumpet-tongued providence of God! He is still a
Presbyterian—and that is just what the Lord never
warranted him to be. He must abandon—yea, I say
abandon—it is a harsh-sounding word to a man of
delicate nerves; but so it is. He must abandon the
Presbyterian creed and cause, before he can get upon
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that foundation laid by the Christian’s King, and be-
fore he can or will unite in the conflict which is to
achieve the subjugation of the world to Christ. Yes,
my friend, the mischiefs of the spirit of Presbyterian-
ism have been great. You have felt them long enough
to speak from knowledge, and from the heart. And
you are a most competent witness that it has been
“endured long enough to afford experimental evidence
of its wickedness and folly.” Come out of her, doc-
tor. Some of them have been striving to force you
out. Come out of your own accord, and place your-
self upon that rock against which the gates of hell
shall not prevail.

Yes, doctor, it is a matter of fact, and of painful re-
gret, that the Protestant Churches ‘have been con-
tending whether a small remnant of men should go to
heaven precisely in this or in some other way, while
the world has been perishing around them.” There
is,” says brother Johnson, “but one remedy for all this
evil; and he who is blind to it, or can not see it, must
be the slave of a party, or of a human system. Come
back to the Bible. We repeat with you, doctor, that
¢it is time to cease from this limited enterprise. Je-
sus Christ has necd of our harmonious exertion, and
the world has need of it. Never can the world be
cmancipated until thosc who love our Lord, and the
souls of men, are released by voluntary suffrage from
the divisions, toils and irritations of a war establish-
ment.” It would have sounded much better if the
doctor had added, ‘a war establishment of human
origin.”  Now hear the doctor again, in his most im-
pressive style: ¢ And may God grant that this gener-
ation pass not away before a delegation from all Chris-
tian denominations shall assemble to attend the fu-
neral of bigotry and heresy, and to lay them so deep
in the same grave, that they shall not rise until the
trumpet of thé arch-angel shall call them to judgment
to answer for their crimes, and to receive the punish-
ment of their deeds.”  Brother Stone gives in his ad-
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hesion to the sentiments of the extract by a most cor-
dial assent, and says amen! to the concluding prayer.
Not so fast, brother Stone. I see the doctor has em-
phasized Christian denomination. You, like some of
the rest of us, may not be included in the doctor’s es-
timate of what is a Christian denomination. Now, it
is very certain that if you and I belong to a Christian
congregation, that the doctor does not. The congre-
gations are too unlike to be the same. The Presby-
terian Church is not the Church of our Lord Jesus
Christ. He never founded such a Church, and never
has given the slightest intimation that he will acknowl-
edge it as.such. . ... In the meantime I would, as the
doctor’s best friend, beseech him to leave the ranks
of ¢bigotry and heresy’ before ¢the trumpet of the
arch-angel shall call” him to judgment to answer for
remaining in such ranks with a full knowledge of what
he himself so justly condemns.
J. T. JonNsoN.”

The fact that we take the position that even the
evangelical sects, as such, are not Churches of Christ,
is frequently introduced as an evidence of our bigotry
and exclusiveness. It is true that the same charge
may, with perfect success, be made against them, as
they not only deny that we are a Christian people—
that we have a Christian ministry and Christian ordi-
nances; but they all take exclusive and schismatic
ground, and, therefore, from the necessity of the case,
must be sects—exclusive sects. And as long as they
maintain their exclusive and sectarian positions, on
their human platforms, with their human names, union,
such as Dr. Beecher speaks of—or, at uny rate, true,
apostolic, Christian union—is impossible.

Ours is the true, inclusive apostolic basis of union.
We have no exclusive creed—no exclusive name—no
exclusive ordinances, other than those of the New Tes-
tument, as the basis of union. They do not believe
they are, nor do they claim to be, members of Christ’s
Church, by reason of their Presbyterian, Methodist,
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Baptist, Episcopalian peculiarities—but by reason of
their piety, their Christian character, which they claim
in common. Their sectarian peculiarities, therefore,
according to their own showing, are wholly left out of
the account in the estimate of their Christian charac-
ter. In saying, therefore, that, as sects, they are not
Churches of Christ, we simply say what they clearly
teach and admit themselves. Surely, this is not ex-
clusiveness or bigotry.  The charge, therefore, against
us can not be sustained. Did we, however, as they,
take an exclusive human platform—an exclusive hu-
man, or unauthorized name, ctc.—for the very purpose
of distinguishing us from others, and excluding all
others from us, then we might be called exclusive,
indeed!

Dr. Fishback and J. T. Johnson, ete.—In 1886, J.
T. Johnson and Dr. Fishback came into collision in
the papers. Ionce thought I would not introduce the
doctor’s name into the life of the subject of this writing ;
but I have concluded that a brief notice of him is
called for. The writer knew Dr. Fishback for some
twenty-five years. IIe was a man of very fine per-
sonal appearance, fine speaking talent, respectable
learning, and good mind. Ile seemed, too, to be a
good man—a pious man. His great fault was want
of decision of character, fixed principles. He was
much given to change. He was first a Presbyterian,
then a Baptist, then an Independent Christian; then
in ’82-3 and ’34, he was very fricndly with us, I
preached for him in Lexington, and also at Mt. Ver-
non, I think, in ’32. He was so much pleased with
my sermon at Mt. Vernon, that he made a speech in
favor of it, and would have his brethren raise some-
thing to help me. It was a mecting in the weck, and
not very many were present. Subscquently he be-
came violent in. his opposition to the reformation, and
went back to the Baptists; but finally, I think, he
united with the Church of Christ at Lexington, and
died among us. We are poor, weak creatures.
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would throw the mantle of charity over the doctor’s
aberrations, and hope he has been saved. I liked Dr.
Fishback personally, though I was never very inti-
mate with him.

In 1836, he wrote some severe articles in the Bap-
tist Banner, which J. T. Johnson felt it his duty to
notice. He [Dr. Fishback] wrote over the signature
of “OQObserver.” We proposc to make a few extracts
from his replies to those articles. They will be found
in the ¢« Gospel Advocate” for 1836, on pages 37-9,
55—-61. He thus introduces his first article :

¢ The reformation principles have been so grossly
traduced and caricatured by Dr. Fishback, in his 4th
No., published in the Baptist Banner, that we design
to place his conduct before the public, that they may
know what reliance is to be placed in his word or
promise, however solemnly pledged. ¢Now [says the
doctor], I do not hesitate, with full consideration of the
subject, to pronounce that the reformation is wholly
wrong on the subject of justification and forgiveness
of sins; and, therefore, it is not easy to suppose it
right on anything else.’” The doctor, in his articles,
spoke disrespectfully of B. W. Stone’s views. On
page 61 of the Advocate, J. T. Johnson thus addresses
him: “Learn to be as humble and as good a man as
B. W. Stone, and imitate his virtues, instead of hold-
ing him up to the hatred of the religious community.
Have you forgotten what brotherly love and confi-
dence you manifested toward him while you were
discarded by the Baptists? Did the old man per-
secute you? Did he ever refuse you the hand of
friendship, or reject your overtures for united action
in the cause of Christ? Do you recollect how you
urged the brethren, including your humble servant, to
visit Mt. Vernon, and assist in the proclamation of
the gospel, even after you knew our sentiments? Do
%‘ou recollect the assistance rendered you by brethren

leming, Palmer, Rogers, and the accessions at some
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of those mectings? Do you recollect eulogizing any
of the brethren?”

But I dislike to make any reference to these mat-
ters, and therefore close what I wish to present in
onc more brief extract from the last article of J. T.
Johnson, in response to the doctor. He says, in con-
clusion: “We hope you will yet become sufficiently
humble and docile to be taught by the apostles the
true doctrine of faith, repentance and immersion for
remission of sins, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the
gift of eternal life, by a continuance in well doing,
secking for glory and honor, and immortality. He
who fights against the reformation principles, fights
against the sword of the Spirit, and will, like many
who have gone before, fall a victim to his own folly
and imprudence.” So believed J. T. Johnson, and so
believes the writer; and so finally thought, I presume,
our erratic, but I hope sincere brother, Dr. Fishback.
If we are true to ourselves, to our great positions, as
certainly as God lives in heaven, and Jesus, the
Christ, is the Son of God, we must succeed. Dr.
Fishback wrote a book in 1813, which, when a young
man, I read with great interest. I have forgotten its
title; but he demonstrated to my satisfaction that the
idea of a self-cxistent Being entered the world by
revelation. This being true, Infidelity, Deism, has
not one inch of ground to stand upon. I esteem it
a valuable work.

We close this chapter with some notices of the suc-
cess of the cause for this year, especially in connec-
tion with the labors of J. . Johnson.

On the 48th page of the Advocate he thus writes:
“Within o few days four have been immersed in
Georgetown, and the prosptcts are brightening. One
of the persons who united was the assistant professor
in the college, and another a student. Brethren Mor-
ton and Palmer had a two days’ meeting at Provi-
dence, near Lexington ; four were immersed. Brother
Morton has immersed ten others since.”
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In April of this year, J. T. Johnson thus writes to
his co-editor: “I have just returned from Warsaw,
and from eighteen to twenty persons came to the true
foundation, and I constituted them into a Church of
Christ.”

In June, brother Johnson thus writes to the Advo-
cate: “I have just returned from Bethel, Ohio. Five
persons were immersed during the meeting. One was
immersed at Higginsport, Ohio. Three were immersed
in Maysville; two of them a father and mother more
than seventy years of age; one an old lady, who had
been a Presbyterian many years. At the same time
brother Burnet was at Warsaw, and immersed twenty-
two persons there. At Maysville, a few days before,
he immersed five, and at Bracken four.”

In July he writes again, and says: “I have just
returned from a tour to Owen Co., Ky.; and in War-
saw, Ghent, and New Liberty, I have immersed sixty
persons.” At a meeting of J.T. Johnson and others,
of twelve days, at the Pond church, near Richmond,
he writes: “Twenty-nine good soldiers came under the
government of the Lord Jesus Christ. It was a most
glorious time.” He adds: ¢ Since the above meet-
ings, brother Collins has immersed some sixteen or
seventeen, and James Challen has just returned from
the Pond meeting house, and Richmond, where six
more made the good confession and were immersed.”

In August, he gives an account of another tour, in
company with J. Creath, jun., which he took, embrac-
ing New Liberty, Ghent and Warsaw. Twenty-one
persons were immersed. He adds, in his own charac-
teristic style: ¢“The cause of the Lord will prosper in
defiance of the opposition. There are, however, many
pale-faced cowards. The *prospects are as flattering
as ever. J. T. Jouxsox.”

The last entry, I find from his pen, in the Advo-
cate for December, is in these words, with which we
close this chapter for 1836:

“W. Scott, J. A. Gano and myself, attended a
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meeting at Loesburg, and were rejoiced at the submis-
sion of nine souls to Jesus. In Madison county we
labored ten days, and succceded in persuading twenty
to submit to the government of our Lord.”

CHAPTER XII.—1837.

Origin of ¢ Bacon College ’—J. T. Johnson’s connection with that
enterprigce—In 1837, J. T. Johnson and Walter Scott edited * The
Christian,” which was published at Georgetown—Walter Scott
first president of Bacon College—J. T. Johnson’s large and lib-
efnl vieys and purposes regurding the college — Debate with
Rev. J. C. Styles, at Versailles—His success in preaching during
the year 1837.

It is not my intention to write the history of “Bacon
College,” but simply to make such references to it as
are necessary to the purposes of this work. The
facts I state I gather from the ¢ Gospel Advocate”
and ¢ The Christian :”

In 1832, T.F. Johnson was professor of mathe-
matics in the Baptist College in Georgetown, which
had recently been established. B. W. Stone in-
vited him to join him in thc establishment of a lite-
rary institution, of a high order, in Jacksonville, Illi-
nois; to which place he had resolved to move. His
wife, ‘being a relative of B. W. Stone, they were
both favorable to the project. In company with the
venerable Stone, T.F. Johnson visited Jacksonville,
and was thoroughly persuaded they might succeed in
establishing a first class school. In his absence, the
faculty was reorganized, and he was left out. This
left him without cmployment for some eighteen
months. Under these circumstances, he resolved to
accept father Stone’s proposition; and was making
his arrangements accordingly, when he was invited to
resume his place in the Baptist College. The college
had gone down. At first, he did not think of accept-
ing the invitation, as he wished to go to Jacksouville,

11



122 BIOGRAPHY OF

and knew the difficulties in the way of resuscitating
the school. Finally, however, he yielded, being as-
sured that they who scught to revive it were honest
anl(ii earncst in their endeavors to make it useful. He
entered upon his task the first Monday in May, 1834.
Nine students only entered; the week, however,
closcd with eleven. Seven of these were the sons or
wards of Reformers, and only one or two of Baptists.
These facts are stated to show that Baptists had lost
confidence, and felt little interest, in tho revival of the
institution. - The first year averaged some twenty-five
students—the second, about sixty. Two additional
professors were employed, and the school became ex-
tensively popular. He entered upon a third year,
1836. The first session of this year closed with ono
hundred and four students. During this year, the
trustces and Baptists considered it expedient to ap-
point a Baptist president. In thisT.F.Johnson, who
was the soul of the school, and had made it what it
was, concurred. This appointment was made in June,
1836. He soon perceived that the Baptists would
come forward “to claim their prerogative,” as soon as
the college, by the labors and sacrifices of others, had
acquired sufficient distinction to be proud of. He was
satisfied that his toils and sacrifices would be forgot-
ten, just as soon as they felt it would be safe to dis-
pensé with him. He therefore determined, in self
defense, to look out for the means of supporting him-
sclf and family. In short, it boecame evident to him
and his friends, that he was only retained in the fac-
ulty as a stroke of policy, to secure the patronage of
our friends, and that, as the college was growing in
fuvor, they would soon be able, as they thought, to
giive a death-blow to “ Campbellism” in Georgetown.
His purpose was to start a female school; nor did he
abandon this project until within a few days of the
fall session in the college.

He was not only professor of mathematics, but also
of engineering; and many of the students were on the
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%‘l;zund, and comin§ especially to study engineering.
at.was he to do? New professors were 'appointe%,
whose hostility to us was most bitter, and violent, and
reckless. Ingood conscience, he could not co-operate
with them. He resolved to open a collegiate insti-
tute, distinct from the Georgetown College, of which
he had been a professor. He says: ¢“I resolved to
go forward and start the school—invite my old asso-
ciates to join me—call upon the friends of liberal
principles to sustain us, and propose to the friends
of the reformation to adopt it,” ete. * Accordingly,
I purchased the house on the 5th of November, 1836,
and announced my determination to Professor Thomp-
son the next cvening, and to Mr. Farnsworth tl};e
president] the morning of the Tth, the day on which
his session commenced. On that day I wrote to
brother Mullins and Dr. Knight to come and join me;
and, that I might not be charged with a design of
taking the advantage of the old school, I deferred
opening mine until three days after that time, that
they might have a chance of securing as many stu-
dents as they could. On Thursday morning I met
and found some forty or forty-five students in attend-
ance, though no bell had been rung. They were ad-
journed until Monday, the 14th, as none of my col-
leagues were present. During the next week they all
arrived, and fifty or sixty students entered.” Thus,
in the fall of ’36, originated ¢ Bacon College.”

The first article from the pen of J. T. Johnson, for
the year 1837, for the Christian, is headed, “Bacon
College.”

He says: “Our readers will perceive, from the his-
torical sketch furnished by our brother, T. F. John-
son, that we have embarked in the cause of education,
and have reason to congratulate oursclves, and the
fricnds of liberal education throughout the land, on
the success that has attended this noble enterprise so
far, and on the exciting and gratifying prospects be-
fore us. OQur institution has been denominated ¢ Be-
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con College,’ in honor of Sir Francis Bacon, that il-
lustrious reformer who contributed so much, by means
of his ‘Inductive Philosophy,” to dispel the mystic
science of Aristotle and his f{llowers—to wrest from
them the scepter which, for some two thousand years,
they had swayed over the human mind, and to dispel
the: gloom of ignorance and superstition which pre-
vailed almost universally during the ¢middle ages.’

It has been our fate in this, as well as every other
enterprise in which we have engaged to promote the
present and future happiness of our fellow-citizens, to
encounter the most bitter and unnatural opposition.

Every species of detraction, falsehood and slander,
that malice or wickedness could invent, was resorted
to by many of those who chose to make themselves
our enemies, to prevent the legislature from granting
a charter to the trustees of Bacon College, which, not-
withstanding, was obtained in the senate by a vote of
19 to 13, and in the house of representatives by a vote
of 61 to 30. The first session opened with about forty
students, and upward of sixty have entered since, mak-
ing more than one hundred and thirty students in the
first four months of its existence.”

John T. Johnson was the fast friend of Bacon Col-
lege from its first establishment through every vicis-
situde in its history, whether prosperous or adverse,
until the day of his death. He gave it material aid—
the benefit of his influence—and very much of his time
and labor. Ie went to Frankfort and used all his in-
fluence in and out of the legislature to get a charter
forit. He was one of its curators, and among its most
active and successful agents, for many years. But,
as already stated, we have no intention of writing the
history of Bacon College.

Walter Scott was the first president pro tem. of Ba-
con College, and he and J. T. Johnson published a pe-
riodical, called “The Christian,” at Georgetown, Ky.,
for the ycar 1837. Specaking, in the first number of
this work, of the name of their paper, he says: “We



ELDER J. T. JOIINSON. 125

say but a few words at the outset, and therefore conclude
with saying: If we be Christians, let us not be ashamed
of the nanie ; if we be not, let us lay it down and not
disgrace it. Let us rally to the name of our Lord, and
to his name alone; let us live by it, and die by it.”
Thus spake this man of faith in ’37, and some nine-
teen years afterward, when his physicians told him he
could not recover, he said, calmly and confidently, “I
have lived by my religion, and can die by it.”

From an article in ¢ The Christian” for April, 1837,
headed ¢ The Christian—What is he ?”” from the pen
of J. T. Johnson, we make the following oxtracts:

“Has the Christian openly—yea, with unshaken
confidence and fortitude—confessed with his mouth
what he believes in his heart—¢that Jesus is the
Lord?” Has he died to sin? Have his mortal re-
mains been buried? Has he been raised to commence
a new life? Has he the pardon of his past sins, and
the spirit of his master? T'hen he is ﬁepared Jor
every good work. What a sentence! How full of
meaning! My Christian brother, be net startled. Do
not shrink from self-examination. It is better to un-
derstand the matter here, than to be undeceived here-
after.

We have the means of ascertaining our title to an
inheritance in the heavens. . . . The Christian is full
of benevolent enterprise, according to the will of the
Lord. The conversion of the world is, with him, a
matter of the first magnitude ; and if the sentiment be
doubted, he appeals to that living and eternally-to-be-
remembered oracle which was announced by the Mas-
ter in his last mission to his apostles, ¢ Go into all
the world and préach the gospel to every creature ; he
that believes and is immersed, shall be saved; he who
believes not [rejects the gospel], shall be condemned.’
..... These things being so, what are we doing, my
brethren? Where are the fatherless and the widows?
Arc they relieved? And do we keep ourselves un-
spotted by the vices of the world? We have advanced
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with a rapidity unparalleled in modern times. Our
knowledge has increased, within ten years, more, in all
probability, than a thousand fold. Y@, where are the
monuments of our practical benevolence? Many have
been converted to - the faith formerly delivered to the
saints; they have been made to rejoice with exceeding
great joy, all over the land ; they have been filled with
aff cction, benevolence, hospitality, and a desire to prac-
tice all the Christian graces.

But where are the memorials of our Christian
heroes? Where are the trophies which we are bear-
ing to the Captain of our salvation? Whatever they
are, docs not much remain to be done? Do not sig-
nal triumphs await the army of the faithful? Yea,
verily. The tocsin of opposing war is heard from
every quarter, and the sentinel who sleeps upon his
post shall share the fate of the faithless traitor who
gells his birthright and his country. The vantage
ground is the Christian’s. Victory has perched upon
his bunner, and the favorable moment must not be left
unimproved. Is the condition of the orphan worthy
the attention of the brotherhood? Is education a
matter of supreme regard? Then let us consecrate
our energies to something—to the achievement of
something that will be worthy of us in time and eter-
nity—that will bring to our Master a revenue of glory,
in some slight degree, worthy of the great sacrifice ho
made to redeem us.

In this part of the Lord’s vineyard we have brought
into existence, under his fostering and superintending
care and blessing, an institution of learning, which
has been placed, in its orphanage, under the protce-
tion of Christians; and is, even now, one of the mest
favored and flourishing in all the West. - We desire to
make it one of the best institutions in theworld. We
design, and have so resolved, to have a department to
qualify teachers for primary schools and academics,
male and female. And we hope to have it in our
power immediately to conncet with it an orphan asy-
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lum, in order that education and professions may be
extended to'a class of the human family which has
been almost overlooked. Awake, Christians! and
march into the field, and prove yourselves worthy of
the cause of Him who died for our sins, and rose for
our justification. J. T. Jonnson.”
J. T. Johnson was pro-eminently a large-souled,
unselfish, and benevolent man, deeply imbued with
the spirit of his divine Master. Ilence, when, in the
providence of God, this flourishing, but infant instita-
tion was thrown into our hands, he, and those who
co-operated with him, determined, by the help of God,
to make it “one of the best in the world ;” and to con-
nect with it o department for the training of profes-
sional teachers, male and female, and an orphan asy-
lum, where orphans—a much neglected class—might
enjoy all the advantages of the wealthy, and thus be
fitted to fill the most honorable, useful, and profitable
professions. These were noble Christian purposes,
worthy the head and hecart of the gencrous J. T.
Johnson. How far these gencrous purposes, and
noble labors of the subject of these papers contributed
to our present flourishing, but infant “Kentucky Uni-
versity,” God only knows and eternity only will fully
disclose. It is almost certain, that if Bacon College
had never been, Kentucky University would not be.
John Bowman, I belicve, was a graduate, and one of
the first graduates, of Bucon College. I presume, his
name was on the first list of pupils of this institution,
at Georgetown. It was subsequently removed to Har-
rodsburg, where, after a brief, but uscful carcer, it
was suspended for want of endowment. A few years
since, John Bowman, a man of true nobility of spirit—
of independent fortune—of fine, cultivated mind and
generous Christian heart, proud of his alma mater,
and grieved to the heart to see her in the dust, deter-
mined, by the help of God and a generous public, to
lift her up, and make her, in the language of the ben-
cvolent Johnson, “one of the best institutions in the
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world.” And to accomplish this, the great purposc
of his life, he has pledged to- it his life, his fortune,
and his sacred honor. How far these noble purposes
and impulses may have been inspired and strength-
encd by the self-sacrificing life and labors of J. T.
Johnson, none can tell. We may certainly look upon
Kentucky University as an offshoot, or outgrowth of
Bacon College. May the most sanguine expectations
of the friends of this institution be more than real-
ized, in its career of usefulness! And mey God grant
that no root of bitterness spring up among its friends,
may mar their peace, or retard the progress and use-
fulness of this promising institution !

But we have also secn that our benevolent, and kind,
and tender-hearted Johnson, deeply sympathized with
that much-neglected and needy class of orphans, with-
out fathers and mothers to care for them—homeless
and houseless, without property, and therefore, gene-
rally, without friends, and left to linger out a miser-
able life in deepest ignorance, vice, and wretchedness.
He therefore conceived the benevolent purpose of
establishing an asylum, in connection with the college,
to clevate and bless that neglected class. It is not
unlikely that this godlike purpose, thus expressed,
may have had its influence in bringing into being, by
the suggestions of Dr. L. L. Pinkerton, our noble, and
now highly-flourishing orphan school, at Midway, Ky.
Certain it is, that institution never had a truer friend
than John T.Johnson. He performed a large amount
of gratuitous labor in its behalf, beside giving of his
means to sustain it. Indeed, there was no good work
in which he did not take a deep interest.

*In April, 1837, J. T. Johnson had a debate with
Rev. J. C. Styles, of Versailles, a Presbyterian min-
ister of considerable ability, but a very wild, cccen-
tric, enthusiastic, not to say fanatical sort of man.
He went with the New School party in the split of
’88, and got into serious diffieulties with some of his
brothren.  He was a very impulsive, and I presume,
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rather an imprudent man; yet it is most likely he was
a sincere devotee to Presbyterianism. The subject
of debate was, the influence of the Spirit in the con-
version of sinners. The debate was interrupted, sud-
denly, and certainly without any fault of J. T. John-
son. If any are curious to know the true state of the
cage, let them read the eorrespondence between them
published in ¢ The Christian” for Oct., 1837. That
correspondence demonstrates—

1. That J. T. Johnson was willing to continue the
debate, or resume it at a subsequent time.

2. That he was willing to meet him at a subsequent
time, at Georgetown, and finish the discussion of the
question they had debated at Versailles, and other
points of differenec between them.

8. That Mr. Styles declined all further debatc with .
him; and although he proposed to come to George-
town and discuss in his own way, and alone, his views
in opposition to ours, he gave J. T. Johnson no es-
pecial notice of the time he would come.

In Mr. Styles’ letter of the 8d of May, in answer
to one written by J. T. Johnson, he says: “It gives
me gratification still further to say, that the spirit,
views and offers of your letter meet my decided ap-
probation. They are creditable to the sincerity of
your faith in your own sentiments, and your willing-
ness to engage in their defense. Your letter presents
three topics of business. Should I desire it, you de-
clare your willingness—first, to return to Versailles,
and lend respectful audience to my ¢ direct, scriptural
argument,” with or without the privilege of reply;
or, secondly, to discuss tlie same general topics in
Georgetown ; or, thirdly, to accept my reiterated prof-
fer of unlimited debate on the prominent peculiarities
of our confession of faith, in the same place.”

In closing the correspondence, J. T. Johnson uses
these words, which do credit alike to his head and
heart : “ Whatever has been said or done by friends
or foes about Versailles, in reference to me, in the lato
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debate with you, I most freely forgive. I feel as an
humble laborer in the vineyard of my Lord and Mas-
ter; and, if I know myself, I have no selfish pride or
ambition to serve. And I have ever resolved not to
step out of my path to seek difficulties or discussions,
while I will not shun the maintainance of what I
believe to be the truth, when put to the test, or so-
licited.”

We close this chapter with a brief notice of J. T.
Johnson’s success in preaching the gospel, during the
year ’87. In “The Christian™ for April, he writes:
“T havo just performed a most agreeable tour of eight
or ten days, in Montgomery and Bath counties. The
brethren seemed to be animated with new life and zeal.
Four persons were immersed and added to the con-
gregations. J. T. Jomnnson, Ed.”

Speaking of & meeting in Shelbyville which he at-
tended in May of this year, he says: *“Itwas crowned
with an addition of seven persons to the good cause.”
On the samo page he says: “I have recently paid so
much for paper on which to print the Christian, and I
shall soon have so much more to pay for the printing
press, etc., which I have presented to the college, that
I am compelled to ask our subscribers for payment
immediately, if it will not distress them.”

Some one, in the June number of ¢ The Christian,”
thus writes : * While Mr. Styles was at Georgetown,
trying to put down the Reformation by sophistry and
misrepresentation, brother J. T. Johnson influenced
twenty more to obey the gospel, in Richmond.” In
¢ The Christian” for Sept., 1837, we have the follow-
ing, from the pen of J. T. Johnson, headed ¢ Success
of the Gospel, Extraordinary:” “I made a visit to
Madison county, Ky. [the cause was in its infancy
then], toward the close of the month of June, and
within ten days upward of twenty persons became
obedient to the faith. Between that period and the
first of August, brother Walter Scott labored most
ably and cfficiently in the same ficld near ten days,
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and with those obtained by other brethren in other
parts of the county, between twenty and thirty more
submitted to the Lord. On Friday succeeding  the
first Monday in August, I commenced operations
again in the same county, and labored at the Pond,
Richmond, Union and Flatwood; and by Friday night
we had received about thirty-six persons.” This was
in one weck. By this time brother Johnson was
much fatigued, and wrote for help. DBrethren Ilall,
\Creath, jun., John Morton and D. S. Burnet, all were
with him during the progress of the meceting; but
brother Burnet longer than any other one. The re-
sult of three wecks’ labor was one hundred and cighty-
five persons. DBrother Burnet writes: ¢These in-
cluded a vast majority of heads of families, and a
portion of the most respectable socicty of the county.
This success swells the number of disciples collected
in that county, within 2 year or cighteen months, to
about three hundred. Brother Johnson’s strength
was wonderfully sustained. Madison owes him a debt
of gratitpde.”

In the July number of “The Christian,” brother
Johnson writes: “A recent visit, in June, to Mason
county, resulted in twenty-seven additions—the most
of them by confession and immersion, at Mayslick.”

In the November number of ¢ The Christian,” we
have this notice of a meeting in Nicholasville, dated
Nov. 28, 1837: “I have just returned from Nicholas-
ville, where we had a most delightful mecting of sev-
cral days with the brethren. Brother B. F. Hall was
with me part of the time, and twenty-six amiable con-
verts became obedient to the faith. Mothers wept
over their converted daughters—fathers over their
sons, I design returning there to-morrow to finish
the begun harvest, with as many of the proclaimers
as can be prevailed on to accompany me.”

John T. Johnson was not only remarkably, if not
pre-cminently, successful as a recruiter, a proselyter,
in his own personal labors, but he opencd the way for
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others to work successfully, and had a happy faculty
of inspiring all about him with the spirit of working,
and the hope of success. He was a great captain in
the Lord’s army, and thus accomplished much through
others.

'The following is the account of the final result of
the Nicholasville meeting, recorded in the December
number of “The Christian.”” With this bricf state-
ment, we close the present chapter, and our history
of J. T. Johnson for 1837.

“ The meeting at Nicholasville was continued by
brother D. S. Burnet and myself, and sixty-five in all
submitted to our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Bless the Lord, Oh! my soul!

J. T. Jomnson, Ed.”

CHAPTER XIII.—1838.

A fearful financial crisis—It favored the cause of Christ—J. T.
Johnson more successful than during any year of his life—Some
seven hundred accessions to the cause by his labors—DBrief no-
ti_ctlafl of letters written by J. T. Johnson—Some thoughts on dis-
cipline.

The year 1837 witnessed the beginning of a fear-
ful financial crisis, more - disastrous and wide-spread
in its consequences than the one which had occurred
in our history near twenty years before. In the
spring of ’87, all the banks suspended specie pay-
ment, which brought a fearful shock upon the com-
munity, immensely involved in debt. The public
mind being checked and-disappointed in this direc-
tion, realizing the uncertainty and instability of all
earthly things, was called off to contemplate the
things of God and veligion. In prosperity we are
prone to forget God—to become self-reliant, vain and
proud. When adversity threatens, and the mind is
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cut loose from its former moorings, we are ready then
to look elsewhere for happiness., The year 1838 was
a glorious year for J. T. Johnson and the cause he
%lea,d. Perhaps no previous year of our history, in

entucky, witnessed so many accessions to our cause
as the year eighteen hundred and thirty-eight. We
had many laborers in the field, but doubtless J. T.
Johnson was the most active, laborious and successful
of them all. In a brief sketch of his life which ho
left behind, he says some seven hundred were added
to the churches under his labors during the year 1838.
I wish I had the documents to show where he was,
and where he labored, during this entire year, as I
have no doubt the facts would show, not only 2 vast
amount of labor, but a number of accessions fully up
to the amount designated.

I very distinctly remember two meetings during that
year, which he held at Caneridge and North Middle-
town, in which he was the (:hielf?7 speaker, resulting in
near three hundred accessions to those congregations!
And these meetings occupied but a few weeks, in the
beginning of the year. 1 have three letters which he
wrote in the month of May, June and August of this
gem:, which throw some light upon his subsequent la-

ors and the success attending them; and in the mean-
time give us a clear view of the nobility of his nature,
the purity of his motives, and the loftiness and grand-
ure of his purposes. The first is dated, ¢ Georgetown,
May 24, 1838.” This letter is addressed to brother
J. A. Gano, and commences thus:

“ Dear Brother Gano: I received your kind letter
by brother Barker, and have agreed to hold a meeting
at Clintonville, commencing the Friday before the 4th
Lord’s day in June, the Lord willing.” He
attended that meeting, as we shall see. I know
that the Church at Clintonville, which, from its
first organization by brother T. M. Allen, had been
small, was, during this year, at a single meeting or
two, made quite strong by the addition of about one
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Jhundred to its previous members. I remember this
the more distinctly, as I was written to during this
year and urged to become the preacher of this Church
thus suddenly built up. I commenced my labors ac-
cordingly the first of the year 1839, and continued
them through twelve successive years. It is most
likely that J. T. Johnson, not living far away, had
much to do in building up this church. But the let-
ter continues: “I was highly gratified at your success
at Antioch. Indeed the entire community is ripe for
the harvest, and it is much to be regretted that we
have not more laborers.” His soul overflowing with
the love of God and his race, witnessing the success
attending the proclamation of the gospel, and the
urgent calls for help from many quarters, which could
not be answered, it was matter of deep regret to him
that we had not laborers to go everywhere preaching
the word. He proceeds:

“T have just returned from Harrodsburg, where 35
were added to the congregation of the faithful. It
was a most triumphant and glorious meeting. From
being under the -greatest depression, our friends aro
on the housetop. We organized a congregation of 81
members of the first order, and we are now defended
by all the impartial, high-minded and intelligent men
and women, young and old, about the place.”

How characteristic of the sanguine nature of J. T.
Johnson! He never had a doubt of the correctness
of our great positions, and of their ultimate triumph.
Hence his conviction that all unprejudiced, impartial,
and intelligent persons, giving us a candid hearing,
would be convinced and defend us. He proceeds :

“ We got a few Methodists from their ranks of the
best sort, and others are expected to unite. Harrods-
burg is a central point for the state, and we ought to

o there in July. Say the word and I am with you.
t would be a favorable time, when the people of the
south reach there.”

John T. Johnson was a whole-hearted, noble spirited,
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unselfish man. He loved the cause of God above all
else; he loved his brethren, and especially the labori-
ous, the pious and successful preaching brethren. He
loved to honor them and see them honored. There
was nothing of that narrowness, littleness, jealousy of
spirit, which sometimes shows itself, even in good
men. He had been to Harrodsburg and found a field
where, by the grace of God, he had accomplished
much, and where, he believed, more might be done;
and knowing the ability and popularity of brother
Gano, he is anxious to engage him to attend a meet-
ing with him there; and especially to attend a mecting
at tho time designated—when the wealthy, fashiona-
ble, pleasure-seeking southerners would be there—in
the ardent hope that their thoughts might be turned
to God and Christ and Heaven, and to the pursuit of
leasures infinitely superior to all that carth can give.
hether that meeting was attended, we are not able
to say; but we are fully justified in saying that, from
the time of this meeting and organization, our cause
was permanently established at Harrodsburg. He
adds: ¢ To show you what has been achieved there,
our friends say that a great victory has been obtained
in revolutionizing public sentiment, independent of the
number that submitted to the Saviour.” He was re-
markable for his buoyancy of spirit—always looked
on the bright side of everything and hoped for the
best. Hence he adds: ¢ We have not a bad member
of the 81 who congregated themselves together. The
prominent men of the place defend us with all their
power. Come to town and see me. My wife’s health
18 bad, and I fear it will cripple my future operations.
Ishall be at Dry-Run on Lord’s day. Come and join
me, and let’s hold a protracted meeting.
Most affectionately, yours, J. T. Jounson.”
How perfectly is the soul of this great and good
man absorbed in the work of evangelizing the world,
and building up and uniting the Church. He has not
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been inaptly styled, “The Evangelist of Kentucky.”
Truly, he was a wonderful evangelist.

From the Harbinger for 1838, page 429, brother
Johnson makes the following record regarding two
meetings; the first at Clintonville, embracing the 4th
Lord’s day of June, and the second embracing the 4th
of July at Leesburg:

“JI returned home and met our talented and much
beloved brother Gano at Clintonville, some ten miles
from Paris. We labored hard for six days, and ob-
tained 40 additions. The prospects were still very
good, but we were obliged to return home to meet our
engagement at Leesburg, some ten miles from George-
town. We labored hard for seven days, and obtained
59 additions. Oh! the times were most joyous. On
the 4th of July, sixteen bowed to the Lord.” Ad-
dressing brother Campbell, he says: O, that you
could be with us while the field is so white for the
sickle!”

All the letters of J. T. Johnson disclose the master
passion of his soul—the grand purpose of his life to
build up the cause of God upon the earth. He is con-
stantly on the alert himself, and consulting with others
and seeking their co-operation to carry forward the
work of God. In aletter to Elder J. A. Gano, dated
August 6, 1838, he thus writes:

“Dear Brother Gano: We have changed the meet-
ing at Sugar Ridge to next Thursday, Friday, Satur-
day and Lord’s day, in consequence of previous ar-
rangements that can not be dispensed with. I hope
it will suit you, as we can.let you have any man almost
you may name, to go to Union for you. If you can
not be there on Lord’s day, you can [be there] every
other [da.y;, and you must not fail to be there on the
very first day. Much depends on a good start. The
Eagle Creek meeting is made to correspond with this,
to suit brother Burnet, inasmuch as he'could not be
there on the 3d. We have to be on Eagle the Mon-
day following [the Sugar Ridge meeting]. I want to
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see you badly. We ought to be at the Lancaster
Yearly Meeting the 3d Lord’s day. I have immersed
about 80 recently.  Yours, truly,
J. T. Jonnsow.”

How like the earnest, indefatigable Johnson is all
this! He is anxious for the interests of the cause at
Sugar Ridge and at Eagle Creek. Wants to see
brother Gano, to consult in reference to the interests
of the cause and urge him to go with him to the Lan-
caster Yearly Meeting. Thus, from day to day, from
month to month, and year to year, he is continually
operating and co-operating to push forward the cause
to which he had devoted his life. If Paul could say,
in reference to his fellow apostles, that he labored
more abundantly than they all, Johnson might say the
same in reference to his fellow-laborers. But he was
very modest and unassuming, and never made invidi-
ous comparisons. He never sought to elevate himself
at the expense of his brethren or the cause of Christ.
So long as his brethren in the ministry evinced an inter-
est in the cause, he delighted to give them the full bene-
fit of his influence, of his recommendation. Magnani-
mous, generous, hopeful, and unsuspecting even to a
fault, he was exposed to imposition. Candid, frank,
open-hearted, conscious of the purest motives and the
most worthy aims, he was slow to see anything else in
others. This is a happy temperament, and character-
istic of the noblest and best of our race. In a beauti-
ful sermon of Dr. Blair, of Edinburg, which I read
near forty years ago, I remember very distinctly this
sentiment, expressed, I think, in these words: ¢Itis
better to be deceived, than never to trust.” True
enough! How miserable is he who has lost confidence
in his race! Alas! that Christians, even professed
Christians, should give one another so many evidences
of their want of trustworthiness! Lord, help us all
to be more trustworthy, that we may be more trusting
and therefore more happy!

In June of this year, brother Johnson held a suc-

12
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cossful meeting in Lexington, of which ho thus speaks
in a letter to brother J. A. Gano:
¢ LEXINGTON, June 15, 1838.

Dear Brother Gano: We are laboring here against
wind and tide, and yet we still succeed. We have had
sixteen or seventeen additions. The prospects are
brightening, while the enemy is raging. I am amused
with their raving. I wish you were here to help me.”

This letter was written just before the-time ap-
pointed for him and brother Gano to be at Clinton-
ville. That meeting seems to have been much upon
his mind and in his heart. Hence, he adds: “I am
summoned as a witness in Frankfort, in the case of
Dudley and Chambers, and shall be compelled to be
there next Thursday. IfI can leave court, I shall be
at Clintonville Friday. If not, I will be with you as
soon as relieved. Don’t fail to be there.

Most affectionately yours, J.T. JorNsoN.”

From the Harbinger for ’88, on page 882, we have
this communication from J. T. Johnson: “I believe L
wrote you concerning our success at Mt. Carmel [in
Bourbon County], where upward of fifty obeyed.” On
page 572, of the same volume, we extract the follow-
ing, from our excellent brother W. H. Whittington,
long since deceased, giving an account of a meeting
held by brother Johnson, at Grassy Springs, Wood-
ford County, Ky. He says: “He |J.T. Johnson] la-
bored with all his peculiar zeal and potency. The re-
sult was, about forty-four confessed that Jesus was the
Son of God—the Saviour of sinners. We had a most
interesting time. O, that we had many such men as
brother Johnson in the field! May the Lord grant
him a long, happy and useful life.”

About this time rumors unfavorable to & certain
public man of ability, in a distant state, reached Ken-
tucky. Brother Johnson had been written to upon
the subject, and, perhaps, other preachers. This man,
some ycars before, had suddenly fallen, and subse-
quently left the state. Brother Johnson was alive to
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the interests of the cause everywhere; and hearing
that a brother occupying a prominent position, and
whom he highly esteemed, was about to write and in-
quire into the matter—and fearing something might
be said that might be unfavorable to the cause, he ad-
dressed a letter to him. I introduce some extracts
from this letter, to show the cautiousness of brother
Johnson—his good common sense, and the great in-
terest he felt in the cause:

“Dear Brother ——: I understand you are on the
eve of writing to brother ——, in.reference to brother
. The matter concerning which you were in-
formed, may be incorrect; and I desire to say to you,
be cautious what you say. Brother wrote to me
on the subject, and I have replied to him, that as he
was reinstated in his congregation, they had best
make the most of him in all good faith, and never cast
him off until compelled. He is now doing great good,
and if he can be kept free from , he can perhaps
be saved, and be the means of saving many others.
We should not be the means of destroying the useful-
ness of any of our friends.”

This, under all the circumstances, was very good ad-
vice ; but, however this may be, it was certainly con-
ceived in the best feeling—evineing, at once, great in-
terest in the happiness and salvation of the person
implicated, and afso in the cause of Christ, with which
he was identified. He knew the man well—knew him
to'be an able and successful proclaimer of the gospel,
and capable of accomplishing a great deal for the best
of causes. At the time then present he was, as far as
known, conducting himself well, and turning many to
God. Brother Johnson, therefore, was hopeful that,
by a prudent course on the part of the brethren, he
might be saved. His advice, therefore, was that they
should stand by him, and encourage him, and guard
him, as long as his conduct would allow them to do it,
in the hope, first, of saving him, and, second, of saving
others by his ministry. Perhaps brother Johnson
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thought of the language of Paul, regarding certain
persons who preached Christ from improper motives,
¢ Nevertheless,” says he, ¢ whether in pretense or in
truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice,
ea, and will rejoice.” - The apostle certainly teaches
ere, that the unworthiness of the teacher of the truth
will not destroy its efficacy upon the mind and heart
of those who receive it in good faith from his lips, and
reduce it to practice in their lives. Else how could
Paul rejoice that Christ was preached? He could not
rejoice in the unworthiness of the teachers. But he
knew that as Christ was preached—the truth, the gos-
pel, the way of life—that gospel would be the power
of God to salvation to all who believed it and obeyed
it. He rejoiced, therefore, that the truth preached by
unworthy teachers, was saving those who embraced it.
By the way, if the want of what may be regarded
as a regular vocation and ordination, on the part of a
teacher who preaches Christ, will not destroy the effi-
cacy- of that truth on the hearts and lives of those who
receive it in good faith from his lips, will such want
destroy the efficacy of Christian baptism, administered
by such a teacher to such subjects? If you say it
will, you take Popish ground—the ground of apostolic
succession, which is a mere figment of Popery and
High-churchism, which has no support in scripture,
nor in fact. Besides, it makes the salvation of those
deceived by such a teacher, who have themselves acted
in good faith, and had no means of detecting the im-
posture, an utter impossibility! Who can believe
this? “It is required of & man according to what he
hath, and not sccording to what he hath not.” Now,
although this was spoken in referenee to the contribu-
tion of our means-to promote the cause of Christ, yet,
certainly, it establishes a general law. God requires
no impossibilities of his creatures. The Judge of all
the earth, will do right. But if you shrink from these
consequences of this Popish position, then you occup
our ground. Baut, to return from this digression. We
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close this chapter with a few thoughts upon Church
Discipline.

That very much mischief has been the result of rash-
ness and too. great rigidness and haste in matters of
discipline, must be admitted. It has been said, in
reference to the past, we think, very truthfully, that
the world has been governed too much. This has
been true, too, in many instances, in regard to famil-
ies and churches. In both these, therefore, if we
would promote the best interests of all concerned, we
must hold the reins with a firm and steady hand, ming-
ling kindness, firmness and love in all our words and
actions—not expecting nor exacting too much; not
seeing, or seeming to see, every little impropriety, and
rebuking it; but seeking to imbue the minds of all
with prin¢iples and motives suited to dispose them to
perform the duties which devolve upon them in their
varied relations of life. But, however true it may be
in regard to churches in the olden times—that they
were governed too much—that, certainly, is not the
fault of these times. Now, alas! discipline is almost
entirely neglected, and men are allowed to do almost
anything that seems good in their own eyes! Alas!
poor human nature! We are almost always on ex-
tremes—too rigid or too loose. Extremes beget ex-
tremes, and meet in their consequences. The great
duty of churches, especially of the rulers, is to study
and keep the golden mean between extremes. Chris-
tianity is pre-eminently & religion of principle —re-
guiring, in all its votaries, holiness of heart and life.

udaism was a rigid system of law, and made servants.
Christianity is o system of grace, and makes sons.
Seryants ere moved by fear; sons by love—by prin-
ciple. Christianity lays down great principles, which
underlie the entire superstructure of true morality
and piety. The Law of Moses was written on cold
marble—indicative of its nature. The Law of Christ—
the law of love—is written on the fleshy tables of the
heart. God sends forth into the heart of every obe-
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dient believer, the spirit of his Son, crying, Abba
TFather! It is the duty of all who love our Lord Je-
sus Christ, to seek, by precept and example, to inspire
all the members of the body with the pure and unself-
ish principles of our holy religion-—to lift them above
the impure atmosphere of the earth—the low and un-
worthy strifes, and ambitions and aims—whdére all run
in a race, and no one gains the prize; where deluded
mortals walk in honor’s gaudy show, or dig for golden
ore, and toil for heirs they know not who, and straight
are seen no more—where they rage and strive, desire
and love, but all their noise is vain—to bring them
into holy communion and fellowship with the Father
and Son, by the Holy Spirit, that they may enter
heartily into the spirit of the grand purposes of God,
4n reference to the unity and purity of the Church, and
salvation of the world. O! if we gould but get pro-
fessors thus inspired with the God-like aims and pur-
poses of our holy religion—to enter into sympathy
with the great heart of God, of Christ and the Church,
in the work of human redemption; then, indeed, we
would be as a city set upon a hill—then would our
light so shine before men that thei would see our good
works, and glorify our Father in heaven! But, if all
our efforts in this direction fail, and stlll offenses come,
woe to them by whom they come! The congregations
must have well-defined views of what their duty is in
such cases, and use discipline cautiously, but firmly
and promptly. The Church must bear her testimony
against the vices and corruptions of the world. Even
Wien it becomes the duty of the Church to exclude
one who can not be reclaimed, it is the best that can
be done, both for the Church and the person excluded.
The Church demonstrates by such a course that she
will not wink at sin; and the offender, separated from
the Church, may pause in his career and reform, and
thus the discipline of the Church may be the occasion
of his salvation.
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CHAPTER XIV.—1839.

Thoughts upon the character of J. T. Johnson—The secret of his
success—His enlarged views : his benevolence—His plan for endow-
ing Bacon College—Is deceived by an imposter.

The year 1839, upon the history of which we now
enter, in connection with the life of J. T. Johnson,
was another triumphant year for our cause—the caunse
of original Christianity—and not less triumphant for
the subject of these papers. We are happy to know
that, at the period o}) which we write, we had very
many devoted, laborious, and-successful evangelists in
the field; bnt, certainly, we had none more devoted,
self-sacriﬁcing, laborious, and successful than the gen-
erous, the chivalrous J. T. Johnson. Doubtless we
had among us many men who were his superiors in
erudition, in a knowledge of the rules of logic, the art
of reasoning, but who was equal to him in the unspeak-
ably important art of touching all the springs of action
in the human soul, and setting his hearers to work?
Here was his forte. It was impossible to stand before
him and look into his face and witness his calmness
and self-possession and deep earnestness, as evinced
by the intonations of his voice, by every gesture of
his person, and every expression of his countenance,
and for one moment question his motives or doubt his
honesty. It was difficult to hear him, and feel disposed
to question the truth of anything he said. He was
truly a highly accomplished Christian gentleman. He
was a man of great physical and moral courage, but
meek and quiet and gentle as a lamb—always ready
to forgive. He was conscious in himself of the purest
motives, the highest and holiest aims connected with
the glory of God and the highest good of his race; and
therefore he never suspected'evil in others until it was
most palpably developed. Hence, he was never envi-
ous. He believed his fomily was the best family, his
children the best children, and his brotherhood decid-
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edly the best in the world, and our cause unquestiona-
bly the cause of God and the human race. Never en-
vious himself, but full of confidence and love, he was
never (except by the meanest of the mean) envied, but
always confided in and loved. Even his encmies were
constrained to respect him. Happily organized to
look upon the bright side of things—always hopeful—
and in addition to this, being soundly converted, thor-
oughly imbued with the love of God and his race, en-
tering fully into the spirit of the original evangelists
of the Cross, whose field was the world, and whose
work was the proclamation of the gospel for its ¢on-
version, and, in mind and heart, sympathizing with
the grand purposes of the Divine Father, in Jesus
Christ, our Lord, in regard to the union of his people
and the eonversion of the world; he was eminently
(not to say pre-eminenly), fitted to be a leader, a great
captain of the evangelical hosts. His brethren so re-
garded him, and therefore wherever he went, despond-
enc‘{ gave way to hope, fear to courage, apathy and
coldness to interest and zeal, indolence to industry,
unbelief to faith—a faith that worked by love and
broke down opposition. He had no such a word as
FAIL in his vocabulary, in the work of the Master.
He was, therefore, never defeated. His faith never
failed—never realized a defeat. Hence his great suc-
cess. But he was not a mere evangelist, laboring
simply to make converts. He was anxious to have
the Churches organized with proper officers, according
to the teachings of the New Testament, that they
might meet together every Lord’s day, where it was
at all practicable, and attend to the ordinances of
apostolic teaching, contribution, breaking of bread,
and prayers. He believed that these weekly, or if
you please, primary assemblies of the saints, are the
nurseries of all true piety, and pre-eminently the pri-
mary schools of the preachers. That, if things are
right here, they are most likely to be right everywhere
in the family of God. He was no enthusiast—did not
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believe that men now are called and qualified to preach
as the apostles were. He believed that the age of
miracles is past. Now that it has thoroughly furnished
the Church to every good work, we are to expect no
special revelations to reveal to us who is to preach or
what is to be preached. That we must now study the
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make us wise to
salvation, threugh faith in Christ Jesus. Hence, he
was in favor of common schools, high schools and
colleges, all sorts of schools that have for their object
the imparting such education as will fit the masses to
read the word of God and learn the way of life. He
knew, as it has been often said, that *educated mind
rules the world,” and hence, when, as we have seen
by a singular combination of circumstances in the
providence of God, Bacon College was established and
thrown into our hands, as a people, brother J. T. John-
son took hold of it with all his heart, and labored day
and night in every way ho could serve it—by getting
a charter for it, by giving his means, his influence,
by acting as agent to havc.it endowed. And whether
it was prospered or encompassed with difficulties that
finally worked its temporary defeat, he never forsook
it—never despaired. It was now (1839), established
at Harrodsburg, and a plan for its endowment was
agreed upon by its friends, and C. J. Smith was sent
out to endow the college upon this plan. Brother J.
T. Johnson entered most heartily into the spirit-of this
work, as appears by the following publication he made
during this year, in the Millenial Harbinger for 1839,
on pages 880-1:

“Brother Campbell : 1 desire to suggest a plan for.
endowing Bacon College, which T hope will be
promptly acceded to by our brethren and friends:

1. The effort will be to obtain from one to one thou-
sand names; of $100 each, payable in five equal annual
installments. 2. The principal to be held sacred. 3.
Half of tho interest to be faithfully devoted to the edu-
cation of sch poor youths as may bofistlected by the

13
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trustees. 4. Payment to commence within the year
ending the first of July, 1840. The above are the
conditions.

AS a trustee, I shall feel it my duty to have the
names of the donors inscribed on parchment or mar-
ble, and subjected to the inspection of the friends and
relatives of the party. As I wrote you a few days
past, at thé close of our meeting at Republican, the
above proposition was submitted by the agent, Curtis
J. Smith, sustained by brother Thos. Smith and myself;
and to the eternal honor of the brethren, ten of them
nobly stepped forward, and became the first fruits of
the plan. It would be an easy matter for one thou-
sand to engage in this benevolent design. A letter
from any one authorizing his signature to the above
soheme, would relieve from much labor. The benefits
of such an endowment are incalculable. We should
then occupy elevated ground. Surely the wealthy
brethren will not need to be entreated to engage in
this benevolent enterprize. If this call is properly
responded to, we shall have the names of one thou-
sand persons before the expiration of 1839. I pray
the Lord for its success.

Most affectionately yours,  J.T. JoHNsoN.”

Whatever J. T. Johnson did, he did with his might.
The very thought of getting an endowment of one
hundred thousand dollars for Bacon College, inspires
him with new zeal and ardor in the cause. And then
to his large soul and generous heart, looking at the
wealth and numbers of our people, it seems to him a
thing that might so easily be dono, he is sanguine in
the hope it will be done in a few short months. And
then he says we shall occupy elevated ground. Yes,
our people will occupy elevated ground as the donors
of such an excellent and very useful school as Bacon
Colle[%e is and will be, thus elevated by a liberal endow-
ment! He looks through the vista of oncoming
years, made bright and glorious by his visions of a
most triumphant and brilliant future for the college,
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and exclaims in ecstacy, “ The benefits of such an en-
dowment are incalculable!” He sees in the glowing
future, judges, senators, statesmen, lawyers, physi-
cians, presidents and professors of colleges, teachers
and literary men in every department of learning—
coming out from their alma mater, ready to wield
their mighty influence in defense of the Bible and
apostolic Christianity. But, better and more encour-
aging than all this, all along the bright future of the
college, every few years he sees numbers of these
pious young men who are to be especially educated
for the gospel ministry, by the interest accruing from
fifty thousand dollars, coming into the evangelical
field, their minds well freighted with all useful learn-
ing, profane and sacred—their hearts all glowing with
love to God and man, willing to spend and be spent
for the glory of God, the union of his people, and
the salvation of the world. And while these bright
visions of the future pass in review before him, he
says, “the benefits are incalculable! Surely the
wealthy brethren will”> furnish the means. ¢ ;ray
the Lord for its success.” Such'a man was J. T.
Johnson. We accuse no one, but we are very safe in
saying that if every one had been as disinterested in
his actions and feelings toward Bacon College, it
never would have gone down, even for & time. The
writer has a very distinct recollection of the period
of which he writes, and remembers the activity of J.
T. Johnson to complete the endowment of the college
upon the plan just suggested. I remember, too, that
he induced me to take an agency, and that in a very
short time I raised some twenty-five thousand dollars,
in one hundred dollar subscriptions.

We propose now to note his labors as-an evange-
list, and the success attending, as far as we have docu-
ments. He states in the brief outline of his life he
has left, that five hundred additions, or more, were the
fruits of his labor during this year. In the Millen-
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nial Harbinger for 1839, page 284, we find the fol-
lowing letter from him :
% GieorGETOWN, Ky., Feb. 7, 1839.

I have recovered sufficiently from the sciatic attack
to go to Mt. Vernon and hold a four days’ meeting.
Brother Parker, formerly a Baptist preacher, was wit
me Friday and Saturday. He is a sound man, and a
good speaker, and I think he will do much good if he

ersevere, which there is not the least cause to doubt.

rother PinkertonvFL. L.], whom you know, was with
me all the time. We obtained six. All were worthy
persons. I must say that brother Pinkerton fills m
eye; he is destined to do much good, if he lives.
could sit and listen to him all the time. I bless the
Lord that we have such young men in the ranks to fill
the places of older men who are growing out of date.

J. T. JomNsoN.”

This extract developes J. T. Johnson’s childlike
simplicity and unsuspecting nature. This Parker,
who turns out to be unworthy, and is taken up as a
counterfeiter, brother Johnson receives, in the good-
ness of his heart, upon his own statement, I judge,
and expresses his belief that he is sound, and the con-
fident hope of his future usefulness. In the following
June he wrote brother Campbell a letter, regarding
Parker and another impostor, from which we make
some extracts.that may be useful, not only as devel-
oping the character of J. T. Johnson, but to put indi-
viduals and Churches on their guard against imposi-
tion:

¢ Dear Brother Campbell—The impositions prac-
ticed upon us by Parker and Vint, agd others, should
induce us to adhere’ more rigidly to the instructions
of the apostles, in selecting and ordaining evangelists.
Any person who travels over the country as an evan-
ielist, without authority from a congregation of the

ord, does not understand the genius, the spirit, and
the obligations of the Christian religion; and this
being true, such a person should not be received. He
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ought to be better advised and sent home. The evan-
gelist should feel it his indispensable duty to have his
letters of credit and authority always at command ; and
he should never approach a strange neighborhood
without producing them. I began to suspect the
purity of Parker, in a week or so after I wrote the
letter you have published. I was fearful, however,
of doing him injustice, and let the matter rest until I
saw his confinement as a counterfeiter announced. I
prefer to have erred on the safe side. But we should
have been more rigid and scrupulous with him. Such
a man merits the penitentiary; and if he should visit
these parts again, I presume, he will be put. to the
trial. What black-hearted hypocrisy, to approach a
congre%ation as a servant of God, and of the Lord
Jesus Christ, while basely meditating cheatery and
crime !
Most affectionately yours,  J. T. JonNsoN.”

The extracts, from both these letters, are highly
characteristic of the subject of this writing. No man
was more slow to suspect evil than J. T. Johnson; and
none more ready, when it was clearly developed, to
condemn it, and tarn his back both upon it and its
author. _ .

We proceed, now, to note more particularly his
labors and successes, for the year 1839, in his own
chosen sphere of operations, the Evangelical field. In
his letter of the Tth February, he gives an account of
his meeting at Mount Vernon, where, for the first
time, I presume, he heard our then young and prom-
ising brother, L. L. Pinkerton. He is delighted with
him, and determines to take this young Timothy with
him, to help him, in his arduous labors. Or, rather,
he goes to help brother Pinkerton, in his field of labor,
and brings him home with him. His next report,
found in the Harbinger on p. 284, is as follows:

“ GeoraeToWN, Ky., Feb. 28, 1839.

Dear Brother Campbell—I have just reached home,
with our worthy young brother, Pinkerton, from a
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tour of about twelve days, includin%vthe third and
fourth Lord’s days in this month. We spent, at the
start, Thursday and Friday at Shelbyville (ﬁ)rother
William Morton being with us all the time), where we
gained eight valuable additions, three of whom were
Baptists. On Saturday morning we proceeded to
Chinoweth’s Run, in Jefferson county, within three
miles of Jeffersontown, and twelve miles from Louis-
ville—a part of the fisld of brother Pinkerton’s labors,
where Mr. Stiles had, a few days previously, assailed
us with his accustomed vehemence and recklessness.
Our labors were confined to those places, and their
vicinities, for nine days, with the exception of three
efforts at Middletown, four miles distant from Jeffer-
sontown. During that time forty-nine valuable [al-
ways “valuable,” ¢estimable,” or *worthy,” etc.—
How characteristic !] additions were made to this glo-
rious cause, at the two first-named places [Chinoweth’s
Run and J eﬂ'ersontown], and three at the latter [Mid-
dletown], which make sixty in twelve days. What a
glorious triumph of the gospel! Prospects were still
brilliant, but prior, indispensable engagements called
us-home. May the Lord bless and preserve you many
years; and may your efforts be abundantly blessed,
until you shall be celled home from the field of bat-
tle. J. T. JonNson.”

Just one month from the date of the above report
of this very successful tour of twelve days, he wrote
two letters, giving an account of another very success-
ful tour. These letters were written to brethren
Campbell and Gano. The one addressed to brother
Campbell is found in the Harbinger for 1839, on page
337, and is as follows:

¢« GEORGETOWN, Ky., March 28, 1839.

I reached home, from Louisville (where I had the
pleasure of seeing, and hearing you) evening before
last. I labored two weeks in thie city, and obtained
forty-four excellent additions to the congregation of
the Lord. The brethren discharged their duty faith-
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fully, and they merit the assistance of the evangelists.
They are much elated, and they feel disposed to put
forth their energies anew, in this glorious cause.
Your discourses had a wonderful effect, and I made-
the best use I could of the happy influence which had
been produced. Brother Morton came to my help,
but was so unwell, he was compelled to leave for home.
[He then lived in Shelb ville.} He immersed four
persons on the Lord’s ({ay following your visit to
Shelbyville. I regretted deeply I could not be with
you in Georgetown. The circumstances imperiounsly
required me to stay; and I know you would have
advised me to that course. J. T. Jonnson.”

This letter is highly characteristic, and speaks for
itself—needs no comment.

His letter to brother Gano is of the same date, and
on the same subject mainly, but contains some addi-
tional items which serve to develop the character of J.
T. Johnson. = This was & private letter, but, by the
politeness of brother Gano, I am permitted to use it,
and many others he has kindly furnished me. We
make from it the following extracts:

¢ (EORGETOWN, March 28, 1839.

Beloved Brother Gano: When can you visit our
town? [He has just returned from a successful meet-
ing at Louisville; and, filled with an ardent desire for
the success of the cause in his own town, and satisfied
that no one could be more useful than brother Gano,
ho writes as above. He adds, in the strength of his
faith and hope:] Now is the time; we can succeed,
if you will come. I will assist you all that I can. I
have & mind to commence this Friday night, and hold
on for quantity. Can you come? [He then gives an
account of his Louisville meeting, already reported,
and adds:] Brother Elley was with me one week of
the time [lt Louisville], but I had to speak all, as he
was at home. [He, then, thus appeals to brother
Gano, to help him also at Louisville and Mt. Vernon.
He not only thought of Georgetown, and wished to
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sce the cause triumph there; but, at once, he thinks
of Louisville and Mt. Vernon, and presses brother
Gano to help him at those points also. Hear him :]
Now, will you go with me there [to Louisville], an
give them another trial? We can do more than has
been done. [How strong in faith and hope! Ile
adds:] You must be with me without fail, at Mt. Ver-
non, on ta-morrow week, to hold a protracted meeting.
Come! You must help me. All the brethren say
come. Most affectionately,  J. T. Jonnsox.”
The following report from this most laborious serv-
ant of God, who was never weary in well-doing him-
self, will indicate the field of his labors during the
greatest part of April of this year:
“GEORGETOWN, May 2, 1839.
On Tuesday last, I reached home, from a tour of
sixteen days at New Albany and Charleston, in Indi-
ana. At the former place I spent nine days, and had
the pleasure of gaining thirty accessipns to the good
cause of the Lord. Brother Brown came for me on
Lord’s day evening, from Charleston, where he had
delivered several addresses, and on Monday morning
we repaired to the field of battle. The congregation
was in waiting when we reached the house, and I was
much elated at appearances. We commenced one of
the most interesting meetings of modern days. Within
seven days we gained seventy-seven additions to the
cause of heaven and heaven’s King. It was a most
glorious victory. ‘The prospects were good for as
many more; but I was compelled to return home to
my family, and to meet the trustees of our college.
The trustees of the college have had a meeting,
which closed to-day. They %\ave located the college
at Harrodsburg, inasmuch as they made the most lib-
eral offer for it. One hundred scholarships [of $500
each] have been obtained in Mercer County, with ten
thousand dollars to ereet buildings, etc. I shall still
labor for its success; but I expect to spend my days
in Georgetown. May the Lord bless our efforts to
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sustain it!” What magnanimity! The college is
taken from his own town, where he expects to live and
die, and, of course, the town must be injured by its
removal. But a majority at least of the trustees think
the good of the cause of Christ, and of education, re-
quires the change; and J. T. Johnson, with a noble
disinterestedness, says, Amen! “I shall still labor
for its success,” and pray for it, too. Such a man was
J. T. Johnson. Would that we had myriads of such
noble spirits! From a letter addressed to brother
Campbell, and found in the Harbinger, on pages 877-8,
we make the following extracts:
“ (*EORGETOWN, June 26, 1839,

Since I last wrote you, I held a meeting of a day or
two in this neighborhood, and immersed a most ami-
able young married lady, whose example I hope will
influence several others who are capable of doing much
good for the cause. Last Saturday, and Lord’s day
morning and evening, I was at South Elkhorn again.
Brother Fleming was with me. [Brother Fleming was
a most estimable and useful man. Brother Johnson
adds:] May the Lord bless him for his faithfulness
and his untiring efforts in the glorious work. We
geined fourteen during the meeting—making seyenlg-
one in all at this place, and thirty at Republican. On
Monday morning we obtained two young gentlemen,
who had received their education at our college. The
success in the above-named neighborhood is a most
triumphant display of the truth and power of the gos-
pel, as acknowledged by all parties. It speaks almost
as much for the advancement of the cause as the re-
cent reconciliation among the brethren at Lexington.
Both parties acted nobly. They were willing to forget
and forgive, and acted upon the principle of mutual
forgiveness and forbearance. As the mutual friend
of both parties, I approached them, and, without the
compromise of any truth or principle, the matter was
amicably adjusted in a very short time—taking, as
their basis, the preamble and resolutions you had fur-
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nished them. May the matter rest forever! [So, J.
T. Johnson prayed twenty-one years ago, and, thank
heaven, it has so rested ever since, and, I trust, ever
will. Headds:] The cause has received incalculable
benefit from this reconciliation. Bless the Lord, O,

my soul! J. T. Jomnson.”
But we must condense, or this chapter will be too
long.

From a report from J. A. Gano, from the Harbin-
ger for ’89, page 469, we learn that brother Johnson
was at Caneridge the last of June, with himself and
other brethren, and that some four were obedient to
the faith; that he was at Millersburg the second Lord’s
day of July, and some twenty-two were induced to
submit to the Saviour.

On page 470 of the same vol., we have a report of
some meetings from his own pen, from which we make
some extracts: “I have just returned home from a
stege of eight days at the Cave Spring (near the
residence of Edmond Waller), where we gained forty-
cight additions to the cause of truth, much to the
gratification of the brethren and friends..... I re-
turned by South Elkhorn, where I met brother Flem-
ing. We labored Saturday, Lord’s day and Monday,
and obtained three more additions, making in all fifty-
one during this trip.”” This was in July. ,

From the same vol., page 472, we collect the fol-
lowing interesting items:

“ GEORGETOWN, Ky., Sept. 4, 1839.

I have just returned home after a tour of three
weeks.  Ispent five days at Mt. Sterling, where many.
of the brethren were assembled at their annual meet-
ing.” Altogether there were forty-eight additions at
that meeting. He was compelled to leave and attend
the annual meeting in Lancaster, Garrard county, Ky.
Ile says: ¢TI labored with the brethren in Garrard
county for seven days, and we had forty additions.”
He then went to Given’s meeting house, in Lincoln,
where thirteen were added to that church. His duties
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called him away from this meeting to Harrodsburg.
He preached twice there, and had one valuable acces-
sion. From that point he returned home.

From the Harbinger for 1840, on page 39, we
gather the following items:

¢« GEORGETOWN, Oct. 3, 1839.

I'reached home on the 1st inst., after a three weeks’
tour.” He went first to Millersburg, where he re-
mained three days—where four were added. Thence
to Carlisle, with brother J. N. Payne and the writer,
where he staid two days—Tuesday and Wednesday.
Here I remember he had full houses, and under one
of his heroic and touching appeals, Governor Metcalfe
was moved to tears, and left the house. They had
been intimate acquaintances for some thirty years.
Their first acquaintance was formed, I presume, at
Fort Meigs, where they met on the field of battle,
driving back the Indians, and triumphantly entering
the fort on the memorable 5th of May, 1818. Met-
calfe was a captain under Boswell, and J. T. Johnson
o volunteer aid of General W. H. Harrison. They
were subsequently together in the Legislature of Ken-
tucky, and afterward some four years together in the
Congress of the United States, While, therefore, in
his own peculiar and heroic style, he spoke of those
with whom he had stood “shoulder to shoulder,” bat-
tling for the liberties of our common country, and
with a full heart spoke of the liberties of the children
of God us infinitely more valuable than these—of the
precious blood of the Saviour, which was shed to se-
curc these blessings for us, without money and without
price, on our part—and then, in a style all his own,
said, as no other man could say it, ¢ Who would not
be a soldier of the Cross, a follower of the Lamb!”—
the governor’s stern nature was touched, and he
thought it prudent to retire. :

From Carlisle, he went to Flemingsburg, where he
met Dr. Hall, ond they together labored some ten or
twelve days, cmbracing two Lord’s days, under very
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unfavorable circumstances, and gained twenty-three
converts, “and constituted a congregation of about
forty members, who are resolved to act out the doc-
trine they have professed.” This was the first per-
manent establishment of our cause in this town. .

From Flemingsburg he went to Maysville and Mays-
lick, and so on home; he reports z)rty-lwo as the
fruits of that three weeks’ tour.

_ On page 42 of the same vol., we gather several
important items. From the last of October until the
close, or near the close of the year, he labored mostl
about home. He saysyunder date of Nov. 18,
have been laboring in Georgetown and its vicinity for
the last four or five weeks, and the result has been
an addition of between thirty and forty to the congre-
ation.” In a note to the above, he says: «“I was at
easley [in Mason county] near four days,and fifteen
additions (as well as I recollect) were made.”

Under date of the 12th Dec., he says: « We have
just closed & four days’ meeting, held by brother
Ricketts, much to the edification of the brethren, and
to the gratification of all his hearers. We had the
pleasure to hear the confession of four persons during
the meeting; among them was the estimable Mrs.
Willis, of whom I spoke to you the other day, at
Mayslick. She is the daughter of Mr. Cohen, the
learned Jew of Richmond, Va., with whom you con-
versed while there, in the convention some years past.
It was most exciting to the brethren, when she united
with us. May the Lord bless her, and those with
whom she is associated by the ties of kindred, is my
most ardent prayer. J. T. JonNson.”

We have two private letters from him to brother J.
A. Gano, dated in October, from which we make the
following extracts. We must condense:

¢ GEORGETOWN, Oct, 9, 1839.

Brother Gano: The time for accessions to the cause
in Georgetown, is, in my judgment, favorable. I have
had several meetings with fine congregations and un-
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usual attention. Iimmersed Mrs. Bell and. a young
lady on Lord’s day. The brethren are in good spirits,
and in a good humor for hearing.” He says: ¢ The
brethren unanimously want you to preach for them
once a month for a year, holding each month a three
or four days’ meeting.” In this way, he says, the
Church at g![t. Vernon has added sixty to their num-
ber this year. Here is another scheme of brother
Johnson to build up the cause at Georgetown. “Here
(he adds) we ought to make the pillars of sectarian-
ism tumble to the ground. We can do this by a pru-
dent, but bold and manly effort. I have meeting
again on Friday night, and expect to continue from
day to day, as long as I can do good. By all means
you ought to be here. Now is the time to do good.
Most affectionately, J. T. JouNsoN.”

From the second letter, dated six days later than
the one above, brother Gano seems to have gone to
his help, though we have no account of the result, as
the meeting seems to be still on hand. He continues
to urge brother Gano to labor for them one year at
Georgetown and Dry Run. Thus, from time to time,
from year to year, did this noble man of God labor
by every means in his power to build up the cause of
(god in Greorgetown, Dry Run, and wherever he could,
by his own labor, and the labors of others whom he
could enlist to help him.

During this year, brother Johnson was afflicted by
the very sudden death of his youngest child, a favor-
ite boy, bearing his own name. We close this chap-
ter with a very brief, but touching account of it,
written by himself, and a few most appropriate re-
marks appended by brother Campbell. The following
is his note addressed to A. Campbell, and brother
Campbell’s remarks :

¢« (:EORGETOWN, K., Sept. 5, 1839.

Did I inform you that a few weeks back I had left
home on a preaching tour to Cynthiana? The same
day, at night, a messenger arrived with news that our
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lovely little boy, eight months old, had been scized
with fits. I dashed for home [near twenty miles]—
reached there just before eleven o’clock at night; but
he had gone to the Lord. Itwas a severe blow, but I
rejoice to know that he is safe with the Lord, and
fréed from the vexations of this troublesome world.
My wife was, for a time, overwhelmed with grief. I
hope she has risen superior to it. He was our favo-
rite little J. T. J. The Lord gives—the Lord takes
away—blessed be the name of the Lord!
J. T. JorNsow.”

How much is expressed in these few lines! How
full, even to overflowing, alike with the tenderest do-
mestic affection, and the strongest faith in God !

Brother Campbell adds these precious words :

“ How much consolation there is in believing the
fact that the offspring of the righteous—even their
babes—are precious in the sight of the Lord, and that
our Father, and their Father, our God and their God,
has infinitely mere tenderness and affection for them,
than the most tender mother ever cherished for her
most beloved child. With what cheerfulness, then,
may we-not resign them into the hand of so gracious
a Father and benefactor.”

CHAPTER XV.—1840.

His astonishing labors, mental and plgaica.l—Debate—Two import-
ant concessions—Great success —Urges his brethren in all quar-
ters, who were calling for his labars; o sustain the good preachers
they had, and raise up more ; and not to attach too much import-
ance to the labors of any one mam, and all of them to “ Work
on—Work on—Work on.” He was mont self-sacrificing—Urges
the sending & missionary to the Edst, and to the Old World—Op-

m to modern revival machinery—~Our numbers in Kentucky—
ellaneous matters .

_In this chapter, we present a brief sketch of the
history and labors of J. T. Johnson for the year
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1840. In accordance with our plan we intend to do
this, as far as practicable, in his own language. Al-
though the documents in our reach are by no means
full, they are sufficient to excite our wonder more and
more, that one of a frame so small, so slender and
delicate, could be capable of such endurance—of such
incessant toils, both physieal and mental, day and
night, for weeks and months, and long years upon
years together! Such was the life of J. T. Johnson.

The first line we have from him in this year was
written in March, is addressed to A. Campbell, and
may be found in the Harbinger for 1840, on pages
184-5. We make some extracts from this letter.

“ GeoraETOWN, Ky., March 2, 1840.

I reached home a few evenings past, having been
engaged with brother Moss for five weeks, day and
night, in proclaiming the soul-inspiring truths con-
nected with the ancient gospel. The fields of our la-
bor were Dover, Minerva, Germantown, Augusta, and
the neighborhood of Flag Spring, in Campbell county.
We hag 2 most glorious time, and obtained about 120
additions to the best of all causes advocated by mor-
tal man. Eighty of these were the fruits of our la-
bors at old Germantown. It only remains for the
brethren to be true to themselves, to secure the most
unexampled triumph in modern times.”

How perfectly characteristic! Ho proceeds: “You
are aware that the Methodist College is located at
Augusta; as this place lay in our way, and being
strongly solicited by our friends, we resolved to give
them an opportunity of a hearing. Various rumors
had reached us. It was suggested that we were afraid
to appear in Augusta. It was whispered that there
might be efforts to oper the doors of the Methodist
meeting-house to us, provided we would admit replies.
Again, it was rumored that we would be replied to at
all events, if permitted. -Nothing daunted, we repaired
to the place. No meeting-houses were opened to us;
but, thanks be to the Lord! a most commodious



160 BIOGRAPHY OF

building, formerly the court-house, but now belong-
ing to a private citizen, was most courteously and
kindly granted to us, at the request of our fricnds.
To that gentleman we feel under great obligations for
his liberality and kindness.

We were met at the very commencement by Messrs.
McCown and Watt —the first the professor of lan-
guages in Augusta College, and a preacher of that
" order; the latter a Presbyterian preacher, recently
from Virginia. The first encountered brother Moss,
-and the latter myself. Mr. Watt and myself passed

several rounds on the subjects of creeds, baptism, and
the operation of the Spirit in conversion. When he
had satisfied himself, we ceased by mutual consent.”
A debate continued for several days—first between
brother Moss and McCown, and then between Moss
and Watt, after Watt and J. T. Johnson had closed
their controversy. He adds: “As soon as the debate
closed, the parties and their friends withdrew. Our
doors were opened, while theirs were closed. This
speaks volumes in favor of the truth. My present
recollection is, that we obtained eleven confessions in
Augusta, notwithstanding all the opposition, public
and private.”” A church of upward of twenty was
organized upon the Bible alone, and brother J. M.
Holton was appointed as their elder, of whom brother
Johnson says, very justly: ¢ He is, as you know, not
only worthy of the station, but qualified to sustain
the cause, no matter by whom opposed. Our friends
in Augusta, in and out of the congregation, are able
to cope with our opponents. Thanks to the Lord, we
obtained some noble-minded Methodists. We hope
we have many friends among them; and we hope yet
to gain more over to the glorious cause of pure truth.
One of the most serious complaints I have against
them is this: While we are treated as unworthy of
Christian fellowship and regard, they use all their in-
fluence to retain those who have fellowship for us, and
the truths which we hold ; this bears the impress of
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insincerity. Wherever this cause is plead, there is an
evident shaking among the sects, . . . What an awful
account have the prominent men to settle, who are
blinding the minds of the people, and preventing a
union of Christians! I can not close without express-
ing the best feelings of my heart toward the citizens
of Augusta, for their kind and respectful treatment;
more especially for the hospitality received at the
hands of Professor McCown. If the Lord spare me,
I expect shortly to revisit Augusta, and lend them a
helping hand. Let me entreat you [brother Camp-
bell] to visit them. Two points I considered as
granted during the debate, which are of vast import-
ance. I had urged that baptize never had been, to my
knowledge, translated sprinkle or pour by any scholar
who had character to lose, and that baptism was both
a means and seal of pardon, when administered to
real penitents. The first position remained uncon-
trovered by either of the gentlemen, while upon the
latter, Professor MeCown asserted publicly that such
had been the doctrine of the Methodist Episcopal
Church for the last hundred years, and quoted Wes-
ley in vroof. This was a great point from the foun-
tain of literature. It was also admitted that the ex-
pressions ‘born of water,” and ‘washing of regenera-
tion,” were allusions to baptism. This was a candid
confession, and if all were equally candid, the con-
troversy would soon be at an end.
J. T. Jounson.”

At this time J. T. Johnson was at the zenith of his
popularity and success as an evangelist, and was con-
stantly receiving letters from very many quarters,
urging him to visit them. No section was more ur-
gent in these solicitations than old Virginia, his native
State. He was urged by his friends in the Old Do-
minion to give them an answer through the Harbinger.
The following letter to A. Campbell, referring to these
calls, and making many characteristic suggestions, de-

14
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serves, we think, to be reprinted upon the pages of
his life:
¢ GEORGETOWN, Ky., March 8, 1840.

Since I returned home from Mason and Bracken
counties, I found several letters from my friends and
brethren in Virginia, making the most urgent appeals
for a visit to aid them in the good work of Reforma-
tion. It was suggested that I could answer through
the Harbinger. %'desire to say to my brethren in
that quarter, that it would afford me unspeakable
pleasure to be able to comply with their requests; but