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Paul's Charge to Timothy 

" I charge thee therefore before God, and the 

L o r d Jesus Chris t , w h o shall judge the quick and the 

dead at h is appearing and his k i n g d o m ; Preach the 

w o r d ; be ins tan t in season, ou t of season; reprove, 

rebuke, exhor t w i t h a l l longsuffer ing and doctr ine. 

F o r the t i m e w i l l come when they w i l l no t endure 

sound doctr ine; b u t af ter the i r o w n lusts they shall 

heap to themselves teachers, hav ing i t ch ing ears; 

A n d they shal l t u r n away the i r ears f r o m the t r u t h , 

and shal l be t u rned un to fables. B u t w a t c h t h o u in 

a l l th ings , endure aff l ic t ions, do the w o r k of an evan

gelist, make f u l l p roof o f t h y m i n i s t r y " (2 T i m o t h y 

4 : 1 - 5 ) . 
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We are indebted to M. Norvel Young, Raymond 
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editing this book of sermon digests. Many times a 

preacher works for many hours on a single sermon. 

It proves to be full of meaning and the results of 

preaching it gratifying. How unselfish that he should 

long to share his thoughts with others! 

Thi s choice material has been compiled that it 

might be used. We hope all will use it freely to save 

souls and to edify the body of Christ. The digests 
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suit the style and purpose of the one using them. 

Young preachers especially will find here delightful 

and instructive help. Older ministers will review and 

use themes which are eternal. Though the spring be 

full, sometimes the pump needs a little priming to 

give forth its best stream. Such help will be found 

in the pages of this volume. 

George W. DeHoff 
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A M I M Y B R O T H E R ' S K E E P E R ? 

C. E. McGaughey 

I n t r o : These words f e l l f i r s t f r o m a m a n who 
had not been t r ue to his brother. (Gen. 4 :9 ) . He 
had slain h i m , and had sought to evade responsibil i ty 
by th i s question. L i t t l e d id he recognize the f u l l 
significance of these words. I t had never dawned on 
h i m t h a t men do have a tremendous responsibil i ty 
t o w a r d the i r brothers. L i v i n g so many centuries 
later , we should know better and understand t h a t 
our brothers depend upon us, especially so since we 
have seen the l i g h t t h a t made i t possible fo r us to be 
chi ldren of God. L e t us study th is question and see 
a lesson in i t f o r us. 

W H O I S M Y B R O T H E R ? 

A l l men are brothers. They a l l are f r o m same 
source (Ac t s 17:26, 28, 29, Hebrews 12:9) . Coming 
f r o m same source, being of fspr ing of God W h o is 
Fa ther of our spir i ts , i t i s obvious t h a t regardless of 
race, color, or posi t ion in l i fe , a l l men are brothers. 
A g a i n , the fac t is evident f r o m the fact t h a t Jesus 
died fo r a l l . (Jno. 12:32, Heb. 2:9, I Jno. 2 :2) . In 
the t h i r d place, t h a t a l l men are brothers is seen f r o m 
the Great Commission, wh ich embraces a l l nat ions 
( M t . 28:18-20). In the f o u r t h place, the great i n 
v i t a t i o n extended by Chr is t to a l l men emphasizes 
the brotherhood of m a n ( M t . 11:28, Rev. 22:17). 

7 
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W H E R E I S M Y B R O T H E R ? 

Cain's brother was dead, bu t yours m a y be vic
t i m of worse fate. He may be dead in sin (Eph . 2 :1 ) . 
M a n y grieve much over those who die physical ly, 
whi le those a round t h e m who are sp i r i tua l ly dead 
get l i t t l e concern. Abe l was dead because his b r o t h 
er had k i l l ed h i m . W h a t about you r bro ther? I s 
he dead because of y o u r neglect, indifference, lack 
o f concern, o r w r o n g influence? Y o u r brother m a y 
be in error, bl inded by false teaching. Conscien
t ious and religious, b u t unsaved because misled by 
the teaching of men (Ma t t . 15:9) . 

Th i s is one of outs tanding tragedies of our 
modern age, f o r on ly those w h o obey the Bible p lan 
of salvat ion are promised eternal l i fe . N o t promised 
to those who obey the teaching of men (Ma t t . 7 :21-
23 ) . Some of you r bre thren may be out of du ty as 
Christ ians, hav ing g r o w n cold in his service. Those 
are in great danger. (Jno. 15:6, M a t t . 25:30, Rev. 
3:16). 

A M I M Y B R O T H E R ' S K E E P E R ? 

Meaning of th is quest ion: Am I under any ob
l iga t ion to help h i m ? Should I care fo r his condi
t i on? Can I be blamed f o r w h a t happens to h i m ? W i l l 
God ho ld me responsible f o r no t being v i t a l l y in te r 
ested in h i m ? The ve ry question implies t h a t I am 
by brother 's keeper. The Sermon on the M o u n t 
teaches t h a t I am (Mat t . 5:13, 16) . We are sal t and 
l igh t , and have a responsibil i ty to every creature. 
Pau l f e l t th is responsibi l i ty (Rom. 1:14). Ins t ruc 
t ions given to Chris t ians answer the question in the 
a f f i rmat ive . (Jude 22,23, Gal. 6:1-2, I Thess. 5:14, 
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James 5:19-20). A m o n g God's last ins t ruct ions to 
man he t augh t i t , t e l l i ng us to say "Come." (Rev. 
22:17) . 

R E S U L T S O F N O T T R Y I N G T O K E E P 
OUR B R O T H E R 

Our b ro the r may lose his soul, a soul t h a t 
C h r i s t was interested in to the extent t h a t he was 
w i l l i n g to die f o r i t . (Heb. 2 :9) . By neglecting to 
keep our brother , we do a te r r ib le w r o n g to h im , a 
w r o n g fa r worse in results t han t h a t done to a sick 
m a n when we refuse to give h i m medical aid. N o t 
on ly i s t h i s t rue, bu t we f a i l in our mission. Sal t 
t h a t loses i t s savor is useless, and a l i g h t under a 
bushel i s of no value (Mat . 5:13-15). We f a i l in 
o u r mission to be l ike Jesus fo r he was interested 
in others. Too, we br ing condemnation upon our
selves. We mus t w a r n or be g u i l t y (Ezek. 3:18-19). 
"The voice of t h y brother 's blood cr ie th un to me 
f r o m the g round , " says God. "Ye shall no t see my 
face except y o u r brother be w i t h you . (Gen. 43:5) . 

B L E S S I N G S R E S U L T I N G FROM K E E P 
I N G OUR B R O T H E R S 

We become soul-winners. The Samari tan wo
m a n wan ted her brothers to k n o w the blessed s tory 
of Jesus, and because she t o l d i t , " f r o m t h a t c i t y 
m a n y of the Samari tans believed on h i m because 
of the w o r d of th i s woman ." (John 4:39). Has 
anyone bel ieved on h i m because of wha t y o u have 
said? When A n d r e w learned of Jesus, "He f inde th 
F i r s t his o w n brother , S imon." (John 1:41). Oh, 
t h a t we w o u l d do l ikewise! We n o t only become 



10 S E R M O N DIGESTS 

soul-winners, b u t we save our o w n souls. "He t h a t 
loseth his l i fe shall f i n d i t . " (Ma t t . 16:25). On ly 
in t h i n k i n g of others and the i r per i l can we ac tual 
l y please God as Christ ians. T h i r d , great j o y w i l l 
be the result . In heaven. ( L u k e 15:7-10). In the 
heart of the soul-winner. A woman who won one 
o f her neighbors t o Chr i s t said, " I have been l i v i n g 
in heaven since yesterday." Also j o y in the hear t 
of the one brought to Jesus. (Acts 8:39). We shal l 
be counted as wise by the L o r d and shall shine in 
the af terwhile . (Prov. 11:30, Dan. 12:3) . 

Conclusion: L e t us recognize our responsibil i ty 
to our brothers. L e t us b r i ng t hem to Jesus! ! ! 

DOORS, G R E A T A N D E F F E C T U A L 

J. L loyd Moyer 

I n t r o : I Cor. 16:8-9. Paul uses door i n a f i g 
ura t ive sense to indicate t h a t an oppor tun i ty was 
afforded h i m fo r preaching Gospel. Door is t h a t 
t h r o u g h wh ich entrance may be gained. John saw 
a door opened in heaven. (Rev. 4 :1) . This is the 
door t h r o u g h w h i c h we a l l w i sh to enter. (2 Pet. 
1:4-11). However, before th is abundant entrance 
is permit ted , we mus t pass t h r o u g h other doors. 

DOOR OF I N S T R U C T I O N 

Jews were born in to covenant w i t h o u t k n o w l 
edge, and la ter ins t ructed. (Deut. 6:16-25). It was 
predicted t h a t N e w Covenant wou ld be dif ferent , 
and one chief difference is in the fact t h a t those in 
i t do not need to be t augh t to know God f o r they 
already k n o w h i m . (Jer. 31:31 f f . , Heb. 8:8 f f ) . 
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Jesus t augh t t h a t no m a n can come to h i m w i t h o u t 
ins t ruc t ion . (John 6:44-45). He insisted tha t sanc-
t i f i ca t ion is t h r o u g h t r u t h . John. 17:17). Hence, 
we can better appreciate the passages which empha
size preaching the w o r d . (Mat . 28:19-20, M k . 16:15-
16, 2 T i m . 4:1-5) . Too, we can appreciate the pas
sages w h i c h ascribe power to the word . (Rom. 1:16, 
I Pet. 1:25, I Cor. 1:21, 2:2, 9:16, Rom. 10:13-14, 
James 1:21). A f t e r enter ing the door of ins t ruc
t i on , the nex t door opens: 

DOOR OF S A L V A T I O N 

Jesus came to save ( M t . 1:21, Jno. 10:9) . H i s 
grea t i n v i t a t i o n is extended to a l l . ( M t . 11:28-30). 
On ly those who have been t augh t may accept h i m . 
(Jno. 6:44 f f ) . To accept is to obey. Heb. 5:9, 2 
Thess. 1:7-9, I Pet. 1:22, Rom. 6:17-18). To obey 
one mus t believe (Jno. 8:24), Repent (Acts 17:30), 
Confess (Rom. 10:10), and be baptized ( M k . 16:15-
16) . This puts one in to Chris t (Rom. 6:3) and in 
Chr i s t sa lvat ion is found (2 T i m . 2:20) . The nex t 
door opens w ide : 

Th i s is closed to those who do no t enter f i r s t 
the doors of ins t ruc t ion and salvation (Jno. 9:31, 
Prov. 28:9, I Pet. 3:12). As sons we may call upon 
the Fa ther (Gal. 3:26-27, M t . 16:9, Acts 5:32, Gal . 
4 :6 ) . H a v i n g entered the doors of ins t ruc t ion and 
salvation, and p r ay ing tha t a l l we do may be pleas
i n g to Jehovah, the nex t door looms before us: 

DOOR OF S E R V I C E 

A l l the good th ings we do w i l l no t avai l unless 
we have f i r s t entered the doors already mentioned. 
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( M t . 7:21-23). On the other hand, even i f we do 
enter the aforementioned doors, and ye t r e f r a i n 
f r o m enter ing the door of service, a l l w i l l be f o r 
naught . ( M t . 25:31-46). Service rendered by Chris
t ians glorif ies God and Chris t . ( I Peter 4:16, Col . 
3:17). A Chr is t ian is a "vessel unto honor, sanc
t i f i ed meet fo r the master 's use, prepared u n t o every 
good w o r k . " (2 T i m . 2:21). I f we make our ca l l 
i n g and election sure by f a i t h f u l service, (2 Pet. 
1:4-11), the door of a l l doors stands ajar and no 
man can close i t : 

DOOR OF H E A V E N 

Those who do his commandments have a r i g h t 
to enter i n . (Rev. 22:14). They w i l l no t be t u rned 
away. (Jno. 6:37). In th is f a i t h we can rest as
sured. Our hearts need not be t roubled. (Jno. 14 :1-
3 ) . 

Conclusion: These are great and effectual 
doors in securing eternal salvation. W i l l you n o t 
enter and enjoy a l l they af ford? "Today is the day 
of salvat ion." Do not, l ike the foolish v i rg ins , w a i t 
u n t i l the door is shut. Y o u have possibly already 
entered the door of ins t ruc t ion . W i l l you no t obey 
and thus enter the door of salvation? Then y o u 
can pray and serve acceptably. The door of heaven 
opens to a l l who accept Chr i s t and remain stedfast 
un to the end. 

(Note : A blackboard or a char t may be used 
effectively w i t h th i s sermon. D r a w f ive 
doors and ar rows f r o m one to other .) 
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W H Y T H E E A R L Y C H U R C H W A S L I B E R A L 

Raymond C. Kelcy 

I n t r o : There are many characteristics about 
the ear ly church w h i c h impress us. One is the i r 
great l ibera l i ty . I t i s commended in the highest of 
te rms by the inspired wr i te rs . A g lowing t r ibu te 
is paid the Jerusalem Christ ians fo r the i r l ibera l i 
ty (Ac t s 4 :34) . Paul spoke h igh ly of the generosity 
of the Macedonians (Phi l . 4:14-15, 2 Cor. 8:1-4). 
W h y such freehearted, l iberal , g iv ing? W h y should 
people be w i l l i n g to sell in order to be able to give? 
I t m a y be t h a t a s tudy of the reasons f o r the i r l i b 
e ra l i ty w i l l help us. 

T H E Y C A V E T H E M S E L V E S 

The Macedonian Christ ians f i r s t d id th i s (2 
Cor. 8 :5) . In other words, they were genuinely con
verted. Realized t h a t conversion means g iv ing of 
oneself w i t h a l l he has and is. They d id not have 
the idea t h a t t hey were " jo in ing a church to be w i t h 
husband or w i f e . " I t was a ma t t e r of convict ion. 

DOOR OF P R A Y E R 

"Here, L o r d , I give myself to Thee." When one is 
converted, the ma t t e r of g iv ing mater ia l goods w i l l 
be easy. One reason so many are s t ingy and covet
ous is t h a t they have no t been f u l l y converted; they 
have no t f i r s t g iven themselves. 

T H E Y H A D A B A C K G R O U N D C O N D U 
C I V E T O L I B E R A L I T Y 

The Jerusalem church was composed ma in ly 
of Jews. M a n y instances of l ibera l i ty in the i r his-
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t o r y such as the g i f t s f o r the temple, the g i f t s b rough t 
f o r the repair of the temple, are a l l examples of l i b 
era l i ty . The t i thes, of fer ing, g i f ts and sacrifices 
of the Jews under Judaism are we l l -known facts. 
The i r t o t a l contr ibut ions comprised a good percent
age of the i r income. Under Chr is t i t was an easy 
mat t e r fo r t hem to be l iberal . True, they were l e f t 
free to decide f o r themselves the exact amount to 
give, b u t they d id no t use the i r l i be r ty as a cloak. 
Our background has no t been so conducive. L ibe r 
a l i t y has not been stressed as much as i t should 
have been. A n o t h e r f au l t of our background is t h a t 
we are not t augh t l ibera l i ty f r o m childhood. B u t we 
mus t be l iberal in spite of background. 

T H E Y RECOGNIZED T H E P R I N C I P A L O F 
O F S T E W A R D S H I P 

Realized t h a t the i rs was no t theirs, b u t they 
were t a k i n g care of God's possessions, and w o u l d 
some day have to account f o r the way they handled 
them. Of course, w i t h t h a t a t t i tude, they w o u l d 
be careful of the use they made of them. God's 
ownership of a l l th ings is a f f i rmed repeatedly (Ex . 
19:5, Deut . 10:14, Psalm 24:1 , I Cor. 10:26). L i k e 
wise, our stewardship of God's possessions is af
f i r m e d often (I Peter 4:10, I Cor. 6:19, I Cor. 4:1-2, 
T i t u s 1:7). When we realize this principle, we shal l 
be more careful in our use made of t h a t w h i c h has 
been commi t t ed in to our hands. K n o w i n g t h a t w h a t 
we are using is the proper ty of another causes us to 
exercise extreme caut ion. 
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T H E Y L I V E D I N T H E S H A D O W O F T H E CROSS 

Some of t h e m had been eyewitnesses of the 
death of Chris t , the proof of God's love. Realized 
t h a t God loved f o r He gave. They saw l ibera l i ty 
a t i t s greatest when they behold Calvary's har r ied 
tragedy. Th i s made t h e m w a n t to give l iberal ly . 
We are centuries removed f r o m Calvary, bu t those 
events should be real to us. One of greatest h i n 
drances to l i be ra l i t y today is a fa i lure to appreciate 
the meaning of the cross. We need to realize t h a t 
God so loved t h a t he gave, and t h a t Chr is t loved the 
chu rch and gave himself f o r i t . This w i l l beget a 
l i ke love i n our hearts, a love t h a t w i l l manifest i t 
self in l ibera l i ty . When "We love h i m because he 
f i r s t loved us," we can j o y f u l l y consecrate a l l t h a t 
we have to H i s cause. 

A P O S T A S Y OR E N D U R A N C E ? 

John H. Banister 

T e x t : M a t t h e w 24:9-13. 
I n t r o : T e x t shows tha t these events fu l f i l l ed 

in des t ruc t ion o f Jerusalem, A . D . 70. B u t i n p r in 
ciple, ma ny of these things apply to us. General 
features are described wh ich can be seen in every 
age. We see the t r i a l s w h i c h test the f ide l i ty of 
the Chr i s t i an . 

APOSTASY 

The apostasy of many du r ing the dark days to 
fo l low was predicted. N o t on ly so, but Jesus gives 
the reasons f o r t he i r desertion. 

(1) False doctrines. In the f o u r t h verse of 
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th i s chapter Jesus had warned, "Take heed t h a t 
no man lead you astray." In verse 11 he predicts 
false prophets. Then in verse 24 he foretel ls the 
rise of false Christs and false prophets, who w o u l d 
lead astray, i f possible, "Even the very elect." Real
iz ing the danger of false teaching and false teachers, 
much of the New Testament devoted to a discus
sion of such. (Acts 20:28-30, Romans 16:17-18, 2 
Cor. 11:13, Gal. 1:7-9, Eph . 4:14, 2 T i m . 4:3-5, Heb. 
13:9, I John 4:1-3) . Yet , in spite of these warnings , 
there were many who deserted the f a i t h because 
of the deceitfulness of false teachers. A n d the dan
ger continues to th is day. False doctrines more 
abundant now. In the present day denominations, 
the Chr is t ian is b rough t face to face w i t h false doc
t r ine . He mus t be rooted and g round or w i l l be 
le t astray. 

(2) H u m a n suffer ing. 24:9-10. "Hated, af-
flivted, k i l l ed . " Our suffer ing does no t come so 
much f r o m persecution. B u t we must endure a cer
t a i n amount of i t . The problem of human suffer
i n g is an old one, and much of i t we do no t under
stand, bu t we do know t h a t i t i s designed fo r our 
good. (2 T i m . 2:11-12, 2 Cor. 12:7-10, I Peter 1:6-
7 ) . A s t rong f a i t h i s needed to remain f a i t h f u l in 
the mids t of suffer ing and hardships. 

(3) The prevalence of sin. " I n i q u i t y shal l 
abound." Verse 12. Paul fore to ld the prevalence 
of sin in 2 T i m . 3:1-4. Jesus said such cause love 
o f many to g row cold. S t rength needed to l ive in 
the midst of abounding in iqu i ty . Today, we l ive 
in the mids t of broken homes, divorce evils, d runk
enness, juvenile delinquency, wantonness, i r rever-
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ence, blasphemy, deceit, etc. Christ ians, do no t le t 
the t o r r en t of s in sweep y o u away f r o m your moor
ings! 

E N D U R A N C E 

" B u t he t h a t endureth to the end, the same shall 
be saved." Verse 13. (Goodspeed and Moffe t t , 
"Holds o u t " ) . Not ice other passages wh ich empha
size the importance of endurance. (Rom. 2:7-8, I 
Cor. 15:58, Col. 1:23, Eph. 4:14, Heb. 3:6-14, Rev. 
2 :10) . To keep loving Chris t supremely requires 
persistent e f for t . This passage emphasizes the nec
essity of endurance. 

The dura t ion of endurance also stressed. "To 
the end." The batt le not won u n t i l i t i s over. W h a t 
we have endured in past not sufficient f o r the f u 
ture . L i k e ships, we must be able to weather every 
s to rm. "The feeble f a i t h t ha t w i l l be swamped i n 
the f i r s t gale of adversi ty is not f i t to be launched 
on the uncer ta in seas of l i f e . " We are here t a u g h t : 
T h a t we can remain f a i t h fu l in spite of human suf
fer ings ; t h a t we can lead holy lives in spite of i n i 
q u i t y abounding. (Phi l . 2:14-15). These three t r i a l s 
can be to us ei ther s tumblingblocks or stepping-
stones. I t depends upon how we react to t hem w h i c h 
they become. 

The results of endurance: "Shal l be saved." 
Secure, s t rong, happy and peaceful in th is l i fe . Hea
ven in the l i fe to come. Is this not w o r t h a l l the ef
f o r t t h a t i s requi red to endure? (Rom. 8:-18, 2 
Cor. 4:17) . 
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B E L I E V E R S A D D E D T O T H E L O R D 

Roy H. Lanier 

T e x t : A c t s 5:14. 

Our t e x t says believers were added to the L o r d ; 
i t does n o t say a l l who believe are added: nor does 
i t say t h a t people are added on the sole condi t ion of 
f a i t h ; nor does the t e x t say they are added to the 
L o r d a t the moment they believe. 

To be "added to the L o r d " means to be added 
to t h a t group of the Lord ' s people, called the church . 
(Acts 2 :41, 47 A . V . ) . I t i s to be added to tha t group 
of people w h o m the L o r d has redeemed f o r his o w n 
possession. ( T i t . 2 :14) . 

Since we read of some believers w h o were n o t 
added to the L o r d , we inquire to see why . By i n 
vest igat ion we learn t h a t there are at least three 
classes of believers. A l l believers have the r i g h t , 
power, to become chi ldren of God (John 1:12), b u t 
n o t a l l believers exercise the i r r i gh t , so never be
come chi ldren of God. The three classes of believers 
are ( 1 ) . Those who have f a i t h on ly ; they believe b u t 
do no th ing more. ( 2 ) . Those who believe sincerely, 
w h o have an active f a i t h , b u t whose f a i t h acts in har
m o n y w i t h commandments o f man. ( 3 ) . Those w h o 
believe, have an active f a i t h , and whose f a i t h acts in 
ha rmony w i t h gospel commandments. 

T H E F A I T H O N L Y CLASS 

1. The Jews. (John 8:30-44. In verse 30 we 
are t o l d t h a t they believed on h i m . The degree of 
f a i t h i s n o t ment ioned; they m a y have had great 
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f a i t h . B u t they d id n o t have an active f a i t h . Be
i n g believers they had the r i g h t to become chi ldren 
of God, b u t they d id n o t exercise the i r r igh t . T h a t 
they were n o t ch i ldren of God "by f a i t h on ly" we 
k n o w f r o m the fac t t h a t Jesus said the devi l was 
the i r father . ( V . 4 4 ) . 

2. Jewish rulers . (John 12:42). John says 
they believed on Jesus. Being believers they had 
a r i g h t to become chi ldren of God, b u t they d id no t 
exercise t he i r r i g h t , fo r they love the g lo ry of men 
more t h a n t h a t of God. Hence they were n o t added 
t o the L o r d . 

3. Agr ippa . (Acts 26:27-29). Th i s man be
l ieved t h a t Jesus was the fu l f i lmen t of the prophe
cies. (Ac t s 26:22-23, 27) . So he believed in Jesus 
as the Son of God. B u t he was no t added to the 
L o r d . Be ing a believer he had the r i g h t to become 
a ch i ld of God, added to the L o r d , b u t he d id no t 
exercise his r i g h t . He, l ike the other mentioned 
above, was an unsaved believer, a lost believer. 

T H O S E W H O O B E Y H U M A N T R A D I T I O N S 

1. Ephesians. (Acts 19:1-7). Paul found 
twelve men who had believed in Jesus ( V . 2 ) , and 
asked t h e m i f they had received the H o l y Spir i t . 
When they said they had not, he asked them in to 
w h a t they had been baptized. When he found they 
had received John's baptism, he knew w h y they 
had no t received the Spir i t . These people had re
ceived John's bapt i sm since Pentecost; they were 
l ike Apollos . (Ac t s 18:24-26). 

As proof t h a t they were not added to the L o r d , 
we have the i r w o r d t h a t they had no t received the 
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H o l y Spir i t . (Ac t s 2:38; 6:32; Gal. 4 :6 ) . Nex t , 
Paul commanded them to be baptized in to the name 
of Christ , or to be baptized in to Chris t . Since they 
were to be baptized in to Christ , we know they were 
not in Christ , and i f no t in Chr is t they were n o t c h i l 
dren of God. (Gal. 3:26, 27) . 

John's baptism differs f r o m Gospel bapt ism in 
that , ( 1 ) . I t was no t administered in the name of 
Chr i s t ; (2 ) . I t was not " in to the name of the Fa ther 
and of the Son and of the H o l y Spir i t . " ( M a t t . 28:19) 
and, ( 3 ) . John's baptism pointed towards the death 
of Christ , and indicat ion of f a i t h in Chr is t to die 
f o r sins, whi le gospel baptism looks back to the death 
of Christ . (Acts 19:4). Those who today and ever 
since Pentecost receive John's bapt ism v i r t u a l l y deny 
tha t Jesus of Nazareth is the Chr is t who died fo r 
our sins, and say they are s t i l l look ing fo r a Saviour 
to die fo r sins. 

2. There are many today who believe in Jesus 
as sincerely as possible; they love the r i g h t and w o u l d 
do wha t i s r i g h t i f they were to ld . But , l ike the 
Ephesians, some preacher tells them to do some
t h i n g not contained in the gospel. F a i t h plus obed
ience to human t rad i t ions d id not make the Ephes
ians chi ldren of God; they were not added to the 
L o r d . So f a i t h plus human t radi t ions today w i l l 
no t add un to the L o r d . F a i t h plus spr ink l ing ; f a i t h 
plus v o t i n g on people as candidates for baptism i n t o 
the denominat ion of the i r choice w i l l no t add peo
ple to the L o r d . 

T H O S E W H O O B E Y GOSPEL C O M M A N D M E N T S 

1. Pentecostans. (Acts 2 ) . Peter preached the 
gospel; people heard and believed i t . Be ing believers 
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they had the right to become children of God, to be 
added to the Lord . Their faith was active, they 
were given gospel commandments, and they obeyed 
them. Fai th plus obedience to gospel command
ments was all that was necessary. Those who be
lieved and obeyed gospel commandment were add
ed to the Lord , they became children of God. 

2. The Ephesians. (Acts 19:7). When Paul 
found that these people had not obeyed gospel com
mandments, he commanded them to be baptized 
into the name of Christ. Their faith was correct, 
but they had not obeyed the right commandments. 
So people today who believe in Christ do not have 
to change their faith; but if they have obeyed hu
man traditions, they have to turn from their mis
takes and obey the Lord. 

3. Cornelius. (Acts 10). This man was a 
devoutly religious man, but as many today, his was 
not true religion. He had to hear the gospel that 
he might believe. (Acts 15:7b). He obeyed gospel 
commandments. (Acts 10:48). 

C A L L I N G O N T H E N A M E O F T H E L O R D 

John H. Banister 

Text: Romans 10:13 

Intro: Three things stated in text. (1). "Who
soever." Verse 12 states that "there is no differ
ence between Jew and Greek." The Great Commis
sion embraces all nations. (Mt. 28:19). The middle 
wall has been broken down and all can approach 
God through Christ (Eph. 2:13-16). "There is Neith-
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er Jew nor Greek." (Gal. 3:28). Chr i s t tasted 
"death f o r every man." (Heb. 2 :9) . The i n v i t a 
t i o n is to a l l . (Rev. 22:17). Chr i s t i an i ty is u n i 
versal in i ts scope. ( 2 ) . "Shall call on the name 
of the L o r d . " Th i s i s discussed in the body of the 
sermon. ( 3 ) . "Shal l be saved." This is posit ive 
and certain. N o t "maybe" or "probably" bu t "shal l . " 
Saved, not f r o m some ear th ly calamity, b u t f r o m 
sin. Therefore, th i s subject should be of special 
interest to us a l l . 

W H A T C A L L I N G O N T H E N A M E O F T H E 
LORD I N V O L V E S 

( 1 ) . The recogni t ion of the sinner's need f o r 
God. He must realize t h a t only God can save h i m 
t h r o u g h Chris t . He calls on God because there is 
no other upon w h o m he can cal l . ( 2 ) . The rea l i 
zat ion of his need fo r salvat ion and a desire to be 
saved. ( 3 ) . T r u s t in Chr i s t crucified. No t r u s t 
in self. " L o r d , to w h o m shall we go? T h o u hast 
the words of eternal l i f e ? " (John 6:68). ( 4 ) . A 
recogni t ion t h a t salvation is by the grace of God 
t h r o u g h the meri ts of the blood of Chris t . 

H O W D O W E C A L L O N T H E N A M E O F 
T H E L O R D ? 

1. Negat ive ly : N o t by prayer. (Prov. 28:9, 
I John 3:22, 5:14-15, Jno. 9:31). N o t by mourners ' 
bench method. New Testament silent on such as 
this . N o t t h r o u g h the bapt ism of the H o l y Spi r i t . 
I t was never fo r the purpose of saving. I t was a 
promise confined to only a few (Acts 2 and 10) f o r 
definite purposes. Miracles have ceased. (I Cor. 
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13) . N o t by f a i t h only . (James 2:24, Gal. 5:6, M a r k 
16:16). 

2. Pos i t ive ly : We have three passages t h a t 
show the H O W in the N e w Testament. The f i r s t 
case we shall not ice is t h a t of Ac t s 2. Beginning 
w i t h verse 14 we have the sermon of Peter. In his 
quota t ion of Joel's prophecy, he quotes th i s : " A n d 
i t shall come to pass tha t whosoever shall cal l on 
the name of the L o r d shall be saved." (Verse 21) . 
Thus Joel was predic t ing how people wou ld be saved 
in th i s dispensation. B u t to f i n d out in a detailed 
w a y how they were saved on t h a t day, mus t s tudy 
fu r the r . A f t e r believing, they were t o l d to repent 
and be baptized f o r the remission of sins. They 
d id th is . The i r salvation was in fu l f i l lment of the 
prophecy of Joel. Thus, in believing, repenting, and 
being baptized, they were cal l ing on the name of 
the L o r d . 

The second case we shall notice is t h a t of Saul. 
(Ac t s 9 and 22) . Saw vision and heard voice w h i c h 
made a believer. A f t e r asking w h a t to do, he was 
t o l d to go in to c i t y where i t wou ld be t o l d h i m w h a t 
he M U S T do. Was he pardoned on the Damascus 
road? I f so, he d id not know i t . He asked, " W h a t 
w i l t t h o u have me do?" I f so, he was saved w i t h 
out k n o w i n g Chris t . "Who a r t thou , L o r d ? " I f 
so, the L o r d d id n o t know i t fo r he t o l d h i m w h a t 
to do. If so, he was saved w i t h o u t obtaining peace 
and joy . He was wretched and miserable fo r three 
days a f te rward . If so, he was saved w i t h o u t his 
sins being washed away. (Acts 22:16). L e t us 
notice the complet ion of his conversion . When A n a 
nias came to h i m , here is wha t he t o ld h i m to do. 
" A n d now w h y ta r r i es t thou? Ar ise and be baptiz-
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ed and wash away t h y sins, cal l ing on the name of 
the L o r d . " Here is wha t cal l ing on the name of the 
L o r d involves. We call on h i m in obeying his w i l l . 

The t h i r d passage is Romans 10:12-27. Th i s 
passage p la in ly shows wha t is necessary to ca l l ing 
on name of L o r d . ( 1 ) . A preacher is needed. 
Other passages bear th is out. M k . 16:16, I Cor. 1:21, 
2 T i m . 4:2. ( 2 ) . Hear ing the Gospel is necessary. 
John 6:45, Ac t s 4:4, Ac t s 15:7, Rom. 10:17. ( 3 ) . 
Bel ieving is necessary. Other passages. M k . 16:16, 
Jno. 3:16, Romans 3:25. ( 4 ) . Obeying the Gospel 
is necessary. Romans 10:16, I Pet. 4:16-17, 2 Thess. 
1:7-9. So, th i s passage teaches t h a t a l l of these 
steps are included in ca l l ing on the name of the 
L o r d . 

Conclusion: I f you are unsaved, cal l on the 
name of the L o r d . B u t you must call h i m in his way. 
I f so, he w i l l hear. He w i l l save you, give you peace 
and rest, and u l t ima te ly take y o u to heaven. 

D O Y E NOT Y E T U N D E R S T A N D ? 

by R. C. Cannon 

T e x t : M a r k 8:21 
I n t r o d u c t i o n : The disciples witnessed the feed

i n g of the 5,000 ( M k . 6:30-44) and the 4,000 ( M k . 
8:1-9). Ye t they fai led to understand. M k . 8:10-21. 

We are shocked at the material is t ic a t t i tude of 
these disciples af ter a l l the teaching and miracles 
of Jesus. B u t wha t about our fai th,our understand
ing? We have the advantage of 19 centuries since 
then to learn. Do we no t ye t understand? 
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D O W E S E E K T O E X A L T S E L F 

Jesus t augh t t h a t t rue greatness and j o y f u l 
l i v i n g come t h r o u g h h u m i l i t y and serving. M k . 
10:43-45; Jno. 13:1-20. Only the humble w i l l possess 
the k ingdom. M a t t . 6:3. 

There are cer ta in positions one may we l l seek 
provided he is mot iva ted by the desire to render s t i l l 
greater service. 1 T i m . 3:1 . B u t he who seeks to 
exal t self, to dominate and dictate and gain the 
praise of men, such shall be abased. Matt. 23:11-12. 

Remember, the K i n g d o m of God belongs only 
to the humble of heart! 

A R E W E A N X I O U S ? 

A n x i e t y among Christians indicates a lack of 
understanding. F E A R causes anxiety, distress, and 
menta l t e r ro r . B u t fear is a lack of f a i t h in Divine 
Providence. W e often fear t h a t we w i l l be deprived 
of l ife 's necessities, bu t Jesus said, "Be not anxious" 
f o r these th ings . M a t t . 6:25. 

El izabeth Cheney has composed the l i t t l e poem 
called "Overhead I n A n Orchard" : 

Said the Robin to the Sparrow, 
" I should real ly l ike t o know 

W h y these anxious human beings 
Rush about and w o r r y so." 

Said the Sparrow to the Robin, 
"Fr iend , I t h i n k i t mus t be 

T h a t they have no Heavenly Father 
Such as cares f o r you and me". 

The only solut ion to our fears is security, and 
the only dependable secur i ty i s f a i t h in God. The 
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imprisoned Paul was nei ther fear fu l nor ashamed 
because of his f a i t h . 2 T i m . 1:12; Ac t s 16:25; Rom. 
8:28. Peace, instead of anxiety, is promised to those 
who take a l l th ings to God in prayer. Ph i l . 4:4-7. 
Jesus assuaged the fear of his disciples by th i s se
cu r i t y . Jno 14:1-6. 

Escape f r o m anxie ty does no t mean escape f r o m 
problems. Paul's f a i t h was ra ther a power to over
come. Ph i l . 4:13. V i c t o r y over, no t escape f r o m , 
t r i a l s and t r ibu la t ions was his experience. I Cor. 
15:57; Rom. 7:24-25. See I Jno. 5:4. 

D O W E H A T E OUR E N E M I E S ? 

This , too, w i l l indicate a fa i lure to understand 
the Chr i s t ian f a i t h . Jesus t augh t love fo r enemies. 
M a t t . 5:43-44. I t is a d is t inguish ing characterist ic 
of a t r ue Chr is t ian to love those who hate h i m . M a t t . 
5:46-47. Jesus exemplif ied th is teaching on the cross 
L k . 23:34. 

A R E W E S E L F I S H ? 

Most people seem to agree w i t h Athenaeus t h a t : 
"A giver is fool ish; a receiver is for tuna te" . Jesus, 
however, t augh t tha t " i t i s more blessed to give t h a n 
to receive". Ac t s 20:35. 

God's na tu ra l w o r l d conf i rms the teaching of 
Jesus. The f r u i t tree receives bu t gives. I t gives 
food, shade, beauty and oxygen. I t thus blesses i t 
self and m a n k i n d t h r o u g h g iv ing . The poem "The 
T w o Seas" — Galilee is fresh fo r i t gives w h a t i t 
receives; the Dead Sea is sal ty fo r it retains. 2 Cor. 
9:6-15. 

The l i fe of Jesus bears tes t imony to th i s t r u t h . 
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The g i v i n g of H i s l i f e and message exalted H i m and 
brough t l i fe and i m m o r t a l i t y to l igh t . 

"Generosity does n o t depend on wha t we hope 
to have." Give w h a t you have now to God. L e t us 
come to unders tand t h a t g i v i n g ourselves w i l l b r i ng 
the greatest happiness both here and hereafter. 
Rom. 1 2 : 1 ; M a t t . 16:24-25; M k . 10:29. 

Conclusion 

Jesus is "the w a y the t r u t h and l i f e " . He alone 
has the abundant l i fe . Jno. 10:10. M a y we give 
ourselves to learn ing more about H i m . 

F O U N D T O B E L I A R S 

By L. Arno ld Watson 

T e x t : Rev. 2:2. 
I N T R O D U C T I O N 

The state of the l ia r is v iv id ly set f o r t h in God's 
w o r d . Solomon said tha t the poor man is better 
t han a l ia r . Prov. 19:22, and again "a l ia r g ive th 
heed to a mischievous tongue". Prov. 17:4. The 
apostle John wr i t es tha t the devi l is the fa ther of 
lies (John 8:44) and tha t the l i a r is doomed to hel l . 
(Rev. 21 :8) . 

L e t us s tudy some who are classified in the Bible 
as l iars . 

I . T H O S E W H O R E F U S E T O RECOGNIZE 
G U I L T O F S I N 

I Jno. 1:8-10. Here we are t o l d t h a t those who 
deny they have sinned are g u i l t y of (1) misrepres-
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ent ing the t r u t h , and (2) m a k i n g God a l iar . Pau l 
also asserts t h a t a l l have sinned. Rom. 3:23. 

Chi ldren of God also sin. I Jno. 2:1-2. Such 
should confess the i r sins. 1:9. When one realizes 
t h a t he has sinned he feels a greater need of a Sav
io r and Advocate and the need of encouragement 
and s t rength to be received at the assembly of the 
saints. This w i l l induce h i m to greater f a i t h f u l 
ness. 

n . T H O S E C L A I M I N G T O K N O W H I M B U T 
K E E P N O T HIS C O M M A N D S 

1 Jno. 2:3-6. See also I Jno. 1:6, M a t t . 7:21, 24-
26; Heb. 5:8-9; Rev. 22:14. 

H I . H E T H A T D E N I E T H JESUS I S T H E 
C H R I S T 

I Jno. 2:22. The w o r d "chris tos" as used here 
means "anointed", "denot ing his k i n g l y a u t h o r i t y " . 
Thayer and Young. 

If he is k ing , then Jesus must have (1) au tho r i 
ty and a throne and (2) a k ingdom w i t h subjects 
Peter declared on Pentecost t h a t Chris t ascended to 
occupy his throne and to re ign as k ing . Acts 2:29-
37. Jesus claimed tha t he had a l l au tho r i t y af ter 
he arose (Ma t t . 28:18). Paul asserted the same. 
Eph . 1:22-23. Those who deny the existence of 
Christ 's k ingdom thus deny Jesus as k i n g and are 
classified under I Jno. 2:22. 

I V . H E W H O C L A I M S T O L O V E GOD Y E T 
H A T E S HIS B R O T H E R 

I Jno. 4:20. If one has the love of God in his 
heart he w i l l be longsuffer ing, w i l l no t vaun t h i m -
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self, w i l l take no account of evil , and w i l l rejoice no t 
in unrighteousness b u t the t r u t h . I Cor. 13:4-6. 
Godly love w i l l be manifested i n one's a t t i tude to 
w a r d his bre thren and fel low-men. I t w i l l be found 
helping, g iv ing , sacr if ic ing. The false heart w i l l 
c l a im this love w i t h o u t these t ra i t s . 

V . H E T H A T B E L I E V E S N O T O N T H E 
SON OF GOD 

I Jno. 5:10. God has borne witness concerning 
Jesus. To disbelieve, then, one must reject this tes
t i m o n y . This includes a rejection of Christ 's m i r 
acles. Jno. 10:37-38; 2 0 : 3 0 - 3 1 , and the reception of 
t e s t imony of witnesses both friends (Acts 2:32) and 
enemies ( M a t t . 27:23-24; 27:54). 

Disbelief today can be evidenced by either an 
open denunciat ion of Jesus and His claims or by re
j ec t ing or refus ing to abide by H i s commands. 

Conclusion: L e t none of us be found to be l iars 
by re ject ing the Chris t , disobeying God's commands, 
h a t i n g our brother , or denying our sins. 

FOUR W A Y S O F S E T T I N G A S I D E GOD'S L A W 

Cline R. Paden 

I n t r o : The Bible contains God's law. As long 
as man lives in ha rmony w i t h tha t law, he pleases 
God. When he violates tha t law, he sins. Sin is 
the transgression of law. (I Jno. 3:4) . The Bible 
is plain as to the penal ty assessed for sin. (Ezek. 
18:20; Rom. 6:23). We wish to study how God's 
law was set aside in olden times. The Old Testa-
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ment, w h i c h was " w r i t t e n f o r our learn ing ," con
tains man y examples. We shall divide the sins i n t o 
four classes. 

DELIBERATE SINS 

Lev . 6:12 concerning the f i r e upon the a l tar . 
" I t shall no t be pu t out . " W i t h th is p roh ib i t ion be
fore them, f o r the priests to p u t out the f i r e w o u l d 
be a deliberate sin. I t w o u l d be to sin w i t h f u l l 
knowledge of the l aw and i t s penalty. The same 
principle is seen in the N e w Testament. This is the 
l a w : Bapt i sm is a condi t ion of salvat ion ( M k . 16:16, 
I Pet. 3:21). " N o t by f a i t h on ly . " (James 2:24) . The 
doctr ine of f a i t h only w h i c h sets aside bapt ism as 
a condi t ion of pardon, is a deliberate se t t ing aside 
of God's w o r d . 

S IN O F N E G L E C T 

Lev. 6:13 " I t shall never go out ." To neglect 
the f i r e and let i t die w o u l d be a sin. Carelessness 
w h i c h wou ld permi t the f i r e to go out wou ld be s in
f u l as surely as deliberately p u t t i n g the f i re out . 
"To h i m tha t knoweth to do good and doeth i t not , 
to h i m i t i s s in ." (James 4:17) . So many today 
k n o w the i r d u t y bu t keep neglecting and p u t t i n g 
i t off. I f the sins and the transgressions of the Old 
Testament were punished, " H o w shall we escape i f 
we neglect?" (Heb. 2 :3 ) . 

SINS O F S U B S T I T U T I O N 

Commi t t ed by those who though t something 
else was jus t as good. To substitute the i r o w n ways 
f o r God's was a te r r ib le sin. Notice a case in Lev . 
10. These t w o priests offered f i re w h i c h God had 
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no t commanded, and which , therefore, was "strange 
f i r e . " Death was the penalty. God's law relat ive 
to music in worsh ip i s found in the N e w Testament 
(Eph . 5:19). To use some k i n d of music no t here 
commanded w o u l d be to offer t h a t w h i c h God com
manded not, and, therefore, "strange music." This 
case serves to condemn a l l other subst i tut ions wh ich 
men have int roduced. Tha t w h i c h Jehovah com
manded n o t is s inful , even though i t may not be ex
pressly prohib i ted . The absence of a command 
makes i t w r o n g . 

S INS O F D E L U D E D H E A R T S 

In this , the offender thought he was doing r i g h t . 
God's l aw was set aside in ignorance. A case to i l 
lus t ra te in I K ings 13, the young prophet. T e l l the 
s tory . He t hough t he was doing God's bidding, bu t 
was t o l d " T h o u hast disobeyed the command." 
( V . 21 ) . L e t us modernize th is case. Suppose God 
had t o l d the y o u n g prophet to believe, repent, con
fess, and be baptized. The w o r l d r idicules b u t he 
believes; his fr iends chide bu t he repents; he is of
fered power and posi t ion i f he w i l l deny the L o r d 
b u t he confesses; He makes preparat ion to be bap
t ized. B u t he meets an old prophet who tells h i m 
i t i s n o t essential. He believes w h a t he is t o ld and 
fai ls to obey. God does no t punish ins tan t ly as he 
d id then, n o t in the same way. B u t i f he punished 
every transgression then, now can we hope to es
cape? M a n y are t r ave l ing the ways t h a t seem r igh t . 
(Proverbs 14:12) . God has reserved a day of pun
ishment. 

Conclusion: These th ings were w r i t t e n f o r our 
learning. Our blessings and opportunit ies are m u c h 
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greater than were theirs . I f they could not sin w i t h 
impun i ty , nei ther can we. We should take heed 
lest we f a l l "after the same example of unbelief." 
(Hebrew 4:11) . 

G I V E W H A T Y O U H A V E 

by L loyd E. Ell is 

"Si lver and gold have I none; bu t wha t I 
have, t ha t give I thee." (Acts 3 :6) . 

There lies in th i s one sentence an epitome of 
th i s entire lesson on g iv ing . " W h a t I have"—I give. 
I f one would only do that , he wou ld f i l l a l l his obl i 
gations to the f u l l . God demands no more, and 
t h a t is a l l t ha t any man should expect of another. 

The set t ing and occasion f o r the above state
ment of Peter, is found in the picture of the lame 
man s i t t i ng at the gate, begging. He expected mon
ey, the apostles d id not have this , but they were 
ready and w i l l i n g to give wha t they did have—and 
t h a t wh ich they could give was w o r t h far more t han 
money to this unfor tuna te man. Peter and John 
had something to give—they gave i t . 

I . W h a t Others Gave In the Past. 

A. Some examples of those who gave whatever 
they had. F i rs t , They gave personal aid to those in 
distress, or who were aff l ic ted. Peter and John 
caused the lame man to be healed. Another example 
i s t ha t of the w o r k of the "good Samari tan." L k . 
10:25-37). Here was one in need—in distress, and 
th i s Samari tan could give assistance—assistance 
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w h i c h others had refused to give. He gave w h a t 
was needed and w h a t he had to give. 

Second, they gave the i r possession. In those 
ear ly days some of the disciples vo lun ta r i ly sold 
the i r possessions and placed the money at the dis
posal of the apostles. (Acts 4:34-37). 

T h i r d , many gave the i r lives. A lmos t f r o m the 
very f i r s t , persecutions fol lowed the disciples of the 
L o r d , and many were called upon to give the i r lives 
fo r the cause of Chris t . The pages of the record 
are f i l l ed w i t h the stories of the fa i thfulness of the 
m a r t y r s . 

F o u r t h , i t must be remembered t h a t Chris t gave 
a l l . He gave up his g lory w i t h the Father to come 
to the ear th to suffer and die for men. He came to 
do the w i l l o f the Father (Heb. 10:7) , and he accom
plished the w o r k wh ich he came to do. (Jno. 17:4) . 
Whi l e he was here on the ear th he gave up any idea 
of g lory and honor in the wor ld . Others have sold 
themselves to the devil for ear th ly power and glory , 
bu t this , Jesus refused to do. M t . 4:8-10; L k . 4:5-
8 ) . He had no proper ty here in th i s w o r l d . ( M t . 
8:20). Indeed, i t wou ld have i l l become the L o r d 
of heaven and ear th to have claimed a small por t ion 
of ea r th ly th ings . As a man he sought not personal 
possessions, bu t as the L o r d he sought to b r i ng a l l 
to h i m by g i v i n g a l l himself. In the end he d id give 
himself—he died t h a t a l l m i g h t l ive. 

I I . Each Should Give What He Has 

A. No ma t t e r how small, how poor, or how 
ins igni f icant one may be and feel, he s t i l l has much 
to give. Most of the m i g h t y works of the ear th are 
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accomplished by the concentrated effor ts of many 
smal l tasks. Witness the pyramids of E g y p t — b u i l t 
by the combined labors of thousands upon thous
ands of toi lers . Consider the ants—a g ra in of sand 
—one ind iv idua l after another t o i l i n g on, u n t i l a t 
last a huge mound is b u i l t up. 

Each one has t ime, and a f ine lesson is included 
in these words ; " T i m e is the s t u f f t h a t l i fe is made 
of, do n o t waste i t . " Thomas Haemerlein of K e m 
per, who l ived in the 15th century, dy ing about 1471 
A . D . , said, "Never be idle or vacant. Be always 
reading or w r i t i n g or p r ay ing or medi ta t ing or em
ployed in some useful labor fo r the common good." 
(Quoted b y H . B . W o r k m a n i n Chris t ian T h o u g h t 
to the Reformation, p. 221) . Men could learn a les
son f r o m t h a t statement. H o w f u l l our lives m i g h t 
be, i f we never wasted any t i m e ! 

Each one has some talent , or talents w h i c h 
should be used in serving and prais ing God, and help
i n g men. One may sing and another may speak, and 
someone else may do something else wh ich is w o r t h 
whi le . 

The personali ty of the ind iv idua l may be devel
oped and used to the advantage of t h a t i nd iv idua l 
and of others. One can learn to smile, even in the 
mids t of sorrow, and a smile w i l l give more encour
agement and help than many other things. L e a r n 
to smile. One may give words of encouragement 
to another—and a w o r d of comfor t and encourage
ment spoken a t the r i g h t t ime, w i l l help another i n 
many ways and b r i n g r i g h t dividends to the speak
er. Yes, each one can give words of encourage
ment to others. Each one could be present at the 
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assembly, and if one could do no more than be pres
ent, then even his presence alone is an an encourage
ment to others. Give you r t ime and your presence, 
these you have and can give. Each one should praise 
God, and g l o r i f y h i m . God does not expect of one 
more t han he can do, b u t he surely does expect each 
one to do his du ty , and to give w h a t he may have. 
The parable of the " ta lents" teaches t h a t one should 
use w h a t has been entrusted to h im , in the service 
o f the L o r d . ( M t . 25:14-30; L u . 19:12-27). 

H I . Values of Giv ing 

In th i s present age, when so many demands are 
being made upon the individuals ; when he is being 
faced w i t h peti t ions, and almost w i t h demands to 
give to a l l sorts of things, there is a danger t h a t the 
blessings o f f r ee -wi l l and vo lun ta ry g i v i n g m a y 
be lost. 

The sp i r i tua l enrichment to the ind iv idua l who 
gives is one of the th ings wh ich should be careful ly 
noted. An organizat ion was being formed fo r the 
purpose of r a i s ing money fo r some welfare i n s t i t u 
t ions. Var ious speeches had been made wh ich i n 
dicated how l i t t l e i s given in comparison to wha t is 
spent on m a n y luxuries , etc. An unobtrusive l i t t l e 
m a n arose and made a statement t h a t shocked the 
assembly. " I t seems to me." he said, " tha t the i m 
por t an t t h i n g is no t ra is ing money, bu t ge t t ing peo
ple to give; no t w h a t the money does fo r the in s t i 
tu t ions t h a t get i t , b u t w h a t i t does fo r the people 
who give i t . . . . W h a t I hope is t h a t you can save 
the privilege o f f r ee -wi l l g i v i n g . " ( A r t h u r B r a t -
l e t t in Th i s Week Magazine, Oct. 1945). W h a t does 
i t do to the one who gives? G iv ing makes a better 
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man ; i t softens the heart ; and causes one to t h i n k 
of another who is in need; i t helps to make brothers 
of men; i t assists in mak ing one Chr is t - l ike . 

There cer ta in ly is a value, also, to the one who 
receives. There are none who can go alone t h r o u g h 
l i fe , and there are many who need much assistance 
i f they are to l ive godly and r ighteously here in th i s 
w o r l d . Many need help if they are to pass a rea
sonably happy l ife on earth—yes, l i fe i tself of ten 
depends upon the assistance given by others. 

God and Chr is t also need the help of wha t each 
one can give—not tha t they have such ind iv idua l 
need ,but since God has placed in the hands of men 
the task of helping others, then the ind iv idua l mus t 
give to other men if the purposes of God are to be 
carr ied out. 

When Chris t had given himself, then God gave 
to him—even a name which is above every name. 
(Phi l . 2 :9) . God exalted h im , even above others. 
(Heb. 1:9). To the obedient—to the ones who give 
themselves and whatever they have, in this l i fe , God 
w i l l also give much. He w i l l welcome the ones who 
have given. ( M t . 25:34), and give to them eternal 
l i fe . (Rom. 6:23). 

Friends, as you read these lines, do you realize 
jus t how much each of you have to give? A n d when 
you are conscious of the fact t ha t you do have so 
much to give, w i l l you ask yourself, " A m I g i v i n g 
wha t I have?" 

The L o r d has asked you to give only w h a t y o u 
have, fo r i f you do not have the L o r d w i l l no t ex
pect something f r o m you . ( I I Cor. 8:12). T h o u g h 
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you may n o t have every th ing—yet you have some
th ing , and whatever t h a t something may be, the 
L o r d expects you to give of that . The Apostle has 
t augh t tha t one is to give as he has been blessed, or 
prospered; to give as he purposes in his heart ; free
ly and w i l l i n g l y — a n d bount i fu l ly . ( I Cor. 16:1-2; 
I I Cor. 9:6-8) . A n d le t us not forget t h a t each one 
is to do th is . 

Above a l l th ings, the mat te r o f pr ime impor t 
ance is to give yourself. The L o r d wants you. Those 
of Macedonia gave of the i r means after they had 
given themselves to the L o r d . (H" Cor. 8:5). L e t us 
f i r s t give ourselves to the L o r d , and then give other 
t h ings t h a t we have. 

Th i s principle i s i l lus t ra ted by the s tory of the 
l i t t l e boy who had no money to give. An appeal had 
been made to the audience to help by donations a 
w o r k badly needed in some foreign f ie ld . When the 
basket was being passed, this l i t t l e fe l low though t 
and t h o u g h t of w h a t he migh t give. As the basket 
came closer and closer he could t h i n g of no th ing 
tha t he had. At last, as he was approached, he placed 
his foot in the basket and said t h a t since he had no 
money to give, he wou ld give himself. 

H O W W E S H O U L D L I V E 

James D. Wi l le ford 

T e x t : 2 Peter 3:9-11. 
I n t r o : A f t e r r emind ing his readers of the sec

ond coming of Chr i s t and i ts cer tainty, and of the 
destruct ion of a l l ma te r i a l things, Peter asks the 
question, " W h a t manner of persons ought we to be 
in a l l ho ly conversation and godliness?" Or, in v iew 
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of these th ings w h i c h are to occur, how should we 
l ive? L e t us f i n d the answer to th is quest ion: We 
should l i ve : 

I N T H E F L E S H B U T N O T A F T E R T H E F L E S H 

Romans 8:1-4. Cannot fo l low the lusts of the 
flesh and please God. Today professors in schools 
are t e l l ing students to do wha t they wan t to do, to 
satisfy self. Con t ra ry to Bible w h i c h says, " M o r t i 
fy deed of body." This is a s t rong argument f o r 
our young people a t tending our Chr i s t ian colleges. 
The sp i r i t must be fol lowed, no t the flesh. See Ro
mans 8:13. Cannot please self and God. 

FOR S E L F B U T N O T S E L F I S H L Y 

Cannot l ive the Chr i s t i an l i fe f o r others. Ph i l . 
2:4. We A R E our brother ' s keeper. Chris t tells us 
to go and break the bread of l i fe , no t keep i t to our
selves. Chr i s t i an i ty should make us benevolent and 
generous. We see the contrast of at t i tudes in A b r a 
h a m and L o t . L o t chose the fer t i le plains and p i t ch 
ed his t en t t o w a r d Sodom. W h y ? Selfishness. B u t 
Abraham's magnan imi ty is seen in his offer to his 
nephew. So, whi le we can be Christ ians f o r our
selves only, s t i l l we mus t n o t l ive in a selfish man
ner. Our lives mus t be fo r others. 

FOR O T H E R S B U T N O T I N S T E A D O F O T H E R S 

Gal. 6:2. Also, see M a t t . 20:25 f f . Some have 
t hough t a contradic t ion between Gal. 6:2 and 6:5. 
B u t no contradic t ion. Burdens in verse 2 means 
"distress" whi le burdens in verse 5 has reference to 
"responsibilit ies." In the judgment we ' l l be judged 
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according to w h a t we d id and no t according to wha t 
someone else d id . Some feel t h a t if one member of 
the f a m i l y is present fo r worship, t h a t satisfies the 
requirements f o r the ent ire f ami ly . Chr is t w i l l no t 
ask you how y o u r preacher l ived, how many he say
ed, or how m a n y he visi ted, bu t he w i l l judge you 
by w h a t y o u d id . 

A S T H O U G H W E A R E I N T H E PRESENCE O F 
GOD E V E R Y M I N U T E B E C A U S E W E A R E 

Psalm 139. The ve ry n igh t i t se l f is dayl ight in 
the m i n d of God. His eye sees m y actions, his ear 
hears my words, his m i n d is comprehending my 
thoughts . Ecc. 12:13-14. Hebrews 4:12-13. H o w 
w o u l d you l ike fo r your nearest and dearest f r i end 
to see you r l i fe flashed upon a screen before you? 
Some day God w i l l see the innermost recesses o f 
y o u r heart . 

A S T H O U G H T H E E Y E S O F T H E W O R L D W E R E 
UPON U S B E C A U S E T H E Y A R E 

" L i v i n g epistle, k n o w n and read o f a l l men." A l 
most impossible to escape eyes of men even. They 
know more about you t han you t h i n k . Be sure your 
sin w i l l f i n d y o u out, and i t more often than not, 
f inds y o u ou t in the here and now. Someone is con
s tan t ly w a t c h i n g you . L i v e in recogni t ion o f t h a t 
fact . 

A S T H O U G H T H I S W E R E T H E L A S T D A Y 
O F L I F E . . . I T M A Y B E 

Psalm 103:15-16. Job 14:1-2. Isaiah 40:6. I 
Peter 1:24. James 1:10. The Old Testament and 
the N e w Testament bo th constant ly shout to us of 
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the f r a i l t y of man, and the b rev i ty of his l i fe . Also , 
our dai ly observation teaches us t h a t th i s is t rue . 
We see death and decay on a l l things around us. We 
should l ive in constant recognit ion of the fac t t h a t 
the pale horse is constant ly coming in to our midst , 
and we may be next . Seeing t h a t th i s is t rue, w h a t 
manner of persons ought we to be? 

INSPIRED E N C O U R A G E M E N T T O G I V E 

C. E. McGaughey 

I n t r o : I t should be the desire of every Chris
t i a n to k n o w a l l t ha t God wants h i m to know. He 
should not have any reluctance in learning any pa r t 
of God's w i l l , whether i t be concerning the Lord ' s 
Supper, baptism, g iv ing , or any other subject. N o t 
only be w i l l i n g to learn, b u t w i l l i n g to practice to 
the ve ry m a x i m u m of his s t rength. (Jas. 1:22). 
M u s t be a doer as we l l as a hearer. The encourage
ment given by Paul to the Corinthians to give is 
the basis of th is lesson. W h a t he said to the Chr is 
t ians of the f i r s t century should be of v i t a l in ter 
est to us today. In Paul's f i r s t letter, he la id d o w n 
the general principles concerning church finance. 
(I Cor. 16:1-2). Ind iv idua l ly , "each one." Regu
la r ly , "Upon the f i r s t day of the week." Propor
t ionately, "As he may prosper." In his second le t 
te r he encouraged t hem to ca r ry ou t those p r i n c i 
ples. 

T H E E X A M P L E O F T H E M A C E D O N I A N S I S 
C I T E D 

(2 Cor. 8:1-5). In the midst of a f f l i c t ion and 
out of deep pover ty they had given. They had g iv -

t 
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en l ibera l ly "beyond the i r power" and " o f the i r o w n 
accord." The reason fo r the i r l ibera l i ty , " B u t f i r s t 
they gave the i r o w n selves to the L o r d . " 

URGED T O L E T T H E I R G I V I N G B E O N PAR 

W I T H T H E I R O T H E R A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S 

(Verse 7 ) . They had abounded in f a i th , u t te r 
ance, knowledge, and in a l l earnestness. N o w they 
are exhor ted to "Abound in th is grace also," w h i c h 
is the grace of g iv ing . Christ ians should str ive to 
be well-balanced in the i r development, and no t to 
leave the i r g i v i n g undeveloped. 

P A U L R E M I N D S T H E M T H E I R G I V I N G I N 

D I C A T E S T H E S I N C E R I T Y O F T H E I R L O V E 

( W . 8-24). I f g iv ing was a test o f love then, 
i t s t i l l is. H o w t rue i t is t ha t we are w i l l i n g to sac
r i f ice fo r those in w h o m we are v i t a l l y interested. 
Th i s is one of the characteristics of love. Mothers 
and fathers w i l l sacrifice fo r the i r chi ldren to pro
vide the i r physical needs and the r i g h t k i n d of edu
cat ional advantages. I f we love the lost, the w i d 
ows, and the orphans, we shall be w i l l i n g to sacri
fice fo r t h e m and thus f u l f i l l the Lord ' s work . 

H E H O L D S U P T H E E X A M P L E O F JESUS T O 
STIR T H E I R H E A R T S T O G E N E R O U S A C T I O N 

(Verse 9 ) . " T h o u g h he was r i c h . " Equal w i t h 
the Fa ther (Ph i l . 2 :6 ) . H a d g lo ry w i t h the Father. 
(John 17:5) . He also had the love, service, and fe l 
lowship of the heavenly hosts. ( M t . 4:11, L k . 23:43, 
M t . 26:53). He was co-creator and co-owner of every 
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a tom of mate r i a l wea l th in the entire universe. (John 
1:3, Col. 1:16-17). 

"He became poor." Was born of a home so poor 
t h a t the mother had to offer the poorest of a l l of
fer ings f o r her cleansing. ( L k . 2:23). When g r o w n 
he had no place to cal l home. ( L k . 9:58). He be
came a servant. (Ph i l . 2 :7) . Died fo r others. ( I 
Pet. 2:24). Bur i ed in tomb of another. H i s mother 
was given to the care of another. (Jno. 19:37). He 
became perfect ly qual i f ied to be our Savior t h r o u g h 
his suffering, death, and resurrect ion. (Heb. 5 :9) . 
I f he wou ld so sacrifice f o r us, ou t of sincere g r a t i 
tude, and in i m i t a t i o n of h im , we should be w i l l i n g 
to sacrifice tha t the Gospel of Chr is t m i g h t be car
r ied to the mil l ions who have never heard i t . 

H E URGING T H E M T O C A R R Y O U T T H E I R 
PROMISE A N D PURPOSES 

He refers to the i r g i v i n g as "aforepromised 
bounty ." (9:5 Amer ican Standard Ver s ion ) . N o t 
only had they seen the need b u t had promised to 
do something. They are urged to complete the i r 
purpose. (9 :6 ) . I f i t was r i g h t f o r t hem t o p r o m 
ise and purpose ahead, i t i s s t i l l r i g h t and w o r t h y 
of the i m i t a t i o n of a l l Chris t ians. 

R E M I N D S T H E M T H A T W E S H A L L R E A P 
A S W E SOW 

(9 :4 ) . Men do n o t impoverish themselves by 
g i v i n g freely, b u t ra ther they bless themselves. 
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W A R N S A G A I N S T G I V I N G G R U D G I N G L Y A N D 
R E V E A L S T H A T GOD L O V E S C H E E R F U L G I V E R 

(9 :7 ) . To give large amounts w i t h a heart t h a t 
i s re luc tan t to p a r t w i t h i t i s o f no value. N o t only 
mus t give freely, b u t w i l l i n g l y and cheerfully. 

H E PROMISES T H A T GOD I S A B L E T O M A K E 
A B L E T H O S E W H O USE W E ' L L FOR H I M 

W H A T T H E Y H A V E 

(9:8-11) . " A n d God is able to make a l l grace 
abound unto y o u . " "Tha t ye hav ing a l l sufficiency 
in everyth ing , may abound unto every good w o r k . " 
" A n d he t h a t supplieth seed to the sower and bread 
f o r food shall supply and m u l t i p l y your seed. . . . " 

HIS F I N A L WORDS A S U M M A R Y O F W H A T 
H E H A S S A I D 

In closing the subject, Paul said, "Thanks be to 
God f o r H i s unspeakable G i f t . " (9 :15) . Points to 
God's great g i f t in the g iv ing of his Son. Notice, 
"unspeakable g i f t . " 

Conclusions: These were powerfu l motives f o r 
the Cor inthians to give. Carefully, considered, they 
w i l l move us today. 

" L E T ' S PUT FIRST T H I N G S F I R S T ! " 

M. Norvel Young 
T e x t : M a t t h e w 6:33 " B u t seek ye f i r s t his k i n g 

dom, and his righteousness; and a l l these th ings shall 
be added un to y o u . " 

I n t r o : T w o ways of classifying wha t we do: 1 . 
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I s i t r i g h t o r w r o n g i n i tself? 2 . I f i t i s r i g h t i n i t se l f 
wha t relat ive importance should i t have in my l i fe? 
Jesus not only teaches us to eschew such sins as l ie -
ing , murder , adultery, pride, etc., bu t also to pu t f i r s t 
th ings f i r s t in reference to those th ings r i g h t in t hem
selves. " M y ways are not your ways, neither are my 
thoughts your thoughts ," says the L o r d . 

I . God's Requirement 

"Seek f i r s t his k i n g d o m and his righteousness 
. . ." The comparison is not w i t h th ings w r o n g in 
themselves, bu t w i t h food, c lo th ing , shelter in con
t ras t w i t h God's k ingdom. Context shows this . "Be 
no t therefore anxious saying, W h a t shall we eat, or 
wha t shall we dr ink , or wherewi tha l anxious saying, 
F o r after a l l these th ings do the Gentiles seek; fo r 
you r heavenly Father knowe th t h a t ye have need of 
a l l these th ings ." God is no t content fo r us to l ive 
on same level w i t h pagans or Gentiles. I t becomes 
a sin to put physical needs above sp i r i tua l needs. It 
is ge t t ing the car t before the horse. God knows t h a t 
th i s is one of the fundamenta l temptat ions f o r the 
disciple of Chris t . 

I I . The " F i r s t Th ings" Defined 

1. God's k ingdom and his righteousness include 
God's purpose fo r us and th is whole wor ld . The f i r s t 
t h i n g Jesus t augh t us to p ray fo r is God's k ingdom. 
" T h y w i l l be done on ear th as i t is i n heaven" is to be 
our pe t i t ion . Out of seven requests in the prayer the 
L o r d t augh t the disciples only one referred to mate
r i a l needs. Our purpose in l ife is to g lo r i fy God and 
do Hi s w i l l , , n o t enjoy ourselves, en ter ta in ourselves.. 
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Chr i s t i an i ty is n o t a segment of our lives. I t is no t 
a way of look ing at cer ta in things, bu t a certain way 
of looking a t a l l things. When pagans put commu
n ism f i r s t i t i s t ime fo r Christ ians to put f i r s t things 
f i r s t . Sept. 11 , 1950 T ime quotes Soviet Society: 
"The struggle against the Gospel and Chris t ian legend 
mus t be conducted ruthlessly and w i t h a l l the means 
at the disposal of Communism." They are publishing 
20,000,000 t rac ts to convert young people. 

I I I . A P P L Y I N G T H E PRINCIPLE T O OUR 
L I V E S 

I I I . A p p l y i n g the Principle to Our Lives 

1 . Test yourself on w h a t you pu t f i r s t when 
there is a confl ict . 

Do no t neglect the worship a t any t ime w i t h an 
excuse you wou ld not offer at you r office or shop? 
(Such as headache, friends dropped in , t i red) E x 
ample of H u g h W i l k i n of Houston, Texas who spon
sored softball team w i t h understanding they wou ld 
no t have to play on Wednesday evening. Later in 
r u n - o f f team was scheduled to play on Wednesday. 
The i r protests were scoffed at. Team refused to play, 
fo r fe i ted chances of w i n n i n g tournament , so tha t they 
could a t tend prayer meeting. 

2 . Example of young woman in Lubbock who 
broke her engagement because eligible young man 
was not a Chr i s t ian and wou ld not s tudy Bible w i t h 
v iew of obeying gospel before thei r wedding. Example 
of convert in Memphis, Tenn. a t Un ion Avenue who 
refused to speak at dinner fo r his company because 
he had p r io r engagement to a t tend prayer meeting. 
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Example of f a m i l y t h a t refused to spend money on 
vacat ion because they could no t a f ford i t after g i v i n g 
the i r f i r s t 10 per cent to the L o r d . Do we give w h a t 
is le f t over, or do we give f i r s t to the L o r d and spend 
w h a t is lef t . 

3. Blessings w i l l a t tend us. I f we p u t f i r s t t h ings 
f i r s t we w i l l bear much f r u i t f o r the L o r d . John 15:8. 
We w i l l have added to us the necessities of fife. W e 
w i l l lay up treasures i n heaven ra ther t han on ear th . 
Peace, joy, love, hope w i l l sp r ing up w i t h i n us every 
day. Our false pride, pagan sense o f values w i l l be 
swept away. Soul w o r t h more t h a n a l l the w o r l d . 

Conclusion. No t ime to d i l ly -da l ly . We cannot 
serve God and mammon. L e t us reexamine our stand
a r d of values f o r ourselves and our chi ldren, and p u t 
f i r s t th ings f i r s t . God mus t be f i r s t o r He w i l l n o t 
be at a l l in our lives. Chr i s t is ei ther w o r t h every
t h i n g o r no th ing a t a l l . 

L O V E A B O U N D I N G 

Roy H. Lanier 

T e x t : Ph i l . 1:9-11. 

INTRODUCTION: 
Paul had less c r i t i c i sm to offer the church a t 

Ph i l ipp i t han any other church, ye t he urged t h e m 
to g r o w in love. He prayed tha t the i r love m i g h t 
abound ye t more and more. The w o r d "abound" sug
gests the idea of ge t t ing f u l l and r u n n i n g over; i t is 
always possible f o r one to g row in love. 

Paul wanted t h e m to g r o w in knowledge; he 
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wanted the i r love to be an in te l l igent love. W i t h o u t 
knowledge there can be no love. No such t h i n g as 
love at f i r s t s ight . Knowledge either repels or draws. 
The more y o u k n o w of some people, the less you 
are incl ined to love t h e m ; the more you know of 
others the more y o u love them. 

Paul wan ted t hem to have a discerning love— 
" i n a l l discernment." We mus t be able to discern 
between th ings w o r t h y of our love and th ings u n 
w o r t h y o f our love. Love no t the w o r l d . ( I Jno. 
2 :15) . L o v e heavenly things. (Col. 3:1-2). 

Th i s love enables us to "approve the th ings t h a t 
are excellent." One's character is judged by the 
th ings he approves and allows in his speech and 
presence. The objects of our love are not mentioned 
in the verse, b u t f r o m other scriptures we learn w h a t 
a Chr i s t i an should love. 

W E M U S T L O V E GOD 

The f i r s t and supreme object of the Chris t ian 's 
love i s God ( M a t t . 22:37). We f i n d i t easy to love 
t h e m who love us. Since God gave us a being in the 
w o r l d , has sustained and preserved us in good heal th 
of m i n d and body, has given his Son to redeem us 
f r o m sin, has guarded us f r o m the evi l one ( I I Thess. 
3 :3) , and w i l l give us a home i n heaven, we ought 
to f i n d i t easy to love h i m . We love h i m because 
he loved us. ( I Jno. 4:19) . 

The test of love is obedience. ( I Jno. 5:3) . A n d 
his commandments are n o t grievous. The w o r d 
"gr ievous" does n o t mean d i f f i cu l t , f o r many of 
God's commandments are d i f f i cu l t . B u t i t is no t a 
ga l l ing experience to keep the most d i f f i cu l t com-
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mandments i f we love God. We w i l l get our greatest 
t h r i l l , out highest enjoyment, f r o m doing the w i l l o f 
God i f we love h i m supremely. 

W E M U S T L O V E JESUS C H R I S T 

Jesus demands tha t we love h i m more than we 
love parents, husband, wife , chi ldren or proper ty . 
( M a t t . 10:37; L u k e 14:26) A g a i n the test of our 
love for h i m is our obedience to his commandments. 
(Jno. 14:15) Keeping par t of his commandments is 
no proof of love. Keeping a l l his commandments 
a par t of the t ime is no proof of love. Fa i th fu l , con
s tant obedience in our business, social, and recrea
t iona l l i fe , as we l l as our worship, is the proof of our 
love. 

W E M U S T L O V E T H E C H U R C H 

Jesus loved the church and gave himself fo r i t 
(Eph. 5:25); and we should love i t enough to give 
our lives in humble service to i t . I f we love the 
church we w i l l a t tend i ts services. People who love 
the i r f ra te rna l orders, or civic clubs, a t tend the 
meetings and take par t in the activit ies. Love f o r 
the church w i l l no t al low l i t t l e hindrances to keep 
one f r o m at tending. 

I f we love the church we w i l l accept responsi
bi l i t ies i n the w o r k and worship. Love w i l l cause 
one to teach a class, conduct a prayer service, serve 
on whatever committees the elders appoint us. Love 
fo r the church w i l l cause one to give money for the 
g r o w t h and expansion of the w o r k of the church . 

I f we love the church we w i l l no t act i n such 
a way as to b r i ng shame and reproach upon i ts good 
name in the communi ty . Young people of ten t h i n k 
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they have a r i g h t to dance; they say there is no s in 
in i t to them. They are w r o n g ; bu t suppose they 
are r igh t , and no personal h a r m would come to them. 
Dancing w i l l b r i n g reproach upon the church where 
they worship. I f they love the church, they w i l l 
forego the i r personal pleasure ra ther than h u r t the 
church. Some bre thren t h i n k they have a r i g h t to 
d r i n k beer and whisky . Suppose they have tha t per
sonal r i g h t . The pious people of the communi ty 
t h i n k such is wrong , and people who d r ink w i l l lose 
the i r influence and b r ing reproach upon the church. 
I f we love the church we w i l l be w i l l i n g to sacrifice 
our pleasures to protect the good name of the church. 

W E M U S T L O V E T H E T R U T H 

People are lost who receive not the love of the 
t r u t h . ( I I Thess. 2:10) . I f we love the t r u t h we 
w i l l search fo r i t . (Jno. 5:39; Ac t s 17:11). I f we 
love the t r u t h we w i l l accept i t regardless of the 
source. I f we love the t r u t h we w i l l defend i t . Jude 
tells us to contend for the f a i t h (Jude 3 ) . Paul 
says the mouths of false teachers ought to be stop
ped ( T i t . 1:9-11. We stop the i r mouths by reprov
ing , rebuking, exposing the i r false doctrines and 
unsc r ip tu ra l practices. ( I I T i m . 4:2-4; Eph. 5:11). 
Jesus used th is method (Jno. 7:7; M a t t . 15:1-9; 
M a r k 7:1-16). Paul used th is method (Acts 19:8). 
Stephen defended the t r u t h and exposed error. (Acts 
6:9) . 

W E M U S T L O V E O N E A N O T H E R 

" L e t b ro the r ly love continue." "Love one an
other f r o m the heart fe rvent ly ." We must love 
bre thren in spite o f the i r faul ts . I f God refused to 
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love us u n t i l we become w o r t h y of his love, the last 
one of us w o u l d go to torment . We m u s t love 
bre thren in spite of w h a t they do to us, or say about 
us ( M a t t . 5:43-47). Association w i t h b re th ren 
w h i c h results i n bet ter knowledge of t hem w i l l us
ua l ly cause us to love them. P ray ing often f o r a 
bro ther w i l l help us love h i m ; i t is impossible to hate 
one i f we cal l his name in our prayers every day and 
ask the L o r d to bless h i m . 

W E M U S T L O V E T H E LOST 

I t was the love of God f o r the lost t h a t sent 
Jesus to save us; i t was the love of Jesus t h a t made 
h i m w i l l i n g to die f o r us. The only w a y we can 
show our appreciation f o r the i r great love f o r us 
when we were lost is to love the lost about us enough 
to do w h a t we can to save them. If I love the lost 
I w i l l preach the gospel t o t h e m ; give m y money t o 
send preachers of the gospel to t h e m ; go w i t h 
preachers in to communit ies w i t h i n reach to preach 
the gospel. Too many people are no t w i l l i n g to 
inconvenience themselves enough on Sunday to go 
w i t h the Preacher to a c o m m u n i t y to preach the 
gospel a few miles f r o m home. Paul's love fo r the 
lost was so great t h a t he was w i l l i n g to be "anathe
ma f r o m Chr i s t " i f he could save his Jewish bre th
ren (Rom. 9:1-3). Such love f o r the lost led h i m 
to endure a l l th ings f o r the i r sake ( I I T i m . 2:10; 

I I Cor. 11:22-28). A n d love fo r the lost knows no 
na t iona l boundaries. I f we love the lost we w i l l be 
w i l l i n g to send, or take, the gospel to every n a t i o n 
under heaven. 
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M A R K S OF A F A I T H F U L C H U R C H 

Otis Gatewood 

I n t r o : M a n y le t ters i n the N e w Testament w r i t 
ten to churches. In t hem we f i n d commendation 
when mer i t ed and c r i t i c i sm when deserved. W h a t 
k i n d o f l e t te r w o u l d the L o r d w r i t e t o th is church? 
In th i s lesson, we w a n t to notice some of the th ings 
t h a t are requi red of a f a i t h f u l church. Some of 
these are usual ly regarded as l i t t l e things, b u t they 
are i m p o r t a n t in the eyes of the L o r d . 

A P E A C E F U L C H U R C H 

"Behold how good and how pleasant i t i s f o r 
b re thren to dwel l together in u n i t y . " (Psal 133:1). 
"A house divided against i tself cannot stand." The 
u n i t y of the Jerusalem church was one reason f o r 
i t s ou ts tanding success. A r e y o u the type t h a t con
t r ibu tes to peace, or are you the type t h a t constant
ly criticizes, picks f laws, and tears down? "Blessed 
are the peacemakers." This characterist ic has a 
great deal to do w i t h the impression created upon 
the communi ty . 

A F R I E N D L Y A N D H A P P Y C H U R C H 

So ma ny t imes we who are Christ ians depict 
sadness. This does no t convince others t h a t Chr i s t 
can change lives and b r i n g j o y and sunshine. "Re
joice in the L o r d . " Radiate j o y and happiness. 
Some do n o t r e t u r n to our services because we d id 
n o t speak. We should make a special e f for t to be 
k i n d to the poor. W h e n Jesus sent w o r d to John 
to t e l l h i m t h a t he was the Messiah, he t o l d t h e m 
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to t e l l John, " The poor have the gospel preached 
t o them." I n other words, Chr is t was saying, " I 
am g iv ing a t ten t ion to those who have been neg
lected by others." 

A R E V E R E N T C H U R C H 

We have stressed the fact t ha t the house is n o t 
holy, but shouldn' t we behave di f ferent ly f r o m the 
w a y we wou ld in a grocery store? Reverence is 
one point in wh ich we need much improvement . A 
suggestion: When you come in to the bui ld ing, get 
a song book or a testament, and s ta r t reading. Th i s 
w i l l prepare your m i n d fo r worship. I t w i l l teach 
others respect fo r the L o r d . 

A C H U R C H W I T H PROPER A T T I T U D E T O W A R D 
L I T T L E T H I N G S 

" W h o ha th despised the day of small t h i n g s ? " 
(Zech. 4:10). Jesus' l ife composed of wha t many 
wou ld call l i t t l e things, such as teaching one m a n 
or woman, blessing children, using sparrow to teach 
a lesson, emphasizing the commonplace th ings of 
l i fe . He taught us tha t if we so much as give a 
cup of water in his name, we shall be remembered 
fo r i t . L i t t l e acts of our everyday l i v i n g have so 
much to do w i t h g iv ing an impression of the church 
to others. We m i g h t t a lk harshly to a telephone 
operator who had failed to get the r i g h t number f o r 
us, and th is l i t t l e act m i g h t drive her away f r o m 
Chris t . B u t a k i n d w o r d has marvellous t r ans fo rm
ing power. W a t c h the thousands of l i t t l e th ings 
which combine to make up l i f e ! 
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A C H U R C H T H A T IS F A I T H F U L IN A T T E N D A N C E 

Catholics insist on attendance. Denominations 
do not. Denominat ional i sm is c rumbl ing ; Catholics 
increasing. Th i s shows the power of f a i t h fu l church 
attendance. I f y o u love the church, you w i l l be 
f a i t h f u l to a t t end i ts services. This is something 
not iced by others. Y o u can convince them t h a t 
church means something to you by you r f ide l i ty 
t o i t . 

A C H U R C H T H A T I S F A I T H F U L I N T E A C H I N G 
I 

Th i s is something in wh ich Chr i s t is so in ter
ested. Is th i s church f a i t h fu l to his charge? A r e 
we as a church doing any th ing to preach the gos
pel outside of these four walls? This is a great test 
of our faithfulness. A t rue church of Chr is t must 
be missionary. This is also t rue of ind iv idua l mem
bers. Each Chr is t ian must be a soul winner fo r 
Jesus. H o w many have you ever w o n fo r Chr is t? 
" Y o u must save another soul i f you w o u l d save your 
o w n ; The doors of heaven are closed to h i m who 
comes alone." 

A C H U R C H T H A T IS F A I T H F U L 
I N S T U D Y I N G T H E B I B L E 

" M y people are destroyed for lack of knowledge." 
(Hosea 4 :6 ) . I t seems t h a t there is a great lack of 
Bible knowledge among us today. If we had some 
creed other t han the Bible, we m i g h t f i n d some con
solation in f a i l i n g to k n o w the Bible. B u t i t i s our 
on ly creed. We should know i t . We, of a l l people, 
should be acquainted w i t h i t . H o w can we teach 
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others i f we do no t? " L e t the w o r d o f Chr i s t dwe l l 
i n you r i c h l y . " 

Conclusion: L e t us examine ourselves to see 
whether we be in the f a i t h . Chr is t w i l l no t judge 
us by how successful or how popular we were, b u t 
by our faithfulness. Is th is a f a i t h f u l church? A r e 
y o u a f a i t h f u l Chris t ian? I f y o u wan t to make th i s 
the k i n d of church w i t h w h i c h Chr is t i s pleased, 
then you mus t begin w i t h yourself . 

P L E A S A N T A N D U N P L E A S A N T T H I N G S 
A B O U T T H E M I N I S T R Y 

Weldon B. Bennett 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

In Ph i l . 4:10-13 Paul reveals some of the person
al th ings about himself. We m a y call t hem the "ups 
and downs" of his m in i s t ry . Just as in other voca
t ions of l ife t ha t of an evangelist i s punctuated w i t h 
both pleasant and unpleasant experiences and emo
tions. 

Though Paul was an apostle he was yet human, 
a man of feelings, emotions, l ikes and dislikes. H i s 
l i fe interests us because we experience many th ings 
s imi lar to w h a t he did. Cer ta in ly our persecutions 
and physical hardships are no t as great as his, b u t 
we do have the same pleasures and displeasures in 
preaching. 

1 . U N P L E A S A N T F E A T U R E S OF B E I N G A 
GOSPEL P R E A C H E R 

1. Facing a wor ld steeped in sin. " N o w whi le 
Paul wa i ted f o r t h e m a t Athens, his sp i r i t was pro-
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voked w i t h i n h i m as he beheld the c i ty f u l l of idols." 
Ac t s 17:16. W h a t a tremendous task the Gentile 
apostle had to tackle! W h a t insurmountable obstac
les apparently l ay ahead! One devoid of the Sp i r i t 
of Chr is t w o u l d have concluded there was no chance 
f o r good. 

Today, as we observe w h a t a g r ip sin has on 
most people our hearts ache. In almost every pub
lic place we see women pu f f i ng cigarettes whose 
f ingers are stained w i t h poisonous nicotine. In 
many of these places teen-aged gir ls are found d r ink 
i n g in toxicants . I t i s not unusual to observe young 
women whose husbands are in the armed forces 
keeping company w i t h other men. When, too, we 
have such legislators as a congressman of our o w n 
state o f Cal i fornia who supported a b i l l fo r help
i n g to keep secret f r o m the husbands serving over
seas the b i r t h of i l legi t imate children. We are temp
ted to say, " W h a t i s the use?" B u t Paul had to 
face a w o r l d steeped in sin. We mus t double our 
effor ts . 

2. Comparat ively few w i l l hear the gospel. We 
w o r k ha rd i n v i t i n g people to our services, ye t few, 
comparat ively, w i l l come. Some who do a t tend are 
disinterested. M a n y others have prejudices. We 
preach w i t h a l l our power and in love, yet they are 
offended. A g a i n , we remember tha t Paul faced the 
same condit ions. Ac t s 13:44 f f . , 23:1-2. 

3. Indifference of some members. When we 
read the messages to the seven churches of Asia 
(Rev. 2, 3) we discover only t w o f a i t h fu l congre
gations. Imagine the unpleasant task of the mes
sengers and the g r i e f of those who worked to p lan t 
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the gospel in these places now learn ing of the luke-
warmness of some and apostasy of others. 

Sometimes we face the same today. We see 
bre thren who apparently are not interested in the 
church's g r o w t h , who care so l i t t l e for the services 
tha t they a t tend seldom, so disinterested in con
v e r t i n g souls t h a t they w i l l no t even at tend preach
i n g services devoted to conver t ing the alien, so 
greedy they w i l l no t sacrifice to have neat, i n v i t 
i n g meet ing houses—how hear t - rending a l l th i s is 
to the one whose soul's great desire is to advance 
the Cause of Chris t . 

4. Destructive cr i t ics , objectors, compromisers. 
Some cri t icize the preacher to his back. Occasion
a l ly he f inds objectors to any w o r t h w h i l e program. 
These are not many, perhaps, b u t they can make 
one's w o r k unpleasant. A n d another class w h i c h 
hinders the Cause of Chr i s t is compromisers. In 
his l i s t of "per i ls" Paul mentions "false bre thren" . 
I Cor. 11:26. 

5 . Worldliness in the church. "For ou t of m u c h 
a f f l i c t ion and anguish of hear t I wro t e un to you 
w i t h tears. . . . " 2 Cor. 2:4. Thus speaks Paul 
concerning sin in the Cor in th ian church. I t i s an 
unpleasant job to reprove brethren of the i r w o r l d l y 
ways, bu t the t r u t h mus t be preached. 2 T i m . 4:1-2. 

A f t e r my announcing the church's w i t h d r a w a l 
f r o m an incorr ig ib le a t a congregation w i t h w h i c h 
I once labored, one of the Christ ians said to me, " I 
cer ta inly w o u l d hate to do w h a t you d i d " . Y e t the 
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bro ther knew some had to take the lead in such dis
cipline. 

B u t there is the b r igh te r side w h i c h we have 
reserved f o r the last. 

I I . W H Y P R E A C H I N G I S A P L E A S U R E 

1. Sat isfact ion of knowing it is the most im-
por tan t w o r k in the w o r l d . Jesus called busy f ish
ermen to be his disciples, saying he wou ld make of 
t h e m "fishers of men". M k . l : 16 f . Aga in , Jesus 
pointed ou t to a disciple t h a t preaching must have 
precedence over b u r y i n g one's father . L k . 9:57-60. 
The apostles declared tha t preaching the w o r d of 
the L o r d was more impor t an t than "serving tables" 
to the hungry . Ac t s 6:2. Yea, Paul considered his 
m i n i s t r y above his o w n l i fe . Ac t s 20:24. 

2. The realization of Christ 's presence to help. 
" I can d o a l l th ings i n h i m t h a t s t rengtheneth me." 
Ph i l . 4:13. "For himself ha th said, I w i l l in no wise 
f a i l thee, nei ther w i l l I i n any wise forsake thee." 
Heb. 13:5. "Cast ing a l l you r anxie ty upon h im , be
cause he careth f o r y o u " . I Pet. 5:7. These and 
many other scriptures assure the gospel minis ter 
t h a t he is no t alone in his w o r k . 

3. The joy of seeing people accept Chris t . 
T h o u g h ma ny seem disinterested, s t i l l we f i nd hon
est, earnest searchers for t r u t h . A n d wha t joy there 
is to lead these to Chr is t ! "They therefore, being 
b rough t on the i r w a y by the church, passed th rough 
bo th Phoenicia and Samaria, declaring the conver
sion of the Gentiles; and they caused great joy 
un to a l l the bre thren" . Ac t s 15:3. We often hear 
t h i s : "Today is the happiest day of my l i fe , to see 
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my son (or husband, or f r iend) become a Chr is 
t i a n " . 

4. The joy of seeing Christians develop. A n x 
ie ty surrounds the b i r t h o f every chi ld. W h a t j o y 
comes to the parents when the babe begins to de
velop no rma l ly ! A n d so w i t h our babes in Chr is t . 

M a n y years ago I held a mission meet ing in 
West Texas. On the second n i g h t a man and w o 
m a n w i t h the i r t w o daughters obeyed the gospel. 
They l ived quite a distance f r o m the place of wor 
ship and, at f i r s t , attended i r regu la r ly . I was con
cerned about them, wonder ing i f they w o u l d be 
f a i t h f u l . Ten years later I held a meet ing at t he i r 
home, and to my j o y I found they were regu la r ly 
attendants. 

"Greater j o y have I none t h a n this , to hear of 
my chi ldren w a l k i n g in the t r u t h " . 3 Jno. 4 . 

5 . Lov ing fel lowship of the f a i t h fu l . T h e 
Chr is t ian has more in common w i t h fe l low saints 
t han w i t h those k i n in the flesh who are no t God's 
chi ldren. Once, upon being introduced to an elder, 
the la t te r said, "Bro the r Bennett , I have no t seen 
y o u before, bu t I feel t h a t I have always k n o w n y o u 
f o r we are brothers in Chr is t " . There is no associa
t i o n or fel lowship to equal t h a t of Christ ians. H o w 
touch ing is Paul's prayer to the Thessalonians, " F o r 
w h a t thanksg iv ing can we render again un to God 
f o r you, fo r a l l the joy w h e r e w i t h we joy, fo r y o u r 
sakes before our God; n i g h t and day p ray ing ex
ceedingly t h a t we may see your face, and may per
fect t h a t w h i c h i s l ack ing in your f a i th? N o w m a y 
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our God and Fa ther himself, and our L o r d Jesus, 
d i rect our w a y to y o u " . I Thess. 3:9-11. 

6. The hope of reward. A d d to the foregoing 
the hope of heaven, and the pleasant features fa r 
ou twe igh the unpleasant. H o w consoling and i n 
sp i r ing i s Paul 's valedict ion, " I have fought the 
good f i g h t , I have f inished the course, I have kept 
the f a i t h . Hencefor th there is la id up fo r me the 
c r o w n of righteousness, wh ich the L o r d , the r i g h 
teous judge, shall give to me at t h a t day; and not 
to me only, b u t also to a l l t hem t h a t have loved his 
appearing." 2 T i m . 4:7-8. 

W i t h a l l i t s ups and downs I w o u l d n o t exchange 
the pu lp i t f o r a throne. 

T H E POWER O F S I N G I N G 

W i l l a r d Collins 

T e x t : Colossians 3:16-17 

I n t r o : God's revelat ion teaches man how to 
be saved and how to l ive and worship t h a t he may 
be eternal ly saved i n Heaven. I t contains f u l l i n 
s t ruct ions relat ive to worship. One way in w h i c h 
a Chr is t ian is to render praise and devotion to God 
is by s inging. Our t ex t emphasizes th is impor tan t 
act of worship . More s tudy and emphasis should 
be given to i t . Our t e x t emphasizes the fact t h a t 
one prerequisi te i s being f i l l ed w i t h the word . " L e t 
the w o r d dwel l in you r i c h l y . " A Chris t ian should 
be especially f ami l i a r w i t h those passages tha t teach 
h i m how to sing. (Ma t t . 26:30, M a r k 14:26, Rom. 
15:9, I Cor. 14:15, Eph . 5:19, Col. 3:16, Heb. 2:12, 
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James 5:13). There is wonder fu l power in the r i g h t 
k i n d of s inging. 

O N E W A Y O F T E A C H I N G 

Can teach sinners of the death of Chr i s t a n d 
i t s meaning by s inging such as "There was one w h o 
was w i l l i n g to die in my stead." This teaches the 
vicarious death of Chris t . Ano the r impor t an t fac t 
of the Chr is t ian re l ig ion is t h a t the blood is the 
cleansing power. We meet this blood by being bap
t ized in to His death. (Jno. 19:34, I Jno. 1:7, Rom. 
6 :4) . We can sing, "There is a foun ta in f i l l ed w i t h 
blood, d r awn f r o m Immanuel ' s veins, and sinners 
plunged beneath t h a t f lood lose a l l the i r g u i l t y 
stains." This teaches the value of the blood and the 
connection between blood and obedience. We can 
teach lessons about heaven by s inging "There's a 
beaut i ful place called heaven." This has a tendency 
to cause those who hear to appreciate heaven more. 
M a n y other facts we can teach sinners by sc r ip tu ra l 
songs. 

A M E A N S OF I N S P I R I N G W E A K M E M B E R S 

We teach and admonish one another in song. 
Songs such as "stand up for Jesus" have a t remen
dous power. They encourage the weak and f a in t 
hearted to renew the i r s t rength . M a n y songs are 
designed fo r th i s purpose. 

A M E A N S OF A D M O N I S H I N G A N D 
E N C O U R A G I N G OUR F E L L O W M A N 

I n v i t a t i o n songs encourage sinners to accept 
Chris t . Example, "O W h y N o t T o n i g h t ? " Bereaved 
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families are comfor ted by the songs of the i r friends. 
"Does Jesus care when my heart is pained?" 

A M E A N S OF P R A I S I N G GOD FOR HIS GOODNESS 

God has been good to us. Someone has said, 
"The Chr i s t i an sings because he has something to 
s ing about ." Th i s realization causes h i m to sing 
f r o m the heart as he is admonished to do. There 
are many songs of praise and thanksgiv ing . 

Conclusion: T h i n k of the potent ia l power fo r 
good there is in Christ ians everywhere l i f t i n g the i r 
voices in song! Power to s t i r lost people. Power 
to revive weak Christians. This is the k i n d of 
music t h a t can be made in the name of Christ , fo r 
he commanded i t . No other can. A n d there is not 
the power in the mechanical ins t ruments of man 
t h a t is in the God-ordained music wh ich is made 
w i t h the voice and accompanied w i t h the melody 
of the heart. A r e you able to sing f r o m the heart, 
"Jesus is a l l the w o r l d to me"? If you are not a 
Chris t ian, you are not . 

PROPER D I S C R I M I N A T I O N 

James D. Wi l le ford 

T e x t Hebrews 5:14 

"Senses exercised to discern both good and evi l . . " 
I n t r o : There is an old proverb which says, 

"Happy is he who can properly discriminate." Chris
tians, of a l l people, must be able to make proper dis
c r imina t ion . This requires wisdom. Jesus t augh t 
his disciples to be wise. ( M t . 10:16). In another 
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place ( L k . 16:8) Jesus said children of w o r l d wiser 
than chi ldren of l i gh t . W h y should th is be t rue? 
W h y should we let th i s be t rue? We should excel 
a l l others in the use of wisdom. A n d in order to be 
chi ldren of God in w h o m he is we l l pleased, we m u s t 
make proper d iscr iminat ion . 

M U S T B E A B L E T O DISCERN GOOD FROM E V I L 

T e x t emphasizes this . Th i s is a t r a i t of a Chr is 
t i a n who has exercised himself, advanced, and g r o w n . 
Of course, should be able to recognize a l l s in speci
f ied by name in Bible . Then, too, there are prac
tices such as dancing not prohib i ted by name. Should 
be able to see the evi l . I l lus t ra te Barber w i t h ob
scene picture on w a l l of shop. L a t e r he became 
a Chr is t ian . Someone observed the pic ture gone. 
He knew i t was out o f ha rmony w i t h Chr i s t i an i ty . 
A Chr is t ian must be able to recognize any th ing o u t 
o f ha rmony w i t h the tenor o f the re l ig ion o f our 
L o r d . Also, he mus t be able to see t h a t ce r ta in 
th ings are r i g h t under some circumstances and 
w r o n g under other circumstances. 

M U S T M A K E D I S T I N C T I O N B E T W E E N 
P E R M I S S I B L E A N D T H E A D V I S A B L E 

Paul discusses th i s in t h a t great chapter on 
Chr i s t i an influence, I Cor. 8. Should no t a lways 
exercise our r i g h t . M u s t no t when i t causes an
other " to offend." Th i s has been misused and abused 
by fanatics. Does n o t mean t h a t we are to abs ta in 
f r o m eve ry th ing tha t i s objected to by someone. B u t 
i f our conduct causes another to offend or to sin, 
t hen should abstain. 
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DISCERN T R U T H FROM ERROR 

This requires study. Some can l isten to t r u t h 
and no t recognize i t as t r u t h , and to er ror and no t 
recognize it as such. Should be able to recognize 
e r ro r even w h e n i t hides behind the pie ty and hu 
m i l i t y o f i t s proponent. Should detect i t in spite 
of the zeal of those who preach i t . Should discern 
e r ro r even when he who proclaims i t is m a k i n g a 
great sacrifice to spread i t . Should detect i t even 
t h o u g h i t i s proclaimed w i t h "the tongues o f men 
and of angels." These things, piety, h u m i l i t y , zeal, 
eloquence, etc., have a tendency to prevent the de
tec t ion of error . Chris t ians mus t see t h r o u g h them. 

M U S T M A K E D I S T I N C T I O N B E T W E E N 
C H A R A C T E R A N D R E P U T A T I O N 

Reputa t ion is w h a t people t h i n k . Character is 
w h a t God knows y o u to be. M u s t regard character 
above reputa t ion . Some gua rd we l l the i r reputa
t i o n bu t neglect character. Should give a t ten t ion 
t o character and repu ta t ion w i l l take care o f itself. 

RECOGNIZE D I F F E R E N C E B E T W E E N A M E R E 
C H U R C H M E M B E R A N D A C H R I S T I A N 

M u s t be a church member to be a Chris t ian. 
B u t y o u m i g h t be a church member and no t be a 
rea l Chr i s t i an . Difference m i g h t be seen in many 
ways as the t r ea tment of the assembly, etc. D i f 
ference is seen i n w h a t some usual ly regard as l i t 
t l e th ings such as con t ro l of temper, t rea tment of 
poor, etc. 
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D I F F E R E N C E B E T W E E N T R U E P H I L O S O P H Y 
A N D F A L S E PHILOSOPHY 

In the parable of the Good Samari tan we see 
three philosophies of life exhibited. The philoso
phy of the robbers, m i g h t makes r igh t , or the i r o n 
ru le . Tha t o f the priest and Levi te , " I d idn ' t get 
h i m in to this , so w h y should I help," or the si lver 
ru le . The Golden Rule of the Samaritan. Th i s 
must be the rule fo l lowed if we please God. 

R E F I N I N G SOULS 

By H o y t H. Houchen 

In t roduc t ion 

The t ex t f o r th is sermon is Malachi 3:1-3. 
The prophet here draws an analogy between the 

process of re f in ing gold and tha t by wh ich the soul 
of man is refined. 

I . Most Precious Metal 

As gold is considered the most precious of met
als, so the soul of man is the most impor t an t pa r t 
of his being. " W h a t shall a man be prof i ted, if he 
shall gain the whole wor ld , and fo r fe i t his l i fe (soul) 
or wha t shall a man give in exchange for his l i fe 
( sou l ) ? " M t . 16:26. "Our ou tward man is decay
i n g . Our i n w a r d man is renewed day by day". 2 
Cor. 4:16. 

I I . Need of Refinement 
As long as gold is " i n the r o u g h " i t is of no 

value. I t must be refined so tha t a l l fore ign mat
te r is removed and the meta l is le f t pure. 
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H I . F ind ing the Ore 
The f i r s t step in securing gold is prospecting 

to f i n d the substance w h i c h contains the precious 
metal . 

The prospector in God's k ingdom is the one 
who preaches "the w o r d " . Rom. 10:14; Ac t s 8:4; 
I T i m . 2:7. 

Sinners who w i l l be receptive t o the t r u t h when 
i t i s presented to them consti tute the substance f r o m 
w h i c h ref ined gold w i l l come. Ac t s 18:10; Rev. 18:4. 

Christ ians, i t is our du ty as prospectors of God's 
k i n g d o m to search u n t i l we f i n d every soul t h a t 
w i l l submi t to the Lord ' s refinement. 

I V . T H E C R U S H I N G PROCESS 
The mined rock wh ich contains gold mus t be 

crushed in the m i l l . 
The heart of the sinner is hardened. Ex . 7:14; 

Isa. 63:17; M k . 6:52. I t is crushed when the sinner 
hears and believes. Ac t s 2:47. Yes, it is the gospel 
t h a t crushes the heart of sin. Rom. 1:16. "Is not 
my w o r d . . . l ike a hammer t h a t breaketh the rock 
in pieces?" Jer. 23:29. 

V. C R U S H E D ORE IS GROUND 
Crushed ore i s r u n t h r o u g h gr inders where i t 

is reduced to powder. 
When the heart of the sinner is softened by the 

gospel he repents. "For godly sorrow worke th re
pentance un to salvat ion". 2 Cor. 7:10. When the 
Pentecostans were "cut to the hear t" they were t o l d 
to "repent". Ac t s 2:37-38. 

V I . A N A C I D T E S T 
To determine whether or no t the ore is r i c h 
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enough to j u s t i f y fu r the r operations an acid test 
is made. I f i t w i l l no t meet the test the prospector 
looks to other fields. 

We m i g h t speak of confessing f a i t h in Chr i s t 
as the "acid test" f o r the sinner. Rom. 10:10; M t . 
10:32. Some rulers once believed on Chr is t b u t w o u l d 
n o t confess h i m "lest they be p u t ou t of the syna
gogue". Jno. 12:42. The i r f a i t h d id no t meet the 
test. 

V I I . A W A S H I N G 

To remove d i r t and f i l t h the g round ore mus t 
be washed. 

There is a "wash ing" f o r the believing peni
t en t necessary t h a t his sins m i g h t be taken away. 
"Ar ise and be baptized and wash away t h y sins". 
A c t s 22:16. " H a v i n g our hearts spr inkled f r o m an 
ev i l conscience; and hav ing our body washed w i t h 
pure water" . Heb. 10:22. ". . . he saved us, t h r o u g h 
the washing of regenerat ion." T i t . 3:5. 

V I I I . T H E F I E R Y T R I A L 

F i n a l l y the ore passes i n to a series of furnaces 
some of w h i c h are heated to 2000 degrees Fahren
hei t . I f the meta l endures the f i re i t i s moulded 
i n t o bars and placed fo r safe keeping. 

Chris t ians mus t pass t h r o u g h a series of f i e ry 
t r i a l s . I Pet. 1:7; 4:12. (See Job 23:10; Isa. 43 :2) . 

The f a i t h f u l Chr i s t ian awaits his home in heav
en, his v a u l t f o r safe keeping. Rev. 2:7. 

Conclusion 

A l l w h o w o u l d be ref ined mus t come t h r o u g h 
the gospel. There is no other w a y to reach heaven. 
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The greatest blessing t h a t y o u can give to the w o r l d 
is your l i fe w h i c h is more precious than gold. Y o u r 
r eward in heaven is l ikewise more precious than a l l 
o f the go ld in th i s w o r l d . 

R E L I G I O U S S I N N E R S 

T r i n e Starnes 

T e x t : M a t t . 15:9, James 1:26, I T i m . 1:15. 

I n t r o : "Chr i s t i an i ty i s re l ig ion, b u t no t a l l re
l i g i o n is Chr i s t i an i ty . " Man, is, by nature, a re l ig 
ious being. Therefore, i t is very h igh ly possible f o r 
people to be honest but honestly mistaken, sincere, 
b u t sincerely in error, religious bu t re l igiously w r o n g . 
Hence, the topic f o r th is lesson, "Religious Sinners." 
The Pharisees of Christ 's day were ve ry religious, 
and ye t they were denounced by Chr is t in severe 
terms. ( M a t t . 5:20, 16:12). L e t us notice d i f fer 
ent ways in w h i c h one can be a rel igious sinner. 

B Y W O R S H I P I N G T H E W R O N G GOD 

I d o l a t r y forbidden in the decalogue (Ex . 20:2-4). 
People of Old Testament cont inual ly go ing in to ido l -

a t r y and fo rge t t i ng Jehovah. (Joshua 24:15). 
Impossible to please God and worsh ip another god. 
( M a t t . 6:24) . The people of Athens were said to 
be ve ry rel igious (Acts 17:22). The worshippers 
of Baal were rel igious ( I Kings 18:21-40). The peo
ple of Ephesus were rel igious. (Acts 19:24-35). 
So, a person m i g h t be devout in his rel igion, bu t 
if he worships o ther gods, then he is a rel igious s in
ner. 
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B Y W O R S H I P P I N G T H E T R U E GOD I N 
T H E W R O N G W A Y 

This may be done by omi t t i ng , adding to , or 
subs t i tu t ing . ( I Peter 4 :11 ; Rev. 22:19). In the 
case of Cain and Abel , bo th worshipped the same 
God, yet one was a sinner. (Gen. 4:1-16; Heb. 11:4) . 
Nadab and A b i h u subst i tuted strange f i re for the 
Lord ' s f i re . (Lev. 10) . Jesus insisted t h a t such 
worship is s inful even though i t be directed to God. 
(Ma t t . 15:9). There are many today who are g u i l 
ty of th is sin. Doctr ines and commandments of 
men are abundant. We should examine each act 
o f our worship to see i f i t i s in ha rmony w i t h the 
doctrine of Christ . 

BY B E I N G A WORSHIPER, Y E T H A V I N G 
N E V E R O B E Y E D T H E T R U E GOSPEL 

Cornelius, a devout man who feared God, stood 
in need of salvation. (Acts 10:1-4; 11:14). The 
man f r o m Eth iopia who was converted under the 
preaching of Phi l ip was already a rel igious m a n 
(Acts 8:26-39). Saul of Tarsus, the chief of s in
ners, had a conscience vo id of offense (Acts 26:5) . 
Lyd i a , the f i r s t convert in Europe, had been a wor
shiper (Acts 16:14-15). The audience on Pente
cost was composed of Jews who were "devout men ." 
(Acts 2 ) . Many today are mora l ly good, a t t end 
services, engage in the acts of worship, etc. H o w 
ever, the i r worship is vain because they are no t 
chi ldren of God. They are religious sinners. 
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BY B E I N G A T R U E WORSHIPER, A C H I L D OF 
GOD, Y E T N O T L I V I N G A F A I T H F U L 

C H R I S T I A N L I F E 

Many instances of th is in the N e w Testament. 
Ananias and Sapphira were members of the church, 
b u t were sinners. (Ac t s 5:1-10). Simon the sor
cerer had been converted and had continued for a 
t ime , b u t f e l l i n to sin. (Acts 8:18-22). The Cor in
th ians were w a l k i n g carnally. ( I Cor. 3:1-3, 5 :1) . 
Some of the Galatians had fal len f r o m grace. (Gal-
at ians 5 :4) . M a n y today who have ceased w a l k i n g 
w i t h Chr is t . 

Conclusion: Admoni t ions to those no t Chris
t ians. Possible f o r you to cease being sinners. A d 
moni t ions to chi ldren of God. I Cor. 10:12, 2 Peter 
1:5-10, Jas. 5:16-20, I Jno. 2 :1 , Galatians 6:1-5). 

S A I N T S I N C A E S A R ' S H O U S E H O L D 

Raymond C. Kelcy 

I n t r o : Ph i l . 1:12-13, 4:22. Nero (54-68) was 
the last of the f a m i l y of Julius Caesar. The Caesar 
refer red to in Ac t s 25:28 and Ph i l . 4:22. He mur 
dered his mother, brother, teacher, and other emin
ent Roman citizens. Plunged in to follies and ex
cesses; la ter commi t t ed suicide. When f i re broke 
ou t in Rome, he made Christ ians the scapegoat, 
ave r t ing suspicion f r o m himself. In the persecu
t i o n fo l lowing , Chris t ians suffered every var ie ty of 
death. Cer ta in ly the atmosphere provided by his 
castle was no t ve ry conducive to Chr is t ian i ty . A n d , 
yet , there were saints in Caesar's household. In 
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our tex t , Paul sends greetings f r o m t h e m to the 
Phi l ippian Church. These saints speak volumes. 
They t e l l us tha t i t is possible to be loya l in the 
mids t of unfavorable surroundings. They, "being 
dead, ye t speak." However, there have been those 
in every age who defied the i r surroundings and re
mained loya l to God. 

B I B L E C H A R A C T E R S W H O W E R E S A I N T S 

I N C A E S A R ' S H O U S E H O L D 

(1) Joseph was a saint in Caesar's household. 
(Gen. 39) . In a strange land he remained t rue to 
his God. (2) Daniel and his three companions in 
Babylon present an example of courage and heroism 
t h a t never ceases to t h r i l l our hearts (Daniel 3-6) . 
Furnaces of f i re and dens of l ions held no t e r ro r f o r 
them. (3) The young maiden in the Syr ian cour t 
is an example of l oya l t y in a strange land (2 Kings 
5 ) . (4) The early Christ ians were a l l , in a sense, 
saints in Caesar's household. They suffered perse
cutions of every k i n d f o r the name of Jesus. I t i s 
usual ly the preference of m a n k i n d to y ie ld to public 
opinion, to go w i t h the crowd. Thank God fo r these 
great Bible characters who remained t rue and stead
fast. 

S A I N T S I N C A E S A R ' S H O U S E H O L D T O D A Y 

We do not have to go to the Bible record to f i n d 
such saints. There are many such today. (1) M i s 
sionaries who leave friends and go to a new coun
t r y where a d i f ferent language is spoken and where 
l i v i n g conditions are different . (2) In fact , any 
person who moves to a new f ie ld where the Cause 
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is weak and keeps f a i t h is to be admired. So many 
Christ ians l ive in a sp i r i tua l desert where the cause 
is weak, where there is no leadership, services in a 
rented hal l , etc. H o w wou ld you react under such 
circumstances? (3) There are Christ ians in cer
t a i n homes w h o have a l l kinds of opposition f r o m 
other members of the fami ly . Chi ldren have been 
k n o w n to obey the Gospel under the th rea t of par
ents. Sometimes a Chr is t ian husband or wife re
mains f a i t h f u l to Chr is t in spite of the fac t t ha t an 
ungodly companion hinders. (4) There are those 
in cer ta in business houses who are t rue to God in 
the mids t of an ungodly atmosphere. Sin is a l l a round 
them, and there is a constant surge of social pres
sure. (5) M a n y of our young people in cer ta in 
schools are surrounded by an an t i -Chr i s t ian a t t i 
tude. (6) Our young men in a r m y camps who re
mained f a i t h f u l were saints in Caesar's household. 
T h a n k God f o r a l l of these! 

Conclusion: We have a tendency today to w a n t 
every th ing as convenient as possible. We are l i v i n g 
in a s t reamlined age. Some w a n t an easy and a 
s t reamlined Chr i s t i an i ty . Bu t , i t cannot be. Chris
t i a n i t y was ushered in by suffer ing, and has been 
perpetuated by t o i l and tears. To s tudy about these 
i l lus t r ious "Saints in Caesar's household" should 
pu t many of us to shame. They w i l l rise up i n judg
ment and condemn many fo r the i r laziness, lethar
gy, and indifference. 
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S A L V A T I O N B Y G R A C E 

Revel Lemmons 

No believer in Chr i s t doubts t h a t salvat ion i s 
by grace, and tha t w i t h o u t grace salvation is impos
sible. The w o r l d wou ld not s tand long enough f o r 
a man to earn his eternal r eward if he were to l ive 
and labor u n t i l the end of i t . 

Since salvat ion by grace is a Bible theme, we 
mus t t u r n to the Bible f o r a s tudy of i t . In Jno. 1:17 
we are t o l d how grace came in to the w o r l d . "Grace 
and T r u t h came by Jesus Chr is t . " Tha t grace was 
incorporated in to the " W o r d " f o r i n Ac t s 20:32 
Paul says, " I commend y o u t o God, and t o the w o r d 
of his grace, wh ich is able to bu i ld you up and to 
give y o u an inheri tance among them w h i c h are sanc
t i f i e d . " 

Furthermore, th is grace is administered to hear
ers of the w o r d : Eph . 4:29, " L e t no cor rupt com
munica t ion proceed ou t o f your mouth , bu t t h a t 
wh ich is good to the use of edifying, t h a t i t m a y 
minis te r grace un to the hearers." 

That ' s the reason Paul says i n Rom. 1:16, " I 
am no t ashamed of the Gospel of Chr i s t for i t i s the 
power o f God unto salvation. . . . " Grace i s admin
istered by means of the gospel. A n d Jesus one 
t ime said, " N o w ye are clean t h r o u g h the word 
w h i c h I have spoken un to y o u . " 

Man , i n favor w i t h God in Eden, lost t h a t favor 
by his sin. Sin and consequent disfavor became the 
l o t of a l l men. The wages of sin is death. On ly 
the grace of God can defer the payment of the pen
al ty . M a n has done no th ing to deserve his salva-
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t i o n . A l l our good works pu t together wou ld n o t 
be suff icient to m e r i t a t w i n k l e f r o m a single star 
i n our c rown. 

Grace i s g iven to sustain temporal l i fe . N o t 
one of us mer i t s the air he breathes. B u t none 
of believes t h a t his salvation f r o m death is by the 
grace of God alone. Each of us knows tha t i f he 
does no t breath the a i r wh ich is so abundant around 
h i m he w i l l die. 

I f we can see th is principle in nature, we can 
also see i t in the sp i r i tua l rea lm. Salvation f r o m 
sp i r i t ua l death is by grace. Grace is as abundant 
as the air . B u t le t no man t h i n k t h a t salvation is 
by grace in the sp i r i tua l realm, any more than i t i s 
i n the physical rea lm. 

Our God is one God. We do no t have one k i n d 
of God over nature, and another sort of God in re
l ig ion . Our God is no t a Doctor Jeky l l and M r . Hyde 
personali ty. He does no t save souls by grace alone 
and then force bodies to breath a i r and earn food 
and refuse to save t hem by grace alone. 

In the days of Noah, God warned of the dan
ger and provided the means of escape. There God's 
grace ended. Noah was lef t to lay hold upon the 
grace so merc i fu l ly provided h im . If he had refused 
to do so he w o u l d have drowned. 

L ikewise Israel in the wilderness, b i t t en by ser
pents, was warned of the danger and provided w i t h 
the means of escape. There the grace of God stop
ped. If Israel had insisted upon a "grace on ly" sal
va t ion and had refused to lay hold on the grace so 
boun t i fu l ly promised by bui ld ing a serpent of brass, 
they w o u l d have died in the i r misery. 
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T h a t God w h i c h delivered Noah and Israel i s 
our God too. We are in danger of going to to r 
ment because of our sins. God warns us of the dan
ger, and provides us w i t h the means of escape. 
There the grace of God stops, fo r God has n o t 
changed His ways. Even as the scriptures say, " I n 
H i m there is no variableness, nei ther shadow t h a t 
i s cast by t u r n i n g . " 

The means of escape fo r us is n o t an ark, nor 
a brazen serpent, bu t the blood of Chris t . We reach 
the blood of Chr is t by believing the gospel, repent
i n g of our sins, and being baptized in to His death. 
We have no more earned our salvation than d id 
Noah when he bu i l t an ark, or Israel when they b u i l t 
a serpent. Each can say, "we are saved by grace." 

In T i tu s 2:11 Paul says, "The grace of God t h a t 
b r inge th salvation ha th appeared un to a l l men. . ." 
Now, i f salvation were by grace only then a l l men 
w o u l d be saved, or else God is a respecter of per
sons, or the grace insuff ic ient to save a l l to w h o m 
i t appeared. 

The t r u t h is, "We have access by f a i t h i n to 
his grace." Rom. 5:2—the same k i n d of f a i t h by 
w h i c h Noah and Israel had access—the f a i t h w h i c h 
moves to obedience. The very fac t t ha t some to 
w h o m the grace has appeared w i l l be eternal ly lost 
is proof enough t h a t salvation is in some way depend
ant upon man, and upon w h a t he does. 

F a i t h is the channel t h r o u g h wh ich we receive 
passage way in to the rea lm of mercy. W i t h o u t i t , 
i t is impossible to please God. F a i t h is the founda
t i o n upon w h i c h acceptabil i ty i s bui l t . When t h a t 
f a i t h reaches the place where i t tu rns away a m a n 
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f r o m his wicked w a y and purges out the o ld leaven 
of his unrighteousness, i t has proved i tself to be l i v 
i n g and active—the man has repented. 

W h e n a f a i t h f u l penitent faces the fact t h a t 
God is God and t h a t he stands condemned he is w i l l 
i n g h u m b l y to obey f r o m the hear t the commands 
of his Make r w i t h o u t quibble or the passing of judg
men t upon the essentiality of them. He is baptized 
f o r the remission of his sins because the L o r d com
manded it and God approved such an act. "Seest 
t h o u how f a i t h w r o u g h t w i t h his works , and by 
works , was f a i t h made perfect." 

Grace became the legacy of us a l l when Jesus 
died; by the gospel i t i s made k n o w n to us; and by 
our f a i t h , repentance, and bapt ism we avail our-
selves to the grace of God in Chr is t Jesus and are 
saved by i t f r o m al l the guil t of a past sinfulness. 
L i v i n g soberly, godly and r ighteously, beneath His 
blessed benedictions we live in the hope of Glory and 
die in the t r i u m p h of a l i v i n g f a i t h . 

T H E S C R I P T U R E S 

John H. Banister 

T e x t : 2 T i m . 3:14-17. 
I n t r o : T i m o t h y admonished to continue in the 

Scriptures. He had k n o w n them f r o m a chi ld. 
(Deut . 6:6-7). In th is great t ex t we see the w r i t t e n 
w o r d exalted. Four great t r u t h s stand out. 

T H E POWER O F T H E SCRIPTURES 

"Ab le . " Greatest wisdom found in the Bible. 
Wisest men are those who k n o w and fo l low i t . K n o w l -
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edge of scriptures great possession. (Ps. 19:10-11). 
The scriptures are able to make one wise. 

N o t only wise, b u t "wise un to salvat ion." T h e 
w o r d i s seed, L k . 8:11. I t has w i t h i n i t the power 
to save. (Acts 11:14, James 1:21). 

This salvation is " th rough f a i t h in Chr is t Jesus." 
The w o r d produces f a i t h . (Rom. 10:17, Ac t s 15:7, 
A c t s 17:11-12). 

T H E I N S P I R A T I O N O F T H E S C R I P T U R E S 

"Given by insp i ra t ion ." The expression, "Thus 
sai th the L o r d , " found over and over. B o t h Old 
and New Testaments c la im inspi ra t ion . (2 Pet. 
1:20-21). This great t r u t h denied by many in our 
day. Infidels and Modernists un i te in denying the 
inspi ra t ion of the Scriptures. L e t us notice brief
ly four great proofs o f inspi ra t ion. 

(1) Prophecies made and h is tor ica l ly f u l f i l l 
ed. L i t e r a l l y hundreds. Chris t ' s l i fe was recorded 
before his b i r t h . 

(2) The u n i t y of the Bible, even though i t was 
w r i t t e n by about 35 men over a period of 1,500 years. 
Remarkable agreement, un i ty , and harmony. Th i s 
impossible w i t h o u t inspi ra t ion . 

(3) The perpetu i ty of the Scriptures. ( M t . 
24:35, I Pet. 1:23-25, Psalm 119:89). Indestruct ible . 

(4) The t r ans fo rming power and influence of 
the Scriptures. This t rue mora l ly , spi r i tual ly , soc
i a l ly and pol i t ica l ly . Impossible for a cor rupt t ree 
to bear good f r u i t . The f ru i t s of the Bible establish 
i t as being w o r t h y of our f a i t h and confidence. 
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T H E P R O F I T A B L E N E S S O F T H E SCRIPTURES 

(1) F o r doctr ine. (2 T i m . 4:3-4, T i tus 1:13, 
2 :1 ) . A l l t r ue doctr ine found i n Scriptures, no t i n 
t r ad i t i on , creeds, etc. (Jude 3 ) . 

(2) F o r reproof. The Scriptures rebuke un 
belief, i m m o r a l i t y , indifference, procrast inat ion, and 
a l l sin. Cannot preach Scriptures w i t h o u t adminis
t e r i n g rebuke to people. 

(3) F o r correct ion. Set us r i g h t on a l l ques
t ions . See Apollos in Ac t s 18 and the Ephesians in 
A c t s 19. People in er ror today must be corrected 
by Scriptures. One is not correct u n t i l he conforms 
to the Scriptures. 

(4) I n s t r u c t i o n in righteousness. They give 
a l l i n s t ruc t i on we need, teach conduct fo r every phase 
of l i f e ; home l i fe , social l i fe, business l i fe, etc. 

T H E C O M P L E T E N E S S O F T H E SCRIPTURES 

" T h a t the m a n of God may be complete." They 
are able to make us complete. No good work tha t 
is no t furnished by them. Therefore, I Peter 4:11 and 
I Cor. 4:6. Catholic pope and t radi t ions in viola
t i o n of th i s passage. They a f f i r m tha t something 
needed besides the Scriptures. Denominat ional 
creeds, l ikewise. N o t h i n g needed but the Bible. I t 
w i l l judge us a t the last day. (John 12:48). L e t 
us study, believe, and obey i t ! 
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SOME T H I N G S T H A T GOD C A N D O 

C. E. McGaughey 

I n t r o : Because we cannot see God, we are prone 
to understate his power. Christ ians are to w a l k by 
f a i t h , no t by sight, and should believe a l l the Bible 
says about the power of God. (2 Cor. 5:7) . T h a t 
our conception of God may be enlarged, le t us note 
some of the th ings God can do. 

GOD SEES 

(I Pet. 3:12, Heb. 4:13, Psa. 139:7-12). He sees 
our sins. (The sin of Achan and t h a t of Ananias 
and Sapphira) . Also, he sees our vi r tues . ( M t . 
25:34-40, M t . 12:42). 

GOD H E A R S 

(I Pet. 3:12, I John 5:14-15, M t . 7:11, James 
5:16). H o w careful of our speech th i s should cause 
us t o be! 

GOD U N D E R S T A N D S 

(Psa. 139:1-6). My heart is open before h i m , 
(Rom. 8:26-27, Ac t s 1:24). My t r ia l s are k n o w n to 
h i m . (Psa. 1:6; 37:39-40). 

HE C A N P R O V I D E A W A Y OF ESCAPE IN 
T E M P T A T I O N 

(I Cor. 10:13). The w a y of escape is there, 
whether we see i t or not , and regardless of h o w 
great the odds or the darkness of the path. God 
mus t no t be blamed fo r he f a i t h f u l l y performs his 
w o r k . We are the ones at fau l t . (James 1:13-14, 
2 Peter 2 :9 ) . 
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H E C A N G I V E U S WISDOM 

(James 1:5-6). Wisdom to do good. ( M t . 
10:16). W i s d o m to l ive ar ight . (Prov. 3:6) . 
There is a Power whose care 

Teaches t h y w a y along tha t pathless coast— 
The desert and i l l imi tab le a i r— 

Lone wander ing , b u t no t lost. 
He who, f r o m zone to zone, 

Guides t h r o u g h the boundless sky t h y cer tain f l i gh t , 
In the long w a y t h a t I mus t t read alone 

W i l l lead m y steps ar ight . 
. . . " T o A Wate r fou l " , By W i l l i a m Cullen B r y a n t . 

He can give us wisdom to w i n souls. (Eph . 
5:15-16). Dav id seemed to feel his need fo r wis
d o m and believed God could help h i m obtain i t . 
(Psa. 119:18). So mus t I pray and s tudy as I seek 
wisdom. 

H E C A N P R O V I D E M Y P H Y S I C A L N E E D S 

To have th i s promise I mus t seek God f i r s t . 
( M t . 6:33) . I t i s n o t for those who only halfheart
edly seek God. A realization o f th i s w i l l help t o 
e l iminate w o r r y . ( M t . 6:25-34). A belief of th i s 
w i l l promote a greater generosity on our part . There 
is a danger t h a t we shall w i t h h o l d f r o m God in order 
to care f o r our needs. This is one f o r m of unbelief. 
Too often the w o r k of the church is handicapped 
because we w i t h h o l d f r o m God and keep fo r self. 
B u t we impover ish ourselves by robbing God. 

H E I S A B L E T O M A K E U S A B L E 

(2 Cor. 9:6-11). When we do our best God w i l l 
enable us to do more. The church could do more 
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if a l l members realized t h a t God is able to make us 
able, and w i l l i f we only give h i m an oppor tun i ty . 

H E I S A B L E T O G I V E M E S T R E N G T H A N D H E L P 

When we approach God t h r o u g h Chris t in pray
er we receive s t rength and help. (Heb. 4:14-16), 
Ph i l . 4:13). "Wha t a friend we have in Jesus!!" 

H E I S A B L E T O O V E R R U L E A L L T H I N G S 
FOR MY GOOD 

(Romans 8:28). My business is to love God. 
Can I say, " L o r d , thou knowest t ha t I love thee?" 
(Jno. 20:17). I f so, God w i l l cause a l l th ings to w o r k 
fo r the best. I t i s no t mine to explain, bu t i t i s mine 
to believe i t . 

" H E I S A B L E T O D O E X C E E D I N G L Y A B U N D A N T 
L Y A B O V E A L L T H A T W E C A N A S K O R T H I N K " 

(Eph. 3:20-21). I t is no t possible for me to grasp 
a l l tha t God is able to do. To be a chi ld of such a 
God should be a source of the greatest possible joy . 
I t should encourage me to undertake any p rogram 
of ac t iv i ty tha t God has out l ined for me w i t h the 
f u l l assurance tha t the w o r k can be done. 

Conclusion: H o w great is God! A r e you his 
chi ld? L e t us resolve to love and serve h i m to the 
best of our ab i l i ty . He is able to do his par t wel l . 

T H E S U F F E R I N G O F C H R I S T 
John H. Banister 

T e x t : I Peter 3:18. 
I n t r o : To contemplate the sufferings of Chr i s t 

has a profound effect upon the human mind . To 
s tudy his great love begets a love in our hearts. " W e 



S E R M O N DIGESTS 81 

love H i m because He f i r s t loved us." Too, the 
though t of a suf fer ing Savior is a source of sweet 
comfor t . I t mi t iga tes our own wounds to study his 
wounds. W i t h ou t t e x t before us, we notice three 
great t r u t h s i n connection w i t h the suffer ing o f 
Chr is t . 

T H E F A C T O F CHRIST 'S S U F F E R I N G 

"Chr i s t h a t h suffered fo r us." Here is most 
i m p o r t a n t fact in Bible. His suffer ing i s given 
greater prominence than his l i fe . In fact, his death 
ment ioned more than any- other single event. The 
N e w Testament mentions his death and suffer ing 
more t han 175 times. Many indi rec t references to 
i t . Special emphasis is given to the fact t h a t he suf
fered b u t once. (Heb. 7:26-28). This is done to 
stress the adequacy of one offer ing in contrast to 
the insuff ic iency of the "many" offerings under the 
law. (Heb. 10:9-14). 

T H E N A T U R E O F CHRIST 'S S U F F E R I N G 

"The j u s t fo r the unjust ." I t was vicarious. 
N o t mere ly the death of a mar ty r , as some suggest. 
N o t fo r the purpose of set t ing an example as those 
aver who teach the "mora l influence theory of atone
ment . " B u t he died fo r OUR sins. He was bur ied 
f o r O U R iniqui t ies . (Isa. 53:5) . Vicar ious suffer
i n g runs t h roughou t the Bible. Many sacrifices 
under the law of th i s nature. Redemption of f i r s t 
born suggested vicariousness. (Ex . 13) . Notice 
the many expressions in Isaiah 53 wh ich emphasize 
th i s great t r u t h : "Borne our g r ie f . . . carr ied our 
sorrows . . . wounded f o r our transgressions . . . 
bruised f o r our in iqui t ies . . . our chastisement was 
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upon h i m . . . w i t h his stripes we are healed . . . L o r d 
l a id on h i m the i n i q u i t y of us a l l . . . for the t rans
gression o f my people was he smi t ten . . . he shall 
bear the i r in iqui t ies . . . h e bare the sin o f many." 
N e w Testament f i l l ed w i t h th is doctr ine: "For our 
sins." ( I Cor. 15:3) . "Died fo r a l l . " (2 Cor. 5:14). 
"Made h i m to be sin fo r us." (2 Cor. 5:21). " F o r 
our offenses." (Rom. 4:25) . "Chr i s t died fo r us." 
(Rom. 5:8) . "Bare our sins." ( I Pet. 2:24) . "Gave 
h imsel f f o r our sins." (Gal. 1:4). 

Modernis t says pr inciple of vicarious suf fer ing 
n o t jus t . B u t we see i t everywhere. In nature, 
plants die tha t others m i g h t l ive. In the sea, f i sh 
die t h a t others m i g h t l ive. In manufacture of pro
ducts, must destroy something to make something 
else. I t is seen in mother 's love for chi ld . The fact 
of vicarious suf fe r ing is an established principle. 

T H E PURPOSE O F CHRIST 'S S U F F E R I N G 

" T h a t he m i g h t b r i n g us to God." There was 
a need fo r reconci l ia t ion of man to God. (2 Cor. 
5:18-21, Eph . 2:16). Sin was the barr ier w h i c h stood 
between. (Isa. 59:1-2). A great question faces 
us : W h y was suffer ing necessary in the reconcil
i a t i on of man to God? We see the necessity of suf
fe r ing , f i r s t , in the na ture of God. Certa in ele
ments in H i s character w h i c h necessitated suffer
ing . H i s holiness w h i c h said, "The sinner mus t be 
p u t away f r o m my presence." His justice w h i c h 
said, "The sinner mus t die." H i s mercy w h i c h said, 
"The sinner must l ive . " His love wh ich said, "The 
sinner mus t die ( i n Chr is t ) and live, too ." The 
death of Chr i s t made possible the sat isfact ion of 
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a l l these elements in the character of our God. We 
see the necessity of suf fe r ing ; second in the na ture 
of sin. The g u i l t of sin offensive to the justice of 
God. The defi lement of sin offensive to H i s holiness. 
Therefore, sin mus t be pu t away f r o m sinner before 
i t i s possible fo r h i m to stand in presence of God. 
H o w is th i s to be done? Only by someone paying 
the penal ty of sin. Chr is t alone could do this by 
H i s death. H i s death el iminated the impassable gulf . 
H i s death satisfied the justice of God and made i t 
possible fo r his mercy and love to be extended to 
h u m a n i t y . 

Because Chris t died f o r us, we who were once 
dead, now live. (Rom. 6:11). We have peace w i t h 
God. (Rom. 5:1) . We have the assurance t h a t we 
are received. (2 Cor. 6:17-18). We are pardoned 
f r o m gu i l t , cleansed f r o m defilement, and delivered 
f r o m the power of sin. Because of H i s death, we 
hope f o r eternal l i fe . We look f o r w a r d to the t ime 
when we can "forever be w i t h the L o r d . " ( I Thess. 
4 :17) . In heaven we shal l know t h a t i t was the 
death of Chr i s t t h a t made i t a l l possible. 

T H O S E T H I N G S DO 

Floyd Thompson 

"Those th ings wh ich ye have bo th learned, and 
received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the 
God of peace shall be w i t h y o u . " Ph i l . 4:9. 

This is as defini te a promise as could be made. 
". . . the God of peace shall be w i t h you" , if y o u 
w i l l do w h a t Paul has done. B y w a y o f in t roduc-
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t ion , let us f i r s t notice t h a t Paul said, "Those 
th ings w h i c h ye have bo th learned and received. . . . " 
Some fo lk have "learned" some things w h i c h they 
have not "learned." For example, the boy in school 
"learns tha t 2 x 2 = 4 , and 2 x 6 = 1 2 , bu t he has n o t 
"received" t h a t t r u t h . When he has g r o w n to be 
more mature and he goes in to a store to buy t w o 
articles at the price of f ive cent each, he does no t 
have to say, " L e t me see, 2 x 5 = 10, therefore I owe 
the clerk 10c." No, the answer is there! It is a 
par t of h i m . He has "received" t h a t t r u t h . So i t 
is w i t h some members of the church. A l m o s t every 
church member can quote, "Upon the f i r s t day of 
the week, let every one of you lay by h i m in store, 
as God has prospered h i m . . . .", b u t many have 
only "learned" th i s scripture, and have n o t "re
ceived" i t . 

Paul said fur ther , "Those th ings w h i c h ye have 
bo th learned and received, and heard. . . ." . Pau l 
was a teacher. He, l ike Jesus, knew tha t men w o u l d 
die fo r wha t they believed and t h a t the way to lead 
t hem to believe is to teach them. 

B u t fur ther , Paul said, "Those th ings w h i c h ye 
have both learned, and received, and heard, and 
seen in me. . . ." Paul was a l i v i n g example of w h a t 
he taught . One who is no t w i l l i n g to l ive w h a t he 
teaches should no t teach. 

T H O S E T H I N G S DO 

Paul said, "Those th ings w h i c h ye have bo th 
learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, 
do: and the God of peace shall be w i t h y o u . " The 
next t h i n g t h a t we should determine i s w h a t d i d 
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Paul "do" t h a t he wishes th i s Philippian church to 
"do"? The only sure way to know is to f i n d ou t 
wha t Paul d id whi le he was in Phi l l ipp i . We t u r n 
to Ac t s 16:12, to get h i m located. 

Reading A c t s 16:14-15, we f i n d the f i r s t t h i n g 
he d id was : 

I . P R E A C H T H E GOSPEL T O A R E L I G I O U S 
W O M A N A N D H E R HOUSE. 

I . Paul preached. 2 . L y d i a heard. 3 . L o r d 
opened her heart t h a t she attended. 4. L y d i a obey
ed. 5 . L y d i a wanted to help in the w o r k . 

The nex t t h i n g t h a t Paul d id can be noted by 
reading the nex t paragraph, verses 16-24. 

I I . H E DID T H A T W H I C H W A S R I G H T E V E N 
I N T H E F A C E O F A D V E R S E C I R C U M 
S T A N C E S . 

L e t us state t h a t again—Paul d id t h a t wh ich 
was r i g h t even though they pu t h i m in j a i l fo r do
i n g i t . Not ice some th ings in par t icu lar about th is 
paragraph: 

1 . "We wen t t o prayer. . . . " Pau l believed i n 
prayer meeting. 

2. For tune t e l l i ng was and is of the devil . 
3. Even a demon-possessed ma id knew t h a t 

there was no t a dozen nor t w o ways to be saved. 
"These men are servants of the most h i g h God, 
w h i c h show un to us the way of salvation." 

T H O S E T H I N G S DO 

The nex t paragraph reveals another great p r i n 
ciple. 

I E . P A U L P R E A C H E D T H E GOSPEL T O A 
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M A N A N D H I S F A M I L Y W H O W E R E N O T R E L I 
GIOUS. Possibly a l l men are religious to some ex
tent , bu t th i s t e rm, I t h i n k , we l l describes the ja i ler . 

Some th ings in par t i cu la r about th is paragraph: 

1. Paul and Silas not ashamed to be heard sing
i n g and praying . 2. Paul saved the Jailer's physical 
l i fe . 3. The ja i ler asked one of the greatest of a l l 
questions. 4. He was t o ld to "believe on the L o r d 
Jesus Chris t . . . . " bu t h e had no t heard. " H o w 
shall they believe in h i m of w h o m they have n o t 
heard? Romans 10:14. 

5 . " A n d they spoke un to h i m the w o r k of the 
L o r d , and to a l l t ha t were in his house." 

6. "Washed the i r stripes". This is evidence of 
repentance. 

7 . "Was baptized, h e and a l l his. . . . " 

8. "S t ra igh tway ." Importance of obedience 
shown. 

I t w i l l be noticed t h a t the same gospel, fo r there 
is no other, (Gal. 1:7) was preached to a rel igious 
woman and a man who was no t religious. The ef
fect was the same. This gospel is God's power to 
save. Romans 1:16. 

To the Philippians th is promise was made, "Those 
th ings wh ich ye have both learned, and received, 
and heard and seen in me, do: and the God of peace 
shall be w i t h you . " We, too, have this promise t h a t 
was given to the church a t Phi l ippi . Bre th ren , le t 
us desire to have the best company t h a t can be had. 
L e t us have God w i t h us, by doing these th ings . 
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" T O T H I S E N D W A S I B O R N " 

C. E. McGaughey 

T e x t : John 18:37. 

I n t r o : These words were spoken by Chr is t con
cerning his b i r t h . The Bible tells us the c i rcum
stances of his b i r t h , bu t not the t ime. I t furnishes 
no a u t h o r i t y fo r the special observance of Dec. 25., 
or any other day, fo r Christmas. In th is t ex t Chr is t 
speaks of one of the purposes of his b i r t h . L e t us 
observe the answer given here and also s tudy some 
other reasons w h y Jesus came. 

H E C A M E T O F U L F I L L T H E SCRIPTURES 

( M t . 5:17-18). A . To f u l f i l l the requirements 
of the law. No other person ever kept i t perfectly. 
He fu l f i l l ed every requirement. (Heb. 4:15) . He 
thus condemned sin in the flesh by showing t h a t 
the law could be kept, bu t was no t kept due to the 
weakness of the flesh w h i c h was n o t control led. 
(Romans 8:3) . 

B . To f u l f i l l the predictions of the prophets. 
( L k . 24:44, Jno. 5:39-40). The place of his b i r t h 
(Micah 5:2, M t . 2 :6) . Miraculous b i r t h (Isa. 7:14, 
M t . 1:18-23). His l i fe and sufferings (Isaiah 53) . 
H i s resurrect ion (Psalm 16:8-10, Ac t s 2:27). H i s 
ascension (Psalm 68:18, Eph . 4 :8 ) . 

C. To f u l f i l l the types of the Old Testament. 
They were b u t a shadow of th ings to come (Heb. 
10:1) . This is t rue of the tabernacle and temple 
worship. (Heb. 9:11-12). 
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H E C A M E T O R E V E A L GOD'S W I L L 

(Deut . 18:18-19). Jesus recognized t h a t i t was 
his t o make k n o w n the Father 's w i l l . (Jno. 12:49-
50) . I t i s t h r o u g h Chr is t t h a t God speaks in the 
last days. (Heb. 1:1). He had spoken t h r o u g h 
Moses, the prophets, and angels. In mak ing k n o w n 
God's w i l l , Chr i s t gave us the N e w Testament. (Heb. 
7:22, 8:6, 10:9) . In it he reveals how to become a 
Chr i s t i an (The Great Commiss ion) , and how to 
l ive a Chr i s t ian l i fe . (The Epis t les) . 

H E C A M E T O S E E K A N D S A V E T H E LOST 

( L k . 19:10). The w o r l d was lost (Isa. 53:6, 
R o m . 3:23). The l aw w i t h i t s sacrifices could no t 
remove g u i l t f r o m the human soul. To save the 
lost, Chris t , as God's lamb, had to shed his blood. 
(Jno. 1:29, M t . 20:28, M t . 26:28, Rom. 3:25-26). 
Chr i s t sought the lost personally. He wen t in to 
t he i r homes. ( L u k e 18 . . . Zaccheus). He took ad
vantage of opportuni t ies as they came (Jno. 4, W o 
man a t w e l l ) . He sought the lost d i l igent ly , f o rgo t 
himself, his hunger, and his th i r s t , in seeking to 
save others. (Jno. 4:31-32). He is p ic tured as the 
Good Shepherd going out in search of his sheep 
u n t i l he f inds i t . ( L k . 15) . H i s example of interest 
in the lost i s an example fo r us. ( I Peter 2:21). 

H E C A M E T O B E K I N G 

John 18:36-37. A. So it had been prophesied. 
(Jer. 23:5-6, Isa. 9:6, L k . 1:32-33). B. So he preach
ed. ( M t . 4:17, M t . 16:18-20). C. Announced on 
Pentecost. (Acts 2:29-36). D. His k ingdom spir
i tua l , n o t of th i s w o r l d . (Jno. 18:36, Ephesians 6: 
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12) . E . K i n g d o m w i l l be delivered up to God a t 
his coming. F. Offers w h a t no other k i n g can give. 
Forgiveness. (Heb. 10:17). Hope of heaven (I 
Pet. 1:3). E t e r n a l l i fe (Rev. 2:10). Since he came 
to be such a wonder fu l K i n g and is now re igning on 
h igh , I should ask myself, "Is he my k i n g ? " If not , 
I should correct th is great mistake in my l i fe . 

H E C A M E T O B E A R W I T N E S S 

(Isa. 55:4, Rev. 1:5). A. Of the t r u t h . (John 
18:37, John 1:14, 8:45, 14:6) . He revealed to man 
his t rue state. Showed h i m his sinfulness. The 
Samari tan w o m a n : " T h o u hast said t r u l y , I have 
no husband." (Jno. 4 ) . To the Jews he spoke the 
t r u t h and to ld t h e m the i r t rue condi t ion. ( M t . 
15:8, M a t t . 23:23). In bearing the witness f o r the 
t r u t h , he showed the t rue consequences of sin. (Jno. 
8:24, L u k e 13:5, M t . 10:28). He revealed the t r u t h 
t h a t men needs a Savior and t h a t he, himself, f i l l s 
t h a t need. (John 12:32, 15:6) . 

B. Of God's love. (Jno. 3:16, Rom. 5:8) . 

C. Of his o w n interest in man. (2 Cor. 8:9, 
I Peter 2:24) . 

D. Of the character of God. (Jno. 1:14, 14:9) . 

E. Of l i g h t and i m m o r t a l i t y . (2 T i m . 1:10, Jno. 
5:28-29). 

Conclusion: W h a t has his coming meant to you? 
Has the t r u t h he revealed convinced you of you r 
s in and y o u r need of a Savior? Have the sacrifices 
made by h i m touched you r heart? Has he become 
your Savior and K i n g ? 
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T R Y I N G T O H E L P GOD 

By J. L loyd Moyer 

In t roduc t ion 

In Gen. 12:2-3 is the promise of God to A b r a h a m 
concerning a great na t ion to proceed f r o m h i m . 

As the years passed and no son was born, Sarah 
became doubtful . When she was 76 years old and 
Abraham 86. (Gen. 16:16; 17:17) she concluded t h a t 
i t was impossible fo r her to bear chi ldren and t h a t 
i f the promise was fu l f i l led , then they mus t assist 
God in some other way. Thus she gave her hand
maid , Hagar, to her husband to bear a ch i ld to h i m . 
Gen. 16:1-6. B u t her plan d id n o t please Jehovah 
18:14. 

I t is t rue t h a t we are co-laborers w i t h God. I 
Cor. 3:9. B u t we must w o r k according to God's plan. 
When we f a i l to do so, and presume to devise plans 
of our own which confl ic t w i t h God's, (as d id Sarah) 
we become transgressors. 

O T H E R B I B L E E X A M P L E S .... 

1 . Korah, Dathan, and A b i r a m , N u m . 16. 
These men envied the pr ies t ly functions of Aaron . 
K o r a h as a Levi te , was ent i t led to tabernacle ser
vice, bu t not being a descendant of Aaron , could 
no t be a priest, vv . 9:10. N u m . 3:9-12. When they 
insisted on "he lp ing" in a way tha t God had no t 
intended fo r t hem they were punished. "The ea r th 
opened i ts m o u t h and swallowed them up". 16:32. 

2. Uzzah. D u r i n g the days of E l i , the a rk had 
been captured by the Philistines. I Sam. 4. D u r i n g 
the seven months i t abode in th is nat ion 's midst , 
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they were a f f l ic ted of God w i t h various plagues. 
They sent i t then to K i r i a t h - j e a r i m where i t remain
ed in the house of Abinadab many years. I Sam. 
7: I f . W h e n D a v i d became k i n g he proposed re
t u r n i n g the ark . I t was placed on a new car t and 
pul led by oxen. On the w a y the oxen stumbled, 
and Uzzah, a dr iver , took hold of the ark . Immed
ia te ly he was s t ruck dead. I Chron. 13:1-10. 

Uzzah t hough t he was helping, but he had v io
la ted a law w h i c h carr ied the penalty of death. 
N u m . 4:15-20. 

3. Moses. In spite of the usual f ide l i ty of Is
rael 's leader, Moses on one occasion was g u i l t y of 
th i s same mistake. When the Israelites were at 
Kadesh they m u r m u r e d for lack of water . The L o r d 
t o l d Moses to take his r od and speak to the rock. 
N u m . 20:8. He smote the rock instead of speak
i n g to i t . This was a seeming smal l t h ing , ye t i t 
kept h i m out of the promised land. 

4. Saul of Tarsus. This student of Gamaliel 
thought he was helping to pu t in to effect the w i l l 
of God when pu t to death the disciples of Christ . 
Ac t s 26:9-11; 23 :1 ; Gal. l : 13 f . ; I T i m . l : 13 f . B u t 
he learned his mistake. 

The foregoing examples were w r i t t e n for our 
benefit . Rom. 15:4; I Cor. 10:1-12. They show 
t h a t God has always expected man to do His way. 
To t r y to help H i m by changing his way i s to err. 

P R E S E N T D A Y E X A M P L E S 

1. Establ ishing denominations. M a n is l iberal 
He says: "Take the church of your choice". Y e t 
inspi ra t ion says, "God gave H i m (Chr is t ) to be head 
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over a l l things, to the church wh ich is his body". 
Eph . l : 22 f . "There is one body". Eph . 4:4. Thus, 
O N E body — O N E church. I f Sarah's l i be ra l i t y 
displeased God, then how can man be l iberal in t he 
same manner and please H i m ? 

Chr is t established his church. M t . 16:18. He 
provided i t w i t h his blood. Ac t s 20:28. W h y should 
m a n seek to change i t ? 

Denominat ions have the w r o n g foundat ion. I 
Cor. 3:11. God did no t bu i ld these man-made church
es, consequently, to be a member of and to w o r k 
in t hem is va in . Psa. 127:1. 

2. Changing the worship. Jesus said t h a t wor 
ship mus t be according to the t r u t h . Jno. 4:24. 
T h a t t r u t h i s his word . Jno. 17:17. Men t r y to 
help God interest people by changing to t h a t w h i c h 
appeals to the an imal ra ther than the sp i r i tua l man. 
F o r example, we ment ion the in t roduc t ion of i n 
s t rumenta l music in church worship . God com
mands singing. Col. 3:16; Eph . 5:19. B u t he d i d 
no t provide fo r any other music. " I t i s generally 
believed tha t the P r imi t i ve Christ ians fai led to adopt 
the use of ins t rumenta l music in the i r worship. . . . 
Ne i ther Ambrose nor Basi l in the noble encomiums 
w h i c h they severally pronounce upon music, make 
any ment ion of ins t rumenta l music. Basi l , indeed, 
expressly condemns i t as min i s te r ing to the depraved 
passions of men. . . . The general in t roduc t ion of 
ins t rumenta l music can cer ta in ly no t be assigned 
t o an earlier date t han the f i f t h or s ix th centuries." 
McCl in tock and Strong's Encyclopaedia, V o l . 6, pp. 
759-60. 

There is also the candle-light service. M a n y 
other acts of r i t u a l i s m could be mentioned. Thus 
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man has cor rupted the s impl ic i ty t h a t is in Chris t . 
2 Cor. 11:3. These render the worship vain . M a t t . 
15:9; Col. 2:20-22. 

3. The teaching program. We are commanded 
to s tudy and teach God's word . 2 T i m . 2:15; I Pet 
2:2; A c t s 17:11. Many are unski l led in i t because 
they have no t had the i r senses exercised. Heb. 5: 
12-14. 

In ma ny places most of the people wou ld not 
a t t end were i t no t fo r the social activit ies or the 
recreation offered. When men make the church a 
social or recreational i n s t i t u t i on the p r i m a r y pur
pose of the church is lost s ight of. The church is 
a sp i r i tua l i n s t i t u t i o n to develop the sp i r i tua l man. 
I T i m . 3:5. Socials and recreation may increase at
tendance, but is God pleased? Sarah increased 
Abram ' s f a m i l y bu t no t the w a y God intended. 

4. Changing the plan of Salvation. Many re
l igious groups today teach salvation by " f a i t h on ly" . 
James says i t is "not by f a i t h only" . James 2:24. 
They change God's rule. 

Many say t h a t bapt ism is non-essential. James 
said, "He t h a t believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved". M t . 16:16. Peter t augh t i t was " fo r the 
remission of sins". Ac t s 2:38. A g a i n he says, 
"Bap t i sm doth also now save us". 1 Pet. 3:21. A n d 
these people also contend tha t obedience is not nec
essary to salvation. The Bible declares otherwise. 
Heb. 5:9; 2 Thess. 1:7-9. 

Conclusion: Men often feel they can improve 
God's system. This is Satan's deception. The only 
w a y to help God is by doing exactly a t H i s com
mands. 
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W H A T L A C K I Y E T ? 

Jack W. Bates 

I n t r o d : Th i s question should often be asked 
by the Chr i s t ian in honest appraisal of values as 
one s t r i v i n g to a t t a in f u l l g r o w t h in the k i n g d o m 
o f God. D u r i n g the m i n i s t r y of Jesus, a young r u l 
er asked th is question of the Master. L e t us i n 
tegrate three gospel accounts as recorded in M a t 
thew 19:16-22; M a r k 10:17-22, and L u k e 18:18-30, 
and consider the reply of the Savior and i ts appl i 
cat ion to us in a decade beset w i t h grave problems. 

I . T H E S E Q U E N C E O F A C T I O N 

A. The young man's s incer i ty cannot be ques
t ioned. L u k e tells us he was a ruler . M a r k de
scribes the in tens i ty of his approach, 'he r a n to h i m 
(Jesus), kneeled and asked. . . . ' Cmp. M a t t . 7: 
7-8. M a r k also adds t h a t 'Jesus l ook ing upon h i m 
loved h i m . ' 

B . I n rep ly to th i s question, Jesus t o l d h i m t o 
keep the commandments given to Israel. M a t t . 
19:17. Neh. 9:29. He quoted f ive of these, a l l f r o m 
the group tha t emphasizes social obligations and 
h u m a n responsibilities. Exod . 20:1-17. To these he 
added, " T h o u shalt love t h y neighbor as thyself ." 
Cmp. L e v i t . 19:18. 

C. The young man, in astonishing self-r ight
eousness, replied ' a l l these th ings have I observed.' 
H i s inadequacy and sp i r i tua l d i r t h , however, are 
seen i n his question, 'Wha t lack I yet? Jesus w i t h 
penetra t ing vis ion saw this , "One t h i n g t h o u lack-
est . . . i f t h o u woulds t be perfect . . . sell t h a t t h o u 
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hast . . . come, fo l l ow me." Whi le riches s lowly u n 
dermined and dethroned God in his affections, he 
rejected the i n v i t a t i o n to j o i n the inner circle. N o t 
another Paul . Ph i l . 3:8-11. 

I I . H E L A C K E D S E L F - S U R R E N D E R 

A. Observed r i t u a l o f externals ' f r om his 
y o u t h . ' Keeping of ' things ' barren, never satisfies, 
w i t h o u t consecration of self. Athenians erected 
an a l t a r to the U n k n o w n God fo r th is reason. Acts 
17:23. Th i s young man had fu l f i l l ed a pa t te rn of 
obedience w i t h o u t personal surrender of self. He 
loved his possessions more t han he loved God. 

B. This a t t i tude typ ica l of his age. The Phar
isees fai led Israel in th is respect. N o t neglect in 
t i t h i n g . Scrupulous in obedience to L a w . They 
fa i led because they neglected 'the weight ier mat 
ters of the l aw ' to w h i c h these externals pointed. 
M a t t h e w 23:23-25. Jesus indicted them, ' they say 
and do not. ' Verbiage no t enough. M a t t . 5:20. 
Israel, as a race, had al lowed worldliness and rac ia l 
pride to obscure the inner purpose of the law. I 
Samuel 15:22-23; Isaiah 1:10-20. 

(1) In Te l -Av iv , Palestine, the w r i t e r on a sab
ba th found the synagogues hal f - f i l led , the cafes and 
beach crowded. I t wou ld appear tha t Zionism to
day, behind a rel igious f ron t , in rea l i ty is a na t ion
al is t ic movement . 

C. The Pharisees needed, more than any th ing 
else, a change of at t i tudes. They had no t fai led in 
things, yet they fai led Israel. L u k e 11:52. 

( 1 ) . The Pharisee and the Publican, L u k e 18: 
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9-14. (2) The Elder Brother , L u k e 15:27-31. 

They needed a change of at t i tudes because they 
had become f i l l ed w i t h sp i r i tua l pride, feel ing of 
monopoly. W h a t a difference if the Pharisees had 
h u m b l y cried 'Wha t lack we ye t? ' 

I I I . H E L A C K E D A R I G H T SENSE O F V A L U E S 

A. E v e r y choice indicates our sense of values. 
H i s re luc tant decision led h i m back to riches and 
sp i r i tua l obscuri ty. 

B. Modern l i fe has confused proper evaluat ion 
of values. We have 'confused c iv i l iza t ion w i t h 
p lumbing . ' Need to realize no t w h a t m a n has b u t 
w h a t a man is. 

I l l u s : Temple, late Archbishop of Canterbury, 
said: "The wor ld , as we live in i t , is l ike a shop 
window, in w h i c h some mischievous person has got 
in overnight and shifted a l l the price labels round, 
so the cheap th ings have the high-priced labels on 
t hem and the real ly precious th ings are priced low. 
We let ourselves be taken i n . " 

Modern l i v i n g fol lows w i t h unweary ing pur
poses the r o u n d of ge t t ing on in the wor ld , a good 
t ime, money, indiscr iminate sex expression re
gardless of cost to others or to our better nature. 
M a t t . 7:6. We let ourselves be taken i n ! 

I V . AM I L A C K I N G IN T H E S E RESPECTS? 
Self-surrender, proper values of l i v ing? 

A. The church today needs no t only a restor
a t ion of principles bu t a res torat ion of Chr i s t - l ike 
at t i tudes. Ph i l . 2:5; Romas 8:9. Only w i t h appl i -
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cat ion of m i n d of Chr is t can we solve (a ) , racial 
question ( b ) . in te rna t iona l problems in tens i fy ing in 
immens i ty ( c ) . ind iv idua l needs ( d ) . the challenge 
of sp i r i tua l l i v i n g in a mater ia l age. 

B. We need to emphasize inner change as we l l 
as o u t w a r d obedience. Need to forget pa r ty loya l 
ties, personal i ty clashes, endless b icker ing in the 
ever-present need of our generation fo r Chris t . 

I l l u s : L l o y d George, d r i v i n g in Wales, remark
ed to f r i end : "The church I belong to is t o r n w i t h 
a fierce dispute. One section says t h a t bapt ism is 
IN the name of the Father, and the other t h a t i t i s 
I N T O the name of the Father. I belong to one of 
these parties. I feel most s t rongly about i t . I wou ld 
die fo r i t in fac t—but I forget wh ich i t i s !" We 
should be more concerned about "wha t is the t r u t h " , 
in any mat t e r ra ther t han " w h a t does the group 
t h i n k . " 

C. We need to see l i fe w i t h Chris t ' s a t t i tude , 
c la r i ty , purpose. To regain sp i r i tua l power. To 
achieve brotherhood. He ate w i t h sinners, came to 
seek, save the lost, he touched the leper; died the 
death of a slave—two thieves. W h a t an indictment, 
o f sp i r i tua l pride. 

Conclusion: The cost too great fo r th i s weal thy, 
y o u n g ruler . Now, the centuries have forgot ten a l l 
bu t the great chance he let slip by. The years have 
proven he made the w r o n g choice. The question of 
no consequence. The application of Christ 's ans
wer to our ind iv idua l need impor tan t . I f unsaved, 
lack salvat ion. Remember, the young man lacked 
(1) Surrender of Self, (2) A R i g h t Sense of 
Values. In g i v i n g up Christ , he gave up a l l . 
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W H A T ' S W R O N G W I T H D A N C I N G ? 
Grover Stevens 

I n t r o d u c t i o n : 

I . W H Y OPPOSE T H E M O D E R N D A N C E ? 

A. Those t a k i n g pa r t i n th i s k i n d o f pleasure 
seem to get a great deal of j oy out of i t . 

B . Sp i r i tua l ly minded Christ ians who have had 
to argue w i t h those who see "no h a r m " in the dance 
are called a " k i l l j oy . " 

I I . T H E PURPOSE O F T H I S S E R M O N 
A. To show t h a t the modern dance i s s in fu l in 

b o t h i t s o r i g in and in i t s makeup. 
B . T h a t i t i s an tagon i s t i c to the demands o f 

pure Chr i s t ian l i v i n g . 

m. Y O U R A T T I T U D E IS I M P O R T A N T 
A. IF y o u have no rea l appreciation, t rue love 

or respect f o r Jesus Chr i s t and Hi s noble example 
—th i s lesson w i l l offer l i t t l e i n fo rma t ion . 

B. IF you feel wha t Jesus meant when he said 
"Seek ye f i r s t the k ingdom of God", and James when 
he said "Keep oneself unspotted f r o m the w o r l d " , 
and Paul when he said "Prove a l l th ings ; ho ld fast 
t h a t wh ich i s good. Abs ta in f r o m a l l appearance 
o f ev i l "—to you then, the thoughts w i l l be desir
able and beneficial. 

DISCUSSION: 

I . T H E M O D E R N D A N C E I S N O T C H R I S T - L I K E 
( N O T T H E S P I R I T O F C H R I S T ) 

A. Romans 8:9, " B u t ye are no t in the flesh, 
b u t in the Spir i t , i f so be t h a t the Sp i r i t o f God 
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dwel l i n you . N o w i f any man have no t the Sp i r i t 
of Chris t , he is none of his ." 

B. Danc ing is of the wor ld , the flesh and the 
devi l . 

1. Cocktai ls , n i g h t clubs road houses, d runk
enness, revel l ing, forn ica t ion , adultery, r io tous l i v 
i ng , f i g h t i n g , envy, murder , and such l ike . 

2. Such as th is draws men and women down 
to the ve ry presence of the devil , t empta t ion and 
the r ea l i ty of s in and evi l . a . The atmosphere is 
w o r l d l y and of the devil , b . No trace of the Spot
less L a m b of God can be found there. 

C. The sp i r i t of Chr i s t is expressed in 

1. Self-denial of w o r l d l y lusts, Chr i s t ian graces 
— V i r t u e , knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, 
b ro the r ly kindness, love, hope, joy , prayer, the l i g h t 
o f the w o r l d , the salt o f the earth, the f a i t h f u l w i t 
ness, the good steward, the w a y of the cross, etc. 

2 . In these men and women are l i f t ed up to 
the presence of God a lmigh ty . 

H . D A N C I N G DESTROYS C H R I S T I A N E X A M P L E 

T i t u s 2:7-8, " I n a l l th ings shewing thysel f a 
pa t t e rn of good w o r k s : in doctr ine shewing uncor-
ruptness, g rav i ty , s inceri ty, sound speech, t h a t can
n o t be condemned; t h a t he t h a t is of the con t ra ry 
p a r t m a y be ashamed, hav ing no evi l t h i n g to say 
o f y o u . " 

A. Chris t ians should be examples of Chris t . 
(1 Pet. 2 : 2 1 ; 1 T i m . 4:12) . 

1 . Should see Chr is t l i v i n g in them. (Gal. 2 : 

20). 
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2. Should po in t constant ly to Chris t . ( M a t t . 
5:14-16). 

B. Does the l i fe of a dancer point to Chr i s t? 

1. Dancers hard ly ever exert sp i r i tua l i n f l u 
ence among the people they associate w i t h . 

2. The Chr is t ian who dances is never respect
ed as a f a i t h fu l and zealous fol lower of Jesus Chr is t 
by the communi ty . 

C. The w o r l d is aware of the fact t h a t dancing 
is w r o n g . 

1 . That 's w h y i t k i l l s a Christ ian 's influence. 

I I I . D A N C I N G T E N D S T O W A R D I M M O R A L I T Y 

A. H a d a s infu l and degenerate o r ig in . 

1 . I t has i ts o r ig in in the brothels and dives 
of our great cities. 

2. Can we b r ing a clean t h i n g f r o m th is un 
clean th ing? 

B. Dancing Leads To Loss of V i r t u e and M o d 
esty. 

1. Vi r tue is one of the orders of angels. I t 
means "mora l excellence, mora l qua l i ty conceived 
as a good". It means "pure, chaste, innocent". 

Modesty is "lack of boldness; observing the pro
prieties of sex; chaste, unassuming". 

2. No boy or g i r l can be as virtuous or modest 
after handl ing or being handled by so many di f fer -
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ent boys or g i r l s . Gir ls w i l l a l low boys privileges 
af ter dancing t h a t they wou ld not al low before. 
There is a "middle w a l l " broken down by being han
dled by so many boys and so freely as the dance 
allows. Th i s middle w a l l i s t ha t v i r tue and modesty 
spoken of above. There is not an honest, open-
minded g i r l o r boy reading this , bu t t h a t knows t h a t 
i s the t r u t h . 

C. W h a t has dancing done t o w a r d developing 
a sense of p u r i t y and deepening the respect fo r no
ble mat te rs in l i fe? Just w h a t ? 

1. Can you name one tendency the dance has 
t o w a r d purer l i v i n g i n a higher and nobler sense? 

I V . D A N C I N G DESTROYS ONE'S P R A Y E R L I F E 

A . A person who dances, either has qu i t or w i l l 
qu i t p ray ing to God. The i r prayers are empty and 
they w i l l cease p ray ing or dancing one, i n a short 
t ime . 

B. 1 John 3:22 conditions the answering of 
our prayers on keeping His commandments, and 
doing those th ings t h a t are pleasing in his sight. 

1 . Do you honestly t h i n k t h a t dancing is 
"pleasing in H i s s ight"? 

V. D A N C I N G IS A SIN A G A I N S T T H E BODY 

A. Our Body is the temple of God and the sp i r i t 
of God dwells in us. 1 Cor. 6:19. 

1. Render un to God the th ings t h a t are Gods— 
M a t t . 22:21. a . In dancing we render un to the 
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w o r l d and the lusts thereof our bodies w h i c h we 
have surrendered to God and promised to serve h i m 
w i t h them. 

2 . Rom. 8:13, "For i f ye l ive after the flesh, ye 
shal l die: bu t i f ye t h r o u g h the Sp i r i t do m o r t i f y 
the deeds of the body, ye shall l ive . " a. So, fr iends, 
i t i s a ma t t e r of choosing between " l i v i n g " or "dy
i n g . " 

V I . D A N C I N G I S A SIN A G A I N S T T H E M I N D 

A. The unusual sexual s t r a in placed on the 
bodies of opposite sexes in close contact is no t con
ductive of menta l or mora l heal th. 

B. The sexual desire and a t t r ac t ion is the ve ry 
" sou l" of the modern dance. Remove the sexual at
t r a c t i on and you have broken up the dance ha l l . 

1. To prove this , suppose t h a t only men dance 
w i t h men and only women dance w i t h women A L L 
T H E T I M E . a . Anybody t h a t cannot see this , " the 
god of th is w o r l d ha th bl inded the i r minds" so t h a t 
y o u w i l l no t see. 

V I I . D A N C I N G I S W O R L D L Y 

A. Worldly company, places, t ime , thoughts 
t a lk , purpose. N o t h i n g sp i r i tua l . 

B . "Love no t the wor ld , nei ther the th ings t h a t 
are in the w o r l d . I f any man love the wor ld , the love 
of the Father is no t in h i m . " 1 John 2:15. 

C. "Pure re l ig ion is to keep himself unspot ted 
f r o m the w o r l d . " James 1:27. 
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D. " A n d be n o t conformed to th is w o r l d : b u t 
be ye t rans formed" . Rom. 12:2. 

E. "Blessed are the pure in heart, fo r they 
shall see God." M a t t . 5:8. 

P. "Then said Jesus, I f any man w i l l come after 
me, le t h i m deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
fo l low m e . " M a t t . 16:24. 

H O W M U C H D O Y O U L O V E J E S U S ? ? ? D O 
Y O U R E A L L Y W A N T T O G O T O H E A V E N W H E N 
Y O U D I E ? ? ? ? 

W H O T H E N C A N B E S A V E D I N T H E C H U R C H ? 

(Ma t t . 19:16-26) 

T r i n e Starnes 

I n t r o d u c t i o n : 

1. Discuss t e x t : ( M a t t . 19:16-26). 

a. R i c h young ruler ' s apparent interest—his 
question—the Savior's answer. b. Then the dis
ciples' question, "Who then can be saved?" 

2. We ask th i s question w i t h respect to those 
w i t h i n the church. 

3. Chief power of hindrance to Cause of Chr is t 
i s w i t h i n the church 5 th column w o r k of Satan. 

I . T H E POSSIBILITY O F F A L L I N G 

A. A d a m was the Son of God: (Luke 3:38). 
He sinned: (Rom. 5:12-19). 

1. Mul t i tudes since, who were in a covenant 
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relat ionship to God, have sinned: a. P ic tu re : Noah , 
David , Saul. b. Describe: Judas-Acts 1:25; Simon-
Acts 8:13-22; Ananias and Sapphira; Acts 5:1-10. 
2. Galat ians: Gal. 3:26-27; 1:7; 5:4. 

B . Earnest W a r n i n g given to chi ldren o f God: 

1. I Cor. 10:1-12; 2 Pet. 1:5-10; I Jno. 2 : 1 ; 2 
Messages to the seven churches of Asia—Rev. 2 and 3. 

C. Discuss evils of the doctrine of " Imposs ib i l i ty 
o f Apostacy." 

1 . I t repudiates a large pa r t of the W o r d of 
God w h i c h warns us "no t to f a l l . " 

2 . I t destroys man's accountabi l i ty to God, and 
his free mora l agency. 

3 . I t produces the bad f r u i t of uncontrol led 
l i v i n g . . . contr ibutes to vice and licentiousness. 

4. It makes some feel safe and secure when 
they are in r ea l i ty in the throes o f gu i l t . 

H . W H O T H E N C A N B E S A V E D I N T H E C H U R C H ? 

A. Some who have no promise in the church : 

1 . Those who w a l k after the f lesh: (Rom. 8:1) . 
a . A condi t ion here impl ied . . . " I f w e w a l k af ter 
the f lesh—then we are condemned." b. W o r k s of 
the f lesh: Gal. 5:19-21). c . Love no t the w o r l d : 
( I Jno. 2:15-16; Jas. 4 :4 ) . 

2. Those who do i n i q u i t y and cause s tumbl ing : 
( M a t t 13:41). a . We are held responsible f o r i n 
fluence over others: (Mat t . 5:16; Ph i l . 2 :15) . b. 
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When we cause other to stumble, we sin against 
Chr i s t : ( I Cor. 8:9-12). c . Nathan 's charge to 
D a v i d : (2 Sam. 12:14). 

3 . Those who w i l l f u l l y neglect Chr is t ian d u t y : 
a. James 4:17—Discuss specific i tems we may neg
lect, b. Heb. 2:3—this language addressed to those 
in the church, c . In a l l the parables p i c tu r ing the 
"Judgment" , Those lost were condemned for some 
"good t h i n g lef t undone" ra ther than fo r some w r o n g 
t h i n g done. (Emphasize and i l lus t ra te : (Ma t t . 25: 
31-46). 

4. Those who surrender to sin and are over
come: (2 Pet. 2:20-21). a. Dis t inguish between 
being "over taken in a f a u l t " . (Gal. 6:1) and in 
being "overcome". 

( 1 ) . One m i g h t be r u n n i n g in the r i g h t direc
t i o n and be overtaken by Satan. ( 2 ) . B u t one who 
gives up and surrenders to s in—pictured in 2 Pet. 
2 :21 . 

5. Those who do no t bear good f r u i t : (John 
15:1-6). a. M a t t . 7:19. b. L u k e 8:14. 

B . W H O T H E N C A N B E S A V E D I N T H E C H U R C H ? 

1 . "He t h a t endureth to the end:" Matt .24:13. 

2. " F a i t h f u l unto death": Rev. 2:10. 

3. "He t h a t overcometh"—in each seven let
ters to churches of Asia . 
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" T H E W O R L D ' S O N E S A V I O U R " 

Jack W. Bates 

I n t r o : The subject is completely scr ip tura l . 
(1) . The w o r l d . Jesus said, ' the f ie ld is the 

w o r l d ' , M a t t . 13:38. Cmp. L u k e 8:11. Ac t s 10:34. 
A c t s 17:30-31. Rev. 5:9. 

(2) . The Wor ld ' s Saviour, John 4:42. 
(3) . The Wor ld ' s One Saviour, Ac t s 4:12. The 

subject of apostolic preaching. The i r emphasis. 
Ac t s 8:5, 12, 35. 

I . T H E W O R L D ' S G R E A T N E E D O F T H A T 
S A V I O U R 

A. T w o t e r r i b l y descriptive verses. Gen. 6:11 
and Isa. 60:2. 'ear th cor rupt . . . f i l l ed w i t h violence 
. . . gross darkness.' We are sw imming upward 
t h r u ' ebbtide of w a r s t r i v i n g to reach level beach 
of law and order. Problem yet profoundly before us. 

( 1 ) . Dr . Trueblood of Stanford Univers i ty , 
'The Predicament of Modern M a n ' : "The shadow 
of 1940 w i l l no t be removed by technical conclusion 
of m i l i t a r y host i l i t ies nor by organizat ion of peace 
conference. This is because the wa r is only a symp-
tom of the sickness of our c iv i l iza t ion and no t the 
p r i m a r y cause of t h a t sickness." 

B. The real disease, Sin. Isa. 53:6. Romans 
3:23. Society today ak in to w o r l d of Paul's day. 
I t had fo rgo t ten God al tho ' God had clearly reveal
ed Himself , Romans 1:17-32: 

(1) . T h r o u g h the Scriptures and Hi s Judgments; 

(2) . By Nature ' s manifestat ions; 
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( 3 ) . By h u m a n conscience w h i c h knew when 
r i g h t was viola ted. 

C. Therefore, God 'gave t h e m up'—as He may 
give us up—to 'uncleanness', 'vile passions', 'a repro
bate m i n d . ' 

D. The gospel offered as the antidote, antisep
t ic to poison in body of society, Romas 1:16-17. Only 
remedy now. 

I I . T H I S N E E D IS A P E R S O N A L O N E 

A. F a i t h is an individual mat ter . Need fo r ex
planat ion to Suffer ing, Pa t t e rn of L i f e , Mysteries 
of Existence. B r i t t a n y sailors, ' T h y seas are so 
great, our boats so small . ' Hunger in mens' souls 
f o r T r u t h , Jno. 6:68. 

B. Impor t an t because w i t h o u t personal f a i t h , 
Chr i s t i an i ty and Democracy cannot endure. Great 
forces, ideologies, threaten w o r l d . False ideas about 
man. "Wherever we f i n d a false idea about man, 
i t s o r ig in lies in a false idea about God; and i t is 
impossible to have a more false idea of God t h a n 
to have no idea about h i m a t a l l . " Quote f r o m E a r l 
of Ha l i f ax , N e w Y o r k Times, March 25, 1946. 

Amer i can l i v i n g on religious momen tum of f a th 
ers. T e r r i f i c misconceptions regarding th ings r e l i 
gious. 

I l l u s : B r i t i s h General in India on Ascension 
Day (according to calendar of Episcopal Church) 
called ou t t roops f o r ceremonial parade. Friends 
puzzled. N o t a rel igious man. " O f course I par
ade t h e m on the day her Gracious Majesty Queen 
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V ic to r i a ascended the throne of B r i t a i n ! " Stately 
cathedrals and stale Chr i s t i an i ty in Europe. Ind i f 
ference, apathy in America . In 'organized re l ig ion ' 
d i r t h of personal consecration. 

I l l u s : 'The public school teacher can t e l l a l l 
she likes about Nero, bu t she cannot t e l l about his 
dist inguished contemporary, St. Paul . In any case 
she cannot t e l l w h a t the open secret of St. Paul 's 
l i fe was. ' Quote, The Predicament of Modern Man ' , 
P. 19. 

I l l u s : The Chinese W a l l s t i l l stands. I t was 
breached by b r i b i n g the gate-keepers. The w a l l d id 
no t collapse, i t was character. 

I H . T H E W O R L D ' S O N E S A V I O U R 

A. He appeared in a w o r l d of chaos. B r u t a l 
Herold , doubt ing Pilate. S impl ic i ty of message f r o m 
l i t t l e , enslaved land in a sea of paganism. H i s words 
supply long-lost need. Ex t r eme ly personal w i t h 
people, John 1:30. John 9:25-37. Homely back
ground. To a woman beside a wel l , John 4. To a 
l i t t l e man up a tree, L u k e 19. To t w o women in 
the i r grief, John 11 . At a dinner par ty , L u k e 7:36-50 
and L u k e 14:15-24. 

C. We m a y marve l at his miracles; the greatest 
wonder the miracle of His l i fe . Heb. 2:9. Never 
such a Divine Demonst ra t ion of Goodness; T r i u m p h 
over Mal ignan t E v i l ; such a Saviour. Isa. 53:11. 
N o t Christ 's Gospel t h a t has failed, ra ther i t s ' f l ou t 
i n g and denial, the compromise of i t . G. K. Ches
te r ton , 'Chr i s t i an i ty has no t been t r i e d and f o u n d 
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wan t ing . I t has been found d i f f i c u l t and seldom 
t r ied . ' 

Illus: Boulder D a m notable engineering achieve
ment. E igh ty -n ine men lost lives. Inscr ipt ion, 
'For those died t h a t the desert m i g h t bloom.' Our 
Saviour died t h a t l i fe m i g h t blossom in to meaning, 
cer ta in ty , the fu tu re . 

Conclusion: Have seen (1) grave need of w o r l d 
fo r Saviour, (2) th is need a personal one. It involves 
acceptance of rejection. John 20:31-31. John 5: 
38-40. John 6:45. Rom. 10:17. 

T H E W O R K O F T H E H O L Y SPIRIT I N C O N V E R 
SION 

Raymond C. Kelcy 

I n t r o : A misunderstood subject. A question 
shrouded in myst ic i sm. Some regard i t as some
t h i n g better fe l t t han to ld , and have made no e f fo r t 
to t e l l about i t . However, when the scr ip tura l 
teaching is pointed out, i t can be seen t h a t we have 
n o t been lef t in the dark on this . 

T H E ISSUE S T A T E D 

Some points upon wh ich there is usual agree
ment . Agreed t h a t there is a H o l y Spiri t , t ha t the 
Sp i r i t does operate upon sinners, and tha t He pro
duces f a i t h , sanctifies, leads, etc. No controversy 
on these points. The controversy has ra ther been 
on H O W the Spi r i t does these things. There are 
t w o posit ions: ( 1 ) . The immediate theory, wh ich 
insists t h a t the Sp i r i t leads, sanctifies, etc. by ex-
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ercis ing an influence in addi t ion the w r i t t e n or spok
en word . Bel ief of th i s especially evident in days 
of mourners ' benches. However, the idea ye t ob
ta ins in some quarters. ( 2 ) . The other posi t ion, 
and the one we have main ta ined is the sc r ip tu ra l 
one, is t h a t the H o l y Spi r i t leads, sanctifies, etc. b u t 
t h a t He does i t t h r o u g h the w o r d . So, we are face 
to face w i t h the question, H o w does the H o l y Sp i r i t 
make Christ ians? 

W H O I S T H E H O L Y SPIRIT? 

This is the f i r s t question to be settled. The 
Scriptures teach t h a t He is one of three persons 
in the Godhead. (Ma t t . 28:19, I Jno. 5:8) . In these 
passages He is ment ioned along w i t h God and Chr is t . 
T h a t He is a person is borne out of the fact t h a t per
sonal pronouns are used. (John 14:16-17,26. M a n y 
other passages). Also, personal a t t r ibutes are ascrib
ed to H i m . Teaches ( L k . 12:12, John 14:26), says 
(Heb. 3:7) . speaks ( I T i m . 4 :1 ) , Can be gr ieved 
(Eph . 4:30) , knows ( I Cor. 2:11), makes interces
sion (Romans 8:26). These can be a f f i rmed on ly 
of an in te l l igent personali ty. When the idea is grasp
ed t h a t the Sp i r i t is a personality, the method of 
H i s w o r k i n g w i l l be more apparent. I t can be seen 
t h a t he influences us in much the same manner t h a t 
one in te l l igent being w o u l d be expected to influence 
another. 

H O W T H E H O L Y S P I R I T I N F L U E N C E D 
S I N N E R S I N APOSTOLIC T I M E S 

The book of Ac t s is a book of conversions. Were 
those cases b rough t about by the H o l y Spi r i t? I n 
deed, they were. Then le t us see how the Sp i r i t 
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operated in those cases. L e t us pick ou t t w o typ ica l 
cases and see h o w the Sp i r i t influenced. ( 1 ) . L e t 
us notice A c t s 2. Th i s is the day the Spi r i t came to 
begin H i s w o r k of conversion. Someone suggests 
t h a t t h i s is a case of miraculous operation. B u t y o u 
w i l l not ice t h a t He came only upon the apostles i n a 
miraculous fashion. This was before the audience 
had assembled. Not ice the conversion of those peo
ple, one step at a t ime . D i d the Sp i r i t convert them? 
Yes. B u t even a casual reading w i l l reveal t ha t i t 
was t h r o u g h the words of inspired men. ( 2 ) . Next , 
notice the case of the eunuch in Ac t s 8. H i s con
version in detai l . Was i t b rough t about by the Spir
i t ? Yes. B u t how? T h r o u g h the preaching of the 
inspired evangelist, Phi l ip . When men accepted 
the teaching of the H o l y Sp i r i t ( M a t t . 10:19-20, A c t s 
2 :4 ) . When men rejected the i r teaching, they were 
res is t ing the H o l y Sp i r i t (Acts 7:51). 

H O W T H E S P I R I T C O N V E R T S T O D A Y 

Does he do f o r us w h a t he d id f o r sinners in 
apostolic t imes? Cer ta inly . B u t we do no t have 
inspired men l i v i n g . Days of miracles were to cease. 
However, He n o t only inspired t hem to speak b u t 
also to w r i t e . A n d the Scriptures they lef t c la im 
to be the w o r d of the Spir i t . A quota t ion f r o m Old 
Testament ascribed to Sp i r i t (Heb. 3:7-8). Inspira
t i o n claimed (2 T i m . 3:16, 2 Peter 1:21). They were 
to hear w h a t the Sp i r i t said by reading wha t John 
wro t e to them. Th i s i s how we hear the H o l y Spir
i t . N o w , i t i s easily seen w h y the dif ferent th ings 
t h a t are ascribed to the Sp i r i t in conversion are also 
ascribed to the w o r d . Begot ten o f Sp i r i t and w o r d 
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(John 3:5, 1 Peter 1:23). Sanctified by Sp i r i t and 
w o r d (John 17:17, 1 Cor. 6:11). This presents the 
t r u t h in a plain way. The Spi r i t accomplishes the 
w o r k T H R O U G H the word . The w o r d is said to be 
the sword of the Sp i r i t (Eph. 6:17). The Spi r i t i s 
a person; the w o r d is an ins t rument . I l lus : If a 
m a n by using an axe cuts down a tree, i t could be 
said t h a t i t was cut down by axe or by man. B o t h 
correct. M a n a person; axe an ins t rument . M a n 
wields an influence on tree only t h r o u g h the axe) . 
The theory of direct influence insists t ha t Spir i t cuts 
hear t w i t h o u t the sword! B u t He operates on ly 
t h r o u g h the sword. It is a case of an in te l l igent per
sonal i ty addressing the hearts and consciences of 
in te l l igent people. He pleads w i t h them to t u r n . 
W h e n men hear H i m and fo l low, they are led by 
H i m . "As many as are led by the Spi r i t of God, 
they are the sons of God." (Romans 8:14). 

Conclusion: W i l l you accept the H o l y Spi r i t o r 
resist H i m ? He pleads fo r you today? "He t h a t 
ha th an ear, le t h i m hear w h a t the Sp i r i t sa i th ." 


